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Select
Board,
FinCom
go over
budgets

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

HARDWICK - The
Select Board and Finance
Committee met for anoth-
er joint meeting on April
6.

This meeting went
over the fiscal year 2027
budgets for the Highway
Department and for the
Fire Department.

Mark Korzec of the
Finance Committee began
with giving a recap from
the previous joint meet-
ing. The budget sheet
given last week has not
changed.

There are certain ele-
ments of the budget that
are still not confirmed
including the school bud-
get, senior center, num-
bers from the towns of
Barre and New Braintree,
and state and local
receipts.

The Finance
Committee wanted to
know if the Select Board
wanted to discuss putting

Please see BUDGETS,
page 3
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Students participated
in financial literacy fair

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Over 250 stu-
dents from Ware, Palmer and
Belchertown high schools
participated in Country
Bank’s annual financial liter-
acy fair, Credit for Life.

This event was held in the
gymnasium of Ware Jr./Sr.
High School last Thursday
morning, giving seniors valu-
able tools and information to
make healthy financial choic-
es in early adulthood.

Jodie Gerulaitis, First
Vice President of Community
Relations at Country Bank,

Ware High School seniors
Sophia Rheaume and Maia
Lamothe participated in
Country Bank’s Credit for
Life last Thursday.

welcomed the students to
Credit for Life, and explained
what each booth at the fair
represented, and how the
students could benefit from
the experience. Each booth
is manned by Country Bank
employees and other commu-

Please see GREDIT, page 7

BOS reviewed
articles for ATM

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN - The Board
of Selectmen met on April
2 and reviewed a second
draft of the warrant arti-
cles for the Annual Town
Meeting on June 11.

Town Administrator
James Ferrera said there
will be a third draft of the
warrant coming soon as
the Selectmen are currently
reviewing the second draft.
As of April 2, there are 22
articles on the warrant for
the Annual Town Meeting.

Ferrera anticipates
there will be future meet-
ings held with the Finance
Committee to discuss the
warrant.

The Finance Committee
has endorsements on some
of the articles already. As
of this Selectmen’s meet-
ing, the school numbers
are still fluid and could be
until after the election.

Article 6 is a recom-
mended article for the town
to consider and involves
the Warren based non-prof-
it, the Clowning for Kidz
Foundation.

Ferrera described this
local nonprofit as “the
heart of what Warren is
about,” as their nonprofit is
a focus on supporting chil-
dren. This article is a good-
will gesture to help a local
nonprofit.

Article 20 is for a prop-
erty survey at the Warren

Senior Center. The town
wants to make sure where
the property lines are
between the Senior Center
and an abutting property.

As Ferrera described,
this is a standard war-
rant for the Annual Town
Meeting in June.

The Selectmen did have
questions regarding the
process of how the school
budget is being figured
out. The school did bring
a budget forward; however,
a lot is being factored into
what the final numbers will
be. One of the deciding
factors is the town of West
Brookfield’s vote on their
Proposition 2 Y2 Override
ballot question during the
Town Election on May 5.

According to Ferrera,
the town’s total budget
increase is just over 12% if
they go with a level fund-
ed budget for the schools.
One of the three options
the Quaboag Regional
School Committee is
considering is the clos-
ing of West Brookfield
Elementary School. With
this third option, the town
of Warren’s total budget
increase from last year’s
budget would be 4.29%.

Selectmen Vice-Chair
David Dufresne described
this as a difficult situation
for not only the schools but
for both towns. The board
is unsure if this would put

Please see WARREN
ATM, page 5

Joint CDBG application signed

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD -
The Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning
Commission attended the
Board of Selectmen’s meet-
ing on March 31 to hold a
public hearing regarding
the joint application for the
Community Development
Block Grant.

The towns on the applica-
tion include West Brookfield,
East Brookfield, Hardwick,
and Barre.

John O’Leary, a Principal
Planner from CMRPC
said the CDBG program is
designed to fund projects
for low to moderate income
communities, address slum
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and blight, or in some cases
address urgent needs. He
said the maximum amount
a municipality can apply
for is $950,000, but in joint
applications such as this one,
towns can apply for up to
$1.35 million.

O’Leary also went over
the project selection process.
According to a handout pro-
vided by O’Leary, CMRPC
has held community devel-
opment strategy forums, and
met with town officials. He
said in East Brookfield, they
held playground committee
meetings, and in Hardwick
they held team meetings and
a public presentation regard-
ing Memorial Park.

Projects and costs
According to O’Leary,
there are four projects
planned for this year’s
application: The Depot
Neighborhood Infrastructure
Planning Study in West

Brookfield, with an approx-
imate budget of $150,000;
Memorial Park Design
Improvement Project in
Hardwick, with an approx-
imate budget of $117,000;
Barre Senior Center
Improvement Project in
Barre, with an approximate
cost of $90,000; and East
Brookfield Town Complex
Playground, with an approxi-
mate budget of $70,000.
O’Leary said there is also
a grant administration cost
that CMRPC charges, which
is about $75,000, and the
total budget including admin-
istration is about $502,000.

Project details
According to the hand-
out, the Depot Neighborhood
project is to “assess the exist-
ing conditions of all subsur-
face and surface infrastruc-
ture” in the area.

Please see CDBG, page 6

| Isla is shown with her
| Easter Bunny basket
| at Lucy Stone Park.
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN - Lucy Stone
Park was the place to be this
past weekend as the annual
Easter Egg Hunt was held.

This was the fifth time
Lucy Stone Park has been
hosting an egg hunt around
Easter Sunday and it is a fun
event for kids in various age
groups. Tim O’Brien is one
of many dedicated volunteers

Please see EASTER,
page 14

DISPOSAL

Power Equipment

00 0000 0 ¢

No Trailer Loads

Loveseats, Chairs & Couches
Box Springs & Mattresses

(Must be drained of all fluids)
Washers & Dryers

BULKY WASTE
DISPOSAL DAY ¢

7am-12pm

ITEMS FREE FOR

‘ Satu
-

ITEMS WITH FEE
Truck Tires $75

Loader/Tractor Tires $500

Passenger Tires $30

Freon Units (Air Conditioners,
Refrigerators, Etc.) $22
Television, Computer Monitors $40

rday, April 18, 2026
at ReSource Waste
| 98 East Street,Ware

WARE
RESIDENTS
ONLY

HAZARDOUS
WASTE DAY

HAZARDOUS
ITEMS

Liquids, Fluids
Paints and Oils
Hazardous Waste

00 00 00 0 ¢

Made possible by a partnership between ReSource Waste Services and the Town of Ware.

Pesticides, Antifreeze,
Lightbulbs, Batteries
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Hardwick/Gilbertville libraries
list upcoming April events

HARDWICK - April is a
busy month at the libraries in
Hardwick.

Ellie Shea, Youth
Education Coordinator from
the East Quabbin Land
Trust, brings a quick lesson
on birding and a bird feed-
er craft for young learn-
ers to the Paige Memorial
Library, 87 Petersham Road
on Saturday, April 11 at
10:30 a.m. This program is
best suited for ages 8 to 12,
younger kids are welcome
but may require help from
parents.

Please bring binoculars if
you have them for outside
birding.

A Celtic Knot Drawing
Workshop will be held on
Tuesday, April 14 from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Learn the basics
of drawing Celtic knots and
spirals with artist Elizabeth
Buck, including some tips
and tricks. Materials will be
provided for this drop-in pro-
gram. Participants will cover
different knots starting at
5:30 p.m.

Drop-in the Paige
Memorial Library for

Quabbin Regional School
District’s Early Release Day
on Wednesday, April 15
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. All ages
are welcome to enjoy and
explore an art activity.

Local author Lisa Cohen
shares “Self-Publishing
Without Tears,” a workshop
co-sponsored by the Paige
and Gilbertville libraries
at the Gilbertville Public
Library, 259 Main St.,
Gilbertville on Saturday,
April 18 at 2 p.m. Please call
the Paige Memorial Library
at 413-477-6704 to reserve
a spot.

James DaRosa and
Lindsay Aucoin of the
Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation
and Business Assistance
Corporation will present
a workshop designed to be
practical, empowering, and
immediately useful for small
business owners at any stage
on Tuesday, April 21 at 6
p-m. They will address busi-
ness loans and readiness,
how to start a business, how
to write a business plan, and
access to computer program

training.

For more information,
contact the Paige Memorial
Library at 413-477-6704
or paigelibrary.hardwick @
gmail.com or QVCDC at
413-497-4405.

Every Wednesday Story
Time is held at the Paige
Memorial Library with an
activity, 10:30 a.m.-noon.
This is a fun time for young
patrons to experience the
library and a nice place to
make friends.

Other ongoing library
activities include the Paige
Book Club, the Cookbook
Club, Celebrate Hardwick,
the Ongoing Book Sale, the
Paige Writers, Paige’s Page
to Screen book to movie
discussion group, and the
Movie Festival Committee.
Come join a group or sug-
gest a new one.

More events are com-
ing. Check out the Paige
Memorial Library’s
Facebook page and web-
site at www.facebook.com/
paigelibrary or www.paigeli-
brary.com.

Ware Senior Center

NEWS

WARE - The Ware Senior
Center, 413-967-9645, locat-
ed at 1 Robbins Road, is
open Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open
each of those days from 9
a.m.-noon. Donations to the
store are only accepted by
Sue LaBarge, who can be
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, April 13
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga with
Lisa

Tuesday, April 14

* 9 a.m. Exercise Class at
Valley View Housing

* 10 a.m. Scat

e 11:30 a.m. Lunch

* 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking.
$3 per class.

¢ 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at
5 p.m.)

Wednesday, April 15
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
12:30 p.m. Knit, Crochet,
Laugh
* 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with
Lori

Thursday, April 16
* 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley
View Housing
* 9 a.m. Walking Club
(weather permitting)
* 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing for

Beginners

10 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Scat

11:30 a.m. Lunch
12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, April 17
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
Noon Bay State New
England Orthopedic
Surgery Center free fall
prevention presentation
* 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with
Lori
* 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open
at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you
name on the lunch list.

Monday, April 13
Shepherd’s Pie, Tossed
Salad, Dessert of the Day
Tuesday, April 14
BBQ Chicken, Candied
Yams, Veggie of the Day,
Dessert of the Day
Wednesday, April 15
Meatloaf, Baked Potato,
Veggie of the Day, Dessert of
the Day
Thursday, April 16
Cheesy Sloppy Joe over
Texas Toast, French Fries,
Dessert of the Day
Friday, April 17
Baked Fish, Onion Rings,
Veggie of the Day, Dessert of
the Day

The Ware River News will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on Page 3. To
request a correction, send information to pouimette @
turley.com, or call 967-3505. Corrections may also
be requested in writing at: Ware River News, Attn:
Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069/

Deslauriers
scholarship
applications
available

WARE - Applications
for the Michael H.
Deslauriers Scholarship are
now available at your high
school’s guidance office.

The committee will
award the Michael H.
Deslauriers Scholarship to
a graduating senior resid-
ing in the town of Ware,
regardless of the school dis-
trict they attend.

To apply for this schol-
arship, a copy of your
school transcript and a
completed application,
which is available at your
school’s guidance office,
must be submitted by May
1.

Please mail to Ware
AMVETS Post 2577, c/o
Richard Rucki, 8 First
Avenue, Ware, MA 01082.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their
names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

News digs into its submitted

Each week the Ware River

photo archives and selects
a people photo to publish.
We need your help to help

identify those pictured.

File Photo

Last week’s photo from 2022
showed volunteers at the
Lucy Stone Park Easter egg
hunt. Shown from left were,
Tim O’Brien, Glenn Bastion,
Diane Banfield (kneeling),
Harriet O’Brien, Cindy Baxter,
and Town Administrator Jim
Ferrera. Two unidentified
members of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints are shown standing
behind Banfield.

Ware launches Mill-Health
District Plan and invites input

WARE - The Town of

redeveloping underutilized

Stakeholders can

Ware is launching a new sites, including opportuni- participate by
planning initiative aimed at ties for housing, commer- visiting: tinyurl.com/
shaping the future of one cial activity, and mixed-use WareCrowdsourceMap

of the community’s most
important redevelopment
areas.

The Ware Mill-Health
District Plan will focus on
the area stretching from the
historic Millyard along East
Main Street to the former
Mary Lane Hospital site
on South Street, two key
properties with significant
potential for revitalization.

Working with plan-
ning consultants from
BSC Group, the town will
develop a conceptual dis-
trict redevelopment plan
to identify opportunities
for revitalization, eco-
nomic development, and
improved community con-
nections within the district.
The project is supported
through a technical assis-
tance grant administered by
MassDevelopment through
the Commonwealth’s
Community One-Stop for
Growth program.

The planning effort
will explore strategies for

development that could
help strengthen Ware’s
downtown and surrounding
neighborhoods. The study
will also analyze existing
conditions, infrastructure,
environmental consider-
ations, and market potential
to guide future investment
in the district.

Crowdsource Map
and district tour

A key component of
the project is community
engagement. Town officials
and the project team are
inviting residents, business-
es, property owners, and
other stakeholders to share
their ideas about how the
area should evolve.

The project team has
launched an interactive
Crowdsource Map where
community members can
submit ideas, comments,
and suggestions directly
tied to locations within the
District.

The map allows users
to highlight areas where
improvements are need-
ed, identify redevelopment
opportunities, and share
ideas for how the district
could better serve the com-
munity.

Additionally, a walk-
ing tour of the district with
staff from the town and
BSC Group has been sched-
uled for Saturday morning,
April 18. Please stay tuned
for additional details to
come regarding this public
engagement event.

Planning for the future

The Ware Mill-Health
District Plan will culminate
in a conceptual redevelop-
ment plan and implementa-
tion strategies that provide
the town with a roadmap for
revitalizing the area. The
plan will outline potential
development opportunities,
infrastructure improve-

Please see HEALTH, page 3
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www.lintonseptic.com
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Submitted Photo

A look back on
winter’s past

This past winter was one of the cold-
est and snowiest on record in recent
years, and brought back memories
of the winter 15 years ago, which
started with an intense and debilitat-
ing snowstorm around Halloween.
The area was plagued by downed
tree limbs and lengthy power outag-
es. The accumulation of snow over
the winter also caused many home-
owners to experience the threat of
ice dams, an accumulation of ice
that forms along the edge of the
roof, blocking the melting snow
from draining properly, and leading
to water damage inside the home.
Ware resident Gladys Boss shared a
photo taken of her holding a piece
of a massive ice dam that formed
on her house during the winter 15
years ago, after it was chopped off
by a roofing company. Boss said the
ice dam resembled a column of the

Roman Forum.

KR

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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‘Silents are Golden’ returns
to Stone Church April 11

HARDWICK - The
9th “Silents Are Golden”
concert featuring Charlie
Chaplin’s “The Gold Rush”
(1925) with live improvised
accompaniment by organ-
ist Peter Krasinski will be
held on Saturday, April 11
at 7 p.m. on the Gilbertville
Johnson & Son pipe
organ at the Stone Church
Cultural Center, 283 Main
St., Gilbertville.

This performance is
sponsored by the Friends of
the Stone Church.

Organist, conductor and
music educator Krasinski is
broadly recognized for his
imaginative and energetic
performances. Winner of
First Prize in Improvisation
from the American Guild
of Organists National
Competition, he is known
worldwide for his unique
accompaniment to classic
silent films.

The “Gold Rush” takes
viewers to the Klondike,
Alaska where a comedy
unfolds amid harsh con-
ditions. Writer, producer,
director and leading actor
Charlie Chaplin plays his
“Little Tramp.”

The film also stars
Georgia Hale, Mack
Swain, Tom Murray, Henry
Bergman and Malcolm
Waite. It is the fifth-highest
grossing silent film in cine-
ma history.

Variety called “The

Gold Rush” “the greatest
and most elaborate come-
dy ever filmed.” The New
York Times called it “the
outstanding gem of all of
Chaplin’s pictures, as it has
more thought and origi-
nality than even such mas-
terpieces of mirth as ‘The
Kid’ and ‘Shoulder Arms’.”

Krasinski is House
Organist of the Providence
Performing Arts Center,
Principal Organist at
Mechanics Hall, Organist
of the Basilica of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help, Boston,
Organist at First Church
of Christ, Scientist in
Providence, Rhode Island,
and accompanist at Beth El
Temple Center in Belmont.

All concerts at the Stone
Church are free to those
under 18.

Tickets are $20 per
person and holders of the
Massachusetts Card to
Culture may request up
to two free tickets at the
box office for any ticket-
ed concert on the concert
day, or may make a reser-
vation by email to events@
FriendsoftheStoneChurch.
org.

Partial support for the
2025-2026 concert season
has been provided by the
Mass Cultural Council.
Support for spring con-
certs, including free com-
munity concerts, has been
received.

'People, Pets, and Prized Possessions’

Ware artist
featured at gallery
show

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD -
Ware artist John Collins will
have his debut show “People,
Pets, and Prized Possessions”
at West Brookfield Art &
Frame Gallery, 10 East Main
St., this month, with an open-
ing reception on Friday, April
17 from 5-7 p.m.

The reception will include
wine, cheese, and friendly fel-
lowship. All are welcome to
attend.

Collins said he joined the
gallery, owned by Rebecca
Fay, a year ago and that he
was excited to display his
work in this solo show.

Collins is relatively new to
the art world, deciding to pur-
sue his childhood passion and
see where he could go with it.
In a short time, he has already
been recognized for his talent
in some prestigious shows.

“It’s like my retirement
purpose. When you retire you
should have something to do
with your time,” he said.

Collins started taking
oil painting classes with his
mentor Roc Goudreau at
Workshop13 in Ware. He has
also been taking virtual class-
es with painter Victor Wang.

“Roc has shepherded me
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Submitted Photo

Ware artists John Collins is shown working on a portrait of

his dog.

along the path,” Collins said.

Both of these teachers
have taught him different
techniques with oil painting,
which Collins has put to use
to create stunning portraits of
the things that inspire him.
These subjects are primarily
people, pets and prized pos-
sessions.

“It’s got to be something
that gets my juices flowing,”
he said. “People, pets...a lot
of pets.”

Collins is currently work-
ing on a painting by incor-
porating Wang’s techniques,
which is a portrait of his
Golden Retriever exiting the
waters of Beaver Lake.

Collins’ other focus for his
artwork is cars.

“I’ve always liked cars,”
he said. “My dad was the one
that got me into cars.”

Collins has created about
30 portraits of cars, main-
ly on commission. His own

Porsche is the subject of
many of his paintings, includ-
ing his largest one featuring
his car on Turn 14 at Palmer
Motorsports Park.

“One of my muses is my
car,” he said.

His first portrait of his
Porsche was awarded the
Porsche Family Award for
Excellence by the designer of
his car.

“He chose my piece,
which was kind of a
moment,” Collins said.

At the show, Collins will
also feature his series of
paintings of cars featured in
movies, including “Back to
the Future”, “Transformers”
and “Thelma & Louise”. He
is planning to continue adding
to the series by painting the
cars from “Ferris Bueller’s
Day Off” and “Smokey and
the Bandit”.

Collins will also display
his 3D work in the form of
bronze sculptures.

Collins has captured
the likeliness of some well-
known local figures, includ-
ing Goudreau and Chris
DiMarzio, two of the found-
ers of Workshopl13, and the
late Dr. PJ McDonald, who
was the long-time headmaster
of Eagle Hill School.

The busts of Goudreau
and DiMarzio both received
awards at recent shows.

“I'm very proud of those
two pieces,” he said.

Please see GALLERY
SHOWS, page 11
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the principal back in for the
fire truck.

Select Board Vice-Chair
William Tinker wanted to
discuss the terms of the truck
regarding the lending portion.

The board wanted to make
a decision for this coming
fiscal year. According to
Korzec, the decision is “do
you wish top pay down any
of the principal.”

Tinker believes the loan
itself is around seven to
eight years long. Both the
Select Board and Finance
Committee moved forward
by discussing the Highway
Department budget and the
Fire Department budget.

Both groups began
going over the Highway
Department and were joined
by Highway Superintendent,
Martin Gryszowka. While
going over a line of high-
way department items, it was

noted that the superintendent
salary is a contracted posi-

tion.

Gryszowka talked about
various items that make up
his department’s budget,
including budgets for labor-
ers, mowing, seasonal help,
and overtime. The Highway
Superintendent had his
mower budgeted at a lower
amount that what was shown
on the sheets provided to the
Select Board and Finance
Committee.

Both boards, the Highway
Superintendent, and the
Town Administrator went
over what was requested and
what has been recommend-
ed. Gryszowka read that the
mower/laborer position is
listed as a full-time position,
40 hours a week, and at the
amount of $43,915.08. This
amount is $15,000 less than
what was originally said.

The Highway Department
is going up to $20,000 for

overtime, $35,000 for
expenses, and snow and ice
labor is budgeted at $12,000.
Gryszowka talked about how
busy the town was this past
winter and maintaining the
roads while handling snow
and ice. The numbers for
next winter are unknown,
according to Gryszowka.

“You don’t know what
you’re going to pay next
year”, Gryszowka said when
it comes to doing these bud-
gets.

The amount of $55,000
was mentioned and seemed
to be a decent amount
according to the Select Board
and the Finance Committee.

The Highway Department
has also seen increases
in fuel, road and machin-
ery maintenance, and parts.
It is a big expense, but the
Highway Department needs
to fuel for operations. The
Select Board and the Finance
Committee want to put

HEALTH from page 2

ments, and next steps to help
position the district for long-
term growth and investment.
Town officials encourage
residents, business owners,

property owners, and com-
munity organizations to par-
ticipate and help shape the
future of this important area.

Questions or comments
Contact Paralee Smith,

Director of Planning &
Community Development for
the Town of Ware by email-
ing psmith@townofware.
com or calling 413-967-9648
extension 118.

« Small Class Sizes

HADLEY ELEMENTARY

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS 2026-2027

Hadley Public Schools grades PK-12 is now accepting
School Choice Applications.

They can be found at www.hadleyschools.org.
The cut-off date for applications is April 15th.
Hadley Public Schools offers the following advantages:

HOPKINS ACADEMY
« Small Class Sizes

o Art, Band, Chorus
o Tech & Makerspace Lab

o Advanced Course Offerings
o AP, PLTW, Early College

» World Language Lab

¢ 7:30am Homework support (free)

o Afterschool Clubs: Newspaper,
Equestrian, Board Games

« Inclusive Special Ed Services

« Career Pathways in:
Business & Finance, Clean Energy,
Manufacturing & Engineering,
Information Sciences, Social Assistance

& Health Care, Life Sciences

« New Playgrounds « Extracurricular Offerings: Athletics,
« Project Lead the Way Band, Chorus, Drama, Equestrian,
distinguished school Leadersblp ) )
N ) « Internships, Service Learning
O,p en spots in grades K-2. « Travel Opportunities
Limited spots grades 3-5.
Grade 6 closed. Grades 7-12 open.

a good placeholder for the
department, so they don’t go
over budget.

Parts are expensive and
the Highway Superintendent
mentioned prices for hydrau-
lics, water pumps, and tires.
Gryszowka did discuss
Chapter 90 money being
used to help with the roads.
The town can use those funds
to buy equipment, but the
funds are based on miles and
population.

The next line of items
discussed is for the Fire
Department. Joining the
Select Board and the Finance
Committee is Acting Fire
Chief, Nick Gaumond.
Town Administrator Justine
Caggiano mentioned these
budgeted items were done
by the previous Fire Chief
before he left.

To date, the Fire
Department is at 70% with

the budget. Gaumond said
there are no salaries listed
for lieutenant and captains.
There is also no deputy
fire chief as well. The Fire
Equipment Maintenance bud-
get is at 92% as of April 6.

There was a discussion
about fire hydrants and how
there are some that should
be replaced as they’re from
the 1960s. The town did
receive a grant for hydrants.
Gaumond said that the
hydrant repairs already com-
pleted came out of the fire
equipment maintenance bud-
get.

Before wrapping up
the discussion on the Fire
Department, the Select Board
and Finance Committee
asked the Fire Chief if the
department had any capital
needs. Gaumond said there
aren’t any capital projects in
the coming year, but one that

could be done in the next five
years.

The Fire Department is
looking into a new vehicle,
due to one truck getting up
there in age. The Chief also
received quotes for replac-
ing the flooring at the fire
station. Select Board Clerk
Jeffrey Schaaf wanted to
make sure the figures for the
budget are realistic going for-
ward.

“Make sure we have real-
istic figures here,” Schaaf
said.

Gaumond also thought
it’d be best to enroll funds for
fire labor for some flexibil-
ity just in case any projects
come up and the Chief can
pay for the labor.

The next Select Board
meeting will be on Monday,
April 13 at 6:30 p.m.
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By Ellenor Downer

Eastern
Phoebe

on March 28, my first

sighting of 2026.

The Eastern Phoebe
is a plump songbird with
a medium-length tail. It
appears large-headed for a
bird of its size. The head
often appears flat on top,
but phoebes sometimes
raise the feathers up into a
peak. Like most small fly-
catchers, they have short,
thin bills used for catching
insects. The Eastern Phoebe
slightly larger than a tufted
titmouse.

The Eastern Phoebe is
brownish-gray above and
off-white below, with a
dusky wash to the sides of
the breast. The head is typi-
cally the darkest part of the
upper parts. Birds in fresh
fall plumage show faint yel-
low on the belly and whit-
ish edging on the folded
wing feathers.

The Eastern Phoebe
generally perches low
in trees or on fence lines.
Phoebes are very active,
making short flights to cap-
ture insects and very often
returning to the same perch.
They make sharp “peep”
calls in addition to their
familiar “Phoebe” vocal-
izations. When perched,
Eastern Phoebes wag their
tails down and up frequent-
ly.

These birds favor open
woods such as yards, parks,
woodlands and woodland
edges. Phoebes usually
breed around buildings or
bridges on which they con-
struct their nests under the
protection of an eave or
ledge.

Isaw an Eastern Phoebe

Bring in bird feeders

The Allen Bird Club of
Springfield reminds area
residents that early spring
means hungry bears. If
people enjoy feeding birds
during the winter, it’s
now time to bring feeders
in at night or to put them
away entirely until next
December. Black bears
have an excellent memo-
ry and will return to feed-
ers where they find easy
meals. When that happens,
bears can become a nui-
sance. FYI, over 50 million
Americans purchase more
than one billion pounds of
bird seed and suet annually.

An excellent way to
feed birds year-round is
by planting native fruit
and seed bearing plants
that provide food for wild-
life. The Cornell Lab of
Ornithology’s new citizen
science initiative, Garden
for Birds, offers region-
ally-tailored tips on the
best plants to choose to
help struggling wildlife
to thrive. This program is
free and participation can
be cancelled at any time.
Information on how to turn
a yard into a bird-support-
ing habitat can be found by
visiting gardenforbirds.org.

Common mergansers

My husband and 1
saw the male and female
Common Merganser diving
in cedar Lake Sturbridge
in between the ice on
Thursday, March 19. They
were beautiful.

Brimfield birds

I received an email from
a Brimfield resident. He
said, “In my last email I had
reported a broad-winged
hawk seen in the yard. I
later was looking at some
photographs I had taken of
the bird and discovered I
was wrong, the bird was a
red-shouldered hawk. Also it
would have been very early
for a broad-wing.”

He saw crows, blue jays
and a red-shouldered hawk
on his trail camera as well
as raccoons and an opos-
sum.

He also has eight gold-
finch visiting regularly. He
said, “For most of the winter
we have only seen one or
two at the feeders. One was
starting to show some yel-
low plumage.”

He puts out a coffee can
of whole peanuts every day
in a tray. He said, “Blue
jays, titmice and an occa-
sional red-bellied wood-
pecker take the peanuts that
are usually gone within a
couple of hours. Lately the
peanuts have been lasting
two or three days and I hav-
en’t seen any blue jays.” He
also noted it is “A sign of
spring, the chipmunks are
out and about and the daf-
fodil leaves have started to
emerge, hooray.”

Goldfinches

I received an email from
a Worthington resident. He
said, “Around mid-February
each year my bird feeders
are inundated by a flock or
maybe flocks of goldfinch-
es in their drab winter col-
orations. It’s amazing how
many flit in and out of my
feeders. And, when the
goldfinches come, they are
joined by an equally large
flock of pine siskins. They
must travel together and
they look somewhat simi-
lar since the goldfinch-
es aren’t yet sporting their
bright yellow colors. They
usually hang around for a
month or so and then move
on further North.” He said,
“I enjoy watching them at
the feeders, the few who
decide to spend the summer
in Western Massachusetts.”

Bluebirds

I received an email from
a Hampden resident, who
shared video from a blink
camera she installed inside
her bluebird house in 2025.
She placed the camera in
the birdhouse to keep track
of activity and this resulted
in two broods of bluebirds
successfully hatching and
fledging a total of eight
young. She said, “The cam-
era helped to keep the spar-
rows from establishing a
nest and gave us close ups of
the bluebird families.” She
also said, “Once September
rolled around, it was time to
clean and sanitize the bird-
house. However, a downy
woodpecker found it was a
fine place to spend the night.
He has continued arriving
at sundown and leaving at
sunrise the next day. The
bluebirds sometimes stop
by during the day possi-
bly checking it out for their
future nest.” She said, “Our
hope is the bluebirds return
this spring and don’t have
issues with the woodpecker
as well as the sparrows.”

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005. The Palmer office
has a new phone system and
I will be getting an extension
where messages may be left.
I will publish the number as
soon as it is set up.

The ins and outs of forsythia

ach year as forsythia
Eburst into bloom, I am
reminded of my dad.

You see, this spring har-
binger always blooms right
around his birthday. This
year would’ve been a mon-
umental one, as he
would have celebrat-
ed 100 years!

Although most
landscape profes-
sionals aren’t all that
fond of forsythia, it
holds a special place
in my heart. When it
is in full bloom our
eyes are lifted away
from the still drab
lawn and the bare borders to
bask at its branches of yellow
flowers.

If you are lucky enough
to have forsythia growing
in your yard, perhaps you
will find the following facts
interesting, straight from the
archives.

Forsythia can be forced
into bloom indoors. While
it is a little late in the sea-
son to fully appreciate this
technique, it can easily be
achieved now.

As long as temperatures
are above freezing, you
can harvest the branches.
Simply prepare them as you
would any other cut flow-
er by removing side shoots
that would be under water in
the vase. Fill the vase with
hot water and just prior to
insertion recut the end of the
stem on a 45 degree angle to
expose as much surface area
as possible.

We use hot water because
it will move through the
plant’s vascular system
quickly, hydrating it fully.

Place the vase in indi-
rect, bright light, and change
the water a couple of times
a week. Expect blooms in a

matter of days this time of
year; if you harvest stems in
early March it will take a bit
longer to enjoy the flowers.
Forsythia buds are ten-
der. While the shrub itself is
hardy to Zone 4, the buds are

*

of years to recover from that
approach.

Sometimes you see for-
sythia pruned into balls or
stiff hedges. While some
homeowners consider this
look appealing, I like to see

the bush a little less
tame. It’s also hard
to guarantee flowers
throughout such a mani-
cured shape; sometimes

! part will bloom and the
rest will be just foliage.
Kind of a weird look.

reliably hardy to only Zone
5

After an especially cold
winter you may see forsyth-
ia in half-bloom! The tops
of the shrub may be devoid
of blossoms, but the bottom
chock-full. This generally
happens because the lower
portion of the shrub was
insulated under a snow bank
or leaf mound.

Likewise, the blossoms
are also tender — sometimes
reduced to mush the morning
after a hard freeze.

Forsythia flowers are
borne on the previous year’s
wood. With that in mind,
prune as soon as possible
after flowering.

Simply cut the oldest
stems all the way down to
the ground. You can safely
remove up to one-third of
the bush in a single pruning
session. New growth will
emerge over the summer and
provide blossoms for next
season.

While some books recom-
mend cutting overgrown for-
sythias down to the ground
completely, in my experi-
ence, this advice is drastic.
The plant will need a couple

Propagating forsyth-
ias is easy! Do you want
more of a good thing?
Try layering your for-

sythias. Take a long, pliable
branch and bend it to the
ground a foot or so from the
main plant. Cover the bend
with soil and secure it with
a brick or heavy stone. In a
few months’ time it will root,
and by the following spring
the new plant can easily be
separated from its mother.

Forsythia is easily grown.
Perhaps this is why we see so
many forsythias in the land-
scape.

While it will undoubtedly
bloom best in full sun, once
established, it can tolerate
all but the driest of soils and
adapts to a range in pH. Also,
it is bothered by few pests or
diseases.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing

food as well as flowers. Have

a question for her? Email
it to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.
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By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I will be 65 in October
and I am working full-time.
My goal is to work until
age 67, which is my Full
Retirement Age or until age
70.

I heard I have to apply
for Medicare Part A only. Is
this true or will I be penal-
ized? And do I have to go to
the Social Security office to
do this or can I do it online?
And then will they be still
giving me my Medicare
through the next five years of
working or do I have to pay
for something? I will have
my own healthcare insur-
ance. Thank you for your
help.

Signed: Confused

Dear Confused:

There are two things you
should be aware of:

You do not need to claim
Social Security benefits when
you enroll in Medicare

You do not need to enroll
in Medicare at age 65 if you
have “creditable” healthcare
coverage from your employ-
er, “creditable” is a group
plan with at least 20 partici-
pants.

Thus, it is perfectly okay
for you to delay taking your
Social Security benefits until
age 67 (your SS full retire-
ment age) or even until age
70 when you will get the
maximum SS benefit you are
entitled to. And if you now
have “creditable” healthcare
coverage from your employ-
er, you can delay enrolling
in Medicare until such time
as your employer’s health-
care coverage ends. When
you stop working, you will
enter a Medicare Special
Enrollment Period, during
which you can enroll in
Medicare without incurring a
Late Enrollment Penalty.

Whenever you decide to
enroll in Medicare or Social

I'll be 65 soon and
am working. Must |
enroll in Medicare?

Security, you will not need
to visit your local SSA office
to do so. You can enroll in
Medicare either online at
www.ssa.gov/medicare/
sign-up or you can call SSA
at 1-800-772-1213 to make
an appointment to enroll in
Medicare on the telephone.
Similarly, when you
are ready to claim Social
Security, you can do so
online at www.ssa.gov/apply
or you can call 1-800-772-
1213 to make an appoint-
ment to apply for SS over
the phone. To apply online,
however, you should first cre-
ate your personal “my Social
Security” online account at
www.ssa.gov/myaccount.
Creating your online SS
account now at age 65 will
facilitate later online enroll-
ment and will also provide
you with an estimate of your
SS benefit amounts at various

Please see SSI, page 6
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Quaboag students enjoyed visit to Washington D.C.

WARREN - Recently the major-
ity of the eighth grade class and 20
ninth graders, for a total of about 100
Quaboag Regional Middle High School
students, attended the Washington D.C.
trip.

The group left on coach buses from
Quaboag early Tuesday morning and
returned to Quaboag late Friday night.
In between the long bus rides were lots
of educational tours, sight seeing, fun,
and creating lasting memories with
their friends in our nation’s capital.

The trip included visits to the
Smithsonian Museums, the White
House, a ghost walk in Alexandria,
the Holocaust Museum, the Capitol
Tour, and the National Archives.
After the tour of the Capitol, Quaboag
students were met on the steps by
Representative Richard Neal (D) First
Congressional District which includes
Warren and West Brookfield. Neal
spoke about how those serving in gov-
ernment should be in it for the common
good and stressed the need for unity as
a country.

Students then asked many thought-
ful questions and took a group photo
with their Congressman.

In the National Archives the stu-
dents got to see up close, in their pro-
tective cases, the original big three doc-
uments of America — the Declaration
of Independence, the Constitution,
and the Bill of Rights. The tour also
included visits and walks around all
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Quaboag Regional Middle High School students posed for a photo outside

the capital building in Washington D.C.

the major memorials and statues, such
as the Washington Monument, Lincoln
Memorial, MLK Jr statue, Vietnam
Wall, and the Korean War Memorial.

A highlight for the students was the
evening dinner cruise on the Potomac,
which included dinner and dancing.
Two other school groups were also on
this large boat with Quaboag, yet it

was the students from the ‘Boag that
dominated the dance floor and had the
best time.

After a final morning at the
Smithsonian Zoo, which included see-
ing the famous pandas, the students
boarded the buses for the trip back to
Quaboag tired but with lasting memo-
ries of a fun, safe, and successful trip.

Town Election to be held May 5

WARREN - Town Clerk,
Laura J. Stockley said the
Town Election will be held on

term; and Housing Authority,
two-year term.
The Quaboag Regional

Earth Day community
cleanup to be held April 25

WARREN - The annu-

at Warren Community

Tuesday, May 5.

Appearing on the ballot
will be the following:

Moderator, three-year term;
Selectman, three-year term;
Board of Health, three-year
term; Assessor, three-year
term; Park Commissioner,
three-year term; Cemetery
Commissioner, three-year
term; Sewer Commissioner,
three-year term; Planning
Board, five-year term;
Housing Authority, five-year

School District positions will
also be incorporated on the
Town Ballot. Two members
from the Town of Warren for a
three-year term and two mem-
bers from the Town of West
Brookfield for a three-year
term.

Last day to register to vote
before the Town Election is
Friday, April 24 from 9 a.m.-5
p-m. at the Town Clerk’s office
in the Shepard Municipal
Building.

al Warren-West Warren
Earth Day Community
Cleanup will be held on
Saturday, April 25 from
9 am.-1:30 p.m., with a
rain date of April 26.

Volunteers are needed,
from adults to teens and
supervised children. Help
to keep your town clean
and beautiful.

Pick up your bags
and street assignment

Elementary School’s cir-
cle parking lot the day
of the event at 8:45 a.m.
Volunteers can register
at https://forms.office.
com/r/puDfQSQOmf.
Registration is also
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Sewer Commission
reviewed capital
projects, ATM articles

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN - The Sewer
Commission discussed capital
projects and articles for the
Annual Town Meeting during
their March 24 meeting.

Sewer Chief Operator,
Scott Urban, had some poten-
tial projects in mind, includ-
ing one for Capital Planning.

One of the plans is to
replace a pickup truck with a
crane on it. This crane truck’s
age is anywhere from 2009-
2011 and has over 68,000
miles on it.

The Sewer Commissioners
and Town Administrator
James Ferrera believe this
could be a potential project
for Capital Planning that can
be reviewed again sometime
in the next couple of years.
Urban currently uses a truck
from 2017.

The other project is a bar
rack or bar screen. This was
a proposal made by Tighe &
Bond.

Urban said he is waiting
on another quote for this proj-
ect. Ferrera asked the Chief
Operator if he could get a
ballpark quote for the labor
for the bar rack. Urban agreed
to investigate that further.

Ferrera believes he can
possibly get these projects
in, but believes the truck
may already be on a Capital
Planning list. According to
the Town Administrator there
hasn’t been a clear clarifica-

tion to use some capital plan-
ning funds for sewer.

Ferrera suggested that the
Sewer Commission may want
to establish a capital stabili-
zation account. The Sewer
Commissioners are also wait-
ing until their retained earn-
ings are clear and certified.
The best time to set up an
account would be at the fall
special town meeting.

Sewer Commission Chair
Travis Baker asked his fel-
low commissioners if there
are “any directed projects
we definitely need to get
done.” After discussing
their retained earnings, the
Commissioners want to know
if they have to cover any gaps
and see if there are any crit-
ical needs regarding sewer
projects.

According to Urban, noth-
ing seems to stand out.

The Sewer Commission
used approximately $90,000
from retained earnings last
year. This also prompted the
Sewer Commission to also
discuss whether or not they
need to go up in billing for
fees.

The Sewer Commission
know they don’t want to pull
funds from retained earnings
to make their budget work.
Ferrera will draft an article
for the Sewer Commission
but he wants to confirm num-
bers for the article before the
warrant goes to print. The
Annual Town Meeting for
Warren is on June 11.

available at warren-ma.
gov under “Parks &
Recreation Commission.”
This cleanup is spon-
sored by the Parks and
Recreation Commission.

Scan this QR Code
to register for
Warren Community
Earth Day Cleanup

WARREN from page 1

Warren in a position where
the town would have to do an
override in the future.

Option Two is reconfigur-
ing the elementary schools.
This would have WBES
host grades kindergarten,
first, second, and third grade
and Warren Community
Elementary School hosting
grades four, five, and six. This
would bring Warren’s total
budget to an 8.89% increase
from last year’s budget.

A lot of difficult decisions
are being considered. When
it comes to voting on what
to do, Dufresne mentioned
that “people tend to vote with
emotion.”

West Brookfield is in a dif-
ficult situation from a finan-
cial standpoint, but many
residents, during the budget
informational meeting at
Quaboag on March 23, spoke
highly of the elementary
school and how it has served
the community.

There is a lot to consider
regarding the school. There
have been concerns raised
about an increase in class-
room sizes and for Warren
there is a consideration of tax
rates. There are a lot of resi-
dents in town that are on fixed
incomes.

Enrollment is also a factor
regarding the school budget.
Enrollment in the schools has
gone down over the years.
Fire Chief Adam Lavoie com-
mented that there were about

600 students from when he
first started working in the
town.

The Selectmen agreed that
Option One, the level ser-
vice budget, would hurt both
towns financially. For Two
and Three, the Selectmen
want to understand the out-
comes of each option. Both
Warren and West Brookfield
share the school district, and
the board feels Warren has
financed the town wisely in
recent years.

A decision can be made
once Warren knows the out-
come of the May 5 West

Brookfield Town Election.

“Know what they’re going
to vote for,” said Selectmen
Chair Richard Eichacker.

The Selectmen would like
to see if the school or the
superintendent could provide
a detailed budget that result-
ed in the numbers that were
provided to them. From the
board’s standpoint, they can
make recommendations as
they review the numbers for
the budget presented to them.

The warrant will be closed
soon as the Annual Town
Meeting will be held on June
11.

WER
K, $,

At

>
&
N

11'4)' 500

Operating Since 1965

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

Sat., April 4th
CLOSED
Sat., April 11th ~ 9am-1pm
WORK DAY & KIDS ON TRACK
Sat., April 11th ~ 9am-noon
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT SALE
West Hartford, CT

Sat., April 18th & 25th ~ 9am-1pm
WORK DAYS

(413) 267-4555

f

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

(o)

Nesco SaLes™e-

We Make It Easy For You!

RS #1688

¢ (Collision Specialists

¢ Free Estimates (By Appointment)

89 1~ State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

413-283-6403

¢ We Help with Insurance Claims!
¢ Expert Color Matching

Executive Assistant
position

The Board of Selectmen
began their April 2 meeting
by discussing the potential
appointment of Christina
Havens to the position of
Executive Assistant to the
Town Administrator and the
Board of Selectmen. Havens
attended the meeting in per-
son and is one of five candi-
dates that were interviewed

for the job.

Ferrera said this has been
a “very competitive process”
to fill the Executive Assistant
position and all candidates
were impressive. Havens
appeared to be the best candi-
date for the position and was
brought forward for consid-
eration.

Havens has a degree from
Elms College and was work-
ing for a law firm based out

of Connecticut. Havens is
based out of Brookfield, but
is originally from Warren and
lived in town for 10 years.

The Selectmen moved to
vote and appointed Havens to
the Executive Assistant posi-
tion and to authorize a wage
at Step 2, Grace C on the
wage scale.

If You Want
To Rehang
A Banner,

Suggested $30
Donation

Name

HOME TOWN HERO

Pole Banners
to Honor Ware Veterans

WARE. MASSACHUSETTS
=Hometorwn = eroes
—

John W. Doe

Uinited SHates = Ly

Name of Veteran

Branch of Service

Cost is $75 per side « Limited Quantity
Make Checks payable to Biztek Printing

Sponsor Information

Address

Email

Phone

For more information contact Dan Flynn
413-297-5886 « email:dflynn@turley.com
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Editor’s Note:
People in this coun-

Ware Police Log

During the week of
April 1-7, the Ware Police
Department responded to
17 miscellaneous calls, 26
administrative calls, 11 traf-
fic violations, nine emergen-
cy 911 calls, seven harass-
ments/stalks/threats, one
trespass, four thefts/larce-
nies, one disturbance, three
assist other agencies, five
motor vehicle accidents, two
animal calls and 34 motor
vehicle stops in the town of
Ware.

Wednesday, April 1

10:40 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Webster Road,
Dispatch Handled

4:23 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

4:30 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, West Street, Assist
Given

6:08 p.m. Traffic
Violation/Hazard, Fisherdick
Road, Investigated

Thursday, April 2
1:39 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, West Street, Assist
Given
2:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, North Street, Advised

3:36 p.m. Motor
Vehicle Crash, West Street,
Investigated

10:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Crescent Street,
Citation/Warning Issued

10:14 p.m. Theft/

Larceny, West Street, Report
Made

Friday, April 3

11:05 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, West Street,
Advised

1:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, Palmer Road,
Services Rendered

3:14 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Monson Turnpike
Road, No Action Required

4:45 p.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, River Road,
Investigated

5:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Street, Arrest
Made

6:41 p.m. Traffic
Violation/Hazard, East Main
Street, Investigated

Saturday, April 4

2:12 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Palmer Road,
Advised

3:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, North Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

10:26 a.m. Suspicious
Package, Osborne Road,
Investigated

12:19 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Advised

12:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, North Street, Services
Rendered

3:03 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Old Belchertown
Road, Advised

3:56 p.m. Harassment/

Open burning permits
available online only

WARE - Open burn-
ing season is open now
through April 30, during
the hours of 10 a.m.-4
p.m.

Permits will be avail-
able online only at ware.
firepermits.com. In order
to obtain a burning per-
mit, please go to ware.
firepermits.com and regis-
ter for the site.

If you are already reg-
istered for the site from
last year’s season, you
only need to log in and

Hardwick

apply for a 2026 burn per-
mit.

Please make sure you
link your bank account
for UniPay for a smooth-
er process. The bank
requires time to process
your payment and your
permit will be inactive
until payment is approved.

Cash will not be
accepted at the fire station
for a burn permit. All pro-
cessing fees are required
through the online web-
site.

Police Log

try are presumed to be
innocent until found
guilty in a court of
law. Police provide us
with the information
you read on this page
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any
suspect listed here is
found not guilty or has
charges dropped or
reduced, we will gladly
print that information
as a follow-up upon
being presented with
documented proof of the
court’s final disposition.

Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

4:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, North Street, Services
Rendered

7:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Sunday, April 5

1:20 a.m. Theft/Larceny,
Main Street, Assist Given

1:55 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

4:39 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, West Street,
Investigated

9:29 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, West Street,
Investigated

Monday, April 6

2:59 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Otis Avenue,
Unfounded

6:55 a.m. Theft/Larceny,
South Street, Report Made

8:04 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, West Street,
Services Rendered

10:54 a.m. Assault,
Pleasant Street, Services
Rendered

12:02 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

1:14 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Valley View,
Services Rendered

5:47 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
West Street, Advised

Tuesday, April 7
1:55 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, West Street,
Services Rendered
2:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Pleasant Street,
Citation/Warning Issued

During the week of March
30-April 6, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police
Department responded to
56 building/property checks,
34 directed/area patrols, 24
radar assignments, two traf-
fic controls, 11 emergency
911 calls, 10 citizen assists,
one assist other agency,
five complaints, one safety
hazard, one fire, one motor
vehicle investigation, one
larceny/theft, one fraud, one
vandalism, two scams, one
motor vehicle accident, three
animal calls and 13 motor
vehicle stops in the town of
Hardwick.

Monday, March 30

10:40 a.m. 911 Fire/
Other, Hardwick Road,
Removed Hazard

11:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Hardwick Road,
Written Warning

1:37 p.m. Parking
Complaint, Ruggles Hill
Road, Spoken To

6:06 p.m. 911 Larceny/
Theft/Shoplifting, Barre
Road, Officer Handled

Tuesday, March 31

12:23 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Main Street,
Transported to Hospital

7:55 a.m. Vandalism,
Main Street, Report Taken

8:49 a.m. Medical
Emergency, Prospect Street,
Transported to Hospital

10:13 a.m. 911 Welfare
Check, Jackson Road,
Transported to Hospital

12:36 p.m. Complaint,
Off Ruggles Street, Officer
Handled

3:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Lower Road, Written
Warning

Wednesday, April 1

9 a.m. Investigation, Pine
Street, Services Rendered

10:50 a.m. Suspicious
Activity, Mechanic Street,
Unfounded

1:48 p.m. Suspicious
Activity, Main Street,
Spoken To

3:21 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Services
Rendered

5:06 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Officer Handled

7 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Main Street,
Transported to Hospital

7:27 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Joslyn Road, Negative
Contact

9:07 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Turkey Street, Services
Rendered

Thursday, April 2

1:55 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Telephone, Officer
Handled

3:05 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Officer Handled

3:59 p.m. Fraud, Sullivan
Avenue, Services Rendered

7:04 p.m. Scam, Old
Petersham Road, Services
Rendered

10:38 p.m. Disturbance,
Main Street, Peace Restored

Friday, April 3
12:06 a.m. 911
Disturbance, Hardwick

Road, Officer Handled
6:28 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Officer Handled
9:57 a.m. Complaint,

Hardwick Road, Spoken To

10:41 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Hardwick Road,
Spoken To

1:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Barre Road, Written
Warning

3:54 p.m. Scam, Barre
Road, Investigated

4:11 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Officer Handled

6:02 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Hardwick Road, Officer
Handled

8:05 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Greenwich Road, Spoken To

Saturday, April 4

12:17 a.m. 911 Motor
Vehicle Crash, Greenwich
Road, Officer Handled

8 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Greenwich Road, Officer
Handled

10:42 a.m. Parking
Complaint, Main Street, No
Action Required

12:38 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Mechanic Street, Referred to
Other Agency

2:43 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Lower Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Lower Road, Written
Warning

11:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Main Street,
Officer Handled

Sunday, April 5
4:46 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Old Petersham
Road, Officer Handled

Monday, April 6
6:20 a.m. Complaint,
Upper Church Street, Officer
Handled

Warren Police Log

During the week of
March 15-21, the Warren
Police Department respond-
ed to 122 building/property
checks, 23 community polic-
ings, eight emergency 911
calls, two safety concerns,
one fraud/forgery, three com-
plaints, one smoke investi-
gation, one illegal dumping,
one larceny/theft, one motor
vehicle accident, five animal
calls and 24 motor vehicle
stops in the town of Warren.

Sunday, March 15

11:13 a.m. Safety
Concern, Coy Hill Road,
Prisoner Bailed

1:33 p.m. Sick/Unknown,
Main Street, Mutual Aid
Transport

3:11 p.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope,
Main Street, Transported to

Hospital

5:05 p.m. Smoke
Investigation, Dunham Road,
Investigated

5:18 p.m. Complaint,
Little Rest Road, Negative
Contact

Monday, March 16

9:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

10:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Citation
Issued

12:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

2:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Old West Brookfield
Road, Written Warning

4:23 p.m. Suspicious
Activity, Crescent Street,
Report Filed

6:41 p.m. Assist Other
Police Department, Old West
Brookfield Road, Report
Filed

Tuesday, March 17
1:37 a.m. Power Lines,

Keys Road, Investigated

1:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written

Warning

2:10 a.m.

Investigated

2:15 a.m. Power Lines,

Brimfield Road, Investigated
2:19 a.m.

Investigated

3:11 a.m. Power Lines,

Reed Street, Investigated

9:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Brimfield Road,

Stop,
Citation Issued

10:08 a.m. Assist Citizen,

Keys Road, Report Filed

6:08 p.m. Odor, Chapel

Street, Investigated

7:26 p.m. Suspicious

Person, Southbridge Road,
Officer Spoke to Party

Wednesday, March 18

6:48 a.m. Suspicious
Vehicle, Reed Street,
Unfounded

9:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Criminal

Complaint

10:09 a.m. Falls, Manning
Road, Transported to

Hospital
1:42 p.m. Complaint,

North Street, Officer/Chief

Advised
2:46 p.m. Safety Concern,

Southbridge Road, Report

Filed

4:18 p.m. Larceny or

Theft, Quaboag Street,
Report Filed

8:04 p.m. Breathing

Difficulty, Nelligan Terrace,
Transported to Hospital

11:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Criminal

Complaint

Thursday, March 19
12:29 a.m. Falls,

Mechanic Street, Ambulance

Signed Refusal

6:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle

Power
Lines, Southbridge Road,

Power
Lines, Southbridge Road,

Stop, Crouch Road, Criminal
Complaint

7:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Collision, Main Street,
Report Filed

1:45 p.m. Unwanted Party,
Main Street, Report Filed

3:46 p.m. Falls, Quaboag
Street, Ambulance Signed
Refusal

4:54 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Grove Street,
Report Filed

Friday, March 20

7:46 a.m. Overdose/
Poisoning, Old West Warren
Road, Ambulance Signed
Refusal

10:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Arrest(s)
Made

10:50 a.m. Fraud or
Forgery, Pulaski Street,
Officer/Chief Advised

12:13 p.m. Illegal
Dumping, Main Street,
Report Filed

3:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Ware Road, Criminal
Complaint

4:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

4:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Santos Road, Criminal
Complaint

5:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Criminal
Complaint

6:36 p.m. Assist Other
Police Department, Main
Street, Mutual Aid Assist

Saturday, March 21

3:02 p.m. Sick/
Unknown, Winthrop Terrace,
Transported to Hospital

7:33 p.m. Noise
Complaint, Old West Warren
Road, Report Filed

11:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

Recycling Center offers
bulk waste day April 18

HARDWICK - The
Hardwick Recycling Center,
2011 Barre Road, will hold
a Bulk Waste Collection
Event on Saturday, April 18
from 8 a.m.-noon.

This event is open to the
residents of Hardwick and
surrounding towns. A recy-
cling center sticker is not
required.

Please note, there are
fees per item charged to
cover the cost of hauling
and processing.

Prices are as follows:
mattress/waterbed mattress/
futon, $30; couch, $30;
sleeper sofa bed/pullout
couch, $40; loveseat/uphol-
stered chair, $25; pool table,
$25; wall unit cabinets, $20;
large entertainment cen-
ter, $20; sink, $15; ceiling

fan/upright fan/box fan,
$10; toilet, $20; carpeting/
foam carpet backing, $15;
kitchen/dining table, $15;
bookcase/bureau, $15; trash
compactor, $10; wood-
en chair/end table/coffee
table/night stand, $12; car
seat (baby/child), $7; bulk
Styrofoam (bagged), $5;
and suitcases, $5.

The staff and volunteers
reserve the right to price or
reject other items not listed
above accordingly on site.

For more information,
people can email recy-
cling @townofhardwick.com
or stop by the Hardwick
Recycling Center during
open hours. Volunteers are
also needed during the Bulk
Waste Collection Event.

CDBG from page 1

The Memorial Park proj-
ect is going to evaluate the
current conditions, and look
at “opportunities to improve
safety, accessibility, func-
tionality, and overall user
experience.”

The Barre Senior Center
Project will involve a design
study for building improve-
ments and construction, with
up to $25,000 allocated for
addressing accessibility.

The East Brookfield Town
Complex Playground project
will evaluate the current con-
ditions, look at alternative
designs, and prepare “bid-
ready plans for improve-
ments.”

The Selectmen signed
and approved the submission
of the application, which
O’Leary said is due April 21,
with award announcement
dates coming in the late sum-
mer or early fall.

SSI from page 4

ages — e.g., now at age 65,
at your FRA of 67 or at age
70. And that should help you
decide when it is best for you
to claim Social Security.

A few final points:

You should verify with
your employer’s health
insurance provider that they
don’t require you to enroll
in Medicare at age 65. Most
employer plans don’t, but
some do.

You don’t need to enroll
in Medicare Part A or Part B
now as long as your employ-
er’s coverage is creditable.
And it’s okay to enroll in
Medicare a couple of months
prior to your employer’s
creditable healthcare cover-
age ending when you stop
working, requesting that
your Medicare coverage
starts when your employ-
er’s healthcare ends. This
will ensure that there is no
gap in your healthcare cov-
erage. If your employer
coverage is creditable, you
will not suffer a Medicare

Late Enrollment Penalty for
enrolling after age 65.

If you claim Social
Security benefits at any time
prior to your FRA and are
still working, you will be
subject to Social Security’s
Annual Earnings Test, which
limits how much you can
earn before they take away
some of your benefits. The
AET lasts until you reach
your FRA (67), after which
you can earn as much as you
like without your SS benefits
being affected.

Whenever you claim your
Social Security benefits,
you will be required to take
Medicare Part A, which is
coverage for inpatient hospi-
talization services. Medicare
Part A is free because you
are also eligible for Social
Security. But you don’t need
to enroll in Part A at age 65
unless you also claim Social
Security.

Medicare Part B, which
is coverage for outpatient
healthcare services (doc-
tors, medical tests, etc.), is
optional if you have credit-
able employer coverage as

explained above. You do not
need to enroll in Medicare
Part B, for which there is a
monthly premium of $202.90
in 2026 until your employ-
er’s creditable healthcare
coverage ends, even if you
claim Social Security earlier.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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The “Fun, Fun, Fun” booth tempted stu-
dents to spend money on fun purchases.

CREDIT from page 1

nity volunteers.

“Take the opportunity to
talk to the volunteers and
get the most out of this,” she
said.

Gerulaitis has been a
strong supporter in teaching
financial literacy through her
role at Country Bank, espe-
cially to young people. She
has been active in support-
ing a bill that would make
financial literacy a manda-
tory graduation requirement
for high school students.

After receiving their
careers, salaries and stu-
dent loan debt, the students
visited the Credit booth to
get their randomly assigned
credit scores. A low credit
score can prevent the stu-
dents from qualifying for
purchases at the other booths.

“You’re going to see the
challenges and some of the
restrictions,” Gerulaitis said.

Luckily, at Credit for Life,
students can visit a booth
to answer financial literacy

questions to help raise their
credit score.

Belchertown High School
seniors Evan Perkins, Adam
O’Rourke and Thomas
Normandeau learned that a
good credit store can help
when financing the purchase
of a car, or finding a place
to live.

“Credit score mattered
more than I thought,” Perkins
said.

After finding housing,
transportation and insurance,
Perkins realized his salary
left him with a small budget
to purchase other essentials,
such as clothing.

“I should spend less
money on clothes,” he said.

Perkins selected a career
as a video production edi-
tor, which is something he
already has experience with
in real life, working with
a friend to shoot and edit
music videos.

O’ Rourke and
Normandeau also chose
careers similar to what they
will be pursuing after grad-

uation, as a linesmen and
plumber respectively.

“You’ve got to really
figure out your expenses,”
O’Rourke said. “Try to save
as much money as you can.”

O’Rourke added that food
cost a lot of money, and was
a greater expense than he
expected.

Normandeau said his
budget was impacted by
the vehicle he choose to
purchase, which was a less
cost-efficient truck.

Students were given
opportunities for “Fun,
Fun, Fun,” where they
could spend their money
on “wants” versus “needs,”
allowing them the chance to
budget for the exciting extras
in life, while still maintain-
ing their financial health.

The “Reality Check”
wheel of fortune had stu-
dents spinning to receive an
unexpected financial bur-
den, or blessing. They also
had chances to work part-
time jobs to help boost their
income and pay for their

Shed,, Pool &
Hot Tub Renrovals

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Anthun “Skip

wpvm‘)_\/
( 774)597 6500

Dlgltal Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

e Bobcat Work

e Lot Clearing

e Emergency Services
e Firewood $265/cord

McNeely Tree Service
Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
¢ 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693
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debts and expenses.

Other booths handled
housing, transportation,
insurance, furniture, utilities,
savings and retirement, food
and nutrition and clothing.

Ware High School seniors
Sophia Rheaume, Damian
Brace and Daniel Ramirez
all selected careers in health-
care, with Rheaume as a
psychologist, Brace as an
occupational therapist and
Ramirez as a pharmacist.

Brace and Ramirez decid-
ed to become roommates in
order to share living expens-
es.

Ware High School senior
Maia Lamothe selected a
career as an electrical engi-
neer, as it was the closest to
her future career as a chemi-
cal engineer.

Palmer High School
seniors Dylan Doherty,
Matthew Kirby and Gavin
Smola all selected careers as
accountants.

Smola said food and
housing were both large

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

LgWSR PRICES
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USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

LOIN

INFLATION

PORK
ASSORTED CHOPS.......csuues

31 %8

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS. ... 2219

USDA INSP.

SMOKED PICNIC

USDA INSP.

PORK SHOULDER ... 2202

SLICED (N OUR DELL
TURKEY BREAST......coumuusse

53%9

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PROVOLONE CHEESE........

PIG FEET$2|‘?>9

54%9

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN FEET .o 2

SALE DATES:

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

ROAST or STEAK

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF A

4/9/26-4/15/26

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Ware High School seniors Damian Brace and Daniel
Ramirez worked together to make living more affordable.

expenses in his budget,
and Doherty said having a
roommate saved him a lot of
money.

Kirby put his financial lit-
eracy to the test to raise his
575 credit score up to over
700.

This marks the 15th year
Country Bank has offered
Credit for Life to area
seniors, and the first year
for interim Superintendent
Michael Wood.

“It’s really important,”
Wood said.

Wood said the temptation
of spending can have a neg-
ative impact on many young
people, especially those on
their own for the first time.

“We have to understand
what they [the temptations]
are and how they impact our
credit for life,” he said.

About Country Bank

Established in 1850,
Country Bank has a rich
history of supporting per-
sonal and business banking

]
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Volunteers Amie Mirecki, Kathy Radisic and Donna
Holden helped staff the Clothing booth.

Jodie Gerulaitis, First Vice
President of Community
Relations at Country Bank,
welcomed students to
Credit for Life.

customers through financial
solutions with FDIC and DIF
insurance for added security.

Country Bank is a
full-service $2.2 billion
mutual community bank
serving Central and Western
Massachusetts with 16 bank-
ing centers and two busi-
ness offices in Ware, Palmer,
West Brookfield, Brimfield,
Belchertown, Wilbraham,
Longmeadow, Ludlow,
Leicester, Paxton, Charlton,
Springfield, Uxbridge and
Worcester. With a commit-
ment to personalized service
and community involvement,
Country Bank offers individ-
uals, businesses, and munic-
ipalities a comprehensive
range of banking products
and services.

Country Bank is a mem-
ber of FDIC, DIF, and the
SUM network. Country Bank
can be reached at 800-322-
8233 or online at country-
bank.com.

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

STIHL ®Husqvarna @
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST ¢ SAFETY

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
& RENTALS AVAILABLE

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

<

PRICES IN
L <! ARE AT OR BEL
7 LAST YEAR’S PRIGE

USDA INSP. FROZEN
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BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. FROZEN e BARBER FOODS

CHICKEN CORDON BLEU S
cLUB PAK 6 P|ECES UL LT T T LT LT
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HOURS: Won. - Wed. 8-4
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413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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Voting for Annual Town
Election is April 13

WARE - The Annual
Town Election will be held
on Monday, April 13.

Offices which will
appear on the ballot are:
Selectboard, three-year
term, (vote for two), Nancy
J. Talbot, Valerie E. Granger
and Steven M. Hawk; School
Committee, three-year term,
Kevin Paul Slattery; Board
of Assessors, three-year
term, James E. Niquette;
Board of Assessors, one
year unexpired term,
Michael Joseph Vadnais;

Board of Health, three-
year term, Michael Francis
Juda; Park Commissioner,
three-year term, William
Randolph Imbier; Cemetery
Commissioner, three-
year term, no candidates;
Planning Board, five-
year term, Richard Albert
Starodoj; Ware Housing
Authority, five-year term, no
candidates.

Questions may be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk, Nancy
J. Talbot, at 413-967-9648
extension 103.

Town Clerk shared Annual Town Election information

HARDWICK - Town
Clerk Ryan J. Witkos
announced there will be

Zachary E. Spencer of Barre
Road will face off for a
three-year term on the

two contested races Select Board. The
on the ballot at . incumbent, Eric
Hardwick’s / ", Vollheim is

Annual Town
Election on
Saturday, May
2

Polling
hours will be
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at
the Hardwick Elementary
School, 76 School House
Drive.

Elizabeth V. Cyran of
Hardwick Pond Road, and

Massachusetts State Button Show to be held April 11

THREE RIVERS -
Massachusetts State Button
Society’s spring meeting will
be hosted by the Metropolitan
and Monson Button Clubs
on Saturday, April 11 at the
AMVETS Post 74, 2159
Main St. in Three Rivers from
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

The public is invited to
attend the day’s activities and
to purchase buttons and but-
ton related items from 9 a.m.-
noon, and from 1:30-3 p.m.
There will be no button sales
during the break from noon-
1:30 p.m. as lunch, a business
meeting, and auction will take

Healthy
Quaboag

Improving quality of life

in the community

place.

Morning visitors will be
treated to coffee and refresh-
ments provided by the hosting
club; bring your own brown
bag lunch, and dessert will be
provided. There is no admis-
sion fee, and all are welcome.

» not seeking
re-election.

Heidi

Johnson of

Lyman Road,

and Lisa J. Nash

of Charity Hill Road,

will face off for a three-

year term on the Board of

Health. The incumbent,

Paul Mailhot is not seeking

re-election.

Those running unop-
posed are as follows: Ryan
J. Witkos*, Town Clerk,
three years; Jennifer S.
Kolenda*, Assessor, three
years; Colin R. Brown, K-12
Quabbin Regional School
Committee Member, three
years; Lisa Gaskill*, Barry
P. Koch, Paige Memorial
Library Trustee (two posi-
tions;) Paige Agricultural
Fund Trustee, Stanley D.
White*, five years; Ryan J.
Witkos*, Moderator, three
years; Harry T. Comerford*,
Jennifer E. Garvey¥*,
Planning Board (two posi-

tions.) *denotes incumbent.

The last day to regis-
ter to vote for the Annual
Town Election is 5 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 22.

The vote by mail appli-
cation deadline is Monday,
April 27 at 5 p.m. Those vot-
ers qualified to vote absen-
tee should contact the Town
Clerk’s office.

Voter registration will
be held at the Myron E.
Richardson Building, 307
Main St. on Wednesday,
April 22 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Beaver Lake Club Corporation offers scholarship

WARE - Beaver Lake
Club Corporation of Ware
announces its annual Louis
H. Healy Scholarship of up
to $1000.

These scholarships will
be presented to deserving
high school seniors or cur-
rent college students who

are residents of the town of
Ware or who are a member
of the Beaver Lake Club
Community.

The scholarship is given
in the memory of Louis
Healy a long time and well-
respected member of the
Beaver Lake community

Quaboag Hills

Open to the General Public!

Join us to review progress, hear updates, and discuss
next steps for the CHIP initiative.

FOOD AND DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDED!

and the town of Ware. Lou
was an active leader and
participant in both town and
community matters and his
family and friends contin-
ue to celebrate his thoughts,

Please see SCHOLARSHIP,
page 11

E2E Center,
79 Main St.,
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Offense breaks out
in Ware's first win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE—After los-
ing their first seven baseball
games of the 2022 regular
season, the Ware Indians cele-
brated a 17-6 non-league vic-
tory over the Pathfinder Tech
Pioneers at St. Joe’s Field in
Thorndike.

Because Memorial Field is
being refurbished, the Indians
will be playing their home
games this spring at St. Joe’s
Field.

Jack Gaudreau, Kyle
Kaczuwka, and Brady
Guimond, who were eighth
graders in 2022, are the only
remaining Indians players
from that team.

The senior trio helped the
Indians post a 3-0 shutout
victory over the Greenfield
Green Wave in the season
opening game held at St.
Joe’s, last Tuesday night.

It was the first meeting
between the two varsity base-
ball teams since Greenfield
defeated Ware, 3-1, in a 2023
Division 5 state tournament
game played at Memorial
Field.

Guimond was the Indians
starting pitcher in this year’s
season opener and he nearly
tossed a no-hitter.

“I was in the eighth grade
the last time that we played a
game at this field,” Guimond

said. “It just feels great to
play a big part in tonight’s
season opening victory.
I’ve pitched a lot of games
during my varsity career, and
I wasn’t very nervous out
there.”

Guimond, who’s a
righthander, only faced 21
batters, which is the minimum
for a seven inning game.

The only base hit that
Guimond allowed was a
line-drive single to center by
freshman shortstop Conner
Bergeron with one-out in the
top of the first inning.

Bergeron’s father, Peter,
also played baseball for long-
time Greenfield head coach
Tom Suchanek before being
drafted by the Los Angeles
Dodgers in the fourth round
of the 1996 MLB draft. The
elder Bergeron was traded to
Montreal, and he made his
MLB debut on September
7, 1999, for the Expos. He
wound up playing in 308
MLB games before retiring
in 2004.

After Conner Bergeron
stole second base, senior cen-
ter fielder Malik Moore hit
a flyball which was caught
by Gaudreau in right field.
Gaudreau threw a bullet to
sophomore third baseman
Matt Skutnik, who tagged
out Bergeron completing the

Please see WARE, page 10

Ploneers Monson face

MONSON -
Last Wednesday
afternoon, rains
started falling
at game time,
as Monson
and Pathfinder
got their game
underway. The
rains persisted,
however, and
the game had
to be stopped.
The two teams
are scheduled
to make up the
game on Friday,
May 8.

Zachary Smith
sends a pitch
home.

Turley photos
by Gregory A.
Scibelli

Joseph
Szostek
takes a
lead off
first.

Brody Wetnicka lunges to field a

grounder.

Edward Szostek fouls of'f a pitch.

Quabbi

www.sports.turley.com

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Makayla Savoie makes a throw to first.

Abby Rogowski sends a base hit to the
outfield.

Anna Costa makes a throw back to the

infield.

1

Emma Hvad looks to make
a catch at home.

o

Ali Jones reaches out to

catch a pop up.

Apr. 13 at 3:30 p.m.

BARRE - In the season-opener
for both teams, Quabbin Regional
- High School softball handily

™= defeated host Quaboag 21-2. The

independent matchup between the
two teams will be the only team
they meet this season. Quabbin was
off until earlier this week with a
matchup against Tahanto. Coming
up, the Panthers face Narragansett.
Quabaog has already played three
games this season. Thought they loss
to Quabbin, the Cougars did defeat
South High and Keefe Tech and are
2-1 to start the season. They next
face North Brookfield on Monday,

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN—The seven
seniors listed on the 2026
Quabbin Regional baseball
roster have been members of
the varsity team since they
were freshmen.

The seniors, along with
the Panthers underclassmen,
have two primary objectives
for this season. Their first
goal is to contend for Mid-
Wach D league title. They’re
also hoping to secure a berth
in the Division 4 state tour-
nament for the first time.

The Panthers began the
regular season with a 12-1
road win over the Quaboag
Cougars, last Tuesday after-
noon. The non-league con-
test ended after sixth innings
due to the 10-run mercy rule.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Liam McGrath delivers a pitch for the Cougars.

“We’re in a different
league this year, so we’re not
playing teams like Oakmont
or Clinton anymore,” said
Quabbin head coach Mark

Battista. “Our expectation
is to compete for the league
title and hopefully qualify
for the state tournament.”
The Panthers seniors

are Aiden Lapointe, Chase
Talbot, Adam Adams,
Andrew Warfield, Jordyn
Guilderson, Finn Leander,

and Ian Haupt.
Adams, who’s a
righthander, was the

Panthers starting pitcher in
the season opener. He didn’t
allow any runs and gave up
just one base hit during the
first three innings before
being replaced on the mound
by sophomore righty Abe
Brown, who started the
game at second base.

Adams, who threw 54
pitches, did issue three
walks and recorded seven
strikeouts.

“Adam is our best pitcher
and he pitched very well,”

Please see GOUGARS,
page 10
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Candlepin League NEWS

Bondsville League
crowns league
champions

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE - The league
finals have arrived as the
Bondsville League closes the
door on another season.

The league bowlers at
Roll-A-Way Lanes had
their attention focused on
the championship match
between Sandri and Fire
Mountain. Representing
Sandri are Brandon Lane,
Rich Picotte, Ron Gouin, and
Sue Horton. Representing
Fire Mountain are Shawn
Ross, Scott Brewster, Gary
Delisle and Rick Trott.

In game one, Sandri won
by a score of 466-464 to take
an early lead in the match.
Three out of four members of
Sandri broke 100 with Gouin
scoring the highest at 110.

In game two, Fire
Mountain ignited the flame
and defeated Sandri 491-465.
Trott threw a double strike
on his way to a 134 game.
Horton of Sandri had a good
game of 121, but it wasn’t
enough to keep up with Trott.

In game three, Fire
Mountain kept the pressure
on by taking the last game
with a score of 485-468.
Trott finished with 116 and
a three-game series of 358.
Ross, who started the sea-
son with a 70 average and
worked his way up to an 85,
exceeded the expectations
by bowling over his average
every game with scores of
96, 92, and 103.

Gouin had a strong show-

ing with 125 in the final
game and a series of 331.
Picotte had scores of 97,
114, and 107 for 318 in total.
Horton had scores of 103,
121, and 89 for 313 in total.

The final score was
1440-1399 in favor of Fire
Mountain, who are the 2025-
2026 Bondsville League
champions. Fire Mountain
was leading in first place for
the majority of the season but
lost that top seed to Sandri
for only a few weeks until
the championship match.
Fire Mountain finished the
season with a record of
124.5-78.5. Sandri finished
with 123-80.

Final league matches

Cannonballs defeated
Zeke’s Freaks with a final
score of 1396-1377. Sally
Czarnecki of Cannonballs
started strong with 115 in
game one. Tony Burke of
Zeke’s Freaks began with
114.

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Shown from left to right are Shawn Ross, Scott Brewster,
Rick Trott and Gary Delisle of Fire Mountain, the 2025-2026
Bondsville League champions.

Slow Burners defeated
P&J Meats with a final score
of 1397-1382. Nate Orszulak
of Slow Burners had the
highest score of 110 and
Paige Stabach of P&J Meats
had the highest score of 111.

Snappers defeated
Ironmen with a final score
of 1431-1353. Kevin “Kras”
Krasnecky of Snappers had
score of 114, 122, and 122
for a series of 358 to finish
the season. Billy Brunk of
Ironmen finished with 124
and a series of 332.

Team UMass defeated
Night Hawks with a final
score of 1433-1417. Keith
Ferenz of Team UMass had
the highest score of 113.
Gavin Sinclair of Night
Hawks had the highest score
of 126.

Spare Parts Bud defeated
Flaming Bowling Balls with
a final score of 1384-1379.
Madison Jebb of Spare Parts
Bud bowled 117 and Ryan
McCarthy of FBB had 114.

Brennan Peterson reaches for a
ground ball as an opponent closes in.

Lacrosse
co-op gets
second win

MONSON - Last Friday
afternoon on a sun-splashed
back field at Monson
High School, Monson
boys lacrosse defeated
Belchertown. The Mustangs,
which has a co-op pro-
gram with Pathfinder Tech,
defeated the Orioles 7-5 to
improve to 2-1 on the sea-
son. The Mustangs also
defeated Pittsfield 12-6 and
also record a loss against
Wahconah 10-9. Monson’s
co-op is back in action at
Lenox on Thursday, Apr. 9 at
4:30 p.m.

with the ball.

Noah Latulippe takes contact while advancing

Turley photos by Maddox Baer
Jared Perry carries the ball upfield while a defender pres-
sures him.

COUGARS from page 9

Battista said. “It’s our first
game of the season and I
really didn’t want him to
throw that many pitches.”

The Panthers also defeat-
ed the Cougars, 14-1, in last
year’s season opener, which
took place on their home-
field.

Quaboag entered the
2026 campaign looking to
celebrate a victory for the
first time since they defeat-
ed Southbridge, 6-2, at
home on May 17, 2024.

“We did have a cou-
ple of scoring opportuni-
ties in today’s game,” said
Quaboag head coach Brian
Guimond. “T was really hop-
ing for a much better out-
come. It’s just another dis-
appointing loss for us.

Quaboag junior righty
Liam McGrath gave up four
runs on three hits in 42/3
innings, but only one of
those runs were earned. He
threw a total of 99 pitches
and recorded a total of 13
strikeouts.

“Liam is a very good
pitcher,” Guimond said.
“We didn’t give him very
much support defensively.”

Lapointe, who’s the
Panthers starting shortstop,
hit a groundball to the third
baseman leading off the top
of the first inning. Lapointe
wound up standing on sec-
ond base following a throw-
ing error. Lapointe scored
after another throwing error
by the second baseman.

Quaboag junior leftfield-
er Thomas Bellizzi lined a
double to left leading off the
bottom half of the opening
frame. Both eighth grade
shortstop Zach Deremian
and McGrath walked, which
loaded the bases with no

outs.

The Cougars failed to
capitalize, as Adams, who’s
hoping to play college base-
ball, got himself out of that

Abe Brown tries to check his swing.

jam with the help of two
strikeouts and a pop-up.

The Panthers, who only
had four base hits in the
game, stranded a runner
at third base in the second
inning. The visitors from
Barre added two more runs
in the third with the aid of
a fielding error and wild
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pitch.

After McGrath struck
out the side in the fourth,
Quabbin junior catcher
Alijah Flint delivered an
RBI single into right field
making the score 4-0 with
two outs in the fifth inning.

The Cougars battled back
in the bottom half of the
frame.

Eighth grade first base-
man Landon Kelly drew a
leadoff walk. After the next
batter struck out, Deremian
lined a single to center.
Kelly crossed the plate
when McGrath doubled to
left field.

The Cougars had runners
on second and third base
with no outs, but Brown
worked out of the jam by
retiring the next two batters
with the help of a strikeout
and a comebacker.

The two Panthers pitch-
ers received plenty of sup-
port defensively.

Quabbin put the game
out of reach by scoring eight
runs against a couple of
relief pitchers in the sixth
inning.

Brown set down the side
in order in the bottom of the
sixth inning, which ended
the ball game.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli  Thomas Bellizzi leads off with a

Connor Burgess fields a grounder inside third.

double down the left field line.

WARE from page 9

inning ending double play.

“That was a very big
play early in the game,” said
Guimond, who walked just
one batter and struck out
nine. “It gave us the momen-
tum.

Gaudreau, who’s also a
pitcher, normally started at
first base when he wasn’t on
the mound last season.

Ware interim head coach
Shawn Clark decided to move

Gaudreau to right field and
start senior Alex Orszulak at
first base.

“Alex’s primary’s position
is at first base and Jack is the
type of an athlete who can
play right field,” said Clark,
who coached the Indians j.v.
baseball team the past eight
years. “Jack made a heck of a
throw in the first inning.”

The other three Ware
seniors are Troy Dufresne,
Marek Luongo, and Brodie
Koczur.

Greenfield senior
righthander Arthur Fitzpatrick
gave up two runs in the sec-
ond inning.

Sophomore shortstop
Logan Millet, who’s the
Indians only lefthanded bat-
ter, hit an opposite field dou-
ble leading off the frame.
After stealing third base,
Millet scored on a wild pitch.

Orszulak and Skutnik
followed with back-to-back
walks. A wild pitch moved
both runners into scoring

position. Orszulak crossed the
plate on the third wild pitch
of the inning.

With one-out in the fol-
lowing inning, Gaudreau sin-
gled to center, which scored
Kaczuwka (walk) with the
Indians third run. Kaczuwka,
who’s an outstanding catcher,
had two of the Indians five
base hits.

Meanwhile, Guimond
retired six batters in a row
before sophomore third base-
man Chase Zraunig walked

leading off the fourth inning.
Then Bergeron grounded into
a 1-4-3 double play.

Guimond, who only threw
88 pitches in his complete
game masterpiece, struck out
the next batter before setting
down the final nine batters
that he faced without very
much trouble.

The Indians loaded the
bases with one out in the
sixth inning following singles
by Orszulak and junior left
fielder Samuel Torres, which

was sandwiched around a
walk to Skutnik.

Bergeron, who took over
on the mound at the start of
the sixth inning, stuck out the
next two batters ending the
threat.

The Indians will be the
home team when they face
rival Monson for the only
time during the regular sea-
son on Saturday night, but
the non-league game will
be played at Dunkin Park in
Hartford.
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Nancy Joyce Brown, 82

WARE - Nancy Joyce
Brown, age 82, passed away
peacefully on
Monday, March 9,
2026, surrounded
by her loved ones.

Nancy was
born on July 12,
1943, in Ware,
to Joseph and
Ann (Wojtowicz)
Mack. She attend-
ed St. Mary’s High
School in Worcester.

She then had a job
at Wm. E. Wrights, she
worked as a hairdresser, she
worked for her husband in
telecommunications, after
which she then worked as
an Executive Director at
Warren Housing Authority,
Granby Housing Authority,

and Ware Housing
Authority. When she retired
from housing,
she had worked
there for over 35
years and contin-
ued on the board
of Ware Housing
Authority.

Nancy is sur-
vived by her
daughter: Sheila
Niemiec and hus-
band Gene of Kissimmee
Florida; her brother David
Mack of West Warren; and
her grandchildren: Zakari
and Camdyn Niemiec. She
was predeceased by her hus-
band Ralph Brown, father
Joseph Mack, her mother
Ann (Wojtowicz) Mack, her
sister Judy Mack, and many

aunts and uncles.

A wake will be held on
Monday, April 13 from
4-6 p.m. at Cebula Funeral
Home, Ware. Her funer-
al Mass will be held on
Tuesday, April 14 at 11 a.m.
in All Saints Church, Ware.
Everyone will meet direct-
ly in church on Tuesday.
Family and friends are wel-
come to attend to honor and
celebrate Nancy’s life and
legacy.

In lieu of flowers the
family requests donations
be made in Nancy’s name
to Second Chance Animal
Shelter, 111 Young Road,
East Brookfield, MA 01515
as Nancy loved her cats.

Forever In Our Hearts

Jane L. Fountain, 95

WARREN - Jane L.
Fountain, 95, of Warren
passed away on Friday,
April 3, 2026, at Baystate
Wing hospital in Palmer,
with her loving family by
her side.

Jane was born in
Ware to the late Morton
and Marjorie (Adams)
Sampson. Jane graduated
from Warren High School
in 1948, and attended
Springfield Community
College where she earned a
degree in business.

She then worked for over
34 years at Warren Pumps
as an administrative assis-
tant in the sales depart-
ment. She was also a proud
member of the Professional
Secretaries of Springfield
for many years.

She was an active
member of the First
Congregational Church in
West Brookfield and served
as a deacon, as well as con-
tributing to many commit-

tees over the years. She and
her husband Alfred owned
and operated Quaboag
Tours in Warren for over 25
years, and enjoyed traveling
to many countries across
Europe. She and her hus-
band made a lasting impact
in their community by giv-
ing residence of Warren
the opportunity to see the
world.

Jane is predeceased
by her husband and best
friend of 64 years Alfred A.
Fountain, and her sister Lois
M. Shephard of Warren.
She is survived by her sis-
ter Carolyn Herrin of Yulee,
Florida, and many nieces
and nephews.

Calling hours for Jane
will be held on Tuesday,
April 14, from 5-7 p.m.
in the Varnum Funeral
Home, 43 E Main St., West
Brookfield. A funeral ser-
vice will be held the follow-
ing day, Wednesday, April
15, at 9:30 a.m. in the First

Congregational Church of
West Brookfield, 36 North
Main St., West Brookfield.
Burial will take place
immediately following
the service at Pine Grove
Cemetery in Warren, 26
Pine Grove Drive, Warren.
Following the burial, all are
welcome to a Celebration
of life for Jane back at
the First Congregational
Church.

In lieu of flowers please
consider donating in
honor of Jane to the First
Congregational Church of
West Brookfield. 36 North
Main St., West Brookfield,
MA 01585.

Varnum Funeral Home
is honored to serve the
Fountain Family, 43 E Main
St., West Brookfield, MA
01083.

An online tribute page
for Jane can be found at
varnumfuneralhome.com.

GALLERY SHOWS
from page 3

Collins has two of his
paintings featured at local
establishments, includ-
ing the Roadhouse Café
in Belchertown, and the
newly opened location of
Fieldcrest Brewing in Ware.

The café’s painting fea-
tures a classic car pulling
into its parking lot, and the
brewery’s has a werewolf
on the street outside its
entrance.

“Those are both kind
of consignment piec-
es that are also there
for decoration,” he
said. “The owners
of those two estab-
lishments are
supporting local
artists.”

Following
his “People,
Pets, and Prized
Possessions”
show at West
Brookfield Art &
Frame Gallery,
Collins will
display his
paintings at
Rapscallion
in Sturbridge
from May
through July.

“I’ll be fea-
turing mostly the
vehicles,” he said.

Collins will also be giv-
ing a live portrait sculp-
ture demonstration at West
Brookfield Art & Frame on
Saturday, April 25 from 1-5
p-m. People can stop in any-
time and watch him bring
his art to life.

Upcoming events
at the gallery

Upcoming shows and
events at the gallery include
Cosmos & The Cosmos on
Thursday, May 14 from
4-7 p.m. with Tarot read-
ings by gallery artist Cheryl
O’Donnell accompanied
by cosmopolitan beverag-
es. This event is $20 for 20
minutes.

Space is limited and res-
ervations are recommended.

A bronze sculp-
ture of an otter

e ../ created by art-

ist John Collins
will be featured
" in the “People,
Pets, and Prized
Possessions” show
at West Brookfield
Art & Frame Gallery
with an open-
l ing reception on
' Friday, April 17
from 5-7
. pm.

A Plein
Air Paint Out and
Wet Paint Sale will be held
on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, May 15-17. Join
gallery artists painting
around town on May 15 and
16 (including during the
Asparagus Festival), then
stop by the gallery to pur-
chase these pieces on May
17 from noon-2 p.m.

The annual Summer
Solstice Outdoor Party will
be held on Saturday, June 20
from 6-9 p.m. in conjunc-
tion with the Joy of Beans.
This neighborhood block
party is hosted by two wom-
en-owned, small businesses
and will feature music, fine
art, food, coffee and sweet
treats.

This fall, a special “The
State of our Union” show
will be held and is open to

Submitted Photos
Artist John Collins painted a portrait of his Porsche on
- Turn 14 at Palmer Motorsports Park.

anyone. An opening recep-
tion will be held on Friday,
Nov. 6 from 5-7 p.m.

The public is encouraged
to submit a piece of work.
All entries will be hung
unless they are inappropriate
for children.

Artwork must meet the
following requirements:
the theme of the art is “The
State of our Union;” the
format is six inches by six
inches; and the artwork
must be mailed to West
Brookfield Art & Frame
Gallery, P.O. Box 102, West
Brookfield, MA 01585 or
dropped off at the gallery
during open hours before
Oct. 30.

Artists can use any medi-
um of their choosing.

Gallery owner Fay said,
“You don’t have to be an
‘artist’ or an adult to partic-
ipate, and it doesn’t matter
what you like or don’t like.
All work submitted will be
respected.”

About the gallery

For more information
and a complete listing of
gallery happenings, call the
gallery at 508-753-8604,
email yafacceber@hot-
mail.com, visit westbrook-
fieldartandframe.com or
stop by the gallery during
open hours, Thursday and
Friday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Saturday from 10 a.m.-5
p-m. and Sunday from 10
a.m.-2 p.m.

Anthony F. Staiti, Sr., 84

GILBERTVILLE -
Anthony F. “Tony” Staiti, Sr.,
84, passed away =
peacefully on April
1, 2026, at Jewish
Healthcare Center
in Worcester.

Anthony is
survived by his
beloved wife of 65
years, Patricia A.
(Lazarick) Staiti.
He leaves his
two children: his
daughter Christine Palmer
and her husband Darren of
Ware and his son Tony Staiti,
Jr., and his wife Kathy of
Gilbertville.

He is also survived by two
brothers Gary Staiti and his
wife Barbara of Ware, and
George Staiti and his wife
Anna of Ware and his sis-
ter-in-law Ann Robinson.
Anthony leaves four trea-
sured grandchildren, Curtis,
Jacob and his wife Claire,
Jillian, and Adam; as well as
one great-grandchild Landon,
and another great-grandchild
on the way.

Anthony was born in
1941 to the late Frank and
Antoinette (Poirier) Staiti, in
Ware.

He proudly built and oper-
ated Dunroamin Country
Club in Gilbertville for most
of his life. The golf course
brought him many life-long
friends who will remember
him as kind, generous and
always happy.

If someone needed help,
he never said, “No.”

Despite the long hours he
spent working during golf

season, he was able to pro-
vide his family with many
great memories
including spending
time together on
rainy day outings
when the course
was slow.

In his free time
he enjoyed visits
to casinos, watch-
ing old movies with
family and taking
long road trips.

Calling hours for Anthony
will be held from 2-6 p.m.,
Sunday, April 12, in the
Charbonneau Funeral Home,
30 Pleasant St. in Ware.

A funeral Mass will be
held at 10 a.m., Monday,
April 13, in St. Aloysius
Church, 52 Church St.,
in Gilbertville. Friends are
asked to gather directly at the
church.

Burial will follow at
St. Aloysius Cemetery,
212 Upper Church St.,
Gilbertville. After the buri-
al a Celebration of Life for
Anthony will be held at
Hardwick Crossing (The
former Dunroamin Country
Club), 262 Lower Road,
Gilbertville.

Donations in Anthony’s
memory can be made to
Jewish Healthcare Center,
646 Salisbury St., Worcester,
MA 01609

Charbonneau Funeral
Home is honored to serve
the Staiti Family, and online
tribute page can be found at
charbonneaufuneralhome.
com.

Annual plant, bake, craft
and tag sale is May 16-17

HARDWICK - The Tri-
Parish Community Church is
pleased to announce they will
be holding their 20th Annual
Plant, Bake Sale, Craft &
Tag Sale on the Hardwick
Common Saturday and
Sunday, May 16 and 17 from
10 a.m.-3 p.m. each day.

This popular East
Quabbin area event will fea-
ture traditional, favorite, and
connoisseur perennials, plus
selected annuals, heirloom
vegetable plants, and herbs in
time for spring planting.

There is a wonderful vari-
ety in plants offered through
several local vendors includ-
ing Stillman’s Farm and
Howe’s Farm and Garden of
New Braintree, Inishowen

Farms of North Brookfield,
and “home-grown lovelies”
from private gardens. A deli-
cious assortment of home-
baked desserts and breads
will also be sold.

The event is held rain or
shine. All are welcome.

The Church is also seek-
ing vendors for their annu-
al Tag and Craft sale to
coincide with the Plant and
Bake Sale. Please reserve
your space on the Hardwick
Common early. Spaces will
be offered for $35 each.

Applications may be
obtained by contacting
Marguerite at: mcrevierl.
mc@gmail.com or 413-477-
6942,

Death notices

Brown, Nancy Joyce
Died March 9, 2026
Services April 14, 2026

Fountain, Jane L.
Died April 3, 2026
Services April 15, 2026

Staiti, Sr., Anthony F.
llTony'l

Died April 1, 2026
Services April 13, 2026

Ware River News

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

SCHOLARSHIP
from page 8

ideals, and memory by
awarding this yearly aca-
demic scholarship.

The application dead-
line is April 17, 2026 and
applications must be post-
marked by that date. The
selected recipient will be
and the scholarships will
be awarded in early June.

Applications and infor-
mation can be obtained
by sending an email to
ctrietsch22 @ gmail.com
or by mailing a request
to BLCC: P.O. Box 253,
Ware, MA 01082

Workshop13 launches campaign to
install vertical platform lift

WARE - Workshopl3
Cultural Arts & Learning
Center announced the launch
of a community fundraising
campaign to install a vertical
platform lift, a critical acces-
sibility improvement that
will allow community mem-
bers of all abilities to access
events, exhibitions, and per-
formances in Workshop13’s
Grand Hall.

Workshop13 has secured
$100,000 toward the proj-
ect through a grant award-
ed by the National Park
Service under the Paul Bruhn
Historic Revitalization Grant
Program, with local admin-
istration support provided
through the Pioneer Valley
Planning Commission.

The full project cost is

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

$150,000, and Workshop13
is now raising the remaining
$50,000 to stay on schedule
and move forward with con-
struction.

Workshop13 is a nonprof-
it cultural arts and learning
center in Ware offering live
music, exhibitions, classes,
and community events. The
organization welcomes hun-
dreds of visitors each month
and serves as a key cultural
destination for Ware and the
surrounding towns.

The new lift will provide

lasting, dignified access to
the Grand Hall for genera-
tions to come. The campaign
invites the community to
give, share, and participate,
through direct donations
and peer-to-peer fundraising
pages that allow supporters
to rally friends and family.
Community members can
donate online and learn more
at: www.workshopl13.org, or
contact Executive Director,
Marie Lauderdale, marie@
workshop13.org.

[

% As | approach my 69th birthday, \&

[

| find this moment both meaningful and bittersweet
as | step into retirement from

Varnum & Charbonneau Funeral Homes,
now an entity of Milestone Funeral Partners.

Over the past 13 years, I've had the privilege of meeting so
many wonderful, caring, and appreciative families, along
with dedicated clergy, church and cemetery personnel,
town clerks, staff, colleagues, and have made many friends.
Serving in this second career as
a Funeral Director has truly been an honor.

Thank you to everyone who trusted me to support you and
your loved ones—it means more than words can express.

Wishing you all health, peace, and well-being.
Live long and be well.

Sincerely,

[
0
o

Peter N. Masuzzo

0
o
[
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD ALWAYS BUYING
FIREWOOD ALL ANTIQUES:
Fresh cut & split $225.00 Musical instruments, guitars,

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
¢ Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED. FAl’RRAN‘Il'Il"IJNRKE
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, REMOVAL

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES 413-531-1936
FRIDAY AT NOON CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

A B Hauling and

o i
o Removal Service

2***xxxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868. HOME
DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL- IMPROVEMENT
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
CHAMELEON
ONE cALL DOES IT ALL HANDY- || PAINTING & REMODELING
MAN SERVICES. No job too small. Call
for all your household and property mainte- INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
nance needs. 413-563-6993. Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
ELECTRICIAN - )
Residential/Commercial
Iloffer good quality glectrical work, no Fully Insured e Free Estimates
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured. - -
Master Elec. #20773A. 41 3 351 1 1 47

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Hondyman Services

~Walker

7 Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry *
Framing = Drywall »
Painting * & more!

TAX

20
X TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An Ins
413-967-8364 |RCt

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

TAX PREPARATION SERVIC
4A13-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

? 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 ==
= www.FastTax-MA.com IRS
] Free E-File & Direct Deposit e

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOUSE CLEANING

Trusted HOUSE CLEANING
in Wilbraham.
10+ years experience, references available.
Reliable, detail-oriented service. Free esti-
mates. Call/Text [Livea/ 508.371-5445]
today!

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
: JF Quabbin———
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:
5 6 7 8 50,500
9 10 11 12 %ﬂ&
13 14 15 16 Eﬂ
17 18 19 20 Bas;zl’éiag qn
21 Best gy | 22 Bsgeron| 23 Beserrag| 24 B0 mna
% b | 26 g 27 | 28 meresl | Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
29 Bgsags | 30 Base e | 31 Bseniee| 32 B0
All Three ZONES for $26.00
3 Bty | 34 Baseface| 39 Bsesass| 36 Bgune | for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.
37 Bseasy | 38 Base rre| 39 s B a500
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash d Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

¢ HUBBARDSTON

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 413.283.8393

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

BOATS

17 STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT.
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor.
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000.
Verne, 413-539-8246.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING
FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and
product manufacturing positions. Duties
include assisting with plant care, trimming,
cleaning, product manufacturing and other

general tasks within the facility.

Start Date: Within the next few weeks to
months

Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21
or older and eligible to work in the United
States. Background checks are required
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email
holyokewilds9@gmail.com
with their contact information
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. Al qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.
For a full job description, please visit
www.norcrosswildlife.org
or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting
in landscape maintenance and installation
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape,
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

LAND WANTED

Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 |
founder@rainbow-meadow.org
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Ware Zoning Board of Appeals
Notice of Public Hearing

A-2026-01

NOTICE is hereby given that
the Ware Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, per the powers given under
M.G.L Chapter 40A, will hold a
Public Hearing on Wednesday,
April 29th 2026 at 4:00PM
on the application of Beverly
Allard, for an Administrative
Appeal (A-2026-01) on the de-
cision to deny a building permit
made by the Building Commis-
sioner & Zoning Enforcement
Officer, per Section 4.8.7 of the
Zoning Bylaw, and pursuant to
MGL Chapter 40A. Pursuant to
Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025,
this hearing will be conducted in
person and via remote means, in
accordance with applicable law.
This means that members of the
Zoning Board of Appeals as well
as members of the public may
access this meeting in person,
or via virtual means. In person
attendance will be held in the
Selectmen’s Meeting Room, 126
Main Street, Town Hall, Ware,
MA. It is possible that any or all
members of the public body may
attend remotely, with in-person
attendance consisting of mem-
bers of the public. The meeting
may be accessed remotely via
zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join
or join by phone. Phone Number:
929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784
604 1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION: 267
Osborne Rd, Ware MA. Said
premises being further described
in deeds recorded in the Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds,
Book 15488, Page 139. Property
is also identified as Assessor’s
Parcel # 40-0-14. Zoned: Rural
Residential (RR).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the
application should appear at the
time and place designated.

WARE ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
04/09, 04/16/2026

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
BOARD OF HEALTH
TOWN OF WARREN

MASSACHUSETTS

The Town of Warren Board of
Health will hold a public hear-
ing in person on Wednesday,
April 29th, 2026, 3 PM located
at 2252 Main St. West Warren
MA 01092 to consider the adop-
tion of the following regulations
pursuant to its authority under
M.G.L.c.111,s.31:

Body Art Regulations — to
regulate the permitting and oper-
ation of body art establishments,
including tattooing, piercing, and
related practices, and to establish
health and safety standards for
such operations.

Copies of the proposed regu-
lations are available for public
review at the Board of Health
Office, 48 High St. Warren MA
01083, during regular business
hours Monday - Wednesday
8:30-4pm, and may also be ac-

cessed at https://www.warren-
ma.gov
Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard on the proposed
regulations should appear at the
time and place designated above
or submit written comments prior
to the hearing to: Jessica Clarke,
Board of Health Administrator,
PO Box 478, Warren MA 01083
or boh@warren-ma.gov
The Board of Health reserves
the right to amend or revise the
proposed regulations as a result
of comments received at the
hearing.
Daniel Thibodeau, Chair
Board of Health
Town of Warren
04/02, 04/09/2026

Town of Warren
Board of Selectmen
Liquor License
Notice of Public Hearing
Pursuant to MGL Chapter 138,
the Warren Board of Selectmen
will hold a public hearing for a
new on premises all alcoholic
beverages restaurant liquor li-
cense for Sizedog Enterprises,
LLC DBA Countryside Tavern,
petitioner Brian K. Sizer, located
at 83 Mechanic Street, Warren,
MA 01083. An in person hearing
on the above application will be
held at the Warren Senior Cen-
ter located at 2252 Main Street,
West Warren, MA on Thurs-
day, April 23, 2026, at 6:00pm.
Written comments can be sent
to the Board of Selectmen at 48
High Street, P.O. Box 609, War-
ren, MA 01083 or via email to
selectmen @ warren-ma.gov.
Per Order of the Board of
Selectmen Licensing Authority
Chair, Richard J. Eichacker
04/09, 04/16/2026

WARREN PLANNING
BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ZONING BYLAW
AMENDMENT

Pursuant to MGL, Chapter
40A, §5, notice is hereby given
that the Warren Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, April 27, 2026 at
7:00 PM to consider a proposed
Zoning Bylaw Amendment. The
Hearing will be held at the War-
ren Senior Center located at 2252
Main Street in West Warren.

The Board is proposing to see
if the Town will vote to amend
the Zoning Bylaws by amending
Section 10 — Flood Plain District.

The proposed Zoning Bylaw
amendments are available for re-
view at the Office of the Planning
Board or the Town Clerk during
normal business hours. Anyone
interested or wishing to be heard
on the application should appear
at the time and place designated.
04/09, 04/16/2026

TOWN OF HARDWICK
BOARD OF HEALTH
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Hardwick Board of Health
will hold a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 at
7:00 PM at the Hardwick Ele-
mentary School Cafeteria, 76
School House Dr., Gilbertville,
MA 01031.

The purpose of this hearing is
to receive public comment on the
proposed Groundwater Protec-
tion Regulation for the Muddy
Brook Valley Aquifer and Well-
head Protection Areas. A copy of
the draft regulation is available at
the Board of Health office during
regular business hours and on the
Town’s website. Written com-
ments may be submitted to boh@
hardwick-ma.gov
04/09, 04/16/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS26P0157EA
Estate of:
Mary E. Healey
Also known as:

Mary Evelyn Healey
Date of Death: 11/11/2025
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Dennis M. Healey
of West Warren, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Dennis M. Healey of West War-
ren, MA be appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain

a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/06/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE

(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver

The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to:

Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer

The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department,

110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

For further information, please contact
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451,
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov.

AA/E.O.E.

istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 02, 2026
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
04/09/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 58 Church Street,
‘Ware, MA 01082

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
George H. Plouffe to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC, and now
held by PennyMac Loan Ser-
vices, LLC, said mortgage dated
January 21, 2020 and recorded in
the Hampshire County Registry
of Deeds in Book 13519, Page
182, said mortgage was assigned
from Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as Mort-
gagee, as nominee for PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC to Penny-
Mac Loan Services, LLC by
assignment dated July 22, 2022
and recorded with said Registry
of Deeds in Book 14625, Page
323; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public Auction on
May 7, 2026 at 01:00 PM Local
Time upon the premises, all and
singular the premises described
in said mortgage, to wit:

That tract or parcel of land
situated on the corner of Church
and Cottage Streets in Ware,
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, described as follows:

BEGINNING at the Northeast
corner of land now or formerly
of John W. Lambert, same being
the Southeast corner of the tract
herein conveyed and on the West-
erly line of said Church Street;

Thence Northerly along the
Westerly line of said Church
Street, one hundred ten and one-
half (110 and 50/100) feet to the
corner of Church and Cottage
Streets;

Thence Westerly along the
Southerly line of said Cottage
Street about one hundred fif-
ty-two (152) feet to a stone
bound at the corner of land now
or formerly of John F. Robinson
and Jane M. Utley;

\Thence Southerly on a line
of land now or formerly of said
Robinson to a stone bound at the
corner of land now or formerly
of said Robinson and Utley and
to land now or formerly of said
Lambert;

Thence Easterly about one
hundred fifty-two (152) feet to
the place of BEGINNING.

For current title see deed re-
corded herewith.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage
shall control in the event of a

typographical error in this pub-
lication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated January 15, 2020 and re-
corded in the Hampshire Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
13519, Page 178.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check within thirty (30)
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
04/09, 04/16, 04/23/2026

STORAGE AUCTION

The contents of Daniel Fourni-
er will be auctioned off at Secure
Storage, 31 Southbridge Rd.,
Warren, MA on 4/18/26 at 9:00
a.m.

The contents of Jose Sanchez,
Jessalyn Hughes, Amanda Har-
ris and Zachary Freeman will
be auctioned off at Secure Stor-
age, 167 West St., Ware, MA on
4/18/26 at 9:45 a.m.

Any questions or inquiries call
413-800-6278.

04/02, 04/09/2026

Notice of Public Hearing
Planning Board
LEGAL NOTICE

SP-2026-02

NOTICE is hereby given that
the Ware Planning Board, acting
as the Special Permit Granting
and Site Plan Review Author-
ity, will hold a Public Hearing
during the scheduled meeting on
THURSDAY, April 16th, 2026
at 7:00pm, on the application
of Daniel Strum, for a common
driveway, under Zoning Bylaw
Section 6.6.2, and pursuant to
MGL Chapter 40A. Pursuant to
Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022,
this hearing will be conducted in
person and via remote means, in
accordance with applicable law.
This means that members of the
Planning Board as well as mem-
bers of the public may access this
meeting in person, or via virtual
means. In person attendance will
be held in the Board of Select-

man’s Meeting Room, 126 Main
Street, Ware, MA. It is possible
that any or all members of the
public body may attend remote-
ly, with in-person attendance
consisting of members of public.
The meeting may be accessed re-
motely via zoom. Go to https:/
zoom.us/join or join by phone.
Phone Number: 929-205-6099;
Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Pass-
word: 01082.

SITE LOCATION: Corner
of West Main Street & Gould
Rd. Said premises being further
described in deeds recorded in
the Hampshire County Registry
of Deeds, Book 13647 Page 246.
Properties are also identified as
Assessor’s Parcels 55-54-2 & 55-
54-3. Zoned: Suburban Residen-
tial (SR).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the
application should appear at the
time and place designated.

WARE PLANNING BOARD
04/02, 04/09/2026

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
BOARD OF HEALTH
TOWN OF WARREN

MASSACHUSETTS

The Town of Warren Board of
Health will hold a public hear-
ing in person on Wednesday
April 29th, 2026, 3 PM located
at 2252 Main St. West Warren
MA 01092 to consider the adop-
tion of the following regulations
pursuant to its authority under
M.G.L.c.111,s.31:

Well Regulations — to regu-
late the construction, location,
use, maintenance, and decom-
missioning of private wells with-
in the Town of Warren for the
protection of public health and
safety.

Copies of the proposed regu-
lations are available for public
review at the Board of Health
Office, 48 High St. Warren MA
01083, during regular business
hours Monday—Wednesday 8:30-
4pm, and may also be accessed at
https://www.warren-ma.gov

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard on the proposed
regulations should appear at the
time and place designated above
or submit written comments prior
to the hearing to: Jessica Clarke,
Board of Health Administrator,
PO Box 478, Warren MA 01083
or boh@warren-ma.gov

The Board of Health reserves
the right to amend or revise the
proposed regulations as a result
of comments received at the
hearing.

Daniel Thibodeau, Chair
Board of Health
Town of Warren
04/02, 04/09/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

401k, and health plan.
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Advertising Sales

» Do you want to work in your
community helping local businesses
connect with their customers?

Turley Publications isa
locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,

» If s0, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing,
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume

an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

» You must be a self-starter with
excellent communication and .
organizational skills. Basic computer |
skills are required. Previous print

sales experience is preferred

but we will train the right candidate.

Representative

» Do you want a career supporting
local journalism, which tells the
unique stories of our communities?

Turley®

Publications, Inc.
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EASTER £ 1 some golden tickets. There
TOm page were three eggs with three g

for the Warren Conservation golden tickets per age group. 424 .
Commission and part of the The children who find these I

Friends of Lucy Stone Park.  tickets could exchange them i
O’Brien said, “it’s the for a special prize at the prize K

start of the growing season” counter. T

as the park has a lot in store There were also raffles * Fi

this year. The park is looking being held to help support
to expand its pollinator gar- the upkeep of the park. ol
den and there will be a new Lucy Stone Park also had 53
trail being worked on along @ photo booth where kids and | y
the riverbank. There is plenty their families could take pic-
to do with plenty of volun- tures with the Easter Bunny.
teers needed to make these Taking photos during the &35
projects possible. Egg Hunt was Derick Veliz.“’.
As for this past Saturday, Officer Mike Shea of the :
Lucy Stone Park was the Warren Police Department
home of the annual Easter took a break from traffic duty !
Egg Hunt, with over 200 to get some pictures with the
eggs in each area. The chil- Easter Bunny. ¥
dren were organized by age The Bunny was having :
group and took turns collect- a great time and was inter- :
ing eggs throughout the park. ~ viewed by the local newspa- =
Making the announce- per. Unfortunately, the Easterﬁ—
ments during the egg hunt Bunny wouldn’t tell. the
was Diane Banfield of the reporter the secret to quickly  pjane Banfield led children and their families to the polli-
Friends of Lucy Stone Park leaving hundreds of Easter  nator garden for one of the egg hunts.
and the Warren Cultural eggs throughout the park. s -
Council. Bandfield has been O’Brien described the
involved with the annual egg annual Easter Egg Hunt at
hunt ever since it started at Lucy Stone Park as a fun
Lucy Stone Park. event for kids and for the
Inside the eggs were var- ~community.
ious prizes such as stickers,
glitter tattoos, candy, and

The 8-10 age group of kids made their way to the big field
at Lucy Stone Park to hunt for Easter eggs.
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| Miley, left, and Lovell stood next to the
Photographer Derick Veliz is shown ’ Easter Bunny during the Easter Egg Hunt

The children in the up to 4 years age group got ready for the Easter Egg Hunt. alongside the Easter Bunny. at Lucy Stone Park in Warren.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

throughout. Open kitchen features a center island, ——a - |
dining area, and sliders leading to a composite deck, - =l
overlooking a private, level yard with an in-ground pool and stamped concrete patio, ideal for
entertaining & summertime fun! Cozy family room w/ fireplace, front-to-back living room with
dining area and built-ins, 1st floor laundry room, and large mud-room! 3 generous bedrooms,

’ ‘ JUST LISTED - SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
Beautiful custom Cape in an established, desirable |
neighborhood!  Well-maintained home with a
Tl spacious, functional layout, w/ hardwood and tile
I

PRE-SEASON A/C SALE!

]

including a primary suite with double closets, and updated dressing room with a private shower - ‘}: B
GI ANT APPLI ANCE REB ATES' I and acce;f;} tlotthefJetlck & Jil bathrt?om. I{inislherii lower level a%dg bonus Iivindgtspace! 2t-ceg ) d,
ots of storage space above, nice landscaping, paved driveway, and town water ﬁa
L ggﬁgr? g\gsy access to |-30, IP84, & Route 20, perfect fgr 30[?1muters! Availe)llble for $519,900. QTOOK- ven /{Z,"S SZSte Care
M ATTRE ss s AI E' YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
u & MANAGEMENT TEAM:

*‘{‘

Over 56 years of service.
s nil 24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance
Michelle Terry REALTY with activities of daily living, Activity Program,

We Do More ‘ Erin, Laura and Nancy
So You Will

'
BIKES, E-BIKES!!
!

WE REPAIR BIKES! v

— Broker . well trained, compassionate and caring staff.
R WHITCO ¢ == ] 130 W. Main Street _ ; _
140 Main St., S michelleterryteam.com & spencer ma 01562 Services Available In-House:
IO orwwehitcocareecom 508-885 y P Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008 Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services:
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

(J

Country Canine

KENNELS

QU YK

2 White ¢ Blue * Purple * Red
’ Lt Gray * Dark Gray ¢ Beige * Rip Rap T .
;é SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING ;2 B odr d ’- n g MS + NN PAINTING
2 Construction Stone © Title V & Preshy Septic Sand 4 o <34
a= Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand g G roomin g’ Dayca re AND “GME MA‘”TE”A”CE
£ Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust » Silt * Crushed Gravel INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
7~ Crushed Asphalt * Crushed Concrete * Cold Patch (2 « Boarding starting at $40 a night Home painting & Maintenance
g Homeowner Friendly * No Minimums g & Daycare starting at $26 a day Residential/Commercial — Deck Specialists
= PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! F~
= 98 North Spencer R., Spencer 3 84 Greenwich Plains Road NO JOB ISTOO SMALL — FREE ESTIMATES L
o '508.885.6100 b5 | 1 e  Ware, MA 01082 81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005 |
2 508-885-2480 (413) 277-0334 Office Phone 774-321-4509 .
S| Sand, Gravel & Asphalt < L) countrycaninekennels@gmail.com Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com
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AT | 23 Summer Strect [CHNA MR 508-637-1577
dventure fourns (76 arren < ) j North Brookfield W :ZFssatroey 2rmer OPEN NOW
Share the Addventurc with us! N\ D> / I
’ I MA 01535 _7 DAY A WEEK!
« COFFEE 8am-2pm
BOOﬂ}bay Hal'bOI‘ I < GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS = Mon-Fri I
Vacation — I . BREAKFAST SANDWICHES R 8am-3pm |
In-House Fresh Bakery I' . soups Sat. & Sun. |
All Occasion Cake I . g o
Cupcakes and Cookies I . &%%ﬁiiss e _\f“j,- :
See website for specials | < PASTRIES I
JARSCafe.com I < MAC'N CHEESE I
| 7 < Future Events I < LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS I
|—m 2 = : Contact us to plan your
June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............... $899 - 5 [ with $10 minimum purchase.
June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .........ccouuerunecs $185 508-637-1577 ﬂ e e s e s s e s e s s - .- - -l
July 11.....Provincetown by Fast Ferry.......c.menenne $220
July 19.....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699 CHECK OUT ALL THE
Aug 30.....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .........cooee. from $1699 149%?3;';;;:_33’;;6'\"'“
Share the Adventure with us soon! I u rle ) i ' www.FlintSigns.com
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 PUbl |Cat|0n5 : g

or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com www.turley.com Quality Handcrafted Signs Since 1973



