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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – With prom just 
around the corner, juniors 
and seniors at Ware High 
School  assembled las t 
Wednesday to witness a 
mock crash event meant to 
show the devastating impact 
that impaired driving can 
have.

As students walked out 
of the school building, they 
saw two cars that appeared 
to be in a head-on collision, 
with their fellow classmates 
portraying the accident vic-

tims.
First responders from the 

Fire and Police departments, 
as well as State Police and 
UMass LifeFlight, quickly 
arrived at the mock crash, 
and students were able to 
witness the steps that would 
need to be taken if they were 
involved in a real accident.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, over 
12,000 people died from 
alcohol-impaired driving 
last year, and that about 30% 
of all fatal crash involve 

Lucy Stone 
Park hosts 
Easter egg 
hunt

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN –  Lucy 
Stone Park hosted its 
annual Easter egg hunt 
this past weekend and fea-
tured an amazing turnout. 

The grounds of Lucy 
Stone Park were cov-
ered with colorful Easter 
eggs and were going to 
be picked up in record 
breaking time. This annu-
al Easter egg hunt is made 

Forum shares 
views of 
candidates seeking 
election

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – There are 
three contests on the annual 
town election ballot, with mul-
tiple candidates vying for seats 
on the Select Board, Planning 
Board and Paige Memorial 
Library Trustees.

At a candidate’s forum 
held in the Town House last 
Tuesday evening, candidates 
had the opportunity to intro-
duce themselves to voters and 
discuss their views on import-
ant issues the town is facing. 

Select Board 
Elizabeth Cyran, Jeffrey 

Schaaf and Jeffery Smith are 
running for a three-year seat 
on the Select Board that is 
currently held by Chair Kelly 
Kemp, who is not seeking 
reelection this term.

Cyran said she is running 
for the Select Board because 
she cares deeply about the 
town and the direction it’s 
going in. She hopes to build a 
stronger connection between 
the board and the town’s res-
idents. 

“The Select Board has a 
lack of access,” Cyran said. 

If elected, she plans to hold 
regular office hours where res-
idents can meet with Select 
Board members and share their 
concerns and ideas. She said 
with meetings only being held 

MOCK 
CRASH

Meet the 
candidates

Fire, Police held pre-prom safe driving event

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Selectboard 
discussed a proposal from 
the Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital for the town to take 
ownership of the property 
and its buildings.

At the April 15 meet-
ing, Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital Chair Cindy Allen 
Bourcier said this is a topic 
that has been discussed since 
the beginning of the year. 
She said about a month ago, 
citizens began talking about 
starting a petition to place an 
article regarding ownership 
of the property on the annual 
town meeting warrant.

She said the proposal she 
submitted to the Selectboard 
was intended to “stimulate 
other people coming up with 
proposals,” including proper-
ty owner Baystate Health and 
the town.

“I just think it would be 
great if people could get 
together, roll up their sleeves, 
and come up with a real plan 
before the next annual meet-
ing,” Bourcier said. 

Bourcier said there has 
been interest in the site, 
including from neighboring 
Cedarbrook Village.

“There’s been a lot of 
interest, but nothing can be 
done until we figure out how 
to make a new owner, wheth-
er it’s the town taking it over 
or some other entity,” she 

Discussion 
on hospital 
ownership 
continues

WCES students 
read with 
community 
members 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Warren 
Community Elementary 
School welcomed communi-
ty members last Thursday for 
Community Reading Day. 

This annual tradition 
has been a special occa-

sion for the school commu-
nity for over 15 years and 
has brought in many inspir-
ing community members. 
Sending out the invitations 
for this year’s Community 
Reading Day was Literacy 
Coach Linda Beaudry. 

A total of 20 community 
members signed up to read 
fun stories to the students. 
Beaudry says the kids cer-
tainly appreciate meeting 
members of their communi-
ty and feel its important for 
them to know the members 

Reading together

Ribbon cutting 
highlights new 
boat ramp ahead 
of fishing season

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

PETERSHAM – There 
was a lot to celebrate at the 
Quabbin Reservoir as Fishing 

Area #3 at the Quabbin intro-
duced a new boat ramp.

The ceremony took place 
on April 18, just one day 
before the annual fishing sea-
son started. The Department 
of Fish and Game Office 
o f  F i sh ing  &  Boa t i ng 
Access and Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
were joined by state legisla-
tors, local leaders, and com-
munity members to celebrate 
improved access to the fishing 
area. 

A project like this is held 
dearly to many people’s 
hearts as this area of Quabbin 
Reservoir reflect on memo-

ries fishing at the Quabbin 
with their friends and family. 
Clayton Sydla is the President 
of the Quabbin Fishermen’s 
Association and he talked 
about the project that started 
back in December of 2024. 

The Office of Fishing & 
Boating Access reconstruct-
ed the popular boat ramp at 
Fishing Area #3 in partner-
ship with DCR’s Division 
of Watershed Protection. 
According to Sydla, the sec-
ond phase of the project was 
completed just a couple of 
days ago and the new ramp 

The magic of the QuabbinThe magic of the Quabbin

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Students from Ms. Perkins’ second grade class wel-
comed Senior Vice President of North Brookfield Savings 
Bank, Patty Ostrout. 

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
The Department of Fish and Game Office of Fishing & Boating Access and Department 
of Conservation and Recreation celebrated the new boat ramp at the DCR’s Quabbin 
Reservoir Fishing Area #3. Left to right stands state Sen. Peter Durant, state Rep. Todd 
Smola, John Scannell, Quabbin Fishermen’s Association President Clayton Sydla, MWRA 
Director Fred Laskey, DFG Commissioner Tom O’Shea, and OFBA Acting Director Terry 
Smith during the ribbon cutting. 

Lieutenant Jason McNeaney used the “jaws of life” hydraulic tool to pry open a door on a car that was used in a 
mock crash event held at Ware High School last Wednesday. Shown with him are firefighters Daniel O’Brien and 
Matt Gambino.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Firefighter/EMT Sean Flynn attended to mock crash vic-
tims in one of the cars.

Please see CRASH, 
page 6

Please see READING, 
page 8

Please see HOSPITAL, 
page 9

Please see QUABBIN, 
page 10

Please see CANDIDATES, 
page 7

Please see EGG HUNT, 
page 14
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into its 

submitted photo archives 
and selects a people 
photo to publish. We 

need your help to help 
identify those pictured.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
4/24/25-4/30/254/24/25-4/30/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG

USDA INSP. KAYEM SMALL BATCH

SMOKED BACON 12 OZ ...............

$199
lb

lb75¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN HANDMADE

CHICKEN 
EMPANADAS FULLY COOKED .......... $299

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN 
TENDERLOINS TRAY PACK ...............

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK STEAK or ROAST ....

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ...

$249
lb

$222

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ....................$499

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE CUT BONE-IN
HAM STEAK ............................$299

$877
lb

BEEF SHORT RIBS

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
DOMESTIC HAM....................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE 
STEAKS
$888

lb

$349
lb

$669
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT ......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN FEET .................

$999USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAILS ................. lb

QVCDC 
is growing!

We are hiring for the following positions:
Fiscal Coordinator (35 - 40 hours per week)

Loan Program Assistant (35 - 40 hours per week)
Program Assistant (25 - 35 hours per week)

For more information, please visit 
https://qvcdc.org/employment

Quaboag Valley 
Community Development 
Corporation
& Quaboag Valley 
Business Assistance Corporation

Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation
and Business Assistance Corporation

QVCDC / QVBAC is an equal opportunity lender, employer and provider. In accordance with Federal law and US Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of age, color, 
disability, family/parental status, national origin, race, religion, sex, gender identity (including expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived from public assistance programs, political beliefs, or reprisal or retalia-
tion for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity funded by USDA.

(413)967-3001   •   QVCDC.org    •   23 West Main Street, Ware, Massachusetts  01082

Small Business Loans
Are you a small business who needs a loan for equipment, refinancing, 
debt restructure, real estate or working capital?

Business loans ranging from $500 to $100,000 are available through the
QVBAC to existing and start-up businesses that operate within our 
service area and are having difficulty obtaining a loan through con-
ventional resources.

Give us a call 413-967-3001 or visit our website, QVCDC.org to find 
out if you qualify!

Business Planning / Business Computer Training 
To keep your business on track QVCDC offers Computer Training Courses 
and Business Planning Courses for small businesses. Computer Training 
Courses include:

Microsoft Excel  •  Word  •  Access  •  Publisher

Windows  •  Essential Computing Skills  •  QuickBooks

Call 413-967-3001 or visit our webside at QVCDC.org to find out 
more and schedule your training.

The Quaboag Valley CDC/BAC is an equal opportunity 
employer, lender and provider and does not discriminate 
on the basis of age, color, disability, family/parental status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, gender identity (including 
expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived 
from public assistance programs, political beliefs, or reprisal 
or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or 
activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Sons of AMVETS
Squardron 74

2150 Main Street
Three Rivers, MA 01080

Mother’s Day
Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, May 11th, 2025
Serving 8 a.m. to noon

Sponsored by the
Sons of AMVETS Squadron 74
2150 Main Street, Three Rivers

Price: $10

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

1989 showed a group 
of Ware anglers who 

spent their Sundays ice 
fishing during the winter 

months. In addition to 
enjoying the camaraderie, 

the anglers also landed 
some nice fish. Tom Trela 

hooked a 5 pound, 2 
ounce bass; Tricia Shea 

came in with a 4 pound, 6 
ounce bass; Paul Bousquet 
landed a 4 pound pickerel 
and John Lizak took home 
a 4 pound, 13 ounce bass.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their 
names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

HARDWICK –  The 
Paige Memorial Library, 
87 Petersham Road, has 
been chosen to host  a 
Massachusetts Space Week 
event. 

Many free events will 
t ake  p lace  th roughout 
Massachusetts to ampli-
fy the reach of this year’s 
Space Week, but few are 
near Hardwick. On Saturday, 
April 26 at 2 p.m., Aidan 
Cloonan ,  Space  Week 
Outreach Volunteer study-
ing at UMass Amherst, will 
present “Supermassive black 
hole: What’s in a name? 
Better yet, what’s around?” 

Cloonan will make the 
information of his research 
on black holes and galax-
ies accessible for a gener-
al audience. A copy of the 
book, “The Next 500 Years”, 
authored by this year’s 
Massachusetts Space Week 
keynote speaker,  space 
geneticist Christopher E. 
Mason, will be presented 
to the library to expand its 
space book collection. 

Earth Day April 22, and 
Earth Month have raised 
awareness and inspired glob-
al action for environmental 
protection. In 1998, Natural 
Inquirer was created so that 
scientists could share their 
research with students. 

The Paige Memorial 
Library has free publications 
from Natural Inquirer which 
are available to our patrons. 
The library can help you cel-
ebrate the Earth with books, 
DVDs, magazines, and seeds 
from its Seed Library spon-
sored by the Friends of the 
Paige Memorial Library. 

The Paige Memorial 
Library’s telescope is avail-
able to be borrowed by 
Hardwick patrons. Come see 
what the library has for you.

On Saturday, May 3 at 2 
p.m. at the Town House, 32 
Common Street, Hardwick, 
Laura Grunwerg will pres-
ent “The Art and Science of 
the Presentation: Credible or 
Crazy?”, a humorous, fun-
filled exploration that proves 
that just about everything in 
life is a presentation. 

How well do you know 
your audience? Are you able 
to manage their expecta-
tions? How credible do you 
seem as a presenter? What 
is “Death by PowerPoint” 
and how can you avoid it? 
Leave with Tech Tips for 
enhancing your graphics 
plus a comprehensive hand-
out featuring design strat-
egies, insights, and invalu-
able resources. All this and a 
mint on your pillow. 

Grunwerg is a graph-
ic designer, educator, and 
a repurposed library direc-
tor. She has crafted many 
PowerPoint presentations 
and coached information sci-
ence colleagues on the art 
and science of public speak-

ing with insight and humor. 
She has an MLS and an 
MFA from Vermont College 
and she wants to make the 
world a better place, one 
presentation at a time.

On Thursday, May 8 
there will be a ticket draw-
ing  fo r  the  Ce lebra te 
Hardwick Quilt created by 
students of Pam Hinckley’s 
“Kids Can Sew” class donat-
ed to the library to raise 
funds for programs. Make 
a donation, get a ticket, and 
maybe it will be yours.

On Saturday, May 10 at 
1 p.m. at the Town House, 
there will be birds of prey 
and Indigenous American 
artifacts funded by the 
Hardwick Cultural Council. 
WINGMASTERS is a part-
nership between Julie Anne 
Collier and Jim Parks, 
licensed raptor rehabil-
itators and educators. This 
program is supported in 
part by the Hardwick-New 
Braintree Cultural Council, 
a local agency supported by 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

On Saturday, June 7 at 
1 p.m. a game of vintage 
baseball will be played. 
The Westfield Wheelmen 
will oppose the Hardwick 
Haymen using old-fashioned 
rules. Join the Hardwick 
Haymen team to play ball or 
to cheer them on to victory.

For more information 
or to register, call 413-477-
6704 or email Director.
paigelibrary@gmail.com.

Paige Memorial Library lists upcoming events
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Ware Library 
hosted an evening craft for 
adults and teens for the month 
of April this past week. 

This month’s craft con-
sisted of designing your 
own decorative magnet-
ic tray. Returning to 
instruct the craft 
w a s  L i b r a r y 
A s s i s t a n t 
R e g i n a 
Diemand. 
Af ter  a 
success-
fu l  eve -
ning craft with 
the faux stained 
g l a s s ,  D i e m a n d 
r e t u r n e d  w i t h 
another fun craft 
for teens and adults 
to enjoy. 

Diemand did a 
fair share of shopping around 
the dollar store and picked up 
some interesting tools that will 
soon transfer into beautiful 
decorative magnetic trays. 

“She rocked the dollar 
store,” one crafter said. 

The parts to the decorative 
tray consisted of pizza pans, 

r o p e , 
f l o w -
e r s , 
p e e l 
& 
s t i c k 

w a l l p a p e r 
and hot glue. 
D i e m a n d 
found various 
patterns in the 
wallpaper to 

give her guests a wider selec-
tion of patterns. 

Hot glue is used to put the 
rope together and allow craft-
ers to add handles to their 
trays. The purpose of adding 
handles is to make the trays 
into beautiful wall hangings. 

Diemand was excited 

to see an amazing group of 
crafters attend the craft and 
add beauty to these decora-
tive trays. The library provid-
ed snacks and refreshments 
for the crafters as they got 
to work. There was classical 
music playing in the back-
ground as the crafters got right 
to work.

Diemand served as the 
instructor and helped explain 
every step leading up to the 
finished product. The rope 
was also used and hot glued 
around the pan to add that pic-
ture frame look to the decora-
tive tray. The crafters certain-
ly made their trays unique to 
them and brought them home 
afterwards. 

The next craft will be in 
May and will feature fairy gar-
den teacups. For more activi-
ties at the library, visit wareli-
brary.org, call the library at 
413-967-5491 or visit at 37 
Main St. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
The Ware Library hosted an evening craft for adults and teens for the month of April this 
past week. Library Assistant Regina Diemand was the instructor for the craft. 

Decorative magnetic trays crafted 
at Ware Library

The evening craft had a good turnout 
as guests put together their own deco-
rative magnetic trays. 

An example of a 
decorative magnetic 

tray designed by 
Regina Diemand.

P A L M E R  –  T h e 
Massachusetts State Button 
Society’s spring meeting will 
be hosted by the Monson 
Button Club on Saturday, 
May 3, at the AMVETS 
Post 74 on Main St. in Three 
Rivers from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

The public is invited to 
attend the day’s activities 
and to purchase buttons and 
button related items from 9 
a.m.-noon and from 1:30-3 
p.m. There will be no button 

sales during the break from 
noon-1:30 p.m. as lunch, a 
business meeting, and pro-
gram “Dolls – Embellished 
with Buttons” will take 
place.  

Morning visitors will be 
treated to coffee and refresh-
ments provided by the host-
ing club; bring your own 
brown bag lunch, and dessert 
will be provided. 

There is no admission fee, 
and all are welcome.  

Button society’s spring 
meeting is May 3
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T h e  Wa re  R i v e r 
N e w s  w i l l  g l a d l y 
correct factual errors 
that  appear  in  th is 
paper. Corrections or 
clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To 
request a correction, 
send information to 
p o u i m e t t e @ t u r l e y.
com, or call 967-3505. 
Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at:  
Ware River News, Attn: 
Editor, 80 Main St., 
Ware, MA 01082.

1620 NORTH MAIN STREET, PALMER

413-283-5555

PARAMOUNT PIZZA
DINE IN FULL BAR

Our restaurant offers full liquor license 
with a dozen beers on tap - KENO
Big screen TVs to watch the game

LUNCH SPECIAL
Every Lunch Special Comes With French Fries & Can of Soda

CHECK OUT OUR MENU! ASK ABOUT DELIVERY!
OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm

Fri.-Sat. 11 am - 10 pm • Sun. 11 am - 9 pm
Fax 413-283-5558

Dine-In Specials
Monday - Friday

MONDAY: Ribeye or Pork Chops
TUESDAY: 1/2 Price Dinner Nights
WEDNESDAY: Homemade Meatloaf
THURSDAY: Corned Beef & Cabbage

FRIDAY: Fresh Fish & Chips

DINNER SPECIALS

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

The Roadhouse Cafe is Now 
Under New Management

Enjoy your old favorites with some new touches

NOW OPEN DAILY FROM 7 AM TO 1 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

RC
Local ingredients
Fresh creations

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

community

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Andy Paquette 
of TMS, Inc. said they 
are working to close out 
the current fiscal year and 
reviewing all open purchase 
orders and payroll encum-
brances, and looking ahead 
to fiscal year 2026.

“We are looking pretty 
favorably as far as what our 
plans were for this year and 
what it is we’re anticipating 
using for FY 26,” he said 
at the School Committee’s 
April 16 meeting.

The School Committee 
opened a public hearing to 
discuss the proposed FY 26 
school district budget, high-
lighting major changes and 
additions.

Paquette said he worked 
with the administration to 
build a needs-based bud-
get and met with the bud-
get subcommittee, as well 
as the Town Manager and 
Finance Committee.

“When we were looking 
at what that dollar amount 
was, we then start to bal-
ance those needs with the 
funding capability of the 
town,” he said. “It was 
determined that as much as 
we would want to provide 
for the needs that were pre-
sented, we are going with a 
level-service budget.” 

Paquette said a level-ser-
vice budget includes known 
contractual and cost increas-
es.

S c h o o l  C o m m i t t e e 
member Melissa Whitham 
asked if the budgeted salary 
amount included all filled 
staffing positions as well as 
vacant positions that need to 
be filled. 

Paquette said whenever 
there is a vacancy, they keep 
that salary on the budget at 
the level it was when the 
staff member left. He said 
it is possible that the sal-
ary will be higher when a 
vacancy is filled, and they 
will have to come up with 
that funding difference else-
where in the budget.

When filling vacancies, 

Paquette said Ware Public 
Schools will seek the best 
candidate and will not place 
restrictions on hiring.

“We go for the best can-
didate regardless of salary 
and we’ll find the money 
somewhere to hire that per-
son,” he said. 

Paquette also explained 
that funding that was pre-
v ious ly  se t  a s ide  fo r 
Center School and Clark 
Consulting and other uses, 
was allocated to update text-
book and curriculum adop-
tion.

He said in terms of util-
ity costs, the school district 
is locked in its rate for elec-
tricity, and they have been 
analyzing the trends of that 
and the rising costs of main-
tenance supplies and mate-
rials.

D u e  t o  c h a l l e n g -
es in hiring substitutes, 
Superintendent Dr. Michael 
Lovato said there has been 
$50,000 allocated in the 
budget for each school 
building.

Lovato said it has been 
challenging to hire tempo-
rary substitutes to work in 
the high school. 

School Committee Chair 
Brian Winslow said the 
goal is still to hire perma-
nent substitutes for each 
building. He also suggest-
ed offering positions with 
“mother’s hours” to make a 
building substitute position 
more appealing to appli-
cants.

Lovato said interviews 
have been held for building 
substitutes, but none of the 
applicants were interested in 
accepting a position. 

Winslow said the lack of 
substitutes is not a problem 
that will be solved over-
night, and he welcomed any 
ideas to help remedy it.  

The public comment 
portion of the hearing, resi-
dent Kristin Bateman asked 
about behavioral therapists 
and the need for an addi-
tional school psychologist. 
Lovato said the school dis-
trict employees one school 
psychologist and has a con-
tract for additional services.

Whitham explained that 
the school psychologist con-
ducts testing during initial 
and three-year evaluations 
for special education stu-
dents. She said these tests 
are important and necessary 
to meet the students’ needs.

Lovato said right now, 
the tests are getting done 
and they are continuing to 
make improvements. 

He said at this time, he 
can’t recommend hiring a 
second school psychologist 
due to the cost. He said a 
second psychologist with 
benefits would cost about 
$100,000 and the cost to 
contract for additional ser-
vices is about $25,000. 

Whitham suggested shar-
ing a school psychologist 
with another school district, 
and splitting the cost. 

W a r e  T e a c h e r s 
Assoc ia t ion  P res iden t 
Amber Boucher said during 
her tenure in the school dis-
trict up until now, the school 
district had always had two 
school psychologists. She 
said they have been told that 
the school district will not 
hire a second one.

She raised concerns 
about the current school 
psychologist being over-
loaded with cases and evalu-
ations not getting completed 
in time for IEP meetings. 

“Why hasn’t it  been 
done? Because we do not 
have the staff,” she said. 

Hiring a second school 
psychologist is a “dire 
need” for the school district, 
she said. 

Concerns  were  a lso 
raised about the need to 
bring back structured learn-
ing classrooms and behavior 
interventionists. Whitham 
spoke about the need for 
a tiered behavioral plan to 
address current behavioral 
issues.

The School Committee 
voted to approve the fol-
lowing line items for each 
school building. In the Jr./
Sr.  High School: Lead 
Principal salary in the 

School Committee OKs 
level-service budget

WARE – Ware Soccer 
Coach Herb Foley congratu-
lated the players on U9/U10 
girls team for their third ses-
sion at Soccer City and U11/
U12 girls team for their first, 
second and third sessions.

Foley said all  of the 

team’s had “outstanding” 
sessions. 

“I’d like to congratu-
late all of you,” Foley said. 
“Plus, I would like to thank 
Josephine for coaching the 
U9/U10 team and always 
being there to help out…I do 

appreciate that very much.”
Foley said Josephine, 

who is a high school student, 
“did a great job at a coaching 
level” and that she received 
many compliments from the 
team’s parents. 

Submitted Photo
Ware Soccer’s U9/U10 and U11/12 girls teams celebrated successful indoor soccer sessions 
at Soccer City.

Successful indoor soccer sessions

Please see BUDGET, 
page 15

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
East Quabbin Land Trust’s 
Geocache Scavenger Hunt 
will begin on April 19 and run 
through May 4. 

Appropriate for both chil-
dren and adults, EQLT’s 
Geocache Scavenger Hunt 
pairs an outdoor scaven-
ger hunt with a word game. 
Registration is open through 
May 2, and participants may 
register as individuals, a fam-
ily or a group. 

“Our annual Geocache 
Scavenger Hunt is a popular, 
family-friendly activity and a 
fantastic way to get outdoors 
to enjoy the first signs of 
spring at our preserves,” said 
Cynthia Henshaw, Executive 
Director of the East Quabbin 
Land Trust. “As a land trust, 
we are always encouraging 
people to get outside to enjoy 
nature, and the Geocache 
Scavenger Hunt is a fun way 
to do it.”  

The Geocache Scavenger 

Hunt involves a self-paced 
search for geocaches, or 
boxes, hidden at various 
EQLT preserves using GPS 
technology typically found on 
a smartphone. Each registrant 
may collect one item at each 
geocache. 

Players then bring their 
items to the Reveal Party, 
which will be held at EQLT’s 
office, 120 Ridge Road, on 
Sunday, May 4 at 2 p.m. 
Scavenger Hunt participants 
will have the chance to meet 
and play a game against other 
participants at the Reveal 
Party using the items they 
collected during the Geocache 
Scavenger Hunt. 

To learn more about it and 
to sign up, go to EQLT’s web-
site at eqlt.org/geocache-scav-
enger-hunt/. Cost is $20 per 
entry, with a reduced entry 
fee for children and youths 
under 15. Email Henshaw 
at chenshaw@eqlt.org for 
reduced-fee registration.

EQLT’s Geocache Scavenger 
Hunt kicks off on April 19

Lions Club hosts 
38th annual 
River Race on 
April 27

STURBRIDGE – The 
Sturbridge Lions Club 
River Race will be held on 
Sunday, April 27 with reg-
istration at 9 a.m. 

Since 1987, the 38th 
A n n u a l  R iv e r  R a c e 
has been held on the 
Quinebaug River, known 
as the “River of the long 
Fish” (eels). 

The first craft off will 
be at 11 a.m. from the 
famous Turners Ball Field 
in Fiskdale. There will be 
thrills, spills, picnics, and 
a family fun day. 

The race finishes at 
the popular Westville 
Recreation Area. Walking 
trails on site. 

After the cold of win-
ter, come out and enjoy the 
sunshine and if you own a 
canoe, raft or kayak, this 
event is for you.

For more information, 
people may call Lion 
Randy at 603-818-3133. please recycle this newspaper
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anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
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is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

I am so sad! One of my 
prime gardens, a very cool 
multi planting of spring bulbs 
is showing signs of 
munching!  

I am pretty sure 
deer are the culprit. 
What should I do? 

Wipe  my tears 
and look back in the 
archives to refresh my 
memory and maybe 
enlighten my readers 
in the various ways 
to send the deer on to 
greener pastures.

Fencing   
Experts agree that fenc-

ing is the best way of keep-
ing deer out of the garden. 
Nonelectric fencing options 
are many and include tall 
vertical fences, inward slant-
ed fences, solid board fences 
and fences made of plastic 
netting. 

A vertical fence made out 
of woven wire and wooden 
posts will work well to keep 
deer out if it is at least eight 
feet tall. Slanted fences can 
be shorter but should extend 
inward at a 45 degree angle 
to capitalize on the deer’s 
need to negotiate both height 
and width when jumping.  

Solid board fencing can 
be shorter as well; if the deer 
can’t see through the fence 
a safe landing is question-
able, and jumping is usually 
avoided. Fencing made from 
black plastic netting has risen 
in popularity of late. It blends 
into the scenery, is less 
expensive than other mate-
rials and at seven and a half 
feet tall is height restrictive.  

No matter what type of 
fence you choose, it is best 
to fence first and plant later, 
since deer have been known 
to figure out all kinds of 

obstacles in search of a good 
dinner.  

Deterrents and repellents  
These tactics work on the 

principle that if it’s new, it 
spells trouble, and trouble 
spells predator. To be suc-
cessful at this type of deer 
warfare, use several different 
options, rotate them through-
out the season and change 
them before they “become 
part of the scenery.”  

Scented soap repels deer 
because they hate its smell. 
Drill a hole in the bar of 
deodorant soap and hang 
it with some twine at deer 
height (three to six feet off 
the ground) on the tree or 
shrub in jeopardy.  

Human or dog hair will 
likewise repel deer and is 
usually free for the sweep-
ing at the beauty parlor 
or dog groomer. Scented 
dryer sheets have also been 
known to keep Bambi at 
bay, although they must be 
replaced after each heavy 
rain. 

For the best measure of 
control, hang the sheets, bars 
of soap or sachets of hair 
three feet apart.

Commercial  prepara-
tions such as Deer Off and 
Deer Away rely on sulfur 
compounds to repel deer 
and other garden critters. To 
make a homemade version of 

these products blend an egg, 
a cup of water and a couple 
of garlic cloves in the blend-

er.  
After a week or 

more of fermenting 
the noxious liquid can 
be sprinkled over sus-
ceptible plants.  Don’t 
worry; within a short 
time the smell will be 
undetectable to you, 
but pungent as ever to 
our four legged brows-
ers.

Scarecrows work only 
minimally well to scare off 
deer, and to be the most 
effective, they must take the 
animal off guard. Assemble 
your scarecrow with as many 
moving parts as possible and 
position it in a different spot 
of the yard every couple of 
nights.  

Hinged appendages, cloth-
ing that flaps in the breeze, 
eyes that bobble may just 
send Bambi into flight. One 
year I filled my scarecrow’s 
pockets with deodorant soap 
for a double whammy!

Deerscape your yard  
Instead of planting your 

gardens full of tulips or mus-
cari, like I did, choose daf-
fodils, snowdrops, fritillaria 
and alliums instead. Good 
luck!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Letter to the editor

I am Elizabeth Cyran 
and I am running for Select 
Board and Planning Board 
in Hardwick.

I was born and raised 
in West Hardwick, went to 
Hardwick schools, and now 
live on Hardwick Pond with 
my husband Franklyn, of 
38 years.

I am running for the 
office of Select Board and 
Planning board because 
I am passionate about 
Hardwick. 

It is important our select 
board keep close watch on 
spending so our town is 
affordable for people such 
as myself while attracting 
new residents, and encour-
ages more agriculture and 
small business. We don’t 
need special interests to 
‘fix’ us, we have great ideas 
and a willingness to work 
to keep our town the special 
oasis it is.

I  fought beside you 
against a racetrack and a 
dump. I am willing to lobby 
Beacon Hill to keep this 
part of the state pristine, 
and to get the bill passed to 
compensate us for protect-
ing Quabbin. 

I will make the board 
welcoming, and listen to 
you. No longer will our cit-
izens input be discouraged.  
We will explain what we 
are doing in a timely man-
ner, and if we can’t not do 
something, we will explain 
why.

I have a long term plan 
to help make Hardwick 
better. It involves rehab-
bing historic properties for 
community use, as well as 
senior housing, shops, over-
night lodging, and removal 
of condemned buildings in 
Gilbertville. All in keeping 
with the town’s rural char-
acter and without bringing 
in bad actors.   

On the Planning Board 
all zoning changes must fit 
the character of Hardwick 
specifically, not a “cut and 
paste” from another town or 
from the state’s regulations. 
I want to make sure uses fit 
the area they are proposed 
for, and, for specific oper-
ations, the board gets input 
from people already operat-

ing in that field in our town.  
We need to make sure 

we are not opening the town 
up for future lawsuits, and/
or bad actors to slip through 
a crack left open that allows 
for something we did not 
intend.

The Planning Board 
needs to be focused on 
making sure their spe-
cial permits applications 
address whether granting 
any permit would adversely 
affect the quality of life of 
the neighborhood and town 
and not if it would bring 
revenue to the town. That 
is not the Planning Board’s 
duty. 

I have a long history of 
service to qualify me for 
these positions. I grew up 
on a family farm, was in 
4-H, including as a junior 
leader. I was a Special 
police officer in both 
Waltham and Boston, a pri-
vate investigator, an aux-
iliary Hampshire County 
Sheriff, and member of 
the Central Mass Police 
Association.  

I was a member of Ware 
Community Development. 
In Hardwick I served on the 
Conservation Commission, 
Sewer Commission, and 
currently on the Historical 
Commission. I am a life 
member of the Hardwick 
Historical Society and a 
previous board member.  

I have been self-em-
ployed my entire life, in 
real estate, photography 
and a limousine service.  
My husband and I still do 
estate sales and buy and sell 
antiques. You may enjoy 
the organic blueberries I 
sell at the Farmer’s Market 
every summer on the com-
mon.  

Many also know me for 
our American Paint hors-
es and our love of German 
Shepherd dogs. 

I feel I will do a great 
job for Hardwick because 
I care and I am invested 
in this town.  I am asking 
for your vote on May 3 for 
Select Board and Planning 
Board in Hardwick.

Elizabeth Cyran
Hardwick

Cyran seeks election for 
Select Board, Planning Board

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Deer demolishing your bulbs?
Mine too.  Read on.

Dear Editor,

I want to share my utter 
disappointment in our now 
re-signed BOS member, 
Terry Smith.  

From the beginning of 
his term there has been 
controversy.  His physical-
ly living “out of town” and 
not being fully transparent 
to the Ware voters, marred 
his whole year as a member 
of the BOS.  

Mr. Smith also wait-
ed till after the Special 
Meeting on the Mary Lane 
Hospi ta l  s ight  zoning 
change, where he spoke 
out “against” the change as 
a BOS member. Just three 
days later, he filed his res-
ignation letter.  

The timing of this, three 
days before the town elec-
tion, has now caused the 
town even more issues.  
T h e  B O S  ( B o a r d  o f 
Selectmen) is slated to have 
a five member board for a 
reason.  

Often the current chair, 
has to recuse herself from 
voting. If someone else is 
absent for whatever rea-
son…we will not have a 
quorum to vote. Mr. Smith 
did our town a big “dis-ser-
vice” by not resigning in 
advance of the town elec-
tion.  

The BOS now needs to 
do what is right…and call 
for a special election.

Citizens should not have 
to take up a petition…
to force the Selectmen to 
do the right thing. Get this 
going soon, so people who 
are interested, can get their 
papers filed, and we can 
continue to move forward.  

The BOS have a lot of 
work to be done for this 
town, and we need all five 
members ready to do the 
work.

Sincerely,

Catherine Cascio
Ware

Resident shares views on 
Selectboard resignation 

Purple Martin

T h e  P u r p l e  M a r t i n 
Conservation Association 
reported in a press release 
the sighting of the first purple 
martin in Massachusetts on 
April 4 in Rehoboth.

The sighting was by a pur-
ple martin enthusiast, one of 
many individuals, who track 
and report on the birds’ annu-
al migration. 

“The first purple mar-
tin arrivals of the season are 
always an exciting event,” 

s a i d  J o e 
S i e g r i s t , 
President of 
t h e  P u r p l e 
M a r t i n 
Conservation 
Association. 
“Tracking the 
migration is 
not only fun, 
it also pro-

vides us with valuable infor-
mation that helps inform our 
research and strengthen our 
efforts to make sure we’re 
doing everything possible 
to sustain the population of 
these amazing birds.”

The Purple Martin is North 
America’s largest species 
of swallow. It winters in the 
rainforests of Brazil

before making up to a 
7000-mile migration north 
into the eastern United States 
and Canada.  

T h e  P u r p l e  M a r t i n 
Conservation Association 
said, “The annual migra-
tion is a testament to the 
martins’ resilience as well 
as the unwavering dedica-
tion of thousands of ‘mar-
tin landlords.’ who maintain 
multi-compartment nest ‘con-
dos’ that are essential for the 
birds’ survival. Once wide-

spread in rural America, this 
species, that eats billions of 
flying insects annually, has 
been disappearing at an 
alarming rate, experiencing a 
loss of one-third of its popula-
tion over the last 50 years. 

“The decline seems to 
be the combination of a few 
factors: nesting habitat loss, 
competing invasive species, 
decreasing prey availabili-
ty, and climate change,” said 
Siegrist. “Over the majority 
of the purple martins’ range, 
they are unable to nest nat-
urally any longer. Human-
provided nest boxes are the 
only thing keeping the spe-
cies alive east of the Rocky 
Mountains.”

The purple martin, the 
largest swallow in North 
America, is between 7.5 and 
7.9 inches long. The adult 
males are iridescent, dark 
blue-purple overall  with 
brown-black wings and tail. 
Both the females and imma-
tures are duller with vari-
able amounts of gray on the 
head and chest with a whitish 
lower belly. 

These birds are colonial 
with dozens of martins nest-

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 5
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on August 8th!!!!
Help make this year’s show even bigger!!! 

Limited menu.
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Bartender & Bartender & 

Wait Staff Night!!!Wait Staff Night!!!
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a night of
KARAOKE

OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC

ing in the same spot in open 
areas especially near water. 
They return to the same nest-
ing spot. In the east, they nest 
almost exclusively in nest 
boxes and martin houses. In 
the west, they nest in natural 
cavities.

Martins fly rapidly and 
feed on large, aerial insects 
such as dragonflies. They 
often feed higher in the air 
than other swallows. The 
female lays three to six white 
eggs. She lays one to two 
broods per year.

Sandhill cranes
A neighbor, who lives 

about a mile as the crow flies 
from my hayfield, emailed he 
had a pair in the back of his 
cornfield on April 5. He said, 
“I only saw them cuz they 
were quite talkative. They 
just flew from my field again,  
both times in your direction. 
Now that I know what they 
sound like, I have heard them 
quite a bit this spring. They 
seem to talk whenever they 
fly.” 

We both hope they will 
nest in the area. My daughter 
saw the pair of sandhill cranes 
in my hayfield on April 10.

Worthington birds
A Worthington birder 

reported flocks of goldfinches 
and redwing blackbirds mixed 
with a few grackles.

He said in his email, “Fun 
seeing the golds golding up 
and hearing the blackbirds, 
cheerfully chattering in the 
trees is welcome as spring up 
here.”

Brimfield birds
In late March, a Brimfield 

resident sent an email. He 
said, “Chilly morning, it was 
quite cool when I put out the 
feeders this morning. We have 
the wood stove going now. 
In the yard yesterday was a 
first of the year sighting, twp 
song sparrows.” Four female 
turkeys showed up late in the 
day.

He frequently visits local 
ponds in search of birds espe-
cially water fowl. 

He said, “In Warren there 
were nine ring-necked ducks 
on one of the ponds. I got 
some pictures last week of 
ring-necked ducks in excel-
lent light and you could actu-
ally see the brown ring at the 
base of the neck on several 
birds, something I seldom 
see. A few great blue herons 
at the pond on South Street 
and saw a second osprey at 
the pond for the first time this 
year.”

Bald eagle
On Tuesday, April 15 I 

saw a mature, bald eagle 

perched in a dead tree in the 
beaver pond at the edge of my 
hayfield. When I returned an 
hour later, it was still there. In 
the afternoon, when I went to 
pickup my granddaughter at 
the bus stop, it was still in the 
same tree. 

People may report a bird 

sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 4

community

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Selectboard 
voted to temporarily reduce 
the quorum of the annual 
town meeting to be held on 
Monday, May 12. 

At the April 15 meeting, 
Vice-Chair Josh Kusnierz 
said the Charter Review 
Committee has discussed 
proposing a reduced quorum 
from 100 to 80. He said the 
town has tried holding town 
meetings on different dates 
and times, but it has not 
helped to reach the current 
quorum consistently.

M o d e r a t o r  K a t h l e e n 
Coulombe said the town has 
had to reschedule both spe-
cial and annual town meet-

ings several times due to 
lack of quorum. She said a 
reduced or eliminated quo-
rum has shown a “boom” in 
attendance at town meetings 
in other communities.

“I think any kind of 
reduction would be helpful,” 
she said. 

The Selectboard voted to 
temporarily reduce the annu-
al town meeting quorum to 
80.

Pine Street concerns
Town Manager Stuart 

Beckley said the board 
received a request to review 
the establishment of a two-
hour parking area along 
a stretch of Pine Street, 
extending from East Street 
to around Cherry Street 
Extension. He said an issue 
was raised about a curb cut 

and how it would impact 
available parking for both 
residents and members of the 
Weir River Social Club. 

He said there are still 
three parking spaces possible 
in that section, even though 
they are not marked. Parking 
is only allowed on one side 
of Pine Street in this area.

Beckley said a recom-
mendation is needed from 
the Public Safety Officer to 
create a time limited parking 
area.

The Selectboard members 
will continue discussion at 
the next regular meeting on 
May 6.

Town Manager’s report
H e  s a i d  a  s p e c i a l 

Selectboard meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, April 29 

at 6:30 p.m. to meet with 
the Finance Committee and 
Moderator to review the 
annual town meeting war-
rant. 

Beckley said the Parks 
Commission has select-
ed a restroom design that 
will fit within the available 
grant funding. He said they 
will use additional fund-
ing through the American 
Rescue Plan Act to connect 
the restrooms to the town’s 
sewer and water systems.

He said the town is 
approaching the closing 
date on the purchase of the 
Pelski property adjacent to 
Grenville Park. This parcel 
will be used as conservation 
and recreation land and the 
East Quabbin Land Trust has 
applied for a grant to contin-

ue the rail trail from Church 
Street into the park. 

Beckley said the town 
received bids for the water 
tank project, which came in 
approximately $1.5 million 
less than anticipated. He said 
bids were also received for 
the fixing of fire hydrants.

Beckley announced that 
Department of Public Works 
Director Dennis Morton has 
submitted his resignation 
after accepting a position in 
another town.

Resignation
S e l e c t b o a r d  C h a i r 

Nancy Talbot read a let-
ter of resignation submitted 
by board member Terrance 
Smith, who has changed 
his official voter registra-
tion. Smith resigned from 

the Selectboard, Hospital 
Review Committee and 
Capital Planning Committee.

Smith stated in his let-
ter that he is proud to have 
served the town as an elect-
ed and appointed official. He 
thanked the community for 
the opportunity to serve. 

Talbot said the town will 
need to hold a special elec-
tion to fill the vacancy on the 
Selectboard. She said town 
counsel said that the vacan-
cy can only be filled by vot-
ers at an election, and not by 
appointment. 

Appointment
Valer ie  Granger  was 

appointed to serve on the 
town’s 250th Celebration 
Committee. 

Selectboard temporarily reduces quorum for upcoming ATM

WARE – Ware Grange’s 
first gardening workshop 
of the year, “Peas, Peppers, 
Potatoes and Pumpkins,” will 
be held on Monday, April 28 
at 7 p.m. at the Grange Hall at 
297 Belchertown Road.

The presenter will be 
Roberta McQuaid, author 
of  the  weekly  “ In  the 

Garden” column for Turley 
Publications. 

It’s almost time to sow 
peas, and there are things you 
can do to prepare for the other 
“P” vegetables, too, from 
heating up your soil in antic-
ipation of pepper planting, to 
green sprouting your pota-
toes, and starting pumpkin 

seedlings indoors to thwart 
bugs and get earlier yields. 
Learn how to store or process 
these vegetables so that you 
can save money on your gro-
cery bill even after the gar-
dening season has passed. 

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.

Grange hosts first gardening workshop on April 28

WARE – During Mental 
Health Awareness Month, 
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s 
and students from Ware 
Public Schools, will gath-
er at Grenville Park for the 
second annual Out of the 
Darkness Campus Walk 
to benefit the American 
Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention.

The 5K walk will be held 
at Grenville Park, 73 Church 

St., on Saturday, May 3, 
with check-in starting at 9 
a.m. and the walk at 10 a.m. 
People can register at afsp.
org/ware. 

This event was estab-
lished last year by School 
Resource Officer Jeannine 
Bonnayer and Ware Public 
Schools  Food Serv ice 
Manager Kristen Murphy, 
to help to bring awareness 
to and start a conversation 

about suicide. In March of 
2023, Murphy’s son Ethan 
Donnelly died by suicide at 
the age of 24. 

Murphy died in February 
of this year, after a brief but 
fierce battle with a rare and 
aggressive cancer. This walk 
fundraiser was a cause very 
close to her heart, and a way 
she could honor her son’s 
memory. 

Suicide awareness walk returns 
to Grenville Park on May 3

support community journalism
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drunk drivers.
Car crashes are the lead-

ing cause of death in teens, 
with almost one-third of driv-
ers between the ages of 15-20 
years old killed in these acci-
dents having consumed alco-
hol. 

Rebecca Edwards, Drug 
Free Communities Program 
Director for the Town of 
Ware and the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance said 
there is never a bad time to 
talk to your child about 
impaired driving. 

“Ultimately, it is help-
ful for caregivers to have 
age appropriate conversa-
tions about substance use and 
impaired driving throughout 
their child’s life,” she said. 
“Before big celebrations like 
prom, graduation, birthdays 
etc. it’s a good time to remind 
a young person that they can 
always call if they need a safe 
ride home. Making a plan for 
a safe ride in advance can help 
with in-the-moment decision 
making for young people who 
are feeling stuck and pres-
sured to make a hard choice.”

Edward said there are 
a few things that caregiv-
ers can do to help keep their 
teens safe. First, caregivers 
can set a positive example by 
not driving under the influ-
ence, and not driving while 
distracted. They can make a 
point to talk to their children 
and teens about these things 
as well, pointing out why they 
are focusing on driving with a 
clear mind. 

Caregivers can also set 
clear rules and expectations 
around driving and substance 
use. 

“Research says that these 
clear messages help teens 
make healthier choices,” 
Edwards said. 

Also, caregivers can pri-
oritize safety above all else 
by offering to be a safe and 
non-judgmental ride home if 
needed. 

“If caregivers aren’t in a 
situation where they can offer 
a safe ride, they can work with 
their young person to devel-
op a safety plan for who to 
contact if a ride is needed,” 
she said. “For example, maybe 
it’s a close family friend or 
a relative. Safety planning 
in advance helps people 
make healthier choices in the 
moment.”

Prior to the mock crash 
event, the QHSUA sent a let-
ter home to caregivers, offer-
ing ways to prevent impaired 
driving.

Talk to your young person 
often about your expectations 
around substance use. Set 
clear rules.

If you are able, promise 
your young person a judg-
ment-free ride if they end up 
in a scary situation. Make sure 

they know you are there to 
call if they need you. If you 
cannot provide a ride, brain-
storm with your teenager what 
the plan should be if they need 
to call someone to help them 
get home safely. Perhaps there 
is a trusted friend or relative 
you could make an agreement 
with in advance. 

Remind young people that 
even if they plan to use sub-
stances at some point in their 
lives, the longer they delay 
that use, the better it is for 
their bodies and brains. Brains 
are fully developed around 
the age of 25, and until then, 
brains need to be treated with 
care. Because of how the brain 
grows and develops, the ear-
lier someone uses substances, 
the higher a chance they will 
develop a dependent relation-
ship with that substance at 
some point in their life.

Model how to have a 
healthy relationship to alcohol 
as an adult.

Stay up to date on the sci-
ence. A lot of new information 
has been coming out about 
links between alcohol and 
cancer, as well as other poten-
tial harms. This really changes 
some ideas people have held 
for a long time. For example, 
the idea that a glass of wine 
a day is healthy for the heart 
is a myth, not a fact. What we 
are learning is always chang-
ing, so staying up to date will 
serve you well. 

Remind your young per-
son that sometimes people 
make worse decisions or can 
be taken advantage of when 
they are under the influence 
of alcohol. Help your teenager 
think about how they might be 
an active bystander and watch 
out for their friends. 

T h e  Q u a b o a g  H i l l s 
Substance Use Alliance also 
recommended the follow-
ing resources:  https://qhsua.
o rg / p a r e n t - p r ev e n t i o n / , 
h t tps : / /www.samhsa.gov/
substance-use/prevention/
talk-they-hear-you, https://
www.you tube . com/p lay -
l is t?l is t=PLF9AJsIzU3X-
VO5a8-MS7KPzi18yagY29T 
and https://www.collabora-
tive.org/youth-and-families/
healthy-families-community/
spiffy/parents-and-caregivers/.

MOCK 
CRASH

CRASH from page1

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Firefighters assessed a mock crash victim inside the car.

Firefighters worked to remove the roof of the car. Firefighters secured one of the mock crash actors after removing him from the vehicle.

Lieutenant David Gambino listened to the radio.

Sergeant Scott Lawrence conducted field sobriety tests 
with one of the teen drivers involved in the mock crash.

Firefighter/EMT Dakota Harper communicated over the 
radio during the mock crash event.

Student actors are led away from the mock crash site by 
Firefighter/EMT Dakota Harper.

Lieutenant Jason McNeaney used an axe to break the roof 
of the car.

Firefighter/
EMT Daniel 

O’Brien 
brought 
wooded 

blocks over 
to the mock 

crash site.

Deputy Fire Chief Jeremy 
Boulrice surveyed the scene.

Lieutenant Laura Fandrey and Firefighter/EMT Joseph 
Tuminello responded to the scene as EMTs.

Officer Jeannine 
Bonnayer directed 
traffic as firetrucks 
and ambulances 
arrived on the scene.

Firefighters transported one of the mock crash victims to 
the ambulance.

UMass 
LifeFlight 
landed in 
the Army 
National 

Guard 
Recruiting 

Office park-
ing lot.

Lieutenant 
David Gambino 
offered support 

to Firefighter/
EMT Matt 

Gambino as a 
mock crash vic-
tim is removed 
from a vehicle.

The LifeFlight crew responded to transport a victim in the 
mock crash.
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, April 26 ~ 7pm-11pm

Uncle Country
Upcoming Events

Saturday, May 10
7pm-11pm

Pure CountryWednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All WelcomeSaturday Nights 

also if no band

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

once or twice a month for an 
hour, there often isn’t much 
time for the public to share 
their views.

“We should not be censor-
ing the citizens of Hardwick,” 
she said. 

Cyran said she will also 
focus on ways to develop 
vacant town-owned buildings 
in a way that enhances the 
town.

Schaaf has served on the 
Planning Board, Historical 
Commiss ion ,  Recycl ing 
Commission, Wheelwright 
Water District Commission 
and as the town’s repre-
sentative on the Central 
Massachuset ts  Regional 
Planning Commission. He 
has also been a board mem-
ber of the East Quabbin Land 
Trust and the treasurer of the 
Hardwick Community Fair. 

“I want to continue my 
service to Hardwick,” Schaaf 
said. “I will listen to all sides 
of an issue before making a 
decision.”

Smith said the town’s res-
idents deserve dedicated and 
transparent leadership. 

“Today, our town is fac-
ing challenges financially,” he 
said. “I don’t think there are 
any easy solutions to the prob-
lems we face.” 

Smith said he is concerned 
with the rising cost of living 
in town, and how many people 
are moving because they can 
no longer afford to stay here.

Smith said there also needs 
to be a better way to post 
meeting minutes and agen-
das to help keep residents 
informed about key issues. 
He said when he tried getting 
meeting minutes many were 
missing or incomplete. 

The candidates were asked 
what their top three priorities 
were for the town, and they 
all said that finances were a 
major concern.

“We do have to face the 
financial deficit and take a 
realistic look at the town’s 
finances,” Schaaf said. 

H e  s a i d  r eg i o n a l i z -
ing services is one way the 
town has addressed finan-
cial needs, by combining 
the Police Department with 
New Braintree’s and utilizing 
ambulance services from West 
Brookfield and Barre. He said 
the town can continue to look 
for ways to share services 
with other towns.

Schaaf said the towns 
vacant buildings also need to 
be taken care of. 

“Those buildings have 
historical characteristics that 
need to be preserved,” he said. 

Smith said the town’s 
financial matters are “huge” 
and he plans to focus on them 
in addition to improving meet-
ing minutes and agendas. The 
rising costs of things such as 
employee health insurance is 
just one of the big expenses 
the town has to deal with.

“I don’t have all  the 
answers, but I am here to fix 
things,” he said. 

Another question the can-
didates answered related to 
conservation restrictions, and 
whether they would vote for 
or against placing them on 
parcels of land.

Smith said the town has 
almost a third of its land in 
conservation restriction, 
which he said could have a 
negative financial impact.

“Right now, Hardwick is 
over 33% in conservation…it 
comes off of the tax roll,” he 
said. “I love the open space 
here, but it is killing us.”

Smith said he is not in 
favor of large scale develop-
ment, but he likes the idea of 
developing agrotourism, and 
the Gilbertville mill being 
reused.

“We must do something. 
We need to be fiscally respon-
sible,” Smith said when con-
serving open space and limit-
ing development.

Schaaf said as someone 
who enjoys the outdoors, he 
is in support of land conserva-
tion in town.

“I don’t see it as a waste,” 
he said. “I see it as a part of 
our town.”

Schaaf said he has seen 
other rural towns quickly get 
overdeveloped and noted that 
they’re not much better off 
than Hardwick is financially. 

“The development just 
ruins the character of the 
town,” he said.

Schaaf added that some of 
the 33% of land in conserva-
tion restriction is owned by 
the commonwealth for the 
Quabbin Reservoir and that 
the town does receive pay-
ment in lieu of taxes for it. 

Cyran spoke about the 
different types of conserva-
tion restrictions and said she 
“would like to see that one-
third pay something versus 
paying nothing.”

“We need to get a handle 
on the finances in this town,” 
Cyran said. 

Cyran said she grew up on 
a farm and she doesn’t want to 
see her town become overde-
veloped and lose its character.

“I want this rural character 

to stay the way it is,” Cyran 
said.

She said it was possi-
ble to bring industry back to 
Gilbertville, as well as small 
shops, a bed and breakfast and 
more. She said there is also an 
opportunity for senior housing 
in the village.

Cyran also spoke about 
developing the Ruggles Hill 
Road School into a commu-
nity center or kitchen, which 
she had previously proposed 
to the Select Board members.

“All of these things would 
make the town a better town,” 
she said. 

Planning Board
Cyran is also running 

against  incumbent  John 
Samek for a three-year seat on 
the Planning Board. 

Samek said he bought his 
first property in Hardwick 40 
years ago, and he was drawn 
to the town’s farming oppor-
tunities and school system. He 
has served on the town’s Parks 
and Recreation Committee 
and Agricultural Commission 
in addition to the Planning 
Board. 

“The Planning Board is 
a nice representation of the 
town,” Samek said. 

Cyran said she was born 
and raised in Hardwick, and 
remembers when the town had 
only 2,100 people living in it. 

“I have some concerns 
about what’s going on with 
the Planning Board,” she said.

One of these concerns is 
zoning changes, which will 
be voted on at a special town 
meeting on Thursday, April 
24 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town 
House. 

“Not all changes to zoning 
regulations should just be cut 
and paste,” Cyran said. “They 
should be tailored to what’s 
important in Hardwick.”

 Cyran said more people 
need to be aware of what the 
Planning Board does.

“We need to be asking 
hard questions, whether or not 
they’re popular or not,” she 
said.

Samek said the town itself 
is a business with employees, 
payroll and more. In recent 
years, a number of large scale 

businesses have come before 
the town seeking approval, but 
all have been voted down by 
residents.

“The million dollar ques-
tion is, ‘what businesses?’” he 
said.

Samek said when it came 
to these big proposals, many 
in town were divided on what 
the best option would be to 
help the town’s finances while 
also preserving its rural char-
acter.

“Some of us thought it was 
a good fit; some of us didn’t,” 
he said in reference to these 
large proposals. 

Samek said the develop-
ment of the Gilbertville mill 
should bring in revenue to the 
town, and he would like to see 
agrobusinesses continue to 
grow.

“Everything is changing 
including agriculture,” he said. 
“Agrotourism is big and a big 
part of the future of agricul-
ture.”

Cyran said she is also in 
favor of agriculture and noted 
the success of the Stillman’s 
farm. She said she would sup-
port small businesses in any 
way she could.

Cyran said if elected she 
would make sure the Planning 
Board worked closely with 
other boards and committees 
to share information and come 
up with new ideas.

Samek agreed and said, 
“when good people work 
together anything can hap-
pen.”

When asked if they were 
in favor of allowing the land-
fill to reopen and expand on 
Patrill Hollow Road, Cyran 
said she was strongly against 
it due to its health hazards, the 
threat of pollution to the aqui-
fer, along with noise, odor and 
traffic. 

Samek said he is pro-busi-
ness for every business and 
that the landfill was in exis-
tence when he first moved to 
town.

Samek said he works as 
a subcontractor for Casella, 
the owner of the landfill, as a 
plow driver and that the com-
pany has been a good neigh-
bor to him. He said currently 
there is no proposal before the 

town to move forward with 
the landfill project. 

Samek said his biggest 
fear is the state stepping in 
and taking control away from 
the town when it comes to the 
landfill.

Paige Memorial 
Library Trustee

Lisa Gaskill and Barry 
Koch are both seeking elec-
tion to fill a one-year term 
as Paige Memorial Library 
Trustee.

Gaskill said she has lived 
in town for 25 years and 
has worked many years as a 
librarian, starting when she 
was a high school student. 

In 1999 she was hired by 
Eagle Hill School as its first 
ever librarian when there 
were no books and less than 
10 computers on campus. She 
built a collection that “grew 
from zero to 10,000 volumes.”

 Through her work experi-
ence, Gaskill has done many 
of the tasks required by the 
role of trustee.

“I hope that my experience 
can support the Paige library 
staff,” Gaskill said. 

Koch said he moved to 
town in 2024 and works as 
a laborer at the Recycling 
Center and helps maintain the 
Town House. 

He said he helped his 
friend move thousands of 
books from New York to 
Hardwick in the back of his 
decommissioned ambulance 
and that he now uses the 
ambulance to transport cheese 
across town, or items from the 
Recycling Center’s swap shed 
to resident’s homes.

Koch has a background in 
graphic design and enjoys cre-
ating logos for libraries at no 
charge. He took his first job 
working for a library back in 
2012 and has filled many roles 
including assisting patrons. 

“I love doing stuff for 
libraries,” he said. 

Uncontested positions and 
election information

The following candidates 
are running unopposed for 
the remaining positions on 
the ballot: Assessor, Lucinda 
Childs; Constables, Eric 
Vollheim, Ryan J. Witkos, 
Tina Lindsey-Pease; K-12 
Quabbin Regional School 
Committee, Jennifer Garvey; 
K-12 Quabbin Regional 
School Committee (two-year 
term), Kristyl Kelly; Board 
of Health, Richard Romano; 
Paige Memorial Library 
Trustees, Stacey Hill and 
Laura Grunwerg; and Paige 
Agricultural Fund Trustee, 
Nathan Goddard.

The annual town election 
will be held on Saturday, May 
3 with polling hours from 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Hardwick 
Elementary School, 76 School 
House Drive. 

CANDIDATES from page 1

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Shown from left are John Samek, candidate for re-election to the Planning Board; 
Elizabeth Cyran, candidate for the Planning Board and Select Board; Jeffrey Schaaf, candi-
date for Select Board and Jeffery Smith, candidate for Select Board. 

Tri-Parish 
Community 
Church hosts 
19th annual 
event
Plant, bake, 
craft and tag 
sale scheduled 
for May 17,18

HARDWICK – The 
Tri-Parish Community 
Church is  pleased to 
announce they will be 
holding its 19th Annual 
Plant, Bake Sale, Craft & 
Tag Sale on the Hardwick 
Common Saturday and 
Sunday, May 17 and 18 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. each 
day. 

Th i s  popu la r  Eas t 
Quabbin area event will 
feature traditional, favor-
ite, and connoisseur peren-
nials, plus selected annu-
als, heirloom vegetable 
plants, and herbs in time 
for spring planting. There 
is a wonderful variety in 
plants offered through 
several  local  vendors 
including Stillman’s Farm 
and Howe’s Farm and 
Garden of New Braintree, 
Inishowen Farms of North 
Brookfield, and “home-
grown lovelies” from pri-
vate gardens. 

A delicious assortment 
of home-baked desserts 
and breads will also be 
sold. The event is held rain 
or shine. 

The Church is also 
seeking vendors for their 
annual Tag and Craft sale 
to coincide with the Plant 
and Bake Sale. Spaces on 
the Hardwick Common 
will be offered for $35 
each. Applications may 
be obtained by contacting 
Marguerite by emailing 
mcrevier1.mc@gmail.com 
or calling 413-477-6942.

Please reserve your 
space early. All are wel-
come.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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of their community. 
“Its good to have that com-

munity connection,” Beaudry 
said. “Kids get to know their 
community members.”

The readers would make 
their way into the school and 
meet at the school library for 
a light breakfast. There was 
coffee, donuts, and muffins 
all donated by the Dunkin’ 
in Warren. The readers were 
also gifted these beautiful 
key chains that were designed 
by WCES Office Secretary 
Amanda McDermott. 

There were many read-
ers who participated in com-
munity reading before and 
some were participating for 
the very first time. Quaboag 
Superintendent Stephen Duff 
loves reading to the students 
and was returning for this 
year’s Community Reading 
Day. Duff was reading “The 
Bad Seed” to first graders. 

Angela Menard of the 
School Committee was a 
first-time community read-
er and would read a story 
to Ms. Kenyon’s first grade 
class. With Easter Sunday 
approaching, Menard read 
“The Easter Egg”. 

Dr. Kirsten Esposito is the 
Director of Student Support 
Services for the Quaboag 
Regional School District and 
was returning for her second 
consecutive year for commu-
nity reading. Esposito read 
“The Boy Who Harnessed the 
Wind” to Ms. Cygan’s fourth 
grade class. 

Prior to reading to the stu-
dents, each community mem-
ber would talk about their 
careers and the specific roles 
of their jobs. Warren Fire 

Chief Adam Lavoie returned 
for his 13th time participating 
in Community Reading Day 
and read to Mrs. Morin’s sec-
ond grade class. 

Before reading, many stu-
dents asked Lavoie questions 
about his role as the Fire 
Chief and talked about fire 
safety. Lavoie read the book 
“Have you Filled a Bucket 
Today”. 

First  t ime community 
readers Monica Begin and 
Ashley Rivet of Country 
Bank arrived at WCES and 
were excited to be reading to 
Ms. Gaudreau’s kindergarten 
class. Begin was reading “The 
Magician’s Hat” and Rivet 
was reading “It’s Okay to Be 
Different”. 

WCES Principal Eugene 
Rich welcomed the communi-
ty readers and mentioned how 
excited the students are for 
Community Reading Day. 

“The kids look up to you 
as role models, celebrities,” 
Rich said. “Makes these expe-
riences special.”

Community Reading Day 
is all about developing a love 
for reading and the school 
greatly appreciates the com-
munity members’ time for 
reading to the students. Duff 
briefly spoke and said this is 
one of his favorite days of the 
year. 

“Today is really about the 
kids and meeting their com-
munity members,” Duff said. 

W a r r e n  T o w n 
Administrator James Ferrera 
participated in community 
reading and was reading to 
Mrs. McKusick’s third grade 
class. Before reading, Ferrera 
talked about his role as the 
Town Administrator and 
McKusick’s class came pre-

pared with a poster board of 
questions to ask  Ferrera. One 
of the questions was about 
being a good citizen and 
Ferrera shared some ideas to 
the students about how to be a 
good citizen. 

There were some books 
that were connected to what 
some of the WCES stu-
dents were learning in class. 
President and CEO of North 
Brookfield Savings Bank, 
Kaz Borawski read the book 
“The Boy Who Harnessed 
the Wind” to Ms. Rainaud’s 
fourth grade class. Rainaud’s 
students would then work on 
building their own windmills 
as a project. 

I t  i s  t ru ly  an amaz-
ing learning experience 
for the students of Warren 
Communi ty  Elementary 
School and the communi-
ty readers enjoyed their time 
reading. 

READING from page 1

Warren Community Elementary School hosted its annual Community Reading Day. All the community members/readers 
are shown together inside the WCES library. 

L e o n a  W r o b e l  r e a d 
“Touching Spirit Bear” in 
Ms.  Shuemaker’s  s ixth 
grade class. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Students of Mrs. McKusick’s third grade class welcomed 
Warren Town Administrator James Ferrera, who read to 
the class. 

Dr. Esposito is read to Mrs. Cygan’s fourth grade class. Warren Fire Chief Adam Lavoie took questions in Mrs. 
Morin’s second grade class. 

Warren Chief of Police Garald Millette and Warren Town 
Treasurer Dawn Swistak welcomed by kindergarten stu-
dents of Karen Bys. 

Town Administrator James Ferrera in Mrs. McKusick’s third 
grade class talked about his role and how to be a good citizen. 

Monica Begin, left, and Ashley Rivet of Country Bank read 
stories to Ms. Gaudreau’s kindergarten class. 

Quaboag Superintendent Stephen Duff got into character 
while reading “The Bad Seed”. 

warren

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Planning Board had an infor-
mal discussion with the own-
ers of Deep Roots Distillery 
regarding a potential busi-
ness location in town. 

Deep Roots Distillery 
USA is currently located at 
559 Main St. in Sturbridge 
and the three owners are 
interested in the property of 
1212 Southbridge Road in 
Warren to possibly open and 
move to a new location. The 
three owners, Keith, Errica, 
and Tom, want a new loca-
tion with more land to offer 
a building to have more pro-
duction, a tasting room and a 

restaurant. 
One of the owners, Keith, 

asked the Planning Board is 
the town is open to letting 
them explore the property 
and would be interested in 
having a business like theirs. 
The owners of Deep Roots 
Distillery USA have the goal 
of wanting to host more fam-
ily-friendly events such as 
harvest festivals and they’re 
seeking a bigger space than 
the one they’re in now in 
Sturbridge. 

“More of an open area,” 
explained by co-owner 
Errica. 

The Planning Board were 
satisfied with the informa-
tion they heard from the 
owners and wanted to know 
if the area was zoned for 

business. Planning Board 
Chair Richard Eichacker 
said it is and it works in their 
favor because Deep Roots 
Distillery will be offering 
food. 

The land on Southbridge 
Road is 26 acres and the 
owners want a space where 
they can grow their own 
products, since their current 
business has locally sourced 
ingredients, including food 
and alcohol. The board 
pulled up the map on their 
main screen and looked at 
the setup to see how this 
business could impact traffic 
and the neighbors. 

When asked about their 
plans for a facility, the own-
ers said they want their 
building to look like a farm 

atmosphere. One of the own-
ers, Tom, has experience in 
carpentry and did the work 
on the current Deep Roots 
Distillery location.  

When addressing the traf-
fic, the owners want to offer 
more than one entrance and 
exit and possibly access off 
the neighboring street, Forest 
Avenue. The Planning Board 
informed the owners to 
approach the neighbors and 
let them know about their 
plans for the property. 

For hosting events, the 
Deep Roots Distillery own-
ers intend to focus more on 
smaller events and want to 
keep reasonable business 
hours, no late hours. 

Board member David 
Dufresne said, “The town 

welcomes new business” and 
feels Deep Roots Distillery 
is on to something positive 
for the future of the town. 

The owners shared their 
timeline of anywhere from 
one and a half to two years 
to get the whole project 
done. The company’s lease 
at their Sturbridge location 
off Route 20 is up in two 
years and they’re seeking a 
new location. 

Planning Board member 
Derick Veliz shared his input 
on the potential new busi-
ness idea and feels this is a 
good business for the town 
of Warren to have. 

“Being a former architect 

Planning Board hears from Deep Roots Distillery Warren 
candidate’s 
night is April 30

WARREN – A candi-
date’s night for the annual 
town election will be held in 
the auditorium of Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School 
on Wednesday, April 30 from 
6:30-8 p.m.

All candidates running for 
the available positions in the 
May 6 annual town election 
will have a chance to make a 
statement and answer ques-
tions. Audience members will 
be able to direct questions to 
a particular candidate through 
the moderator of the event.

This event is hosted by 
Quaboag Regional and Joe 
Salvadore’s Honors civics 
class.Please see WARREN, 

page 15
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said. “It would be good if 
we could try to figure some-
thing out and how we can 
try get the healthcare back to 
that site and there’s a lot of 
options.”

Bourcier said she has 
been talking to community 
healthcare centers, but she 
said there are “unspoken 
territories,” and these cen-
ters are hesitant to come 
into the area due to Baystate 
Health’s presence. 

She said the new zoning 
district approved by vot-
ers at a recent special town 
meeting will protect the 
property while they work to 
come up with a plan to move 
forward.

Selectboard  member 
John Desmond asked how 
Baystate Health is react-
ing to this proposal, as 
the owner of Mary Lane 
Hospital. Bourcier said peo-
ple are intimidated to come 
forward.

“Everybody’s staying 
away because of all this 
unspoken rule,” she said. 

B o u r c i e r  s a i d  s h e 
believes that somebody 
should be doing something 
to bring healthcare back to 
the site.

Selectboard Chair Nancy 
Talbot said currently, Mary 
Lane Hospital is private 
property, and the town has 
been working with Baystate 
Health to bring healthcare 
back to town.

“Nobody else seems to be 
interested in doing any kind 
of emergency care, doing 
any kind of limited care and 
getting a presence in any 
kind of building,” Talbot 
said. “We asked them to step 
up the momentum to get 
something out there so that 
people are aware that they 
want a presence back in this 
community.”

Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley said both attorneys 
hired by the town to review 
the ownership of the prop-
erty, have agreed that Mary 
Lane Hospital is private 
property owned by Baystate 
Health. He said when it 
comes to turning over own-
ership of the property to the 
town, Baystate Health is 
“not considering that as an 
option right now.” 

R e s i d e n t  C a t h e r i n e 
Cascio said the voters have 
taken the first step when 
they voted to change the 
zoning of the hospital prop-
erty, and now they need to 
keep the momentum going. 

Cascio said she would 
like the Attorney General to 
stay involved and have the 
town form a “really good, 
hardworking group” to look 
at what can be done to get 
healthcare back to the site. 
Bourcier said they should 
request a conference with 
the Attorney General and 
involve all interested parties.

Baystate Health would 
also be included in dis-
cussions as the owner of 
the property. Beckley said 
a working group that was 
formed will continue to 
meet.

H a r d w i c k  r e s i d e n t 
Stephen Granlund said 
Baystate Health has not 
kept its word and that isn’t 
likely to change. He said 
Baystate Health “complete-
ly destroyed” the interiors 
of the hospital buildings, 
which has deterred potential 
healthcare entities from tak-
ing interest.

Granlund said the will of 
the people is to bring health-
care back. 

He said Baystate Health 
didn’t pay anything for 
the hospital property, but 
acquired it through affilia-
tion and a merger in 2016. 
He said Baystate is “failing 
miserably” and will lose in a 
fight against the town.

“They don’t have a case, 
they cannot fight this,” 
Granlund said. 

He said he has thousands 
of pages of evidence against 
Baystate Health of which he 
has only released 2% of. 

“When I gave them a 
couple teaspoons of extra 
information I had about 
them, the Jan. 30 threat to 
sue me, personally, evapo-

rated,” Granlund said. 
He said in January 2021, 

Baystate Health offered 
the property with or with-
out buildings to the town 
for free. He said the offer of 
the property was later with-
drawn.

“So what if they say they 
own it?” Granlund said. “No 
money changed hands…they 
didn’t pay for this.”

Granlund said there are 
several ways the town could 
sue Baystate Health and 
Westmass Development for 
their actions.

“Why don’t elected bod-
ies or appointed officials 
support the will of the peo-
ple?” Granlund said. “There 
are several of us that feel, 
yes, we can make a differ-
ence.”

Granlund said the recent 
zoning change for the prop-
erty will stop Baystate 
Hea l th  and  Wes tmass 
Development from moving 
forward with plans to rede-
velop the site for something 
other than healthcare. 

He said a majority of the 
Friends are against the town 
taking ownership of the 
property in its current con-
dition.

“The place is a wreck, 
structurally it has great pos-
sibilities,” Granlund said. 
“I don’t support and others 
in the group do not support 
the town taking posses-
sion of anything to do with 
Baystate Mary Lane outpa-
tient center as it exists now 
because they destroyed it, 
however, legal actions…
will set up a situation where 
we are going to demand 
tha t  Bays t a t e  Hea l th , 
Westmass Development 
and to a smaller degree 
the  Commonweal th  of 
Massachusetts, wronged this 
region and they’re going to 

pay to make it right.”
He said Baystate Health 

and Westmass Development 
have put everyone in the 
region at greater risk of dis-
ease and death.

Modera to r  Ka th leen 
Coulombe said the proposed 
article should be reviewed 
by town counsel and she 
believes it does not meet the 
basic requirements for the 
town to be able to do what 
is outlined in the article, 
including taking the proper-
ty by imminent domain.

“It would involve the 
town having to offer ‘fair 
market value’ for the prop-
erty,” Coulombe said. “I 
would strongly encourage 
determining if we can even 
proceed with having article 
33 on the warrant legally, 
and would strongly recom-
mend to whoever the peti-
tioners were to reconsider 
putting it on the warrant.”

Bourcier said she agreed 
with Coulombe, and said 
that the article was proposed 
prior to the approval of the 
zoning change for the prop-
erty. She said the idea was 
that it would also encour-
age Baystate Health to work 
with the town more. 

Finance Committee Chair 
Ken Willette said many of 
the proposals he’s heard 
regarding the property 
involve the town making a 
potential financial input.

“The capacity of the town 
to be able to dedicate at this 
point, substantial sums of 
money to this type of proj-
ect without a grant or some 
other funding source to be 
the primary funder, from the 
Finance Committee’s point 
of view, is an unrealistic 
assumption,” Willette said. 

Willette said he under-
stands the community’s con-
nection to the property, but 

warned about the financial 
impact taking ownership 
would have on the town.

“I would caution every-
one to take a step and to ask, 
‘how much can we collec-
tively pay to achieve that 
goal?’” he said. 

Willette said what is 
lacking right now, is a cohe-
sive development package 
that will come up with a 
future funding article, to 
begin the process to start the 
development.

“The town as we’re cur-
rently structured, is not in a 
position to do that,” he said. 

Willette said funding 
would be needed to hire 
somebody to lay out the 
vision for development of 
the property. Talbot said this 
would require engaging with 
Baystate Health and its CEO 
and President Peter Banko.

“They are the sole health-
care provider in the western 
Mass region, and they need 
to have a presence,” she 
said. 

Beckley said the underly-
ing goal is to get healthcare 
back into the community.

Vice-Chair Josh Kusnierz 
said if the article can’t be 
withdrawn from the warrant 
prior to town meeting, the 
petitioners need to explain 
to voters about the risk of 
voting on the article and the 
need to dismiss it. He said 
the town is not in the real 
estate game. 

“This one petition, while 
it was great and heartfelt, 
could potentially screw the 
town,” Kusnierz said. “This 
could potentially screw over 
the town of Ware for genera-
tions to come.”

The Selectboard voted to 
end discussion about taking 
ownership of the Mary Lane 
Hospital property and took 
no further action.

HOSPITAL from page 1

WARREN – Recently 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School held a luncheon 
for the first responders of the 
community. 

Police, Fire, EMS, CERT, 
and town officials from 
Warren and West Brookfield 
were invited to the school to 
enjoy a lunch sponsored by 
Country Bank for Savings, 
Hannaford Supermarket, 
and Northeast Pizza of 
West Brookfield. The event 
was set up and staffed by 
eighth grade students in Joe 
Salvadore’s civics classes 
along with Superintendent 
Stephen Duff ,  and the 
District Safety Committee 
Chair and Head of Guidance 

Eric Urban. 
During the luncheon, Duff 

thanked all the first respond-
ers for all they do to help 
keep students safe at school 
and in the community. First 
responders were given stand-
ing applause by the students 
in the cafeteria during each 
lunch block and students also 
made thank you place mats 
for the tables, which many 
first responders took home 
with them. 

Urban also recognized the 
help and support of the State 
Police for their support of the 
school for ALICE training, 
safety training, and Lock 
Down Drills. 

Quaboag Regional students 
thank first responders

Submitted Photos
Shown from left are Warren Town Administrator James 
Ferrera, Warren Fire Chief Adam Lavoie, Warren Police 
Chief Gerry Millette and Superintendent Stephen Duff at 
a luncheon honoring first responders held at Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School.
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Buying a home this spring? 
Let Westfield Bank help you save. Now through June 20, we’ll 
cover the cost of your appraisal*, putting money back in your 
pocket when it matters most.

Even better—this offer can be combined with either our $500 
lender credit for first-time homebuyers or our $500 lender credit 
for first responders, giving you even more ways to save.

Spring is the time for fresh starts. Make yours in a new home!

 413.568.1911   |   860.838.3766   |   800.995.5734   |   westfieldbank.com

Mortgage  
savings are

Borrower will receive a lender credit at closing that is equal to the total cost of the Appraisal Fee. Subject to underwriting and loan approval. Offer valid for the purchase of a 1-4 family owner-occupied residence or the construction of an owner-
occupied, single-family residence located in Massachusetts or Connecticut. Refinances of current loans are not eligible. May be combined with one other offer if applicable, either First Time Homebuyer or First Responder. Offer expires June 20, 2025.

*
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Based on number of closed loans in Hampden County for 2024 by The Warren Group.

now provides better fishing 
access. 

Sydla described the turn-
out for this ceremony as “fan-
tastic” and shows every sup-
porter who felt it was import-
ant to reopen this beloved 
fishing area. 

The first to speak during 
the ceremony was DCR 
Division of Water Supply 
Protection Director John 
Scannell. 

Scannell welcomed every-
one who attended the cere-
mony and talked about the 
importance of maintaining 
this water resource at the 
Quabbin Reservoir. This proj-
ect not only protects the reser-
voir’s game and water supply, 
but also helps protect its wild-
life and recreation. 

Scannell would then intro-
duce DFG Commissioner 
Tom O’Shea. The Department 
of Fish & Game Office of 
Fishing and Boating Access 
provides access to public 
waters in Massachusetts, 
including great ponds, rivers, 
and coasts. 

O’Shea took a moment to 
applaud and acknowledge all 

the members and organiza-
tions that made this project 
complete, and the invest-
ment provided a new parking 
lot and boat ramp for better 
access to the fishing area. The 
community can now come out 
and enjoy this fishing area 
with the fishing season start-
ing on April 19. 

“We really care about 
this,” O’Shea said. 

O’Shea is convinced a lot 
of people will show up and 
says this area reminds him 
of very special memories 
while fishing throughout his 
life. According to O’Shea, 
Quabbin Reservoir is one of 
the most unique places to go 
fishing, bird watching, and 
soon it will be a fun spot to 
catch lake trout, salmon and 
smallmouth bass. 

“It’s the magic of the 
Quabbin,” he stated. 

The ceremony would 
continue with guest speak-
ers such as state Sen. Peter 
Durant, state Rep. Todd 
Smola and state Rep. Aaron 
Saunders. All guest speakers 
agreed that it is important for 
the community and people to 
travel and utilize spaces such 
as boat access sites, shore 
fishing areas, and sport fish-
ing piers. 

Smola said “open season 
is always a wild day” and 
this project on reconstructing 
a new boat ramp will make 
it easier for families, friends 
and anglers to enjoy this 
beautiful land. 

“This investment not only 
enhances access to great fish-
ing but also strengthens the 
connection between our com-
munity and the outdoors,” 
Smola said. 

The next to speak was 
OFBA Acting Director Terry 
Smith, who expressed much 
appreciation of the various 
departments who worked 
together in making this proj-
ect possible. Smith said this 
project for the new boat ramp 
required specialized construc-
tion equipment to get the 
project done all in good time. 

“We are grateful for the 
support of DCR’s Division 
of Watershed Protection and 
proud to share that by work-
ing during the off-season with 
low water levels, we were 
able to deliver a high-quality 
facility at a low cost,” Smith 
said. “A project will never be 
as personal as this one.” 

Before introducing the 
next speaker, Smith would 
provide a gift to two young 
fishermen, Ryker and Kyler 
Leslie. The gift was two salm-
on flies. 

Next to speak was Sydla, 
who witnessed both phases 
of this important project 
which will be “for genera-
tions to come”. Sydla talked 
about how the project began 
and thought it would be good 
to improve Fishing Area 3, 
which is also known as Gate 
43. 

“It is a historic day for 
Gate 43,” Sydla said 

Sydla would do the hon-
ors of cutting the blue rib-
bon and officially announce 
the opening of the newly 
improved facility constructed 
by the Department of Fish & 
Game Office of Fishing and 
Boating Access at Quabbin 
Reservoir Fishing Area #3. 
Joining Sydla in holding the 
ribbon was Durant, Smola, 
Scannell, MWRA Director 
Fred Laskey, O’Shea, and 
Smith. 

The 2025 Quabbin fishing 
season will be open April 19 
and will conclude on Oct. 18. 

QUABBIN from page 1

State Rep. Aaron Saunders spoke during the ceremony at 
Quabbin Reservoir Fishing Area #3. 

Q u a b b i n  F i s h e r m e n ’s 
Assoc ia t ion  P res ident 
Clayton Sydla talked about 
the project. 

State Rep. Todd Smola spoke about this great fishing area 
being available for the community. 

LEFT: DFG 
Commissioner 
Tom O’Shea 
thanked the 
public and 
departments 
for making this 
project hap-
pen as fishing 
season begins 
soon in 2025. 

Community members joined together for the ribbon cutting of the new boat ramp at 
Quabbin Reservoir Fishing Area #3. 

Turley Photos by 
Ryan Drag

‘Trees are 
Treasures’ 
celebration will 
be held May 18 

S T U R B R I D G E  – 
Grassroots Central Mass 
will continue its tradi-
tion of celebrating nature 
with its fourth “Trees 
Are Treasures” tree give-
away and nature events on 
Sunday, May 18 at Wells 
State Park in Sturbridge 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

GCM, a local affili-
ate of Indivisible Mass 
Coalition is again co-spon-
soring this year’s events 
with Brookfields Fight 
Fear. Both GCM and BFF 
are local groups dedicat-
ed to serving the commu-
nities we live in through 
finding and supporting 
solutions to issues in our 
communities, our state, 
and our nation. 

This event includes 
a short, level walk along 
the Mill Pond Trail at 
Wells State Park, where 
costumed interpreters are 
stationed to discuss the 
importance of wetlands, 
stone wall history and 
forest ecosystems, at both 
child and adult levels. This 
is a family friendly stroll.

This free event will 
also include children’s 
crafts under the pavilion, 
storytelling, and a free 
tree seedling giveaway. 
Join GCM to celebrate and 
appreciate the beauty of 
our native forest. 

For more information 
about this event, please 
contact Nancy Tame, by 
email ing info@grass-
rootscentralmass.org or 
calling 508-335-8742. For 
more information about 
GCM, please visit https://
grassrootscentralmass.org/
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—A year ago, the 
Ware varsity baseball team 
defeated Quaboag,4-2, at Polar 
Park in Worcester.

Brady Guimond was the 
winning pitcher in that game.

The junior righthander 
made another start against the 
Cougars, who are coached by 
his father, Brian, at historic 
Memorial Field in Ware, last 
Thursday night. The younger 
Guimond will have the brag-
ging rights in his family for 
another year, as the Indians 
posted a 10-0 shutout victory. 
The non-league contest came 
to an end with no outs in the 
bottom of the fifth inning due 
to the 10-run mercy rule.

“It’s always very special 
beating my father’s team,” 
Brady Guimond said. “We’ve 
now beaten them three years 
in a row and it’s something I 

can brag to him about.”
Two years ago, the Indians 

posted an 8-3 home victory 
against the Cougars. Brady 
Guimond started that game at 
shortstop.      

Guimond a l lowed no 
runs on two singles in last 
Thursday’s contest. He only 
issued one walk and had five 
strikeouts.

“Brady is always going 
to throw strikes,” said Ware 
head coach Scott Slattery. 
“He threw 63 pitches in five 
innings. He also pitched a 
great game at South Hadley 
last week.”

Brady Guimond is one 
of the Indians starting pitch-
ers, along with senior Nate 
Kaczuwka ,  jun io r  Jack 
Gaudreau, and senior Trevor 
Millet. 

The home victory over the 
Cougars improved the Indians 
overall record to a perfect 6-0. 

Ware wins big over rival Quaboag

Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com
Liam McGrath send a shot to center.

Brady Guimond was in great command.

The Indians won big over Quaboag last 
Thursday night.

Logan Corder squares up a base hit. Jack Gaudreau drives this shot to left center. Zachary Deremian fields a grounder to 
short.

HOLYOKE – After a very tough start to 
the regular season, Ware High School boys 
volleyball picked up its first win of the 
season over host Holyoke last Thursday 

afternoon. The Indians scored a 3-1 win in 
the matchup to improve to 1-6 on the regu-
lar season. Ware boys volleyball is back in 
action on Friday, April 25 at Granby.

Ware boys volleyball picks up first win

Nathan Harmon goes back to send 
a backwards bump over the net.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Sean Bernier attempts a spike.

Jonathan 
Adkins 
makes the 
serve.

Sean Bernier and Ryder Cahalan both 
attempt a block.

Dalton Marquis sizes up a hit from the 
back line.

Brayden Compton gets a bump 
from the back line.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Following a 
loss at Clinton High School 
on April 11, the Quabbin 
varsity softball team had a 
1-3 overall record. A week 
later, the Lady Panthers had 
a 3-3 overall record. 

Quabbin  began las t 
week’s action with a 9-5 
non-league comeback home 
win versus Grafton on April 
16. They took a 4-3 lead 
against Grafton following 
an RBI single by sopho-
more Kailynn Schuster in 
the bottom of the fourth 
inning.

Two days later, the Lady 
Panthers posted a 3-1 vic-
tory at Mid-Wach C rival 
Littleton, who had won the 
previous eight games in the 
series. 

Quabbin also held a 1-0 
lead in another home league 
game against league rival 
Lunenburg. That game was 
suspended in the bottom of 
the second inning due to a 
thunderstorm.  

“This group of young 
women have been a tre-
mendous inspiration to 
me,” said Quabbin varsity 
softball coach Chris Nosek. 
“They’re incredibly hard 
working and are totally 
team driven. They support 
each other and do all the 
things that a coach could 
hope for. I just want them 
to continue to do things the 
right way in every game 
that we play.” 

The weather has been 
a major factor so far this 

spring. 
“Softball is a very dif-

ficult sport to play when 
the weather is cold,” Nosek 
said. “You don’t have as 
good of a grip on the ball, 
so it’s harder to throw. The 
ball doesn’t travel as far 
off the bat. It’s not a game 
meant to be played in cold 
temperatures.”    

Quabbin is  a  mem-
ber  of  the  Mid-Wach 
C league ,  a long wi th 
Lunenburg ,  Oakmont , 
Clinton, Tyngsborough, and 
Littleton. They’re 1-1 in 
league play.  

“Our league is extremely 
difficult this year,” Nosek 
added. “All of the other 
Mid-Wach C teams quali-
fied for the state tournament 
last year. We need to play 
our best in every game.” 

A year ago, the Lady 
Panthers won four games, 
but they did qualify for the 
Division 4 state tournament 
in 2022 and 2023. 

The  Lady  Pan thers 
co-captains this spring are 
senior shortstop Jordan 
Blanchard and sophomore 
left fielder Abby Rogowski, 
who has been a member of 
the varsity team since she 
was in the seventh grade. 

“Our two captains have 
been tremendous so far 
this season,” Nosek said. 
“They’ve provided out-
standing leadership on and 
off the field.”  

Rogowski is also one of 
the Lady Panthers starting 

Panthers even record, 
then are rained out

Please see WARE, page 12

Please see PANTHERS, 
page 13
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

PALMER – Last Saturday morn-
ing, Pathfinder Tech walked off 
with a run in the bottom of the sev-
enth to defeat Monson 2-1. The 
Pioneers got a complete game effort 
from Brayden Megan. He allowed 
a run on four hits and struck out 
11. Pathfinder also had only four 
hits as Austin Meacham also gave 

the Mustangs an outstanding 
effort, going 6 2/3 innings 
before allowing the winning 
run. He struck out eight. 
Monson is now 4-3 on the 
season while Pathfinder 
is an impressive 4-1.

Pioneers walk off on Monson
Dustyn Cook makes a throw to first. Grayson Griswold gets a good swing on.

Edward Szostek fields a base hit to center. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Pitcher 
Brayden 

Mega fires to 
the plate.

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

BRADY GUIMOND
Ware High School

The Ware pitcher was brilliant for the Indians 
in last Thursday night’s win over Quaboag High 
School.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. 
Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

Mustangs 
remain 
winless after 
NoHo defeat

MONSON – Last Friday 
afternoon, Monson High 
School boys lacrosse fell 
12-3 against Northampton. 
The Mustangs are now 0-7 
on the regular season. The 
Mustangs continue to search 
for its first win when they 
face Smith Vocational on 
Thursday, April 24 at 4 p.m.

Brady Ronaldson picks up the low ball. Brennan Peterson fights to keep the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Tyler Rodriguez is closely defended as he looks to shoot.

Brandyn Wilson heads up the field.Riley Hurst makes a save.

They’ve outscored their first 
six opponents, 73-7.

“We’re 6-0, but we haven’t 
been tested,” said Ware head 
coach Scott Slattery. “We 
haven’t practiced on this field 
yet because of the weather.”

Ware, who are the two-
time defending Western 
Mass. Class D champions, 
will be tested during the sec-
ond half of the regular sea-
son. They’re scheduled to 
play three games on three 
straight days during the April 
school vacation week. They’ll 
also be playing three straight 
games during the final week 
of April and are scheduled to 
play four consecutive games 
from May 4-7.   

The Indians, who defeat-
ed Suburban Central League 
Granby, 24-4, in their home 
opener twenty four hours ear-
lier, scored ten runs on ten 
hits against the Cougars, who 
committed ten errors.

“Our philosophy is to 
put the ball in play and have 
quality at-bats,” Slattery 
added. “We just took advan-
tage of their mistakes in 
tonight’s game.”

The Cougars (0-7), who 
aren’t scheduled to play any 
games during the vacation 
week, have only won one 
game since playing Ware 
at the home ballpark of the 
Worcester Woo Sox on May 
6, 2024.

“We did batt le them 
during the first two innings,” 
said Brian Guimond. “Then 
we made five errors in the 
third inning and everything 
just fell apart. It’s very frus-
trating.”  

The  e lde r  Gu imond 
graduated from Ware High 
School in 1993. He has been 
coaching the Cougars varsity 

baseball team for the past 18 
years.

The Cougars coach gave 
his thoughts about watching 
his son pitch from the third 
base coaches box instead of 
sitting in a lawn chair.

“It’s nice watching Brady 
pitch from a different per-
spective,” he said. “I wish 
he would take the game of 
baseball more seriously. He 
throws the ball very well and 
could be a very good pitcher. 
He just likes playing basket-
ball a little bit more.”    

The visitors from Warren 
had a scoring chance in the 
top of the first inning.

Sophomore right fielder 
Thomas Belizzi was hit-by-
a-pitch leading off the frame 
before being caught stealing 
second. Two batters later, 
sophomore Liam McGrath, 
who was the Cougars start-
ing pitcher, drew a walk 
before stealing second base. 
Guimond left him stranded 
there after striking out the 
next hitter. He would then 
retire the next six Quaboag 
batters.

The only two Quaboag 
base hits were singles by 
sophomore third baseman 
Braiden Bradley leading off 
the fourth and senior left 
fielder Giovanni Twomey 

leading off the fifth.  
The Indians left two run-

ners on base in each of the 
first two innings before scor-
ing three runs in the third. 

With one-out, senior right 
fielder Owen McKeever 
walked. He went to second 
base on a throwing error by 
the catcher and advanced to 
third on a fielding error by 
the right fielder. McKeever 
scored on an infield hit 
by junior catcher Kyle 
Kaczuwka. Nate Kaczuwka, 
who started at shortstop, also 
singled. Both base runners 
scored when junior left field-
er Troy Dufresne hit a ground 
ball which was miss played 
by the second baseman for 
an error.   

Kyle Kaczuwka had an 
RBI single in the fourth. He 
crossed the plate when Millet 
hit a sacrifice fly to left field.   

The Indians ended the 
ball game two innings early 
by scoring five runs without 
recording an out in the bot-
tom of the fifth. It was the 
Indians third 10-0 win this 
season. 

Brian Guimond will have 
one last chance to beat his 
son’s baseball team a year 
from now. Brady Guimond 
will most likely be the start-
ing pitcher in that game.

WARE from page 11

Trevor Millet 
makes a solid 

connection.
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Have you experienced 
a housing need? 
Share your story online or in person 
We want to address housing needs in our region with storytelling! If you
have a story to share about your current housing situation, challenges with
finding housing, or being unhoused, we want to hear your story.  Housing
stories will be used to build awareness about the housing challenges in the
region to bring further change. Stories will be collected through an online form
or video interview. Photos or videos will be used 
with permission, or you may ask to remain 
anonymous. Submit stories through an 

online form (scan QR code 
or go to:

https://tinyurl.com/HQHousingStory)
or a 

recorded interview. You have the
option of being anonymous for

either format.

 $50 compensation 
for those who share online or
$100 for recorded interviews

For any questions,
please contact Nisha Humayun at

nhumayun@townofware.com
or (413) 207-7698

pitchers, along with eighth 
grader Juliana Guilderson.   

“We’re trying not to use 
the same pitcher, especial-
ly when you’re playing two 
or three games in a week,” 
Nosek said. “Abby has never 
been a pitcher before, but she 
stepped up to take that role 
for us this year. She’s a very 
experienced softball player.”

Rogowski and Guilderson 
are attempting to replace 
Mady Breault, who made her 
first varsity start for Quabbin 
in the Central Mass. Division 
2 tournament as a freshman. 
Breault is currently a fresh-
man pitcher on the Salem 
State softball team. 

In her first varsity start at 
Quaboag, Rogowski struck 
out 15 batters leading the 
Lady Panthers to a 9-4 season 
opening victory.  

“This is going to be a 
three-year process for Abby,” 
Nosek said. “She’s learning 
a new position, and we know 
that they’ll be some bumps in 
the road. We want her to be a 
dominant pitcher by the time 
she’s a senior.”

Rogowski, who’s also 
a standout field hockey and 
basketball player, was also 
the winning pitcher against 
both Grafton and Littleton. 

She gave up eight hits 
and five runs (one earned) 
over seven innings, strik-
ing out four and walking 
two in the Grafton game.  
Against Littleton, Rogowski 
allowed  two hits and one 
run (zero earned) over seven 
innings, striking out four and 
walking two.    

Because the middle and 
high school are in the same 
building, Guilderson was able 
to pitch in a couple of varsity 
games as a sixth grader. She 
was the starting pitcher in the 
Lunenburg game.  

“Juliana’s two biggest 
strengths are her ability to 
throw strikes and nothing 
fazes her,” Nosek said. “She 
just focuses on the next pitch. 
She’s doing a tremendous 
job, especially only being an 
eighth grader.”

Blanchard, who joined 
the varsity team as an eighth 
grader, has been the starting 
shortstop in every game so 
far this season.  

“Jordan has a ROTC back-
ground,” Nosek said. “She’ll 
be going into the armed ser-
vices after she graduates, 
which is going to be a great 
career for her. She’s only 
a softball player and we’re 
very lucky to have her on our 
team.”

The only other Lady 
Panthers senior is Lianna 
Leger, who starts at third 
base.

The two juniors listed on 
the varsity softball roster are 
Carly Beaton and Kelsey 
Allen, who had three hits in 
the Grafton game. 

Rounding the varsity soft-
ball squad are sophomore 
Isabel Doty,  sophomore 
Anna Hautala, sophomore 
Jennavive Roseberry, fresh-
man Ellie Poulin, eighth 
grader Lindsay Fors, and sev-
enth grader Raegyn Wnek.

Beaton and Roseberry 
t ransfer red  to  Quabbin 
Regional before the start of 
the school year

Lindsay Rogowski is an 
assistant coach, and Ken 
Nosek is a volunteer assistant 
coach.      

PANTHERS from page 11

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night 
Commercial 
Elks League

P A L M E R  –  T h e 
Commercial Elks League 
reached their final league 
night of the regular season 
and the final week of round 
three. 

As of April 8, leading in 
round three is Compression 
with a record of 22-14. 
Gutter Mouths (19-17) and 
Last in Line (18.5-17.5) are 
mathematically still alive 
to win round three. Gutter 
Mouths have already qual-
ified for the champion-
ship and Last in Line and 
Compression are seeking to 
win the last round. 

Daft Kings, the win-
ners of round two, bowled 
against the Mailmen in the 

final week of the regular 
season. In game one, Daft 
Kings defeated Mailmen 
by a score of 391-385. Ken 
Trudel of Daft Kings bowled 
110 and Dave Cobleigh 
bowled 102. Filling in for 
Mailmen, Aaron Halbedel 
bowled a 126 in a losing 
effort and his teammate 
Bryan Surprise began with 
a 112. 

In game two, Daft Kings 
won again by a score of 362-
335. The only 100 game 
bowled in game two was by 
Cobleigh with 101. Game 
three was won by Mailmen 
by a score of 372-355. 
Halbedel finished with 124 
and a series of 345. 

The final score was 1108-
1092 in favor of Daft Kings, 
who will be competing in 
the championship roll off. 

Compression bowled 
against Team BK in the 
final week. In game one, 
Compression defeated BK 
by a score of 344-339. In 
game two, Team BK won 

by a score of 381-366. 
Jeff Whyte of Team BK 
bowled well with 109. Dave 
Bowman of Compression 
bowled well with 104. 

In game three, Team BK 
won again by a score of 388-
360. Whyte broke the cen-
tury mark again with 104. 
With Last in Line not win-
ning games in their match 
against Gutter Mouths and 
Compression with the first 
game victory, Compression 
wins the final round of the 
season. 

The final score was 1108-
1070 in favor of Team BK. 

The three teams com-
peting in the champion-
ship roll off will be Gutter 
Mouths, Daft Kings and 
Compression. The win-
ning team of the 2024-2025 
Commercial Elks League 
season will have their names 
place on the league trophy. 
Compression will be going 
for their fourth champion-
ship. 

Candlepin League News
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Warren Police Log
During the week of April 

5-12, the Warren Police 
Department responded to 
135 building/property checks, 
54 community policings, 
eight emergency 911 calls, 
one safety concern, two com-
plaints, one property dam-
age, one smoke investigation, 
one harassment, one motor 
vehicle accident, one larceny 
or theft, one animal call and 
23 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Warren.

Saturday, April 5
12:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

S top ,  Br imfie ld  Road , 
Written Warning

6:19 p.m. Larceny or 
Theft, Main Street, Report 
Filed

8:08 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Cottage 
S t ree t ,  Transpor t ed  to 
Hospital

Sunday, April 6
12:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

12:44 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

2:16 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Southbridge Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Monday, April 7
4 : 3 5  p . m .  P r o p e r t y 

Damage, Southbridge Road, 
Report Filed

Wednesday, April 9
8:37 a.m. Welfare Check, 

Cronin Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

11:02 a.m. Fumes/Odor/
Gas Leak, Main Street, 

Referred to Other Agency
1:33 p.m. Complaint, 

Reynolds Road, Officer Took 
Call

8:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Thursday, April 10
8:45 a.m. Serve Warrant, 

School Street, Removed to 
Court/Lockup

Arrest :  Samantha M. 
Sampsel, 38, Warren

Warrant
1 0 : 5 5  a . m .  F a l l s , 

Mechanic Street, Public 
Assist

1 1 : 1 5  a . m .  S m o k e 
Investigation, Cottage Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

12:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

3 : 3 1  p . m .  R a d a r 
Enforcement, Maple Street, 
Arrest(s) Made

7  p .m .  Ha ra s smen t , 
Cottage Street, Report Filed

9:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

10:10 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Presidential 
C i rc le ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

Friday, April 11
2:021 a.m. Assist Other 

Police Department, Palmer, 
Mutual Aid Assist

8:23 a.m. Serve Warrant, 
School Street, Remove to 
Court/Lockup

Arrest: Rafael Cruz Jr., 
66, Warren

Warrant
10:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Removed 

to Court/Lockup
Arrest: Dennzel Tavish-

Lavell Davis, 32, Ware
L i c e n s e  S u s p e n d e d , 

Operate Motor Vehicle With; 
RMV Document, Forge/
Misuse; Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle; Unregistered Motor 
Vehic le ;  Number  Pla te 
Violation

12:57 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Shamrock Drive, 
Report Filed

1:26 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Main Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

3:43 p.m. Complaint, Coy 
Hill Road, Officer Took Call

Saturday, April 12
2:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Coll is ion,  Brook Road, 
Investigated

5:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled,  Bemis Road, 
Criminal Complaint

1:26 p.m. Unconscious/
Unrespons ive /Syncope , 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Hardwick Police Log
During the week of April 

14-21, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 57 building/
property checks, 58 directed/
area patrols, 12 radar assign-
ments, four traffic controls, 
13 emergency 911 calls, three 
citizen assists, three assist 
other agencies, one scam, 
one threat, one motor vehi-
cle accident, three safety haz-
ards, three complaints, five 
fires, four animal calls and 
15 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Hardwick.

Monday, April 14
5:28 p.m. Found/Lost 

Property, Chagnon Road, 
Officer Handled

5:58 p.m. Found/Lost 
Property, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

Tuesday, April 15
9:26 a.m. School Safety 

Drill, School House Drive, 
Services Rendered

Wednesday, April 16
11:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Accident ,  Lower  Road, 
Services Rendered

11:46 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency,  Col l ins  Road , 
Spoken To

12:22 p.m. Scam, Main 
Street, Spoken To

3:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Lower Road, Citation 
Issued

5:11 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

9:28 p.m. 911 Welfare 
Check, Hardwick Road, 
Services Rendered

9:33 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
O l d  P e t e r s h a m  R o a d , 
Services Rendered

Thursday, April 17
10:24 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Pine Street, Voice Message 
Left

10:52 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Lower  Road ,  Se rv i ce s 
Rendered

11:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

12:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

12:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Lower Road, Citation 
Issued

1:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Lower Road, Citation 
Issued

1:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

3:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

3:42 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Hardwick Road, 
Dispatch Handled

7:50 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

8:04 p.m. 911 Welfare 
Check, Hardwick Road, 
Officer Handled

9:46 p.m. 911 Welfare 
Check, Hardwick Road, 
Officer Handled

11:06 p.m. 911 Motor 
Vehicle Accident, Greenwich 
Road, Officer Handled

Friday, April 18
5:50 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

7:11 a.m. 911 Fire/Auto, 
Petersham Road, Vehicle 
Towed

10 a.m. Threat, Petersham 
Road, Report Taken

12:05 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Lower Road, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

1 2 : 4 7  p . m .  Pa r k i n g 
Complaint, Main Street, 
Spoken To

1:01 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Church Lane, Spoken To

2:29 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Taylor Hill Road, 
Officer Handled

4  p . m .  F i r e / M u t u a l 
Aid, Out of Town, Services 
Rendered

6:03 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, April 19
1:02 a.m. 911 Fire/Auto, 

Main Street, Extinguished
7:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

S top ,  Ha rdwick  Road , 
Criminal Complaint

9 : 5 7  a . m .  P a r k i n g 
Complaint, Main Street, 
Services Rendered

10:12 a.m. Fire/Other, 
North Road, No Action 
Required

2:24 p.m. Fire/Other, 
B a r r e  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

3 : 5 6  p . m .  9 1 1 
Disturbance, River Run, 
Services Rendered

6:54 p.m. Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations, 
Jos lyn  Road ,  Nega t ive 
Contact

Sunday, April 20
5:56 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road, Officer 
Handled

7:19 a.m. Alarm, Ridge 
Road, Investigated

7:58 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Creamery Road, Officer 
Handled

Monday, April 21
3:56 a.m. Suspicious 

Activity, Muddy Brook Road, 
Investigated

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety

N O RT H A M P TO N  –
The Northwestern District 
Attorney’s Office, local 
police departments, the 
Hampshire Sheriff’s Office 
and  the  coun ty -based 
TRIAD initiative are again 
teaming up to provide a 
chance for people to safe-
ly dispose of unwanted and 
unneeded drugs Saturday. 

Ten Hampshire County 
communities and five in 
Franklin County are gear-
ing up for this weekend’s 
27th National Prescription 
Drug Take Back Day in 
conjunction with the Drug 
Enforcement Agency. 

T h e s e  t w i c e - y e a r l y 
events encourage residents 
to drop off prescription or 
over the counter drugs for 
humans or pets in a collec-
tive effort to save lives by 
preventing misuse or acci-
dental ingestion. Proper dis-

posal of unneeded prescrip-
tion and non-prescription 
drugs also keeps them out of 
water sources and landfills, 
preventing harm to wild ani-
mals and the environment. 

“The sad fact is that pre-
scription drugs lingering in 
medicine cabinets can lead 
to tragic consequences that 
include substance use dis-
orders and accidental inges-
tion by children and pets, 
so we appeal to everyone to 
remove them from homes,” 
said Northwestern District 
Attorney David E. Sullivan. 
“It can’t get any easier 
than dropping them off this 
Saturday at one of 15 loca-
tions participating in the 
National Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day.”  

Take Back collections are 
scheduled from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. this Saturday at police 
departments or public safe-

ty complexes in Deerfield, 
E a s t h a m p t o n ,  E r v i n g , 
Hadley, Leverett, Montague, 
Pe lham,  Southampton, 
South Hadley, Sunderland 
and Williamsburg. Other 
d rop -o ff  s i t e s  a r e  a t 
Wi ldwood  Elementa ry 
School, 71 Strong Ave., 
A m h e r s t ;  t h e  To w n 
Common in Belchertown; 
Smi th  Voca t iona l  and 
Agricultural High School 
o n  L o c u s t  S t r e e t  i n 
Northampton; and the Fire 
Station at 51 Huntington 
Road in Worthington.  

More than 76,400 pounds 
of drugs have been safe-
ly disposed of since 2011 
during Take Back Days 
offered twice annually and 
through permanent drug col-
lection boxes stationed at 
area police departments.  

National Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day this weekend

WARE – Open burning 
season is now open by per-
mit and runs through May 1. 

Permits will be available 
online only at ware.fireper-
mits.com. If you are already 
registered for the site from 
last year’s open burning sea-

son, you only need to log in 
and apply for a 2025 burn 
permit.

Please make sure you 
link your bank account for 
UniPay for a smoother pro-
cess. The bank requires time 
to process your payment and 

your permit will be inactive 
until payment is approved.

Cash will not be accept-
ed at the fire station for a 
burn permit. All processing 
fees are required through the 
online website.

Open burning season now open through May 1

possibly by the dedicat-
ed volunteers of Lucy 
Stone Park. 

One of the volun-
teers of Lucy Stone 
Park who attended 
the annual Easter 
egg hunt is Tim 
O’Brien. Recently, 
the park had a new 
garden installed fea-
turing native plants and 
pollinators that add 
beauty to the park. 

O’Brien has been 
volunteering for Lucy 
Stone Park for 13 years 
and has witnessed many 
great events that have 
occurred in recent years. 
The annual Easter egg hunt 
started four years ago and 
has grown in popularity and 
in participation. 

“It has been very suc-
cessful,” O’Brien said. 

Last year’s egg hunt had 
over 80 kids participating 
across several age groups 
and O’Brien believes this 
year’s egg hunt will have 
the same number of kids. 
The event also featured 
photographs with the Easter 
Bunny, snacks, raffles, 
coffee, donuts and other 

refreshments. 
Proceeds go to bene-

fit Lucy Stone Park and 
will help support the native 
plants in the park’s pollina-
tor garden. 

O’Brien said the volun-
teers of Lucy Stone Park 
will be planning on hosting 
more events in the future. 
On June 21, the volunteers 
will be working with Warren 
Parks & Recreation to host 
an event featuring food 
trucks and will be helping 
with the fireworks at the 
high school. For more about 

the events and the volunteers 
of Lucy Stone Park, visit the 
www.warren-ma.gov or visit 
Lucy Stone Park on their 
Facebook page. 

Many children and their 
families started making their 
way to the park and brought 
their colorful Easter bas-
kets. Some of the children 
dressed for the occasion, 
dressing as bunnies and 
wearing bunny ears. 

Both s ides  of  Lucy 
Stone Park were covered 
with Easter eggs and each 
side was for a different age 
group of kids. Making the 
announcements and lead-
ing the children to the egg 
covered grounds was Diane 
Banfield. 

The kids were so excit-
ed they raced down to the 
grounds and picked up as 
many Easter eggs as they 
could. The next age group 
marched to the bigger field 
at Lucy Stone Park and 
were ready to hunt for some 
Easter eggs of their own. In 
record breaking time, the 
kids picked up all the Easter 
eggs and cleared the field. 

EGG HUNT from page 1

The Easter Bunny relaxed 
and waited to take photos 
with kids participating in 

the Easter egg hunt. 

Diane Banfield called all the kids ages 
5-7 for the first egg hunt of the day. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
The older kids were getting ready to cross over to the next field at Lucy Stone Park for 
their egg hunt. 

WARE – Now through 
May 31, 2025, veterans of 
the U.S. armed services can 
enjoy a homemade lunch 
for free at the Ware Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Road.

This meals are provided 
by the generosity of former 
Ware Selectboard mem-
ber John Morrin, the Ware 

Veteran Fund and the Ware 
Veterans Carnival. 

For veterans to take 
advantage of this offer they 
must call the Ware Senior 
Center 413-967-9645 by 
noon the business day before 
they wish to come for lunch 
and place their name on the 
list. Meals are served daily, 

Monday through Friday from 
11:30 a.m.-noon.

Menus and more infor-
mation are available on the 
Council on Aging page of 
townofware.com or by stop-
ping by the Ware Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Road, 
Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Veterans eat lunch free at Ware Senior Center
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. English TV station
  4. It fuels cars
  7. Where ships dock 

(abbr.)
 10. Indigenous people 

of Thailand
 11. Midway between 

northeast and east
 12. Small Milky Way 

constellation
 13. Fritz __, Austrian 

chemist
 15. A Brit’s grandmother
 16. Colombian city
 19. Visualize
 21. Charged
 23. People’s assets
 24. Informative books
 25. Jeer
 26. You can do it with 

your horn
 27. Agents of your 

downfall
 30. Central Uganda city

 34. Supervises flying
 35. Type of tree
 36. Alfalfa
 41. Dishwasher soap 

brand
 45. Hall where military 

eats
 46. Ancient Greek City
 47. Speaks incessantly
 50. Discuss again
 54. Extreme greed
 55. Adopt or support
 56. Fantasy writer 

Russell
 57. Seize
 59. Early Mesoamerican 

civilization
 60. Noted pet detective 

Ventura
 61. Automobile
 62. Georgia rockers
 63. Color opposite 

green
 64. Amount of time
 65. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
  1. Sheep sound
  2. Some can be 

emotional
  3. Inflammation of colon 

lining
  4. Origins
  5. Comedienne Gasteyer
  6. Perceived by the 

senses
  7. A place to play ball
  8. Occur before
  9. Animal body parts
 13. Thanksgiving dessert
 14. Root mean square 

(abbr.)
 17. 1960s teen idol 

Bobby
 18. Promotional materials
 20. One point east of 

northeast
 22. Piers Anthony 

protagonist
 27. Popular sports league
 28. Cologne

 29. Partner to cheese
 31. Constrictor snake
 32. Not good
 33. Supplement with 

difficulty
 37. Hug with fondness
 38. Enforced again
 39. Small amount of time 

(abbr.)
 40. Substance
 41. Anterior parts of the 

brain
 42. Brews
 43. Where ships load 

cargo
 44. Holiday season singer
 47. “__ humbug!”
 48. Monetary unit of 

Macao
 49. Popular children’s 

book elephant
 51. Glutinous
 52. Function
 53. Old world, new
 58. Swiss river

Death notices
Bousquet, Betty O.
Died April 14, 2025
Services April 23, 2025

Rivers, Linda J.
Died April 13, 2025

WA R E  –  B e t t y  O . 
Bousquet, 91, passed away 
p e a c e f u l l y  o n 
Monday evening, 
April 14, 2025. 

She was born 
on Aug. 18, 1933, 
in Ware,  to the 
la te  Oke Oberg 
and Jenny (Dziok) 
Oberg. A nearly 
lifelong resident of 
Ware, she worked 
as a dispatcher for New 
England Telephone before 
becoming a homemaker and 
loving mother. 

She was a long-time mem-
ber of the congregation of the 
United Church of Ware.

A birder and serious pho-
tographer since the late 1950s, 
Betty’s specialty was nature 
and landscape photography. 
She and her husband Bob 
traveled extensively in the 
western United States photo-
graphing wildlife and scenic 
landscapes in many of our 
national parks and wildlife 
refuges; they regularly pre-
sented slide shows and exhib-
ited prints featuring these 
travels. 

In recent years, she was 
active in the Massachusetts 
Camera Natural is ts ,  the 
Quabbin Photo Group, and 
the Friends of Quabbin. 
Previously, she was active 
with and a past officer of 
the Ware Camera Club and 
New England Camera Club 
Council. She earned three 
stars from the Photographic 
Society of America, a world-
wide organization for serious 
amateur and professional pho-
tographers.

Betty was predeceased 
by her husband of nearly 52 
years, E. Robert Bousquet and 
her siblings (all of Ware) - 

Jack Oberg, Ellen Deslauriers, 
Janet Robbins, and Leland 

Oberg. She leaves 
her daughter and 
son-in-law, Robin 
and John Jensen 
of Wilbraham; her 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w, 
Bernard Robbins of 
Brookfield; her sis-
ter-in-law Jeanne 
Corbett  of Grass 
Valley, California, 

and numerous nieces and 
nephews and friends.

Calling hours for Betty 
were held on Tuesday, April 
22, 2025, from 4-6 p.m. in the 
Charbonneau Funeral Home, 
30 Pleasant St. in Ware. Her 
Funeral Service were held on 
Wednesday, April 23, 2025, at 
10 a.m. in the United Church 
of Ware, 49 Church St., in 
Ware. Everyone is asked to 
meet directly at the church 
and to please enter the church 
lot via Park Street. 

Betty’s family extends 
their sincere and heartfelt 
gratitude to the caring staff at 
East Longmeadow Memory 
Care Assisted Living and 
Brookhaven Hospice for their 
compassionate care and sup-
port. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to East Longmeadow 
Memory  Care  Ass i s t ed 
Living, Attention: Resident 
Fund, 305C Maple St., East 
Longmeadow, MA 01028 
or to Brookhaven Hospice, 
5 Mt. Royal Ave, Suite 40, 
Marlborough, MA 01752 or 
to Friends of Quabbin, Inc., 
485 Ware Road, Belchertown, 
MA 01007.

To leave a condolence 
online, an obituary tribute 
page is available at charbon-
neaufh.com.

Betty Oberg Bousquet, 91

BOZEMAN, MT – Linda 
J. Rivers passed away peace-
fully, surrounded 
by her family on 
Sunday, April 13, 
2025. 

T h e  d a u g h -
ter of Joseph and 
Julia Rolla, she 
was born on June 
17, 1947, in Ware, 
where she lived 
until she moved 
out to Bozeman, Montana 10 
years ago to be closer to her 

family.
Linda enjoyed bingo, 

t a l k i n g  w i t h 
friends, but noth-
ing more than 
just hanging out 
with her grand-
kids. You could 
find her at the 
kids’  bal lfield 
and hockey rink, 
any chance she 
could.

She leaves behind her 
brother, Robert Rolla of 

Ware; husband of 57 years, 
Ron Rivers; sons and daugh-
ter-in-law, James, Virginia, 
Michael; and grandkids, 
Nevada, Joseph, and Muriel. 
She also leaves behind her 
lifelong friend of 72 years, 
Jeri Vadnais.

S e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e 
announced by the family at a 
future date. 

Arrangements  are  in 
the care of Dokken-Nelson 
Funeral Service. www.dok-
kennelson.com.

Linda J. Rivers, 77

amount of $123,600; and 
substitutes, $50,000; Ware 
Middle  School ,  gu id-
ance counselor, $72,647 
and substitutes, $50,000; 
and Stanley M. Koziol 
Elementary School substi-
tutes, $50,000.

Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r 
FY 26 is $2,250,000 with 
$1,250,000 going toward 
special need transportation 
and the remainder for regu-
lar transportation. 

The  to ta l  p roposed 
budge t  fo r  FY 26  i s 
$18,250,000, or an increase 
of 4.18% or $732,999 over 
last fiscal year.

Reorganization
 of committee

Lovato  congra tu la t -

ed newly elected School 
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 
Whitham for her election 
win, as well as Winslow, 
who was reelected to his 
position. 

Winslow was nominat-
ed by School Committee 
member Michael DuBois to 
remain as chair of the com-
mittee, which passed unani-
mously. Current Vice-Chair 
Aaron Sawabi motioned to 
nominate DuBois as vice-
chair, which also passed. 

Winslow brought up a 
need to form a special edu-
cation and technology sub-
committee. The subcommit-
tee would look at updating 
special education technolo-
gy and meeting the needs of 
the school district’s special 
education students.

Sawabi motioned to dis-

cuss School Committee 
goals and roles, and present-
ed its members with a draft 
of this. He invited the other 
members to review and dis-
cuss this proposal. 

“I think in the past we 
may not have always been 
clear,” he said. “It’s more 
important than ever to kind 
of be on the same page.”

Winslow suggested mak-
ing the discussion of these 
goals an agenda item at a 
future meeting. DuBois also 
brought up the need for the 
committee members to con-
duct a self-evaluation.

The committee voted 
against discussing the goals 
as presented by Sawabi, and 
tabled the discussion until 
the next meeting agenda.

BUDGET from page 3

and a program planner, this 
is the kind of business the 
town needs to get,” Veliz 
said. “Open the doors to this 
kind of business.”

The owners mentioned 
their sign in Sturbridge is 
small and they want bet-
ter signage if they were 
to locate to Warren. The 
Planning Board mentioned 
that the town does not have 
a lot of requirements for sig-
nage but should be included 
in the site plan if the own-
ers pursue the property in 
Warren and a special permit. 

Public Hearing for 727 
Brimfield Road, LLC

The Planning Board 
continued with the public 
hearing for 727 Brimfield 
Road, LLC. The applicant 
is requesting a special per-
mit for earth removal and 
crushing operations at 727 

Brimfield Road, in the rural 
district. 

T h e  ow n e r  o f  7 2 7 
Brimfield Road, LLC pro-
vided sectional information 
for better explanation of 
the site and is met with the 
standards in mitigating noise 
during operations. Noise 
is still a major concern for 
some of the neighbors near 
the site. 

Some neighbors appeared 
during the public hearing 
and still addressed the con-
cern of noise as well as dust 
control and the rock crusher 
machine as well. The appli-
cant addressed the board and 
the neighbors that dust will 
be mitigated. 

Reviewing the maps, 
some Planning Board mem-
bers noticed the setup of the 
berm. The board asked the 
applicant if they could go up 
on the size of the berm as it 
should be leveled with the 

house. In other words, above 
eye level of the house. 

With trees being taken 
down several years ago, the 
neighbors feel without trees 
the noise just carries. The 
neighbors also don’t want to 
see the machine on site. 

The applicant said the 
crusher is small compared to 
other rock crusher machines 
and will be operating during 
reasonable construction 
hours. No construction will 
take place on Sundays and 
holidays. 

After explaining the pro-
cess of the special permit 
the Planning Board voted 
to close the public hearing. 
Between now and their next 
meeting on April 28, the 
board will work on a list of 
conditions for the applicant 
to follow and will bring up 
the vote of the special permit 
at their next meeting. 

WARREN from page 8

Supporters of the Trump Administration were also present outside of Veterans Park.

DOWNTOWN STANDOUT DRAWS SUPPORT 
FROM COMMUNITY

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Residents from across the region joined together for a rally outside of Veterans Park 
this past Saturday afternoon, as part of the 50501 Movement. This event was orga-
nized with the help of Brookfields Fight Fear, as a response against the actions taken 
by the Trump Administration. These types of rallies have taken place in all 50 states 
since February.

Town Clerks 
to hold voter 
registration 
day April 25

WA R R E N / W E S T 
BROOKFIELD – The 
Town Clerks of Warren, 
Laura J. Stockley, and 
West Brookfield, Klarrisa 
Rose, announce that voter 
registration will be held 
in their offices on Friday, 
April 25 from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. for the annual town 
election which will be 
held on Tuesday, May 6.

WARE – The Ware 
AMVETS Post 2577 will 
award the annual Michael 
H. Deslauriers Scholarship 
to a graduating senior resid-
ing in Ware regardless of 
the school district they 
attend.

Michael was a devoted 
musician sharing his talents 
with the town of Ware. He 
represented the town at the 
Quabbin Music Festival, 
Western District Festival 
and was a member of the 
Ware Community Band. 

A music graduate of 
Westfield State he contin-
ued to honor the veterans 

of the town by playing Taps 
at their burial ceremony 
and also at all patriotic and 
Memorial events.

To apply for this award 
of $1,000, you need only 
to send your application, 
school transcript and an 
essay stating your accom-
p l i shmen t s  and  wha t 
your future plans are. 
Applications are available 
at your guidance office and 
must be submitted by May 
1.

Please mail to: Ware 
AMVETS Post 2577, c/o 
Richard Rucki, 8 First Ave., 
Ware, MA 01082.

AMVETS Post announces Michael 
H. Deslauriers Scholarship
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Classifieds
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
BRAND NEW, STILL IN BOX, Ameri-
Star split system heat pump and air condi-
tioner, 13 seer, R410A, M4AH3024A100A. 
Best offer. (413) 455-1496.

MOVING SALE
18 MILTON O. FOUNTAIN WAY, 
WARREN – APRIL 26 & 27, 9AM-
3PM. Tools and household items.

EASTERLING CHINA, 50 pieces from 
Bavaria Germany. Call Sally 413-231-
7512.

TAG SALE
TAG SALE: 63 Walker Road, Wales. 
Friday, April 25th & Saturday, April 
26th, 8am-4pm. Rain or shine. 45 years 
of accumulation, antiques, art, house-
wares, plants, rare finds.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 
Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage hunting, 
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising, 
motorcycles, clothing.  Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAN-
ING. Professional, courteous service. 
All calls returned. Free estimates. New 
England Carpet & Upholstery. Eddie, 
(413)240-4266.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall, 
painting and decks. Competitive pricing. 
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

 mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality, 
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and 
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete,
masonry. Free esimate. 
Call 978-257-8237. 

Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing in 
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs. 
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service.

Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Call Joe Sablack 413-436-9821, 

Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

TUTORING
TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. 
Math K-8, online, your home or 
library. Call  978-799-9096. pete-
don151@live.com

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service.

Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Call Joe Sablack 413-436-9821, 

Cell 413-537-7994

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 

AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS

•Heat and hot water included
•Ample Closets
•Fully Applianced
•Community Room
•Laundry Facilities
•Cats Welcome
•Extra Storage
•24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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Ware 
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE 
The Ware Conservation Com-

mission will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, May 14, at 6:30 
PM pursuant to the Wetlands 
Protection Act, M.G.L. 131 c40. 
The hearing will include consid-
eration of a Request for Deter-

mination of Applicability (RDA) 
by Bruce Meekin, for removal of 
two pine trees on his property at 
75 Beaver Road.  Said hearing 
will be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA 01082. 
To view application and related 
plans, contact the Conservation 
office at 413.967.9648. 

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 4, 
Section 13, a copy of this legal 
notice can be found on the Mas-
sachusetts Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) website: 
http://masspublicnotices.org.  
04/24/2025

notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

TOWN OF WARREN
JOB OPPORTUNITY

Executive Assistant to the 
Selectmen and Town Administrator 

The Town of Warren is seeking a well-qualified candidate to provide administrative 
and clerical support to the Board of Selectmen and Town Administrator.  This is a 
full-time, Town benefited position. Attendance at evening meetings is required. 
Must have excellent customer service skills and is proficient with Microsoft suite. 

Current Salary Range: $22.75 -$30.58 per hour, based on qualifications and 
education. 

To be considered for this position, please submit a cover letter and resume to 
Jim Ferrera, Town Administrator, by no later than Thursday, May 8th, 2025. 
Resumes will be accepted via email to townadministrator@warren-ma.gov or by 
mail to Jim Ferrera, Town Administrator P.O. Box 609 Warren, MA 01083. 

For a complete job description please visit the Town’s website www.warren-ma.gov
The Town of Warren is an equal opportunity employer. 

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Quaboag 
Regiona l  Middle  High 
School presented the Casey 
Handfield Benefit Concert 
this past week and it was a 
memorable moment. 

This benefit concert fea-
tured the Quaboag Regional 
Wind Ensemble and the 
Auburn High School Concert 
Band. All the proceeds from 
this event will be going to the 
Casey J. Handfield Memorial 
Scholarship in honor of 
Handfield who passed away 
back in February. 

Handfie ld  se rved  as 
principal at both Auburn 
High School and Quaboag 
Regiona l  Middle  High 
School. 

Fami ly  member s  o f 
Handfield attended the ben-
efit concert, and they were 
all in awe when they expe-
rienced the exceptional ben-
efit dedicated to their loved 
one. Handfield’s wife Andrea 
Handfield and his daughter 
Julia Handfield attended the 
concert and were amazed of 
how supportive the commu-
nities have been and helped 
put this event together in 
honor of him. 

Andrea Handfield said, 
“The support and love from 
the community has been 
overwhelming.” 

Hand f i e ld  ha s  been 
involved with education 
throughout his entire life and 
always enjoyed helping his 
students. The Handfield fam-
ily thought putting together 
a scholarship was the per-
fect way to honor him and 
the community he loved very 
much. 

“He loved Quaboag dear-
ly,” Julia Handfield said. 

The Casey J. Handfield 
Memorial Scholarship will 
be awarded to two graduat-
ing Quaboag seniors. This 
scholarship will be going to 
two students who work hard 
in community service, show 
great leadership skills and 
will work in education. 

The Handfield family said 
they will award this scholar-
ship on an annual basis.

Handfield was a three-
sport athlete, participating in 
football, basketball and base-
ball. He was also involved 
in music and played the sax-
ophone. He was a football 
coach in the Auburn schools 
for many years and served 
as past president of Auburn’s 
Pop Warner Youth Football 
and Cheer. He was always 
very active in his children’s 
sports and activities during 
their middle and high school 
careers. 

He was a much-loved 
principal during his 20 years 
at Auburn High School and 
had a profound passion for 
education. During his time 
at Quaboag, Handfield was 
involved with everything and 
loved engaging with students 
and staff.  

The Benefi t  Concer t 
featured past and present 
students of Quaboag and 
Auburn High School and 
provided an amazing selec-
tion of music. Conducting 
most of the songs was 
Quaboag music teacher 
James Joinville, who shared 
many great stories about 
working with Handfield. 

J o i nv i l l e  d e s c r i b e d 
Handfield as someone who 
“was all about community.” 

In addition to donations to 

support the memorial schol-
arship in honor of Handfield, 
the Quaboag National Art 
Honor Society hosted a raf-
fle, and several students were 
selling their artwork to help 
benefit the scholarship. 

The songs featured in the 
first half of the concert were 
“Maleguena”, “Fragile”, 
“Ask Not”, “For Good”, and 
“Taylor Swift: Eras”. After 
intermission, the benefit 
concert continued with four 
more songs. The first song 
played after intermission was 
“Abba on Broadway” con-
ducted by Joinville. 

Joinville would then intro-
duce Warren Community 
Elementary School Music 
Teacher Ian Wykes to the 
podium. Wykes would con-
duct during the perfor-
mance of “On a Hymnsong 
of Philip Bliss” by David R. 
Holsinger. 

Joinville returned and 
spoke about the next song. 
This was a special song to be 
played in honor of Handfield 
and is tied to a unique story 
Joinville shared before it was 
played. The song is called 
“You’ll Be Back” and it was 
played for Handfield while 
he was going through treat-
ment. 

This song as well as 

the Benefit Concert will 
always highlight the impact 
Handfield made while he 
was part of the school com-
munity. The final song for 
the concert was “Can’t Help 
Falling in Love” by Elvis 
Presley. 

The concert featured over 
40 performers, some who 
were a part of both school 
communities that Handfield 
was a part of. Joinville 
t h a n k e d  t h e  Q u a b o a g 

Performing Arts Boosters, 
Quaboag National Honor 
Society and the Quaboag 
National Art Honor Society 
for helping the Benefit 
Concert special for everyone. 

Joinville also thanked 
Quaboag Superintendent of 
Schools Stephen Duff and 
Quaboag Regional Assistant 
Principal Michael Lavelle for 
making the benefit concert 
possible and for their con-
stant support of the students 

and staff. Thanks went out to 
Fine Arts Department Chair 
Virginia Bailey, Auburn 
High School Principal Dan 
Delongchamp and Assistant 
Principal Melissa LaBeaume. 

The Casey Handfield 
Benefit Concert was a great 
event that took place in the 
Quaboag Regional High 
School Gymnasium and all 
who attended applaud the 
performers as they honored a 
great leader in education. 

Quaboag holds Casey Handfield benefit concert

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Left to right, Quaboag Superintendent Stephen Duff, alongside Andrea Handfield, James 
Joinville and Julia Handfield during the Casey Handfield Benefit Concert at Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School. 

Fine art prints were available during the benefit concert. 
Artwork was done by Quaboag students. 

James Joinville conducted during the concert. The performers included past and present 
students of Quaboag Regional Middle High School and Auburn High School. 

The Quaboag Historical 
Society is proud to announce 
its annual scholarship pro-
gram, designed to support 
high school seniors with a 
passion for history and a 
commitment to preserving 
the past. 

This $1,000 scholarship 
aims to assist students plan-
ning to pursue higher educa-
tion in any historical related 
field.  

T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s 

only offered to a student 
who resides in one of the 
Quaboag Plantation towns of 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
New Bra in t r ee ,  Nor th 
Brookfield, Warren, or West 
Brookfield.  

It is offered to a current 
high school senior planning 
to enroll in a college or uni-
versity for the upcoming aca-
demic year who will pursue a 
degree in one of the follow-
ing fields: education, histo-

ry, museum studies, anthro-
pology, women’s studies, 
American studies, or archae-
ology.  Students wishing to 
study closely related fields 
are encouraged to apply.  

The application deadline 
is May 2.  For applications 
or more information, please 
contact Jeff Robbins by 
emailing jeffrobbins@char-
ter.net or calling 508-579-
4786.

Quaboag Historical Society 
seeks scholarship applicants

WARE – The Knights 
of Columbus Council #183 
will be holding a chick-
en barbecue at St. Mary’s 
Church Hall, 57 South St., 
on Saturday, May 10 from 
1-4 p.m. to benefit St. 
Aloysius Catholic School in 
Gilbertville.   

In addition to a delicious 
lunch that includes a half 
chicken, baked potato, salad 
and dessert, there will be 
music provided by DJ Brian, 
a grand prize offering, raf-

fles and face painting for the 
kids. Please consider attend-
ing this event to support the 
school.  

Tickets cost $25 for 
adults and $15 for children 
up to age 14 and are avail-
able from St. Aloysius stu-
dents, or online at https://
www.s ta loys iuscs .com/
support/k-of-c-barbecue/ 
through April 30.  You may 
also call the school at 413-
477-1268 to order and pick 
up your tickets.  

If you know of anyone 
interested in donating to the 
raffle baskets or becoming 
an event sponsor, please 
have them reach out to 
Roberta McQuaid by email-
ing rmcquaid@staloysius-
catholicschool.com.

Chicken barbecue to benefit 
St. Aloysius Catholic School
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91 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082

441133--227777--00000099
hannasonmain.com

OPEN FOR LUNCH
Wednesday - Saturday

at 11:00AM
Sunday Breakfast 8am - 12pm

Full Dinner Menu staring at 12pm

Function Room Available!
(up to 50 people)

Book Your Event Today!

Join Us On

Mothers Day
Mother’s Day Breakfast Brunch

8am - 12pm
Mother’s Day Dinner

12:30pm - 5:00pm

Reservation Highly Recommended

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

BEAT THE TARIFF!!! 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!!!
PRE SEASON A/C SALE!!!

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

BUY MORE, SAVE MORE WITH APPLIANCE REBATES!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Greige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

ASPHALT PLANT OPENING LATE APRIL

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Ware - 55 West Street - $210,000
This is a fully equipped and well established 
auto-repair shop. Robert’s Garage has a 
history of Trustworthy customer service, 
driving substantial cash f low with a strong 
customer loyalty and a proven reputation in 
the community which will allow the New Ownership a turnkey business 
with a positive cash f low. Located in a high traff ic area with great 
visibility! 3 bays, one lift, office and paved parking area. All equipment 
will stay. 21 E in hand. This would make a great Car Sales location.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

OXFORD Charming, updated Cape 
with over 1600 sq ft! This 3-bed, 1-bath 
home features a gorgeous remodeled 
bathroom, fresh paint, and an updated 
kitchen with granite countertops and tile 
flooring! Enjoy a formal dining room, large 
bedrooms, and a finished lower level for 
extra living space. The large, flat, fenced-in 
yard offers a huge deck, outdoor fireplace & 
shed! It’s perfect for play or entertaining! Some of the major updates include a 2019 
septic system, newer roof, and vinyl siding. Easy access to Rt. 20, MA Pike, I-84 & 
I-395 makes commuting a breeze. Move-in ready at $439,900

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Summer Getaways!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

71 Worcester Rd. Barre Ma, 01005

(978) 355-6649

Free LP
Tank Installation

Join Our Family Est. 1957

Propane - Heating Oil
HHeeaattiinngg,,  PPlluummbbiinngg

AAiirr  CCoonnddiittiioonniinngg,,  aanndd  GGeenneerraattoorr  
IInnssttaallllaattiioonnss

SSaanndd,,  GGrraavveell  aanndd  SSttoonnee  SSaalleess  aanndd  DDeelliivveerryy..  
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Join Our Family Est. 1957

Propane - Heating Oil

Find us on
Facebook

Heating, Air Conditioning 
and Generator Installations

Sand, Gravel and Stone
Sales and Delivery

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day


