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Selectboard candidates shared
reasons for seeking office

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Three candidates
are running for two seats
on the Selectboard at the
upcoming Monday, April 13
Annual Town Election.

Incumbent Nancy Talbot
is seeking reelection and
newcomers Valerie Granger
and Steven Hawk are also
seeking election. Current
Selectboard member Jack
Cascio is not seeking reelec-
tion.

A Meet the Candidates
forum will be hosted by Ware
Community Television and
the Ware River News on
Saturday, March 28. Each
candidate will be given the
opportunity to answer ques-
tions submitted by members
of the community.

The forum will be broad-
cast on Ware Community

Television, and an

I returned to Ware,

article will appear Meet the married, and raised
in the April 2 issue ndi my family here. 1
of the Ware River L ilaiiizs worked in the med-
News. Forum  jc.1 field for 30

Below are the Saturday, years, much of that
statements submit-  Vapch 28  time at Mary Lane

ted by each candi-

date, explaining

their reasons for seeking
election to the Selectboard.

Valerie Granger

My name is Valerie
Granger, and I’m running for
the Ware Selectboard.

I was born and raised here
in Ware. I attended the Ware
school system.

I come from a military
family and had a very strict
upbringing. We learned
respect and responsibility.

After graduating, I went
into the United States Army
and upon my discharge date,

Hospital.

I serve on the
Ware Housing Authority,
Ware Council on Aging,
Ware Community
Development Authority
and the Charter Review
Committee.

I love the town of Ware.
It was the best place to grow
up. There have been many
changes over the years not
always for the better, but I
still love living here.

I have many concerns
over the direction the town
has taken. I have many
changes that I would like to

Please see CANDIDATES,
page 13
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Community
supported
Special
Olympics

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

Ware
Police Officer Jeannine
orga-
~ nized another success
- Polar Plunge for the
... eighth year, with pro-
ceeds to benefit the
Special Olympics of

Please see PLUNGE, page 7

Ryan Semione of
Ware reacted to |
the cold water.
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Long-standing
tradition continues

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE - Each year
around the time of Dr.
Seuss’s birthday, Ware Public
Schools celebrate literacy
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i

with Community Reading
Day, an event part of Read
Across America Week.

Both Stanley M. Koziol
Elementary School and Ware
Middle School welcomed
guest readers from all over
the region and from within
the community.

Guest readers were treated
to a breakfast held at each
school’s library and waited

Y Readmg Day

'I-
.’2'—.;- win i

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Community Reading Day was held last Friday at Ware Public Schools. Ware Police Officer
Jeannine Bonnayer read to Maggie Orszulak’s second grade class at Stanley M. Koziol
Elementary School.

for students to escort them to
the classrooms.

Jan Yardley is the Director
of Accountability for Ware
Public Schools and has been
running Community Reading
Day for the last 25 years.

Community Reading Day
is considered a “long-stand-

Please see WARE
READING, page 8

C4R looks
to the
future

\Volunteers needed
to continue

watershed council

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

PALMER - The
Chicopee 4Rivers
Watershed Council held
its spring kickoff meeting
to reflect on the work that
has been done to ensure
the health of the area’s riv-
ers, and also to look ahead
to the future.

Community mem-
bers and volunteers
joined Chicopee 4Rivers
Watershed Council
Coordinator Keith Davies
and Events Coordinator
Jim Emerson at the Palmer
Historical Cultural Center
in Three Rivers on Sunday
afternoon, close to where
the rivers in the water-
shed meet up. These rivers
include the Swift, Ware,

Please see G4R, page 11

Community members modeled the importance of reading
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Town Administrator James Ferrera read “Ordinary Mary'’s
Extraordinary Deed” to Heather McKusick’s fourth grade
class during Warren Community Elementary School’s

Community Reading Day.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN - The stu-
dents at Warren Community
Elementary School were
excited to meet members
of their community during
Community Reading Day.

Organizing the event
for WCES was Special
Education Teacher, Linda
Beaudry, who has overseen
Community Reading Day for
the school since 2013.

Anywhere from 15-20
people throughout the com-
munity show up and read to
the students.

This year’s Community
Reading Day brought mem-
bers of the community who
have been reading to stu-

dents for many years, and
some newcomers. Beaudry
shared that the biggest ben-
efit the students get from
Community Reading Day is
“having these people model-
ing the importance of read-
ing.”

Community Reading Day
is also about learning the
jobs community members
have and they teach students
the importance of being a
good community member.
The books they read follow
along the themes of kindness,
friendship, and the actions
that impact others around
you.

WCES kindergarten
teacher, Heather Gaudreau,

Please see WARREN
READING, page 8

Questions needed for
‘Meet the Candidates’

WARE - Ware
Community Television
and the Ware River News
will be hosting a “Meet the
Candidates” forum prior to
the April 13 election, and
we need questions from the
community.

Select questions will
be asked to each candidate
running for the Selectboard
during the March 28 forum.

Please send your ques-
tions by email to pouim-
ette@turley.com by March
27.

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Ware Lions Club members Jeannie Odiorne (left), Judy
Fair (President), and Mark DeSantis cooked chick-
en pot pie at the American Legion during a Veteran
Appreciation Dinner held Monday night.

Appreciation dinner for
veterans hosted by Lions

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE - The Ware Lions
Club hosted a Veterans
Appreciation Dinner
Monday evening at the
American Legion hall.

The purpose of this meal
was to honor, support and
celebrate with the local
veterans and acknowledge
them for their service to
the nation. The meals were
prepared by members of the
Ware Lions Club.

Representing the Ware
Lions Club was President
and Zone Chair Judy Fair,
Secretary Bill Munsell,
Jeannie Odiorne, Deb
Ernest, Mark DeSantis,
along with several vol-
unteers. This appreciation
dinner featured a menu of
chicken pot pie, soft bever-

ages, and cake for dessert.

The Ware Lions Club has
been using the American
Legion as a meeting space
and the members wanted to
put together a meal to sup-
port and thank the veterans.

Fair made the final call
to have the inaugural meal
be chicken pot pie. The
Ware Lions Club plans to
offer this dinner once every
three months. If the event
gets busier or attracts more
interest, the Lions will plan
to offer it more often.

The Ware Lions Club
participate in various events
throughout the year. These

Please see DINNER,

page 2
o
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Ware Senior Center

NEWS

WARE - The Ware
Senior Center, 413-967-
9645, located at 1 Robbins
Road, is open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.

The thrift store is open
each of those days from 9
a.m.-noon. Donations to the
store are only accepted by
Sue LaBarge, who can be
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, March 30
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga with
Lisa
* 6-8 p.m. Ware Grange
Hall Fundraiser Dinner
Tuesday, March 31
* 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley
View Housing
* 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin
to the Oldies with Lisa.
$3 per class.
* 10 a.m. Scat
* 11:30 a.m. Lunch
* 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking.
$3 per class
* 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open
at5p.m.)
Wednesday, April 1
9 a.m. Tai-Chi
9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
12:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-
Laugh
* 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with
Lori
Thursday, April 2
* 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley
View Housing
* 9 a.m. Walking Club
(weather permitting)

St. Aloysius
Catholic School
lists honor roll

HARDWICK - St.
Aloysius Catholic School,

* 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing
for Beginners

* 10 a.m. Line Dancing 52 Church St., Gilbertville,
* 10 am. Scat announced the students who
¢ 11:30 a.m. Lunch achieved the honor roll for
* 12:15 p.m. Art Class the second trimester.
Friday, April 3
* 9a.m. Tai Chi High Honors
* 10 a.m. Scat Jakob McBride, grade
* 11:30 am. Lunch four; and Connor Shunaman,
* 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with grade five.
Lori
* 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open Honors
at5p.m.) Juliana Moryl, grade four;
Anthony Prentiss, grade four;
Ellie Matt, grade six; Lilliana
LUNCHES Soja, grade six; Alexander
DINE IN 11:30 a.m. Velez, grade six; Grant
All meals $3.50

Verham, grade six; Jackson
Boudreau, grade eight;
Hailey Casiello, grade eight;
Gavin Letendre, grade eight;
and Noelle St. Jacques, grade
eight.

unless otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you
name on the lunch list.

Monday, March 30
Steak & Cheese Sub
Sandwich with Peppers
and Onions, French Fries,
Tossed Salad, Dessert of the
Day
Tuesday, March 31
Shepherd’s Pie, Tossed
Salad, Dessert of the Day
Wednesday, April 1
Brunch
Blueberry Pancakes,
Scrambled Eggs, Sausages,
Hash Browns, Dessert of
the Day
Thursday, April 2
Chicken Quesadilla,
Spanish Rice, Tossed Salad,
Dessert of the Day
Friday, April 3
Good Friday
Baked Fish, Rice, Veggie
of the Day, Dessert of the
Day

Recycling Center offers
bulk waste day April 18

HARDWICK - The
Hardwick Recycling
Center, 2011 Barre Road,
will hold a Bulk Waste
Collection Event on
Saturday, April 18 from 8
a.m.-noon.

This event is open to the
residents of Hardwick and
surrounding towns. A recy-
cling center sticker is not
required.

Please note, there are
fees per item charged to
cover the cost of hauling
and processing.

Prices are as follows:
mattress/waterbed mat-
tress/futon, $30; couch,
$30; sleeper sofa bed/pull-
out couch, $40; loveseat/
upholstered chair, $25;
pool table, $25; wall unit
cabinets, $20; large enter-
tainment center, $20; sink,

USDA INSP. BONELESS

GENTER-GUT

DINNER from page 1

events include Concerts at

Back row from left: Judy Fair, Mark DeSantis, Ware Lions Secretary Bill Munsell, Jeannie
Odiorne, and Deb Ernest alongside veterans and Ware AMVETS members, who enjoyed a
meal put together by the Ware Lions Club.

LOWER PRIL‘ES
e INFLATION S
YOUR BUDGET’

PORK LOIN cur FREE cnuensn

$15; ceiling fan/upright
fan/box fan, $10; toilet,
$20; carpeting/foam carpet
backing, $15; kitchen/din-
ing table, $15; bookcase/
bureau, $15; trash com-
pactor, $10; wooden chair/
end table/coffee table/night
stand, $12; car seat (baby/
child), $7; bulk Styrofoam
(bagged), $5; and suitcas-
es, $5.

The staff and volunteers
reserve the right to price or
reject other items not listed
above accordingly on site.

For more informa-
tion, people can email
recycling@townofhard-
wick.com or stop by the
Hardwick Recycling
Center during open hours.
Volunteers are also need-
ed during the Bulk Waste
Collection Event.

5209

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK HAM (LEG) v 1 o

CuTt
FREE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HAM PORTIONS

PREMIUN CLEANED PORK
CHITTERING & 6 5rc e, O

EASTER HAMS
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USDA INSP.

KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE BONELESS

$
L 3 Ib

USDA INSP. MCKENZIES

1/2 SPIRAL HAM

WElAzE Pk 3

39

KAYEM OLD T
WHOLE HAM

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

HARDWOOD SMOKED .......

SALE DATES:
3/25-3/31/26

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIBEYE
FOR ROAST

WHOLE
sgslbg OR HALF

USDA INSP.
FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

6%’

USDA INSP.
CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA
FOR EASTER

$535

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS
HOLIDAY
PORK ROAST
STUFFED W/ HAM, CHEESE,
PEPPERS, BACON, OLIVES

120 N\ 5419

the Park at Grenville Park,
hosting an annual golf tour-
nament, and meals with
Santa Claus during the hol-
idays.

The Ware Lions Club is
looking to grow their Leo’s
Club, a youth group for kids
in grades seven up to senior
year. The Ware Lions Club
is looking to start promoting
this youth group with Ware
Junior/Senior High School.

The Ware Lions Club is
looking at ways to partner up
with other organizations to
help more in the community.
The Lions work hard to sup-
port the youth and seniors of
the community. Recently, the
club helped install a ramp for
one senior resident in town.

“All to support the
Veterans,” Munsell said, who
is also a veteran.

SARA LEE

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BELi
=>t¢ LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 oz

Each week the Ware River News digs
into its submitted photo archives
and selects a people photo to
publish. We need your help to help
identify those pictured.

File Photo

Last week’s photo from 2022 showed
Arlene Kusek of Auburn, Elaine Siok of
Ware and Becky Bottomley of Hardwick
working with a large group of
volunteers to clear invasive plants and
litter from the area around the gazebo
at New Furnace Landing in Gilbertville.
Lynn Park correctly identified twins
Arlene and Elaine.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo,
please send their names and your full name to
pouimette@turley.com.

Third grade students
of Stanley M. Koziol
Elementary School provid-
ed coloring sheets to thank
the veterans. These sheets
are hung up inside the
American Legion.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drag

]

A table full of veterans enjoyed chicken pot pie for dinner and cake for dessert at the
Veteran Appreciation Dinner hosted by the Ware Lions Club.

Lions Clubs International
includes over 1.35 million
members worldwide and
operates as an internation-

For more information
about the Ware Lions Club,
visit their Facebook page,
“Ware Lions We Serve.”

al organization that serves a
world in need.

S

In Loving Memory

Doris Elizabeth
Supczak

August 10, 1918 -

49 EA

USDA INSP. FROZEN

[ 1111132 (—

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KING FISH STEAKS
TR 2N ) —

Mayrch 31, 1995

) [E

Time has not changed
our love for you.

We miss you!

5%

Josephb and Doris Supczak’s children

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CONGH MEAT

CLEANED 5.5 500 "D 2D

Kelly Bado, O.D.

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

SKINLESS HADDOCK
(N1 AT T —

S Doctor of Optometry
99
9% Eye Exams

BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 16 BAG s

f 90 Meat Outlet@

A . - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

SAVINGS  SELECTION * SERVICE

Barre Opticians
395 Main St., Barre
978-355-2191

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Most Insurances Accepted

5162

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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Resident shared concerns about healthcare, legal fees

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Resident Cindy
Allen Bourcier shared con-
cerns about meeting min-
utes, legal fees and bringing
healthcare back to town at
the Selectboard’s meeting
last week.

At the March 17 meet-
ing, Bourcier said the legal
fees spent on Attorney
Patricia Davidson total
about $35,000, and the
Selectboard had previous-
ly approved $7,500 for the
retainer. Davidson was hired
to research the Lewis Gilbert
will and trust related to Mary
Lane Hospital.

Bourcier said she has
asked for details of the
Davidson’s invoices from
Town Manager Stuart
Beckley, but he has to verify
that this does not violate the
town’s attorney/client priv-
ilege.

She also has requested
a notice of claim form to
alert the town of a poten-
tial lawsuit regarding the
Selectboard’s vote to support
Baystate Health’s proposal to
establish a Convenient Care
site in town.

“It’s not a lawsuit...it’s
just saying ‘I’ve got an issue
with the town,” whether or
not something comes of it,”
she said. “But people are
looking into different ramifi-
cations of the determination.”

She said she wants the
Selectboard to have a “resi-
dent talk” with town counsel
KP Law regarding these ram-
ifications.

Bourcier said a lot of
towns have such a form, but

Beckley said the town does
not.

Selectboard member Ken
Willette asked Bourcier if she
was stating that the board’s
certificate of vote regarding
Baystate Health’s proposal,
influenced the court to keep
Baystate Health as the ben-
eficiary of the Lewis Gilbert
Trust, to which Bourcier
replied “yes.”

Willette said trustee Bank
of America may have cho-
sen to submit the certifi-
cate of vote, but it may not
have had any impact in the
court’s determination to
keep Baystate Health as the
beneficiary. Willette and
Selectboard Chair Nancy
Talbot said a document the
board received seemed to
indicate that.

Bourcier said she wants to
make sure the Selectboard is
taking the open meeting vio-
lation seriously.

Willette said the board
takes the open meeting vio-
lation filed by Bourcier seri-
ously, and they are working
together as a board. He asked
her what “ramifications” she
was referring to.

Bourcier said she believes
the board members made an
intentional violation of the
open meeting law regard-
ing the vote. She also said if
Baystate Health’s proposal
isn’t successful, “these funds
were wasted.”

Willette asked how apply-
ing time and energy for
something that hasn’t hap-
pened yet, would help get
healthcare back to town in
reference to the future suc-
cess or failure of Baystate
Health’s proposal.

“If Baystate does not live

up to its obligations...we
would deal with that at the
time it’s apparent to us,” he
said. “Baystate has presented
a plan and we expect them
to deliver on that plan...they
have committed to bringing
healthcare to Ware.”

Willette said he didn’t
know how they could specu-
late on “ramifications” over
something that hasn’t hap-
pened yet.

Willette said through the
work of the Hospital Review
Committee, Beckley, Talbot
and Dr. Howard Triestch,
Baystate Health has given
a proposal for a healthcare
site, rather than just walking
away.

“The town through its
actions has done a tremen-
dous amount of work and we
are much better for it today,”
he said.

Willette said he hopes the
board has an update from
Baystate Health in the next
45 days regarding the loca-
tion of the Convenient Care
and its opening.

Selectboard Vice-Chair
Josh Kusnierz said Baystate
Health needs to be clear with
what the Convenient Care
will offer, and it needs to
include urgent care.

“Physicians only don’t
suit the need of this town,”
he said.

Bourcier she is working
with Healthy Quaboag to
establish the Ware Regional
Health Coalition. She said a
meeting was held with area
representatives at the begin-
ning of February.

“There’s a lot of people
pulling together,” she said.
“There’s a lot of buzz going

2

on.

Bourcier said the coalition
could be helpful to Baystate
Health’s proposal.

Willette asked if Baystate
Health was invited to the
February meeting, and
Bourcier said “no” and
said it was because “we’ve
got to build up a love for
Baystate...there’s a lot of
people in that meeting...the
towns are not happy, do not
trust Baystate at this point,
plus they don’t have anything
here and they’re also saying
contradictory information.”

Beckley said the coalition
needs to create a mission
statement, before it begins
to move forward with a plan
that can be funded by the
Rural Health Transformation
money. He said Baystate
Health would be one of the
partners in the coalition, in
addition to Healthy Quaboag
and others.

Willette asked if this coa-
lition has been endorsed by
leadership in other towns,
or if it was an ad hoc group.
Beckley said it started as
ad hoc, but some Worcester
County towns have moved
forward with something sim-
ilar.

Willette asked Bourcier
if the Selectboard was invit-
ed to the February meeting.
Bourcier said she reached out
to all of the select boards of
area towns, including Ware.
She said Selectboard mem-
ber Jack Cascio attended the
meeting.

Talbot said the
Selectboard did not receive
an invitation. Bourcier said
she did not send one to the
board, but had invited Cascio
directly.

Talbot asked which

towns had representation at
this meeting. Beckley said
the towns of Warren, New
Braintree, Hardwick and
Belchertown did.

“We really should know
who is going to be part of
that group and who is rep-
resenting each community,”
Talbot said.

Draft letter

The Selectboard approved
having Beckley draft a letter,
which will seek a change in
the existing payment in lieu
of, taxes program with the
Quabbin Reservoir and its
watershed.

Beckley said each town in
the Quabbin Reservoir water-
shed area will be submitting
letters to seek more funding
through the PILOT program.

“Ultimately I think it’s
communities in the rural
area adjacent to the Quabbin
Reservoir, recognizing that
they’re not receiving just
compensation for the land
that was being used,” he said.

He said the town gets
around $380,000 per year
from the land use for the
Quabbin Reservoir.

This letter will also be
added as an article on town
meeting warrant.

Town Manager’s report

Beckley said himself, the
Police and Fire chiefs, along
with representatives from
Palmer and Warren met to
discuss public safety con-
cerns during certain events
held last year at Palmer
Motorsports Park.

He said they had a con-
versation with the proper-
ty owner, and the town of
Palmer will set conditions

or require a new or amended
special permit.

Beckley said interviews
began to fill two vacancies on
the Fire Department.

He said the deadline for
the owner to demolish the
vacant buildings on Main
Street has since passed, and
the town can now go in and
conduct a hazardous materi-
als test.

Beckley said bids will be
opened for the trail connec-
tion project in Grenville Park.

He said himself, along
with Talbot and Selectboard
member John Desmond,
attended the first presentation
of the town’s pavement man-
agement plan.

Desmond said there was
a lot of good information in
the plan, but funding these
projects will be a challenge
for the town.

Vacancy

The Selectboard voted to
advertise a vacancy on the
Ware Housing Authority.
A joint meeting with the
Housing Authority board will
be held on April 7 at 6:45
p.m. to make an appointment
to fill the vacancy.

Election hours
Polls will be open at the
Town Hall from 7 a.m.-8
p.m. for the Annual Town
Election on Monday, April
13.

Petty cash policy
The Selectboard approved
the Police Department’s petty
cash policy after removing a
paragraph that had contradic-
tory monetary amounts in it.

Gilbertville
library
rededication to
be held Sunday

HARDWICK - The anni-
versary celebration of the
Gilbertville Public Library’s
dedication will be held on
Sunday, March 29 from
2-4 p.m. at the library, 259
Main St., Gilbertville. There
will be food, music and a
show. All are welcomed and
encouraged to attend.

Parking is available at
the library, and at the adja-
cent Stone Church Cultural
Center, and the Whistle Stop
Restaurant across the street.

HARDWICK - Town
Clerk Ryan J. Witkos
announced there will be two
contested races on the ballot
at Hardwick’s Annual Town
Election on Saturday, May
2.

Polling hours will be
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at
the Hardwick Elementary
School, 76 School House
Drive.

Elizabeth V. Cyran of
Hardwick Pond Road, and
Zachary E. Spencer of
Barre Road will face off
for a three-year term on the
Select Board. The incum-
bent, Eric Vollheim is not
seeking re-election.

Heidi Johnson of Lyman

1292 PARK ST.

STIHL ®Husqvarna
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Road, and Lisa J. Nash of
Charity Hill Road, will face
off for a three-year term on
the Board of Health. The
incumbent, Paul Mailhot is
not seeking re-election.
Those running unop-
posed are as follows: Ryan
J. Witkos*, Town Clerk,
three years; Jennifer S.
Kolenda*, Assessor, three
years; Colin R. Brown,
K-12 Quabbin Regional
School Committee Member,
three years; Lisa Gaskill*,
Barry P. Koch, Paige
Memorial Library Trustee
(two positions;) Paige
Agricultural Fund Trustee,
Stanley D. White*, five
years; Ryan J. Witkos¥*,

Town Clerk shared Annual Town Election info

Moderator, three years;
Harry T. Comerford*,
Jennifer E. Garvey*,
Planning Board (two posi-
tions.) *denotes incumbent.

The last day to regis-
ter to vote for the Annual
Town Election is 5 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 22.

The vote by mail appli-
cation deadline is Monday,
April 27 at 5 p.m. Those
voters qualified to vote
absentee should contact the
Town Clerk’s office.

Voter registration will
be held at the Myron E.
Richardson Building, 307
Main St. on Wednesday,
April 22 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

HARDWICK - The
Town Clerk would like
to remind residents of the
April 1 deadline to register
their dog(s) or be subject to
a $10 late fine per dog.

A valid rabies certifi-
cate is necessary to license
any dog and the dog offi-
cer receives a list of owners
whose dogs are not regis-
tered as of April 1. Owners

Dog licenses are due by April 1

may be subject to fines
issued by the animal con-
trol officer for dogs that are
unregistered, unvaccinated,
and/or running at large.

Please also note the
Town of Hardwick has a
24-hour leash law.

Dogs spayed or neutered
cost $8 each and those still
intact are $15 each. Cash
or checks are accepted.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

e Bobcat Work

e | ot Clearing

e Emergency Services
e Firewood $265/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
¢ 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693

PALMER, MA 01069 (413) 544-9027
Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

-
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Clean ut Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Saturday, March 28th
7pm-11pm

Caboodle

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm e All Welcome

Shed, Pool. &

Anthun “Skip” Gervais
Hot Tub Rervovals

(774)397-6500

Saturday, April 4th
7pm-11pm

Pure
N Country -

Digital Photos &

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. ;

EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke

.

Purchase a photo
that recently ran in one
of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.
com/photo-request

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Social Security reduced
my monthly payment

Dear Rusty:

My last Social Security
payment decreased by
about $400, so I went to
my online SS account and
found a November 2025
letter explaining that my
2024 tax return showed a
greatly enlarged Adjusted
Gross Income.

Thus, SSA decided to
withdraw monies, as of
January 2026, from my
bank account because I'd
owed far more monies to
them. The letter itemized
my greatly diminished
2026 SSA monthly pay-
ment, explaining should
my next tax return show
a regular AGI, then
SSA would return my
SS income to regular
amounts and return every
prior month’s deficits?
Said letter also mentioned
an optional recourse, that
of compiling an “Appeal”
to regain my ongoing
decreased income. The
extra amounts now with-
drawn for Medicare Parts
A and D alone are out-
rageously high. I'm a
retired senior citizen on a
fixed income.

According to SSA,
my having sold a piece
of land in 2024 allows
SSA to decrease my
SS income. Has this
become a common prac-
tice against U.S.A. senior
citizens? Thank you in
advance for your input.

Signed: Feeling
Wronged

Dear Feeling Wronged:

From what you have
shared, it appears that
your SS benefit amount
has been affected by
a provision known as
Income-Related Monthly
Adjustment Amount.
IRMAA isn’t really a
Social Security issue,
rather it is a Medicare
premium thing. But
when IRMAA applies, it
reduces your net Social
Security payment because
Medicare premiums are
automatically taken from
your Social Security ben-
efit, thus making your net
SS payment less.

If you look at your
gross Social Security
payment at your online
“my Social Security”
account you will see that
your gross SS payment
did not change, but your
Medicare premium did,
thus affecting your net SS
payment. IRMAA, essen-
tially, makes Medicare a
“means tested” program,
where those with a high-
er AGI can pay a higher
Medicare Part B (and Part
D) premium.

However, IRMAA
is usually based on AGI
from two years prior to
the current year because
your current AGI infor-
mation isn’t available
from the IRS when
Medicare premiums are
determined in October
of each year. FYI, you
may have received a

notice in the mail in early
December telling you
what your 2026 Social
Security and Medicare
amounts would be.

In a nutshell, the land
you sold in 2024 appar-
ently increased your
AGI to exceed the base
IRMAA thresholds,
which are $109,000 if
you file your taxes as a
single or $218,000 if you
file your income tax as
“married/jointly.” And
the IRMAA supplements
are “progressive” (high-
er if your AGI is more),
so if your Medicare pre-
miums went up by about
$400 about twice the
2026 standard premium,
it’s likely that your 2024
AGI was over $137,000
if you filed as a single
or over $274,000 if you
filed as “married/jointly.
FYI, you can see the 2026
IRMAA brackets/premi-
um amounts at this link:
www.ssa.gov/benefits/
medicare/medicare-pre-
miums.html

A couple of additional
points:

Your Medicare premi-
ums will, indeed, revert
to the standard amounts
for 2027, if your 2025
AGI amount is under the
IRMAA threshold for
your tax filing status.

There is no premi-
um for Medicare Part A,
which is coverage for
inpatient hospitalization
care, because you are
receiving Social Security
benefits. However, there
is a premium for Part B of
Medicare (which is cover-
age for outpatient medical
services) and you must
also separately pay a pre-
mium for Part D, which
is coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs offered by pri-
vate insurers. And these
IRMAA supplements
apply even if you have a
Medicare Advantage plan
from a private insurer.

Unfortunately, your
only “recourse” is, as
SSA suggested, to appeal
the IRMAA supplement,
but that is usually suc-
cessful only if you can
prove you had a “life
changing event,” which
caused (or will cause)
your AGI to be less than
that used to determine
your IRMAA surcharge.
Your best option at this
point will likely be to
appeal using a “Request
for Reconsideration”
(Form SSA-561) asking
that your 2026 Medicare
premium be based on a
recent year’s (e.g., 2025)
lower income.

Finally, IRMAA isn’t
really a new thing — it was
enacted in 2003, effec-
tive in 2007. But it does
have a profound effect
on many seniors, as I
explained in this article I
recently published on the
topic: https://amacfoun-
dation.org/irmaa-a-medi-
care-surprise/.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?

We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Plants to celebrate Easter and then some

just a little over a week

we will be celebrating the
Easter holiday!

I am sure that many read-
ers will be either receiving the
Easter lily as a gift or pur-
chasing one for someone else.
Its pure white, intense-
ly fragrant blooms are
emblems of new life
and hope for the future
— I can think of no bet-
ter symbol of the holiest
day on the Christian cal-
endar than this one.

If you find yourself in
the market for an Easter
lily this week, select
one that is deep green
and has more buds than open
flowers. It should be propor-
tionate in height and not top
heavy.

If outdoor temperatures
remain chilly, be sure to cover
the plant well upon exiting
the store, and don’t leave it
in the car while you do other
errands!

Once home, the Easter lily
prefers temperatures around
65 degrees and bright but
indirect light. Water thor-
oughly, but allow the soil to
dry out in between waterings.

Be careful for the decora-
tive foil or plastic wrapper —
sometimes water will pool in
the bottom, keeping the soil
too moist. If you like how the
wrapper looks, poke some
holes at the base and place
the pot on a shallow saucer
to catch any water that drips
out. Dump the saucer as need-
ed. You can also remove the
wrapper and allow the pot
to drain in the sink for a few
minutes after each watering.

To prolong the life of your
plant, be sure to remove the
anthers before the pollen rip-
ens. This will also prevent the
pollen from staining the pure
white flowers and your nose!

As flowers start to wither,
cut them off — this will keep
it looking its best and redirect
energy back to the bulb.

Once the soil warms,
the Easter lily can be plant-
ed outside in full sun and
well-drained soil. Sink the
bulb with foliage and stem
attached, to a depth of three
inches and water well.

It’s hard to believe that in

After the original foliage
dies, cut it back to the soil
surface. New growth will
soon emerge. Lilies benefit
from a layer of mulch to keep
their roots cool. Although
they are quite hardy, do pro-
vide some winter protection

!
e

in the form of straw, ever-
green boughs or the like.

With any luck you will be
delighted with big, beauti-
ful white flowers next sum-
mer. Although lilies bloom in
spring under the controlled
conditions of the greenhouse,
they bloom naturally during
the summer months.

Another good and wide-
ly available option for Easter
gift giving is a pot of spring
bulbs.

With tulips, daffodils and
hyacinths to choose from,
there will no doubt be a fra-
grance and flower color that
appeals to you. Be sure to
choose them in bud, rath-
er than full flower because
warm household temperatures
will cause them to burst into
bloom in no time.

To maximize indoor bloom
time, enjoy in your living
space during the day, but
move to a basement, spare
room or garage each night
where temperatures are cool-
er, but not freezing!

The great thing about
forced bulbs is that they can
be enjoyed in the house this
Easter and next year in the
garden.

Daffodils and hyacinth are
the most dependable repeat
bloomers. Tulips (depending
on the type) may bloom great
the following season but then
take a few years off-time to
recharge before blooming
again.

If you wish to plant your
bulbs outside, remove spent
flowers as they wither and

allow the foliage to brown. At
this point stop watering and
let the bulbs dry out. They
can be planted outdoors in
spring, or saved until the fall
for planting as you normally
would.

Sometimes I get the
job done in spring,
although it does feel
odd to be doing it
then, simply so I
won’t forget to plant
them in the fall!

Primroses are plen-
tiful at florist shops
and nurseries this time
of year as well, and
they too make great
Easter gifts. Even

though they are usually sold
in small pots, it’s hard to miss
their brightly colored flow-
ers poking up through basal
foliage.

They come in almost every
color of the rainbow.

Many types of primrose
make great garden plants;
check the label to make sure
the one you purchase is hardy
before planting it outdoors.
I have had a clump of prim-
roses blooming for years now
that started out as a potted
plant.

An inexpensive but cute
gift idea is to insert a pot of
primroses into a basket and
fill in around it with Easter
“grass,” this way it can be
enjoyed as a centerpiece
before it makes its way to the
garden.

These days I prefer green
paper “grass” purchased at
the craft store, or make your
own by use of a shredder. It is
less problematic for pets.

As you plan for Easter,
make these plants part of your
celebration, and enjoy them in
the garden thereafter!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

BAC

n Oakham resident
saw a yellow-bellied
sapsucker also known

as yellow-bellied woodpecker
at her suet feeder earlier this
month.

They have a long point-
ed bill and the typical black
and white feather pattern of
the downy and hairy wood-
peckers. Sapsuckers are larg-
er than downy woodpeckers
and smaller than hairy wood-
peckers. The yellow feathers
are muted and not that visi-
ble as the resident noted. They
also have vertical, white wing
patches. Both adult males
and females have a red fore-
head. However the male has
a red throat and the female,
a white throat. Their young
have brownish coloration, but
they do have the white wing
patches

As the name sapsucker
implies, these woodpecker
drill holes, row after row, to
get at the sap found in many
native species of trees such as
aspen, birch (paper and yel-
low), elm, eastern hemlock,
sugar maple, etc.in spring-
time. Other birds such as
ruby-throated hummingbirds,
bats and insects also drink
from these “sap taps.”

People who burn wood
most likely have seen the
neat rows of holes drilled by
the sapsucker in some of the
wood from their pile.

The drumming of the yel-

Male yellow-bellled '
: sapsucker SRR

low-bellied sapsucker is very
distinctive, consisting of a roll
with clearly separated taps at
the end and sometimes at the
beginning “tap-tap trrrrrrrrrrr
ta-ta- tat-tat-tat.” Both sexes
drum. Ritual tapping at the
lower rim of the nest hole is
a rather common acoustic sig-
nal.

The yellow-bellied is the
only sapsucker seen in the
eastern half of the U.S. and
across the northern forests.
These sapsuckers are migra-
tory, which is a fairly rare
trait for woodpeckers. They
live in a variety of habitats
from low-lying floodplains
to mountainous forests at
10,000 feet. Their breeding
range extends from Alaska
to Newfoundland and south
along the Appalachians. They
winter across the East from
New Jersey west to Texas and
all the way south to Panama.

A common breeding dis-
play involves males point-
ing their bills skyward as
they showcase their red
throat patch for an interested
female. Though both sexes are
involved with excavating nest-
ing cavities; males do most of
the work. Occasionally, sap-
suckers visit bird feeders for

suet.

Bald eagle
and turkey
vultures

Early this
month, a
Worthington
resident sent
an email.
He said he
had a “lucky
and thrilling
sighting of an
eagle, white
tail obvious,
circling on
high with
three tur-
key vultures and he called it
“Intra species cooperation” or
more likely, the eagle using
the vulture’s ability to find
carrion.

I saw three turkey vultures
along Route 122 in Barre near
Vernon Avenue on March
16. I saw two turkey vultures
in Oakham on St. Patrick’s
Day. Their return is a sign of
spring.

Robins

Last week, I saw a huge
flock of robins, probably close
to 100 birds fly over head
along Route 32 in Gilbertville.
Robins overwinter in this
area, but large flocks are the
returning robins that migrate.

Canada geese

The Canada geese are
also returning. I saw quite a
few geese in a cornfield in
Spencer last week. I also saw
about a dozen or saw fly over-
head.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard8§8 @aol.com or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.
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OPINION
POLICY

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length, and
“Your Turn” guest column between
500-800 words. No unsigned or
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person
submitting the opinion also include
his or her town of residence and
home telephone number. We must
authenticate authorship prior to
publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks,
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069
or via email to:
pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions
is Monday at noon.

Turley Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the election.
We reserve the right to edit all
statements of candidacy and
letters to the editor to meet our
guidelines.
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QRSD budget information meeting held

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN - The Quaboag
Regional School Committee
held an informational meet-
ing regarding the fiscal year
2027 school budget this past
Monday

Director of Finance at
Quaboag, Nicole Goncalves,
said the informational meet-
ing will go over three ver-
sions of the budget, and will
list some contributing factors.

According to the data
collected by the Quaboag
Regional School District,
enrollment since 2007 has
gone down to about 500 stu-
dents. Students who attend
also include school choice.

Another contributing fac-
tor is state and other aid,
which goes over Chapter 70.
True revenue for Chapter 70
is net of school choice send-
ing and charter school send-
ing tuition.

Transportation is based
of reported expenditures in
the FY 25 end of year report.
Chapter 70 FY 26 cher-
ry sheet estimate is listed at
$10,600,000.

The Governor’s FY 27
local aid proposal is listed
at $10,676,590; a $76,000
increase. Goncalves shared
that the healthcare increase
alone is more than that
amount.

With school choice, the
school receives revenues
from the students that come
into the school district and
send money out for stu-
dents going out of district.
Looking at both estimates
the net receipts are up rough-
ly $600,000. Chapter 70 is
going up in small increments.

Town contributions are
also a contributing factor. A
required minimum contri-
bution is the amount that is
calculated from the state that
a town is required to pay to
the school. The town must
pay this amount or could face
fines, withholding of funds or
other consequences.

The above required min-
imum contribution is the
amount the town is agree-
ing to pay to the school.
However, they are not
required to contribute over
the required amount.

Goncalves said this
includes the assessment for
transportation, which is also
rising in cost.

An increase in students
placed out of district means
an increase in transporta-
tion services needed for stu-
dents. The increase for stu-
dent transportation for FY
27 is about 5%. The budget
increase for FY 27 is just
over $300,000.

The transportation reim-
bursement is based on an
85% return to district.

Health insurance is anoth-
er contributing factor for the
FY 27 budget. Health care
costs are rising and lower
reimbursements create a rev-
enue gap.

Specialty medications are
costly as well as GLP I Class
medications are soaring in
popularity. Goncalves even

added that retirees are living
longer which increases costs
as population ages.

“Costs are just increasing
in general,” Goncalves said.

These include utilities,
paper goods, technology, sal-
ary increases, cleaning prod-
ucts, repairs and maintenance
and a lot of other factors.

For the level service bud-
get, expenditures for opera-
tion and capital is listed at
$24,190,847, which is up
$1,796,488 from FY 26, an
8% increase.

The next piece of the pre-
sentation looked at the possi-
bility of restructuring the ele-
mentary school. This involves
having West Brookfield
Elementary School house
students in grades K-three,
and Warren Community
Elementary School housing
grades four-six.

There is also the possi-
bility of closing one of the
elementary schools, West
Brookfield Elementary
School in particular.

If this were to occur, the
above minimum contribution
would decrease to $872,459
from $1.3 million in FY 26.

A FY 27 budget compar-
ison slide was shared listing
the FY 26 approved budget,
the FY 27 level funded bud-
get, the FY 27 restructured
elementary school budget and
the FY 27 budget if WBES
closes.

The School Committee
will be meet on Monday,
March 30 to vote on a budget.

QRSD Superintendent
Stephen Duff spoke about
where the school district is at
and how these certain budget
factors impact it.

To Duff’s knowledge,
from 2012 to today, enroll-
ment has decreased by over
325 students.

He said receiving school
choice students has been con-
sidered a “lifeline” for the
district. As the school district
takes kids in, they use the
funds to help support the edu-
cation children are receiving.

“Why enrollment matters,”
Duff said.

The formula for the
foundation budget is enroll-
ment times foundation rate.
However, costs continue
to rise regardless of enroll-
ment. The revenues decline
while expenses continue to
increase.

Over the years, the
Quaboag Regional School
District has made significant
reductions, with ties to staff.
Duff said he believes there
have been over 30 positions
eliminated during his time in
the district.

Despite these reductions,
he said the school district
remains one of the top-ranked
districts in Massachusetts.

“We are the top perform-
ing district and we do it with
very little,” Duff said.

The communities have
supported education over
the years and Duff feels that
partnership is the school’s
strength. This success reflects
hardworking students, dedi-
cated teachers, strong admin-
istrators, supportive families,
and communities.

Though education is about
supporting students, it also
includes the schools having
a financial system that must
be sustainable. With costs in
all areas continuing to rise,
revenue from the state has not
kept pace.

For transportation, if ele-
mentary schools split, the
district may have to add a
third tier of transportation.
When adding a tier, you add
additional transportation, but
don’t realize the savings until
the following fiscal year.

Duff explained some
of the one-time funds that
have been used to stabilize
the budget. Funds such as
COVID relief, Free Cash,
Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief
funding, American Rescue
Plan Act funding, and school
choice funding have been
supportive temporary funding
sources.

Duff describes these funds
functioning as a savings
account. Once the savings
are used, they no longer exist.
Yet, the ongoing expenses
remain the same or increase
as they are doing.

Each town is required
to contribute a minimum
amount to the school district.
West Brookfield’s required
contributions increased by
$302,000, with transportation
increasing by approximately
$200,000.

The current challenge is
that West Brookfield is facing
a significant financial con-
straint. Free Cash has been
used extensively over the last
several years to help fund
the operating budget. With
funds extremely limited, the
$530,000 above minimum
from last year is not avail-
able.

The challenge of some
educational considerations
the school district has made
is teachers are spread across
multiple buildings, which
makes collaboration difficult.

Though these budget deci-
sions are difficult decisions
for the School Committee to
make, there are some bene-
fits to some of them. For
reconfiguration or closing
of a school, benefits could
include better student group-
ings, more effective interven-
tions, stronger teacher collab-
oration, improved curriculum
consistency, better access to
instructional coaching, and
more efficient use of staff.

However if the district
chooses to reconfigure, class
sizes will go up.

Duff said the school dis-
trict’s commitment will
always be put students first,
supporting the staff, and
working collaboratively with
the two towns.

Public comment

The School Committee
opened the floor for questions
from the public about the pre-
sentation.

One person asked about
what would happen to the
teachers if WBES closed.
Duff addressed this and said
there is a process to follow,
but a lot of teachers will be
able to remain a part of the
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district.

Duff said the school dis-
trict does its best to take care
of their people, but unfor-
tunately there will be some
tough decisions to make.

Some residents in the
school district addressed con-
cerns about kids being placed
in reduced classrooms. The
idea of 30 kids in a class-
room appears rough for both
the students and the teach-
ers. Duff clarified that grade
six will not move to middle
school.

One West Brookfield par-
ent asked if there was a plan
to try and increase enroll-
ment. After the presentation,
there seemed to be no clarifi-
cation on how to turn enroll-
ment around for the better.
Duff pointed out that 60 of
the 249 students at WBES are
school choice.

Duff said he sees students
coming to Quaboag because
of the excellent education
system. The school district
has come a long way over the
years offering new programs
that keep students in the dis-
trict.

He said closing a school
is one of the last things the
district wants to happen, but
it does fall into a scenario the
School Committee has found.

Duff said the amount per
student for school choice
($5,000) hasn’t changed in 20
years. When asked about the
possibility of cutting sports
and programs, Duff shared he
is a big believer that sports,
music, art and theater are crit-
ical components of some of
the school’s academic class-
es.

Some residents asked
about the Proposition 2 %2
override in West Brookfield.
If the override goes through,
the numbers that are current-
ly on it will not be sufficient
to maintain the level service
budget that the school needs
for West Brookfield’s assess-
ment.

The town would need a
$1.6 million override for one
year. The override is not only
for the schools, but for the
entire town and their depart-
ments.

Rural Aid was also
brought up during the ques-
tion period of the informa-
tional meeting. The school
district could reach out as
much as possible to their
State Legislators for support.
Rural Aid is a huge benefit,
considering the subject Duff
made about how 57 of the
towns in Massachusetts are
facing a potential override.

A parent asked about IEPs
and school programs, before
and after school. Duff said
they’re looking at putting
things together to keep these
valuable school programs.

“It’s a very difficult deci-
sion that our school commit-
tee is going to have to make,”
Duff said. “The state is not
funding the way they need to
fund.”

DiRico named MASS CPA
Educator of the Year

WARREN - Jean
DiRico, a dedicated busi-
ness educa-

Throughout her career,
DiRico has demonstrated
commitment

tion teacher to student
at Quaboag - success, inno-
Regional vative teach-
Middle High - ing methods,
School has s = ' and foster-
been honored ing a deep
with the pres- - understanding
tigious MASS fl of personal
CPA Educator . { N finance and
of the Year ! L business prin-
Award. b Ly ciples.

This award L ¥ “T am truly
recognizes o e honored to
outstanding Jean DiRico receive this
contributions recognition

to accounting education
and the promotion of finan-
cial literacy in the commu-
nity.

“Jean has always been
an incredible advocate
for her students, making
sure they take advantage
of every opportunity that
comes their way,” said a
representative from MASS
CPA. “Her dedication,
enthusiasm, and genuine
love for teaching make
her truly deserving of this
honor.”

from MASS CPA,” said
DiRico. “Teaching is my
passion, and inspiring stu-
dents to succeed both aca-
demically and in life is the
greatest reward.”

The award will be for-
mally presented at a net-
working event hosted by
MASS CPA at Braeburn
Country Club in May,
where DiRico will join fel-
low leaders in the account-
ing and education fields
to celebrate excellence in
teaching.

Town Election to be held May 5

WARREN - Town
Clerk, Laura J. Stockley
said the Town Election will
be held on Tuesday, May 5.

Appearing on the ballot
will be the following:

Moderator, three-
year term; Selectman,
three-year term; Board
of Health, three-year
term; Assessor, three-year
term; Park Commissioner,
three-year term; Cemetery
Commissioner, three-
year term; Sewer
Commissioner, three-year
term; Planning Board,
five-year term; Housing
Authority, five-year term;
and Housing Authority,

two-year term.

The Quaboag Regional
School District positions
will also be incorporated
on the Town Ballot. Two
members from the Town
of Warren for a three-year
term and two members
from the Town of West
Brookfield for a three-year
term. Deadline for return-
ing nomination papers is
Friday, March 20 by 4 p.m.

Last day to register
to vote before the Town
Election is Friday, April
24 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at
the Town Clerk’s office
in the Shepard Municipal
Building.

Easter egg hunt at Lucy
Stone Park on April 4

WARREN - The annu-
al Easter egg hunt will be
held at Lucy Stone Park
on Saturday, April 4 with a
rain date of April 11.

Egg hunts will be orga-
nized by age group with
children ages 5-7 starting
at 10:30 a.m.; ages 8-10

starting at 10:45 a.m.; and
ages 4 and under starting at
11 a.m. Please bring your
own Easter basket.

There will be prizes, an
Easter raffle, refreshments
and a chance to have your
photo taken with the Easter
Bunny.

« Small Class Sizes
e Art, Band, Chorus

» World Language Lab

HADLEY ELEMENTARY

o Tech & Makerspace Lab

¢ 7:30am Homework support (free)

« Afterschool Clubs: Newspaper,
Equestrian, Board Games

« Inclusive Special Ed Services

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS 2026-2027

Hadley Public Schools grades PK-12 is now accepting
School Choice Applications.

They can be found at www.hadleyschools.org.
The cut-off date for applications is April 15th.
Hadley Public Schools offers the following advantages:

HOPKINS ACADEMY

« Small Class Sizes

« Advanced Course Offerings

o AP, PLTW, Early College

« Career Pathways in:
Business & Finance, Clean Energy,
Manufacturing & Engineering,
Information Sciences, Social Assistance
& Health Care, Life Sciences

« Extracurricular Offerings: Athletics,
Band, Chorus, Drama, Equestrian,

« New Playgrounds
» Project Lead the Way .
distinguished school Leadershlp ) )
. ] o Internships, Service Learning
Open spots in grades K-2. « Travel Opportunities
Limited spots grades 3-5.
Grade 6 closed.

Grades 7-12 open.
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SB discussed town-owned properties

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

HARDWICK - The
Select Board began its
March 23 meeting with a
discussion regarding 179
Main St., Gilbertville.

Speaking about the prop-
erty during the meeting was
Felix Wamburu, who owns
a property near the building.
Wamburu was doing work
on his own property when
he came across 179 Main
St. and soon wanted to learn
more about it.

After speaking with the
Highway Superintendent,
the neighboring proper-
ty owner got word that the
building had been aban-
doned for quite some time.
Wamburu wanted to come
before the Select Board and
get an idea of any interest
the town may have and help
him decide on what to do
with the building.

On of his proposals is
pursuing the building to be
renovated into some form
of housing. Wamburu want-
ed to put out some sugges-
tions and see if this proposal
would be something that is
beneficial for the town.

The Select Board and
Town Administrator Justine
Caggiano said they could do
an request for proposal but
wanted to know what kind
of housing Wamburu was
considering.

Wamburu wants to look
at the footprint of the build-
ing to see if the space is
appropriate for apartments

or possibly condos. If so,
how many condos or apart-
ments could go in.

He is aware that the
building at 179 Main St. is
a historic building and he
said this proposal is in the
very beginning stages of any
potential plan.

Wamburu is looking at
the building and what can
be preserved. He is not look-
ing for any drastic modifi-
cations.

“It’s preliminary,” Select
Board Vice-Chair William
Tinker said.

The Select Board also
discussed the Ruggles Hill
Street School after receiv-
ing a letter from resident
Elizabeth Cyran to put this
discussion on the agen-
da. There are several com-
ponents tied to the school
building, including what
is said in the deed and the
Mixter Trust.

The Select Board did
receive a response from
town counsel regarding the
deed, which they have a
copy to review. One idea is
to start a draft of an RFP,
as the board doesn’t wish
to endure a lot of legal fees
like the Town did when they
were addressing the Paige
Building.

The board wants to make
sure the title is clear and
what to specifically put in
the RFP before moving for-
ward. Caggiano said she’d
be happy to start a draft of
an RFP, but wants direction
from the Select Board first.

Cyran spoke about the
building and what she heard

HARDWICK - St.
Aloysius Catholic
School is hosting an
Open House on Monday,
April 6, from 3-5 p.m.

Prospective fam-
ilies are encouraged to
visit the school, locat-
ed at 52 Church St. in
Gilbertville, where they
can tour the classrooms,
meet the teachers and
learn more about the

Open House at St. Aloysius
Catholic School is April 6

rich, faith-filled educa-
tional experiences that
await.

For more informa-
tion, please call the
school and speak to
Roberta McQuaid,
Enrollment Coordinator,
at 413-477-1268. Or
apply on line at https://
www.staloysiuscs.com/
join-our-family/applica-
tion/.

from DEP. One of the proj-
ects is to take the setback
out of the building.

Cyran says the group
interested in the school
building wants to “stay
within the general makeup
of what that building has
always been.” It was space
of learning and education.

The Select Board wants
to investigate more with
DEP and follow the advice
they received from town
counsel. The board also
thought of reaching out to
the Mixter Trust.

Select Board Clerk
Jeffrey Schaaf said, “We
should be looking at the 179
Main St. RFP, because it’s
clear...we own the build-
ing.”

Schaaf said the board
needs to find out more about
Ruggles Hill Street School
before doing any kind of
RFP.

The board will review
the deed, contact the Mixter
Trust, and contact DEP
regarding the school. The
board will talk more about
Ruggles Hill Street School
at their next meeting.

The board agreed to a
draft an RFP for 179 Main
Street.

Cemetery Commission

The Select Board heard
from Paula Roberts of the
Cemetery Commission,
starting with the Revolving
Account. In year’s past, the
Cemetery Commission only
withdrew $5,000 out of the
revolving account.

For fiscal year 2026, the
revolving fund has $11,767,
but the Commission can
only spend up to $5,000.

Roberts is asking both
the Select Board and the
Finance Committee for
approval to spend up to
$11,000 in the fiscal year.
Roberts updated the board
and said it has been a busy
first six months in the fis-
cal year for the Cemetery
Commission with various
projects at the cemetery.

Tinker confirmed with
Roberts that the actu-
al spending number she is
asking for is $11,500. This
spending would take effect
once accountant gets vote
from the Finance Committee
and the Select Board.

The board does have

A,

rdh -

Low cost
tutoring &
scholarships
are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at the
Palmer Public Library,
here to help you meet
your educational and
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

opFloor

LEARNING

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Tutors Needed

For English Language Learners, HiSet
Tutors: English, Writing & Math

GOT BUGS? SPAM? HACKERS?

Learn how to rid yourself of these pests!
Get answers at Top Floor Learning’s

Computer Security Class, March 25, 1 p.m.
Brought to you by Post Computer,
cost $20 pre-registration encouraged.
Call 413-544-6600

Computer
Security Class

o Basic Computer Use —

o Resumé Building & Updating
« English Language Learning

o GED/HiISET Preparation

» Reading, Writing, Math
 Citizenship Exam

o SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Call to ask about our next

Computer Security class

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

emall dklmball@topﬂoorlearmng ‘org
: https //topfloorlearning. org/,

.

a joint meeting with the
Finance Committee in one
week after this meeting
(March 23). This subject
could be brought up then
as well to let the Finance
Committee know.

Seeing no concern,
the board voted to raise
the limit of the Cemetery
Commission Revolving
Account to $11,500 and
passed. The Cemetery
Commission is just wait-
ing for the approval of the
Finance Committee.

Roberts would then dis-
cuss the mowing contract.
The Cemetery Commission
voted to award the bid to
a mowing service they’ve
used in the past, Lori
Crevier. The contract is up
to $25,500.

The Select Board
approved the mowing con-
tract.

The board would then
discuss the appointment
of Frank Hansen to the
Cemetery Commission.
There has been a vacan-
cy on the commission for
over a year. Roberts said the
Cemetery Commission is
a working board, and their
candidate has appeared to
be willing to put in the time
to help. The board appoint-
ed Hansen to the Cemetery
Commission.

Town Administrator’s

report

During her report,
Caggiano shared that she
and the Board are work-
ing well with the Finance
Committee on the FY
27 budget. The Town
Administrator feels the town
has a good grasp of where
they are with debt.

The joint meetings with
the Finance Committee have
proved to be helpful in dis-
cussing the budget.

Caggiano met with the
Highway Superintendent to
discuss an item to declare
gravel surplus. This will be
put on the Select Board’s
next meeting.

The next Select Board
meeting with the Finance
Committee will be Monday,
March 30 at 6 p.m., and will
be discussing the general
government section of the
FY 27 budget.

Board heard

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARE - During new
business, the Planning Board
heard a proposal from Fred
Smith, who owns property on
Greenwich Road.

Smith was at the March
19 meeting to discuss a pro-
posed habitat project that
may be suitable for the land.
Smith partnered up with
Mass Wildlife to do a project
beneficial for the habitat. Part
of the proposal is to extract
some gravel and donate the
land to Mass Wildlife.

According to Smith, the
back half of the proper-
ty is not permitted and had
some of the protected habi-
tat there. The landowner met
with Mass Wildlife back in
December, on site, and dis-
cussed conceptual ideas for
habitat improvements. This
would be a restoration proj-
ect to improve the land and
the existing habitat.

This area is bounded by
the Muddy Brook Corridor.
In the end, the habitat does
benefit from this sort of
work. The land is described
as a unique habitat type, fea-
turing sandy soils and an area
for turtles.

There are some gravel
sites and abandoned pits to
take care of and Smith shared
that gypsy moths have done
a hefty job on the oak trees.
In other words, the mess out
there really shows itself.

“There’s no habitat, in my
opinion, there now,” Smith
said.

The Planning Board asked
how much gravel Smith
would remove. Smith said a
fair amount and is looking to
do about 25 feet of cutting.
The plan will go through
Mass Wildlife for review to
be sure it’s appropriate for
the project.

Mass Wildlife is doing
similar projects throughout
the State, including one in
Sterling. Open gravel soils
is what they seek, according
to Smith and his associates.
Species need that kind of
soil. For example, wood tur-
tles, which are endangered,
use open space to easily nest.

From the Planning

proposed

habitat project

Board’s viewpoint, this proj-
ect could be done in a couple
of ways. According to Vice-
Chair Chris Dimarzio it may
require a special permit for
earth removal. If it is done
all at once and not a mining
operation, it seems possible.

Smith shared that this
project would be done in
phases, as it is a wildlife
enhancement project. Smith
intends to bring a plan for-
ward in phases, but wanted
to hear the Planning Board’s
feedback beforehand.

The board would like to
see further information on if
there is no impact on any-
thing else, such as the water
supply. Smith will spend
time fortifying an argument
that will enhance the habitat
and not hurt anything else on
the land. The Planning Board
will revisit this again.

Appeal questions

Next under new business
was Maxwell LaBier’s dis-
cussion for decision appeal
for 120 Church St. for a
home occupation. LaBier
shared about wanting to
appeal to the Zoning Board
of Appeals.

Before going forward,
LaBier wanted to go to the
Planning Board and see if
this was the correct approach.

From what the Planning
Board heard, LaBier is not
really appealing, but asking
for a variance from the rules
in place. The applicant seems
to be starting over on a proj-
ect, and the board suggests
that he apply for a variance.

“You’re asking for a vari-
ance at this point,” Kenneth
Crosby said, Planning Board
Chair.

Prior to going to the ZBA,
the Planning Board suggest-
ed LaBier provide a com-
pelling argument the ZBA
would consider.

Public hearing

The Planning Board held
a public hearing for an ANR
and Special Permit for 275
Malboeuf Road for a com-
mon driveway. The applicant,
Shawn Crevier, is looking to
create two 10.65 acre lots for
the ANR.

Please see PROJECT, page 8
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CLUES ACROSS

1. “Bird of Paradise”
constellation

5. Red Sox WS winner
Bronson

11. Whirl

12. The State Dept. has
a notable one

16. Energy, style and
enthusiasm

17. Part of the mind

18. Mountainous country

19. Type of beverage

24. Atomic #109

25. Opposite of falsities

26. Female sheep

27. Rocky peak

28. Sensitive information
sharing environment

29. Ethnic group of
Thailand

30. Patron saint of Rome
Philip

31. Psychedelics

33. Japanese pine

CLUES DOWN
1. Some are “secret”
2. Intestinal openings
3. Distant planet

34. Have an impact on

38. Violent disorder

39. A French river

40. Early Mesoamerican
civilization

43. Messenger
ribonucleic acid

44. Musician Clapton

45. Ancient Greek
sophist

49. Largest English
dictionary (abbr.)

50. Valley

51. A way to unwind

53. Atomic #93

54. Recommending

56. Indigo bush

58. Larry and Curly’s pal

legislative powers

colored hair
7. Red cross
8. An alternative

10. About ear

13. The opening letters
14. Feeling of regret
15. Atomic #39

21. Atomic #55

59. Off-Broadway theater 22. Carries a debt 52. Sodium

award 23. Albanian monetary unit 54, Large fish of the mackerel
60. Fencers 21. Semitic abjad letter family
63. Small Eurasian deer ~ 29.Yes 55. Not one

(pl) 30. Negative 57. __and behold

64. Relating to songbirds

65. A way to assign 32. Connecticut

4. Assembly possessing high

5, Genus of typical owls
6. One with distinctively

9. Abominable snowmen

20. Luteinizing hormone

31, Ean a perfect score

33. Partner to cheese

34. Snack nuts

35. Quadruped’s body part
36. Locate

37. Pitching statistic

38.“__, myself and I”

40. Utah city northwest of
Provo

41, Football players in the
trenches

42. One who runs the show

44, Wood

45, Performing artists

46. Slang for a cut

47. More breathable

48. Most crafty

50. Provokes into action

51, University of Dayton

61. Sports highlight show
62. “The Great Lakes State”




Ryan Semione of Ware ran out of
Beaver Lake after taking a full-body
swim in the 32 degree water at last
Saturday’s Polar Plunge to benefit the
Special Olympics of Massachusetts.

PLUNGE from page 1

Special Olympics Massachusetts gives
student-athletes of all abilities a chance
to participate in Olympic-style events.

This past Saturday, more than 40 peo-
ple braved the 32-degree water of Beaver
Lake to raise $7,815 for the nonprof-
it organization — a number that keeps
climbing as donations continue to roll in.

A total of nine teams participated,
including the Monson Police Department
represented by Gwen Gasperini, Nick
Gasperini and Paul Mayo. This is the
fourth year the department members have
participated in the event to support an
organization that is close to their hearts.

The Monson Police Department
participates in a number of fundrais-
ers to benefit the Special Olympics of
Massachusetts.

Old Mill Pond Elementary School in
Palmer had a team this year called the
Plunging Goddesses. Made up of Julie
Bamber, Laurie Manning, Lisa Newton,
Jemma Thompson and Devin Burns, the
Plunging Goddesses have been preparing
for an event such as the Polar Plunge
since last year.

The team members have been practic-
ing weekly cold-water immersions since
last March, with the Goddesses reaching
the four-minute mark in the Swift River
just a few days prior to Saturday’s event.

Joining them was Holyoke fifth-grad-
er Dylan Rivas, who was able to match
the Plunging Goddesses’ impressive
endurance in the frigid water.

The Plunging Goddesses were the sec-
ond highest earners at this year’s Polar
Plunge, raising close to $1,200.

Another newcomer to Ware Polar
Plunge was WESTCOMM Regional
Dispatch Center, with a team made up
of Penny Ryan, Anthony Massoia and
Gregory Wallace. The Dispatch-Sicles
raised an impressive $657.43, earning
them fourth place for team fundraising
efforts.

The Beaver Lake Littles team was
made up of several returning plungers, as
well as some first timers. This team was
the top earner, raising over $2,400.

The top individual plunger was Kristin
Siok with $700, followed closely by
Dennis Birks with $600.

Bonnayer thanked all of the Polar
Plunge participants for braving the cold
water and supporting Special Olympics
of Massachusetts, as well as those who
generously donated to the cause.
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Jeannine Bonnayer signaled the plungers that it was
almost time to enter the chilly water.

The Plunging Goddesses were represent-‘“—-,'
ed by Palmer's Old Mill Pond Elementary
School staff and parents. Shown stand-
ing from left were Julie Bamber, Laurie
Manning, Lisa Newton, Jemma Thompson
and Devin Burns. Kneeling was Holyoke
fifth-grader, Dylan Rivas.
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Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Nico Dias and Arlo Semione of the
Beaver Lake Littles, splashed in the

Ware Police Officer Jeannine 4
ol Bonnayer celebrated another

g successful Polar Plunge. e ‘__ ot
e Mike Cygan and Jeannine Bonnayer served
food to Polar Plunge participants.

—

Walmart's team members made
their way into Beaver Lake.

Dawson Whitham of the Beaver
Lake Littles ran back into the
water after his plunge.

5

Gwen Gasperini of the Monson Police Department’s team, was the first to reach the water.
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THE CENTERED PLACE

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Offering both onsite and online classes

Voted Best Yoga in the region by  #
Town & Country Living Magazine

NeEsco SaLes™e-

We Make It Easy For You!

¢ Collision Specialists ¢ We Help with Insurance Claims!

SINCE 1988

RS #1688

.

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,

Come experience this for yourself.

¢ Free Estimates (By Appointment) e Expert Color Matching
89 2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009

open and energized.

286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA
WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM

www.nescoautobody.com

413-283-6403
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» Produce WRITERS & Send writing
news and/or samples with
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for various towns PAULA OUIMETTE
and cities. 24 Water Street

/ Palmer, MA 01069
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or email directly to:
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and able to meet Y pouimette@turley.com
strict deadlines. . )
* Salary based on Publications, Inc. ¥

a flat rate by story and photo.
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COMMUNITY READING DAY
Sy 1

Ware Police Chief Shawn Crevier took questions

prior to reading.

WARE READING

from page 1

ing tradition” and accord-
ing to Yardley it has been
acknowledged by Ware
Public Schools for at least 40
years. Folks from all walks
of life in various occupations
donate their time to read to
the next generation of read-
ers.

Ware Town Manager
Stuart Beckley has been
participating in Community
Reading Day for over a
decade and usually reads
at Stanley M. Koziol
Elementary School. This
year, Beckley found him-
self reading at Ware Middle
School in Kayla Haley’s sixth
grade class.

Also representing the
community of Ware was
Police Chief Shawn Crevier,
who has been chief for nine
years.

Community Reading
Day featured many spe-
cial guests. Morning News
Anchor from WWLP 22
News, Julia O’Keefe was in

her second year participating
in Community Reading Day.
O’Keefe said it is important
for the kids to have role mod-
els, and the readers can talk
to the students about the roles
they play in the community
they live in.

O’Keefe shared that her
favorite book series growing
up is Junie B. Jones.

O’Keefe read to Jessica
Walker’s fourth grade class at
Ware Middle School. Other
news anchors who attended
Community Reading Day
were Sloane Wick from
Western Mass News, and 22
News Meteorologist Adam
Strzempko. Radio person-
ality Bruce Marshall of The
Valley’s Classic Hits on
97.7 FM was reading to Liz
Musnicki’s fifth grade class.

Jim Lawless and Boomer
from the Springfield
Thunderbirds were reading
to Ally Woodward’s second
grade class. After reading,
Boomer held a dance party
with the kids.

Ware Fire Chief Jim
Martinez read “No Dragons
for Tea” to Tyler Darling’ s

Ware Fire Chief Jim Martinez talked about fire
safety during Community Reading Day.

Pt h_‘-l-luu
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Ware Town Clerk Nancy Talbot took questions from
Shannon Foley’s fourth grade students at Ware Middle

School.

third grade class. The kids
asked Martinez a lot of fire
safety questions.

Over 30 readers partici-
pated in Community Reading
Day at Ware Public Schools
and enjoyed their time get-
ting to know the students
through reading and learning.

Helping local
businesses

grow, thrive,
and succeed.

Many small businesses struggle to grow and secure funding.
QVCDC, with support from USDA and MassDevelopment,
guides entrepreneurs in the Quaboag Valley with practical
tools to strengthen operations, plan for growth, and prepare
for financing so their business can thrive.

or low cost.

N and B

Quaboag Valley
I Cummumﬁ. [hwlupmcnt Cm‘pumt:un

Business development services

From start-up to growth stage, QVCDC offers one-on-one guidance to help
you strengthen operations, market your business, and manage finances.
Our flexible programs connect you with experienced advisors, many at no

Workshops and training

Build your skills and strengthen your business through QVCDC's hands-

on workshops and group training sessions. Designed for both new and
established businesses, these sessions cover business planning, marketing,
and financial management. Financial assistance may be available for
qualifying participants.

Loan applications and funding

Ready to launch or expand your business? QVCDC can guide you through

the lending process with support for business plan development, cash-flow
projections, and loan readiness. We'll help you prepare a strong application
and position your business for long-term success.

Funding provided
in part by

l& MassDevelopment

Discover how your
business can reach

new heights at
QVCDC.org or call
413-967-3001.

The readers were given gift
bags as a thank you for join-
ing Ware Public Schools for
Community Reading Day.

WARREN READING

from page 1

had her students share their
thoughts on how much they
enjoyed Community Reading
Day. Warren Chief of Police,
Gerald Millette, and library
assistant, Rowan Bernstein,
both read to Gaudreau’s
class.

The kids got to ask ques-
tions about their jobs, and
the readers also asked the
kids questions, including
what they would like to do
when they grow up. Many
of Gaudreau’s students said
they want to be police offi-
cers.

Sixth grade teacher, Dan
Howe, had Joseph Ribeiro
from North Brookfield
Savings Bank read to his
students. Ribeiro read “Oh,
the Places You’ll Go” by Dr.
Seuss, and shared his life’s
journey and how he got to
his current role at the bank.

He also took questions
from Howe’s students, which

Boomer from the
Springfield Thunderbirds
had a great time inside
Ally Woodward’s second
grade classroom at SMK
Elementary School

U

Donna Lee Honeywell read to Sara Stoddard’s
third grade class at SMK Elementary.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

22 News Morning News Anchor Julia O’Keefe participated

in Community Reading Day.

RIGHT: Sylvia
Cummings read
“The Good Egg” to
Kristi Kenyon'’s first
grade class.

were about his job and
responsibilities.
“He did a great job,”

Howe said. “Community
Reading is good for these
kids.”

WCES had a lot of return-
ing guest readers who love
supporting the school and the
students. Warren Fire Chief
Adam Lavoie has been par-
ticipating in Community
Reading Day every year
for over a decade. Sylvia
Cummings of the West
Warren Public Library and
the Warren Cultural has been
a part of WCES Community
Reading Day for many years,
and so is Town Historian,
Sylvia Buck.

The school received a
call from Marlene Fortin,
who wanted to volunteer for
Community Reading Day.
Fortin is also doing the Earth
Day Clean Up, and brought
a fun book to read, “Happy
Clean Earth Day”.

“The people who do this
want to come back,” Beaudry

Submitted photos

LEFT: Community member
Anne Banville, left, and
Warren Town Treasurer
Dawn Swistak read to Karen
Bys’ kindergarten class.

shared.

New to this year’s
Community Reading Day
was Susan Teixeira, EVP at
North Brookfield Savings
Bank. Senator Jacob
Oliveira also participat-
ed in Community Reading
Day, and his assistant, Noah
Green, also got to be a part
of it.

Beaudry thanked Dunkin
in Warren for donating cof-
fee, hot chocolate, and
donuts for the readers.

The students of WCES
also provided gifts for their
guests. Over 260 bookmarks
were made and given to the
readers as a thank you for
coming to their school.

Community Reading
Day is held every spring at
WCES. For those inter-
ested in reading next year,
contact Warren Community
Elementary School at 413-
436-5983 or email amcder-
mott@quaboagrsd.org.

PROJECT from page 6

The surveyor for this ANR
is Robert H. LeMaitre of R.
H. LeMaitre, PE, PLS and
shared plans of having access
to these parcels. There is a
barn that is not considered
residential and is a space for
a few horses and goats on the
field. The lots mentioned are
basically estate lots.

Crevier’s next step is dis-

cussing conservation and is
waiting on the designs for
conservation and arrange-
ments with the Wetland sur-
veyor are lined up already.
The Planning Board views
this project as a straightfor-
ward ANR.

“This meets the criteria of
the Bylaw,” Dimarzio said. “I
believe it does.”

Given the states push
to create density and more

housing on property. The
board thinks this is a good
way to add more use to the
land.

The Special Permit pro-
posal from the same appli-
cant is for a shared drive-
way. Since no concerns were
brought up by the public or
by the Planning Board, they
approved both the ANR and
the Special Permit.
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Perfect day for a road race:

Holyoke rumns

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - A warm and
hot day is not ideal for run-
ning long distances, but give
a harrier a 40-50-degree day,
and it’s the perfect environ-
ment make great time.

Louis Serafini, of
Cambridge, experienced
that as he completed a sub-
30-minute 10K in the 49th
running of the Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Day Road Race
last Saturday afternoon.
Serafini completed the hilly
course throughout downtown
Holyoke in 29:45. He had a
great pace going, averaging
4:47 a mile with thousands of
people cheering him on as he
completed the course 50 sec-
onds ahead of the runner-up.

Yankarlos Diaz was the
second-place finisher. He
comes from Manchester, CT.
He completed the 6.3-mile
course in just 30:35.

This year’s top female
finisher was Rachel
Schilkowsky. She comes
from Providence, RI and
placed 12th overall. She
completed the course at
34:03, winning the race for
the very first time.

Among local finisher,
Monson’s Matt Provost came
in at 34:15. He had a pace of
about 5:30 per mile.

According to the results
provided by Presidential
Timing, which took over the
timing of the race last year,
nearly 4,900 runners, male,
female, and many children
and teenagers, completed the
10K race.

In addition to the ideal
temperature for running, the
day was sun-splashed and
beautiful, making for a great
setting for the running of the
race, which had more than
6,200 runners signed up.

a

.
The race included mul- .
tiple waves of competitors,
and also included a beauti-
ful rendition of the National
Anthem by a member of
the Holyoke Grand Colleen
Court, Bridie Bowler.

49th holida;

|

www.sports.turley.com

Mike Siok, of Ware, heads
for the finish.

Crews in the city did an
excellent job preparing for
the race, getting the course
prepared despite a lot of
snowfall during the past cou-
ple of months.

While there were plenty

of local runners, race results

Please see RACE, page 10

Dylan Tenczar, of Ware, is all smiles as he
gets to the end of the 10K.

the finish line.

Brian Farmer gets set to cross

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Shawn Clark finishes off his race.

Bay State
Games
announces
leadership
changes

BOSTON - Bay State
Games has announced
new staff appointments
and board leadership
changes leading into the
2026 Summer Games.

Alanis Tirabassi has
been promoted to deputy
executive director. Alanis
has been with Bay State
Games since 2017, when
she began as an intern
while attending Salem
State University. She was
hired full-time as sports
coordinator in 2020 and
later promoted to director
of operations before her
recent promotion.

She joins Kevin
Cummings, who has been
with the Bay State Games
since 1984 and has served
as executive director since
1999, as part of the orga-
nization’s two-person
full-time staff.

In addition to her
role with Bay State
Games, Tirabassi serves
as a committee chair-
person for the National

Please see GAMES,
page 10

Senior All-Star games at HoF

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD— One
year ago, Gene Rich, the
head coach of the Ware boys’
varsity basketball team, had
the opportunity to watch
Justin Grout participate in the
Western Massachusetts Class
C and D Senior High School
All-Star Basketball Game.
The All-Star game took
place on the renowned Jerry
Colangelo Court of Dreams,
located inside the Naismith
Basketball Hall of Fame in
Springfield.

Two Ware seniors were
selected to play in this year’s
All-Star game, which was

held at the Hall of Fame on
March 20.

Jack Gaudreau maneuvers near the paint.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Brady Guimond flies for the hoop.

Brady Guimond finished
the game with 11 points for
the green team, while Jack
Gaudreau scored 10 points
for the white team, which
celebrated a 112-87 victory.

“I'm very happy for both
Brady and Jack,” said Rich,
who was recently notified
that he’ll be inducted into the
Quabbin Regional Athletic
Hall of Fame in the fall. “It’s
a little bit strange watch-
ing them play for opposing
teams tonight. I had a lot of
fun coaching them during the
past four years. Not only are

Please see HOF, page 10

Safety first: Extra bag
coming to baseball

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

ver the past decade,
safety has been
a key theme for

many of the rule changes
that come through either
the National Federation
of High Schools, or
the Massachusetts
Interscholastic Athletic
Association.

Rule changes have cen-
tered around taking care
of athletes, limiting unsafe
play, and especially any-
thing that can result in con-
cussions.

Years ago, softball
implemented an orange
bag, a safety bag, at first
base. It’s more common-
ly known as a double bag
since there are literally two.
The orange bag is directly
to the right of first base and
is mostly for the runner’s
use.

Any runner running
out a ground ball in a way
where they would run
through first base, utilize
the second bag, typically
colored orange. The runner
is required to step on the
orange bag while the fielder
can use the standard white
bag. The purpose has been
to avoid collisions between
a hustling runner and the

first baseman, who could
get carried in a differ-
ent direction by an errant
through. The second bag
puts a little space between
the runner and the fielder.

After seeing success
with safety in softball, the
double bag is coming to
high school baseball. The
NFHS is making the base
a requirement for high
schools beginning in 2027.
However, several high
schools, including Agawam
and South Hadley, have
opted to install the dou-
ble bags this season and
implement the new rules to
help high school students
get used to playing with
them before the rule is fully
implemented.

Some schools will wait
until next year depend-
ing on the time it takes to
install another anchor for
the double bag.

High school umpires are
also being educated on the
new rules concerning using
the double bag in a base-
ball game. Andy Rogers,
who is the coordinator and
assignor for high school
games, said it has been a
part of recent meetings
with umpires to prepare for

Please see SAFETY,
page 10
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Candlepin League NEWS =

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League

WARE - The regular
candlepin league season has
completed as Roll-A-Way
Lanes prepares for the play-
offs.

The teams who qualified
for the playoffs are Sandri,
Night Hawks and Fire
Mountain. The final wildcard
spot will be awarded to either
Team UMass, Spare Parts
Bud, or Ironmen.

During the last week,
Ironmen bowled against Fire
Mountain. In game one, Fire
Mountain defeated Ironmen
by a score of 477-442. Rick
Trott of Fire Mountain began
with 108. Pete Swistak of
Ironmen began with 116.

In game two, Fire
Mountain won again by
a score of 478-463. Ryan
Drago of Ironmen had the
highest score of 118.

In game three, Ironmen
pulled off a victory with a
score of 466-462. Swistak
finished strong with 127 and
a three-game series of 352.

The final score was
1417-1371 in favor of Fire
Mountain. After losing two
out of three games, [ronmen
isn’t eligible for the playoffs.

Team UMass bowled
against Flaming Bowling
Balls (FBB) during the final
week. In game one, Team
UMass won by a score of

511-479. Kevin Trott led
Team UMass to victory with
116 in game one.

In game two, FBB defeat-
ed Team UMass, 489-449.
Ryan McCarthy of FBB
bowled 108 and Don Paulus
bowled 103 after beginning
with 113.

In game three, FBB
won by a score of 472-456.
McCarthy finished with 112
and a series of 315. The final
score was 1440-1416 in favor
of FBB.

Zeke’s Freaks bowled
against Night Hawks during
the final week. In game one,
Night Hawks won 460-450.
The second game was won
by Zeke’s Freaks, 458-424.
The final game was won
by Zeke’s Freaks, 504-443.
Tony Burke of Zeke’s Freaks
finished with 127 as his team
win with a final score of
1412-1327.

Sandri finished the reg-
ular season with a match
against P&J Meats. In game
one, P&J Meats won by a
score of 520-516. Ron Gouin
of Sandri had a triple strike
while bowling 145.

In game two, P&J Meats
won again by a score of 463-
432. The final game was
won by Sandri, 457-454.
Gouin finished with 120 and
a three-game series of 367.
The final score was 1437-
1403 in favor of P&J Meats.

Slow Burners bowled
against Cannonballs in the
final week. In game one,
Cannonballs won by a
score of 476-441. The sec-

ond game was also won
by Cannonballs, 470-465.
The final game went to
Cannonballs, 456-440, for a
three-game sweep over Slow
Burners. The final score
was 1402-1346 in favor of
Cannonballs.

The Snappers bowled
against Spare Parts Bud in
the final week. Snappers
took game one by a score
of 492-445. Kevin “Kras”
Krasnecky began with 122
during a Snappers victory.
John Jebb of Spare Parts Bud
began with 107.

In game two, Spare Parts
Bud got the victory, 467-
458. Krasnecky followed
up with 115. In game three,
Spare Parts Bud pulled off
the victory, 496-492. Jebb
finished with an over average
game of 109. The final score
was 1442-1408 in favor of
Snappers.

After tallying the regu-
lar season standings, Team
UMass was awarded the final
birth into the four-team play-
off round. The playoffs will
begin the following week
with two division winners
and two wildcard teams.

The #1 seed, Sandri, will
bowl against the #4 seed,
Team UMass in the play-
offs. The other playoff match
will be Fire Mountain (2)
against Night Hawks (3). The
remaining eight teams will
bowl against each other in a
roll off during the playoffs.
The finals will be held on
April 1.

HOF from page 9

they outstanding basketball
players, they’re also great
kids. I'm sure they’ll remem-
ber this night for the rest of
their lives.”

Gaudreau, who’s a start-
ing center, led the Indians
with 390 points this past
winter. He finished his var-
sity basketball career with a
total of 1,116 points. He’s
the sixth member of the
Indians boys’ team to score
1,000 career points since
1975.

“Jack is one of those bas-
ketball players who plays
with his back to the bas-
ket,” Rich said. “He scored
the majority of his points on
inside baskets.”

Just like Grout, Gaudreau
was the starting goalie for
the Indians boys’ soccer
team.

Guimond, who’s a start-
ing small forward, was
switched to the point guard
position by Rich at the end
of the season. He scored
more than 250 points this
year and more than 800
during his varsity career.

“Brady played on the
wing, but I decided to switch
him to point guard for our
last eight games of the sea-
son,” Rich said. “We were
struggling scoring and
I thought it would help us
offensively. He handled the
position very well. I think

Brady has the potential to
play college basketball.”

The other four seniors
listed on the Indians boys’
varsity hoop roster are Kaleb
Kanozek, Alex Orsulak,
Brodie Koczur, and Sean
Bernier.

“The six seniors are going
to be very difficult to replace
next year. All of them helped
us a lot this season,” Rich
said. “We’re going to have
to figure out who’ll be able
to fill their shoes next year.
We’ll need some of the
younger players to step up.”

Gaudreau and Guimond
were starters for their respec-
tive teams in the Class C and
D All-Star game.

“It was an honor to repre-
sent my school in this game,”
Guimond said. “It was also a
lot of fun playing against one
of my teammates. Jack is one
of my best friends and it was
a lot of fun playing on the
same varsity basketball team
with him the past few years.”

Gaudreau, who’ll be
attending Springfield
College, gave his thoughts
about playing against
Guimond.

“We played on differ-
ent youth basketball teams
until we were in the eighth
grade,” said Gaudreau, who
isn’t planning to play college
basketball. “My teams lost
to his team most of the time,
but I was able to beat him in
tonight’s game. It just feels

awesome playing a game on
this court.”

The Indians, who lost to
Greenfield in the semifinals
of the Western Mass. Class
C tournament, entered the
Division 5 state tournament
as the 24th seed with a 10-10
record. They beat the 41st
seed Renaissance School,
61-29, in a preliminary
home game before posting
an 57-43 win at ninth seeded
Boston English in the round
of 32. Ware’s season came
to an end following a 66-49
road loss to eighth seeded
Hoosac Valley in the Sweet
16. Hoosac went on to cap-
ture the Division 5 state title.

“We lost in the state tour-
nament to Pioneer Valley
Regional, who wound up
winning the state champi-
onship title,” Rich said. “We
lost to Hoosac this year and
they also won the Division
5 state title. I like the state
tournament because it chal-
lenges you. It exposes the
kids to a different type of
environment that they’re not
used too.”

Following the All-
Star game, Gaudreau and
Guimond took a picture
with their varsity basketball
coach. The duo will be wrap-
ping up their outstanding
high school athletic careers
as members of the Indians
varsity baseball team this
spring.

L4 @turleysports
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Athlete of the Month
Mike Siok

Ware High School

iok was the top finisher from Ware in the
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race. Siok
came across the finish line at 41:59.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gsci-

belli@turley.com.

MouLton

Insurance Agency \

HOME —AUTO — BUSINESS — LIFE

GCONGRATULATIONS
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99% Claim Satisfaction Rate  On-site Registry Processing
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Ware, MA 01082

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327 ‘@7

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
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showed individual partic-
ipate from all over New
England, New York, and
New Jersey. There were
even some international
runners.

Last Saturday’s even
included a fun run for
children and a walk as

well that have been tra-
ditions in recent years.
Prior to the race, there
were musical perfor-
mances and other enter-
tainment downtown.

i
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Louis Serafini, of
Cambridge, won the
10K race at 29:45.

Rachel Schilkowsky, of
Providence, RI, was the top
female finisher at 34:15.

SAFETY from page 9

this year. There are nuances
to the double bag rule that
umpires will need to enforce.

Among them, while the
standard practice is that run-
ners running through first
base such as in the situation
of trying to beat out a ground
ball will use the orange bag
and fielders trying to record
a force out will utilize will
use the white bag, there are
couple of exceptions.

One is the dropped third
strike. If there is a dropped
third strike and a catcher
throwing on the outside of
the baseline to first base, the
first baseman is allowed to
utilize the orange bag to field
the throw and record the out.
The runner, in this situation,
can use either base.

After a runner has run
through first base, typically
after beating out a ground

ball, that runner must come
back and touch the white

ritory, the orange bag is in
foul territory. If a batted ball

bag. If the hits the orange
runner bag, the ball
comes will be
back and called
touch- foul. A
es the — ball that
orange “— DoubleBag hits the
bag, that white bag

runners is in

play once they touch the
orange bag and can be tagged
out.

On situations like a clean
base hit, a batter/runner who
heads for first and rounds
the bag, will utilize the white
bag. But a runner running out
a ground ball who touches
the white bag instead of the
orange bag could be called
out on appeal because it can
be treated like missing a
base.

While the normal white
base is the border of fair ter-

or rolls over
it is still fair.

The second bag at first
base is orange in most cases,
but can be another color.

For 2026, players playing
on fields that have the dou-
ble first base bag will use
them with the rules that come
with them. Adult leagues in
the region have pledged to
observe the rules of the dou-
ble bag if they play on fields
that have them. Most adult
leagues go by MLB rules,
which do not require a dou-
ble bag at first base.

GAMES from page 9

Congress of State Games.
She also works as a consul-
tant for Dave McGillivary
Sports Enterprises and

Conventures Events,
Communications &
Marketing.

After more than 22 years
as chair of the Bay State
Games Board of Directors,
Phil Gloudemans will step
down this spring. Under
his leadership, Bay State
Games has grown into one
of the largest multi-sport
nonprofit organizations in
New England. He joined
the Board of Directors in
1987 and he will continue
to serve on the board and its
executive committee.

Gloudemans is the asso-
ciate director of media rela-
tions at Boston College.

Prior to his BC position, he
held senior media relations
roles at Brown University
and Boston University, as
well as with three interna-
tional public relations firms
in Boston.

The Board of Directors
has elected Dan Adams of
Polsinelli PC Law Firm in
Boston as its new board
chair. Adams has served
on the Bay State Games
board for nearly 20 years
and is head of sports and
entertainment at Polsinelli
PC. He holds a bache-
lor’s degree from Boston
College, a law degree from
the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill,
and an MBA from Harvard
University.

In addition to his volun-
teer work with Bay State
Games, Adams serves on

the Board of Directors of
the East Greenbush Miracle
League. His experience
with state games spans
decades, including as a
three-time participant in
the Empire State Summer
Games of New York.

Registration for the
2026 Bay State Summer
Games will begin in early
March. The 2026 Summer
Games will feature events
from May 9 through July
25 across 30 different sports
throughout eastern and cen-
tral Massachusetts.

Players from Western
and Central Massachusetts
schools have consistently
participated in the Bay State
Games during the summer,
especially in sports like soc-
cer, field hockey, and vol-
leyball.
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Ware Police Log

During the week of March
15-24, the Ware Police
Department responded to
31 miscellaneous calls, 40
administrative calls, 13 traf-
fic violations, 10 emergency
911 calls, five harassments/
stalks/threats, three fires, five
trespasses, one damage/van-
dalism, four thefts/larcenies,
two frauds, seven safety haz-
ards, two animal calls and
29 motor vehicle stops in the
town of Ware.

Sunday, March 15

4:28 a.m. Assault,
Mattson Boulevard, Report
Made

9:37 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Ross Avenue, Dispatch
Handled

12:55 p.m. DUl/Impaired,
Upper Church Street, Could
Not Locate

2:19 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
Palmer Road, Arrest Made

3:09 p.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, Cherry Street,
Services Rendered

8:43 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
West Street, Assist Given

9:05 p.m. Traffic
Violation/Hazard, Pleasant
Street, Vehicle Towed

9:16 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
Pulaski Street, Services
Rendered

Monday, March 16
2:47 p.m. Damage/
Vandalism, West Street,
Services Rendered
3:48 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Pulaski Street, Could
Not Locate

Tuesday, March 17

2 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
North Street, Parking Ticket
Issued

2:01 a.m. Electrical
Hazard, Upper Church
Street, Services Rendered

2:01 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Walnut Street,
Parking Ticket Issued

2:02 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Cottage Street,
Parking Ticket Issued

3:43 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Hardwick Pond Road,
Services Rendered

3:57 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Pleasant Street, Taken/

Referred to Other Agency

5:38 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Lee Road, Services Rendered

6:56 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Sherman Hill Road, Services
Rendered

7:08 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Malboeuf Road, Taken/
Referred to Other Agency

8:29 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Shady Path, Services
Rendered

9:41 a.m. Brush Fire,
Old Belchertown Road,
Investigated

11:03 a.m. Traffic
Violation/Hazard, Highland
Village, Report Made

11:21 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Beaver Road, Assist Given

4:59 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, North Street,
Services Rendered

5:44 p.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, West Street,
Advised

Wednesday, March 18
1:51 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, North Street,
Citation/Warning Issued
2:11 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Walnut Street,
Citation/Warning Issued
2:22 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Smith Avenue,
Citation/Warning Issued
2:29 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Aspen Street,
Citation/Warning Issued

2:34 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Dale Street,
Investigated

5:07 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Clifford Avenue,
Parking Ticket Issued

5:26 a.m. Bylaw

Editor’s Note:
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be
innocent until found
guilty in a court of
law. Police provide us
with the information
you read on this page
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any
suspect listed here is
found not guilty or has
charges dropped or
reduced, we will gladly
print that information
as a follow-up upon
being presented with
documented proof of the
court’s final disposition.

Violation, East Street,
Parking Ticket Issued

5:31 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Pulaski Street,
Parking Ticket Issued

11:15 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Gilbertville Road,
Dispatch Handled

1:29 p.m. Weapons/
Firearms, Eagle Street, Could
Not Locate

6:50 p.m. Abandoned
911Call, West Street,
Investigated

Thursday, March 19

6:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

7:30 p.m. Indecency/
Lewdness, Hillside Village,
Services Rendered

10:15 p.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, West Street,
Services Rendered

Please sce WARE POL|CE,
page 13

Hardwick

Police Log

During the week of
March 16-23, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police
Department responded to
56 building/property checks,
16 directed/area patrols,
19 radar assignments, four
traffic controls, 17 emergen-
cy 911 calls, three citizen
assists, three assist other
agencies, one complaint, 17
safety hazards, one missing
person, one fire, one threat,
one larceny/theft/shoplifting,
two motor vehicle accidents,
six animal calls and eight
motor vehicle stops in the
town of Hardwick.

Monday, March 16
11:02 a.m. 911 Fire
Alarm, Fiske Road, Services
Rendered
1:17 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Officer
Handled

Tuesday, March 17

2:32 a.m. Utility Issues,
Old Greenwich Plains Road,
Referred to Other Agency

2:50 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Turkey Street, Referred to
Other Agency

3:08 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Collins Road, Referred to
Other Agency

3:40 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Barre Road, Merge

4:09 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Greenwich Road, Removed
Hazard

4:17 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Greenwich Road, Referred
to Other Agency

4:37 a.m. Safety Hazard,

Open burning permits available online only

Season runs now
through April 30

WARE - Open burning
season is open now through
April 30, during the hours
of 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Permits will be avail-
able online only at ware.
firepermits.com. In order

to obtain a burning permit,
please go to ware.fireper-
mits.com and register for
the site.

If you are already regis-
tered for the site from last
year’s season, you only
need to log in and apply for
a 2026 burn permit.

Please make sure you
link your bank account

for UniPay for a smoother
process. The bank requires
time to process your pay-
ment and your permit will
be inactive until payment is
approved.

Cash will not be accept-
ed at the fire station for a
burn permit. All processing
fees are required through
the online website.

Barre Road, Referred to
Other Agency

6:15 a.m. Complaint,
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred
to Other Agency

6:56 a.m. Safety Hazard,
West Street, Removed
Hazard

7:42 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Petersham Road, Referred to
Other Agency

7:43 a.m. 911 Safety
Hazard, Ruggles Hill Road,
Referred to Other Agency

8:04 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred
to Other Agency

9:41 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred
to Other Agency

10:13 a.m. Safety
Hazard, Ruggles Hill Road,
Referred to Other Agency

11:33 a.m. Safety
Hazard, Petersham Road,
Referred to Other Agency

12:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Lower Road, Written
Warning

2:41 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Lower Road, Services
Rendered

2:43 p.m. 911 Utility
Issues, Church Street,
Referred to Other Agency

2:44 p.m. Utility Issues,
Main Street, Merge

3:15 p.m. 911 Safety
Hazard, Bridge Street,
Investigated

4:15 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Lower Road,
Services Rendered

5:41 p.m. Utility Issues,
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred
to Other Agency

5:42 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Turkey Street,
Transported to Hospital

7:15 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred
to Other Agency

7:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, Hardwick Road,
Spoken To

Wednesday, March 18

5:36 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Turkey Street, Services
Rendered

11:57 a.m. Fire/Illegal
burn, Jackson Road,
Investigated

12:21 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Turkey Street,
Transported to Hospital

3:42 p.m. 911 Missing
Person, Barre Road,
Services Rendered

Thursday, March 19

2:21 a.m. Medical
Emergency, Prospect Street,
Transported to Hospital

11:52 a.m. Medical
Emergency, Barre Road,
Transported to Hospital

7:52 p.m. Threat, Main
Street, Referred to Other
Agency

Friday, March 20
5:29 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Hardwick Road, Spoken To
2:53 p.m. 911 Motor
Vehicle Crash, Church
Street, Report Taken

Saturday, March 21

12 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Old Petersham
Road, Transported to
Hospital

4:09 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Barre Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:52 p.m. 911 Larceny/
Theft/Shoplifting, Main
Street, Officer Handled

9:38 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Creamery Road, Officer
Handled

11:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

Sunday, March 22

11:34 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Hardwick Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:21 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town, Peace
Restored

5:25 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town,
Merge

6:24 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Lower Road,
Transported to Hospital

Monday, March 23
6:04 a.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Hillside View,
Services Rendered

CA4R from page 1

Quaboag and Chicopee.

“They all meet right here
within a half mile of each
other,” Davies said.

The Chicopee River
Watershed is the largest in the
commonwealth and the larg-
est in the Connecticut River
basin. Despite its geographic
area, this watershed is often
overlooked.

“It’s the largest watershed
in Massachusetts,” Davies
said. “It’s also one of the
least recognized in the state.”

Davies said the council
needs a dedicated core group
of volunteers to keep a focus
on the watershed, and contin-
ue to grow its mission.

“We need long term com-
mitments and people to really
engage,” he said.

Water monitoring
and restoration

Davies said the for-
mer watershed council, the
Chicopee River Watershed
Council, was inactive, and by
2014, he and others worked
to revitalize it, and changed
its name to Chicopee 4Rivers
Watershed Council to encom-
pass all of the local rivers.

In 2015, the council put a
major focus on water qual-
ity sampling, with grant
funding under the umbrel-
la of the Connecticut River
Conservancy. The council has
also received financial sup-
port from various towns, in
addition to Country Bank, the
Lake Wickaboag Preservation
Association and the Quaboag
& Quacumquasit Lake
Association.

“It largely relates to bacte-
ria,” Davies said of the water
quality sampling. “The bac-
teria sampling is kind of that
pulse...that annual physical.

That’s what the sampling is;
it’s really that check-up.”

Water quality sampling
is conducted at sites across
the watershed from late
spring to late summer. The
bacteria levels are then ana-
lyzed at Connecticut River
Conservancy’s lab, and post-
ed on its website ctriver.org
or at isitclean.us.

Water quality is listed for
“primary” or “secondary”
use, with primary being safe
for swimming and secondary
for boating or fishing.

In 2023, the Department
of Environmental Protection
awarded a grant that allowed
the council to take samples
from more sites than ever
before.

“There were six sites in
2015, Davies said. “Since
2023 we’ve done 25 sites.”

Davies said the coun-
cil was recently notified
that the Connecticut River
Conservancy received DEP
grant funding again for this
year’s sampling season.

In addition to collecting
water samples for testing, the
council’s volunteers also col-
lect data on weather condi-
tions and water temperatures.

“If there’s rainfall before
sampling, it can elevate bac-
teria levels,” Davies said.

He said if there’s an ele-
vated bacteria level without
rainfall prior to sampling,
it could be an indicator that
something along the river is
causing the spike.

“We do look at how those
values change,” he said.

C4R has also facilitated
invasive plant removal from
waterways, such as water
chestnuts.

Davies explained the
importance of continuing to
monitor rivers for the invasive
plant, as its spiked seeds are

easily transported by water-
fowl, and can lay dormant for
10 years.

“If it’s not checked it will
inundate the area again,” he
said.

Blue Trails expansion

C4R also works to estab-
lish and maintain the Blue
Trails, which have sections
along all of the rivers in the
watershed.

This year, C4R is continu-
ing its focus on a new sec-
tion, the Lower Quaboag,
spanning from Route 67 to
Laviolette Park.

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed Council Coordinator Keith
Davies spoke about the need for dedicated volunteers to
continue the council’s work to protect and promote the
rivers in the watershed.

The new section will start
at an old rest area on Route
67, passing through to Water
Street, then to Laviolette
Park. Davies said a kiosk will
be built by local Scouts and
placed at the access point.

‘The whole trail is about
12 miles,” he said.

Davies displayed a draft of
the map for the new section
of Blue Trail, which high-
lighted historic points along
the river. Points of interest
include the second oldest
flow gauge in the state at the
Route 67 access point, the
remnants of Blanchardville,

a unique concrete T-beam
bridge, a mysterious rock
with the “1856” carved in it
and much more.

The Lower Quaboag
Blue Trail ends at Laviolette
Park, which prior to 1960
was a backwater impound-
ment for the dam near the
confluence. The Army Corps
of Engineers built flood con-
trol measures and created the
park following flooding in
the 1930s and 1950s.

Davies shared a photo that
showed people ice skating
where the park is now.

“It’s still a place of rec-
reation, it’s just not wet, it’s
land,” he said.

Davies said trail crew-
members are also needed to
act as stewards of the Blue
Trails

Duties of a trail steward
includes looking for downed
trees, checking portage areas,
picking up trash, talking to
Blue Trail users, taking pho-
tos and reporting findings
back to C4R.

Macroinvertebrate
monitoring

Davies said he would like
to expand the river monitor-
ing to include macroinver-
tebrate sampling — taking a
closer look at the insects in
the water.

“Certain bugs can only
live in healthy water,” he said.

Davies said sampling for
macroinvertebrates is espe-
cially appealing to children,
and could be a great way to
get them involved in the pro-
tection (and enjoyment) of
the watershed.

“It’s a fun way to get
people involved because it’s
hands-on,” he said.

Upcoming paddles

A special birding pad-
dle with a Mass Audubon-

certified bird guide will be
held on Saturday, May 16 on
the Quaboag River. A drag-
onfly paddle is being planned
for July at a location to be
determined.

More information about
future paddles can be fond on
C4R’s website, cdrivers.org.

How to get involved

“If you know someone
who really loves these rivers,”
Davies said. “Talk to them —
have them get in touch with
me.”

Davies said it’s important
to get more people involved
who can help with commu-
nication, organization, and
other tasks.

“If we can’t get some of
this organized in the next
years, I don’t know if we’re
going to be here,” Davies said
of the council. “We’ve got to
bring some movers and shak-

it

€rs.

About C4R

Memberships and dona-
tions help C4R with resourc-
es for basic operations,
including preparing events,
creating and maintaining
Blue Trails, collecting sam-
ples, writing reports and per-
forming community outreach.

C4R has established
a nonprofit relationship
with the Connecticut River
Conservancy, which holds
and manages C4R funds for
tax-exempt purposes for all
donors who want this cover-
age.

To become a member,
visit c4rivers.org and click
on “Membership/Support —
C4R”

For more information or
to get involved, visit c4riv-
ers.org, email chicopee-
watershed @ gmail.com or
find Chicopee4Rivers on
Facebook.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF NEW ENGLAND.
Grease trap pumping business. Ninety cus-

tomers, two pump trucks.
Call Les 413-297-1513.

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio

MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING,
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite
surface plates, red head spindles and
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-

543-1227. equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate.
CLASSIFIED Call Paul 413-206-8688
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x**xx%] & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, aftics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

Advertise your home improvement
services in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

AN
Be

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

HOME IMPROVEMENT

~

Hondyman Services

“Walker:

s

' Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry =
Framing = Drywall #
Painting = & more!

2026
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 _caii For A | IRS

413-967-8364 Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

L = fille
PRONVDE R

Federal & All States

Personal & Small Business

= 2 ———;.5 = ==/
== =t &/ Fg===== S =

Y

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A413-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

ort ain Street, Palmer, e

s 1622 B North Main S Pal MA 01069

) www.FastTax-MA.com ]
Free E-File & Direct Deposit -l

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

A

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapets.turley.com

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
: 0 Quabbin ———
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:

5 6 7 8 50,500

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Prce

2 Base hrce | 22 Baseaio| 23 Baseires| 24 B0

2 ez 26 m| 27 el 28 | | Hilltowns

Circulation: 9,800
29 Bsgsnse | 30 Besgres | 31 Bsgaree| 32 B
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 Bimse | 34 Bego| 39 Beiasa| 38 | for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

3 Bsgsase | 38 Basgprice| 39 Besasg| 40 B o

Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

%
BAO0KFELD |

BRNFELD
STURBRIDGE

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

HUBBARDSTON
BARRE

WEST NORTH
e | i

o

\BROOKF

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman'’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE
All phases of tree care.
Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

BOATS

17 STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT.
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor.
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000.
Vern 413-539-2846.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

LAND WANTED

Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 |
founder@rainbow-meadow.org
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 89 Church Street,
Ware, Massachusetts

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
Isis Anadon, to Mortgage Elec-
tronic  Registration  Systems,
Inc. (“MERS”), as mortgagee,
as nominee for Mortgage Net-
work, Inc. its successors and
assigns and now held by Amer-
iHome Mortgage Company,
LLC, said mortgage dated May
18, 2021, and recorded in the
Hampshire County Registry of
Deeds in Book 14105, Page 323,
as affected by an Assignment of
Mortgage dated May 31, 2022,
and recorded in the Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 14568, Page 294, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, for breach of the
conditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing the
same will be sold at Public Auc-
tion on April 9, 2026 at 11:00
AM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mortgage,
to wit:

A certain tract or parcel of
land situate on the Easterly side
of Church Street, in said Ware,
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, bounded and described as
follows:

Beginning at an iron pin on the
Easterly side of Church Street,
said iron pin marking the South-
westerly corner of land of Wil-

liam O. Barrett;

thence Southwesterly along
the Easterly side of Church Street
78.3 feet to an iron pin at the cor-
ner of land of Cora M. Gilmore;
thence South 52° 11° East 220
feet along line of land of Cora M.
Gilmore to an iron pin in line of
land of Grenville Park;

thence North 43° 4° East 79
feet along line of Grenville Park
at an iron pin at corner of land of
William O. Barrett;

thence North 52° 22" West 220
feet along line of said Barrett to
the place of beginning, more or
less.

Subject to and together with
the rights and easements in the
common driveway which runs
between locus and the premises
now or formerly of John F. Slat-
tery and Mary E. Slattery The
description of the property con-
tained in the mortgage shall con-
trol in the event of a typographi-
cal error in this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated May 17, 2021, and record-
ed in the Hampshire County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 14105,
Page 319.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

TEN THOUSAND
($10,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid by a
certified check, bank treasurer’s

or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid by a certified
check, bank treasurer’s or ca-
shier’s check within forty-five
(45) days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced
at the sale.
Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
275 West Natick Road,
Suite 500
Warwick, RI 02886
Attorney for AmeriHome
Mortgage Company, LLC
Present Holder of the
Mortgage
Telephone: (401) 234-9200
MLG File No.: 23-03451
03/12, 03/19, 03/26/2026

TOWN OF HARDWICK
BOARD OF HEALTH
NOTICE OF REGULATION
ADOPTION (MGL c.111 §31)

The Hardwick Board of
Health has adopted a Regulation
Restricting the Sale of Tobac-
co Products, including a Nico-
tine-Free Generation provision
prohibiting sale of tobacco prod-
ucts to anyone born on or after
January 1, 2006. The regulation
establishes updated requirements
for tobacco retailer permitting,
restricts where new retailers may
operate, and includes a range of
measures limiting the sale and
availability of tobacco and nico-
tine products in Hardwick.

A full copy is available at the
Board of Health office and on the
Town’s website.

03/26/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
COMPLAINT TO
FORECLOSE TAX LIEN
[seal] No. 21 TL 000209

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN and to any former
members, managers, creditors,
and any other persons claim-
ing any interest in Polonia R.E.
Holdings, LLC, also known as
Polonia RE Holdings, LLC, also
known as Polonia Real Estate
Holdings, LLC, a dissolved and
later revived Massachusetts lim-
ited liability company, now or
formerly located in Wilmington
and also in Groton, both in Mid-
dlesex County, and said Com-
monwealth; Joseph Solans as he
is Manager, Resident Agent, Real
Property Manager, and Secretary
of the Commonwealth Signatory
of the said Polonia R.E. Hold-
ings, LLC, also known as Polonia
RE Holdings, LLC, also known
as Polonia Real Estate Holdings,
LLC, now or formerly located in
Wilmington and also in Groton,
both in Middlesex County, and
said Commonwealth; Justine
Hart, now or formerly of May-
nard, Middlesex County, and said
Commonwealth; Town of Ware
(Office of the Treasurer/Tax Col-
lector); or their heirs, devisees,
legal representatives, successors,
and assigns.

A Complaint has been filed
by the Plaintiff Tallage Brooks,
LLC. The Complaint asks the

Court to enter a judgment ending
any ownership rights or interests
in the land described below. The
Complaint is about a parcel of
land located in the Town of Ware,
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, described in the Complaint
as follows:

Property Address: 23 Aspen
Street

Description of Parcel: A par-
cel of land with buildings there-
on, containing about 0.085 acres
described as Map 60, Block O,
Lot 101 in the Office of the As-
sessors, Ware identified in book
and page 10150-51, Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds.

To respond to the Com-
plaint, you or your attorney
must take these steps by the
Deadline to Answer, which is
May Eleventh, two thousand
and twenty-six.

First, prepare a written An-
swer. You may write your own
Answer or use the form or the
online guided interview program
on the Court website. Second,
file your Answer with the Land
Court Recorder’s Office, or in the
Assistant Recorder’s Office at the
Registry of Deeds where the land
is located, or using the Court’s
online eFiling system. Third,
serve a copy of your Answer to
the Plaintiff by mail or e-mail.

If you do not answer the
Complaint by the above Dead-
line to Answer, this Court will
find you in default. You may
lose the chance to answer or dis-
pute the facts listed in the Com-
plaint or pay the taxes owed. You

may lose all ownership rights
or interest in the land described
above. If a judgment of fore-
closure is entered, you will lose
ownership of your property. If
the property is worth more than
the amount owed to cover the tax
debt and foreclosure costs, you
may be entitled to receive any
remaining funds (excess equity)
from the Plaintiff.

It is ordered that this citation
be published right away, once in
Ware River News a newspaper
published in Town of Ware.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Esquire, Chief Justice of
said Court, this Eighteenth day of
March in the year two thousand
and twenty-six.

Attest with Seal of said Court.

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
Plaintiff’s Attorney:
John D. Finnegan, Esq.,
6 Beacon Street, Suite 600,
Boston, MA 02108
Tel: (617)494-0800
03/26/2026

CANDIDATES from page 1

see made, including but not
limited to fixing the water
problem, finding ways to be
more competitive with wages
for employment on the town
Department of Public Works,
Police Department and Fire
Department.

We spend money sending
recruits for training and they
stay long enough to get expe-
rience and then move on.

I would also like to find a
way to bring new businesses
to town. We have many open
spaces that could accommo-
date business.

Another issue I have
would be to find a way to
reduce the amount of aban-
doned homes in town. I don’t
know if they are properties
that taxes are still being paid
on or just completely aban-
doned. Some of these houses
are on main roads and just
look terrible.

We have to take more
pride in our town. We have to
turn our town into someplace
people want to live and raise
their families.

Ware was always a small
proud community. Which
brings me to the old town
motto of “The Town That
Can’t be Licked.” I want to
see that motto put back on
our welcome to Ware signs.

Many residents didn’t
know this was being changed
and were very unhappy about
it. So I will work on that.

Another main concern
of mine is the town water. I
will make this a priority. It’s
been going on to long. I don’t
understand how they can
charge the water rates they
do for this water.

I personally wouldn’t
drink it or cook with it.

Let’s look into sleeving
the pipes. I would think it
would be much more cost-ef-
fective and help us get to
where we want to be with
the water. The residents pay
taxes to keep our town run-
ning let’s give them what
they deserve.

I will not be swayed to
vote for anything I don’t
believe in.

Things take time to
change, it won’t happen
overnight. But I will fight for
the citizens of Ware.

I will be open, honest and
transparent. My belief is if
you always tell the truth, you
won’t have to remember a lie.

Let’s work together to get
things done. Thank you for
your support.

Steven Hawk

I was born at Mary Lane
Hospital and have lived

my entire life in Ware and
Gilbertville, where I am
deeply committed to family
values and community ser-
vice.

After surviving a car acci-
dent that resulted in quadri-
plegia, I continued to give
back by serving on multiple
town committees, including
the ADA Commission. I am
also an active member of
both the Senior Center and
the East Quabbin Land Trust.

Growing up in a support-
ive rural community and
participating in youth pro-
grams showed me the value
of investing time, money, and
energy to support children’s
development. Youth initia-
tives play a crucial role in
building values and self-es-
teem. Providing support for
new youth programs will
take priority if I am elected
to the Selectboard.

I am actively advocat-
ing, leading, and organiz-
ing efforts for the Gibbs
Crossing section of the Mass
Central Rail Trail in Ware
and its planned expansions.
Rail-to-trail projects encour-
age physical activity by
offering safe and accessible
environments for walking,
cycling, and various forms of
exercise.

These initiatives also sup-
port youth engagement in
outdoor activities, promoting
healthier lifestyles away from
screen-based habits.

Improving ADA acces-
sibility and creating links
between communities, neigh-
borhoods, and local shops
encourages a sense of unity.
Supporting seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities is
crucial to bringing people
together.

Additionally, shared use
trails offer alternative ways
for non-drivers to reach
important stores and services.

I am the ideal stakeholder
to lead this.

Ware is currently expe-
riencing financial difficul-
ties, an aging water system
in need of attention, limited
healthcare access, vacant
properties, and a downturn
in business activity. My expe-
rience enables me to unite
stakeholders and develop
effective solutions, as well
as to identify and leverage
available resources to address
these challenges.

Forming teams is natural
for me. “Alone we can do so
little; together we can do so
much.” Helen Keller

I offer honesty, transpar-
ency, and community focus
to the Selectboard, pledging
to address residents’ con-
cerns and prioritize their
views over personal agendas.

I seek to connect with

both residents and local busi-
nesses, so their perspectives
are heard.

I enjoy serving others and
engaging with the commu-
nity.

Nancy Talbot

To the voters of Ware —
“Why lead when others
choose to follow?”

“Service before self,”
“Make a difference,” “Keep
your fears to yourself — but
share your courage” — these
are but some of the very
meaningful phrases which
have helped to guide me
during my life of public ser-
vice.

My name is Nancy J.
Talbot, and yes, I am a can-
didate for Selectboard once
again.

I claim no victories — rath-
er [ believe I have been a part
of success in some very chal-
lenging times.

To those of you who have
known me over the course of
my public career, I know you
have seen honesty, courage,
and fair decision-making.
Often I've heard or been told
I am the voice of reason.

Over the years I have vol-
unteered and worked to keep
our town pool open by rais-
ing funds, collaborating with
others and finding creative
ways to fund lifeguards and
swim instructors.

When my children entered
the elementary school there
was no PTA so I helped cre-
ate one. When there were no
recreational programs for
kids I became a member of a
Recreation Commission and
planned activities for kids
in the summer and during
school vacations.

I also was one of the first
members of the Ware Sports
Boosters and its Treasurer
after we found that high
school sports were not to be
funded due to severe budget
cuts in the town of Ware.

Raising funds to support
all high school sports became
second nature for many of us
until funding was restored.
We ran a concession stand,
did raffles and events so our
children did not suffer.

My first public office was
School Committee in the
1990s, then in 2002 I sought
to be elected Town Clerk.

Having been a member of
the School Committee for 15
years, I hope you remember
how hard we worked together
to build a school system that
would allow Ware students to
succeed. Working with all of
you we reconstructed a fail-
ing building in the Stanley
M. Koziol Elementary

School; we refurbished the
Ware Middle School and
constructed a new Jr./Sr.
High School.

Realizing I could make a
difference in other ways, I
chose to serve as a member
of the Board of Selectmen
and was first elected in 2005
and have, with your support,
continued to serve, opting at
this time to put my name for-
ward once again.

In this past three year term
I brought forth the idea to
create an Infrastructure Asset
Management Committee
after the idea for privatiz-
ing Water & Sewer services
failed. The committee has
done an inordinate amount of
work in the last three years;
we have worked collabo-
ratively and with guidance
with consultants to put for-
ward long needed items for
improvement in the delivery
of our water service.

The two water tanks (one
on Church Street and one on
Anderson Road) have and are
undergoing total refurbish-
ment. Hydrant replacement
has and will be completed
shortly.

The PFAS study and other
studies are being completed.

Thanks to you the vot-
ers who have supported our
work, we will continue to
make improvements. Our
infrastructure is an asset and
must be cared for.

The Charter for the town
of Ware was created and
adopted in 2007, and yes
that too needs some tweak-
ing to insure that it is up to
date. Changes over time to
the business of running the
town must be in writing (new
committees, new positions
added, etc. all these need to
be stated in the document to
reflect what has transpired
over these last 19 years).

We are at a pivotal turn-
ing point in “our” town right
now. Changes are happening;
new businesses have chosen
to be part of the change and
we welcome them. The trans-
formation of our community
while sometimes unnotice-
able has caught the attention
of many.

As I stated once before “I
take no credit for much of
what has been done — rather
I take pride in my ability to
work in a collaborative way
to insure for good govern-
ment which is efficient and
effective while accountable,
mindful that as a team we are
successful.”

I ask simply that you con-
sider me as one of the two
members to be elected when
you cast your vote Monday,
April 13. Thank you.

WARE POLICE
from page 11

Friday, March 20
Services Rendered
Services Rendered

Dispatch Handled

Extinguished
Saturday, March 21
Hillside

Investigated

Investigated

10:47 a.m. Theft/
Larceny, Hillside Village,

12:24 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, Palmer Road,

3:21 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Palmer Road,

5:57 p.m. Structure
Fire, Belchertown Road,

10:10 a.m. Odor,
Village,

1:08 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Church Street,

Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

4:43 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Pleasant
Street, Services Rendered

8:14 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Woodland
Heights, Services Rendered

9:28 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Otis Avenue,
Services Rendered

Monday, March 23

2:59 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, North Street,
Parking Ticket Issued

3:20 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Sherwin Street,
Parking Ticket Issued

3:23 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Aspen Street,
Parking Ticket Issued

3:26 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Vigeant Street,

1:13 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, West Main
Street, Investigated

3:40 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Church Street,
Services Rendered

11:10 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Laurel Drive,
Services Rendered

Sunday, March 22

3:39 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Gilbertville Road,
Advised

3:46 a.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, West Main
Street, Investigated

4:44 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Pleasant
Street, Services Rendered

9:29 a.m. Odor, Hillside
Village, Could Not Locate

11:27 a.m. Harassment/

Parking Ticket Issued

3:59 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Smith Avenue,
Parking Ticket Issued

4:03 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Walnut Street,
Parking Ticket Issued

7:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:43 a.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, Main Street,
Services Rendered

11:28 a.m. Vehicle Fire,
Greenwich Road, Assist
Given

6:21 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

6:25 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Belchertown
Road, Dispatch Handled

i «
Find(it)in the

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer e www.turley.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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‘Silents are Golden' returns to Stone Church April 11

HARDWICK - The 9th
“Silents Are Golden” concert
featuring Charlie Chaplin’s
“The Gold Rush” (1925)
with live improvised accom-
paniment by organist Peter
Krasinski will be held on
Saturday, April 11 at 7 p.m.
on the Gilbertville Johnson &
Son pipe organ at the Stone
Church Cultural Center, 283
Main St., Gilbertville.

This performance is spon-
sored by the Friends of the
Stone Church.

Organist, conductor and
music educator Krasinski is
broadly recognized for his
imaginative and energet-

ic performances. Winner of
First Prize in Improvisation
from the American Guild
of Organists National
Competition, he is known
worldwide for his unique
accompaniment to classic
silent films.

The “Gold Rush” takes
viewers to the Klondike,
Alaska where a comedy
unfolds amid harsh condi-
tions. Writer, producer, direc-
tor and leading actor Charlie
Chaplin plays his “Little
Tramp.”

The film also stars
Georgia Hale, Mack Swain,
Tom Murray, Henry Bergman

and Malcolm Waite. It is the
fifth-highest grossing silent
film in cinema history.
Variety called “The
Gold Rush” “the greatest
and most elaborate com-
edy ever filmed.” The New
York Times called it “the
outstanding gem of all of
Chaplin’s pictures, as it has
more thought and originality
than even such masterpiec-
es of mirth as “The Kid’ and
‘Shoulder Arms’.”
Krasinski is House
Organist of the Providence
Performing Arts Center,
Principal Organist at
Mechanics Hall, Organist

of the Basilica of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help, Boston,
Organist at First Church
of Christ, Scientist in
Providence, Rhode Island,
and accompanist at Beth El
Temple Center in Belmont.

He recently present-
ed “THE CAMERAMAN”
staring Buster Keaton to
a sold out audience at the
Musiikkitalo, Helsinki,
Finland, and appeared in an
Oscar-winning move “The
Holdovers”. For more infor-
mation on the artist, please
visit www.Krasinski.org.

All concerts at the Stone
Church are free to those

under 18.

Tickets are $20 per per-
son and holders of the
Massachusetts Card to
Culture may request up
to two free tickets at the
box office for any ticketed
concert on the concert day,
or may make a reserva-
tion by email to events@
FriendsoftheStoneChurch.
org.

Partial support for the
2025-2026 concert sea-
son has been provided by
the Mass Cultural Council.
Support for spring concerts,
including free community
concerts, has been received.

Grange to host
supper March 30

WARE - A public sup-
per to benefit the Ware
Community Garden will
be hosted by Ware Grange
and Ware Senior Center on
Monday, March 30 from 6-7
p-m. at the senior center, 1
Robbins Road.

Enjoy a dinner of Chicken
Marsala, roasted potatoes, car-
rots, salad, roll, drinks, and
cream puffs for dessert. The
cost is $15 per person.

Please RSVP in advance to
waregrange164 @ gmail.com
or call 413-284-1135. All are
welcome to purchase tickets
for a good meal in support of
the creation of Ware’s new
community garden.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

STURBRIDGE, MA

Spacious raised ranch set on a private 1.8-acre lot in
desirable Sturbridge. This home offers 3 bedrooms,
and 2 full baths with over 2,100 sq ft of living space.
Main level features hardwood floors, stainless steel
appliances, spacious living room, formal dining
room, and a large sunroom overlooking the backyard.

LG WASHER/DRYER SALE
$549/EACH

DON'T BUY °TIL YOU SEE US!!'!'!

TOYS, TOYS, TOYS!

GIANT APPLIANGE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!&E

Finished lower level includes a huge bonus room, with gas stove insert and slider to the patio, and WH I LE su P P LI Es LAST
incredible in-ground pool area, plus two additional rooms and laundry. Flexible layout could work

well for an in-law apartment, ADU or extended living. Additional features include solar panels, . = ;

providing significant energy savings, a built-in Generac generator, a 3-car garage, and long paved : = =~
driveway. Surrounded by approximately 1,000 acres of protected land, located just minutes to
Routes 20, -84, and the MA Pike, in the Tantasqua school district. Available for $640,000.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

&
BIKES, E-BIKES! % @Y
ake More!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!' Michelle Terry REALTY o e = -
Broker WT6100CW WT6105CW DLE6100W

130 W. Main Street

WHITCO & = :
INONIE S michelleterryteam.com &3 spencer, ma 01562

140 Main St., Spencer

0% FINANGING www.whitcosales.com 508'885'9343

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

=

Dave's Appliance, Inc.

www.davesapp-com

508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 @ Fri 9-5  Sat 10-3

GIVE US A GALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

S} WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR[
> THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH:! }-

LANDSCAPE STONE
White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple ¢ Red
Lt Gray * Dark Gray ¢ Beige * Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING
Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand
Concrete Sand e Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch
Homeowner Friendly « No Minimums
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

ﬁ 98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer

Country Canine

KENNELS

Boarding,
Grooming, Daycare

\(

RN 00

Y0

M

MS + NN Palnnine
AND HOME MAINTENANCE

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Home Painting & Maintenance

Residential/Commercial — Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL — FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured — HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005
774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com
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0
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 Boarding starting at $40 a night
 Daycare starting at $26 a day

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Kl e, Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com
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bondsandandgravel.com

508-885-6100
508-885-2480
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o 7/ r- N N N - - -
; ay I 23 Summer Street E;Eﬂdfgﬁrglﬂg 508-637-1577 i
dventure founs 0{{ W(/Hf [ Ul <\—= )~ j North Brookfield Reservations Required Tuesday-Sunday
Sharc the Adventurc with us V= \ I MA 01535 sam_zpm |
b -. — <« COFFEE I
yTwo Great Cruises aboard I GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS I
Norwegian ! . BREAKFAST SANDWICHES I
In-House Fresh Bakery : < SOUPS |
All Occasion Cake _ % COOKIES |
Cupcakes-and Cookle.s I . MUEFINS I
See website for specials 1 . PASTRIES I
JARSCafe.com I < MACN CHEESE I
p——— < Future Events I < LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS I
=L Contact us to plan your
June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacati ¢gop | | DeXtprivateevent. i BRING IN ENTIRE AD FOR S5 OFF :
une 9- -Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation................ _ L 1 with S10 minimum purchase.
June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch ..........ccoceruennae $185 508-637-1577 !] [ S — _p_ R ——— |
July 11.....Provincetown by Fast Ferry........c.cumumnuesnae $220
July 19.....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699 s N
Aug 30.....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise ...........oeeers from $1699 BUYLINE CONNECTION  special AdSize Pricing 3" x 2" ... only $66 Contact
Share the Adventure with us soon! 3 Ads for 1 Low Price!'!! 3: x1" o only 333 3:: X 2;,5” only $82 DAN FLYNN
For f”rthero'r”é(r’]:gf‘ggcgft'l']E;%ﬁlg;ﬁ?gt“ﬁ'mw Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current > * 15" only 348  3"x3"...only $99  413.297-5886
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com | | Over 16,000 copies » Prints every Thursday & available online ~ FULL COLOR INCLUDED! < dﬂynn@turley.com)

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville « 774-757-8907 « Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

y A\ - -Celebrate (":aéw;/ at Hardwick Crossing -
® A

HARDWICK CROSSING

EST. 2022

MUSIC BINGO

COUNTRY CLUB EASTER BRUNCH . EASTER EGG HUNT

Prime Rib Sunday, April 5th . On The Green .

Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat. Reservations Required : Sunday, March 29th SR

; : : 10-10:30 am. . Starts at 1 p.m. . "
Online Ordering Available 1230 1 pm. : Sip 1.\Ilght
Monday - 6:30 p.m. 2:30 p.m. ' P , | April 7th
TRIVIA NIGHT SEREERRRRRN o o 1= *_ Petals Fall
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. Function Space Available For Parties

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK FOR SPECIALS [ @LEGH




