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Winslow,
Whitham
elected

to School
Committee

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - According to
unofficial results from the
annual town election, a total
of 763 votes were cast this
past Monday.

Four candidates ran for
two seats on the School
Committee, with incumbent
Brian Winslow securing his
seat with 478 votes and new-
comer Melissa Whitham get-
ting 578 to replace outgoing
School Committee member
Christopher Desjardins, who
opted not to seek reelection
this term.

Candidates Kevin Slattery
and Diane Reopell received
170 and 160 votes, respec-
tively.

Selectboard Vice-Chair
Josh Kusnierz ran unopposed
and also retained his seat,
securing 578 votes.

Kenneth Higney received
204 votes as a write-in can-
didate for a three-year term
as a Parks Commissioner
and Paul Harper received 17
votes as a write-in candidate
for the three-year Cemetery
Commissioner position.

Nancy Brown won a five-
year seat on the Housing

Please see ELECT, page 3
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Staff Report

WARE — Ware AMVETS
Post 2577 held its annual
“White Clover” fundraising
drive this past weekend, out-
side of the local Walmart.

The White Clover, mean-
ing, “remember me” is the
official flower of AMVETS,

Dave Nicoson and Richie Rucki
accepted donations during

- AMVETS Post 2577's annual White
‘ Clover fundraiser outside of
! Walmart this past weekend.

AMVETS

it symbolizes the states
from which the U.S. Armed
Forces were drawn and the
worldwide battlefields on
which they fought. It is a
four-leaf clover.

Since 1946, AMVETS
throughout America have
brought the White Clover
into their communities to

( [ hd annu
W ite €Cloven

fundraiser to help veterans

benefit and assist the needy
— both veterans and the
general public. The White
Clover program is an excel-
lent project to raise funds
that will benefit veteran’s
service activities.

Please see FUNDRAISER,
page 2

Campground discussed
at public hearing

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

HARDWICK - The
Planning Board met on
April 8 for a public hearing
on a potential campground
being proposed in
town.

The meeting
was held at the
Hardwick Town
House and
many residents
attended the
public hearing
to hear the special
permit proposal and
address any questions,
comments and concerns.
The applicant seeking a
special permit is Quabbin
Glamping and Camping,
LLC at 3305 Greenwich
Road on 80 acres of land.

Presenting the proj-
ect was John Samek, the
proprietor of Hardwick
Vineyard & Winery at 3305
Greenwich Road. Joining
Samek during the presenta-
tion was Libby Talbot, who
is a partner in the project.

The applicants are pro-
posing a campground on
two parcels of land in West
Hardwick and have nar-
rowed down to having pos-
sibly 50 campsites on loca-
tion. These campsites will
feature cabins, treehouses,
tents, parking, and sites for
RVs and campers.

Samek said he is aware
of the neighbors of the site
and has kept them informed

WE UNDER-
STAND THIS IS
A BIG DEAL."

JOHN SAMEK
APPLICANT

on his proposed project for
a campsite on his land.

Copies of the plan were

provided for the Planning

Board to review and Samek

also provided copies for the

public to review and a map
of the site as well.

“We understand

this is a big

deal,” Samek

said.
The appli-
cants said

they are con-

fident that a

campsite will

help promote

tourism and sup-

port local business-
es in Hardwick.

Some neighbors are vis-
ible to the site according to
Samek. When asked how
many cabins will be on site
as part of the campground,
Samek said he’s looking to
have a total of 10 cabins.

After Samek’s presen-
tation, the Planning Board
began with their own ques-
tions. Members asked about
the lighting situation of the
campsite.

With the site being off
grid, Samek is looking for
exterior lighting and will
have solar lighting in place
that is compliant with the
local bylaws.

The board asked if
Samek intends to have
events at the campground
and believes events are

Please see HEARING,
page 5

Annual fair helps
students learn
financial literacy

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Over 300 high
school seniors attended
Country Bank’s Credit for
Life fair at Ware High School
last Wednesday morning.

Held on April 9, this
event took place during both
National Financial Literacy
Month and National Financial
Capability Month.

Students from Ware,
Palmer and Belchertown
high schools visited various
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Cred_it for Life

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Ware High School seniors enjoyed Country Bank’s Credit
for Life fair on April 9. Shown from left are Shelby Hogan,
Jason Mumper, Trevor Millet and Josh Dulak.

booths set up in the gym at
the fair, which is designed to
give these soon-to-be gradu-
ates a hands-on financial liter-
acy experience and give them
the tools they need to manage
their personal finances.

“They are just more
and more engaged,” said
Jodie Gerulaitis, First Vice
President of Community
Relations at Country Bank
said of the students. “They’re
wanting to learn about finan-
cial education, asking great
questions and absorbing all
the knowledge.”

Gerulaitis said Country
Bank started Credit for Life
over 15 years ago and the
program continues to grow.
Each year, multiple schools

join together to give their

students a chance to explore
potential career choices, credit

Please see CREDIT, page 6

School Comm. hears results of SPED audit

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Dr. Andrea
Larmon of the Lower
Pioneer Valley Educational
Collaborative presented the
findings of the special edu-
cation audit that reviewed
information from Ware
Public Schools for the past
three years.

“We were looking to see
if service delivery grid ser-
vices were actually being
provided or not. Whether
accommodations and modi-
fications were being provid-
ed for students. Whether we
had appropriate consent for
evaluations for students for
special education services.
Whether the evaluators were
using what’s called evidence
based assessment tools and

then we were also looking at
adherence to mandated time-
lines,” she said at the April 9
School Committee meeting.
Larmon said school dis-
tricts have 45 days to com-
plete an evaluation and
there is 30 days within that
the actual assessment has
to be completed. She said
the audit looked at wheth-
er evaluation reports were
completed and submitted

and if an IEP meeting was
held within that 45-day
timeline.

“Once a child is found
eligible for special educa-
tion services, they have an
annual IEP happen every
year and we needed to make
sure that those annual meet-
ing dates were being met as
well,” Larmon said.

Please see AUDIT, page 11

Selectmen
accept

provisions
for district
agreement

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN - The Board
of Selectmen met on April
10 to discuss the estab-
lishment of a regional 911
emergency communica-
tion district.

The town of Warren
is looking to enter into
a district agreement
with the towns of Barre,
Hubbardston, Oakham and
Rutland. The Selectmen
attended the regional dis-
patch informational meet-
ing in Rutland and learned
about how the state is ask-

Please see WARREN,
page 5

Chamber breakfast held at Cedarbrook

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE - Members of the
Quaboag Hills Chamber of
Commerce met for break-
fast at Cedarbrook Village at
Ware this past week.

After a delicious break-
fast provided by Cedarbrook
Village, members of the
Chamber would be a part
of informative discussions
covering multiple topics.
The Chamber’s CEO James
Przypek welcomed all the
members who attended and
thanked Cedarbrook Village
at Ware for the breakfast
they provided.

The first group to speak
was Ed Fisher of Fisher
Tech Solutions and Patrick
Hughes of Lantern Digital
Marketing Agency.

Both Hughes and Fisher
briefly spoke about their
businesses and talked about
digital marketing and tech-
nology. One of the main
subjects brought up was the

use of artificial intelligence.
According to both mar-
keting and tech experts,
there are advantages and
disadvantages to using AL
Hughes shared some
input and said there is a lot
of misunderstanding with Al
and the biggest example of
some of the negative infor-

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Ware Town Manager Stuart Beckley spoke during the
discussion at the Chamber Chat Breakfast at Cedarbrook
Village.

mation from Al comes from
social media.

“The country wants over-
sight of AL,” Hughes said.

Both agree it is import-
ant for business owners,
especially small businesses
owners to review ideas, ask

Please see CHAMBER,
page 7
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WARE - The Ware
Knights of Columbus
sponsored an Easter
egg hunt on April 13

. behind the St. Mary’s
e rectory on South
‘? Street.

Columbus this past Sunday
‘f i el g T

h RIGHT: The Easter Bunny jomed the Ware nghts I
f of Columbus at the annual Easter egg hunt .
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KofC and Easter Bunny
host annual egg hunt
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ABOVE Chlldren prepared to search for Easter
; eggs on the lawn of St. Mary’s rectory at the
1_ - annual event hosted by the Ware Knights of

Over 50 children
plus their parents
attended. The Easter
Bunny was present and
there was candy and
prizes for all who par-
ticipated.
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Rally to be
held outside
Veterans Park
this Saturday

WARE - On Saturday,
April 19, the 250th anni-
versary of the American
Revolution, a rally will be
held outside of Veterans
Park, Main Street, from 3-5
p-m.

This rally is being facil-
itated by local residents
and the grassroots organi-
zation Brookfields Fight
Fear and is inspired by the
50501 Movement, where 50
protests will be held in 50
states on one day. These pro-
tests are against the policies
and actions of the Trump
Administration.

All are welcome to attend.

Visit us at

WWW.

turley

.Co0Mm

EQLT's annual Geocache
Scavenger Hunt kicks off

HARDWICK - The
East Quabbin Land Trust’s
Geocache Scavenger Hunt
will begin on April 19 and
run through May 4.

Appropriate for both
children and adults, EQLT’s
Geocache Scavenger Hunt
pairs an outdoor scav-
enger hunt with a word
game. Registration is open
through May 2, and partic-
ipants may register as indi-
viduals, a family or a group.

“Our annual Geocache
Scavenger Hunt is a pop-
ular, family-friendly activ-
ity and a fantastic way to
get outdoors to enjoy the
first signs of spring at our
preserves,” said Cynthia
Henshaw, Executive
Director of the East
Quabbin Land Trust. “As
a land trust, we are always
encouraging people to get
outside to enjoy nature, and
the Geocache Scavenger
Hunt is a fun way to do it.”

The Geocache
Scavenger Hunt involves a

self-paced search for geo-
caches, or boxes, hidden
at various EQLT preserves
using GPS technology typ-
ically found on a smart-
phone. Each registrant may
collect one item at each
geocache.

Players then bring their
items to the Reveal Party,
which will be held at
EQLT’s office, 120 Ridge
Road, on Sunday, May 4
at 2 p.m. Scavenger Hunt
participants will have the
chance to meet and play a
game against other partic-
ipants at the Reveal Party
using the items they col-
lected during the Geocache
Scavenger Hunt.

To learn more about
it and to sign up, go to
EQLT’s website at eqlt.org/
geocache-scavenger-hunt/.
Cost is $20 per entry, with
a reduced entry fee for chil-
dren and youths under 15.
Email Henshaw at chen-
shaw @eqlt.org for reduced-
fee registration.

If you recog.
names an

d their
the folks in this week’s photo, please sen
mzed your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

Each week the Ware
River News digs
into its submitted
photo archives and
selects a people
photo to publish. We
need your help to
help identify those
pictured.

File Photo

Last week’s photo
from 1989 showed

the Ware High School
Peer Education Group
making a presentation
to grade five students.
Shown from left are
Jen Lavallee and Stacy
Sinclair.

Grange hosts first gardening workshop

WARE - Ware Grange’s
first gardening work-
shop of the year, “Peas,
Peppers, Potatoes and
Pumpkins,” will be held on
Monday, April 28 at 7 p.m.
at the Grange Hall at 297
Belchertown Road.

The presenter will be
Roberta McQuaid, author
of the weekly “In the

Garden” column for Turley

Publications.

It’s almost time to sow
peas, and there are things
you can do to prepare for
the other “P” vegetables,
too, from heating up your
soil in anticipation of pep-
per planting, to green
sprouting your potatoes,
and starting pumpkin seed-

lings indoors to thwart
bugs and get earlier yields.
Learn how to store or pro-
cess these vegetables so
that you can save money on
your grocery bill even after
the gardening season has
passed.

Visit Ware Grange on
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.

FUNDRAISER

from page 1

Proceeds from this
fundraiser drive go
toward helping area vet-
erans and the AMVETS
members use the funds
donated through these
drives to support various
activities at the Holyoke
Soldiers Home and the
Veterans Administration
facility in Leeds with
cookouts, pizza and
bingo parties, and other
outings as needed.

While food items and
non-alcoholic beverag-
es are part of the fare,
all work is donated by
AMVETS members.
AMVETS Post2577
is also the Charter
Organization for local
Scouting America Troop
281 and provides over-
sight and financial sup-
port to the Scouts.

All funds raised from
“White Clover” and other
activities are retained for
local use.
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Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

Dan Witt and Bob Bruso took part in the annual White
Clover drive hosted by AMVETS Post 2577.

Any veteran discharged in
good standing, or any current
service member is eligible
to join AMVETS Post 2577
which meets on the third
Tuesday of each month at

the American Legion Hall on
Maple Street. AMVETS is a
service organization dedicat-
ed to assisting Veterans and
supporting the community.

Prime Rib

Every Thursday,
Friday & Saturday

HARDWICK CROSSING

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB

Online Ordering Available

Function
Space
Available

Monday - 6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 « Pro Shop 774-261-2634  WITHUS! ‘
"
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLE ~ *

BOOK
YOUR
EVENT

B Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

Upcoming
April 22, May 6 & 20, June 3
SIP AND PAINT
Starting at 6:30 p.m.
Visit Our Website For More Details

Golf Course
NOW OPEN

Golf Memberships
Check Our Website & Facebook for Specials

See Website
for More
Information

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

OBINSON

R

S ERVICE

TOWN OF WARE

TOWN WIDE CLEAN UP

April 19, 2025 ~ 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Supplies at 49 Church Street
Clean up Anywhere

YARD WASTE DROP OFF
Saturday, April 12, 2025
Saturday, April 19, 2025
Sunday, April 27, 2025
Saturday, May 3, 2025
9a.m.to 2 p.m.
Robbins Road, Ware

No trash will be accepted.
Maximum size of branches

pick-up sized vehicles.

Leaves and
yard waste only.

is 12-inches.
Limited to two

4
|

MUST be a
WARE resident.
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Accuracy of superintendent’s evaluation questioned

By Paula OQuimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - At last week’s
School Committee meeting,
its members reviewed the
superintendent’s evaluation
results, sharing comments
made about Dr. Michael
Lovato’s performance in a
several categories.

At the April 9 meet-
ing, Lovato expressed con-
cerns about the accuracy of
his evaluation completed by
the School Committee, due
to some of the categories not
having a rating selected by all
members of the committee.

He said this does not allow
for an overall score. He said
the ongoing independent
investigation was also includ-
ed in the evaluation, which he
said the committee agreed not
to include.

“I would ask that the
School Committee adhere
to what they promised in
regard to not including any-
thing that was involving the
independent investigation and
also adhere to providing me
an evaluation that is at least
accurate in regard to the num-
bers and the counts...scored
correctly,” Lovato said.

Lovato said the evaluation
doesn’t give him a starting
point without accurate scor-
ing. Lovato requested that
information related to the
independent investigation be
removed from the evaluation,
as agreed upon.

School Committee mem-
ber Christopher Desjardins
said this is the committee’s
review of the superintendent
and he said they should stand
by their results.

“All I’'m asking for is a
fair evaluation,” Lovato said.
“We should remove the stuff
from the independent inves-
tigation, and we should make
sure that it is scored correctly
so that it’s a document that
I can actually use, otherwise
the document means nothing.”

School Committee Chair
Brian Winslow said he didn’t
take this evaluation lightly.

“I put in a lot of time and
effort, we all did,” he said.
“Probably the hardest thing
is the comments, because you

AU

The Ware River
News will gladly
correct factual errors
that appear in this
paper. Corrections
or clarifications will
always appear on
Page 3. To request
a correction, send
information to
pouimette @turley.
com, or call 967-
3505. Corrections
may also be

requested in writing
at: Ware River News,
Attn: Editor, 80 Main
St., Ware, MA 01082.

OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

want to provide information.”

Winslow said modifying
the comments on the evalua-
tion would be censorship.

Lovato asked if the eval-
uation would be amended if
the results of the independent
investigation proved that alle-
gations against to be false.
Winslow said the committee
could conduct a follow-up
investigation in six months, to
address this need.

“In the meantime, we
can either decide to leave it
the way it is and do it in six
months again, or for that six
month one, pick and choose,”
he said.

Lovato said the evaluation
is mathematically flawed and
needs to be scored accurately.

“We didn’t even follow the
scoring rubric,” he said.

He said each box has a
value of one, and the sum
gives provides an overall
score.

Winslow questioned why
concerns about how the eval-
uation was filled out weren’t
raised last year, when com-
mittee members completed it
in the same way.

Lovato asked that the
inaccurate scoring and inde-
pendent investigation in the
evaluation not be discussed.
He suggested sharing just the
comments instead.

“I am willing to move for-
ward but we do have to come
up with some way to address
these inaccuracies,” he said.

The committee voted to
proceed with the evaluation
without including the overall
performance in each category,
and the performance evalua-
tion of Lovato’s goals.

Comments from com-
mittee members highlight-
ed student growth in grades
kindergarten through sixth,
as well as Lovato’s willing-
ness to share information.
Data shows progress is being
made, and students have
been given opportunities for
advanced coursework.

Dropout rates have also
decreased from 6.5% to 2.7%.
Chronic absenteeism has also
decreased by 5%.

Other comments looked at
the need to fill staff positions
quicker.

Committee members’

comments noted that bud-
get timelines were met, but
spending was listed as a con-
cern. There
were amounts
remaining in
some accounts

in the school district. He chal-
lenges himself to continue to
learn and grow in this role.

Comments and
concerns
Resident

heoumilled  BEINGON  Deve Moy

While SCHOOL from Ware High
being made 1o COMMITTEE  het s eni
address larger IS NOT AN dren are no lon-
capital proj- EASY JOB.” ger in the school

ects such as
roof replace-
ment and
chillers, there
is no replace-
ment schedule
for equipment owned by Ware
Public Schools.

Lovato was able to reduce
transportation costs and
increase Medicaid reimburse-
ments to the school district
from $75,000 to $242,000.
Lovato has also collaborat-
ed with the town on capital
improvement projects.

Lovato has attend-
ed numerous school
events and communicates
through newsletters and his
Superintendent’s report. He
utilizes media and social
media to share important
news about the school district.

He is willing to meet with
parents and discuss concerns,
but comments from School
Committee members raised
concerns about the distrust of
Lovato from the school com-
munity.

The committee noted that
employee evaluations appear
to be up-to-date and collective
bargaining agreements appear
to be monitored.

Comments were also relat-
ed to vacancies in the school
district, and concerns raised
about the consulting firm that
was hired to conduct profes-
sional development.

Committee members said
Lovato participated in vari-
ous conferences in state and
national arenas, but work
must be done to improve con-
fidence and trust with school
staff and families. The lack of
trust needs to change in order
to move forward.

One comment said Lovato
shows commitment to
improving his leadership role

COUPON
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(508) 829-7333

<O ptical World
“CERTIFIED CONTACT LENS & EYEGLASS SPECIALISTS”
Compare Our
Prices, Service and Selection.
It's Worth the Trip!

1015 MAIN STREET, HOLDEN MASSACHUSETTS 01520

e Stump Grinding
¢ Bobcat Work

¢ Furnace Wood
* Firewood $275/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

e Lot Clearing ® Storm work

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693
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Christopher Desjardins
SCHOOL COMMITTEE

system, but he
still wants to be
involved as a
taxpayer.

“I help pay
for this just like
all the other good taxpayers
and I care,” he said.

Moriarty said people run
for town government either
to make changes or improve-
ments, or they have personal
agendas.

“We can’t continue to run
this school system on friction,
hate and discontent,” he said.

He talked about the behav-
ior of School Committee
members and Lovato at the
previous meeting, and said
the back and forth was not
pleasant.

“This has to improve,”
Moriarty said.

Resident and parent Frank
Bateman talked about con-
flicts of interest, and how it
can compromise a person’s
judgement. He questioned if
there was a conflict of interest
if a committee member was
in charge of evaluating the
supervisor of their husband.

“I don’t think that would
be allowed anywhere in busi-
ness, it certainly won’t be
allowed in government...I'm
not really sure that’s not being
allowed here,” he said.

Bateman said there was no
talk about the role of manage-
ment oversight and noncom-
pliance mitigation with the
school district’s special edu-
cation. He said it is shocking
to him given Lovato’s back-
ground in special education.

“Leadership is supervi-
sion,” Bateman said.

A special education teach-
er at Ware High School said
she should have come for-
ward sooner, but like many
of the staff, she was fearful

of retaliation from adminis-
tration.

“But now I feel I only con-
tribute more to the problem if
I do not speak about what’s
been happening,” she said.

She said at the beginning
of the school year it was
announced that the school
district would not hire a third
high school special education
teacher to support inclusion.
She said she has been the
only one since February.

“This means I’'m the only
one here available to support
and service 40 students with
moderate disabilities,” she
said.

She said this year there are
only two paraprofessionals
when there used to be four.
She said they are frequent-
ly pulled to be substitutes in
other classrooms.

She said she has been
required to teach three gen-
eral education math courses,
but she doesn’t have the cer-
tifications for it. She said sit-
uations like these are “taking
a massive toll” on staff and
students.

She said what has been
happening in the district is
unethical and it needs to stop.

“I speak up now, because
I have nothing to lose,” she
said. “Ware is a wonderful

place, and I wish to continue
to work here, but I cannot do
so under these conditions.”

Last meeting

Desjardins said he has
learned a lot over his 20
plus years on the School
Committee, and he read a
statement to mark his last
meeting in that role after not
seeking reelection for another
term.

“Being on School
Committee is not an easy
job,” he said.

He said it’s been an honor
to serve the students of
Ware Public Schools and he
thanked both past and pres-
ent employees. He said he has
the “utmost respect” for the
teachers.

Desjardins said his goal
was to walk away and not
look back, but with the cur-
rent situation in the school
district, he doesn’t think he
can do that. He said he will be
watching closely, and he may
consider running for School
Committee again next year.

Winslow said he didn’t
think it would be this hard to
say goodbye to Desjardins,
as he presented him with a
citation honoring his decades
of service.

Melissa Whitham was
elected to serve on the
School Committee.

Incumbent Brian
Winslow was reelected
to the School Committee.

Health (three-year term),
Jennifer McMartin, 581
votes; Planning Board
(five-year term), Alex
Bergeron, 529; Planning
Board (four-year unex-
pired term), Kenneth
Crosby, 512; and Ware
Housing Authority (one-
year term), Valerie
Granger, 547 votes.

ELECT from page 1

Authority with 439 votes
over write-in candi-
date Cynthia Allen, who
secured 115 votes.

Other election results
are as follows: Board of
Assessors (three-year
term), Gerald Fountain
Jr., 572 votes; Board of

If You Want
To Rehang
A Banner,

Suggested $30
Donation

HOME TOWN HERO

Pole Banners
to Honor Ware Veterans

WARE, MASSACHUSETTS
cHometonwn c/Heroes

";r"J #’J aiter) E}Ifm’r;n = -"?’.f'm_f_;

Name of Veteran
Branch of Service

John W. Doe

Cost is $75 per side « Limited Quantity
Make Checks payable to Biztek Printing

Fresh creations

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA

The Roadhouse Cafe is Now
Under New Management

Enjoy your old favorites with some new touches
NOW OPEN DAILY FROM 7 AMTO 1 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

© theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

\, J

Name

Sponsor Information

Address

Email

Phone

For more information contact Dan Flynn
413-297-5886 « email:dflynn@turley.com
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Vacation plans, anyone?

Many people plan trips
over April vacation! Not me,
I am planning an escape to
the gar-
den.

ing at

the bit

to do

some gardening in spite of
this crazy, post-winter weath-
er we are having. Can you
believe it snowed twice last
week?

Maybe a dusting at your
house, but Saturday’s snow-
fall was a despicable four
inches! At least forecasts
for this upcoming week are
improving, and I’m hoping
that vacation week’s are even
better.

While it’s best to wait
until Memorial Day to sow
bean and squash seeds, as
well as transplant your toma-
to and pepper seedlings into
the garden, there are many
veggies that thrive in cooler
spring temperatures. Here is
a re-cap of a column from
a few years back, outlining
the veggie seeds that can be
sown in the garden now:

Beet seeds can be plant-
ed as soon as the soil can
be worked. Sow them close
together and thin to three
inches apart for full size
beets — use the culled greens
in salad. For a pretty beet
try Chiogga for its alternat-
ing stripes of pink and white;
pick early for best quality.

More interested in beet
greens than beets them-
selves? Beautiful Bull’s
Blood grows well throughout
the summer months without
getting bitter.

Carrots will also grow
well under cool conditions,
although they may take lon-
ger to come up. Keep them
moist to hasten germination.
Experts recommend sowing
fast-growing radish seeds to
mark carrot rows as well as
provide shade (and therefore
moisture retention).

I’ve also heard of folks
covering rows of carrot seeds
with burlap or straw for the
same reason. For the lon-
gest, straightest roots, be
sure the seed bed is deep and
rock-free. Thin twice, with
an ultimate spacing of one
inch apart.

Amazingly enough, car-
rots come in all shades of
yellow and orange, purple
and red, even white. Try
Yellowstone, Atomic Red,
Purple Haze and White Satin
for an extremely colorful
coleslaw.

Lettuce is one of the best
crops to start now. In fact, it
won’t germinate at all when
soil temperatures top 75
degrees.

Sow your seeds every
couple of weeks for a con-
tinuous supply throughout
the summer. Get creative
with lattice or interplant with
other crops to give lettuce a
break from sun and heat.

When all your friends are
complaining that their salads
are bitter, you’ll be rewarded
for your efforts with sweet
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greens. Look for seeds that
suit your season. Consider
New Red Fire or Slobolt for
growing in
the sum-
mer months;
Tango or
Lollo Rossa
for fall and
winter season
extension.

Parsnips,
like carrots, take a long time
to come up and need con-
sistent moisture in order to
germinate. Try some of the
tricks I mentioned above or
just be diligent with the hose.

Old Sturbridge Village
grows two great heirloom
varieties — Hollow Crown
and Student. Harvest some
after a few hard frosts in the
fall, but hold on harvesting
the rest until early spring.

You will be in for a sweet
surprise.

Peas have been a favor-
ite plant of mine for the last
several years. Sow them now
and provide support for all
but the dwarfest varieties. I
plant them around the perim-
eter of my garden up against
the fence, and will utilize
“pea brush” for another row
or two within the garden.

Be on the lookout for cut
worms — in my garden they
nearly always decimated my
crop. If you see pea seedlings
cut off at the soil line, gently
cultivate around your plant
and dispose of the chubby
green or golden caterpillars.

Oregon Giant is a great
snow pea, with flat pods
perfect for stir fries. Tall
Telephone (aka Alderman)
is nearly six feet tall under
optimal conditions, and
yields upwards of 30 pounds
of peas per one hundred foot
row.

Spinach is another crop
that must be started early to
ensure success, and a crop
I can’t quite seem to mas-
ter. I was never satisfied with
the meal or two I ate before
the plants bolted — I wanted
more!

So instead of growing
regular spinach, I now grow
New Zealand Spinach. It
isn’t a true spinach, nor does
it resemble one, but it can
be grown throughout the
summer and substituted for
cooked spinach in nearly any
recipe.

Soak the large seeds over-
night before sowing to hasten
germination. Pinch off and
use the waxy leaves when
they reach two or three inch-
es long. New Zealand spin-
ach also freezes extremely
well.

Enjoy these earliest days
in the garden; I know I will!
The best vacation ever spent.

J

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

| —— -

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions
with our staff and your fellow readers.
Participate in our opinion pages,
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Ware River News

www.warerivernews.turley.com
warerivernews@turley.com e 413.967.3505
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LATEST FROM
WALL ST.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Smith resigns from all elected boards and committees

Editor’s Note: This letter
was also submitted to the
Town Clerk Nancy Talbot on
April 10.

Today, my Massachusetts
Official Voter Registration
was changed by me. I am no
longer a registered voter in
the Town of Ware, so please
be sure to remove me from
the Ware Register of Voters.

Furthermore, please
accept this letter as my
resignation from all elect-
ed boards and appointed
committees on behalf of
the Town of Ware, effective
immediately, without prej-
udice.

Please share it with the
Selectboard and committee
chairs I served, and please
read it for the record at the
next Selectboard meeting.

My resignation is from
the following current
boards and committees |
serve: Selectboard, Capital
Planning Committee,
and Hospital Review
Committee.

My primary residence
(i.e. place of abode) has
changed, and Ware will no
longer be what I consider
to be my place of “domi-
cile” to vote and to serve the
Town of Ware any longer.

I am proud to have
served the Town of Ware
without bias, personal agen-
das, and with good inten-
tions to help move Ware
forward in a professional,

knowledgeable and fiscally
responsible manner through
a “think outside the box,”
and with forward-look-
ing lens for the good of the
Town of Ware, long-term.

Anyone that really knows
me understands my passion
on topics of importance to
the Town, and my commit-
ment from being a public
servant myself to respect the
work of all Town employ-
ees, and to appreciate the
work accomplished by them
each day. Also, the impor-
tance of treating neighbors
like neighbors in a small
town and valuing personal
commitment to community
volunteering.

Over the past year, I am
proud to have served with
Selectboard members all
who I myself had support-
ed in order to help voters
restructure the makeup of
this Executive Board over
the past five-six years nec-
essary to advance import-
ant decisions and cast votes
involving fiscally responsi-
ble budgets; improved cap-
ital planning for the vari-
ous town departments and
school buildings; water and
sewer infrastructure proj-
ects; water storage tank(s)
rehabilitations; Pelski land
conservation; the long-over-
due Town Charter review;
and supporting the Hospital
Review Committee’s real
mission and charge.

The legacy of the Town

of Ware lies in the hands of
the voters and needs good
leadership, so it’s rewarding
to have witnessed over the
past several years a revived
interest in the concerns of
citizens, and participation
by new faces on the various
elected boards and appoint-
ed committees. Forward
thinking individuals with
broad perspectives and pro-
fessional experience add
value to local government
decision making.

I wish everyone the best
of luck!

To my many friends and
neighbors, supporters, and
even those that debated or
opposed my positions I wish
you all well and thank you
for giving me the oppor-
tunity to have served the
Ware community in both
the background and at the
forefront on various boards
and committees for approx-
imately 25 years after mov-
ing to Ware in 1997.

I will continue to own
property in Ware and still
look forward to seeing my
regulars, following local
issues, and supporting
community activities and
fund-raising efforts from
time to time in the next
chapter of life.

Very truly yours, and
Respectfully
Terrance W. Smith

SOCIAL SECURITY

"Walte’s

By Russell Gloor

Will my Social
Security increase
if | keep working
after applying?

Dear Rusty:

I am going to be 67 in
a few weeks and I plan on
working for another year or
two.

According to Social
Security, they count the
best 35 years to come up
with your benefit. I cur-
rently have 30 years, with
2024 and 2025 taxes yet to
be filed. If I take my benefit
now, will I get an upward
adjustment after filing my
taxes for those years or do I
need to wait to apply for SS
until after filing my taxes to
get credit for those years?

Signed: Still Working

Dear Still Working:

Whenever you claim
your Social Security bene-
fit, SSA will look at your
lifetime earnings record on

file at the time as received
from the IRS and calculate
your “Primary Insurance
Amount” using that record
on file. They will use your
highest earning 35 years
to do that calculation and,
if you do not yet have 35
years, they will use “zero
$$” enough times to make
it 35 years. In other words,
your benefit will always be
calculated using 35 years,
whether you actually have
35 years of earnings on
record or not.

However, Social Security
revisits your earnings
record whenever addition-
al information is received
from the IRS, so if file your
taxes and add the addition-
al year’s income after you
start your Social Security
benefits, you will get cred-
it for those additional earn-
ings. Essentially, you will be
replacing one of the “zero
$$” years originally used
to calculate your benefit
amount and Social Security
will recalculate your month-

ly amount to reflect that,
resulting in an increase to
your monthly benefit.

Thus, as long as you
work and earn and report
your earnings to the IRS,
Social Security will update
your record and automati-
cally give you a higher ben-
efit if warranted by your
more recent earnings. That
recalculation usually hap-
pens later in the year after
April 15, but Social Security
will make any increase ret-
roactive to the beginning of
the calendar year, so you
will get any higher benefit
effective with January.

So, since you have
already reached your Full
Retirement Age, you can (if
you wish) apply for Social
Security now and be con-
fident that Social Security
will give you credit for any
additional earnings after
you apply. And for clari-
ty, if you choose to wait
beyond your full retirement
age to claim, you will earn
Delayed Retirement Credits
(DRCs), which will contin-
ue to increase your monthly
benefit amount until you are
70 years of age. DRCs will
add 8% to your PIA for each
full year you delay (.667%
for each month you delay
past your FRA).
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Turley Election
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This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
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to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
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count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
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statements of candidacy inside
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Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the election.
We reserve the right to edit all
statements of candidacy and
letters to the editor to meet our
guidelines.




Town Clerks
to hold voter
registration
day April 25

WARREN/WEST
BROOKFIELD - The
Town Clerks of Warren,
Laura J. Stockley, and
West Brookfield, Klarrisa
Rose, announce that voter
registration will be held
in their offices on Friday,
April 25 from 9 a.m.-5
p-m. for the annual town
election which will be
held on Tuesday, May 6.

Easter egg hunt at Lucy
Stone Park on April 19

WARREN - The annu-
al Easter egg hunt will be
held at Lucy Stone Park on
Saturday, April 19 with a rain
date of April 26.

Egg hunts will be orga-
nized by age group with
children ages 5-7 starting at
10:30 a.m.; ages 8-10 start-
ing at 10:45 a.m.; and ages 4
and under starting at 11 a.m.
Please bring your own Easter
basket.

There will be an Easter
raffle, refreshments and a

chance to have your photo
taken with the Easter Bunny.

Spring town-
wide cleanup

to be held
April 19

WARE - Keep Ware
Beautiful will host its
annual spring town-wide
cleanup on Saturday, April
19 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Meet on the front steps
of the United Church of
Ware, 49 Church St., and
join volunteers as they pick
up litter and help to Keep
Ware Beautiful. This is a
great resume building and a
chance to earn community
service hours.
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ing towns to shift to a district
model.

Town Administrator
James Ferrera said there
are numerous dispatch cen-
ters throughout the state
and Massachusetts wants to
see that number of centers
reduced. Therefore, towns
are joining together in a
regional district model and
now Warren has the possibil-
ity to join four other towns in
their own emergency com-
munications district.

This would allow the five
towns to have a say on what
towns can enter or not enter
into their district and boards
will be formed to handle both
administrative and operations
of the district.

“The initiating towns will
have a voice,” Ferrera said,
which will mean each town
will have one vote.

It is a different approach
where state money is
involved. The Selectmen are
satisfied with the idea that
the town could save money
and have open opportunities
for grants by being in a dis-
trict model and district agree-
ment with other municipali-
ties. A way to lower the cost
by bringing other towns into
the same agreement.

“It’s moving forward in a

good way,” says Selectmen
Chair Derick Veliz.

The Selectmen voted
to accept the provisions of
sections 180 to 18V, inclu-
sive, of Chapter 6A of the
general laws providing the
establishment of a regional
911emergency communica-
tion district and to enter into
a district agreement with the
towns of Barre, Hubbardston,
Oakham, and Rutland.

All five of the towns have
to accept the provision in
order to move forward with
the district. The Selectmen
feel they made a good
presence at the Regional
Dispatch information meet-
ing in Rutland and feels that
Warren with this agreement
will get a better service for a
lower price.

Acceptance of a state grant

The Selectmen had a dis-
cussion and possible vote
to accept a state grant in the
amount of $46,603. This
is a Community Compact
Cabinet Information
Technology grant for a
new financial system at the
Quaboag Regional School
District.

Ferrera talked about the
grant that the town received
in coordination with the
Quaboag Regional School
District. The school district

is in need of a new finan-
cial system and the Town
Administrator will help
Quaboag with getting the
grant implemented.

The Selectmen were
impressed by Ferrera’s
efforts on getting this grant
and accepted the grant in the
amount of $46,603.

Waterfield Design Group

The Selectmen had a
discussion on the town of
Warren entering into a con-
tract with Waterfield Design
Group for engineering ser-
vices for the River and
Central Street Improvement
Project. These are fund-
ed through Community
Development Block Grant
and will help the town focus
on its redevelopment efforts
in West Warren.

The Selectmen approved
the contract with Waterfield
Design Group.

Town Administrator’s
report

Ferrera shared his report
with the Selectmen and talk-
ed about all the projects hap-
pening in town. The com-
puter project is 98% com-
plete according to the Town
Administrator and the vast
majority of new town com-
puters have been installed.
It was discovered that the

Senior Center had two addi-
tional laptops and the use of
those have been reduced to
one laptop.

The Senior Center has
several repairs ongoing
including the heat pumps and
repairs to their loading dock.
The center did have pre-con-
struction meeting and all par-
ties involved were informed
that the construction work
will cause some disruption
including a good portion of
the parking lot being used for
construction vehicles.

Also, the Senior Center
will be without heat for a few
days as the projects will be
underway.

The Senior Center roof
project is in process and a
contract will be drafted with
the company who drew the
lowest responsible bid for the
project.

Ferrera briefly talk-
ed about several vacant job
positions that are now post-
ed. One if for the police
department, who is looking
to fill a vacancy. There is
also a highway department
position for a heavy equip-
ment operator.

Ferrera said he received
10 resumes from Indeed and
passed them over to Highway
Surveyor Jeremy Olson who
also received submissions as
well.
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Ware Senior Center news

WARE - The Ware
Senior Center, located at
1 Robbins Road, is open
Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open
each of those days from 9
a.m.-noon. Donations to
the store are only accepted
by Sue LaBarge, who can
be reached by calling 413-
544-1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, April 21
Closed for Patriot’s Day

Tuesday, April 22

* 9 am. Exercise at Valley
View Housing

* 9 am. Movin & Groovin
to the Oldies with Lisa. $3
per class

* 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club

* 10 a.m. Scat

* 11:30 a.m. Lunch. Safe
Presentation by Ware Fire
Department. Sign up for
lunch by noon on April 18.

* | p.m. Cornhole

* 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking.
$3 per class

* 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open
at5 p.m.)

Wednesday, April 23

9 a.m. Tai-Chi
* 10-11:30 a.m. Kirsten
Krieger Quabbin Region
DPH Nurse office hours
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
1 p.m. Knit-Crochet-
Laugh

Thursday, April 24
* 9 a.m. Walking Club.

Meet at Senior Center.

* 9 am. Exercise at Valley
View Housing

* 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing

for Beginners

10 a.m. Line Dancing

10 a.m. Scat

11:30 a.m. Lunch

1 p.m. Cornhole

2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, April 25
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
6 p.m. Pitch (doors open
at5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN
11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless
otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you
name on the lunch list.

Monday, April 21
Closed for Patriot’s Day
Tuesday, April 22
Meatloaf, Baked Potato,
Veggie of the Day, Dessert
of the Day
Wednesday, April 23
Chili Dog, French Fries,
Tossed Salad, Dessert of the
Day
Thursday, April 24
Turkey Waldorf
Sandwich, Potato Chips,
Dessert of the Day
Friday, April 25
Grilled Cheese
Sandwich, French Fries,
Dessert of the Day

C4R hosts river cleanup
and paddle April 19

INDIAN ORCHARD
— On Saturday, April 19
the Chicopee 4Rivers
Watershed Council will
have and Indian Orchard
and Putts clean-up followed
by paddle on the Chicopee
River.

Participants should
meet at 9 a.m. at Water
Street river access in Indian

Orchard, 42.161, -72.501,

where they will clean this
site first, then go to Putts
access on River Street in
Wilbraham by 10:30 a.m.
for clean-up and paddle.

For more information or
to register, contact Jim by
calling 413-386-3623, or
emailing jemerson9479 @
yahoo.com. Bring your own
paddle craft.

HEARING from page 1

likely to happen in the
future. The biggest issue
the Planning Board and the
public addressed was exces-
sive traffic and could drive
through neighboring roads.

Samek says his propos-
al for a campground is not
looking for an event atmo-
sphere and is more of an
economic opportunity for
the town. If approved for the
special permit and getting 50
campsites installed, Samek
will be wanting to hire more
help.

For the cabins, there are
limitations on number of
people per site. There would
be a one car limit in addition
to two people per cabin. Each
cabin would have a firepit
and there will not be a pavil-
ion area built on site.

Samek does plan to have
an access road from the
campsite to the winery.

There will be procedures
in place as far as check-ins
and checkout and a keypad
gate installed. Bookings will
be online, and hours will be
in place so there won’t be
constant late night check-ins.

The public made it clear
that they don’t want late
night traffic and check-ins
happening. In case of pos-
sible issues with squatters
overstaying on the camp-
ground, Samek will have
rules in place and campers
can only stay a certain num-
ber of days. Samek wants to
incorporate a four-day maxi-
mum stay limitation.

For the campers, Samek
has sheds on site that will
be turned into campers and
each cabin will be 220 square
feet. Samek wants the camp-
ground to operate over the
course of three seasons from
April to October.

The Board of Health
will be getting involved and
Samek knows he’ll be work-
ing with other departments if

he is approved for the special
permit. On a separate parcel
Samek wants to rebuild an
old school house and convert
it into a country store.

For showers, there will
be a four stall self-contained
shower and alternative vehi-
cles such as golf carts that
can be used on the access
trails to the campground and
to the winery.

Back to supporting local
businesses in the town, the
Planning Board believes vis-
itors would be most likely
visiting the Quabbin during
their stay. For amenities,
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there will be more naturally
related amenities.

One resident of Patrill
Hollow Road addressed a
concern of traffic being on
the road and there is emer-
gency access off that road.
According to the resident, the
road is not well maintained.
Samek talked about propos-
ing a traffic management
plan to help handle any traf-
fic situations in the area of
the campground.

Another resident spoke
and brought up the common
issues campgrounds have
and those are campfires and
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fires starting due to droughts.
Samek said there will be
fire extinguishers in place
and staff will be recruited
to monitor the campground
throughout the day.

Many residents feel this
idea of a campground will be
good for the town and think
Samek is doing a good ser-
vice. Samek feels camper cli-
entele are seeking relaxation
and not a partying atmo-
sphere.

Samek said, “the camp-
ground will not have outdoor
live music.”

Samek is looking to pur-

sue a traditional campground
atmosphere with Quabbin
Glamping and Camping,
LLC. For respecting private
property, Samek will have
proper signage.

According to several resi-
dents who know Samek very
well, they view him as some-
one who always addresses
issues if they come about.
“Someone to ensure that any
issues will be addressed,”
said by one resident.

The public hearing would
go back to the Planning
Board and they agreed to
see an updated map of the

——
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campground site. A copy of
the map will be added to the
town’s website for public
viewing. The board discussed
and set a date for a site visit
of the campground location
on April 18 at 5 p.m. This
site visit was requested by
Planning Board member Jeff
Schaaf.

The board would then
move the public hearing to
April 22 during their meet-
ing. The meeting will take
place at the Hardwick Town
House.

VOTED

WORCESTER COUNTY’S

“BEST APPLIANCE STORE”

[ SAMSUNG

2021-2022 -

PRE-SEASON
| BIKE SALE!

2023 -2024

:
[ Y} PRE-SEASON
FULL: $269 | wshensonres | [ e, [ GEDELIXE ) PPN
(REGULARLY $499) r‘mngmgsg.gﬁﬁs INDUCTION STOVE| | “"2.; supe00 SALE
o 29 Reqg. §1200.00 09
QH.EUELHY 35§299 _AFTER REBATE! X ‘999 ) 5399 ) =
™ A SAMSUNG TOP LOAD | [ a.E. LFT. f
BOTTOM FHEcH | | Chine || (hRIGIDARE ||"WasER & DRYER | | FaencnDook || onEst
REFR IEEHAT{]H GAS RANGE Reg. $300.90 sF'zir 6&99- 31919 HEHFB:IEFH FREEZER
Fieg. $1400.00 Reg. §899,59 $ 29 .. R . a8
‘1299 || ‘699" |'299")| teae.. | (‘1499 ‘159"
i ot (ot (| S (“iiniee || ameo0t ) etata
gpcgitnm | | T | o | it || 0| | i
. an S .99 rr S .99 .99
_*699* | ‘599" | ‘199~ | *1399*)| 549" | °1099/°399

WHITCO

Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm  Sat: 9am-8pm « Sun: 12 Neon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM




Page 6, Ware River News, April 17, 2025

Palmer High School students Naariah Mbi and Amani

Lundy attended the Credit fo
School on April 9.

CREDIT from page 1

score, salaries and expenses,
all while figuring out how to
balance a budget.

“We have five fairs now,
targeting over 2,000 seniors,”
she said. “We’re evolving and
growing.”

After students were wel-
comed to Credit for Life by
Ware High School Principal
Scott Slattery and Assistant
Principal Michael Fazio,
Gerulaitis explained how the
fair worked, starting with
selecting a career.

Each career came with a
salary which was based on the
commonwealth’s average pay
in that field.

Once the students had
their careers and salaries in
hand, they visited the credit
booth where they selected a
credit score at random. Those
who selected a low credit
score were able to raise it by
answering financial literacy
questions, and they were also
able to pick up part-time jobs
to supplement their income.

Students who answered
financial literacy questions
also had the chance to pose
for a selfie to share on social
media, giving them a chance
to win a $100 Visa gift card.

After getting their credit
scores, students visited booths
for insurance, housing, furni-
ture, transportation and more.
The “Fun, Fun, Fun” booth
offered students a chance to
splurge and purchase big ticket
and luxury items.

Belchertown High School
students Gavin Boisjolie,

r Life fair held at Ware High

Adam Cooper and Brady Jolly
all selected careers that were
closely aligned with their
post-graduation plans.

Boisjolie said he selected a
career as an accountant, and he
is focusing on that as his major
in college. Cooper opted to be
an office manager because he
is looking to enter the world of
business; and Brady chose to
be a business manager for the
same reason.

Ware High School Seniors
Shelby Hogan, Jason Mumper,
Trevor Millet and Josh Dulak
enjoyed exploring the fair
together.

Hogan selected a career in
meteorology, and Mumper,
Millet and Dulak all selected
careers in business manage-
ment.

Both Hogan and Dulak are
planning to study their respec-
tive fields in college.

Palmer High School stu-
dents Naariah Mbi and Almani
Lundy also selected careers
that reflected their future
plans, with Mbi choosing to
be a pharmacist and Lundy a
registered nurse.

Gerulaitis said Credit for
Life wouldn’t be possible
without a crew of dedicated
volunteers from Country Bank
and from the members of the
business community in the
towns the bank serves. She
said the volunteers are able to
share their own insight with
students as they move from
booth to booth, and give valu-
able advice.

“It’s their advice that is
most valuable,” she said.

Students visited the “Fun, F
were tempted with a number
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Students budgeted their money to purchase furniture.

Credit for Life

Country Bank’s Dawn Piechota helped a student at the
Reality Check booth.

Gerulaitis’ passion for
growing financial literacy with
young adults goes beyond the
Credit for Life fairs, and all
the way to the State House.
She has been active in sup-
porting a bill that would make
financial literacy a mandato-
ry graduation requirement for
high school students.

If enacted, this bill would
make the commonwealth the
27th state to have this require-
ment.

“We’ll keep advocating for
it,” Gerulaitis said. “It’s a no
brainer...you need to know
this stuff. It’s as simple as one
bad decision could affect your
future.”

About Country Bank

Established in 1850,
Country Bank has a rich his-
tory of supporting personal
and business banking cus-
tomers through financial

solutions with FDIC and DIF
insurance for added security.
Country Bank is a full-ser-
vice $2.0 billion mutual com-
munity bank serving central
and western Massachusetts
with 14 banking centers and
two business offices in Ware,
Palmer, West Brookfield,
Brimfield, Belchertown,
Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester,
Paxton, Charlton, Springfield,
Uxbridge, and Worcester.

With a commitment to per-
sonalized service and com-
munity involvement, Country
Bank offers individuals, busi-
nesses, and municipalities a
comprehensive range of bank-
ing products and services.
Country Bank is a member of
FDIC, DIF, and the SUM net-
work.

Country Bank can be
reached by calling 800-322-
8233 or visiting online at
countrybank.com.
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Belchertown High School students Gavin Boisjolie, Adam
Cooper and Brady Jolly attended the Credit for Life fair.

Jodie Gerulaitis, First Vice
President of Community
Relations at Country Bank,
explained how the financial

Ware High School Principal
Scott Slattery welcomed stu-
dents to the Credit for Life
fair. This event had seniors
from Ware, Palmer and

literacy event works. Belchertown high schools.

Country Bank’s Jessica Pajonk holds the bin containing a
range of credit scores for students to draw from.

Country Bank’s Jasmine Robinson offered advice to a stu- Country Bank’s Teresa Grove gave guidance at the Housing

booth.

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & Anthun "Skif/" Jervais

HHot Tub Renrovals

(774)397-6500

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new careerin 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email

jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM
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questions and have import-
ant discussions to how Al
factors into their content.
While taking questions, Dr.
David Ewen, the Chair of
the Western Mass Chapter of
SCORE shared some input
about the use of Al

According to Ewen, there
have been fears in the past
about technology possibly
eliminating certain jobs.
When it comes to the use of
Al and how it impacts jobs
and businesses, Ewen said
“the person using AI will
take your job.”

In the past, technology
may have taken a job away,
but two new ones would
come in. However, in the
modern world and AI use
growing in popularity, it is
still uncertain how impactful
Al will be.

“We live in a different
time now,” Ewen said.

The next informative dis-
cussion was about Business
Training, Financial Planning
and Insurance. The present-
ers were Melissa Fales from
Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation,
Renee Niedziela of J. Stolar
Insurance Agency and
Nicholas Manolakis from
Mass Mutual’s Charter Oak
Financial.

Fales talked about help-
ing businesses in underserved
areas and how her organiza-
tion works with a lot of small
businesses starting off.

Niedziela talked about
the importance of insurance
and the high rates and how
they impact people and busi-
nesses. What plays into these
high insurance rates is that
companies can’t pay every
claim that is in their books.
Natural disasters, fires play
a significant role with insur-
ance throughout the country.

Niedziela says business
insurance is getting more
expensive and it is wise to
negotiate with companies
and “look at your billing
options.”

Manolakis would then
speak and talk about his
work in helping companies
create employee benefit
packages. From Manolakis’
point of view, one of the
biggest challenges business-
es face is finding or keeping
good employees depending
on what benefits and pro-
grams are being offered.
Other challenges are property
markets and businesses not
making enough to continue
to pay their running costs.

The next topic was about
maximizing membership.
Przypek and Tanya Bullock
of Life’s Memories & More
talked about a checklist they
handed out for members to
review and to help further
maximizing membership for
the chamber.

“The chamber is as strong
as it’s members,” Bullock
said.

Both talked about the
website and the login settings
and how to keep information
up to date. There are plenty
of resources available to help
members as they continue
to run their business. More
information can be found at
www.ghma.com.

The last discussion was
about working with munic-
ipalities. Representing
Ware was Town Manager
Stuart Beckley and Building
Commissioner Anna
Marques. For the Town
of Palmer, Town Manager

Library hosts
Easter bake
sale, egg hunt

HARDWICK - The
Gilbertville Public Library,
259 Main St., will host an
Easter bake sale on Thursday,
April 17 from 1-4 p.m., fol-
lowed by an Easter egg hunt
from 4-5 p.m. and more.

e

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Palmer Town Manager Brad Brothers talked about what
has been happening in Palmer.

Renee Niedziela talked
about insurance and how
it impacts small businesses.

Brad Brothers and Heidi
Mannarino attended the
Chamber Chat Breakfast.

Each town manager
shared what has been going
on in their towns and what
can be developed in the
future.

Brothers says he “believes
in working with people” and
the importance of small busi-
nesses growing in the com-
munity. Beckley discussed
vacant properties in Ware

David Ewen of SCORE talk-
ed about his organization
and shared input about the
use of Al.

and potential opportunities
for economic development,
a mixture of business and
housing.

Ware is currently reaching
out to health services after a
recent zoning change to the
Mary Lane Hospital property
as a healthcare district.

Przypek thanked everyone
for attending the Chamber
Chat breakfast and said he
looked forward to the next
gathering.

WHAT IS IT?

Palmer has received funding in a settlement between Massachusetts
and pharmaceutical companies, placing them at blame for the current
opioid crisis.

Now we must decide how to best use the money to support our
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Select Board hears from National
Grid/Verizon New England

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK - The
Select Board began their
April 14 meeting with a
public hearing on a petition
from National Grid/Verizon
New England.

National Grid/Verizon
New England request per-
mission to locate poles,
wires, and fixtures includ-
ing the necessary sustain-
ing and protecting fixtures
along and across a public
way, North Road.

The company’s represen-
tatives were at the public
hearing and addressed the
Select Board their intentions
to locate all the equipment
and the necessary sustaining
fixtures along North Road.
There were no residents in
attendance and there seemed
to be no questions, com-
ments or concerns about the
project during the public
hearing.

The Select Board moved
on to close the public hear-
ing and approve the petition
of National Grid/Verizon
New England.

New business
The Select Board
had to vote on the con-
tracts for the Highway
Superintendent, Fire Chief,
Police Lieutenant, and
Police Chief. Select Board

chair Kelly Kemp said these
contract negotiations were
already completed and
agreed on in previous meet-
ings. The board voted and
approved the contracts for
these positions.

The board would then
move to a discussion and
vote on a special event for
the Tri-Parish Annual Plant,
Craft, Tag, and Bake sale on
the dates of May 17 and 18.

This popular East
Quabbin area event fea-
tures perennials, annuals,
heirloom vegetable plants,
and herbs in time for spring
planting. A delicious assort-
ment of home-baked des-
serts and breads will also
be sold, and numerous craft
vendors will be there on
both days.

The Select Board voted
and approved the spe-
cial event taking place on
Hardwick Common.

Town Administrator
Justine Caggiano talk-
ed about the date for the
Annual Town Meeting and
was seeking the Board’s
vote to approve the date of
June 7. The meeting will
take place at Hardwick
Elementary School and
Caggiano mentioned the
warrant is open and is to
close on April 28.

Caggiano will provide a
draft of the articles for the
Select Board at their next
meeting after the warrant is
closed. Anyone can submit
articles to the Select Board
by April 28.

The Board agreed and
approved to open articles for
submission until that date.

Letter to nonprofits
The Select Board had a
discussion and vote on the

Please see HARDWICK,
page 13

HARDWICK - The
annual town election
will be held on Saturday,
May 3 with polling hours
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at
Hardwick Elementary
School 76 School House

Town Clerk lists voting
info for town election

Drive.

The deadline to regis-
ter to vote in this election
is Wednesday, April 23 at
5 p.m. and the deadline to
vote by mail is Monday,
April 28 at 5 p.m.

PALMER PUBLIC LIBRARY PRESENTS:

o le l o Mool

PALME

PUBLIC LIBRARY

PALMER FOR

community, and we want to hear from YOU!

COME JOIN US TO DISCUSS THE NEXT STEPS
IN THE PROCESS AS WE TALK ABOUT:

Creating a Community Survey
How to Support Those With Substance Use

Preventative Measures
After Care

WHEN & WHERE
The Second Wednesday
of Every Month

3:00pM-4:30pm

at The Palmer Public Library

For any questions reach out to:

(413)283-2606 or ngauthier@townofpalmer.com

TOMORROW

Gathering

WE ARE LOOKING FOR:
o People with lived experience

o Individuals in recovery
= Family/friends of those with
substance use disorder

To Join Our Group!

*You will always be able to stay completely

anonymous at Palmer for Tomorrow, we will
never ask or share your name or your story.
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Local children create ‘Celebrate HardW|ck’ qmlt for raffle

HARDWICK - A very
special thing happened at the
Paige Memorial library.

Each year in January,
February, and March, Pam
Hinckley, a former Hardwick
Public School teacher, a
seamstress, and expert knit-
ter, volunteers her services
and skills to teach two class-
es in knitting, one for teens
and tweens and one for
adults.

It is always a joy to hear
the laughter and happy talk at
Pam’s workshops. This year
she offered a sewing class
“Kids Can Sew”.

The library provided
two sewing machines, Pam
brought one, and three stu-
dents brought their own. At

the end of the class Pam gave
her machine to the student
who learned on it.

Students practiced using
the machines, then made
pincushions, cloth bags with
handles, and zippered cases.
For their final project they
made a lap size quilt with
help from Pam. The pat-
tern is a “coin” quilt where
pieces of fabric are sewn, or
stacked, like coins.

The students donated their
quilt to the library with the
request that it be used to raise
funds for library program-
ming. Stop by the library
for a chance to win the quilt.
The quilt will be on display
until Saturday, May 8 when
the winning ticket will be

drawn.

The library staff are very
proud of these young peo-
ple, their dedication
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A0dS The students who

made the “Celebrate
Hardwick” quilt
signed their names
on the back.
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Students in Pam Hinckley's “Kids Can Sew"” class at the Paige Memorial Library created
this quilt which will be raffled off on Saturday, May 3. Tickets are available at the library
located at 87 Petersham Road.

Submitted Photos

to learning a new skill, their
generosity, and their commu-
nity support.

The Paige Memorial
Library is celebrating
Hardwick, its love of librar-
ies, and its history.

Quilts play a big part in
the library’s history. The
early Ladies Library Society
made quilts to raise money
for books. In 2000, the book

quilt that hangs in the library
today was created by Pam
Hinckley, Joann Benoit, and
Kaye Boothman.

Its design honors the
library and the families of
Hardwick who decorated
cloth to represent a book on
a bookcase.

Historically, quilt mak-
ing was a necessity for
many families. Quilts kept

people warm and were an
important recycling prac-
tice. The library is calling
the “Kids Can Sew” quilt the
“Celebrate Hardwick Quilt”
because it is preserving an
historic skill and tradition of
quilts for the library.

Come to the Paige
Memorial Library to see the
Book Quilt and our Celebrate
Hardwick Quilt.

An energy-efficient
home Is within sight.

Improve the comfort and efficiency of your home with a no-cost
Home Energy Assessment. It’s just one of the many ways we’re
here for your home.

Here’s how it works:
« AnEnergy Specialist will find areas where your home may be losing

energy, especially during hotter and colder months.

nationalgrid

Proud Sponsor of

« The Energy Specialist can install energy-saving products at no cost and
provide weatherization offers, such as 75-100% off approved insulation
and no-cost air sealing.

« You can also receive information on rebates and incentives

toward qualifying energy-efficient equipment and appliances.

99% of customers who have completed a Home Energy
Assessment would recommend it to a friend or family member.

Mass save

Schedule your Home Energy
Assessment today.

visit ngrid.com/assessment
or call 1-866-527-SAVE (7283)
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Panthers
leave runs
on base
in loss to
Clinton

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CLINTON—If they
could’ve come up with a
couple of clutch hits with
the bases loaded against
Mid-Wach rival Clinton,
the Quabbin Panthers
would’ve probably had
a 3-1 record instead of
being at the .500 mark.

The Panthers left
the bases loaded in four
of their first five at-bats
during last Friday’s
5-4 loss to the Gaels on
a chilly afternoon at the
Clinton Veterans’ Athletic
Complex.

“We did have a ton of
scoring chances,” said
Quabbin varsity base-
ball coach Mark Battista.
“We left the bases loaded
in four innings. We also
made a couple of mistakes
in the field that also hurt
us.”

Quabbin (2-2) hasn’t
won more than five games
during the regular season
since they qualified for
the 2021 Central Mass.
Division 3 tournament
with a 7-6 record.

The Panthers began the
2025 regular season with
a 14-1 non-league home
win over Quaboag on
April 1. They also defeat-
ed rival Gardner, 5-2, in
another home game twen-
ty four hours before mak-

Please see PANTHERS,
page 10

Ware stays perfect on the season

Brady Guimond picks up a grounder.

WARE - Last Thursday, Ware baseball scored
its second win of the season, defeating Palmer 14-2
on the road with Ware’s Memorial Field not ready
for play yet. The Indians also defeated South Hadley
and Frontier during the past week and are a perfect
4-0 on the season. They next host Quaboag on /

Thursday, April 17 at 7 p.m.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jason Mumper crosses home with a run.

Trevor Millet makes a play on

run.

the Nathan Kaczuwka delivers a pitch to

home plate.

Brodie Koczur makes a play at second.

Offense struggles -z’

in fourth loss

Tyler Rodrigues goes for
the goal.

MONSON - Last
Wednesday afternoon,
Monson boys lacrosse,
which co-ops with
Pathfinder Tech, fell at
home to Granby 12-2.
Monson suffered its fourth

Brennan Pederson
4 makes a pass.

-
loss of the season without a
win. The Mustangs search
for their first win in their
next matchup on April 18 at
home against Northampton

at 5 p.m. They host Central
on Apr. 22 at 4 p.m.

— W

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Goalie Riley Hurst goes low for a save.

Orioles score opening win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN—
The Pathfinder Tech and
Belchertown softball teams
are both hoping to finish in
first place in the Tri-County
League standings this spring.

Belchertown, who scored
five runs in the second
inning, defeated the Lady
Pioneers, 7-2, at home on a
sunny and cool afternoon,
last Wednesday.

“We’re hoping to con-
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Lianna Carrasquillo fields a throw to third.

tend for the league title this
year, so this is a very excit-
ing win for us against one
of our biggest rivals,” said
Belchertown head coach
Michael Lafayette. “We
lost both games we played
against Pathfinder last year.
The Lady Orioles (1-1)

began the regular season
with a 7-5 non-league home
loss to Monson on April 2.

Pathfinder Tech, who
played their season opener
versus Belchertown, won
both meetings a year ago by
the final scores of 13-5 and
11-7.

“We were a little bit rusty

Kendra Burke winds and
fires to the plate.

in today’s game,” said first-
year Pathfinder Tech head
coach Phil Gallo. “They
just made the plays, and we
didn’t.”

The winning pitcher in
last Wednesday’s contest
was Belchertown fresh-
man righthander Madeline
Williams. It was also her
first career varsity victory.

“It’s very special to win
my first varsity softball
game today” Williams said.
“We played very well as a
team. I was a lot more ner-
vous in our first game of the
season.”

Williams allowed two
runs on just three hits, which
were all singles, with six

Please see ORIOLES, page 10

www.sports.turley.com

Elijah Wilheln makes a return
during second singles.

Cougars fall
to Grafton

WARREN - Last
Wednesday afternoon,
Quaboag Regional boys
tennis had a tough round
against visiting Grafton. The
Cougars suffered a rare sweep
5-0. They dropped to 1-3 on
the season after also losing
to Belchertown last week.
Their only win this season is
a 5-0 sweep of Southbridge.
Coming up, the Cougars have
a long layoff before being
back in action on Monday,
April 28 at Leicester.

Christian Marshall gets an
overhand return.

Max Sturges goes to his
side to send the ball over
the net.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Cam Olivo sends an under-
hand hit away.
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T-Birds offense
falters in loss
to Penguins

WILKES-BARRE,
PA — The Springfield
Thunderbirds (34-30-2-4)
could not get their offense
in rhythm in a 4-1 loss to
the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton
Penguins, who rebranded as
the Carbondale UFOs (38-
22-7-1) on Saturday night
inside Mohegan Arena at
Casey Plaza.

In his AHL debut, rookie
forward Jacob Hudson could
not have dreamt of a better
script for his first shift with
the T-Birds just 1:45 into
the contest. He jumped on
the ice, picked off the puck
from fellow rookie Harrison
Brunicke at the Penguin
line, and snapped a perfect
wrist shot past the glove
of Joel Blomgvist to give
Springfield the 1-0 advan-
tage.

From that point for-
ward, though, the Penguins,
rebranded on this night as
the Carbondale UFOs, kept

Springfield defensive zone.
At 13:32, Tristan Broz broke
through on an odd-man rush,
taking a beautiful drop pass
from Sam Poulin and beating
Colten Ellis to tie the game.
The rookie's 19th goal of the
year turned out to be just the
first of two in a 20-second
blitz for the UFOs, as fellow
ookie Nolan Renwick cashed
in for his first pro tally at
the goal crease following a
centering pass from Chase
Stillman at 13:52. The two
strikes gave the home team
the 2-1 lead heading into
intermission.

Ellis continued to be the
busiest man on the ice in the
second period. The T-Bird
netminder saw his save
total rise to 30 through just
40 minutes of game action.
Among his best work in
the period were splendid
close-in shots from Emil
Bemstrom and Broz.

Offense continued to be
hard to find for the visitors,
and the UFOs eventually
added to their lead at 16:44,
just seconds after a power
play had concluded. Owen
Pickering sent the puck to
the back door from the right
circle, where Atley Calvert
wedged it through Ellis to
extend the lead to 3-1.

The story did not change
much in the third, as Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton continued
outpacing Springfield in
the shot department, finish-
ing the night with a 44-23
advantage in shot attempts.
Ellis's terrific night would
not be enough despite his
40-save effort. Bemstrom
sealed the night with his
22nd of the season into an
empty net with 1:31 remain-
ing.
Springfield returns home
to close the regular season
for a two-game set against
the Charlotte Checkers at the
Thunderdome next Friday
and Saturday.

Alex Orszulak gets
an out at first.

WARE STAYS
| PERFECTON
THE SEASON

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

PANTHERS from page 9

ing the 45-minute van ride
to Clinton. Their other loss
was at home to Oakmont
Regional, who are the two-
time defending Division 3
state champions.

The Panthers loaded
the bases for the first time
against Clinton (3-1) with
one-out in the top of the
first inning.

Freshman left field-
er Abe Brown swung at a
strike three pitch thrown
by junior righthander
Aiden Dubois leading off
the frame. Brown was safe
at first base following a
wild pitch. After the next
batter hit a fly ball caught
by the centerfielder, Brown
stole second base. Then
junior Adam Adams, who
was Quabbin’s starting
pitcher, drew a walk and
junior second baseman
Sam Morgan lined a single
into left field.

Dubois got out of the
jam without allowing any
runs with the help of a
6-4-3 inning ending double
play.

With two-outs in the
following inning, Quabbin
junior third baseman Wes
Sanderson and sopho-
more right fielder Zach
Mielnicki drew back-
to-back walks. Then an
infield hit by Brown load-
ed the bases for the second
time.

This time, the Panthers
took a 1-0 lead when
junior centerfielder Chase
Talbot hit a ground ball to
the Gaels first baseman

which should’ve been the
third out. The first base-
man’s toss to the pitcher
was a tad late resulting in
an infield hit. Sanderson
scored on the play. The
visitors did leave the bases
loaded once again.

While the Panthers
offense failed to score
more than one run during
the first two innings,
Adams retired seven of the
first eight Clinton batters
that he faced.

With a runner at first
with one-out in the third
inning, Clinton junior Josh
Nelson hit a comebacker.
Instead of throwing the
ball to second base, Adams
decided to get the out at
first base. It turned out
to be a costly mistake as
junior right fielder Brian
Silvester lined an RBI sin-
gle into left field which
tied the score.

Walks by Sanderson,
Brown, and Adams load-
ed the bases again with
two outs in the top of the
fourth.

Quabbin would retake
the lead when junior sec-
ond baseman Sam Morgan
was hit-by-a-pitch.

The home team quickly
tied the score in the bottom
half of the frame.

Senior DH Ethan Frisch
drew a leadoff walk. He
stole second and advanced
to third on a throwing
error by the catcher. Junior
shortstop Jake Notaro
drove Frisch home by
blasting a double to the
gap in left center.

Adams retired the next
three batters and was

replaced on the mound by
Brown before the start of
the fifth inning.

Adams allowed two
runs on four hits with three
strikeouts and two walks in
four innings. He threw 65
pitches.

The Gaels, who lost
to Pittsfield in the 2024
Division 4 Elite 8 game,
scored the go-ahead run
with one out in the bottom
half of the fifth inning. The
home team put two runs on
the right field scoreboard
in the sixth inning and held
a 5-2 lead entering the top
of the seventh.

Freshman first base-
man Jake Doty began the
Panthers seventh inning
rally against sophomore
righty Braydon Huban
with an infield hit and
Sanderson walked bringing
the tying run to the plate.
After the next batter flied
out, Brown fisted an RBI
single into right field. Then
Talbot hit a ground ball to
the second baseman scor-
ing Sanderson.

With the tying run
standing on third base,
Huban ended the Panthers
comeback hopes and the
ball game with a fly ball
out.

“If we had a couple of
key hits, we could have
scored more than seven
runs in today’s game,”
Battista said. “We should
win a lot of games this
year.”

The Panthers will be
looking to even the sea-
son series when they host
Clinton on May at 4 p.m.

Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Bogey Doubles

EAST BROOKFIELD
— The Bogey Doubles on
Monday nights met for the
first time in April as the sea-
son is about to end.

During the second round
of matches, the team of
Clauson & Santora bowled
against Renaud & Ward. In
game one, Renaud & Ward
defeated Clauson & Santora
by a score of 307-255. Steve
Renaud Sr. started the match
with a 135 and his partner
Tina Ward bowled 126.

In game two, Renaud &
Ward won again by a score
of 254-243. Both Renaud &
Ward slowed down in game
two with scores of 94 and
114, but it was enough to
win.

In game three, Clauson &
Santora won the last game
by a score of 265-260. Gary
Santora bowled a 120 to help
his team win one game. The
final score was 821-763 in
favor of Renaud & Ward.

Next match was Murphy
& Kenneson bowled against
Pellett & Nester. In game
one, Murphy & Kenneson
won by just three pins, 249-
246. In game two, both teams
tied at 264. In game three,
the two teams tied again by
scoring 245 each. Murphy &
Kenneson held on to a three-
point lead and won total pin-
fall, 758-755.

Gauthier & Clough
bowled against Mondor
& Brayton. In game one,
Gauthier & Clough won
by a score of 258-251. Dan
“Shoe” Gauthier bowled 114
to get the first game victory.

In game two, Mondor
& Brayton won by a score
of 260-254. Jesse Mondor

bowled a 105 to help win
game two for his team.
In game three, Mondor
& Brayton won again by a
score of 267-245. Mondor
broke the century mark again
with a 102.

The final score was 778-
757 in favor of Mondor &
Brayton.

Aaron Halbedel & Aaron
Fontaine bowled against
Talamini & Gravel. In game
one, Talamini & Gravel won
by a score of 264-252. The
high game was bowled by
Aaron Fontaine with 128.

In game two, Talamini &
Gravel won again by a score
of 275-240. In game three,
Talamini & Gravel won the
last game for a three-game
sweep over Halbedel &
Fontaine, 800-739. In the
first match, Fontaine scored
a series of 410; this round
he scored 126, 102 and 107
for 337.

Sandman & Marvin
bowled against Rando &
MacDougall. In game one,
Rando & MacDougall
won the first game by a
score of 277-274. Duncan
MacDougall began the match
with 120.

In game two, Sandman
& Marvin won by a score
of 277-270. Luke Marvin
bowled his own 120 game
to get his team the win.
MacDougall slowed down in
game two and bowled 106.

In game three, Sandman
& Marvin won by a score
of 279-261. Marvin fin-
ished with 121 and a series
of 347. His teammate, Travis
Sandman, had a series of
321. MacDougall had a
series of 324 in a losing
effort.

The final score was 830-
808 in favor of Sandman
& Marvin. The Monday
Doubles at Bogey Lanes will
conclude in four weeks.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram

Turley Publications sports
department has recently
joined Instagram. You
can find our account
by searching “tur-
leysports.” We will
regularly feature samples of
photos that you will see in
our publications on a week-
ly basis. Please follow and

share with your friends and
loved ones. We will be
featuring photos from
all 11 of our sports sec-
tions, but as always,
you can see all the
photos that appear by sub-
scribing to your local paper
or picking up a copy in your
community.

Worcester Railers drop decision to Reading Royals

READING, PA - The
Worcester Railers HC (34-
29-76pts) fall to the Reading
Royals (32-29-9-2, 75pts),
on Friday night in shootout
loss by a final score of 4-3
in front of a crowd of 3,509
at the Santander Arena. The
Railers are back on the ice
next at the Santander Arena
on Friday, April 11th at 7:00
p-m. EST.

Reading quickly got on
the board and made it a 3-0
game before the end of the
first off the sticks of Matt
Miller (1-0-1), Shane Sellar
(1-0-1) and Mason Primeau
(1-0-1). The Railers final-
ly netted one off the stick
of Anthony Repaci (2-0-2)
about halfway through the
game. Lincoln Hatten (1-0-
1) and Repaci each tacked

on goals in the third to tie
the game up 3-3. As nei-
ther team scored in OT, the
game went to a shootout
where Matt Brown potted
the only goal to give the
Royals a 4-3 shootout win
over the Railers. The loss for
Worcester forces a winner-
take-all game on Saturday
night for the fourth and final
playoff spot in the North

Division.

The Royals got to work
quickly with a goal from
Matt Miller (14) just 11 sec-
onds after puck drop giving
the Royals a 1-0 lead over
the Railers. Reading added
to their lead off the goal from
Shane Sellar (12) on a busy
scrum out in front of the net
of Michael Bullion in net for
Worcester 7:32 into the first

period. Mason Primeau (12)
deflected a point-shot off of
his skates on the power-play
to give Reading a 3-0 lead
over Worcester 16:42 into the
first period.

The first action of the
second period came from
Railers captain Anthony

Please see RAILERS,
page 12

ORIOLES from page 9

walks and seven strikeouts
against the Lady Pioneers.

“I’ve been coaching
Madeline since she played
softball at the youth level.
She pitched very well in
today’s game,” Lafayette
said. “She’s a very consistent
pitcher who always throws
strikes. We also have a solid
defense behind her.”

The Lady Pioneers man-
aged to take a 1-0 lead with
one-out in the top of the first
inning.

Junior catcher Emily
McNeaney reached first
base following a walk. Then
senior centerfielder Greenly
Lagimoniere grounded a sin-
gle between the shortstop and
the third baseman into left
field. Senior third baseman
Lianna Carrasquillo drove
home the game’s first run by
hitting a line-drive single into
right field. Williams retired

the next two batters on a
strikeout and flyball ending
the Lady Pioneers rally.
After Pathfinder Tech
stranded another runner in
scoring position in the top of
the second, the home team
scored five runs in the bot-
tom half of the frame against
senior righty Kendra Burke,
who didn’t get very much
support from her defense.
Sophomore leftfielder
Sophia Mitus (2-for-3), who
leadoff the inning with an
infield hit, scored the tying
run on a wild pitch. The ball
bounced back to McNeaney
off the backstop and Mitus
slid into homeplate just
before being tagged. Senior
second baseman Valerie
Williams, who walked, also
scored the go-ahead run on
another wild pitch. The
Lady Orioles final three
runs of the frame scored
following throwing errors.
Belchertown’s only other hit
during the second inning was

Aubrey Ortiz fires a throw home.

a bunt single by senior first
baseman Vivian Ross.

“We just capitalized on
their mistakes in the sec-
ond inning,” Lafayette said.
“We’re also aggressive on the
bases.”

Burke, who has recorded
more than 750 K’s during her

varsity career, allowed seven
runs on just four base hits.
She walked four and had
eight strikeouts.

With one-out in the third
inning, Mitus delivered an
RBI single to center giving
the home team a 6-1 advan-
tage.

Ross led off the fourth
with a walk before stealing
both second and third. She
scored the Lady Orioles
final run when sophomore
third baseman Emily Waller
grounded out to the second
baseman.

Overall, Belchertown stole

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Isabella Nompleggi gets an out at first.

eleven bases in the home win.

The Lady Pioneers scored
an unearned run in the fifth
with the help of a couple of
fielding errors.

The two league rivals are
scheduled to meet for the sec-
ond time at Pathfinder Tech
at 3:30 p.m. on April 29.
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Larmon said she conduct-
ed interviews with 51 indi-
viduals, including parents of
special education students,
general and special education
teachers and service provid-
ers, all of the principals and
assistant principals, the direc-
tor of students services and
superintendent.

She observed 23 class-
rooms across the three schools
and reviewed 224 active spe-
cial education files spanning
from March 1, 2022, to March
1, 2025.

“At the elementary school,
there were services in every
classroom that I observed, so
they had zero lack of service,”
Larmon said.

The middle school there
was a lack of support staff in
two of the seven classes and
at the high school there was
a lack of support in four of
the 10 classes she observed.
Larmon said it is the building
principal’s responsibility to
make sure that IEPs are being
followed.

Larmon said substitute
staffing is a challenge to all
school districts across the
commonwealth and she rec-
ommended that Ware Public
Schools look into hiring per-
manent building substitutes to
prevent special education staff
from being pulled to provide
classroom coverage.

Larmon said parents being
interviewed expressed con-
cerns about the lack of imple-
mentation for accommoda-
tions and modifications. She
said the lessons plans from
teachers were requested but

these were not given to her at
the time of the report.

“I don’t have any way of
confirming or denying the
accommodations and modifi-
cations,” she said.

In terms of appropri-
ate consent for evaluations,
Larmon said a parent or
guardian has to sign a con-
sent form giving the school
district permission to provide
an assessment for a student.

She said of the files
reviewed, 189 had signed con-
sent forms but four did not.
She said this does not mean
that a form wasn’t signed, but
it was not present in the stu-
dents files.

“Part of our job as a spe-
cial education department is
to make sure everything that’s
relevant to a student is con-
tained within their special
education file,” Larmon said.

Larmon also looked at the
use of evidence-based assess-
ment tools used to provide
evaluations.

“We are required by IDEA
and Mass General Law to use
more than one measure when
we do any kind of evaluation,”
she said. “That means you
can’t just use observations.
You have to use observation
and some kind of assessment
tool that’s going to back up
that observation.”

Larmon said 28 of the files
were missing evidence-based
assessment tools and the eval-
uations were primarily com-
pleted by observations.

“Sometimes it happens
that you try to evaluate a
child using an evidence-based
assessment tool and the child
cannot access that tool or is

unable to answer the questions
or perform the expectations
and if that happens you still
need to document that you
have done that, that you have
used that assessment tool and
how the child was able to
access or not access that,” she
said. “That’s one of the things
that’s really important that’s
lacking from a lot of these
reports. Even if they attempt-
ed it, it’s not documented
there and so that needs to be
documented.”

Larmon said evalua-
tions lacking evidence-based
assessment tools mainly
occurred prior to and at the
beginning of Dr. Ginger
Coleman’s tenure as Director
of Student Services.

“They primarily occurred
in reports from related service
personnel,” Larmon said.

In terms of adherence to
mandated timelines for evalu-
ation reports, of the files 136
were completed on time and
20 were not. Those 20 not
completed on time were due
to various reasons including
not having a service provider
available, or the evaluator had
a large caseload.

For IEP meetings mandat-
ed timelines, 132 were held
within the 45-day timeline and
28 were not.

“The delay in meetings
appears to correlate to the lack
of completed evaluations and
reports,” she said.

Annual IEP reviews are
required to be held within one
year of the last IEP. She said
annual reviews were held on
time in 150 files and not in 74
files.

Another frequent concern

from parents and teachers was
communication and lack of
response to phone calls and
emails from the special educa-
tion department.

“There’s no law that gov-
erns this, but in my report,
I did talk about recommen-
dations to remediate those,”
Larmon said.

Larmon said after looking
at all the files, she noted that
they were not organized in a
consistent manner. She said
the administration is ready to
undertake this task.

“Once the files are more
organized, it’s going to make
it more functional to make
sure that the things that are
supposed to be in there are in
there,” Larmon said. “That
was my concern and it’s being
thankfully addressed.”

The next steps

Ware Teachers Association
President Amber Boucher
said concerns about adequate
staffing from the union were
brought to the superintendent
over a year ago. She said the
school district only has one
school psychologist and no
attempts have been made to
hire more.

“When we are canceling
meetings [I[EP meetings],
because we don’t have these
cases done...the school psy-
chologist hasn’t had a chance
to do it because they are so
overwhelmed. This is the
responsibility of administra-
tion to handle, and our stu-
dents should not be suffering
for that,” Boucher said.

Boucher said the union
also tried communicating
these concerns to the School
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Committees and were forced
to bring out a vote of no confi-
dence against Superintendent
Dr. Michael Lovato in a public
forum.

She said the staffing
issues have “created immense
amounts of problems.”

School Committee Vice-
Chair Aaron Sawabi said he
has served in his role since
2007, and the past five to 10
years he’s received a lot of
complaints related to special
education. He said his job is
to bring that complaint to the
superintendent.

“We need to push this
down as a School Committee.
We need to hold the superin-
tendent accountable...but let’s
put this behind us and move
forward and get the services
and the accommodations we
need for our students,” Sawabi
said.

Lovato said his and
Coleman’s first big initiative
when they came to the school
district in 2023 was to get
consistent evaluations using
evidence-based assessment
tools.

“When you give a child a
diagnosis of special education,
it’s not something you take
lightly. So it shouldn’t be done
through an observation,” he
said.

Lovato said the second
thing they focused on was
ensuring that accommodations
were being communicated to
staff.

“There’s no doubt that
there are challenges when you
look at some of the coverage
that occurs with subs. We’re
trying to work on it. We’re
working on some different

solutions for what that looks
like,” Lovato said.

Lovato said permanent
substitute positions have been
built into the school district’s
budget but hiring has been
difficult. He said many of
the substitutes do not want to
work full-time and he is not
sure the school district could
afford hiring a teacher instead.

Lovato said communi-
cation from his office and
Coleman’s is being logged to
address concerns raised by
parents and teachers in the
audit.

“We’re not going to sit here
and debate whether commu-
nication happened or not, if
people feel that communica-
tion’s not happening, then we
need to make sure that we’re
addressing that as a whole,”
he said.

Lovato said he is request-
ing funding from the town to
replace the school district’s
current information manage-
ment system, which would
allow them to make improve-
ments to communication.

Lovato said he accepts that
the changes that need to hap-
pen with special education are
his responsibility as superin-
tendent. He asked the School
Committee to adopt the find-
ings of the audit in order to
move forward.

“It’s my responsibili-
ty today, and I will work on
doing it,” he said.

The School Committee
voted to accept the audit
report and instructed Lovato
to address items outlined in
the findings; requiring him to
report back to the committee
as the findings are addressed.
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Ware Police Log

Editor’s Note:
People in this coun-

During the week of
April 6-15, the Ware Police
Department responded to
30 miscellaneous calls, 25
administrative calls, eight
traffic violations, 12 emer-
gency 911 calls, four motor
vehicle accidents, 11 harass-
ments, five thefts/larcenies,
two damage/vandalisms, five
frauds, two breaking and
enterings, one Sstructure ﬁre,
13 animal calls and 22 motor
vehicle stops in the town of
Ware.

Sunday, April 6

2:54 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Convent Hill Rod,
Report Made

5:40 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Pleasant Street,
Services Rendered

5:49 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
West Street, Services
Rendered

6:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Vigeant Street,
Citation/Warning

Monday, April 7

12:23 a.m. Assault, North
Street, Advised

10:13 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Advised

9:15 p.m. Assault, Webb
Court, Advised

Tuesday, April 8

7:01 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Highland Village, False
Alarm

9:29 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Vehicle
Towed

3:21 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Park Avenue,
Advised

3:55 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, South Street,
Report Made

4:02 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

4:05 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Advised

5:01 p.m. Abduction,
Palmer Road, Investigated

5:56 p.m. Damage/
Vandalism, Upper Church
Street, Taken/Referred to

Other Agency

7:26 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
West Street, Services
Rendered

7:38 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
West Street, Services
Rendered

8:04 p.m. Traffic

Violation, Route 32, Arrest

Made

Arrest: Malcom Gill, 49,
Providence, Rhode Island

Warrant

Arrest: Maurice O. Davis
Jr., 45, Westfield

OUI-Drugs; Marked
Lanes Violation; Speeding
Rate of Speed Exceeding
Posted Limit; Drug, Possess
Class B

Wednesday, April 9
6:10 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Upper Church Street,

Dispatch Handled
7:27 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Walker Road,

Services Rendered

9:56 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Palmer Road,
Services Rendered

11:30 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, West Street,
Report Made

11:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, North Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Belchertown Road,
Citation/Warning Issued

10:37 p.m. Breaking
and Entering/Burglary,
Fisherdick Road, Taken/
Referred to Other Agency

Thursday, April 10

11:12 a.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, Gilbertville Road,
Advised

11:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

11:48 a.m. Drugs, West
Street, Services Rendered

12:43 p.m. Breaking and
Entering/Burglary, Sky View
Drive, Investigated

8:32 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

11:25 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Valley View,
Advised

Friday, April 11

1 a.m. Robbery, West
Street, Investigated

12:06 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, Main Street,
Services Rendered

1:34 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Belchertown Road,
Investigated

Saturday, April 12
6:16 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Babcock Tavern Road,
Assist Given
7:42 a.m. Fraud/
Deception, West Main Street,
Advised

try are presumed to be
innocent until found
guilty in a court of
law. Police provide us
with the information
you read on this page
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any
suspect listed here is
found not guilty or has
charges dropped or
reduced, we will gladly
print that information
as a follow-up upon
being presented with
documented proof of the
court’s final disposition.

4:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Street, Criminal
Complaint

6:43 p.m. Structure Fire,
Coffey Hill Road, Services
Rendered

11:39 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, North Street,
Services Rendered

Sunday, April 13

1:36 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call, West Main Street,
Services Rendered

7:56 a.m. Theft/Larceny,
Anderson Road, Report
Made

11:16 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Charles Street,
Services Rendered

11:40 a.m. Damage/
Vandalism, Highland Village,
Report Made

11:55 a.m. Theft/Larceny,
Dugan Road, Report Made

3:05 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Report
Made

4:58 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Morse Aveue, Dispatch
Handled

Monday, April 14

3:48 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, East Street, Investigated

4:34 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, East Street, Services
Rendered

8:33 a.m. Assault, East
Street, Services Rendered

8:35 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Advised

5:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Gilbertville Road,
Citation/Warning Issued

7:43 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, North Street,
Services Rendered

Tuesday, April 15
6:50 a.m. Electrical
Hazard, Beaver Road, Assist
Given

Open burning season open through May 1

WARE - Open burning
season is now open by per-
mit and runs through May 1.

Permits will be available
online only at ware.fireper-
mits.com. If you are already
registered for the site from
last year’s open burning sea-

son, you only need to log in
and apply for a 2025 burn
permit.

Please make sure you
link your bank account for
UniPay for a smoother pro-
cess. The bank requires time
to process your payment and

your permit will be inactive
until payment is approved.

Cash will not be accept-
ed at the fire station for a
burn permit. All processing
fees are required through the
online website.

Tri-Parish Community Church lists Easter services

HARDWICK - Tri-Parish
Community Church will hold
its Easter Sunrise Service on
Sunday, April 20 at 5:45 a.m.
at the East Quabbin Land
Trust office, 120 Ridge Road.

All are welcome to attend.

The Easter Sunrise Service
will be led by Deacon
Virginia Rich.

The Tri Parish Community
Church will also hold an
Easter worship service
to be led by Pastor Nathan

Pederson on Sunday, April
20 at 10 a.m. at the New
Braintree Congregational
Church, 3 Oakham Road,
New Braintree. The church
is handicapped accessible and
all are welcome

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

Warren Police Log

During the week of
March 29-April 5, the
Warren Police Department
responded to 78 building/
property checks, 20 com-
munity policings, 12 emer-
gency 911 calls, two safety
concerns, one electrical fire,
two complaints, one motor
vehicle accident, one larce-
ny or theft, one animal call
and 19 motor vehicle stops
in the town of Warren.

Saturday, March 29

9:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Boston Post Road,
Written Warning

9:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

12:37 p.m. Complaint,
Bemis Road, Officer Spoke
to Party

Sunday, March 30

9:57 a.m. Welfare Check,
Brimfield Road, Transported
to Hospital

2:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

2:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Criminal
Complaint

2:52 p.m. Safety
Concern, Bacon Street,
Investigated

4:20 p.m. Falls,
Southbridge Road,

Hardwick

Ambulance Signed Refusal

6:35 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Misdial/Abandoned, Spring
Street, Officer Spoke to
Party

Monday, March 31

12:31 a.m. Chest
Pain/Heart Problem,
Yankee Drummer Drive,
Transported to Hospital

2:57 p.m. Choking

Southbridge Road
Extension, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

Tuesday, April 1

12:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

3:57 a.m. Bleeding,
Pine Street, Transported to
Hospital

2 p.m. Falls, South
Street, Mutual Aid Transport

5:06 p.m. Complaint,
Cottage Street, Information
Given

Wednesday, April 2

5:18 p.m. Power Lines
Arcing, Southbridge Road,
Fire Extinguished

5:51 p.m. 911 Hang-
up/Misdial/Silent, Spring
Street, Officer Spoke to
Party

11:55 p.m. Knee
Injury, Winthrop Terrace,
Transported to Hospital

Police Log

Thursday, April 3

1:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

1:34 a.m. Electrical Fire,
Crescent Street, Investigated

8:25 a.m. Breathing
Difficulty, Pine Street,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

2:08 p.m. Seizures, Old
West Brookfield Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:13 p.m. Power Lines
Arcing, Richardson Street,
Investigated

11:30 p.m. Safety
Concern, Southbridge Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Friday, April 4

3:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Collision, Southbridge
Road, Transported by
LifeFlight

7:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Cross Street, Written
Warning

Saturday, April 5

12:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Brimfield Road,
Written Warning

6:19 p.m. Larceny or
Theft, Main Street, Report
Filed

8:08 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Cottage
Street, Transported to
Hospital

During the week of
April 7-14, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police
Department responded to
66 building/property checks,
51 directed/area patrols,
four radar assignments, five
traffic controls, 14 emer-
gency 911 calls, two citizen
assists, three assist other
agencies, two scams, two
trespasses, one harassment,
one threat, one larceny/
theft/shoplifting, one motor
vehicle investigation, two
motor vehicle accidents, one
animal call and 14 motor
vehicle stops in the town of
Hardwick.

Monday, April 7
9:05 a.m. Assist Citizen,

Church Lane, Services
Rendered
10:20 a.m. 911

Motor Vehicle Accident,
Greenwich Road,
Transported to Hospital

6:30 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town,
Services Rendered

Tuesday, April 8

4:19 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Ridge Road,
Report Taken

9:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Barre Road,
Officer Handled

10:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle

Investigation, Main Street,
Negative Contact

5:08 p.m. Disturbance,
Prospect Street, Spoken To

Wednesday, April 9

11:14 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Lower Road,
Officer Handled

4:41 p.m. Complaint,
Main Street, Services
Rendered

Thursday, April 10

5:03 a.m. 911
Scam, Hardwick Road,
Investigated

8:53 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Church Street,
Services Rendered

3:27 p.m. Trespass,
Patrill Hollow Road, Officer
Handled

3:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

4:03 p.m. Medical
Emergency, Delargy Road,
Transported to Hospital

8:08 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Collins Road,
Services Rendered

Friday, April 11
10:12 a.m. Trespass,
Petersham Road, No Action
Required
12:14 p.m. Motor
Vehicle Stop, Church Street,
Citation Issued

1:36 p.m. 911
Harassment, Hardwick
Road, Transported to
Hospital

4 p.m. Scam, Ridge
Road, Report Taken

Saturday, April 12
I pom. 911 Medical
Emergency, Pine Street,
Transported to Hospital
4:49 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Hardwick Road,
Transported to Hospital
6:32 p.m. 911 Threat,
Main Street, Services
Rendered
7:47 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Services
Rendered

Sunday, April 13
11:40 a.m. 911 Larceny/
Theft/Shoplifting, Hardwick
Road, Report Taken
3:59 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Main Street,
Transported to Hospital
4:40 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, North Road,
Transported to Hospital

Monday, April 14
6:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Lower Road, Written
Warning
7:06 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Lower Road,
Transported to Hospital

RAILERS from page 10

Repaci (28) who found the
back of the net 9:57 into
the second period making it
a 3-1 game. His goal came
from a one-timer on the
power play atop the right
circle. The Railers outshot
Reading 9-7 in the second
period while Reading lead in
shots overall 23-17.

Lincoln Hatten (9) got
the third period started with
a goal on a broken play out
in front, finishing off a puck
from Tanner Schachle and
Connor Welsh to get back
within one. Anthony Repaci
(29) banged home a goal past
Keith Petruzzelli in net for
Reading on the coattails of
Cole Donhauser rushing the
puck into the attacking zone
and brought Worcester all

[ ]
Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

EGUAL HOUS™G
CPPORTUNITY

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

&

the way back with his second
goal of the night. 60 minutes
of hockey wasn’t enough as
the game headed into over-
time. Bullion and Petruzzelli
each made five saves in the
overtime period as neither
team could score in OT.
Royals forward Matt Brown
scored the lone goal in the
bottom of the first round
of the shootout to hand the
Railers the 4-3 loss.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.




Paige Memorial Library lists
upcoming, ongoing events

HARDWICK - Come
join the staff at the Paige
Memorial Library, 87
Petersham Road, for programs
to educate and entertain.

Did you know you can
suggest a program and we will
attempt to find a presenter?

Ongoing programs

Story Time on Wednesday
mornings with a story, an
activity, and social interac-
tion. Come at 10:30 a.m. to
meet the other children with
a story at 11 a.m. Paige
Writers on Tuesdays at 3
p-m. FUNdamentals of Art on
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.

On April 22, explore using
soft pastels, a dry medium
of ground pigments pressed
into sticks, or bring your own
project and join with others to
socialize and share know-how.
You must register.

Next Book Club on
Wednesday May 14 at 2 p.m.
Cookbook Club on the last
Wednesday of the month at
5:30 p.m.

Upcoming events

On Saturday, May 3
at noon, there will be an
anti-bullying presenta-
tion by Dennis Wise, young
adult novelist and speaker
on peer bullying. Supported
in part by the Hardwick-New
Braintree Cultural Council,

a local agency supported by
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

On May 8, there will
be a ticket drawing for the
Celebrate Hardwick Quilt
created by students of Pam
Hinckley’s “Kids Can Sew”
class donated to the library
to raise funds for programs.
Make a donation, get a ticket,
and maybe it will be yours.

On Saturday, May 10
at 1 p.m. birds of prey
and Indigenous American
artifacts funded by the
Hardwick Cultural Council.
WINGMASTERS is a part-
nership between Julie Anne
Collier and Jim Parks,
licensed raptor rehabilita-
tors and educators. This pro-
gram is supported in part by
the Hardwick-New Braintree
Cultural Council, a local
agency that is supported by
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

On Saturday, June 7 at 1
p-m. The Westfield Wheelman
will oppose the Hardwick
Haymen using old-fashioned
rules for a game of vintage
baseball. Join the Hardwick
Haymen team to play ball or
to cheer them on to victory.

For more information or to
register, call 413-477-6704 or
email Director.paigelibrary @
gmail.com.

Tri-Parish hosts 19th annual event
Plant, bake, craft & tag sale

HARDWICK - The Tri-
Parish Community Church
is pleased to announce they
will be holding its 19th
Annual Plant, Bake Sale,
Craft & Tag Sale on the
Hardwick Common Saturday
and Sunday, May 17 and 18
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. each
day.

This popular East
Quabbin area event will fea-
ture traditional, favorite, and
connoisseur perennials, plus
selected annuals, heirloom
vegetable plants, and herbs
in time for spring planting.
There is a wonderful variety
in plants offered through sev-
eral local vendors including
Stillman’s Farm and Howe’s
Farm and Garden of New

Braintree, Inishowen Farms
of North Brookfield, and
“home-grown lovelies” from
private gardens.

A delicious assortment
of home-baked desserts and
breads will also be sold. The
event is held rain or shine.

The Church is also seek-
ing vendors for their annu-
al Tag and Craft sale to
coincide with the Plant
and Bake Sale. Spaces on
the Hardwick Common
will be offered for $35
each. Applications may
be obtained by contact-
ing Marguerite by emailing
mcrevierl.mc@gmail.com or
calling 413-477-6942.

Please reserve your space
early. All are welcome.

HARDWICK from page 7

letter that will be sent to
nonprofits in relation to the
Payments In Lieu Of Taxes
policy. The board members
wanted to go over the letter
and proofread to see if all
the wording is appropriate
and has all their requests are
noted.

Kemp wanted to go over

one of the paragraphs and
wanted to update the word-
ing. The board settled for the
word “encourage” as part of
the edit.

“Encourage is good,” said
Select Board member Eric
Vollheim.

The board voted and
approved the letter for non-
profit organizations in the
Town of Hardwick.
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John J. Pilch, 82

WARE - John J. “Jack”
Pilch died Monday, April 7,
2025, 51 years to the day
after his beloved mom, fol-
lowing a long ill-
ness.

He was one
week shy of his
83rd birthday,
having been born
in Ware on April
14, 1942, to John
S. Pilch and Mary
(Bigda) Pilch.

He leaves
his devoted wife of 60
years, Lucille (Cloutier)
Pilch, his cherished chil-
dren - Chrissie (and
Tony) Mancini of Avon,
Connecticut, Johnny
Pilch of Ware, and Patti
(and Bill) Munroe of Los
Altos, California, and
his adored grandchil-
dren, Kyra Munroe of
Berkeley, California, and
Jake Munroe of Los Altos,
California. He also leaves
his siblings, Mariann
Robertson of Medway and
David (and Ellen) Pilch of
Ware.

Jack worked his entire
career at the former Ware
Machine Works, which had
been started by his father,
eventually becoming its
President before his retire-
ment in 2005.

He loved NASCAR,
old country music, old
Westerns, and food; and

his family woke up most
Sunday mornings to the
smell of bacon and the
sound of polkas. His son
made sure that
the last music he
heard was polkas
and Johnny Cash.

When he
retired, he decid-
ed to start cooking
the evening meal,
and he spent his
early mornings
in Wal-Mart and
Big Y, shopping for what he
would make. He became a
very good cook, constantly
tweaking his recipes.

He was an active mem-
ber of the Swift River
Sportsman Club for many
decades, and everybody
who attended a clambake
there until about 10 years
ago enjoyed his “secret rec-
ipe” clam chowder. He was
also a lifelong member of
Club 12 and a member of
the Hardwick Rod and Gun
Club.

Jack was happiest out-
doors, and he loved operat-
ing the backhoes and load-
ers that his company man-
ufactured. He was an avid
hunter and ice fisherman,
and venison was a staple on
the menu at his home.

He also enjoyed working
his land, and he cut several
dozen cords of wood annu-
ally to heat his house and

to give to family, friends,
and the machine shop. He
was proud of his vegetable
garden and maintained that
until he was no longer able
to do so.

He always had a well-
loved and spoiled dog by
his side, and his family
members often comment-
ed that they’d like to come
back as one of his pups. It
was a great source of disap-
pointment when he lost his
last one and was too ill to
get another.

Jack was a devoted and
loyal friend. An introvert,
he was never the life of the
party, but he stood by his
friends and would do any-
thing they needed. He was
the first to volunteer when-
ever a friend or family
member had a project.

He was also the king
of nicknames. If you were
close to him, you had one,
or two, or more.

The loss of Jack is deep-
ly felt by those who love
him. In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations may be
made to the dog rescue of
your choice. There will be a
private service for immedi-
ate family only.

Charbonneau Funeral
Home is assisting his family
with his arrangements. An
online tribute page is avail-
able at charbonneauth.com.

Carl C. Crevier, 71

WARE - Carl Chester
Crevier, age 71, passed
away in the early

his friends.
He lived simply and
humbly. His

morning hours on
Monday, April 14,
2025, at Baystate
Medical Center in
Springfield, after a
brief illness.

Carl was born
in Ware on Feb. 23,
1954. He was a son
of the late Francis
H. Crevier and Nellie (Lak)
Crevier.

Carl was raised and edu-
cated in Ware, and was a
graduate of Springfield
Trade School. He moved to
Las Vegas, Nevada in 1982,
and resided there for 42
years prior to moving back
to Ware in 2023.

Carl was employed for
many years at McCarran
International Airport. He
loved going to estate and
tag sales. Carl loved eating
out and socializing with
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IN MEMORIAM

Michael J. Swistak
15th Anniversary

Theresa S. Zaganiacz
7th Anniversary
July 1, 1930 - April 29, 2018

Your lives were a blessing,
the memories a treasure.
You are loved beyond words
and missed beyond measure.

We love and miss you both
MaryAnn & Mark
Blair & Andy
Morgan, Beckett and Delaney

N

November 19, 1961 - April 17, 2010

BE n o

family takes
comfort in the
thought that
Carl has been
reunited with
his parents, his
brothers: David,
Alan, Donald
and Clifford who
passed on before
him. Carl leaves behind
his surviving siblings: his
brothers; Lawrence Crevier
and his wife Francine, Roy
Crevier, James Crevier and
his wife Lisa, and his sister,
Jean Plouffe and her hus-
band Bob, sister in law Patti

Crevier and many numerous
nieces and nephews.

A Visitation will take
place on Friday, April 25,
2025, from 10-11 a.m. in
the Cebula Funeral Home.
A Prayer Service will take
place on Friday, April 25,
2025, at 11 a.m. in Cebula
Funeral Home, 66 South
St., Ware. Carl will be laid
to rest following the prayer
service in New St. William
Cemetery in Ware.

Funeral Services are
under the direction of
Cebula Funeral Home. For
more information and an
online guest book, please
visit: www.cebulafuneral-
home.com.

Death notices

Crevier, Carl C.
Died April 14, 2025
Services April 25, 2025

Pilch, John J. “Jack”
Died April 7, 2025

Ware River News

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Our advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Ware
River News
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Dark blacks

7. Construct a wall to
confine

13. Most inappropriate

14. A type of board

16. Sacred Hindu syllable compete 5. Keyboard key

17. Flatterer 48. It helps elect 6. Leaf pores

19. The Granite State politicians 7. Agrees with publicly
20. Tears down 51. As fast as can be 8. Not around

22. China’s Chairman done 9. Czech city

23. Former Houston
footballer

25. Periods of time

26. Expressed pleasure

28. World alliance

29. A Brit’s mother 60. College sports of

30. Television network official 18. Exclamation that
31. Brother or sister 61. Uninterrupted in time denotes disgust
33. Type of spirit 64. Stephen King story ~ 21. Helper

34. _ ladd, actor 65. Marked by no sound  24. Gift

36. A medium oversees it

38. One time province of
British India

40. Wrong

53. Genus of legumes
55. Samoa’s capital

56. Monument in Jakarta
58. Former French coin
59. Exploiters

67. Weathers
69. Denouncements
70. More beloved

41, The highest parts of GLUES DOWN
something

43. Insect

44, Baseball stat

45. A way to use up

47. Where wrestlers

1. Winged nut

economist

11. Greek letter
12. Movements

27. Treat without
respect
30. Trims

2. It cools a home
3. Kisses (French)
4. Oxford political

10. Muscle cell protein

13. Ned __, composer
15. Popular series Game

26. Up in the air (abbr.)

32. Slang for lovely

35. City of Angels
hoopster (abbr.)

37. Guitarists’ tool

38. Island nation

39. Delivered in
installments

42. A baglike structure

43. Cooking vessel

46. Gets in front of

47. Wounded by
scratching

49. More breathable

50. Medical dressings

52. Indiana hoopster

54. Married Marilyn

55. An ancient Assyrian
city

57. Congressmen (abbr.)

59. Approves food

62. Ventura’s first name

63. Between northeast
and east

66. Atomic #71

68. Email designation
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE

TAG SALE: 63 WALKER ROAD,
WALES. Friday, April 25th & Sat-
urday, April 26th, 8am-4pm. Rain or
shine. 45 years of accumulation, antiques,
art, housewares, plants, rare finds.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2***xxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

CLEANING
SERVICES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAN-
ING. Professional, courteous service. All
calls returned. Free estimates. New En-
gland Carpet & Upholstery. Eddie,
(413)240-4266.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140.

$12.50

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior - Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall,
painting and decks. Competitive pricing.
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups,
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties. Call 413-
536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality,
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley.
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

Digital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran

in one of our publications. Go to
newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

MASONRY

PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete,
masonry. Free esimate.

Call 978-257-8237
Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing in
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs.
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GRINDING
413-213-5470

)

>

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

Palmer Water District #1
is looking to hire a
FULL-TIME
ASSISTANT
SUPERINTENDENT
Full description on
Indeed. Please apply at
10 Walnut Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

CASH
JUN

AND REPA

(0] 1

ABLE

S

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVIC
CASH PAID AS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

@m - &

)

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base frice
2 Beotnn | 22 P | 23 Beogoran| 24 B zno0
% Beiznso | 26 Bestsain| 27 P as| 28 Beeab00
29 | 30 | 31 | 32 R
33 Betase | 34 Bestsaon| 39 P ias| 36 B aao0
87 Besaso | 38 Bestason| 39 Pesas| 40 Beean00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QdVISA QO Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

BRMFELD
STURBRIDGE

HUBBARDSTON

NEW
WEST

BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD
Q BROOKFELD

et
eROOKFIELD

WALES {_ HoLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
SPRINGFIELD

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO
AND THREE BEDROOM
APARTMENTS

*Heat and hot water included
*Ample Closets
*Fully Applianced
*Community Room
eLaundry Facilities
*Cats Welcome
*Extra Storage
*24 Hour Maintenance
For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill,
Ware, MA

EQUAL HOUSING (R'

OPPORTUNITY

=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate
and Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS25P0221EA
Estate of:
Todd M. Prescott
Also known as:
Todd Prescott
Date of Death: 11/27/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Adju-
dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Kelli
Prescott of Ware, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Kelli Prescott of Ware, MA be
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/07/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of

assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 04, 2025
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
04/17/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS25P0197GD
In the matter of:
Carol Adams
Of: Ware, MA
Respondent
Alleged Incapacitated Person
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT
OF GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED PERSON
PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
a petition has been filed by
Department of Developmental
Serv of Springfield, MA in the
above captioned matter alleging
that Carol Adams is in need of
a Guardian and requesting that
Jason L. Adams of
Worcester, MA
Mary Adams of Sneads
Ferry, NC
(or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian
to serve Without Surety on the
bond.
The petition asks the court to
determine that the Respondent is
incapacitated, that the appoint-

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

ment of a Guardian is necessary,
and that the proposed Guardian
is appropriate. The petition is on
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific
authority.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before
10:00 a.m. on the return date of
05/01/2025. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by
the return date, action may be
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must file a
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: March 27, 2025
Mark S. Ames,
Register of Probate
04/17/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton MA, 01060
Docket No.
HS17P0622GD
In the interests of
Carol L Adams
Of: Ware, MA
RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
TERMINATION OF A
GUARDIAN OF AN
INCAPACITATED PERSON

To the named Respondent
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed
by Dept. of Developmental
Services of Springfield, MA
in the above captioned matter
requesting that the court:

Terminate the Guardianship
of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court
to make a determination that the
Guardian and/or Conservator
should be allowed to resign;
or should be removed for good
cause; or that the Guardianship
and/or Conservatorship is no
longer necessary and therefore
should be terminated. The orig-
inal petition is on file with the
court.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before

10:00 A.M. on the return date
of 05/01/2025. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to file

the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by
the return date, action may be
taken in thls matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must file a
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expenses.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of
this Court
Date: March 27, 2025

Mark S. Ames
Register of Probate
04/17/2024

Hardwick Planning Board

Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the
Hardwick Planning Board per
Hardwick Zoning Bylaw, Sec-
tions 3.2.6.1.3 and 5.0 will hold
a Public Hearing on Tuesday,
April 29, 2025 at 7:45PM at
the Town House, 32 Common
Street, Hardwick, MA.

This Hearing is regarding
the application for Site Plan
Approval by Ware Solar II

LLC to install a commercial
ground-mounted 2.03 MW solar
energy facility on 7.4 acres on
Osborn Road (map 94, lot 14),
Hardwick. A complete copy of
the application can be inspected
at the Municipal Offices in the
Town Clerk’s office during post-
ed business hours. All interested
parties are asked to attend.
Interested parties may also
view this Legal Notice at http://
masspublicnotices.org
Hardwick Planning Board
Jenna Garvey, Chair
04/10, 04/17/2025

Hardwick Planning Board
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the
Hardwick Planning Board per
Hardwick Zoning Bylaw, Sec-
tions 3.2.6.L..3 and 5.0 will hold
a Public Hearing on Tuesday,
April 29, 2025 at 6:45PM at
the Town House at 32 Common
Street. Hardwick MA.

This Hearing is regarding the
application for Site Plan Approv-
al by Old Greenwich Plains
Road Solar LLC to install a
commercial ground-mounted
296 MW solar energy facility
on 37 acres on Old Greenwich
Plains Road, Hardwick (map
91, lot 21, 23). A complete copy
of the application can be inspect-
ed at the Municipal Offices in the
Town Clerk’s office during post-
ed business hours. All interested
parties are asked to attend.

Interested parties may also
view this Legal Notice at http://
masspublicnotices.org

Hardwick Planning Board
Jenna Garvey, Chair
04/10, 04/17/2025

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

o
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/
G

*
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EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

Parents,

randparents
& Friends
SPECIAL!

Honor Your Graduaie

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

*

We are offering a great deal for you to

CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

rice

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS -

2 X 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 21st

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name,
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2 X 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Karly Smith!

We arz

very proy o3
you and your
accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College!

Love Dad. Mom ¢ John

24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 -

413.283.8393




Page 16, Ware River News, April 17, 2025

[ 1 [ [ [ .
EQLT hosts Earth Day Children’s Activity Workshop on April 22 | Asparagus Festival set for May 17
HARDWICK - The East and attendees can participate next to the EQLT office in Trust fosters a meaningful WEST BROOK- Hot chowder by the
. ) . . . . FIELD - On Saturday, cup, cold chowder to take
Quabbin Land Trust will cel- at their own pace. both wooded and open grassy relationship with the natural .

. g S : . May 17 during the town home, heat and eat by the
ebrate Earth Day with a free Activities will include: areas. Children should be world by conserving, con- of West Brookfield’s nart. cookies and cold
Children’s Activity Workshop a gathering fire, painting dressed for the weather and necting with and caring for Asparacus. Heritage and grink’s will be available
during school vacation week, Kindness Rocks, exploring outdoor fun. the farmlands, woodlands and Fl(?werg Féstival (%n the from 10 a.m. untl it runs
on April 22 from 3-5 p.m., the Children’s Play Trail and Please RSVP to atrevvett@ waters in the East Quabbin . S Sy

) y ; A . . . . town common, the First out. Inside and outside din-
at EQLT’s office, 120 Ridge building bluebird birdhous- eqlt.org by April 18. region of Massachusetts. Conereeational Church. 36  ine is available
Road. es (one for each child to take EQLT works closely with gresat o £ .
. . . . North Main St., will offer Call the church for
Children and their par- home) About the East Quabbin community members to foster . . .
; C . . . o~ their famous Asparagus more information at 508-
ents/caregivers are welcome. Most activities will be Land Trust vibrant communities through Chowder from the church  867-7078
Activities are unscheduled, held outdoors on the hillside The East Quabbin Land engagement with the outdoors. ’

lawn.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

STARTING AT

BEAT THE PRIGE INGREASES!!!

DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

EASTER TOY SALE!!!

SAVE

ponriuioondll | g On All
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!M! | | === \EREEA N | o
PRE SEASON BIKE SALE!!!| | ™™ . .. B | patierics Batteries

BUY MORE, SAVE MORE WITH APPLIANCE REBATES!! ——

SEE AD INSIDE!!! * Hfiston NAPI NAPA AUTO PARTS
'I"I - gl .
WHITCO TOY & BIKE & =il | | A" i Bl { WARE+WEST BROOKFIELD
St., S .
T 140 Main St. Spencer  508-885-9343 Gassie Pactucei Tmar | | evvetstar  tfeleals. 7 Mestanst

0% FINANCING ol'en: Mon.-Fri. 1oam-8:30pm’ Sat. 9am-! spm’ Sun. 12pm 1pm 7 7 4 2 o O 35 2 3 m i n Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 413-323-7661 ® 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

New Braintree - Building Lots

3.47 Acres $47,500 ,
JOHN SHEA’S M to. maﬁe

. f:i Lot’s can be bought separately or together. o L4
Private wooded lot. Country Road dead end. o A l R
Buy one or combine both. If you are looking for L g p p lan c e e a lr

a perfect place to build your home e

This could b ! [ 2 N .
. s conibevotrspo = 11 Hayden Ave., Brookfield, MA 01506 Spring into action
CENTURY 21 Century 21 North East dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
wcwss " 160 Main St., Spencer 1-978-434-1990 508 867 7124 and give me a call
or check out my website
C_SOEIC DL T www.lisacaron.com

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White ¢ Blue * Purple ¢ Red
Lt Gray ¢ Dark Gray ¢ Greige * Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING
Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand

3 Types of
In-Ground Pools
Above Ground Pools
In-Ground Liner

preplacements Lise Ceron Reel [EstEre
oo . : Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
In szm ss Since 1 074 Cbemzcals & Supphes @mm Eh}xé]@ Broofi M@ﬂm

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

000

.v

!JQ‘.‘NIQW-

RO0
Q0O

2 : o 108 Main St. (Rt. 32), South Barre (Gell:1508232158299)
' C te Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand > .
ks Poglng::el: S:Irlld o Stor:g [t)l:llsto-ogilta“l Cruslhgt‘i, G?anvel 508-882-3913 - 978-355-6465 earchliomeslinstantivJitp/wiivlisacaioncom

Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete  Cold Patch
ASPHALT PLANT OPENING LATE APRIL
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums

XD

FOC QOO0

| PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! i I 23Summer Street 508-637-1577
98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer &1 1 North Brookfield k £ Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm -
bondsandandgravel.com &= MA 01535 e Sun. 9am-2pm

1 508-885-6100 (S I A% I
508-885-2480 () I < COFFEE |
el & fophar o EEE N I <+ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS 1
In-House Fresh Bakery ! * BREAKFAST SANDWICHES I
All Occasion Cake I < SOUPS I
enture fﬂ A (7( “( [) - Cupcakes and Cookies I < COOKIES |
- o Every Month Special Treat Box I < MUFFINS |
Available For Sale at the Cafe 1 . PASTRIES I
< Future Events | I
Contact us to plan your | . . .
next private event. : Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage |

508-637-1577 ! with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am |

(Buvl_lNE Special Ad Size Pricing ——

N S — - 3”x1”...only $33 Contact

May 23........7-Night Bermuda Cruise.... from $1699

er s vanamon seacn ceranr o 5og | | CONNECTION 3x15 only$48  Dan Flynn

iy 12 Escape o Rockporteer 5110 | | 3 Ads for 1T Low Pricel!! 3"x2"..only 566  413-297-5886

July 26......... Perkins Cove for a Day.................. $110 | | Ware River News, Barre Gazette 3" x 2.5" only $82 dflynn@turley.com

_ _ & Quaboag Current 3"x 3" ...only $§99 ee————————

e omail adventurstours@attnet - | | Over 16,000 copies » Prints every Thursda | <@

¢ or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com k ! p y y FUI'I' COLOR INCLUDED'

WE ARE GCLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

W’ 5 I I
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

Prime Rib & 64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Fresh Seafood |paily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
Best Pizza In Town!
.71 CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE 6 Blg screen Tvs To WatCh'

i \— T*_) )@ BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!
i ’”“; Check Out Our Specials at 508 886 4771 KENO

-~ www.laddsrestaurant.net @ = - [ RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS:
" WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-8:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-8:00 PM




