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SB hears
update on
hospital,
town depts.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Town Manager
Stuart Beckley provided a sum-
mary to the Selectboard of
recent meetings that have been
held with Baystate Health,
regarding the former Mary Lane
Hospital.

Attending the meetings are
Beckley, Hospital Review
Committee Nancy Talbot and
a member of the Historical
Commission.

At the March 6 meeting,
Beckley told the Selectboard that
Baystate Health had committed
to cooperation during a meeting
with state legislators.

He said there has been con-
cern from residents about the
removal of pavement from the
hospital site, which will be
addressed with state legislators
in a follow-up meeting.

Beckley said the Hospital
Review Committee and
Historical Commission are
researching alternate uses for the
hospital, keeping the need for a
medical service in town at high
importance.

Please see WARE BOS, page 5
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN - Every morn-
ing during the school day,
the classrooms of Warren
Community Elementary
School view the daily pod-
cast.

The WCES podcast
features sixth grade stu- [}
dents reporting morning &
announcements and other
school community activi-
ties throughout the school
year. When these students
start the sixth grade, some
of them apply and submit
a resume to become part of
the pod squad and host the
daily school podcast.

After the application pro-
cess, the applicants are nar- =
rowed down to four or five
candidates. This process of

Please see PODCAST,
page 5

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago

Sixth grade students at Warren Community Elementary School get early reporting experience by hosting

their school’s daily podcast.

USDA grant would cover 35% of new cruiser cost

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

HARDWICK - Capital
Planning Committee Chair Mark
Korzec updated the Select Board
about the feasibility of purchas-
ing a new vehicle for the Police
Department.

At the March 11 meeting,
Korzec said the U.S. Department

of Agriculture has offered a
Community Facilities grant for
$23.450, which would leave a bal-
ance of around $43,557 that the
town would be responsible for. He
said the Finance Committee has
reviewed funding for the vehicle.
“Our suggestion was to get a
four- or five-year loan and pay it
back from Capital Stabilization,”
Korzec said. There is currently
$50,000 in that account, and the

Capital Planning Committee plans
to add $50,000 to it each year.

“In four years, when that would
be paid off, we’d have plenty of
money for the other capital pur-
chases that were coming up,” he
said.

Town Administrator Nicole
Parker said the Community
Facilities grant is for a “shov-
el-ready” project that is not con-
struction and covers 35% of the

cost. She said the funding will be
gone as of Sept. 30, and the town’s
portion has to be paid in full.

In order to meet the parame-
ters of the grant, Parker said the
town would need to have the title
of the vehicle, and if they paid with
a loan, they wouldn’t receive that
title for several years.

Please see HARDWICK, page 13

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

Selectmen appointed William
R. Cantell as the town’s
Building Inspector and Zoning
Enforcement Officer for a one-
year term.

At the March 7 meeting,
Board of Selectmen Chair David
Dufresne said Cantell is qualified
and knowledgeable.

Cantell said he started as
a contractor in the early 1990s
in Brimfield until 2018, when
he become a local inspector in
Southbridge. He was hired to con-
duct inspections of multi-family
buildings, annual liquor license
inspections and buildings with
over 50 people occupancies.

Cantell also became the

Wales and Brimfield. He is also
the regional inspector for Barre,

towns.

He said Warren is the second
largest town he covers.

“I’'m looking forward to get-
ting things going,” Cantell said.

Cantell said he enjoys doing
inspections and that he follows
up on all valid code enforcement
complaints.

New Town Accountant

The board approved an
employment agreement between
the town and Jaclyn Bonner
to assume the role of Town
Accountant.

“She seems like a very good fit
for the town,” Dufresne said.

Town Administrator James
Ferrera said it was “very clear” to
the committee that Bonner stood
out as a candidate with her back-
ground and experience.

Bonner will start March 25.

Ferrera also thanked inter-
im Town Accountant Madeline
Witaszek for stepping up for the
town.

WARREN - The Board of

Building Commissioner of

which also includes three other

Selectmen appoint
new building inspector,
town accountant

“She came in, and she was
extremely helpful in getting us
to where we are today,” he said.
“Thank you very much for your
dedication; your hard work cer-
tainly doesn’t go unnoticed.”

Dufresne said Witaszek has
always been an asset to the town.

CDBG application

A public hearing was held for
the fiscal year 2024 Community
Development Block Grant appli-
cation.

Chris Dunphy, principal plan-
ner with Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning Commission
presented information about the
grant, and the projects this round
of funding would cover.

“I’ve been helping Warren for
over 20 years now, develop these
applications...and we’ve done
quite well with it,” Dunphy said.

Dunphy said he has been
working with the Community
Development Advisory
Committee to determine eligible
projects. He said they’ve been
successful in targeting the village
centers in town.

This year, the proposed proj-
ects will focus on West Warren,
specifically River and Central
streets.

“The waterlines on these two
streets are asbestos lined and
they’re undersized,” Dunphy said.
“For those two reasons alone, we
think it’s worthy to go ahead and
seek funds to replace them.”

River Street will be 100%
reconstructed with a new water-
line, new road surface and
improved stormwater drainage
system.

“Due to the limitations of the
grant applications, we’ll only be
able to afford the installation of
a waterline on Central Street, but
we hope to come back in a future
year and finish off the road,”
Dunphy said.

Dunphy said the application is

Please see WARREN, page 6

This amazing house sculpture was made by Quaboag Regional High

School senior Chloe Fredette.

Student’s art displayed
at West Brookfield library

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD - For a
month, guests at Merriam-Gilbert
Public Library will witness talent-
ed artwork.

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago

This past weekend, the work
done by the Quaboag National
Art Honor Society and National
Junior Art Honor Society Chapter
members was featured during
their opening night of the exhib-

Please see DISPLAY, page 8

Chris Herren speaks at
school and community
assemblies

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

BARRE - For Quabbin
Regional High School alumni Cody
Handrahan, stepping back into his
high school gym and standing in
front of an assembly of students and
staff; was a feeling almost beyond
words.

“It’s an honor and a privilege to
be back here,” Handrahan said at
an assembly last Thursday evening,
held in commemoration of Purple
for Prevention Week.

Handrahan attended the high
school in 2008-2009, but never
graduated. As a young teen, he
smoked and drank a lot to fit in with
his peers.

“Very quickly, that changed,” he
said, when he became addicted to
opioids at just 15 years old.

Handrahan had the opportunity
to work with Q-DRUG (Quabbin
Drug Response Unifying Group)
when it first started, and had its
members’ support when he hit
rock bottom and told his mother he
would take his life.

“They stuck by my side,” he said.

Q-DRUG’s founder Nekr Jenkins
thanked Handrahan for sharing his
story, adding that she is “so proud
of him.”

Jenkins then introduced former
Boston Celtics point guard Chris
Herren, who had spent the day at
the school speaking with students
in middle and high school as part of
Purple for Prevention Week.

Herren first came to the school
district in 2013, sharing his story
from his days playing basketball
in his driveway as a kid, to going
pro, and losing everything he had to
addiction.

“I’ll never be like that guy,”
Herren recalled thinking to himself
as a teenager when he sat through an
assembly similar to this one.

Herren said if he could go back
to 1994 to that assembly, he would
listen.

Purple for Prevention Weel|(

Over the last 15 years, Herren
has spent most of his time traveling,
speaking at schools and connecting
with students, hoping to empower
them to feel good about themselves
and avoid using substances in order
to feel comfortable around their
peers.

“We put way too much energy
into the worst day and not the first
day,” Herren said.

Turley Photo by Mary Whitelaw
Former NBA player Chris Herren stands with Q-DRUG members Nekr
Jenkins (left) and Mary Whitelaw (right).

Herren grew up in a home that
was shaped by addiction, as his
father is an alcoholic.

“My mother was always by her-
self in her bedroom reading,” Herren
recalled.

He remembered the first time his
mother had the courage to tell his
father that she would leave him if

Please see HERREN, page 15

Inside this edition:

Viewpoints................ 4 Classifieds............... 14
Warren..........ccc........ 6 Public Notices......... 15
Sports .......occovvvnennn.

lice/Fire...............
poere 12 UM |

BUSINESS

Maple
syrup is
onMp

Page 3

COMMUNITY

Dinner/
auction
benefits
shelter

Quaboag
ends
regular
season

Connect with us

WareRiverNews



Page 2, Ware River News, March 14, 2024

Ware River News

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

ire You

Each week the Ware River News digs into its submitted photo archives and selects
a people photo to publish. We need your help to help identify those pictured.

Email your answers by Monday at noon to pouimette@turley.com.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:

obits @turley.com. iy TR

Last week’s photo from 1960
showed Ware seamstresses as

they modeled suits they made
themselves at a Homemakers

Day program sponsored by the
Hampshire County Extension Service
in Northampton. From left to right
are Mrs. Arthur Provost, Mrs. Henry
Wojtowicz, Mrs. Henry DeSantis,
Mrs. Paul Dansereau, Mrs. Joseph

\ ' Lenkarski, Mrs. Willaim Phillip and

L Mrs. Joseph Kobis.
"‘IA \' | If you recognize the folks in this
L week’s photo, please send their
lEA names and your full name to
pouimette@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

PHONE
413.967.3505
Fax: 413.967.6009
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

Friends of Ware Town Hall spring
2024 Lotto Calendars on sale

EMAIL

WARE - “Another fun fundrais- Calendars are being sold locally

Advertising Sales er,” is how Pat Skutnik, President of at the following locations: Changes
Dan Flynn Friends of Ware Town Hall describes Hair Salon, Crystal Springs Dairy
dfynn@turley.com the group’s current Lotto Calendar Bar, DeSantis Garage, It’s Wine
] campaign. O’clock, Moulton Insurance Agency,

Editor “These Lotto Calendars are very Nat Falk, Silhouettes, Subaguru,
pouﬁglt'?e((gtmzt;iom popular” said Skutnik. “We’ve had Sunny & Shears Beauty Salon, Talk
a tremendous positive response to of the Town, Ware Library, Ware

Subscriptions them in the past.” . River Club, Ware Senior Center,
cgriswold@turley.com Calendars are $10 each, with Ware Town Hall (Town Manager’s

Office) and Wilton Children’s Store.
Skutnik added, “anyone from out
of town wishing to purchase a cal-
endar may do so by mailing a check
for $10 for each calendar to: Friends
of Ware Town Hall, P.O. Box 692,
Ware, MA 01082. We will be happy
to complete the calendar stub with
your information and mail you the
calendar. Good luck to all!”

drawing beginning April 1 and end-
ing April 30. Prizes range from $25-
$500.

“Each person who buys a cal-
endar has multiple chances to win,
since winners names are put back
into the pool,” Skutnik said. “These
calendars are fun to buy for yourself
and also to give. These always put a
smile in someone’s day - everyone
likes a game of chance.”

$31 per year pre-paid
($36 out of state)
Newsstand: $1.00 per copy

WEB
www.warerivernews.turley.com

3 @ Ware River News

The Ware River News is published by
Turley Publications, Inc. ¢ www.turley.com

The Ware River News will gladly correct factual errors that appear
in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page
3. To request a correction, send information to ekennedy @turley.com,
or call 967-3505. Corrections may also be requested in writing at:
Ware River News, Attn: Editor, 80 Main St., Ware, MA 01082.
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Date: Saturday, March 23rd
Time: | lam-1pm

Place: Ware Senior Center,
| Robbins Road, Ware

g NO COST!
& It’s FREE!

Participants include

* Home Modifications Specialist

* Realtors

* Ware Senior Center

* Home Modification Loan Program
* Senior Placement

* In-home Care Services

* Movers

* Estate Appraisers

* Legal & Financial Planning

* Senior Living Options

* QVCDC Senior Outreach Program
* Senior Health Services

* Hospice & Pallative Care

* Funeral Services

* Supplemental Benefits

* Junk Removal

* Housing Authority

* SSDI Support

e Community Development
Authorities

* And Many MORE

*

X
- For more information
- contact Danielle Souza
Light Lunch (413) 949-0422

Will Be Served! : ~ oremail:
- danielle.souza@fairwaymec.com
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Paige Memorial Library lists
March and April events

HARDWICK - Let’s GO with
LEGOS is held on Thursdays in
March from 4-5 p.m. at the Paige
Memorial Library, 87 Petersham
Road.

No registration is required for
open-ended free-building Lego
sessions for children over age 5.
Anyone under the age of 9 must
have a grown-up with them.

Come build on the beauti-
ful Lego table purchased by the
Friends of the Paige Memorial
Library. Constructions will be dis-
played for one week until they are
completed or disassembled.

Needle Felting
On March 16 Brianna Lamb
will offer a Needle Felting work-
shop. Call 413-477-6704 to be put
on the waiting list.

Pysanki eggs

On March 21 make an Easter
Egg in the Ukrainian, Lithuanian,
and Polish tradition. The folklore
is that every pysanka created using
the wax resist method strengthens
the chains that hold back evil in
the world — let’s make pysanki and
save the world!

Registration required. $5 covers
one fresh egg, the use of the kistka,
beeswax and dye.

Register online at director.

paigelibrary @ gmail.com, or call
413-477-6704, or stop in.

Seed Library

On April 13 from 10 a.m.-
1 p.m., the Friends of the Paige
Memorial Library will launch their
2024 Seed Library. Paige Memorial
Library offered one of the first
Seed Libraries and they will do it
again with a Bake Sale, a Book
Sale, and a garden themed raffle
basket,

If you would like to donate to
the bake sale or raffle or have any
questions, email director.paigeli-
brary @ gmail.com, call 413-477-
6704, or stop in.

Explore ongoing programs

The library hosts a number of
ongoing programs, including the
Paige Writing group on Tuesdays
at 3 p.m., Knitting on Saturday
mornings, the Paige Book Club at
2 p.m. on the last Wednesday of the
month and the Cookbook Club at
5:30 p.m. on the last Wednesday of
the month.

Make this your library
Join the Friends, suggest a new
program, present a new workshop.
For more information email direc-
tor.paigelibrary @ gmail.com, call
413-477-6704, or stop in.

Ware Senior Center news

Michael H.
Deslauriers
Scholarship
applications
available

WARE - The Ware Amvets
Post 2577 will award the annu-
al Michael H. Deslauriers
Scholarship to a graduating
senior residing in Ware regard-
less of the school district they
attend.

Michael was a devoted musi-
cian sharing his talents with
the town of Ware. He repre-
sented the town at the Quabbin
Music Festival, Western District
Festival and was a member of the
Ware Community Band.

A music graduate of Westfield
State, he continued to honor the
veterans of the town by playing
taps at their burial ceremony
and also at all the patriotic and
Memorial events.

To apply for this award of
$1,000, you need only to send
your application, school tran-
script and an essay stating your
accomplishments and what your
future plans are. Applications are
available at your guidance office
and must be submitted by May 1.

Please mail to: Ware Amvets
Post 2577, c/o Richard Rucki, 8
First Avenue, Ware, MA 01082.

WARE - The Ware Senior
Center, located at 1 Robbins Road,
is open Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open each
of those days from 9 a.m.-noon.
Donations to the store are only
accepted by Sue LaBarge, who
can be reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, March 18

9 am. Tai Chi

10 a.m. Scat

11:30 a.m. St. Patrick’s Day
Party with music by Stephen
George. $5 nonrefundable tick-
ets available until March 15.
Entertainment Courtesy of the
Friends of Ware Seniors Inc.

Tuesday, March 19

9 a.m. Exercise at Valley View
Housing

9-10 a.m. Council on Aging
meeting

10 a.m. Scat

11:30 a.m. Lunch

5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking ($3 per
class)

6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 5
p-m.)

Saturday, March 16th ~ 7om-11pm
A.S.B.

Wednesday, March 20
9 a.m. Tai-Chi
9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
2:30-3:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-
Laugh

Thursday, March 21

9 a.m. Exercise at Valley View
Housing

9 a.m. Walking Club

9:30 a.m. Line Dancing for
Beginners

10 a.m. Line Dancing

10 a.m. Scat

11:30 a.m. Lunch

2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, March 22
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
6 p.m. Pitch
(doors open at 5 p.m.)

a¥ . %a

LUNCHES DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-4595 by
noon on the business day before, to
put you name on the lunch list.

Monday, March 18
St. Patrick’s Day Party
$5 ticket must be purchased
before March 15; limit 100
Entertainment Courtesy of the
Friends of Ware Seniors Inc.
Corned Beef and Cabbage,
Potatoes, Baby Carrots

Tuesday, March 19
Sloppy Joe Sandwich, Potato
Chips, Cucumber Salad, Dessert of
the Day

Wednesday, March 20
Muffaletta Sandwich, Potato
Chips, Dessert of the Day

Thursday, March 21
Stuffed Peppers, Green and
Gold Sandwich

Friday, March 22
Fried Scallops, French Fries,
Veggie of the Day, Dessert of the
Day

». Come Celebrate

St. Patrick’s Day
Weekend With Us!

Wednesday Nights ~ 7om-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

 QYpeoming Everils

Saturday, March 30th

8pm-12pm

Gypsy Six

Friday Nights ~ gom-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY

LUCK OF THE DRAW
"\ 5:30pm e All Welcome /~

DARTS

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491

LOWEB PBIGES
T0 BOO

YOUR BUDGET’
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

INFLATION &

ASSORTED PORK CHops 2212

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS v ® 122

USDA INSP.

SHOKED PORK PICNC,...> 1 55

SLICED IN OUR DELI

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF oxrAlLs.......................39

TURKEY BREAST.......... > B o2

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT ..o 2B 22

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF TRIPE s > 2 15

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

r LAST YEAR’S PRIC

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK ROAST or STEAK.

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL(E)i

s

3549

BEEF STRIPLOIN
F(_‘.ngE 35%9 WHOLE

OR HALF
USDA INSP.
FROZEN

% CORNED BEEF ¥¢

USDA INSP. FROZEN VARIETY PACK

CUT UP CHIGKEN 15 15 50x s

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TALAPIA FILLETS. ... 292

139

POINT FLAT  WHOLE
CuT CUT  BRISKET

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TUNA STERKS .o > 0

\31 %9 32%9 52%5

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

718
5366 us,

SALE DATES: 3/14/24-3/20/24 BUY DIRECT FOR ===, SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PAN FRIED
BREADED SHRIMP.....ooo > 2 0

90 A do St.
(f 90 Meat Outlet@ A p‘r’i‘:]‘g;i; 4
HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
- www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Memories on the walls of the sugar house highlight the great success

Hardwick Sugar Shack has had over the years

A cozy campfire is always running during the operation of making

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK - During Sundays
in March, the Hardwick Sugar
Shack offers tours and teaches
the process of how maple syrup is
made, starting with trees and end-
ing up in those special maple syrup
containers.

This family sugar shack has
been operating in Hardwick for
more than 20 years.

Joe Raskett and Megan
McDonough welcome many guests
to explore the process behind mak-
ing maple syrup. It is a fun experi-
ence where guests can venture out
into the outdoors and witness the
steps in the maple syrup making
process.

March is sugaring season in
Massachusetts and the Hardwick
Sugar Shack has been keeping busy
to make as much maple syrup as
possible. On location, there is a
sugar house that houses merchan-
dise and memorabilia of all the
history of Hardwick Sugar Shack;
the shelves stocked with containers
of maple syrup, maple cream and
maple candy.

Raskett has many newspaper
articles over the years that have
told stories about Hardwick Sugar
Shack. One of the greatest stories
to Raskett involves his children.

“I got to watch my kids grow up
seeing these articles,” Raskett said.

While growing up, Raskett’s
children Emily and Jonathan got
to experience the world of making
maple syrup and help out their par-
ents every season. Hardwick Sugar
Shack have had seasonal staff over
the years as youth in the neighbor-
hood expressed interest in helping
out every maple syrup season.

Students in high school would
help every year until they left for

Visitors can check out Hardwick Sugar Shack and see how maple syrup is made.

college. Raskett says sometimes
the kids come back to help or visit
during their school breaks.

Raskett, originally from
Rutland, started making maple
syrup as a hobby. Raskett also
admits to having a sweet tooth for
maple syrup.

This hobby would soon turn into
a family business as equipment for
making maple syrup can be very
expensive.

As of now, Hardwick Sugar
Shack has about 16 acres of land
with over 1,400 trees tapped into
to collect sap. The land is filled
with trails that take the staff of
Hardwick Sugar Shack into the
wilderness.

Raskett’s favorite part of oper-
ating the sugar shack is going out
into the outdoors and checking on
the trees.

As the business grew over time,
the supply of maple syrup got big-

ger and the Hardwick Sugar Shack
got busier. Many customers appre-
ciate the business of Hardwick
Sugar Shack and can rely on pur-
chasing delicious pure maple syrup
every season.

“People want a good taste of
maple syrup,” Raskett said. “The
public will take care of you”.

Raskett and McDonough appre-
ciate the continued support from
the community of Hardwick and
the neighboring communities and
businesses who love their maple
syrup.

During the sugaring season,
Hardwick Sugar Shack does fea-
ture their sugar house with maple
syrup, hats, t-shirts, and other
maple products. However, their
maple syrup is available year-round
at local stores.

Hardwick Sugar Shack’s pure
maple syrup is available at The
Country Gourmet in Barre, Rose32

Bread in Gilbertville, Hardwick
Farmer’s Co-Op in Hardwick,
Hartman’s Herb Farm in Barre,
Howe’s Farm Stand in Paxton and
Holden, Mimi’s Coffee House in
Hardwick and Petersham Country
Store in Petersham.

Hardwick Sugar Shack attends
the annual Hardwick Community
Fair every August and offers
pure maple syrup. Containers of
maple syrup come in half pints,
pints, quarts and half gallons. The
Hardwick Sugar Shack makes an
average of about 350 gallons of
maple syrup a year.

For a tour of the Hardwick
Sugar Shack, visit 572 Jackson
Road on Sundays, March 17 and
24 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. To learn
more, call the Hardwick Sugar
Shack at 413 477-0932 and follow
the Hardwick Sugar Shack on their
Facebook page.

maple syrup at the Hardwick Sugar Shack.

H-l-u--"
nmunucrs '
 SOLD HERE
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Pumps help bring sap to the sugar house where it is converted to
maple syrup

The front counter of the sugar house at Hardwick Sugar Shack fea-
tures maple syrup, maple cream and maple candy.

Using a reverse osmosis machine helps produce maple syrup inside
the sugar house.

Trinity Episcopal hosts St. Patrick’s Day dinner

WARE - Trinity Episcopal
Church, 17 Park St., will host a
St. Patrick’s Day corned beef and
cabbage dinner on Sunday, March
17 from 5-6:30 p.m.

The cost is $15 per meal, and

is available drive-up or take-out.
The menu includes corned beef,
cabbage, potatoes, carrots, bread
and dessert.

For reservations, please call
413-967-6100 and leave your

name, phone number and the
number of meals you’d like to
order.

All proceeds from the dinner
benefit parish mission and minis-
tries serving the community.

Questions needed for ‘Meet the Candidates’ forum

WARE - Ware Community
Television and the Ware River
News will be hosting a “Meet the
Candidates” forum prior to the
April 8 election, and we need ques-
tions from the community.

Select questions will be asked
to each candidate running for the
Selectboard and School Committee
during the March 23 forum.

Please send your questions,
specifying the board or committee

it is intended for, by email to poui-
mette @turley.com or mail to Ware
River News, 80 Main St., Ware
MA 01082. Written questions can
also be dropped off at our office,
80 Main St.

BAKED POTATO
FUNDRAISER

To Benefit

Philmont Crew 2024
BSA Troop 281

NEsco SaLes™e-

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

¢ All vehicles are sanitized before ¢ Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available
and after repairs ¢ Collision Specialists

Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims ¢
e = Shed,, Pool, & Wm"sk M
91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 283-6403 www.nescoautobody.cor? ” Pt FR"' ARCH zz

Hot Tub Removals ( 774)397 6500

5:00-6:30PM

ALL SAINTS Church Hall
Ware, MA
Take Out Only!!!

$10/person Advanced Sale
$12/person At The Door

Includes
HUGE Potato, Drink & Dessert
and All the Fixings:
Butter, Sour Cream, Green Onion,
Bacon, Cheese, Broccoli, Chili

Raffle Table & 50/50

Text or Call
Dan 413-297-5886 or
Marcia 413-297-1799 or Email
scoutdad281@charter.net

Happy 50th
Birthday Brian!!!
Welcome to the Slub!

* 3/15/1974 %

Love, Yvette D. Luszcz & All the Family

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

All proceeds will go towards
the crew’s trip to Philmont High
Adventure Base in New Mexico
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GUEST COLUMN

Life Together

few weeks ago, Sesame Street’s
AElmo posted: “Elmo here, just

checking in. How’s everybody
doing?”

Hundreds of responses flooded the post-
ing. People poured out their lives to the
puppet. Cheaper than therapy, the fear and
pain of many were shared online.

People are hurting. People are alone.
Mental health professionals now tell us
that the leading cause of mental illness is
loneliness.

So many of us seek healing for our bro-
ken lives. Whether due to loss and our grief,
addiction, or our disconnect from others to
eliminate the stimulation of our nerves, or
our inability to enter into and sustain inti-
mate relationships, we seek connection and
support.

Mental health is about relationships.
When we are in relationship to others who
care about us, they give us good energy and
hope. We seek peace in our troubled times.
We seek truth in our delusional politics.

One possible interpretation of TRUTH
is: “Stop Forgetting”.

Stop forgetting who loves you. Stop for-
getting to whom you belong. Stop forget-
ting there is hope. A hope we need to do it
all again tomorrow.

An acronym for HOPE, is, Help Other
People Endure. When in pain and suffering
we need to be grounded in hope.

Whatever your faith, or lack of faith,
wise words come to us from St. Paul in
Romans 5: “Suffering produces Endurance,
Endurance produces Character, and
Character produces Hope, a hope that does
not disappoint.”

To be fully present with another person,
to sit with them, walk with them, care for
them, is the healing source for those who
are alone and feel hopeless. Our presence
embodies hope.

We need not say anything.

Helping another person endure their suf-
fering and move towards hope is a sacred
event. In the end we may get to gratitude
and discover that in our being present, not
only may the other person endure and find
peace, we too share the transformation from
suffering to endurance to character to hope.

Who will you sit with? Who will, is, sit-
ting with you?

May you trust you are not alone and
there is a way forward.

Elmo hears you. Elmo cares. And we are
called to hear each other and care for each
other.

Rev. Dr. Randy Wilburn
Minister, Therapist, Consultant

Life Together is written by Rev. Dr.
Randall K. Wilburn. With over 54 years as
a parish minister, Wilburn is also an expe-
rienced marriage and family counselor.
Life Together will deal with topics such as
stress, grief, anxiety, healing and hope.
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CONGRESS

By Lee Hamilton

Immigrants drive
U.S. economy

The American economy is thriving, and
immigration should get some of the credit.

That’s the message from experts who
highlight the critical role that immigrants
are playing in the workforce.

This may seem surprising when immi-
gration is under attack and chaos at the
border is a staple of political rhetoric. But
immigrants are filling essential jobs — in
childcare, health care, food service and
agriculture but also in science, technolo-
gy and entrepreneurship — at a time when
employers are struggling to find workers.

About half the recent growth in the labor
market came from foreign-born workers,
according to an Economic Policy Institute
analysis. A recent report by the nonpar-
tisan Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates that growth in the labor force, largely
from immigration, will add $7 trillion to
America’s GDP in the next decade.

More people working means more peo-
ple paying taxes, which reduces the federal
deficit.

Of course, this doesn’t mean our immi-
gration policies are working the way they
should. They haven’t been seriously updat-
ed since 1986.

We need an immigration system that
advances our national interest and reflects
our values, and we don’t have that. Our
current system prioritizes family unifica-
tion, which is important; but it hasn’t kept
pace with changes in technology and the
economy.

Obviously, many Americans are con-
cerned about immigration. A recent Gallup
survey found 28% of respondents named
immigration as the top problem facing
our nation, more than cited inflation or

Please see HAMILTON, page 13
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News from my
garden to yours

I received a text from a friend earlier today
asking what is covering my strawberry plants.

I answered her with one word: water.

Yes indeed, a good portion of my garden is
drowning at the moment, as are various parts
of my yard. We have had too much rain in too
short of a period and the ground is still frozen
partway down.

It’s happened before and will likely happen
again, but every time it does, I wonder how
these areas could possibly rebound and look
good come spring. Usually, they do and with
little help from me.

The water recedes and spring comes.

Keep in mind that the soil, be it in your
garden or yard, will lose some of its fertility
because of leaching, and it will be compacted
from such excessive rainfall. Give your plants
a side dressing of compost this spring; it will
be sure to help restore fertility and improve
the condition of the soil in general.

According to a soil test, my garden was
notoriously low in nitrogen, so I incorporated
blood meal into the soil at planting time with
another dose a few weeks later. It didn’t occur

to me at the time, but flooding a couple of
times early in the year could be the culprit of
the low nitrogen reading.

Soil that is heavy with water literally push-
es out the space that was meant for oxygen
and becomes compacted. Without oxygen,
plants’ vascular systems won’t function prop-
erly.

As I said before, a few days in the off sea-
son likely won’t hurt much, but if this were to
happen during the growing season, your plants
may look wilted even though they are sitting
in water.

Root rot, perhaps, or simply that the roots
are unable to absorb the water around them.

Lawns should be aerated to remedy this
problem, and garden soil should be loosened
— once it’s dry of course — to get some air into
the soil. This can be done numerous ways, by
use of various hand tools.

Although scratching around with a three
tine cultivator will likely bring some weed
seeds to the surface, it is one of my favorite
things to do in the garden. I find it a great
stress-buster, too.

Do remember to try not to walk on saturat-
ed soil or it will compound the problem. Even
in the spring when you are working in your
garden, place a board under your feet to dis-
tribute your weight evenly and prevent more
compaction.

Have you noticed that your houseplants
have begun to put on an abundance of new
growth? Mine sure have! Support this with a
dose of half strength liquid fertilizer.

I need to take cuttings of fuchsia and gera-
nium plants that I overwintered. It will sure
be great to make cemetery logs with our own
geraniums this year.

I will simply cut a terminal (meaning top)
stem about 4-5 inches long just after a node

(that’s where the leaved join the stem). I’ll
carefully take off all but the top two or three
leaves and insert the leafless section into a
small pot (say around 2-3 inches in diameter)
of good quality moist potting soil.

The two or three leaves you left will be
above the soil line. If you have rooting hor-
mone on hand, you can dip the stem into that
first, but you don’t have to; plants in active
growth usually root fine even without it.

I will place my cuttings in indirect light
and mist with a spray bottle a couple of times
a day to keep them from wilting before they
root. Check in about a month, and if you are
lucky, roots will have formed.

Depending on the size pot you used, and
the size of the roots, it may be a good time to
put the plants into a bigger pot and place them
in a sunnier window until it’s safe to plant
them outside.

My daffodil plants are starting to pop up
here and there in the yard. I had a little bit of
balanced organic granular fertilizer left from
last year, so I sprinkled it around the clusters.

Now and once the flowers have gone by
are the two best times to fertilize narcissus. |
am so excited to enjoy the varied colors and
scents from this huge Genus of plants.

To me, they are the epitome of a true spring
flower. Soon enough, soon enough!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years she
has held the position of staff horticulturist at
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.

LETTER
TO THE EDITOR

Resident warns of dangers
of large solar arrays

This is a letter to all the towns in central
Massachusetts:

Enough is enough.

The town of Spencer has 23 commer-
cial solar arrays and there is no end in sight.
Apparently, the state is targeting central
Massachusetts as the premium location for
solar arrays.

Land outside Boston is very expensive,
and the western part of the state seems to be
exempt because of soil conditions. I would
guess that the beautiful vistas in the western
part of our state that bring in tourist dollars is
also a factor.

Did you know that there is legislation that
says you will have to remove trees on your
property if requested by your neighbor, if it
blocks the sun from their solar panels? MGL.
Part 2, Title 1, Chapter 187, Section 1A —
Check it out.

I have not been convinced that there will
not be adverse effects to the land after solar
panels have been removed. Many ideas that
looked good at the time turned out to be a
nightmare.

Asbestos is a prime example. I am also con-
cerned about fire.

It is my understanding that any large scale
solar arrays will be required to have battery
energy storage systems on site. Spencer will be
proposing a new bylaw amendment that will
require signs to indicate 100 feet from these
systems.

Because a large storage system has a blast
radius or explosion of 100 feet. This is to keep
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the responders safe. It is also my understand-
ing that the fire department’s only option at
this time is to let the fire burn itself out.

If you are as concerned as I am, please
feel free to reach out to me at rmcpher683 @
aol.com, I encourage you to contact me to
help form a committee representing central
Massachusetts to slow down this problem by
putting political pressure on our state govern-
ment.

There are two bills before the legislature
that will help our communities regain more
control. They are S1319, and H2082. If we
work together, we will be more effective.

Thank you for your attention.

Carol McPherson
Spencer

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Will my benefit increase
if I work while collecting
disability?

Dear Rusty:

I will be 64 in March and currently receive
Social Security Disability Insurance payments.
My full retirement age is 67, but I'm thinking
about trying to return to work.

If T work and my earnings exceed the
monthly disability payment limits, but do not
exceed the annual limit, how will my disabil-
ity payments be affected? Will working while
receiving Social Security disability payments
change my Social Security benefit amount
when I reach my full retirement age of 677

Signed: Mending

Dear Mending:

Social Security doesn’t go by annual earn-
ings when it comes to disability; they go by
monthly earnings. If your work earnings in
any one month of 2024 exceed $1,550, that
will be a flag to SS that you are no longer
disabled ($2,590 per month if you’re blind). If
that happens for a few months in a row, they
will most likely stop your SSDI payments.

Often, this happens retroactively, they
won’t find out until sometime later that you
repeatedly exceeded the monthly limit, but
they will likely cancel your SSDI benefits and
require you to repay any benefits you received

in months you exceeded the monthly SSDI
earnings limit or months they deem you were
capable of working without restriction.

I suggest you consider enrolling in Social
Security’s “Ticket to Work” program. While
enrolled, you can work and will have a roll-
ing nine month “Trial Work Period” over five
years, during which you can earn more than
$1,110/month in 2024 without jeopardizing
your SSDI benefits.

If, after completing your nine month
trial work period, you are taken off of SSDI
(because you’re no longer considered dis-
abled), and you again become disabled and
unable to work, your SSDI benefits can
resume without requiring you to go through
the entire application process again. You can
test your ability to work, will be able to work
some and can earn more than the limit in some
months, which makes the Ticket to Work pro-
gram your best option.

Read more about it here by visiting https://
choosework.ssa.gov/.

As for whether working while on SSDI will
improve your benefit at your Full Retirement
Age, that depends. Your current SSDI benefit
is equal to your FRA entitlement from your
earnings record at your disability onset date,
but paid to you prior to your FRA.

The method for determining your benefit
under SSDI is complex and depends on the
age at which you became unable to work and
the number of Social Security credits you
had accumulated at that time. Although SS
retirement benefits normally require you earn
at least 40 SS quarter credits and are based on
your highest earning 35 years, those approved
for SSDI can get benefits with fewer than 40
credits and less than 35 years of lifetime earn-
ings.

Since each case is unique, I cannot say

whether your earnings while on SSDI will
improve your FRA amount, but Social
Security will monitor your earnings and
increase your benefit if appropriate.

FYI, your SSDI benefit would normally
automatically convert to become your regular
SS retirement benefit at your FRA at the same
amount you were receiving while on SSDI.

It’s possible that the limited earnings you
may have from working while on SSDI may
increase your benefit, but that’s impossible
for me to predict. Your benefit is based on
your lifetime earnings history (adjusted for
inflation), not on your contributions to Social
Security while working.

So, if you are on SSDI and wish to try
returning to work, and you think your monthly
earnings will occasionally exceed the SSDI
limit, I suggest you contact Social Security
(1-800-772-1213 or your local office to
explore enrolling in the Ticket to Work pro-
gram. That would be your best option to avoid
jeopardizing your SSDI benefits, and your
benefit amount will be automatically adjusted
by Social Security if appropriate.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other governmental
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the National Social Security
Association To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security
advisor for AMAC.

OPINION
POLICY

Letters to the editor
should be 250 words or less
in length, and “Your Turn”
guest column between 500-
800 words. No unsigned or
anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that
the person submitting the
opinion also include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number. We
must authenticate author-
ship prior to publication. We
reserve the right to edit or
withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous,
unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, or defama-
tion of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News
Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:
pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for
submissions is Monday
at noon.

Turley Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is lim-
ited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please
include a photo. We will
not publish any statements
of candidacy inside the four
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other
campaign publicity during
the race, please contact our
advertising representatives.
We also do not allow per-
sonal attacks against other
candidates or political par-
ties in statements of candi-
dacy, nor do we publish for
free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of
no more than 250 words
from supporters endorsing
specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues are
limited to three total per
author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edi-
tion before the election. We
reserve the right to edit all
statements of candidacy and
letters to the editor to meet
our guidelines.
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selecting students for these respon-
sibilities is not only for the podcast
but also for roles in the school’s
kindness club and leadership club.

For this school year, the pod
squad features hosts Kaiyah
Menard, Ryder Sears, Aria Giroux,
MacKinley Peloquin and Emery
Olivo. These students are part of the
WCES sixth grade class who rotate
addressing the school announce-
ments.

The idea of providing a podcast
for the school dates back more than
a decade when Quaboag Regional
School District Superintendent
Stephen Duff was the principal
of WCES. Duff thought it would
be a great activity for kids to get
involved in doing school announce-
ments and the podcast was soon
introduced.

Originally, the school thought
about getting all grades involved
from kindergarten to sixth grade.
However, it was decided to allow
the sixth grade students to host and
run the podcast. Helping the stu-
dents out every morning with the
podcast is WCES Dean of Students,
Brian Guimond.

Ever since becoming Dean of
Students back in 2021, Guimond
has helped dozens of sixth grade
students prepare for their special
announcements. Going live for each
podcast was a bit challenging so the
teachers decided it would be best to
pre-record the daily podcast.

According to Guimond, the big-
gest benefit of having the daily pod-
cast is to put students in a position
of practicing civility and responsi-

Costumes are a fun feature that
students enjoy wearing while
announcing on the podcast.

bility. For leadership club, the older
grades get to interact with younger
kids in grades such as kindergar-
ten, first and second. Kindness club
focuses on spreading kindness and
goodwill.

Guimond believes many students
in the younger grades look up to
the pod squad and view them as
celebrities. What is popular with
the pod squad is they love wearing
costumes and cool hats during their
announcements.

Although the students have
fun on the set of the podcast in
Guimond’s office, Guimond makes
sure the kids keep the podcast
fun and serious at the same time.
According to the teachers at WCES
having the opportunity of hosting
the school’s podcast is a big respon-
sibility.

“Have a balance of having fun

and being serious,” Guimond said
referring to the responsibility stu-
dents must have when announcing
for the podcast.

Every day during the week
the podcast does a fun segment.
Mondays is mindfulness Monday
and used to be music Mondays.
When it was music Mondays, view-
ers had to guess what tune was
playing during the show.

Tuesdays there is a segment
called “Ask the Pod Squad” where
the hosts would be asked different
questions.

Wednesdays is all about work-
ing out; Workout Wednesdays. The
hosts would show kids how to do
different exercises such as pushups
and jumping jacks.

On Thursdays, the Pod Squad
would do Teacher Talk Thursdays.
Every Thursday the squad would
bring in a staff member of Warren
Community Elementary School and
interview them.

On Friday, the Pod Squad does
a sports report covering all of New
England’s favorite teams such as
the Red Sox, Celtics, Patriots and
Bruins. In addition, the sports report
also talks about local sports includ-
ing Quaboag’s sports teams.

Other features to the podcast
include the daily weather report,
birthday announcements with the
singing birthday bear and messages
on the board. In every broadcast of
the podcast the hosts lead the stu-
dents in a pledge of allegiance.

For laughter, the hosts share
a joke of the day. The hosts also
show lost and found items that may
belong to students of WCES.

The script is prepared by

Guimond to help students read
off some of the announcements.
Uploading the podcast for classes
to see is the school’s Tech Specialist
Mr. McKusick.

According to Guimond, one of
the challenges of running the pod-
cast is getting students to take full
control and ownership of some
of the components of running the
podcast. Guimond believes having
students taking more control of the
podcast can teach them having more
responsibilities and increase on
their working experience.

Guimond loves incorporating
humorous dialogue to the podcast,
especially when it applies to ques-
tions for the teacher talk interviews.
Guimond is always there helping
the students out and loves seeing the
students host the podcast.

“The Dean’s still running the
ropes,” Guimond said amusingly.

The podcast has a show every
school day of the year and it is
made possible by the determination
of the students. Kaiyah Menard has
enjoyed viewing the school pod-
cast since kindergarten and hoped to
someday be the host.

This year, Kaiyah’s goal was
accomplished and she became part
of the Pod Squad. At first, Kaiyah
had mixed feelings about doing the
podcast.

“I was nervous but incredibly
excited,” Menard said. “It would
be a lot of fun to do reporting in the
future.”

The podcast continues to spark
inspiration throughout the school
community and awaits the future
hosts and members of the WCES
Pod Squad.
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WARE - March 20 will be
known in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts as Ware Business
& Civic Association and Beyond
day per proclamation of the
Massachusetts State House of
Representatives.

A special presentation will be
held on Wednesday, March 20.

The Ware Business & Civic
Association and Beyond will be
holding its monthly program on
that day from 8-9 a.m. at E2E
located at 79 Main St.

The monthly program will
feature a listening and feedback
session with representatives
from Country Bank regarding
possible uses of the Main Street

HARDWICK - The
Hardwick Recycling Center,
2011 Barre Road, will hold a
Bulk Waste Collection Event on
Saturday, April 13 from 8 a.m.-
noon.

This event is open to the resi-
dents of Hardwick and surround-
ing towns. A recycling center
sticker is not required.

Please note, there are fees per
item charged to cover the cost of
hauling and processing.

Prices are as follows: mattress
or box spring, any size, $30;
couch, $30; futon or waterbed
mattress, $25; loveseat, $25;
upholstered chair, $25; pool

March 20 is WBCA & Beyond Day

bank building. The session will
include a walkthrough of the
building at 75 Main St.

The Ware Business & Civic
Association and Beyond mem-
bership consists of businesses
and organizations from Ware,
Palmer, Belchertown, Hardwick,
Warren and West Brookfield.
The monthly meeting is open
to any business or organization
within those towns interested in
joining the association.

For information about join-
ing the Ware Business & Civic
Association and Beyond, visit
warebca.com, contact warebca@
gmail.com or call Dan Flynn,
president, at 413-297-5886.

Recycling Center offers bulk waste day

tables, $25; wall unit cabinets,
$20; large entertainment center,
$20; sink, $15; toilet, $20; car-
peting/foam carpet backing, $15;
kitchen/dining table, $15; book-
case, bureau, $15; trash com-
pactor, $10; wooden chair, end
table, coffee table, night stand,
$12; infant car seat, $7; bulk
Styrofoam (bagged), $5; and
suitcases, $5.

The staff and volunteers
reserve the right to price or reject
other items not listed above
accordingly on site.

For more information, people
email recycling@townofhard-
wick.com.

WARE BOS from page 1

“They’re actually undertaking a
very proactive process of going out
and seeking to see if there’s inter-
est,” he said.

Beckley said residents have
questioned the legalities of the
reuse of the property and the
Gilbert Trust.

“They’re requesting assistance
from legislators and the Attorney
General in reviewing that infor-
mation,” he said. Beckley said the
town’s attorney had previously
reviewed it.

Selectboard member Keith
Kruckas thinks another attorney
should look at the documentation
regarding the trust.

“I don’t think there’s being
enough done here to try and pre-
serve what’s there,” he said. “I
think it needs to be addressed and I
think we need help.”

The Selectboard approved draft-
ing a letter to seeking assistance
through this process.

Fire Department report

Interim Fire Chief Jim Martinez
said he is happy to say that he has
filled two vacancies on the depart-
ment. The new staff are expected
to start the second or third week of
April.

“That will bring us up to the
full staffing we have on the books,”
Martinez said.

Martinez said firefighters Dan
O’Brien and Mackinzie Williamson
graduated from the Massachusetts
Fire Academy and he would like to
hold a formal pinning and swearing

in ceremony for them. The depart-
ment currently has one member in
the academy and another starting
the second week of April.

“Those things are moving
along,” Martinez said.

Martinez said the town
received two grants; a Fire
Safety Equipment grant from the
Department of Fire Services in the
amount of $18,833.74 which will
be used to replace aged equipment.

“We have a rescue sled that’s
been in service for 22 years, that
is finally going to be able to be
retired,” he said.

The second grant is from
the Emergency Management
Performance Grant program in
the amount of $4,550 to purchase
equipment for lithium/ion battery
response.

Martinez said the department
is applying for the Assistance to
Firefighters Grant program. If
awarded, they will use the funding
to purchase a new brush truck, val-
ued at approximately $300,000.

That grant would also include
about $330,000 for mixed equip-
ment such as radios and training.

These are expenses that the
department cannot immediately
address through its budget.

“There is a 5% match on that;
if we are awarded that, we would
have to come up with 5%,” he said.

Martinez said there are 20 posi-
tions on the floor and 22 positions
total. There are two shifts that have
four members on them and two
that have five and he would like to
use the Staffing for Adequate Fire
and Emergency Response grant to

round them out.

With the grant, we would
increase all shifts to five people.

“This will by default, increase
our minimum staff from the two
to three,” he said. “That will give
us a third person in house...so as a
result it will help lessen the impact
on some of our recall.”

The department’s newest ambu-
lance is scheduled to arrive by the
end of April. The new software
package should also be online by
that time.

DPW report

Department of Public Works
Director Geoffrey McAlmond
introduced Bill Sykes, the new
chief water operator.

He said the DPW’s Water
Foreman put into place a monthly
sewer line cleaning program for
known trouble spots.

“It really has alleviated any sig-
nificant backups result in overflows
to date,” he said. Prior to that they
had two to three a year.

He said Sykes and the Water
Foreman are now planning the sys-
temwide flushing, which should be
completed by the end of April.

McAlmond said the water and
billing software was upgraded and
they are in the final process of
completing that project. He said the
last quarter’s bills went out using
the new system.

He commended the Tax
Collector for helping his depart-
ment get that system up and run-
ning.

McAlmond said the wastewater
screener project contract has been
awarded and its just begun the sub-
mittal process for the equipment.

“That timeframe for the project
is 400 days,” he said. “Once the
contractor has the schedule devel-
oped which will be based on his
equipment deliveries, we’ll be able
to have a more accurate timeline
for completion on that project.”

McAlmond said the equipment
is custom-made for the project.

He said wastewater has hired a
new employee and he is starting
his education toward getting his
license.

McAlmond commended his
staff for coming up with a way to
increase the percentage of solids by
using polymer, which has resulted
in a large reduction in sludge to be
disposed of.

He said the cost savings have
been significant in just over four
months.

McAlmond said the effluent
pumps are “still showing their
ages” and two pumps are in need of
serious repairs. They will be seek-
ing an outside contractor to do the
repairs.

McAlmond said the 10-wheel
dump truck has been an asset this
winter, especially with dispersing
deicing materials.

The Highway crew

Parks Department report

Parks Manager John Piechota
said a lot of tree work has been
completed with their new hire, who
has “tremendous knowledge” in
tree work.

There is still tree work that
needs to be completed with the
help of the Highway Department.

Piechota said he is moving for-
ward with the Parkland Acquisition
and Renovations for Communities
grant for an irrigation system at
Memorial Field and the basketball
court.

“We have some quotes in for a
portion of it,” he said. He is trying
to get paving contractors for the
basketball court.

Piechota said enrollment num-
bers are up in some spring sports,
while others remain down.

“One of the challenges will
be trying to accommodate them
all on our fields and do work
on the fields,” he said, especial-
ly Memorial Field. He said there
is “no rest” for Memorial Field,
which is used April through
November.

He said a second grant will
fund the addition of a pavilion at
the Grenville Park playground, an
Americans with Disabilities Act
apparatus and parking. That project
is expected to start after July.

Piechota said the camera system
has been beneficial, and reduced
the amount of vandalism.

He said his department is work-
ing on options for Reed Memorial
Pool and Beauregard Playground.

Council on Aging

The Council on Aging asked to
remove member SK Robinson due
to lack of attendance. Council on
Aging members said Robinson has
attended two meetings since July,
and he was notified in November
that his attendance is mandatory.

Council on Aging members said
their bylaws allow members to be
removed after two missed meet-
ings.

The Selectboard accepted the
Council on Aging’s decision to
rescind Robinson’s membership.

Audit update
Beckley gave an update on the
ongoing Town Hall audit discus-
sion. He said town counsel gave
him three recommendations for
auditors, one of which already does
the town’s regular audit.

has been removing trees
around the Church Street
tank in order to install a
perimeter fence.

Support the local
businesses that
support your
local newspaper.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Ware

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon

o~

STIHL ®Husqvarna
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST * SAFETY

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Shipping Can Be Arranged

¢ Stump Grinding
* Bobhcat Work

¢ Furnace Wood
* Firewood $275/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ Lot Clearing  Storm work

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

Prime Rib

Every Thursday,
Friday & Saturday

TRIVIANIGHT

MUSIC BINGO

COUNTRY CLUB

Online Ordering Available
Monday - 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

EST. 2022

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, March 12,
Tuesday, March 26,

Tuesday, April 9,

Tuesday, April 23
Starting at 6:30 p.m.

E
Easter Egg Hunt . _,@

Sunday, March 24 at 1 p.m.

FREE

River News RENTALS AVAILABLE e | H:508-867-6119  C: 978-888-1693
hardwickcrossing.com i

F . . BOOK ‘1

'\ ngztcf " 262 Lower Road, Gilbertville ~ YouR ’

j Available  pARDWICK CROSSING 774-757-8907 WITH US! "\

Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Ei Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram &)

St. Patrick’s Day Party

Visit
Our
Website . Sun.d ay Ma}rch 17
For More Live Music Starting at 3 p.m.
Details Tequila Mockingbird

Food & Drink All Weekend Long

aster Brunch

Sunday, March 31

Seatings at 10:30 a.m., 12:15
Menu Available on Faceboo

m. &2 p.m.
& Website

HOME TOWN HERO

Pole Banners
to Honor Ware Veterans

WARE, MASSACHUSETTS

Jf c;*mf!mmf @75) eroes

John W. Doe

I-‘Ilr -I"fr' e l'!'-'lJ

Name of Veteran

States S vmy

Branch of Service

Cost is $75 per side « Limited Quantity
Make Checks payable to the Town of Ware

Sponsor Information

Name

Address

Email

Phone

For more information contact Dan Flynn
413-297-5886 « email:dflynn@turley.com
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Cable Advisory
Committee reviews
IT project proposals

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN - The Cable
Advisory Committee met at the
beginning of March to discuss
project proposals from Ocker’s
Company.

Ocker’s Company provides
information technology services
including data center virtualization,
disaster recovery, communica-
tion systems, data cabling, digital
signage, security integration, and
cloud computing services.

One of the production projects
involves new production desks.
The committee went over some of
the possible expenses for these new
desks and Chairman Travis Baker
informed the rest of the committee
how expensive they are.

The expenses involve labor,
shipping, new wiring and assembly
costs.

Ocker’s Company is also sup-
porting some projects going on at
Quaboag Regional Middle High
School. After some conversations
with Superintendent Stephen Duff,
Baker informed the committee
that the projects are taking place at
the school’s media center and the
school auditorium.

The media center hosts a lot of
classes and meetings including the
Quaboag School Committee meet-
ings. The project involved install-
ing PTZ cameras to get all angles
of the media center and install
wires from cameras to a patch
panel.

For the school auditorium, cam-
eras will be mounted to get the
whole stage in their line of sight.

Also, the auditorium will get wir-
ing for the newly mounted cam-
era. Baker also shared the idea of
possibly having Ocker’s Company
and the staff at the school split the
workload for both projects.

However, it is possible that
Ocker’s wants to direct the wires in
the auditorium for that project.

“They want to do the wiring
themselves,” Baker said.

Baker will discuss more about
sharing the workload for those
projects with Duff and Facilities
Director Marc Astrella.

The school project could take
approximately five days if planning
goes well. Baker mentioned this
is more of a summer project and
won’t interfere with classes during
the school day. When school is out
for the summer, that will be a more
appropriate time to get projects
completed.

Baker briefly shared a unique
piece of equipment that was made
at the school. Students during
woodshop class made a rolling
case for equipment.

Members of the Cable Advisory
will be able to store equipment
such as cables and wires for safe-
keeping.

The committee is waiting to get
quotes from Ocker’s for both proj-
ects. The plan is to get these quotes
prior to presenting them to the
Board of Selectmen and Finance
Committee.

Baker mentioned the idea of
possibly putting the quotes togeth-
er and hopefully being covered by
a potential CAP increase.

Please see GABLE, page 12

Quaboag River Levee Committee has first meeting

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN - The Quaboag River
Levee Committee had its first
meeting last week to address the
levee by the Wright’s Mill com-
plex.

The purpose of the commit-
tee is to review the conditions of
the levee and discuss making cer-
tain advisements to the Board of
Selectmen and ask for funds that
will help support possible main-
tenance and repairs to the levee.
These advisements are only rec-
ommendations and would also
be determined based on what is
affordable.

The committee will also go over
a list of priorities to attend to first.
Some priorities were provided by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers provides engineering
services to customers in more than
130 countries worldwide. The orga-
nization help energizing the econ-
omy by dredging America’s water-
ways to support the movement of
critical commodities and providing
recreation opportunities at camp-
grounds, lake and marinas.

According to Levee Committee
Chairman, James McKeon the
levee in the Quaboag River was
completed in 1963. The levee is
located in West Warren near South
Street and Main Street by the
Wright’s Mill complex.

The gates and valves were first
brought up in the first Quaboag
River Levee Committee meeting
and may be a top priority for the
committee to review.

The valves are most likely due
for an inspection to see if they’re
in working order. The valves help
with flood control and keep any

water from overflowing into the
streets.

The recommended projects
involve gates and valves, vegeta-
tion and a camera drainage pipe.
Gates and valves were already con-
sidered a priority and may need an
inspection.

Vegetation may be needed in
case any large trees are growing in
the area where the levee is operat-
ing. The cameras for the drainage
pipes will be used for inspection of
the system.

For the security of the premises,
the premises of the Quaboag River
Levee is well observed and signs
are enforced. The area is a restrict-
ed area for residents and there are
no security issues.

McKeon went over a list of
companies to reach out to who
may be able to help the commit-
tee inspect the levee system. What
the committee is looking to get

first before presenting to the select
board is quotes on what the job and
any maintenance may cost.

The quotes will give the town “a
good understanding of what to start
with,” said Jeremy Olson, member
of the Levee Committee.

A motion was made to go for-
ward with contacting these com-
panies to initiate the conversation
of inspecting the levee system. The
committee agreed and McKeon
will reach out to these companies
and possibly have one of them help
with the inspection.

The Quaboag River Levee
Committee will have their next
meeting sometime in April. The
members agreed to meet on
Thursdays in the afternoon.

Members of the Quaboag River
Levee Committee include McKeon,
Olson, Police Chief Gerald
Millette, Fire Chief Adam Lavoie
and William Leslie.

Potential override explained by Town Administrator

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD - Town
Administrator Ron San Angelo
hosted a discussion to explain a
potential override for the town.

Overrides are used to raise
money to address annual operating
costs for a town or city. Residents
would have to vote to decide if
they need to raise the levy limit
to cover the costs of operating the
local government.

Residents will have to vote
at their May annual election to
decide if they want the override for
the town.

San Angelo, the Board of
Selectmen and the Advisory

Committee provided paper cop-
ies of the override presentation for
residents to look over and notice
the categories that make up the
town budget. According to San
Angelo, if expenses are higher
than the 2.5% limit on tax increas-
es (known as Proposition 2 ¥2) then
the town would need an override.

The town budget includes pub-
lic works, library and recreation,
human services, member benefits
and insurance, debt service, gen-
eral government, public safety and
education. According to the chart
provided by San Angelo, education
makes up about 54% of the budget.

What helps balance the budget
for the town is the use of free cash.
Free cash is what a town can uti-
lize in the fiscal year.

Under the Massachusetts law,
free cash is certified as of the
beginning of each fiscal year by
the State Bureau of Accounts.
Together with certain subsequent
tax receipts, the funds are used
as the basis for any subsequent
appropriations from available
funds, which are not required to be
included in the annual tax levy.

San Angelo looks at is as some-
one saving what they have at the
end of the year after all expens-
es are paid. However, he doesn’t
believe it is right to use funds from
a one-time payment system to bal-
ance the budget.

“The town should not be pay-
ing for continuing operations

Please see OVERRIDE, page 13

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Town Administrator Ron San
Angelo had a meeting with West
Brookfield residents to discuss a
potential override for the town.

WARREN from page 1

capped at $950,000 and the town
will pursue the full amount.

Dunphy said Cutter Park is
“long overdue” for upgrades due
to lack of accessibility and public
parking and aged equipment.

“It really hasn’t seen any
improvements for many, many
years,” he said. He said the funds
would be used for design only at
the park.

Suggested improvements

include a water feature, storage
area and enhanced equipment.

The board approved the submis-
sion of the grant application, which
is due by March 25.

L

School Street project

Dunphy said it is important to
notify residents of a “significant
construction season” coming up for
the School Street neighborhood.

School, Prospect, Richardson
and Otis streets will all go under
construction simultaneously start-
ing in the spring. He expects
construction to continue through
October or November.

“It’s going to be quite an effort
going on in that neighborhood,”
Dunphy said.

Town Administrator’s report

Ferrera said the town’s new
dump/plow truck was delivered this
week. The truck took two years

to receive and was partially paid
for with American Rescue Plan Act
funds.

Northeast IT completed the
installation of firewalls at the
Senior Center, Sewer plant and
Highway garage.

Ferrera said he met with repre-
sentatives from Verizon to discuss
One Talk, a program offered to cit-
ies and towns across the state. He
said the program includes desktop
phones and wireless phones.

“As you know, our phone sys-
tem in this building has outlasted
it’s life expectancy,” Ferrera said,
with many of the phones no longer
being produced. He said the copper
lines are also not secure and it is a

system that is likely to fail.

Ferrera said the One Talk
is a VoIP (Voice Over Internet
Protocol) system that has the
option to use the wireless network
if the internet were to go down.

He said currently the town pays
between $800-900 each month on
phones.

“I think that there’s a solu-
tion where we can save some of
the money that it’s costing us each
month and potentially get some
new phones for everybody and to
be all on one network,” Ferrera
said.

Ferrera said Verizon would
engineer the entire system and talk
to departments about their needs.

Ferrera said the representatives
can give a presentation before the
board to give more details of the
program.

Police Department report

Police Chief Gerald Millette
said the department logged 1,360
calls for the month of February.

Millette said during this time,
the department had two officers
leave, but has gained three new
officers.

“They’ve been really doing a
great job,” he said.

Ferrera said a meet and greet
will be held at the Senior Center
in the future, to allow residents the
opportunity to get to know their

new police officers.

“I think that would be helpful
and let a lot of the residents know
and recognize the officers that are
out there and to provide that com-
munity connection I think is invalu-
able,” he said.

Dennis Desrosiers Day

Past and present members of
the Warren Fire Department sent a
letter to the board, requesting that
Aug. 26, 2024, be officially pro-
claimed Dennis Desrosiers Day in
town, recognizing Desrosiers’ ser-
vice and dedication to the depart-
ment. The selectmen will vote on
the request at their next meeting.

Ware Business & Civic Association now includes
the communities of Palmer, Belchertown,
West Brookfield, Warren and Hardwick.
Businesses and organizations
from those towns are welcome to join!

3 JOIN
TODAY!

@ Visit warebca.com
email warebca@gmail.com

By

Referrals are just the beginning! As
a member, you’ll enjoy the spotlight
on your business within our close-
knit community. Think of us as your
business’s ultimate cheerleaders,
making sure your unique offerings
shine bright.

> A Legacy of Achievement
Since 2011, our committee has been

making waves. We’re not just about meetings — we're
about momentum. From securing endorsements for
local businesses to orchestrating events that turn
visitors into regulars, we’ve been shaping our towns’

destiny, one success story at a time.
» Events that Sparkle

Who says business can’t be fun? Picture this:
quarterly membership nights that blend networking
with laughter. We’re all about community, after all —
and a little friendly competition in the bowling alley
or at the axe throwing yard never hurt anyone.

» Network that Expands

With a sprawling member base, joining us means getting
in on the action. Your business won’t just get noticed,;
it'll become a star in our constellation of local talent.

» An Investment in Success

For just $120 per year, you’re securing your spot in

our thriving business ecosystem.
» Seamless Entry
» Embrace Uniqueness

Ready to take your business to new heights while having a blast?
Join us on this exciting ride! Let’s be partners in growth and partners in fun.

Join Our Small-Town Business Development Adventure!
Are you a small business owner looking to boost your community presence and connect

with fellow entrepreneurs? Look no further! Welcome to the heart of our towns’ growth and
success - the Ware Business & Civic Association...and Beyond!

» Qur Mission
We’re not just any organization — we’re a community catalyst! Our mission is clear:
foster camaraderie among local businesses, creating a vibrant hub that transforms our town
into @ must-visit destination for all. We're here to ignite connections, inspire growth,
and spark innovation.

» Why Join Us?

www.warerivernews.turley.com

\

"WHERE THE FUN IS” (97

LOOKING FOR A FUN NIGHT OUT?
* COVER CHARGE SPECIAL »

Every Friday & Saturday Night 6-11pm
Unlimited Bowling, Shoe Rental & Pool
$18.00 per person
Snack Bar, Beer, Wine Arcade Games
199 North Brookfield Rd., East Brookfield
(5086) 867-6629 » www.bogeylanes.com

| WINTER FUN FOR EVERYONE! |

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call-or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

9

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM




25th annual dinner auction benefits

shelter pets

EAST BROOKFIELD — Second
Chance Animal Services is calling
on all animal lovers to place their
bids in the 25th Annual Dinner
Auction.

The event, dedicated to the wel-
fare of homeless shelter pets, will
be held at the La Salle Reception
Center in Southbridge on Saturday,
March 23. Advance online bidding
for select items begins this week.

Chief Development Officer,
Lindsay Doray, expressed grati-
tude for the overwhelming support
received from local businesses and
animal lovers, noting the array of
exciting auction items available,
including lavish gift baskets, Red
Sox State Street Pavilion tickets
and Yukon Solo Stove bundle.

Advance online bidding is open
to everyone for select items and
gift cards from Thursday, March
14 at 1 p.m. to Thursday, March
21 at 1 p.m. Those attending the
event will have the opportunity to
bid on a dizzying array of addi-
tional items, as well as surpassing
online offers to support shelter pets
in need.

With a limited number of tickets

remaining, Doray urges prospective
attendees to secure their reserva-
tions promptly. Doors open at 4
p-m., offering a delightful cocktail
hour amidst hundreds of auction
and raffle items.

A sumptuous dinner will be
served at 6 p.m., followed by an
exhilarating live auction featur-
ing premium items, concluding
with the silent auction. Tickets are
priced at $55 per person.

Second Chance is still accepting

Submitted Photo
The Second Chance Animal Services Dinner Auction raises funds to
care for pets like Clarissa and Charlie who were born with severe eye
defects and came to Second Chance in need of surgery.

sponsorships and item donations
to elevate the success of the dinner
auction. Doray acknowledges the
unwavering support of local busi-
nesses, underscoring the event’s
goal to provide medical care to
shelter pets in need.

For sponsorship inquiries, item
donations, or to purchase tick-
ets for the 25th Annual Dinner
Auction, please visit http://www.
secondchanceanimals.org/din-
ner-auction.

Beaver Lake Club Corporation offers scholarship

WARE - Beaver Lake Club
Corporation of Ware announces its
annual Louis H. Healy Scholarship
of up to $1000.

These scholarships will be pre-
sented to deserving high school
seniors or current college students
who are residents of the town of
Ware or who are members of the
Beaver Lake Club Community.

The scholarship is given in the

memory of Louis Healy a long
time and well- respected mem-
ber of the Beaver Lake communi-
ty and the town of Ware. Lou was
an active leader and participant in
both town and community matters
and his family and friends continue
to celebrate his thoughts, ideals,
and memory by awarding this year-
ly academic scholarship.

The application deadline is

April 19 and applications must
be postmarked by that date. The
selected recipient will be notified,
and the scholarships will be award-
ed in early June.

Applications and information
can be obtained by sending an
email to ctrietsch22 @ gmail.com or
by mailing a request to BLCC, P.O.
Box 253, Ware, MA 01082.

Ware Polar Plunge benefits Special

Olympics March 16

United Church hosts
turkey dinner March 25

WARE - United Church of Ware, 49

WARE — The Ware Polar Plunge,
a Special Olympics fundraising
event will be hosted at West Beach at
Beaver Lake on Saturday, March 16.

Festivities will begin on the beach
at 11 a.m. and the plunge will take
place at noon. School Resource
Officer Jeannine Bonnayer will be taking the plunge.

Donations can be made by scanning the QR code.

Church St., will host a turkey dinner on
Monday, March 25 from 5-6 p.m., take-out
only.

The cost is $15 per meal; payable with
cash or check.

Reservations are not required, just park
on the side of the street (same side as the
church) and stay in your car. A runner will

WARE - Massachusetts state
law, Chapter 140, §137, requires
that all dogs six months of age
shall be licensed each year.

Dog licenses are now available
for sale and must be purchased
by March 31. The last date to
purchase in person at the Town
Clerk’s office will be Friday,
March 29.

If you are licensing by U.S.
Mail, the Town Clerk’s office must
receive your request to license
prior to March 31. The drop box
will also be available, but requests
must be received by March 31.

Fees for licensing are $10
for spayed/neutered and $15 for
males/females.

On April 1 there will be a late
fee of $15 per dog in addition to
the license fee.

You may purchase your dog
license daily in the Town Clerk’s
office during normal business
hours between 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. The
office sometimes close for lunch
between noon-1 p.m.

Licenses may also be obtained
through the U.S. Mail. If your
dog was licensed last year, please
check the printed license you were
issued as follows:

Each dog is listed separately on
the paperwork by name

Has information on the rabies
expiration date (if the date is
current, you do not need a new
Rabies Certificate; but if it has
expired then you will need to
include the Rabies Certificate
for Town Clerk use (it will be
returned with the license when it
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2024 dog licenses available
and due by March 31

is issued).

Your mail in request must
include a check or money order
made payable to the Town of Ware
for the correct amount. Please
contact the Town Clerk’s office
at 413-967-9648 extension 177 if
you failed to license last year.

Please provide the Town
Clerk’s office with a self-ad-
dressed, postage paid envelope if
you are licensing through the mail
or using the drop box. Be sure to
put adequate postage on the enve-
lope if you are licensing more than
one dog.

It is also recommended that
you use a business sized envelope
as the license and tag(s) must fit
in the envelope when they are
returned to you.

Mail the request to: Town
Clerk, 126 Main St., Suite F,
Ware, MA 01082

Please note there is a blue
drop box outside the Town Hall
which may be used to drop off
your information, but you must
provide a self-addressed postage
paid envelope for this also.

If you are licensing a dog or
dogs for the first time the infor-
mation needed is the name of the
owner, street and mailing address
if different; a telephone number
and a Rabies Certificate issued to
you by the veterinarian; a Spayed/
Neutered Certificate unless
it is stipulated on the Rabies
Certificate; a check made payable
to the Town of Ware for the appro-
priate fee; and a self-addressed,
postage paid envelope.

Easter egg hunt
at Lucy Stone
Park is March 30

WARREN - The annual
Easter egg hunt will be held
at Lucy Stone Park, Old West
Brookfield Road, on Saturday,
March 30.

There will be three sepa-
rate egg hunts by age, starting
with the 5-7 year olds at 10:30
a.m., 8-10 year olds at 10:45
a.m. and ages 4 and under at
11 a.m. Rain date is Saturday,
April 6.

There will be prizes for
all ages groups, photos with
the Easter Bunny and refresh-
ments.

Please park at Quaboag
Regional Middle High School,
284 Old West Brookfield
Road, or on one side of the
street.

Parks and Rec.
sponsors free adult
hip hop class

WARREN - The Warren
Parks and Recreation is spon-
soring a free adult hip hop
dance class for Warren and
West Warren residents on
Friday, March 22 from 6-7:30
p-m. at Diva Dance School,
954 Main St.

Space is limited; register
at https://forms.office.com/r/
KYsRSL5RzK?origin=lprLink
or by following the link on the
Warren Parks Department’s
Facebook page.

Solar eclipse program offered at library March 25

WARE - In advance of the
upcoming solar eclipse, the Young
Men’s Library, 37 Main St., will
be hosting Richard Sanderson,
president of the Springfield
STARS club and retired curator of
physical science at the Springfield
Museums on Monday, March 25
at 6:30 p.m.

Sanderson will be present-
ing a talk on “The Solar Eclipse
Experience”. He will explain why
solar eclipses occur, how they

differ from lunar eclipses, and
describe the profound and unex-
pected emotional impact they
often have on witnesses.

He will also look back at sev-
eral past eclipses, including the
“Great American Eclipse” of
2017.

Sanderson will then discuss
the upcoming April 8, total solar
eclipse, which will be visible
from the northeastern United
States, with an emphasis on how

to view it safely. The presentation
will be illustrated with eclipse
photos that Sanderson has taken
over the past 50 years from sites
as far away as East Africa.

The library will have eclipse
glasses available for those who
attend the program. Glasses will
also be available at the library
starting Monday, March 18 while
supplies last.

Please call the library at 413-
967-5491 with any questions.

come to take your order.

Healthy Quaboag:

Improving Quality of Life for the Quaboag Hills Community

For those who live, work, and play in the
Quaboag Hills region, we know that it is an
area of scenic beauty, rural perseverance,
and caring for our neighbors with hopes and
concerns about the quality of life, including
health, in our communities. Recognizing
that the health and well-being of its residents
are paramount to community prosperity, the
Town of Ware launched the Healthy Quaboag
initiative in 2022 to elevate the quality of life
for everyone living within Quaboag Hills.

Healthy Quaboag embodies a collective
movement toward healthier and more vibrant
Quaboag Hills. The primary goal is to address
health disparities and uplift the well-being of
the region’s residents through collaborative
efforts and impactful health interventions. By
forging partnerships with various community
members and organizations, including the
Quaboag Valley Community Development
Corporation, Substance Use Alliance, and
Baystate Health, Healthy Quaboag fosters
cross-sector collaboration to tackle complex
public health challenges.

Using a multi-sector approach, Healthy
Quaboag concentrates on key priority areas
crucial for the health and vitality of the
Quaboag Hills region. One such area is the
reduction of poverty and the improvement of
access to resources essential for educational
and vocational success. Through programs
like the Education to Employment Project,
Healthy Quaboag aims to empower youth
and young adults, paving the way for a more
equitable and prosperous community, while
helping boost the local economy.

Additionally, Healthy Quaboag is ded-
icated to long-term strategic planning to
improve community health outcomes. We
are creating roadmaps that address pressing
health issues while also laying the foundation
for sustained improvement in the years to
come. The Community Health Improvement
Plan (CHIP), developed collaboratively with
community input, targets critical health
issues related to four priority focus areas: 1)
housing, 2) transportation, 3) mental health,
and 4) access to healthcare providers. Our
community members and partners are invited
to join a CHIP working group where you help
determine goals, objectives, strategies, and
measures to address these focus areas through
regular meetings and events.

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Healthy
Quaboag has played a pivotal role in support-

ing rural communities, implementing mea-
sures to curb the virus’s spread. Initiatives like
the Rural Vaccine Equality Initiative (RVEI)
ensure equitable access to vaccines and flu
shots through community clinics, emphasiz-
ing the importance of long-term planning. We
hosted several clinics throughout the year
where residents received free COVID-19 vac-
cines and Flu shots in a confidential manner.
We had a great response, with residents young
and old taking advantage of this amazing
resource. Our focus on long-range planning
ensures that we are not only addressing
immediate needs, but also building a more
resilient community prepared to withstand
future crises.

Acknowledging the significance of a
healthy and equitable food system, Healthy
Quaboag’s Food Policy Council (FPC) endeav-
ors to address food insecurity while promot-
ing overall well-being. Through education,
policy advocacy, and partnerships with local
farmers and organizations, the FPC strives to
enhance food accessibility and equity with-
in the community. Anyone can take part in
the FPC! You can find a growing list of local
farmers markets in Quaboag Valley, as well as
a variety of virtual cooking demonstrations in
partnership with SNAP-Education Program
out of Ascentria Care Alliance that highlights
tasty culinary creations with a healthful twist
on our website.

Led by a diverse team of passionate public
health professionals, Healthy Quaboag exem-
plifies the power of community in effecting
positive change.

“Healthy Quaboag has provided me with
an incredibly supportive and fulfilling envi-
ronment to work in the public health field.
Every day, I am excited to collaborate with our
team and other impactful organizations in our
area, all dedicated to making a difference in
our local community; said Caitlin Geaghan,
Food Policy Health Coordinator.

From its roots in Ware, Healthy Quabo-
ag has blossomed into a beacon of positive
change for the entire Quaboag Hills region.
Join us as we build a healthier, more resilient
Quaboag Hills for generations to come.

To find out more about Healthy Quaboag
and learn how you can get involved, please
visit www.healthyquaboag.org or contact
Nisha Humayun, our Project Coordinator for
Community Health, at nhumayun@townof-
ware.com.
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VISION
"THE QUABOAG VALLEY FOOD POLICY COUNCIL WILL MAKE NUTRITIOUS LOCAL
FOOD EASILY ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL COMMUNITY MEMBERS"

MISSION
THE QUABOAG VALLEY FOOD POLICY COUNCIL MISSION IS TO CONNECT LOCAL
RESOURCES, PROVIDE EDUCATION SURROUNDING NUTRITIOUS FOOD, PROMOTE
AND ADVOCATE FOR LOCAL FOOD AVAILABILITY, INCREASE COMMUNITY AND
PUBLIC AWARENESS, AND IMPROVE THE LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM FOR ALL"

Serving the towns of: Belchertown, Brimfield,
Brookfield, East Brookfield, Holland, Monson,
North Brookfield, Palmer, Wales, Ware,
Warren, and West Brookfield

Anyone is welcome to join the Council! You
don’t have to have prior experience or
knowledge of the local food system and food
policy to be involved.

For more information, email Caitlin at cgeaghanetownofware.com
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National Art Honor Society Vice
President Abigail Long of the senior
class had her artwork displayed.

Persephone Piermarini of ninth grade
had her shark artwork displayed at the
library.

Persephone Piermarini of ninth grade
had her shark artwork displayed at
the library.

National Junior Art Honor Society
Treasurer Addison Peloquin shared this
art piece for the art display.

The Recovery Center of HOPE

(RCH) is a community run for and by people in recovery.
We welcome those in or seeking recovery from

F o e & & o &

Teachers and students of Quaboag Regional Middle High School arrived during the opening night of their National Art
Honor Society art display at Merriam-Gilbert Public Library.

QUABOAG REGIONAL Ar¥ DISPLAY

DISPLAY from page 1

it. These talented students at Quaboag
Regional Middle High School in grades
seven-12 were excited to share their
work in the community.

Art comes in all forms and these
students have explored numerous artis-
tic opportunities throughout the school
year. The students’ work that was
showcased came in the form of water-
color landscapes, line drawings, acrylic
paintings, sculptures and photographs.

The display featured the work of
30 students in middle school and high
school. These works were selected to
be displayed and many students were
excited to share their work.

For years, Quaboag has hosted stu-
dents’ artwork at the school, but want-
ed to reach out to other venues in the
community that would be interested
in having an art exhibit. Art teacher,
Nicole Giguere of QRMHS appreciates
the opportunity of having her students’
artwork displayed at the Merriam-
Gilbert Public Library.

“This is our first collaboration
with the library, which is awesome,”
Giguere said. “We’re trying to branch
out to other parts of the community,
make those community connections.”

Joining Giguere during the open-

alcohol, drugs, or any other addiction,

whether that be personally and/or with a loved one.

Our community recognizes

Multiple Pathways because we understand

that one size does not fit all.

RCH is open Monday through Friday,
with occasional weekend events.

52 Main Street,Ware, MA 01082
(413) 277 6290 » RCHinfo@wmtcinfo.org

ing night of the art display is Heather
Gaucher who also teaches art at the
Quaboag Regional School District.
Both teachers were supporting their
students as did many families and
friends in attendance of opening night.

Several students had more than one
piece of art to share and were displayed
together with their name and grade
they’re currently in. Several guests
went around the room to ask questions
to the artists behind the talented art-
work.

All guests agreed a lot of hard
work was put into these art pieces as
the students showed passion and per-
severance. Rachel McGrath, a senior
at QRMHS and the NAHS Chapter
President shared the story behind what
made this fun art display possible.

One of the members of the NAHS
Chapter brought up the idea and
reached out to the Merriam-Gilbert
Public Library. Soon afterwards, the
library offered to display the artwork
beginning with the opening night.

“The idea was great,” said McGrath.

It is a great start to share art with the
community and display it in other ven-
ues besides the schools. The artwork
will be on display through April at the
Merriam-Gilbert Public Library, on the
second floor, 3 West Main St.

Bella Grover, Quaboag Regional High
School senior and National Art Honor
Society treasurer had her artwork “If
you give a boy a balloon” displayed.

Learn more at www.westbrookfield-
library.org or call the library at 508-
867-1410.

The National Art Honor Society
have provided national recognition and
opportunities for students who exhibit
outstanding scholarship in the visual
arts, and for their teachers.

RCH strives to create a safe, inclusive
environment conducive to healing and
growth. Our families and allies are
valued members of our community.

1% RECOVERY
{¢ oN
MAIN
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Recovery on Main, a cozy and
comfortable space with plenty of
roomfor everyone to enjoy.

‘ The Consortium

COLLECTIVE WISDOM, SHARED VISION

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
The flowers of this boot vase artwork really makes
the canvas three-dimensional.

This drawing was created by Quaboag Regional
High School senior Kenady Sloan.

Isabelle Aberle, a Quaboag Regional High School
junior, had these pieces of her artwork displayed
together.

Join us in community for:
-Daily All Recovery Meetings
-Flapjack Fridays
-Art Hour
-Game Nights
-Holiday events
-Wellness planning
-Recovery Coaching

Coming soon..
-Recovery Dharma
-Yoga
-Nutrition in Recovery
-Meeting exploration trips
...and more!

Building your recovery capital? Need a ride to move forward.

We’re here to help! RCH is also home to Guiding Rides, a free recovery transportation
support.This includes Monday through Friday transportation to nearby methadone clinics,
as well as rides to treatment, providers, and other recovery supports.

For current
hours and :r‘E

offerings:
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Quaboag defeated in final regular season game

: i

Colton Allen attempts a
three-pointer.

will
Goodwin
makes his
way down
the court.

SOUTH HADLEY - Last Saturday after-
noon, Quaboag 5-6 Suburban League boys |
basketball was defeated 47-15 at South Hadley |
in a matchup played at South Hadley High ¥
School. It was the final regular season game
for both teams and the Suburban League play-
offs were scheduled to begin this week.

-

Adam Benkert

shoots from the
free throw line.

-

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Zach Dermian shoots in traffic.

St. Patrick’s
Road Race
set for this
Saturday

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - The weekend
of St. Patrick’s Day is synony-
mous with the popular parade
in the streets of downtown
Holyoke. But equally tradition is
the 10K St. Patrick’s Day Road
Race.

The road race was disap-
pointingly cancelled due to
the COVID-19 pandemic in
2020 and again in 2021 when
COVID-19 rates rose due to
the vaccine not being as widely
available at the time.

But last year, the race
returned to the joy peo-
ple throughout the region and
beyond and Holyoke once again
became a hub of activity begin-
ning with “Race Day.”

And the sights and scenes of
St. Patrick’s Day weekend were
also back in the Paper City the
past two years as the downtown
area around Maple and High
Streets were lined with patrons.
Bars and restaurants were filled
with people going in and out,
the Mummers gave their perfor-
mance, and children and others
were able to participate in the

Please see RACE, page 10

Quabbin

alum Nassir
participates

in MASCAC
championships

WESTFIELD — Abdi Nassir,
a graduate of Quabbin Regional
High School, has been a reg-
ular participant this winter on
Westfield State University’s
Track and Field team after
spending the fall as part of the
Cross country team.

Most recently, Nassir took
part in the conference champi-
onship meet, placing fifth in the
one-mile run. He completed a
mile in less than five minutes at
4:45. He went on to participate
in the 3,000 meter run, a dis-
tance of just under two miles.
He placed third in that event
with a time of 9:37.

Hunter Griswold passes on the run.

Adrien Moskovitz passes on the run.

Trevor Allard makes a shot.

Pioneers lose state tourney opener to Panthers

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—The Palmer
Panthers won a preliminary round
home game in the Division 5 state
boys basketball tournament for the
second time in the past three years.

Led by senior Andrew Menard
and freshman Taydem Haley,
who combined for 48 points, the
23rd-seeded Panthers advanced
into the round of 32 with a 79-51
victory over the 42nd-seeded
Pathfinder Tech Pioneers on Feb.
27.

“It’s really good for these guys,
especially the two seniors, to have
a home win in the states,” said
Palmer head coach Missy Rocker
said. “As soon as we found out that
we would be facing Pathfinder, the
kids were very excited about play-
ing against their friends.”

Two years ago, Palmer defeated
the Hampden Charter School East,
61-40, in a preliminary home game
before losing at Hopkins Academy
in the round of 32.

This year’s postseason jour-
ney also came to an end for the
Panthers in the round of 32 fol-
lowing a 68-49 road loss to the
10th-seeded Douglas Tigers two
nights later.

Palmer finished their season
with an 11-10 overall record.

Menard, who scored 13 of his
22 points against the Pioneers
during the second half, and Shawn
Troche are the two seniors listed on
the Panthers varsity roster.

“Andrew and I have been play-
ing on the same basketball teams
since we were little kids,” said
Troche, who chipped in with seven
points. “It feels amazing to win a
state tournament game in our final
home game. We lost in the round of

Adam Slonka ranges for a layup
from the right side.

32 two years ago and we’re hoping
to get to the round of 16 this year.”

Haley, who’s a tri-captain cap-
tain with the two seniors, played
in his first state tournament game
against Pathfinder Tech. He net-
ted 18 of his career-high 26 points
after halftime.

“Winning a game in the state
tournament feels really good,”
Haley said. “There was a lot of
pressure on us, but we worked very

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Richie Gula shoots for the Pioneers.

hard as a team.”

Troche was very impressed with
Haley’s outstanding performance.

“Taydem is only a freshman,
but he scored 26 points, which
is amazing,” he said. “He always
plays every game with a lot of con-
fidence.”

Pathfinder Tech, who has made

Please see PIONEERS, page 10
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Ware's season ends
at Hoosac Valley

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHESHIRE—At the end of
January, the Ware boys’ bas-
ketball team lost a non-league
game at Hoosac Valley by twelve
points.

When the two squads faced
each other for the second time in
the Division 5 round of 16, the
final outcome was pretty much
decided by halftime.

The top-seeded Hurricanes,
who held a 30-13 halftime advan-
tage, coasted to a 53-30 home
victory against the 17th-seeded
Indians, last Tuesday night.

The second half was a little
bit closer, as the Hurricanes only
outscored the Indians, by six
points (23-17).

The Indians, who finished
their season with a 12-10 overall
record, advanced into the round
of 16 following a thrilling 56-55
victory at 16th-seeded Tahanto

Regional on February 29.

Senior Jack McKeever led the
way offensively for Ware in that
contest with 19 points.

McKeever was also the
Indians leading scorer against the
Hurricanes with eight points. He
made a couple of 3-pointers. His
younger brother, Owen, who’s a
junior, chipped in with six points.
Sophomore Brady Guimond, who
also made a 3-pointer, added five
points.

Rounding out the scoring col-
umn in the season finale were
senior Gavin Konozek (4 points),
sophomore Alex Orszulak (3
points), senior Josh Mulligan
(2 points), and sophomore Jack
Gaudreau (2 points).

The only other senior listed
on the Indians varsity basketball
roster is John Mumper.

Hoosac Valley (20-2) was
scheduled to host eighth-seed-
ed Hopedale (12-10) in the elite
eight.

Mark Laviolette, of Ludlow
makes his way up the right
side of the ice.

Papermen
represent region
in new league

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke
Papermen, an amateur adult
hockey team, was in action last
Saturday afternoon. The Papermen
are brand new adult team par-
ticipating in the Union Hockey
League, a new adult league in
the New York and New England
region. The new team got started in
January and is playing a 32-game
season with seven other teams that

joined the league. Home games

are played at Fitzpatrick Rink in
Holyoke.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Vinnie McAllister sends a pass away.

Nick McNally comes
into the ice and imme-
diately takes control of
the puck.

Gaetano Delonge receives a
pass.

Zach Paisley heads up the left
side of the ice.

Cambria
looks to
center the
puck.
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Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night
Commercial Elks
League

PALMER - March has arrived
for the Tuesday Night Commercial
Elks League.

The standings as of Feb. 27
had Acres and Blue B’s tied for
first place at 6-2. In third place,
Team BK has a record of 5-3. The
Champs R Here, Compression and
Last in Line are tied for fourth
place with a record of 4-4.

Life is Good is in last place at
2-6.

Compression won in the first
round and Life is Good won the
second round. One more team is
aiming to join them in the playoffs
at the end of the season.

The Champs R Here bowled
against Compression on this
Tuesday night of March. In
game one, The Champs prevailed
with a commanding lead over
Compression and won by a score of
423-378. Filling in for the Champs
is Bryan Surprise starting off the
evening with a 111.

John Colkos also bowled well
over his average scoring 113.

In game two, Champs R Here
won again by a score of 387-370.
Surprise had the high score of game
two out of both teams with a 102.
In game three, The Champs won
395-368 for a three-game sweep
over Compression.

Surprise finished strong with
a 118 and a series of 331. Total
pinfall was won by The Champs
R Here with a score of 1205 with
Compression having a total pinfall
score of 1116.

Thursday Night
Mixed League

The Thursday Night Mixed
League is several weeks away
from wrapping up their season.

With a couple weeks left, sever-
al teams are aiming to win the sec-
ond and final round. As of Feb. 29,
Team Six, the winners of round
one, are leading in round two at
25-15. Team One is in second
place at 23.5-16.5. In third place,
just one point behind Team One,
Team Four is at 22.5-17.5.

In one match, Team Six bowled
against Team Three. In game one,
Team Six took the first game by a
score of 412-400. Dan Mahoney of
Team Six started off the evening
with a 110.

In game two, Team Six won
again by a score of 421-375. Josh
Gorham of Team Six bowled well
scoring 105.

In game three, Team Six won
for a three-game sweep by a score
of 430-422. Team Six won total
pinfall by a score of 1263-1197.

Team One bowled against Team
Five and attempted to take first
place from Team Six. In game one,
Team Five took the first game by a
score of 427-401. Mike Wadas of
Team Five led the team starting off
with a 108.

In game two, Team Five won
again by a score of 408-386. In
game three, Team One managed
to win the last game by a score of
422-400. Team Five was the win-
ner of total pinfall by a score of
1235-1209. Team One only man-
aged to win one point where Team
Six won four points.

The Thursday Night Mixed
League will conclude on Thursday,
March 28.

Pitkat gets new ride as
he returns to Stafford

STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -
Woody Pitkat announced today
that he will return to competition
in the Open Modified events at
Stafford Motor Speedway during
the 2024 season. Pitkat will drive
the No. 8, a Chassis Pro machine,
owned by Mike and Makayla
Holmes.

Pitkat will run all of the Open
Modified events, including the
$20,000 to win NAPA Spring
Sizzler to open the season, April
27-28.

“Mike has been a friend over
the years and driving for him in
this new car is a great opportu-
nity,” Pitkat said. “The team will
remain very similar to our team
with Dunleavy Racing, with Cam
McDermott as the crew chief and
many of our crew members. We’re
looking forward to getting back
to Stafford, a place I am lucky
enough to call home. They have
done a great job with their short-
track racing program and we’re
excited to chase wins in these
major events.”

The team may also run addi-
tional events in New England if
time allows. Pitkat announced last
week he will return to Dunleavy
Racing to compete for the full
Monaco Modified Tri-Track

Series schedule driving their No.
88.

Mike Holmes & Son
Excavating includes services like
septic installation, septic repairs,
complete house lots, additions,
yard expansions, drainage work,
gravel driveways, trucking and
more. They also have a 24-hour
emergency service available.

“We’re beyond excited to final-
ly be a car owner, especially with
having a driver like Woody Pitkat
behind the wheel,” Mike Holmes
said. “Woody has become a great
friend over the years and I'm
blessed to have Cam and his wife,
Lauren, who have become family
to my wife Makayla and I, along
with our entire crew. I can’t thank
Todd Owen, the Chassis Pro team,
and all of our sponsors and crew
members enough. We’re look-
ing forward to Stafford and some
other races we will have scheduled
to chase checkered flags and have
a fun year.”

Pitkat is second on the all-time
Stafford Motor Speedway wins list
with 83 career victories, the most
recent in 2023. He’s also a two-
time Stafford Late Model cham-
pion and a former SK Modified
champion at the Connecticut half-
mile.

Railers suffer

TROIS-RIVIERES, QC -
The Worcester Railers HC (25-
25-4-2, 56pts) lost to the Trois-
Rivieres Lions (23-26-3-3, 52pts)
on Saturday afternoon by the final
score of 3-1 in front of a crowd
of 2,224 at the Colisée Videotron.
The Railers head back home to
play the Reading Royals for their
second school-day game of the
year on Wednesday, March 13th at
10:05am.

Trois-Rivieres notched the
game’s first two goals from
Jakov Novak (1-0-1) and Justin
Ducharme (1-0-1) to go up 2-0
entering the second. Nicolas Guay
(1-0-1) extended the Lions lead
to 3-0 with an early goal in the
second. Trevor Cosgrove (1-0-1)
scored the final goal of the game
in the second on the power play
as the Railers would go on to lose
3-1 to Trois-Riviéres to wrap up
the weekend.

Jakov Novak (21st) continued
his hot play against the Railers
with his 13th point against the

loss to Lions

team this year. Novak found the
puck loose in front on a chaot-
ic play in front of Ceci and
proceeded to pat it past him to
Put the Lions ahead 1-0. While
short-handed, Cory Thomas air-
mailed a puck from his own cor-
ner into the neutral zone. Justin
Ducharme (14th) skated past
the Railers defense and scooped
up the puck en route to scoring
blocker side on a breakaway past
Ceci to make it 2-0 Trois-Rivieres
going into the second.
Trois-Rivieres picked up in the
second where they left off in the
first with a goal just 3:57 into the
frame. Nicolas Guay (6th) entered
the Railers zone on a three-on-
one rush with Tyler Hylland and
John Parker-Jones. As the puck
bounced around the attacking
zone, Guay placed a perfect shot
bar-down past Ceci for his sec-
ond goal in two games to make
it 3-0 Lions. Worcester went to

Please see RAILERS, page 13

Registration now open for
Quabbin Valley baseball

The Quabbin Valley Over-28
Baseball League is looking to
infuse new talent into its league
for the 2024 season.

Registration for the 2024 sea-
son is now open and any inter-
ested players can go to www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org to get
registered, or to seek more infor-
mation or make inquiries about
the league. The league website
will also be updated over the next
month with information about the
upcoming season.

There are many open roster
spots available in the league for
the 2024 season, which is ten-
tatively scheduled to begin on
Sunday, April 21. The league
plays most Sunday from late
April through late August with
playoffs following that. The
league plays a 15-game sched-
ule and typically fields six teams
each year. Games are usually
played at 10 a.m. with fields in

Easthampton and South Hadley
normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league
is an all-abilities league and all
are welcome to join. Eligibility is
players who are age 28 and over.
You must be 30 to be eligible to
pitch in the league. Your age for
eligibility is whatever age you
will turn in 2024. The league is
also able to entertaining taking in
an entire group as a team to add
to the league. Please email the
league board for to inquire about
entering a team.

The league is currently in the
process of preparing for the 2024
season and held a meeting on
Feb. 18 to discussion plans for
the upcoming season. The next
meeting is scheduled for Sunday
March 24 at 11:40 a.m. at the
Hangar Pub & Grill in South
Hadley. All are welcome to attend
the meeting, ask questions and
express interest in joining.

Pioneers 2024 schedule released

LUDLOW - Earlier this week,
the Western Mass. Pioneers have
released their 2024 schedule. It
includes potential participation in
the U.S. Open Cup, which begins
on March 19. The Pioneers have
won an Open Cup match in the
past. Later, the Pioneers have
their “friendly” exhibition game
scheduled for May 10. They will

face 3rd Eye FC prior to the start
of their USL-2 League schedule.
Their opener for the regular sea-
son is against the Boston Bolts
on the road May 14. Their home
opener is scheduled for May 18
against Pathfinder FC of New
York. The schedule continues
through July 13 and includes a
total of 14 games.

Thunderbirds suffer
shutout against Bruins

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds (26-
26-3-2) threw everything they
could at the net of the Providence
Bruins (35-17-3-2) without
success in a 5-0 defeat
on Sunday at Amica
Mutual
Pavilion.

It was
evident from
the onset that the
goaltenders were
not going to allow
anything easi-
ly, as both Colten Ellis of
Springfield and Brandon Bussi of
Providence came out with laser-
like focus. Bussi was exception-
al from the get-go, as he turned
away a trio of point-blank chanc-
es in the opening 10 minutes off
of Will Bitten, Joey Duszak, and
Zach Dean.

Operating on the first power
play of the afternoon, the T-Birds
instead saw the scoreless dead-
lock broken when Jayson Megna
intercepted a pass and beat every-
one up ice to beat Ellis on a
backhand breakaway, giving the
P-Bruins a 1-0 lead at 11:23 of
the first period.

Megna’s tally, which began
Providence’s Teddy Bear Toss,
proved to be the only shot to beat

SPRINGFIELD

THUNDERBIADS

Bussi or Ellis for the next peri-
od and a half. The T-Birds pep-
pered the Providence net from all
angles and in all situations, but
Bussi continued to bam-
boozle his division foes.
With Springfield
still push-
ing hard to
equalize,
Oskar Steen
finally afford-
ed Bussi and his
defense some
insurance when
vated a wrist shot
past Ellis 3:58 into the final peri-
od. Joey Abate and John Beecher
would follow suit, setting each
other up for odd-man rush goals
at 13:45 and 15:37 respective-
ly. With the game well in hand,
the Bruins’ top power play unit
added one more for good mea-
sure as Georgii Merkulov potted
the Bruins’ 5th goal at 19:28.

The T-Birds get some well-de-
served rest before a crucial two-
game series in Charlotte next
Saturday and Sunday against
the Checkers inside Bojangles’
Coliseum. Puck drop on Saturday
is set for 4 p.m., with a 1 p.m.
matinee on tap for Sunday.

he ele-

RACE from page 9

Kids Walk and Fun Run prior to
the “main event” taking place at 1
p-m.

This year’s race, the 47th run-
ning of the tradition, will take
place this Saturday, March 16.
Once again, many will be looking
to add their name to the list of win-
ners of the 10K.

In 2023, it was the ideal day
for Jenna Gigliotti, an Amherst
woman who won the 10K Road
Race for the second consecutive
year. She crossed the finish line at
35:29.

This year’s male and overall
winner was Michael Norberg, who
also is from Amherst. He finished
with a time 30:50. He was more
than 30 seconds ahead of the sec-
ond-place finisher, Bradley Mish,
of Hadley.

There were more than 5,000

participants in this year’s event,
which is part of a big weekend
in Holyoke, going along with the
parade that took place on Sunday.
It also is viewed as a practice
course for runners participating
in more races later in the year,
including the Boston Marathon.
There are harriers who will run
6.2-mile course multiple times to
simulate 26.2-mile marathon dis-
tance, including participating in
the main race.

Of the more than 5,000 harriers
signed up, 3,813 registered finish-
es.

Benjamin Lasky, of Ludlow,
was a top local finisher, coming
in 14th at 33:41. Lasky has been a
top 10 finisher in the past.

The race continued traditions
of participants running for vari-
ous charities and other causes, in
honor of deceased loved ones, and
of course, the running of the race
in costume.

For the second straight year, Jenna Gigliotti, of Amherst, was the

top female finisher. She came in at 35:29.

Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

The Holyoke Grand Colleen and her court hold the finish tape.

The current cost, as of press
time, to enter the race, is $35. The
two-mile walk price was $25 as
of press time, but was expected to

mho

OLYOKE

COLLEGE 3

o

rise on March 13.

The weather, as of press time,
is expected to be warmer than in
previous years, near 60 and sunny.

Michael Norberg, of Amherst, finishes first overall in the road race

with a time of 30:50.

PIONEERS from page 9

three appearances in the state tour-
nament since the postseason for-
mat was changed in 2021, finished
their season with an 11-10 overall
record.

“Even though the final score
was worse than the first time that
we played Palmer, I thought it was
a much more competitive game
tonight,” said Pathfinder head
coach Zac Button. “We battled
them to the end.”

The seven seniors listed on the
Pioneers varsity roster are Hunter
Griswold, Adrien Moskovitz,
Branden Hnitecki, Luke Magnus,
Trevor Allard, Adam Slonka, and
Richie Gula.

“We’ll be losing seven very
good kids,” Button said. “I
coached the seniors on the junior
varsity team before coaching
them at the varsity level the past
two years. They work very hard
on the court and in the classroom.
They’re a very special group.”

Gula scored a team-high 17
points in his final high school bas-
ketball game.

Griswold, whos’ planning on
playing football at Mass Maritime
Academy next fall, scored 14 of

EVEN THOUGH THE
FINAL SCORE WAS
WORSE THAN THE
FIRST TIME THAT WE
PLAYED PALMER, |
THOUGHT IT WAS

A MUCH MORE
COMPETITIVE GAME

TONIGHT.

ZAC BUTTON
PATHFINDER HEAD COACH

his 16 points during the second
half.

“I do know most of the Palmer
players and losing to them in a
state tournament game is tough,”
said Griswold, who’s an outstand-
ing three-sport athlete. “It has
been awesome being a member
of this basketball team for the last
four years.”

At the end of December, the
Panthers made the trip down the
street to Pathfinder Tech and cel-

ebrated a 53-37 non-league victo-
ry. Haley scored a game-high 18
points in that contest.

Menard scored the first four
points in last Tuesday’s contest
and the Panthers never trailed.

A couple of minutes later, a
lay-up by sophomore Angel Torres
(7 points) gave the home team an
8-4 advantage.

Gula made the first of his two
trifectas with 5:15 remaining in
the opening quarter, which closed
the gap to 8-7.

Then Haley buried a 3-pointer
from the top of the key beginning
a 13-3 Palmer run. Haley scored
six more points during the final
five minutes of the first quarter.

“Taydem is an outstand-
ing point guard for a freshman,”
Rocker said. “He’s a big cata-
lyst for our team and jump-starts
things. His performance tonight
was unbelievable. He made fantas-
tic shots while driving, and that’s
what we need more of.”

Sophomore Dylan Doherty
(8 points) added a field goal and
made a pair of foul shots for
the home team during the run.
Sophomore Stephen Fredette (5
points) also made a free throw, as
the Panthers entered the second

quarter holding a 21-10 advantage.

Pathfinder Tech began the sec-
ond stanza with a pair of inside
hoops by Allard (6 points) and
Slonka (8 points) before Palmer
scored the next seven points.

Late in the first half, a Doherty
put-back hoop gave the Panthers a
37-21 lead.

Haley took over the spotlight
offensively during the third quarter
by scoring twelve points, which
helped Palmer keep their double
digit lead.

“Taydem is a heck of a basket-
ball player,” Button said. “He cut
right through our defense, espe-
cially in the third quarter.”

The Pioneers did cut the defi-
cit to ten points a couple of times
in the quarter quarter, but they
weren’t able to get any closer than
that the rest of the way.

Griswold made five field goals
and a foul shot during the final
eight minutes of the contest for the
visiting team.

The returning Pioneers players
will be looking for a little bit of
revenge when they play another
game at the Palmer High School
gymnasium during the 2024-25
regular season.



Wine tasting event benefits
Town Hall restoration

WARE - Friends of Ware Town
Hall is excited to announce they
will be hosting a wine tasting fund-
raiser at It’s Wine O’clock, locat-
ed at 164 D West St. on Saturday,
March 16 from 1-4 p.m.

“We are so excited about this
free event, our first wine tasting last
year was so much fun for everyone
we just had to do it again,” said
Pat Skutnik, Friends of Ware Town
Hall president in a press release.
“Melissa and Dave Stevens, owners
of It’s Wine O’clock are so knowl-
edgeable and were so helpful. With
a focus on choosing wines to cele-
brate the coming of spring and with
St. Patrick’s Day and the Easter
holiday in mind, Melissa’s exper-
tise in her field will assure a pleas-
ant and learning experience for all
attending.”

Admission to the tasting is free,
with light refreshments served
and a nice selection of wines for
tasting which will also be avail-
able for purchase. A percentage of
wine sales during the event will be
donated to Friends of Ware Town
Hall.

Raffle tickets will be sold during
the event with gift card prizes to
It’s Wine O’clock. Lotto Calendars
will also be available for sale,
with the drawing for the calendars
beginning April 1 and continuing
through the entire month of April.

“We invite everyone to join us
on March 16. It’s Wine O’clock is
such a nice venue with a knowl-
edgeable and helpful staff. Wine,
food, good people; we can’t think
of a better combination for fun!”
Skutnik said.

served.

Participants include home mod-
ifications specialist, realtors, Ware
Senior Center staff, home modifica-
tion loan program, senior placement,
in-home care services, movers, estate
appraisers, legal and financial planning,
senior living options, Quaboag Valley
Community Development Corporation
Senior Outreach Program, senior health
services, hospice and palliative care,
funeral services, supplemental benefits,
junk removal, housing authority, Social
Security Disability Insurance support,
community development authorities and

Senior Resource Fair returns on March 23

WARE - The 2nd annual Senior
Resource Fair will be held on Saturday,
March 23 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the
Ware Senior Center, 1 Robbins Road.

This free event will include a number
of vendors, organizations, service pro-
viders and more. A light lunch will be

many more.

ride).

Senior Center front door.

Free rides to the fair will be provided
by the Quaboag Connector. Pickup times
and locations to attend the event will be
as follows: 10 a.m., Highland Village
Office; 10:15 a.m., Hillside Apartments
Office; 10:20 a.m. Church Street Senior
Housing Office; 10:25 a.m. Valley View
Office; and 10:45 a.m. Winthrop Terrace,
outside mail room (Warren seniors
should call 413-544-3401 to confirm a

Return ride times are as follows:
12:15 p.m. to Winthrop Terrace in
Warren; and 12:45 p.m. to all Ware loca-
tions. Please wait for rides outside the

For more information about the
Senior Resource Fair, contact Danielle
Souza by calling 413-949-0422 or email-
ing danielle.souza@fairwaymc.com.
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dents.

Abigail Gaudreau earns Dean’s
List at Endicott College

BEVERLY - Endicott College, the first college
in the U.S. to require internships of its students, is
pleased to announce its fall 2023 Dean’s List stu-

Abigail Gaudreau of Ware, is among those named
to the Dean’s List at Endicott College for the fall
2023 semester, majoring in Nursing. She is the
daughter of Heather Gaudreau and Chad Gaudreau.

In order to qualify for the Dean’s List, a student
must obtain a minimum grade point average of 3.5,
receive no letter grade below “C,” have no withdrawal
grades, and be enrolled in a minimum of 12 credits
for the semester.
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Register Now & Save!

How to tind the right fit for summer camp

Many adults fondly recall their
days at summer camp. The increase
in households with two working
parents has made it more import-
ant than ever to find a camp to ac-
commodate youngsters who need
to remain engaged and entertained
throughout over summer vacation.
That reality has led to more summer
camp options, but it’s not always so
easy finding one that’s the right fit
for a child.

No two children are the same
and kids change quite a bit as they
grow up. So a camp that worked
for an older child or even one that
accommodated a younger camper
may not make the perfect fit this
summer. With that in mind, parents
can consider these tips to find the
right summer camp for their chil-
dren.

* Ask around. Even if no two
campers are the same, it can benefit
parents to ask around when shop-
ping for a summer camp. Summer
camp spots are limited and it’s not
uncommon for competition for
available spaces to develop, which

can make it more difficult to gather
information. However, ask neigh-
bors whose children have outgrown
summer camp if there’s one they
might recommend (or would not
recommend).

Greene Acres Equestrian Center v.c.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 16-18

Aug 5-9 » Aug 12-16 » Aug 19-22

9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

2024 Summer Riding Sessions
June 25-28 o July 22-25 ¢ July 29-Aug 2

e s

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding,
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291

53 Ware Road, Belchertown
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

’ Stoneleigh-Burnham School
'\ Week 1: July 1-5
Week 2: July 8 - 12

Summer
Camps

in Performing Arts,

Debate & Public Speaking

day & residential options available

sbschool.org/summer

DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER EARLY! MORE INFO AT BEMENT.ORG/SUMMER

Adventure
Awaits You!

Sumimer camp at The Bement School H

. i SESSION 1: JUNE 17-21

Bement camps are a unique day
experience for children entering

grades k-8. ! .

Arts and crafts,
swimming, nature
programs, hiking
and more. Lunch is
included. Before and after
care is available.

i ENROLL IN ALL WEEKS
i AND GET 7TH WEEK

. FREE!

i SESSION 2: JUNE 24-28

SESSION 3: JULY 8-12
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26

| SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2
| SESSION 7: AUG 59

EMEN
li:’,: llf'ln[_u‘I

Register early!

Enrichment Camps!

Led by faculty and staff from Bement as well
as local area experts, enrichment camps are
open to campers in a variety of grades. Check
the website for specific offerings each week.

Digital Storytelling « Studio Arts & Crafts *

Please contact eoneal@bement.org with questions.

I Visit Bement.org/summer for
' more information and to register.

Flag Football
Book Blasters & Word Wizards « Bement Does Broadway & more!

200 OLD LYMAN RD.,

e Pursue a package deal.
Though package deals might not
result in lower rates, approaching
a camp with the parents of your
child’s friend or friends may work
in your favor. Kids undoubtedly

‘1

_,.r.i#.

Be part of this year's camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!
Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Week 6: August 5 -9
Week 7: August 12 - 16

Week 3: July 15 - 19
Week 4: July 22 - 26
Week 5: July 29 - Aug. 2

Camp programs include:
Arts ¢ Athletics ® Coding  Science  Dance ¢ Lego’s  And More!

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm e Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at MacDuffie.org/summer-camp
The MacDuffie School * 66 School Street ¢ Granby, MA 01033 ¢ 413.255.0000 Ext.110

THOMPSONS

FOR 3 YEAR OLDS AND UP

p:413-532-0374 e:tgymnastic@aol.com
SOUTH HADLEY

will be more excited about camp if
their friends will be there as well.
Camp officials may see these qua-
si-package deals as beneficial and a
quick and easy way to fill spots.

* Ask kids how they want to
spend summer. Specialized camps
run the gamut from sports camps
focusing on a particular sport to
general outdoor recreation camps
to camps that cater to young musi-
cians. More general camps offer a
wide range of activities throughout
the summer, and that might appeal
to children less interested in spe-
cialized camps. Ask youngsters
for their input before making a fi-
nal decision. Involve kids

ule. Kids’ preferences are not the
only opinions to consider. In house-
holds with two working parents,
moms and dads must find a camp
that aligns with their work schedule.
Many camps offer half-day sessions
and/or full-day sessions, but some
offer just one or the other. If parents
need full-day sessions, they might
need to begin their search early to
ensure they can secure a spot before
they fill up.

¢ Identify what you can af-
ford. Camp costs vary significant-
ly, so parents should identify how
much they can afford before they
begin their search. Doing so may

eliminate various camps right off
the bat, saving parents precious
time as they try to find a camp for
their children before spots fill up.
Many towns offer local camps at
schools, and these may be an af-
fordable option. Parents also should
know that many camps allow them
to pick certain weeks or days of the
week a child will attend rather than
insisting kids attend camp for the
duration of the summer.

Summer camp season is right
around the corner. Parents and chil-
dren can work together to identify a
camp that will ensure this summer
is filled with fun.

in the search by showing

them websites of pro-
spective camps and ask-
ing them what they think

[ Belchertown Kidz, Club

of each one. If attending
an in-person consultation,
bring kids along so they
can form their own im-
pression.

e Make sure the
camp suits your sched-

Co-éd * Grades 1-8
liTy 1- Augus: 16

Spaceis
limited

so don't —
wait!

SUMMER GYMNASTICS

WWW.THOMPSONSGYM.COM

‘ Join Toddler
Waitlist

TODDLER * PRESCHOOL « SCHOOL AGE
Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 18 mo. - 12 yrs.

Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY
Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Ages 5 -

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
12 yrs. ® JUNE 17TH*-AUG. 23RD
10 Themed Weeks ® Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer!
Swimming ® Field Trips ® Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool
Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade ® Full & Part-Time ® Homework Support
School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off ® Indoor & Outdoor Activities
PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time ® Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options
Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum
TODDLER Year round program for Ages 2-3 yrs.
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30
Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439
belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com

Providing
Childcare for
30 years!

Follow Us ¥
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446
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Ware Police Log

During the weeks of Feb.
25-March 12, the Ware Police
Department responded to 35 mis-
cellaneous calls, 64 administra-
tive calls, 27 traffic violations, 36
emergency 911 calls, four frauds,
two trespasses, nine harassments,
three thefts/larcenies, one break-
ing and entering, 16 motor vehicle
accidents, eight animal calls and
47 motor vehicle stops in the town
of Ware.

Sunday, Feb. 25

1:56 a.m. Bylaw Violation, West
Main Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

2:09 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
North Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

2:19 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
North Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:35 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Vigeant Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

4 p.m. Damage/Vandalism/
Mischief, Cummings Road,
Advised

5:51 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
River Road, Services Rendered

11:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
West Street, Arrest Made

Monday, Feb. 26

9:55 a.m. Electrical Hazard,
West Street, Services Rendered

3:51 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Route 32, Unfounded

4:41 p.m. Fraud/Deception,
West Street, Investigated

5:15 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Report Made

Tuesday, Feb. 27

2:53 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
North Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

9:05 a.m. Assault, Greenwich
Road, Report Made

9:02 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Otis Avenue, Services
Rendered

Wednesday, Feb. 28

2:26 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Prospect Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:12 a.m. Bylaw Violation, Otis
Avenue, Citation/Warning Issued

3:20 a.m. Bylaw Violation, Park
Avene, Citation/Warning Issued

3:27 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Charles Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:33 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Clifford Avenue, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:42 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Clifford Avenue, Citation/Warning
Issued

10:44 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call,

Palmer Road, Investigated

4:17 p.m. Fraud/Deception,
North Street, Services Rendered

5:14 p.m. Breaking and
Entering/Burglary, Highland
Village, Advised

9:40 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Gilbertville Road, Services
Rendered

Thursday, Feb. 29

1:56 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Parker Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

2:06 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Eagle Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

2;18 a.m. Bylaw Violation, Otis
Avenue, Citation/Warning Issued

9:15 a.m. Traffic Incident/Crash,
Palmer Road, Report Made

11:01 a.m. Damage/Vandalism/
Mischief, Highland Village,
Services Rendered

4:17 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Fisherdick Road, Services
Rendered

4:32 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, North Street, Advised

6:47 p.m. Trespass/Unwanted,
Church Street, Services Rendered

Friday, March 1

3:01 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
East Street, Investigated

8:48 p.m. Theft/Larceny, North
Street, Investigated

9:01 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Main Street, Services
Rendered

Saturday, March 2

4:07 p.m. Fraud/Deception,
North Street, Investigated

8:54 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Pulaski Street, Advised

9:55 p.m. Administrative, North
Street, Advised

Arrest: Eric Morin Jr., 36,
Ludlow

OUI-Liquor or .08%

Sunday, March 3
5:23 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Pine Crest Circle, Services
Rendered

Monday, March 4

7:54 a.m. Traffic Incident/Crash,
South Street, Assist Given

12 p.m. Theft/Larceny, King
Street, Advised

12:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
West Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

12:49 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
West Street, Investigated

Tuesday, March 5
2:53 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
North Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:03 a.m. Bylaw Violation.
North Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:08 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
North Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:14 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
North Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:32 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Eddy Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:39 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Church Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

3:46 a.m. Bylaw Violation, Otis
Avenue, Citation/Warning Issued

3:53 a.m. Bylaw Violation, Park
Avenue, Citation/Warning Issued

4:30 a.m. Bylaw Violation, West
Main Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

6:44 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Eagle Street, Vehicle Towed

10:11 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Main Street, Services
Rendered

12:51 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, River Road, Services
Rendered

4:18 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Anderson Road, Report
Made

8:08 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, North Street, Advised

Wednesday, March 6

2:45 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Bellevue Avenue, Citation/Warning
Issued

2:51 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Aspen Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

2:58 a.m. Bylaw Violation,
Aspen Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

11:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
West Street, Criminal Complaint
Request

11:50 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Church Street, Dispatch Handled

4:17 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Main Street, Dispatch Handled

4:30 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, West Main Street, Dispatch
Handled

Thursday, March 7

6:20 p.m. Trespass/Unwanted,
North Street, Advised

9:06 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Warren Road, Services
Rendered

10:22 p.m. Theft/Larceny, West
Street, Services Rendered

Friday, March 8
10:28 a.m. Fraud/Deception,
North Street, Services Rendered
1:25 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Advised
1:45 p.m. Traffic Incident/

Editor’s Note: People
in this country are pre-
sumed to be innocent
until found guilty in a
court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the informa-
tion you read on this page
as public record informa-
tion. If you or any sus-
pect listed here is found
not guilty or has charges
dropped or reduced, we
will gladly print that
information as a fol-
low-up upon being pre-
sented with documented
proof of the court’s final
disposition.

Crash, Palmer Road, Could Not
Locate

3:03 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, South Street, Services
Rendered

9:58 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Vigeant Street, Advised

Saturday, March 9

9:39 a.m. Traffic Incident/Crash,
West Main Street, Report Made

3:19 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Pine Street, Dispatch Handled

5:22 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Walker Road, Advised

9:11 p.m. Theft/Larceny, West
Street, Advised

11:49 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Ross Avenue, Investigated

Sunday, March 10

12:37 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
West Main Street, Investigated

6:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

6:27 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Webb Court, Advised

9:21 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Homecrest Avenue, Dispatch
Handled

Monday, March 11

8:02 a.m. Traffic Incident/Crash,
Church Street, Report Made

4:15 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, North Street, Advised

4:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
East Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

10:45 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
Aspen Street, Advised

Tuesday, March 12
4:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Greenwich Road, Citation/Warning
Issued
9:04 a.m. Traffic Incident/Crash,
Babcock Tavern Road, Report
Made

Hardwick Police Log

CLUES DOWN
1. Prevent from

35. A secret clique
37. Partner to

CLUES ACROSS cheese seeing 29. Town in India
1. Helps little firms ~ 39. __ school: where 2. Czech city 32. Traditional
4. Political action to learn healing 3.__and Andy, TV rhythmic pattern
committee 41, City in ancient show 36. Fugitives are on
7. Allowed Syria 4. A young pig the __
12. Olivia Colman 42. Gasteyer and de 5. Removed 38. Type of dance
played one Armas are two surgically 40. Two letters, one
15. Open 44, Established 6. Covered with sound
16. He had a notable practice 7. Chest muscle 43. Having a strong,
lamp 47. Thanksgiving (slang) pleasant taste
18. Promotional side dish 8. Nigerian City 44, Golf score
material 48. District in Peru 9. Midway between  45. Mayhem
19. Domesticated 49. It’s becoming southand  east 46.Drenched
animal more prevalent 10. A way to shut 51. River in
20. Larry and Curly’s  50. State in India 11. Stop playing northeastern Asia
buddy 52. Measure of 12 Marshy places 54. Drug to treat
21.The best ever illumination 13. Takes apart anxiety (abbr.)
24. TV network 53. Raised platform  14.Ten cents 55. Part-time
27. Checked for 56. Japanese warrior 17. A gesture of employee

30. Dry or withered ~ 61. R.L. Stevenson assent 56. A very large body

31. Expression of novel 22. Scent of water
annoyance 63. Transitory 23. Teletypewriter 57. Aboriginal people

33. Dash 64. Advanced degree 24. General’s of Japan

34. Fifth note of a 65. Fiddler crabs assistant (abbr)  58. Millisecond
major scale 25. Hillside 59. Forearm bone

26. Taxi driver

28. Semitic Sun god  62. Royal Mail

60. Subway dweller

During the week of March
4-11, the Hardwick/New
Braintree Police Department
responded to 57 building/
property checks, 51 directed/
area patrols, nine traffic con-
trols, seven radar assignments,
nine emergency 911 calls, two
assist other agencies, two citi-
zen assists, one motor vehicle
investigation, one investigation,
three safety hazards, one motor
vehicle accident, three animal
calls and eight motor vehicle
stops in the town of Hardwick.

Monday, March 4

12:51 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Lower Road,
Report Taken

2:55 p.m. Gunshots,
Ruggles Hill Road,
Investigated

3:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Lower Road, Arrest(s)
Made

10 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Lower Road,
Services Rendered

Tuesday, March §

8:41 a.m. Suspicious
Activity, Old Petersham Road,
Investigated

11:29 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Unknown, Dispatch Handled

12:20 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Lower Road,
Dispatch Handled

Wednesday, March 6
9:32 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Petersham Road, Taken/
Referred to Other Agency
10:11 a.m. 911 Suspicious
Activity, Thresher Road,
Taken/Referred to Other
Agency
10:11 a.m. 911 Suspicious

Activity, Thresher Road,
Taken/Referred to Other
Agency

1:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Citation
Issued

4:25 p.m. Investigation,
New Braintree Road, Report
Taken

6:05 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Westminster Police,
Officer Handled

Thursday, March 7

4:48 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Sessions Road, Taken/Referred
to Other Agency

5:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Hardwick Road, Citation
Issued

6:51 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Church Lane,
Transported to Hospital

11:58 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Barre Police, Services
Rendered

Friday, March 8

8:12 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Unknown, Investigated

9:30 a.m. 911 Animal Call,
Barre Road, Taken/Referred to
Other Agency

6:56 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Barre Road,
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, March 9

2:49 p.m. 911 Suspicious
Activity, Barre Road,
Unfounded

11:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Hardwick Road, Citation
Issued

2:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Hardwick Road, Written
Warning

4:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Lower Road,
Investigated

Sunday, March 10
1:16 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Petersham Road, Officer
Handled

Suspect in Oxford shooting
arrested in Warren

WARREN - On Saturday,
March 9, detectives from the
Auburn Police Department noti-
fied Oxford Police Department
that they were investigating a
past shooting incident.

According to a press release,
Auburn Police determined that
the shooting occurred earlier in
the evening at Boulder Industrial
Park in North Oxford, in the area
of RJH Concrete Co.

The 21-year-old male vic-
tim was being treated for a sin-
gle gunshot wound to the neck
area. He was treated and being
released.

Oxford Police assumed the
investigation and it was deter-
mined that a male, later identi-
fied as 29-year-old Christopher
Tetreault of Southbridge, was
working with a group in the area
of RJH Co. The victim and wit-
nesses alleged that Tetreault had
a confrontation with the victim

and his friends.

The argument became physi-
cal and Tetreault shot the victim.
The victim was able to drive off
and seek medical treatment.

Oxford Police stated that all
involved knew each other and
that this was an isolated incident
with no ongoing threat to the
public.

Tetreault’s vehicle was found
in Warren early the next morn-
ing, parked near the home of a
relative. Tetreault and the relative
were apprehended by Warren,
West Brookfield and State Police.

Tetreault’s relative was arrest-
ed on separate charges by Warren
Police.

Tetreault was transported to
Oxford Police where he was
booked on charges of Assault to
Murder and Assault and Battery
with a Firearm. He was held on
$50,000 cash bail and arraigned
at Dudley District Court.

Warren Police Log

During the week of March 3-9,
the Warren Police Department
responded to 134 building/prop-
erty checks, 32 community polic-
ings, 13 emergency 911 calls, one
fraud/forgery, one complaint, one
scam, three animal calls and 34
motor vehicle stops in the town of
Warren.

Sunday, March 3

1:44 a.m. Complaint,
Constitution Avenue, Gone on
Arrival

1:20 p.m. Sick/Unknown,
Presidential Circle, Transported to
Hospital

2:25 p.m. 911 Hangup/
Misdial/Abandoned, Bemis Road,
Information Taken

5:44 p.m. Unattended Death,
Heritage Drive, Report Filed

7:37 p.m. Fumes/Odor/Gas
Leak, Maple Street, Investigated

Monday, March 4

6:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Southbridge Road, Criminal
Complaint

8:34 a.m. Falls, Southbridge
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

3:32 p.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Yankee
Drummer Drive, No Fire Service
Necessary

11:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Citation Issued

Tuesday, March 5§
6:08 a.m. Sick/Unknown, Pine
Street, Transported to Hospital
3:18 p.m. Scam, Main Street,
Information Taken
4:34 p.m. Welfare Check, Coy
Hill Road, Mutual Aid Transport

Wednesday, March 6
6:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Maple Street, Citation Issued

3:18 p.m. Welfare Check, Coy
Hill Road, Investigated

3:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
South Street, Citation Issued

7:41 p.m. Falls, Milton O.
Fountain Way, Transported to
Hospital

8:04 p.m. Suspicious Person,
Boston Post Road, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest: Bradley W. Klimczyk,
25, Chicopee

OUI-Liquor or .08%; Negligent
Operation of Motor Vehicle;
Alcohol in Motor Vehicle, Possess
Open Container of

Thursday, March 7

1:07 a.m. Sick/Unknown, Old
West Brookfield Road, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

12:07 p.m. Sick/Unknown,
Chapel Street, Transported to
Hospital

1:04 p.m. Fraud or Forgery,
Winthrop Terrace, Information
Taken

1:05 p.m. Falls, Coy Hill Road,
Transported to Hospital

2:01 p.m. Assault and Battery,
Milton O. Fountain Way, Report
Filed

2:04 p.m. Explosive Incidents,
Bemis Road, Investigated

Friday, March 8

2:55 a.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problems, Main Street,
Transported to Hospital

4:56 p.m. Head Strike, Canada
Lane, Transported to Hospital

6:29 p.m. Bleeding, Reed
Street, Transported to Hospital

7:09 p.m. Hip Injury, Cronin
Road, Mutual Aid Ambulance

Saturday, March 9
3:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Milton O. Fountain Way, Criminal
Complaint

Social Science Club of Ware
accepting scholarship applications

WARE - Each year the Social
Science Club of Ware/Young
Men’s Library Association offers
scholarships to one or more grad-
uating seniors who are residents
of the Town of Ware, attend any
area high school and meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

The student must be in good
standing throughout their high
school career.

The student must be involved
in school and community activ-
ities.

The student must be furthering
their education at an institution
of higher education in the fall of
their graduating year.

The application procedure is
as follows: Student must submit
a properly typed, formatted, one-
page letter, indicating how they
have fulfilled the scholarship cri-
teria. If applicable, please men-
tion in the letter any employment
held by the student and any spe-

cial financial circumstances (i.e.
sibling(s) in college, family ill-
ness or hardships, etc.).

Please also submit a high
school transcript showing over-
all grade-point average, a Student
Activity sheet, letter of accep-
tance from the college or univer-
sity where the student has been
accepted and one letter of rec-
ommendation from a teacher or
advisor.

Applications are due May 1,
either by dropping them off at the
Young Men’s Library, or by mail
to “The Scholarship Committee-
Social Science Club of Ware,” 37
Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

The scholarship awards will
be made at graduation, and the
monetary award will be given
after successful completion of the
first semester. A transcript of the
recipients’ grades must be sub-
mitted to the Library in order for
them to receive the award.

CABLE from page 6

Cap increase

Baker provided copies of a
draft memorandum for review to
make sure it explains the purpose
behind requesting a cap increase.
A cap increase would raise the
Cable Advisory’s budget an extra
$20,000.

The committee agreed to sub-

mit a proposal to get a cap increase
at their previous meeting back in
January. This memorandum, if
approved will then go to the Town
Administrator, Finance Committee
and Board of Selectmen for a
request to place an article on the
next town meeting warrant.

The committee agreed to go for-
ward with the memorandum and
Baker will submit a final copy.
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Simone E. Brouillette, 84

PALMER - Simone E.
Brouillette, of Palmer, passed away
suddenly on Tuesday,
March 5, 2024, at
Baystate Wing Hospital,
with her daughters by
her side, at the age of 84.

Simone was born
on Feb. 12, 1940, in
Ware, daughter of the
late Ernest and Sylvia
Lemoine (Talbot).

Simone was pre-
deceased by her son, David E.
Bousquet (1961), daughter, Diane
E. LaBarge (2023), and her aunt,
Alva C. Lemoine (2016).

Simone worked at the
University of Massachusetts
Ambherst as well as the Sturbridge
Antique Shops where she retired.

Simone was a very special
mother and grandmother who was
always there when we needed her.
She cherished spending time with
her children and grandchildren.

If there was a game to be

William Francis Richardson Jr., 80

BOYLSTON - William Francis
Richardson Jr. passed away on
Friday, March 8, 2024, at
the age of 80.

Bill was born in
Ware, to William “Fran”
Richardson and Evelyn
(Kardas) Richardson on
April 15, 1943, an only
child. He was the grand-
son of Oscar and Madora
Richardson of Ware, and
Stanley and Mary Kardas
of Gilbertville.

On Sept. 19, 1970, Bill and
Deb, (Deborah Haley) were mar-
ried at Wesley Methodist Church
in Worcester. He was the son-in-
law to George and Jean Haley and
the brother-in-law to Stephen and
Kathleen Haley.

Bill was a graduate of Ware
High School in 1961 and The
School of the Worcester Art
Museum in 1964. He was a senior
account executive and art director
to a number of advertising agencies
in and around the Worcester area.

At the age of 50 he was
self-employed, doing business as
Richardson Advertising and retired
at the age of 62.

In addition to as many interest
in activities in the art field, he was
a prolific photographer and enjoyed
downhill skiing.

played, Yahtzee was at the top of
the list, she also had other favorites
(Racko, Rummy, Sorry,
and UNO). She looked
forward to days out or
road trips with her family.

She had so many
friends she enjoyed spend-
ing time with as well. She
looked forward to visiting
retired friends, some in
nursing homes along with
her lunch outings.

She also enjoyed reading,
watching game shows and her time
spent with Buddy Barker.

She has made such an impact
on all our lives. She has a special
place in all our hearts and will be
truly missed.

Simone is survived by her
children: Robert Bousquet and
Kim Bousquet, Lu-Ann Routhier
and fiance Jeffrey Heller, Jodi
Brouillette, Dean Brouillette, and
son-in-law: William LaBarge.
Grandchildren: Jamie Lynn Horton,

Bill was an enthusiastic British
Sports Car devotee, having owned
five Triumph sports cars
- purchasing his ini-
tial sports car with his
first paycheck out of
art school and being an
owner until his passing.
He also truly enjoyed
driving his 1995 XJS
Jaguar.

He was a member
of the following clubs:
Worcester Area Sports Car Club,
New England Triumph, Cape Cod
British Car Club, and the Jaguar
Association of New England.

Being a vintage sports car and
Formula 1 racing fan as specta-
tors, Bill and Deb enjoyed mul-
tiple yearly weekends at Lime
Rock Park in Connecticut, and
yearly sojourns out to Watkins
Glen International Race Track in
‘Watkins Glen, New York.

Bill and Deb moved to Boylston
in 1978 residing on Green Street
until his passing. He was a member
of the Boylston Fire Department
(photographer) for over 40
years and served as the Town of
Boylston’s Election Warden for
over 30 years.

He was the recipient of the
George L. Wright Award by the
Boylston Historical Society in June

Trista Tebo, Chelsea McNeill
and her husband Scott, Dylan
Routhier and his wife Kaitlyn,
Tyler Bousquet and his wife Olivia,
Sarah Bousquet and Kenneth
Brouillette. Great-grandchildren:
Anthony Horton, Miya Horton,
Emily Horton, Hunter LaBier,
Jackie LaBier and Morgan
McNeill. Simone leaves her broth-
er, Jerry Lemoine and his wife
Nancy. She also leaves her nieces,
nephew and many cousins.

Funeral services will be held,
Friday, March 15, 2024, at Cebula
Funeral Home, 66 South St., Ware.
Calling hours will be 11 a.m.-1
p-m. with a service at the funeral
home, at 1 p.m.

“A mother is not like any other
person in the world; her uncondi-
tional love and sacrifice are price-
less.”

For more information and an
online guest book, please visit:
www.cebulafuneralhome.com.

1987.

Bill and Deb could be found
most evenings at the Clinton Dam
or at Prospect Street overlook at
the Fruitland’s Museum in Harvard
enjoying the sunset. In 2001, Bill
became one of Santa’s helpers and
enjoyed the youngsters who had
their Christmas photos taken with
him and gave him their wish list.

Bill is survived by his wife,
Deb; his close cousins Pam
Andrews and family, Barbara
Phaneuf, and Mary Healey and
family, his caring nieces Heather-
Lyn Haley Harris (Glen), Hilarie
Haley, Heidi Haley Young (Kevin),
and his nephew and Godchild
Steven Haley (Maureen); along
with his grand nieces and nephews
Fiona, Ali, Jake, Bridget, Eddie,
Maddie, Brooke and their families.

Calling hours will be held on
Thursday, March 14, 2024, from
4-6 p.m. with a Celebration of Life
Service at 6 p.m. in the Philbin-
Comeau Funeral Home, 176 Water
St., Clinton. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial donations may be
made to the Boylston Firefighters
Association, 599 Main St.,
Boylston, MA 01505.

Online condolences may be
placed at www.philbincomeaufh.
com.

HARDWICK from page 1

Lieutenant Kevin Landine said
this cruiser will replace a 2016
vehicle with 130,000 miles on it.

“We know the town is strug-
gling,” Landine said. “We would
not be asking for it if we didn’t
need it.”

Korzec said the replacement
vehicle has been a recognized need
on the capital planning list.

The cost of the vehicle could be
paid from the Capital Stabilization
fund or free cash, in order to meet
the requirements of the grant.

Parker said there would be
about $90,000 remaining in the
town’s $161,000 in free cash after
the snow and ice removal deficit
was filled.

The Select Board approved
a motion to fund the cost of the
vehicle using free cash. Voters will
decide on the vehicle purchase at
town meeting.

Ballot question

Select Board Chair Eric
Vollheim said a citizen suggest-
ed that a nonbinding question be
added to the annual town election
warrant.

The question would be: “Shall
the town consider reopening and
expanding the former landfill,
located at Patrill Hollow Road.”
Voters could answer yes or no.

Vollheim said Parker and Town
Clerk Ryan J. Witkos drafted the
language.

“It’s just a chance to take the
pulse of the town,” Vollheim said
of the nonbinding question.

Select Board Vice-Chair Kelly

Kemp recused herself, at the sug-
gestion of town counsel.

Resident Lisa Cohen said she
didn’t think having the question on
the ballot would be a good idea at
this time, and that it could be con-
fusing to voters.

“The answer we will get, is
the answer based on people’s gut
feelings, and without any chance
to do any sort of education,” she
said. “To have this question even
before we have a public hearing,
really doesn’t get the pulse of any-
thing other than people’s ignorance
about the project.”

Resident Judi Korzec agreed
with Cohen, saying the question
was “premature.”

Korzec said almost half of res-
idents today weren’t around when
the dump was open, and they are
unaware of the issues associated
with it, including odor and vermin.

“I don’t see any benefit to put-
ting this in front of the town when
there’s nothing to vote on,” Korzec
said. “Why would we put this in
front of people who have had no
opportunity to hear about this
whole thing except for misinfor-
mation from Casella.”

Vollheim and Clerk H. Robert
Ruggles did not take action on the
suggestion to add the nonbinding
question to the ballot.

Town Administrator’s report

Parker said the USDA would
like to have a ribbon cutting cer-
emony at the new pump station
when it is completed.

She said the Green
Communities grant will be com-
pleted before May 31. The proj-

ect includes new window sashes,
weatherization and blown-in insu-
lation in the attic of the Municipal
Building and heat pumps at the
Fire Station.

District Local Technical
Assistance grants acquired through
Central Massachusetts Regional
Planning Commission will be used
to design and create physical and
interactive maps for the ecotourism
part of the Master Plan.

Parker said she met with an
Eagle Scout candidate that will
build a kiosk in town.

A Complete Streets policy draft
will be presented to the Select
Board for review at an upcom-
ing meeting. Parker said they are
thinking of a project that will pro-
mote walkability and access from
the end of the new trail to the ele-
mentary school.

Parker said the CDBG appli-
cation has to be submitted by
March 25. The biggest project that
could be covered by the grant is
Highland Terrace and there may be
money to design the Gilbertville
park.

She said the town’s electric
vehicle charging stations are up
and running. They will be charging
users $.35 per kilowatt in the
future, but for the time being their
use is free.

Appointments
Matthew Borelli was appoint-
ed as Assistant Superintendent
of the Highway Department and
AmyGrace Lewis was appointed
to the Council on Aging with her
term ending June 2024.

RAILERS from page 10

the power play for the second time
off a trip from Nicolas Lariviere.
Trevor Cosgrove (7th) hammered a
one-timer off a pass from Keeghan
Howdeshell and made it 3-1
Railers on the man-advantage. The
Lions continued to pressure in the
second, but Cole Ceci was strong
the rest of the period as Worcester

was outshot 13-7 in the second.

Worcester woke up in the third,
outshooting the Lions 18-2 in the
frame. Worcester tested Strauss
Mann heavily in the period, but the
Greenwich, CT native was strong
in net as he turned all 18 shots
aside. He secured the third star of
the game for the Lions, along with
the win for Trois-Rivieres.

Pauline D.
Walker, 86

WEST BROOKFIELD - Pauline
“Pinky” D. (Piche) Walker of West
Brookfield, passed away on Saturday,

> > Feb. 24, 2024,
at Quaboag
Rehabilitation
and Skilled Care
Center, at the age

of 86.
She

her

Gloria.

She was born in Ware, daughter
of the late Wilfred “Sky” and Lillian

(Cloutier) Piche.

Pinky worked in the Activities
Department at Quaboag Nursing home
She also volunteered
many hours there helping with parties,
picnics, decorating for holidays and

for 30 years.

manicures.

She also worked with the
Hairdresser at Quaboag for many
years. Pinky enjoyed participating in
the Chimes group at the nursing home.

Music was one of her passions.

She was a member of the Sacred
Heart Church in Brookfield and West

Death notices

Brouillette, Simone E.
Died March 5, 2024
Services March 15, 2024

Ware River News

OBITUARY

Died March 8, 2024
Services March 14, 2024

Richardson Jr., William Francis

Walker, Pauline “Pinky”
D. (Piche)

Died Feb. 24, 2024

Services April 5, 2024

leaves
behind her son,
Robert Walker of
West Brookfield;
daughter,
Maxine Fairbanks and her husband
Scott of West Brookfield; Heika sur-
viving spouse of Clint from Germany;
her grandchildren, Nicole, Natalie,
Jessica, William, Brooke and Conor;
as well as her great-grandchildren,
Eileen, Delane, Aiden, Kinsey, Nora
and Eli. She was predeceased by her
beloved husband, William F. Walker;
by her son, Clint Walker, her brother
Armand and two sisters Lucille and

erings.

grandmother and friend.

Pinky’s family would like to grate-
fully acknowledge and thank everyone
at Quaboag for the compassionate care
and company they provided her.

A funeral mass for Pauline will be
held on Friday, April 5, 2024, at 11
a.m. in the Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart Parish in West Brookfield.
Relatives and friends are asked to

please meet directly at church.

Brookfield. She became a Eucharistic

HAMILTON from page 4

any other issue; and it’s not just
Republicans who worry. Liberal
cities like New York, Chicago and
Denver have been overwhelmed by
migrants bused from Texas.

But some fears are overblown.

Research finds that immigrants
don’t take jobs from native-born
Americans or drive down wages,
at least in times of robust employ-
ment. Neither do they rely exces-
sively on public assistance or com-
mit more crimes.

The vast majority play by the
rules and contribute to society. The
Pew Research Center estimates that
just 22% of foreign-born workers
are undocumented.

America is a nation of immi-
grants, but immigration has often
been controversial.

An anti-immigrant backlash
100 years ago produced legisla-
tion to bar most migrants not from
Northern and Western Europe. It
wasn’t until the 1960s that a point-
based system replaced national-ori-
gin quotas.

Today, immigrants account for
13.6% of the U.S. population, a
modern-day high and about the

same percentage as a century ago.
The share of foreign-born workers
in the labor force is higher, largely
because immigrants are likely to be
of working age.

That’s important because the
native-born population of working
age isn’t growing.

The Baby Boom generation has
reached retirement, straining pro-
grams like Medicare and Social
Security. As Brookings Institution
analyst William H. Frey writes,
“immigration levels are crucial
in leading to national growth as
opposed to decline, and countering
what would otherwise be extreme
aging.”

A well-designed immigration
system could maximize the bene-
fits of immigration while reducing
border issues and other concerns.
Unfortunately, getting agreement
on immigration is extremely diffi-
cult.

We saw this recently when the
Senate reached a bipartisan deal to
pair border restrictions and funding
with aid to Ukraine and Israel only
to see the House reject the plan.

Almost 20 years ago, for-
mer Sen. Spencer Abraham and
I chaired a task force to study

minister and provided this service
during the Mass, to the residents at
Quaboag and homebound parishioners.
Pinky volunteered at the Brookfield
Ecumenical Food Pantry for many
years. She enjoyed helping people.
Pinky also enjoyed traveling,
music, camping, and the outdoors. She
loved spending time with her family
and friends and hosting family gath-

She was a loving, caring and devot-
ed wife, mother, grandmother, great

Burial will be held in the
Brookfield Cemetery following mass.

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43
East Main St., in West Brookfield
is assisting her family with arrange-
ments. An online guest book is avail-
able at varnumfuneralhome.com.

POLICY

Turley Publications

offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

America’s immigration policies.
We recommended a simplified and
streamlined system with consistent
federal oversight, updated technol-
ogy, improved border security, pro-
tection of human rights and a path
to legal status for unauthorized
immigrants.

These ideas shouldn’t be contro-
versial, and they are as worthwhile
today as when they were written.

It may be too much to expect
Congress to pass immigration
reform in an election year, when
politicians are eager to exploit the
issue. But we can’t keep kicking
solutions down the road.

Immigration is too important: to
the economy and to our identity as
a nation.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior
Advisor for the Indiana University
Center on Representative
Government; a Distinguished
Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar
School of Global and International
Studies; and a Professor of
Practice at the IU O’Neill School
of Public and Environmental
Affairs. He was a member of the
U.S. House of Representatives for
34 years.

OVERRIDE from page 6

from one-time revenue,” said San
Angelo.

Free cash is used for one-time
expenses a town may encounter,
but San Angelo believes it should
be only used for one-time expens-
es and not for continuing opera-
tion costs.

In fiscal year 2024, West
Brookfield utilized $380,164 to
balance the town budget. Although
free cash was used in the past, the
town also wants to avoid any pos-
sible financial deficit.

The town has developed a five-
year plan for how the funds will
be used to maintain government
services. An override helps cover a
five-year timeframe based on best
estimates of future costs.

San Angelo believes an over-
ride is needed for the town and
voters would no longer have to
use free cash to balance the budget
annually. Certain services to the
town would not have to be reduced
in case of any financial deficit.

“We want to keep services
where they are,” San Angelo said.

Services that could be in jeop-
ardy of being cut relate to employ-
ees of the town. San Angelo
believes these cuts could happen if
the override is voted down.

With an override, over the next
couple years the town will gradu-
ally use the excess levy capacity
to fund the normal operation of
local government. If the override
is voted down then the town may
have to make cuts for town depart-
ments over the next couple years.

San Angelo mentioned several
departments that could be impact-
ed if cuts are necessary in the next
couple years if there is no over-
ride. Departments such has police,
fire, highway, library, senior cen-
ter and town hall would have to
reduce staff, hours and services to
the community.

With an override, it is designed
to maintain the current services
the town provides to its residents.

After his presentation, San
Angelo began taking questions
from residents who attended the
discussion taking place at West
Brookfield Elementary School.
Many residents shared their
thoughts and concerns and had
mixed feelings about wanting to
favor an override.
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T.S. Mann Memorials
199 Petersham Road, Rt. 32 ¢ Athol, MA ¢ 978-249-2206

www.MannMemorials.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 e Sat. 8-2

Headstones & Grass Markers

Custom Designs & Styles

Monument Cleaning
& Maintenance

Commercial Granite Signs
Cemetery Lettering
Bronze Memorial Plaques

| cibOl”dé%

Two convenient locations to serve your memorial needs
| anywhere in the Quabbin region

Dorsey Memorials
707 Main Street, Amherst, MA e 413-253-5212
www.DorseyMemorials.com
Mon.-Fri. 10-4 e Sat. 9-Noon

Wemom’aés

Laser Etching
Benches & Urns
Veteran's War Memorials
Boulders &
Irregular Shapes
Mausoleums
& Columbarium
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE

Round, Wrapped Hay Bales,

Worthington, MA. Call (413)478-
0178.
MISCELLANEOUS

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3
sets of tires with rims 157 Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

WANTED

MILITARY ITEMS

USA. German. Japanese
Collections & Small ltems

(413) 207-3054

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns,
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire department,
masonic, license plates, beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look
no further! PJd’s Electrical offers
fast and reliable electrical services for
your home or business. Call now for a
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed

Call us at 413.283.8393

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning,
and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com

CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design,  build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete, ma-
sonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average
12x16 room. Very neat, references,
prompt service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’'S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO FOR SALE

2019 CHEVY SPARK LS, $8.900.
Excellent condition, well main-
tained, original owner, 75,000 miles.
Clean Carfax, never any problems,
non-smoker. Florida car. 413-769-
3127.

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

WEST HIGHLAND TERRIER
MIX PUPPY, 3 months, current on
shots, well socialized.

3 yr old Beagle female, $200. 413-
596-8190, 413-782-2305

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum
40 hours, rate based on experience.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and
trucks. Experience required, full time.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

HIGHWAY
SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Brookfield is seeking an
experienced full-time Highway Su-
perintendent. Full job description at
brookfieldma.us. Please submit
resume and cover letter to selectmen @
brookfieldma.us. Application review
will begin after March 28th. Resumes
accepted until position is filled. Brook-
field is an equal opportunity employer.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full
time. Squire will provide CDL school
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

The Town of Huntington is seeking
a part-time HIGHWAY ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 16
hours per week. Applicants must be
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and
Outlook. Hours are flexible, but must
be worked during the regular highway
department hours of Monday through
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to assist
the Highway Superintendent. Applica-
tion and complete job description are
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us. Position is open
until filled. Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Post your
l job openings
- in our
Y classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

FOR RENT

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gil-
bertville. Two lifts, compressor, office,
bathroom/washroom. Large 10 ft over-
head electric garage door. Oil heat, 3
phase electric. Room for 5 vehicles
plus inside and outside parking. Locat-
ed right on Rt 32. Perfect for a busi-
ness or? $2,000/month. Call Don @
(413) 758-3039.

_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

2024
TAX TIME

X
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CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 _cairFor An. |IIRS

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Appointment

PROVIDER

T
NN

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

= = ==
= = =
S == £/

PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-34.8-2279

a7 754

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

H

BBB

PROVIDER

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

W and insured. Please call Brendan & HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & > U : - .
(413) 687-5552. Replacement of fixtures, water heater . 0
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ARA JUNK ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
FURNITURE years experience. Fully insured. $10
REMOVAL LANDSCAPING Gift Card With Work Performed. Call AUTO PARTS
Full house cleanouts, attics, base- Greg (413)592-1505
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 4 YEAB OLP MYEkf PLOW, 3
sheds, decks. Same day service. Lawn mowing. Spring thru Fall clean- Find archives of this sets of tires with rims 15" Call 413-
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke ocal 967-7118 or 413-658-8513.
Free estimates on phone. Sou’th Hadley, éhicopee Hadley and ocal newspaper at
Call Pete 413-433-0356. Amherst. Call 413-536-3697. www.newspapers.turley.com
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ )
1 2 3 4
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 0 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover 0 Cash 0 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!
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Village Hills

Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

Circulation:

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

BRINFIELD
STURBRIDGE.

et
SROOKFIELD

WALES ( HOLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

REAL

ADVERTISE TODAY!

Turley([')

Publications, Inc.

12 Weekly Newspapers
Serving the Local Communities

Agawam Advertiser News ® Barre Gazette
Chicopee Register ® Country Journal
Journal Register ® Quaboag Current

The Register @ Sentinel ® The Holyoke Sun
Town Reminder ® Ware River News

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

413.283.8393
www.newspapers.turley.com
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his drinking continued, and how at
12 years old, he asked her to take
him away with her.

Two years later, she caught him
getting drunk on his father’s beers.

“To this day, I don’t understand
why no one in my family explained
alcoholism,” Herren said.

Herren went on to gain recog-
nition as a basketball player on
his high school team in Fall River,
before playing for Boston College
and Fresno State. He was ranked in
the top 20 basketball players in the
country at the height of his career.

He was selected by the Denver
Nuggets in the second round draft
pick in 1999, before being picked
up by the Boston Celtics in 2000.

Despite his rising career, addic-
tion continued to have a hold on
Herren, who tried cocaine for the
first time at 18 years old.

“Just one line...that one line
took 14 years to walk away from,”
he said.

It also caused him to be kicked
out of Boston College, which
earned him an embarrassing head-
line in the newspaper.

Coach Jerry Tarkanian took a
chance on him, and he flew out to
Fresno, California at 19 years old
where he excelled on the court, but
continued to fail drug tests.

Knowing he was going to fail
another drug test; Herren remem-
bers breaking down and crying in
the athletic director’s office. The
athletic director said to him, “it
saddens me that this addiction will
never let go of you.”

Now at 21 years old, Herren
was sent to treatment, which was
announced in a press conference.
Every day, Herren begged his
mother and his wife to take him out
of the treatment center.

“I wasted my time,” Herren said
of his first time in treatment. “I
blew the greatest opportunity of
my life. I was the 33rd pick, I was
unbelievably fortunate...had a wife
and a baby.”

Herren remembers that his
teammates wouldn’t let him fall
back after treatment.

He moved back home to Fall
River when he was 24 years old,
and filled with pride at his accom-
plishments. One day he had
a knock on his door, and it was
someone he used to play basketball
with as a kid.

“He said, ‘there’s a new pain-
killer,”” Herren said, describing
the plastic bag full of little yellow
pills. “In 1999 I never heard of
Oxycontin.”

Herren gave him $20 for one
pill, threw it in his mouth, and
went back to watching cartoons
with his son.

“That $20 turned to $20,000 a
month,” he said.

When he returned to training
camp he went through his first
detox, and it was at this time that
he got the call that he was now a
member of the Boston Celtics.

“What should have been a
dream come true, was a nightmare
beginning for me,” Herren said.
“My first phone call was to the kid
with the pills. At that point in my
life, I never felt so ashamed.”

Following his time with the
Celtics, Herren went on to play for
the number one team in Europe,
where he and his family lived in
a beautiful house in Italy, and he
earned twice what he was making
in the U.S.

Despite smuggling 300 80mg
Oxycontin with him to
Italy and having a plan to
taper himself off of them,
Herren quickly went
through his supply.

“Unfortunately,
Oxycontin doesn’t play
that way,” Herren said. In
desperation, Herren found
a dealer and not knowing
how to ask for the pain-
killer in Italian, he simply
pointed to his arm.

He asked for heroin.

Three weeks later
Herren and his family
were returning to the U.S.
following the terrorist
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.

“For the next six
months T woke up every
single morning with
no job, went to Dunkin
Donuts and buy heroin
every day...I’d sit in my
little spot and shoot it.”

After shooting hero-
in, Herren would get in
the drive-thru and order
himself a coffee and
Munchkins to bring home
for his children.

It was in this Dunkin
Donuts that Herren had
his first overdose. He
remembers waking up
on the pavement, with a
police officer on top of
him; his arm bleeding
with the needle still in it.

After he bailed out of
jail, he went back to the
heroin dealer for more

Join us in highlighting what positions you
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will
run in your community newspapers.

Turley Photo by Mary Whitelaw

Chris Herren gives a fist bump to a student as he walked through
an assembly held for middle and high school students for Q-DRUG’s

Purple for Prevention Week.

Q-DRUG member and Quabbin
Regional High School alumni
Cody Handrahan spoke about
the support he received from
the organization.

since it was so good it nearly killed
him.

“I kept taking a chance at
dying,” Herren said. By 27 years
old, heroin had taken over his life.

Another overdose caused him to
crash his car into a cemetery fence
and he ended up in the hospital.

As a police officer led him
through the hospital he said to
Herren, “your poor kids have no
idea how close you were to dying.”
It was at this time that Herren
made the decision to take his life,
when a nurse that had known his
late mother told him she would do
anything to help him.

She began by calling every
detox facility, while the hospital
held him as long as they could. On
his last day in the hospital, NBA
player Chris Mullin called him and
told him that he had found a place
for him in New York.

Mullin was also in recovery, and
he asked Herren if he was willing
to work for it.

On day 35 in recovery, Herren
had earned his first phone call,
which he made to his wife.

the exposure they need.

475" x 4"

$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

475" x 8"

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681" x 8" |

$600 for three papers | o

$160 for each additional paper

9.681" x 15.75"

$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper
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Publications, Inc.

“My wife was broken, she
immediately started crying,”
Herren recalled, as she was in the
hospital giving birth to their third
child.

Against his counselor’s recom-
mendation, Herren went home and
witnessed the birth of their child.
His first sober birth.

His oldest son cried uncontrol-
lably in his arms in that hospital
room, and told him “I don’t want
you to die. I still want you to be my
daddy.”

Herren went for a walk, and
he didn’t go back. He went to the
liquor store and bought cheap
vodka, then called his drug dealer.

“I was back on the street, taking
a chance at dying,” Herren said.

The next day he went back
to his wife, and she told him she
was leaving him. At 32 years old,
Herren had nothing left to live for.

His father was waiting for him
in the hospital lobby, and drove
him back to New York. He went
back to his room, thought about his
mother, and prayed.

Aug. 1, 2008, is now his sobri-
ety date.

His children and his wife are his
life’s biggest blessings and if his
teenager ever came home drunk or
high, he plans to ask him “why.”

“Why can’t my son feel good
enough? Why do you have to
change yourself?” Herren said.
“There’s a lot of pain and suffer-
ing in my family...we all have our
‘why.””

About Q-DRUG

Q-Drug is celebrating its
10-year anniversary this year,
working to empower the communi-
ty to stand together to support sub-
stance use prevention. They seek to
promote awareness and erase the
stigma of substance use disorder to
build a recovery supportive com-
munity.

For more information, visit
qdrug.org, email quabbin.drug@
gmail.com, call or text 978-434-
2001 or follow them on Facebook
and Instagram.

Job Connection

If you have job postings to fill, get them

e

Choice of any three papers

Buy two weeks,
get the third week FREE

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal

The Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel

The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News  The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
www.turley.com

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393
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NOTICE OF AUCTION

In accordance with
the provisions of the
Massachusetts General
Law 105A, in order to
satisfy past due rents
and other expenses, the
contents of the following
storage units will be auc-
tioned.

The contents of
Miranda Orcutt will be
auctioned off at Secure
Storage, 31 Southbridge
Rd.. Warren MA on
March 23, 2024 at 9 a.m.

The contents of
Tammy Handfield and
Adam Ciufo will be
auctioned off at Secure
Storage. 167 West St.,
Ware, MA at 9:30 a.m. on
March 23, 2024.

Any questions or inqui-
ries call 413-800-6278.
03/07, 03/14/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family
Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.

HS24P0128EA
Estate of:
George Omer St. Onge
Date of Death:
01/07/ 2024
CITATION ON
PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested
persons:

A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy
and Appointment of
Personal Representative
has been filed by Camille
St. Onge Magin of Millers
Falls, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and
for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Camille St. Onge
Magin of Millers Falls,
MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a
right to object to this

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

proceeding. To do so, you
or your attorney must file
a written appearance and
objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 04/10/2024.

This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by
which you must file a
written appearance and
objection if you object
to this proceeding. If
you fail to file a timely
written appearance and
objection followed by an
affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days
of the return day, action
may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE

MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Repre-
sentative appointed
under the MUPC
in an unsupervised
administration is not
required to file an
inventory or annual
accounts with the Court.
Persons interested in
the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the
administration directly

from the Personal
Representative and
may petition the Court
in any matter relating
to the estate, including
the  distribution of
assets and expenses of
administration.
WITNESS, Hon.
Diana S. Velez Harris,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 29, 2024
Mark S. Ames
Temporary Register
03/14/2024

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

LOCAL KETONE
PROMOTER
Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message
Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices

R

Nesco Sales, Inc.
has been offering great
service for over 30 years

e Licensed Auto
Damage Appraiser ;

¢ Insurance Referral
Shop

® Collision Specialists

* Free Estimates
¢ MA State Lic# RS1688

WWW.TURLEY.COM

¢ Foreign & Domestic  Auto Glass
¢ Frame & Unibody Straightening

91 STATE STREET, BONDSVILLE, MA
283-6403 * FAX: 283-6414

: . =
Turleyb
Publications, Inc.

— A TURLEY PUBLICATION -

“Support local bugines

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
& WARE RIVER NEWS

is offering our local businesses
an opportunity to advertise at a reduced rate!

* Business profile - 250 words
* Photo - yourself, employees or building
 Advertisement - 3 x 6

ALL FOR ONLY 275

This special section will run in the
April 4th issue of The Journal Register
& The Ware River News.

Ad deadline: March 20, 2024
Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $275
Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $460
Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $650

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com
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our BUYLINE CONNECTIO

HUGE PACKAGE REBATES! B IIE
SEE OUR AMAZON STORE! BEESVES)

BILL'S BEST DEALS ===y

Small Lawn Mowing
Stone Wall Repair

with attached garage Iﬁf‘%nplglklﬁ Sﬁg:gec;:?nrlig:
1 ,0005 OF APPLIANCES! ?:Z?ﬁﬂfé?ieufep%fr@ MAINTENANCE Deck Repair

Small Tree Jobs

EASTER Tov SAI-E! !! p 5 o e We h;ave all your
WEBER GRILL SALE!"!| |l X ‘needs.  KEN GAUMOND

So You Will

PRESEASON BIKE SALE!!!| | I " wowe " 774.318.0460

Michelle Terry  EXIT Real Estate Executives mountainlion75 7@gma|I.com

- Broker/Owner 130 W. Main Street _
Py 140 Main St., Spencer 508-885-9343 michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562 Prompt Service ¢ Reasonable Rates

www.whitcosales.com .
0% FINANCING Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm EaS"y ReaChable

Who had the #1 market share in
WARE for 2023? THIS

I'm rst just ysor REALTOR®... |R
Im yoe NEIGHBOR! -~
Dorrinda O’Keefe-Shea

MICHAEL

O0mey

% Associates, Inc.

Real Estate
fast Brookfield | Marvellen Brunelle | 774-230-1419

REALTOR®
978-434-1990 » Dorrinda@C21lovett.com b o s Oakham | Irene Caruso | 774-696-9794
CEN\I.HE;Y 21 call me...’m ready to help YOU in 2024! Data o 0110123 grooﬁﬁaven q ;Sisted' Care Worcester / West Brookfield | Macey Gaumond | 413-233-8967
= Spencer | Zac Leach | 508-277-5209
- 19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 " Holden |Sarah Mahoney | 774-245-1218

. AF - -

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR UNDEREN_EWLMANAGdERI"ENT TEAM: 2  Barre| Dan Mankin |760-617-0518
~ THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 0 rln,55aura anf ancy ' Leicester | Lee Martinelli | 774-253-0364
LANDSCAPE STONE F ver 55 years of service. Y Parton | Scott Moss | 506-817-6330
S ALL SIZES 24 hour care, Medical Management, ,r Spencer | Amy Ekleberry Perro | 508-769-7025

Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained,
compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House: Serving all your Readl Estate needs!
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services: CHECK OUT ALL THE

White ¢ Blush ¢ Blue * Brown ¢ Purple
Red ¢ Lt Gray » Dark Gray

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone e Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Chip Stone e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch

Homeowner Friendly * No Minimums Physical, Speech, OCéCUPati_OHN Therapy,
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services I r T
98 North Spencer Road, Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber P u b| |Ca't| ons
Route 31N, Spencer, MA Manager: Erin Tierney
508-885-6100 ¢ 508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com
508-885-2480
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt ¢ 7=

mpeemeeesonS  Support Your Hometown Businesses
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NIGHT
Now open Wednesdays 11a-7p

%e

Brookfield | Meghan Robidoux | 508-114-2518
North Brookfield | Mike Toomey | 508-951-6460
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www.turley.com
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CANADA &
NEW
ENGLAND
CRUISE

Norwegian Gem -
Departing August 30
Call now -
Availability Limited!

St. Patrick’s Celebration

Be one of the lucky ones and
discover the treasure of Farmer
Matt's corned beef and cabbage
dinner. Available Mar. 13-17.

llllllllll

May 4........ Kennedy Library.............ccccoovurrrnnnnne. $95

June 11-14.. Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............. $799

June 29....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch........... $175

July 13........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch.................. $130

Aug. 30....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise.. from $1499
Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
\ or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

FarmerMatt.com - 508-980-7085

g FarmerMatt.com
@ Farmer Matt® 860 West Brookfield Rd.

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL NeWBralntree MA

J

Turn to Farmer Matt for your

=) Farmer Matt" ,
Easter Dinner

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry,
and pork along with a variety of other farm
store staples. Also serving homemade meals
from our farm kitchen.

FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

Pre-order your ham dinner and pick up at the farm by
Saturday, March 30. Meals include sliced ham, glazed
carrots, sweet potato, and whipped potatoes.

Order online or in-store
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085




