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Law includes 
coercive control 
as abuse

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Ware River 
Valley Domestic Violence 
Task Force sponsored a 
recent training about the 
use of coercive control, and 
changes to the common-
wealth’s legal definition of 
abuse.

On March 6 in Town Hall, 
members of the task force 
and allies joined Attorney 
Esther Tutu from Community 
Legal Aid, who explained the 
changes to the law, and how 
it will impact survivors of 
abuse.

 “This is the biggest 
change to domestic vio-
lence law,” said Monica 
Moran, coordinator for the 
Ware River Valley Domestic 
Violence Task Force.

Tutu explained changes 
to the abuse prevention law 
known as chapter 209A of 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
which grants restraining 

orders to survivors of abuse 
from the person using abuse 
against them. 

Since September of 2024, 
the form for restraining 

orders now lists coercive con-
trol as a type of abuse.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Mass Central 
Rail Trail advocates Steven 
Hawk and Cindy Allen 
Bourcier are working with 
Executive Director of the 
Norwottuck Network Craig 
Della Penna to draft letters 
of support from towns.

“Which will help us get 
grants to finish it, maintain 
it, clean it,” Hawk said at 
the Selectboard’s March 4 
meeting. “And also help us 
add so much to the town.”

Hawk said the Mass 
Central Rail Trail could 
be continued through the 
Mary Lane Hospital prop-
erty and a bridge could be 
built to connect both sides 
of the town. Hawk said 
they are looking to apply 

for a $75,000 grant to help 
extend the rail trail.

“Trying to get everyone 
in support of the rail trail 
would be great,” Hawk said.

Della Penna said the rail 
corridor is 104 miles long 
and 63 miles are open and 
there are several discon-
nected sections. He said 12 
miles of the trail are under 
construction.

“To get to the 100% 
complete where we’ll inter-
sect with 18 other trails, it’s 
going to be very expensive,” 
Della Penna said. “The 
areas that are not yet built 
out, are within 20 miles of 
either side of Ware. We’re 
going to start marshalling 
resources to come here and 
work to reassemble the cor-
ridor from the east/south-

Selectboard shows 
support for rail 
trail expansion

DV task force sponsors training

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Community Legal Aid Attorney Esther Tutu (shown seated in the front row, left) led 
a training about coercive control with members and allies of the Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task Force at Ware Town Hall on March 6.

By Abby McCoy
Correspondent

WARE – On March 2, 
Workshop13 hosted an 
unforgettable Mardi Gras 
celebration, featuring a 
lively performance by the 
Weir River Jazz Band. 

The event was free to 
the public, with donations 
gratefully accepted. The 
performance attracted a 
diverse audience, from fam-
ilies with young children to 
seniors enjoying a festive 
afternoon with loved ones.

Set against the charming 
backdrop of Workshop13’s 
grand hall at 13 Church St., 
the afternoon was a musical 
journey through jazz clas-
sics, blending smooth mel-
odies and exciting impro-
visation. 

The Weir River Jazz 
Band, a group known for 

Mardi Gras with the 
Weir River Jazz Band

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  To w n 
Administrator James Ferrera 
told the Board of Selectmen 
he has been attending one-
on-one budget meetings with 
every department. 

Ferrera said, “This could 
be a challenging year, budget 
wise.”

The town is  current-
ly undergoing teacher con-
tract negotiations as well as 
patrolmen’s union contract 
negotiations. In the month of 
February, the town has nego-
tiated a contract with the Fire 
Chief and has implemented 
the new wage scale that was 
figured out at the Collins 
Center. 

At the March 6 Board of 
Selectmen’s meeting, Ferrera 
mentioned the town will be 
submitting a bid for a grant 
that will help pay for the 
Senior Center roof. Bids 
are due at the end of March. 
Ferrera has also gone over 
inventory for shelter equip-
ment at the high school. 

After his monthly report, 
the Board of Selectmen dis-
cussed the reappointment of 

Selectmen 
reappoint 
TA Ferrera 

Turley Photo by Abby McCoy
Matt plays the tenor saxophone during the Mardi Gras 
performance of the Weir River Jazz Band.

CommunityCommunity
    ReadingReading
      DayDay

RIGHT: Lieutenant 
Diana Gliniecki read 

to Meghan Lagimoniere’s 
second grade class.

SEE RELATED STORY 
AND MORE PHOTOS 

ON PAGE 8.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Retired Ware Public Schools teacher Pam 
Aucoin reads to her daughter Deanna Horn’s 
kindergarten class.

Thunderbirds Account Executive 
Jim Lawless mascot Boomer read to 
Amanda Gillmeister’s fifth grade class.

Please see TRAIL, page 6
Please see TASK
FORCE, page 15

Please see WARREN BOS, 
page 5

Please see JAZZ, page 7
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

 

 

 

Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

1989 showed a group 
of 4-H members from 

various Hardwick clubs 
taking part in a bread 
baking project at the 

Paige Community 
Building with Emily 

Bancroft, 4-H leader. 
Assisting Bancroft in the 
project were 4-H leaders 
Beth Robidoux, Carolyn 

Audette and junior 
leader Brie Kelly.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/13/25-3/19/253/13/25-3/19/25

USDA INSP. EMMA LEIGH & CO 6 OZ

CAJUN COCONUT SHRIMP CAKES

USDA INSP. FROZEN GOURMET

BREADED ONION RINGS 2 LB BOX

$999
ea

ea
$199

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TUNA STEAKS ........................... $599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

RAW SHRIMP EASY PEELED
31/40 COUNTT 2 LB BAG ................

$191
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$149
lb

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAILS .................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
CENTER CUT CHOPS ..........

$199
lb

$249

lb
$699

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ....................

$444
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ......$219

USDA INSP. FRESH

SOUP CHICKEN (FOWL) ...

$899
lb

BEEF SHORT RIBS

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
PASTRAMI ..............................

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN WHOLE
ST. PATRICK’S
CORNED BEEF

$399
lb

POINT CUT

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names and 
your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

Questions 
needed for 
‘Meet the 
Candidates’ 
forum

WA R E  –  W a r e 
Community Television 
and the Ware River News 
will be hosting a “Meet 
the Candidates” forum 
prior to the April 14 elec-
tion, and we need ques-
tions from the community.

Select questions will 
be asked to each candidate 
running for the School 
Committee during the 
March 21 forum. 

Please send your ques-
tions by email to pouim-
ette@turley.com or mail 
to Ware River News, 
80 Main St., Ware MA 
01082. Written questions 
can also be dropped off at 
our office, 80 Main St.

WARE – The Ware Senior 
Center, located at 1 Robbins 
Road,  is  open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, March 17

• 9 a.m. Tai Chi 
• 10 a.m. Scat
• 11 a.m. Lunch – 

St. Patrick’s Day Party. 
Music by Memory Lane.

Tuesday, March 18
• 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
• 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin to 

the Oldies with Lisa. 
    $3 per class
• 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
• 10 a.m. Scat 
• 11:30 a.m. Lunch
• 1 p.m. Cornhole
• 1-2 p.m. Food Bank of 

Western MA Mobile Food 
Pantry at Grenville Park

• 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 
$3 per class

• 6 p.m. Pitch 
(doors open at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, March 19
• 9 a.m. Tai-Chi
• 10 a.m. Scat
• 11:30 a.m. Lunch
• 1 p.m. Chair Yoga
• 1 p.m. Knit-Crochet-Laugh

Thursday, March 20
• 9 a.m. Walking Club. Meet 

at Senior Center.
• 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
• 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing for 

Beginners
• 10 a.m. Line Dancing
• 10 a.m. Scat
• 11:30 a.m. Lunch
• 1 p.m. Cornhole
• 2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, March 21
• 9 a.m. Tai Chi
• 10 a.m. Scat
• 11:30 a.m. Lunch
• 1 p.m. Chair Yoga
• 6 p.m. Pitch 
   (doors open at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES 
DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless 

otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the business 
day before, to put you name 
on the lunch list. 

Monday, March 17
St. Patrick’s Day Party
Corned Beef, Cabbage, 

Potatoes and Carrots, Dessert 
and music by Memory Lane 
provided by the Friends of 
Ware Senior Inc.

Tuesday, March 18
Kentucky Stuffed Peppers, 

Salad, Dessert of the Day

Wednesday, March 19
L a z y  P i e r o g i  w i t h 

Kie lbasa ,  Corn  Sa lad , 
Dessert of the Day

Thursday, March 20
Sloppy Joe Sandwich, Pea 

Salad, Dessert of the Day

Friday, March 21
Stuffed Shells, Tossed 

Salad, Dessert of the Day 

Ware Senior Center news

LJ Cohen book signing 
at Stone Church

HARDWICK 
– Lisa  Janice 
Cohen will cele-
brate the release 
o f  h e r  n i n t h 
novel, “Litany for 
a Broken World,” 
a t  4  p .m.  on 
Sunday, March 
16, at the Stone 
Church Cultural 
Center, 283 Main 
St., Gilbertville.

The public is 
invited to a read-
ing, book signing 
and  recep t ion 
with the author. 

C o h e n 
d e s c r i b e s  h e r 
newest work of 
speculative fiction as follows: “When three 
strangers, each broken in some way, are 
pulled into a conflict between those with 
the ability to travel the multiverse and the 
organization seeking to exploit them, they 
must risk everything that matters to heal the 
fractured places in themselves and through-
out reality.” 

The author characterizes her story as 
“‘The Wizard of Oz’, set in a Boston home-
less encampment.” It is Book One of a new 
series.

Cohen’s novels have been praised by 
Sarah Pinsker, a Hugo and Nobula Award-
winning author; by Lynn Viehl, a New York 
Times bestselling author, and by Publishers 
Weekly. One reviewer said of this new novel 
that writing in the multiverse isn’t easy, but 
“Cohen makes it work.” 

Since moving permanently to Gilbertville 
where she lives with her spouse, Cohen 
has been a writer in residence at Eagle Hill 
School. She is also an active potter and 
homestead farmer, and she serves on the 
Board of the Friends of the Stone Church. 
Her website: www.ljcohen.net

About FOSC
Friends of the Stone Church, Inc. is a 

public charitable corporation and commu-
nity group organized in 2015 and open to 
all. Its mission is to preserve and protect the 
Gilbertville Stone Church Cultural Center 
and to make it available as a place of com-
munity enrichment. 

The Friends welcome donations toward 
their ongoing preservation project online at 
www.FriendsoftheStoneChurch.org or by 
mail to FOSC, P.O. Box 347, Gilbertville, 
MA 01031.

Submitted Photos
Author LJ Cohen has released her ninth 
novel, “Litany for a Broken World.”

Local author offers new work of fiction

Local author LJ Cohen 
is celebrating the 
release of her newest 
novel, “Litany for a 
Broken World” at the 
Stone Church Cultural 
Center on Sunday, 
March 16 at 4 p.m.

Spaghetti supper 
benefits family of 
Kristen Murphy

WARE – A spaghetti 
supper in honor of Kristen 
Murphy will be held on 
Thursday, March 13 from 
5-7 p.m. in the Ware Junior/
Senior High School cafeteria. 

The cost is $15 per per-
son and take-out is available. 
Take-out orders must be 
pre-ordered by March 12 by 
calling 413-967-5977.

A l l  p r o c e e d s  b e n e -
fit Kristen’s family. Venmo 
is available @Jeannine-
Bonnayer-1. 

PALMER – The Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce, 
the non-profit  organiza-
tion that promotes business 
and development within 
surrounding communities 
of Hampden, Hampshire, 
and Worcester counties, has 
announced its Handbag & 
Hand Tool Bingo Night fund-
raiser.  

The event will take place 
on Friday, March 21 at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers. The Chamber will 
produce 10 exciting bingo 
rounds, each with a grand 
prize featuring one of seven 
designer handbags or one of 

three premium tools up for 
grabs.

Tickets can be purchased 
on QHMA.com. The regis-
tration fee is $40 per person 
and includes 10 bingo cards, 
bingo dauber, delicious snack 
platters, bonus raffle ticket 
and a cash bar.

P r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e 
bingo event will benefit the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce and its on-going 
mission to assist its more 
than two-hundred member 
businesses succeed and grow 
with programs and initiatives 
throughout the year.

QHMA invites public to 
Bingo Night fundraiser

WARE – The Trini ty 
Episcopal Church, corner of 
Park and Pleasant streets, will 
host a drive up, take-out St. 
Patrick’s Day corned beef and 
cabbage dinner on Monday, 

March 17 from 5-6:30 p.m. 
The cost is $15 per meal, 

which includes corned beef, 
cabbage, potatoes, carrots, 
bread and dessert. To reserve 
meals, please call 413-967-

6100 and leave your name, 
number of meals and phone 
number.

All proceeds benefit parish 
mission and ministries serv-
ing the community. 

Corned beef and cabbage dinner is March 17

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027
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gifts.

years.

For our 175th year, we’re giving back to the community that got us here. We’ve 
always had a heart for investing in our community, but our 175th anniversary 
called for something special. Throughout the year, we’ll be giving 175 gifts to 
community members, nonprofits, charities, and local folks in need. Consider it 
a celebration of appreciation.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.

New Name,
Same Mission, Same 

Trusted Services

WESTMASS ELDERCARE IS NOW...

Serving older adults, persons with
disabilities and their caregivers.

413.538.9020 | ACCESSCAREPARTNERS.ORG
Reach Out Today

The Ware River 
News  w i l l  g l ad ly 
correct factual errors 
that appear in this 
paper.  Corrections 
or clarifications will 
a lways  appear  on 
Page 3. To request 
a correction,  send 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o 
pou imet te@tur ley.
com, or call 967-3505. 
Corrections may also 
be requested in writing 
at:  Ware River News, 
Attn: Editor, 80 Main 
St., Ware, MA 01082.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Hardwick Elementary Schol 
PTO recently received an 
$8,000 donation from the 
Barre Savings Charitable 
Foundation, to help cover the 
cost to send fifth grade stu-
dents to nature’s classroom in 
the spring. 

Stephen Brewer, presi-
dent of the Barre Savings 
Charitable Foundation, said 
one of the best things the 
foundation does is help send 
children to programs like 
this.

“You’re in for a wonder-
ful time and a great learning 
experience too,” he said.

Brewer, who is a retired 
state senator and former 
state representative, said that 
while the youth are only 20% 
of the population, they are 
“100% of our future.”

Brewer said to date, the 
Barre Savings Charitable 
Foundation has dispersed 
$750 ,000  in  dona t ions 
over the last seven years, 
including to the Hardwick 
Elementary School PTO.

T h e  B a r r e  S av i n g s 
Charitable Foundation was 
formed after the 147-year-old 
Barre Savings Bank merged 
with Fidelity Cooperative 

Bank in 2016. A fund was 
created to honor the bank’s 
legacy of serving the com-
munity,  which has now 
grown to $2.7 million. 

The purpose of the foun-

dation is to provide chari-
table support for the people 
in communities previous-
ly served by Barre Savings 
Bank. The foundation focus-
es its giving on youth and 

senior programs, programs 
supporting education and 
health and human services 
and other projects improv-
ing the quality of life for the 
region.

community

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
The Barre Savings Charitable Foundation donated $8,000 to the Hardwick Elementary 
School PTO to help pay for the fifth grade nature’s classroom trip this spring. Shown 
front row from left are teacher Pamela Dunigan, fifth grade students, teacher Mary 
Fleming and Hardwick PTO representative Tina Swindlehurst. Back row from left are 
Hardwick Elementary School Principal Emily Soltysik and Barre Savings Charitable 
Foundation President Stephen Brewer.

BSCF donation supports nature’s classroom

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

Licenses must 
be purchased 
by March 31 to 
avoid late fees

WARE – Massachusetts 
State Law, Chapter 140, 
§137, requires that all dogs 
six months of age shall be 
licensed each year.

Dog licenses are now 
available for sale and must 
be purchased by Monday, 
March 31. 

I f  you  a re  l i cens -
ing in person the Town 
Clerk’s Office will be 
open Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday each 
week during business 
hours. Town Hall is now 
closed to the public on 
Wednesdays. 

If you are licensing 
by U.S. Mail, the license 
must be purchased prior to 
March 31 and your enve-
lope must be also post-
marked by March 31 or 
there will be a late fee.

Fees for licensing your 
dog are: male/female $15; 
spayed/neutered $10.

On April 1 there will be 
a late fee of $15 per dog 
in addition to the licensing 
fee.

Rabies Certificates for 
each dog must be presented 
at the time of licensing as 
in the past. If your dog was 
licensed in 2024 check the 
license to see if the Rabies 
Certificate is current (the 
information is on your 
2024 license); if it is cur-

rent, simply come into the 
office to license in person 
or license by mail. 

If licensing by mail you 
must provide a self-ad-
dressed,  postage paid 
envelope in order for us to 
return the license and tag 
to you. If licensing more 
than one dog be sure to add 
additional postage to your 
envelope to insure delivery.

Checks are payable to 
the Town of Ware for the 
appropriate amount. All 
Rabies Certificates sup-
plied will be returned to 
you with your dog license.

C o n t a c t  t h e  Tow n 
Clerk’s Office by calling 
413-967-9648 extension 
177 if you failed to license 
in 2024 so that we can 
inform you what is owed in 
entirety to license for 2025.

There is also a blue 
drop box outside the lower 
level offices at Town Hall 
for those of you who wish 
to drop off your request 
for licensing. Address the 
envelope to Town Clerk – 
Dog Licenses.

If you are licensing 
for the first time, be sure 
to supply the dog owner’s 
name, address and contact 
telephone number; a copy 
of the Rabies Certificate 
and if the dog is neutered 
or spayed (please also 
send this certificate unless 
it is stated on the Rabies 
Certificate).

Questions can be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk’s 
Office by calling 413-967-
9648 extension 177.

2025 dog licenses 
are now available

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Paige Memorial Library, 
87 Petersham Road, pres-
ents Ireland to America on 
Saturday, March 15 at 1:30 
p.m at the Hardwick Town 
House, on the Common.  

S inge r,  yode le r  and 
multi-instrumentalist Roger 
Tincknell will celebrate 
with traditional Irish music 
and culture, lovely ballads, 
work songs and sing-alongs 
interspersed with lively jigs 
and reels. Instrumentals per-
formed include guitar, banjo, 
mandolin, Irish bouzouki, 
Irish bodhran (drum), har-
monica, penny whistle and 
spoons. This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant from 
the Hardwick-New Braintree 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency, which is supported 
by the Massachusetts

Cultural Council, a state 
agency. For more informa-
tion, people may call 413-
477-6704.

On Sa turday,  March 

29 at 1:30 p.m., Edward 
Orzechowski will present 
his latest book, “Becoming 
Dar l ene  The  S to ry  o f 
Belchertown Patient #4952.” 
Darlene, the eighth of four-
teen children, was abused, 
neglected ,  and sent  to 
Belchertown State School. 
Although established with 
good intentions, Belchertown 
State School grew over-
crowded, under budgeted 
and understaffed. Darlene 
was  “Discharged  f rom 
Placement” at age 17 with 
no skills or training, but she 
dreamed of getting married 
and raising a family. She 
married a man, who had 
recently returned from the 
Vietnam War and they had 
two sons. Darlene was deter-
mined to raise them to see 
that the world isn’t an awful 
place. Registration is request-
ed, people may call 413-
477-6704 or email Director.
paigelibrary@gmail.com.

The l ibrary provides 

books and workshops for 
those interested in start-
ing a hobby. Knitting for 
adults meets on the library 
on Saturdays at 11p.m., 
Paige writers on alternate 
Tuesdays at 3:00, Book Club 
on the third Wednesday of 
the month at 2 p.m. and 
Cookbook Club on the last 
Wednesday of the month at 
5 p.m. FUNdamentals of Art 
meets on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. 
and offers printmaking, card 
making, painting, calligraphy 
or bring their craft and join 
with others to socialize and 
share know how.  

The library will explore 
Pisanky on Tuesdays, April 
1 and 8. People may call 
for more information or to 
register at 413-477-6704 or 
email Director.paigelibrary@
gmail.com. Library hours are 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 2-7 
p.m., Wednesdays 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.

Paige Library hosts Roger Tincknell

The Quaboag Historical 
S o c i e t y  i s  p r o u d  t o 
announce its annual schol-
arship program, designed 
to support high school 
seniors with a passion for 
history and a commitment 
to preserving the past. 

This $1,000 scholar-
ship aims to assist students 
planning to pursue higher 
education in any historical 
related field.  

The  scholarsh ip  i s 
only offered to a student 
who resides in one of 
the Quaboag Plantation 
towns of Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, New Braintree, 
North Brookfield, Warren, 
or West Brookfield.  

It is offered to a current 
high school senior planning 
to enroll in a college or 
university for the upcom-
ing academic year who will 
pursue a degree in one of 
the following fields: educa-
tion, history, museum stud-
ies, anthropology, women’s 
studies, American studies, 
or archaeology.  Students 
wishing to study closely 
related fields are encour-
aged to apply.  

The application dead-
line is May 2.  For applica-
tions or more information, 
please contact Jeff Robbins 
by emailing jeffrobbins@
charter.net or calling 508-
579-4786.

Quaboag Historical Society 
seeks scholarship applicants

EQLT to hold 
game night 
and potluck

HARDWICK – The East 
Quabbin Land Trust will 
hold team crossword, them 
team trivia followed by a 
potluck on Saturday, March 
22 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at 
their office, 120 Ridge 
Road.

The program will start 
off with a team crossword 
followed by team trivia. 
Themes for the evening will 
include local history, con-
servation, recreation and the 
environment. They had a 
crack team working on the 
puzzles and trivia questions 
and promise it will not bor-
ing. 

People should bring 
a snack or dish to share, 
along with their thinking 
cap and sense of humor. 
People should RSVP by 
Wednesday, March 19 by 
emailing atrevvett@eqlt.org.
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anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
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to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
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Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

My dad was a “meat 
and potatoes” kind 
of guy.  Mashed, 

baked or fried, potatoes were 
his thing.  

Growing up,  we 
usually had potatoes 
most nights for dinner. 
Since I have been an 
adult, I don’t eat pota-
toes very often at all.  

I often wonder if 
that particular Irish 
gene missed a genera-
tion, since I prefer the 
sweet potato over the 
regular potato any day of the 
week. Read on to learn all 
about this nutritional power-
house.  

According to www.nutri-
tiondata.com, sweet potatoes 
are “low in sodium, and very 
low in saturated fat and cho-
lesterol. They are also a good 
source of dietary fiber, vita-
min B6 and potassium, and 
a very good source of vita-
min A, vitamin C and man-
ganese.”  

If these facts aren’t reason 
enough to try adding this veg-
gie to your garden this grow-
ing season, delight in the fact 
that it is also a very pretty 
vine!

In fact, once I grew “sweet 
potato vine” in the plant-
er boxes at Old Sturbridge 
Village. I didn’t know at 
the time that the variety I 
was growing also produced 
bountiful tubers. It was one 
of those obvious things that I 
just didn’t put together.  

It’s kind of funny that 
when I attempted to grow 
them on purpose at home, 
they were an utter failure. By 
the time I peeled the thumb-
size roots, there was literally 
nothing left to eat.  

It is time for a refresher on 
sweet potato culture.

Sweet potatoes require a 
long growing season – some-

where between 90-150 days. 
The tender shoots are cold 
sensitive, and must be plant-
ed into the ground after all 

danger of frost has passed.  
In our area we use Memorial 
Day as our “frost-free date.”  

Then, the edible root, aka 
the sweet potato, must be har-
vested before the first frost of 
fall. By my records, the first 
frost usually occurs in early 
to mid-October. 

This equates to 100 days 
bare minimum of growing 
time. 

You can purchase plants 
through the mail or try 
sprouting your own from 
sweet potatoes purchased 
from the grocery store. 

Dick Raymond, author of 
my favorite gardening book 
of all time, “Garden Way’s 
Joy of Gardening” (Storey 
Publishing $24.95) has some 
great tips for doing this:  
Seven or eight weeks prior to 
Memorial Day, simply cut the 
spuds in half lengthwise and 
lay them down in moist peat 
moss in a shallow tray. Cover 
with plastic wrap and place in 
a sunny window until sprout-
ing occurs.  

Slips should be separated 
and planted about six inches 
deep, twelve to fifteen inches 
apart from one another.  

He advises to water well 
for the first two weeks; after 
that sweet potato plants are 
reportedly somewhat drought 
tolerant. When fertilizing, 

choose a formulation that is 
a bit lower in nitrogen, oth-
erwise you will have lots of 
vines at the expense of sweet 

potatoes.  
Dig up your boun-

ty on a dry day, being 
extra careful not to 
damage the skin. Don’t 
leave them exposed to 
the sun for more than 
an hour and don’t wash 
them either.  

Picky, aren’t they? 
Fresh sweet pota-

toes aren’t all that 
sweet – a curing period of 
two weeks in the dark at 
70-80 and at high humidity 
will bring out the great fla-
vor we are accustomed to.  
Long-term storage should be 
at temperatures around 60 
degrees.  

To make sweet potato fries 
simply cut the root into thick 
wedges then toss them with 
seasoned olive oil (or a favor-
ite salad dressing). Bake on a 
cookie sheet at 350 degrees 
for one hour, flipping occa-
sionally. Some ketchup as a 
dip may help reluctant kids 
to give the “funny orange 
French fries” a try.  

My dad is probably look-
ing down and wishing I did 
an article on good, old fash-
ioned russets.  Sorry, Dad, 
but Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
anyway!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
I hope we haven’t made 

a mistake. 
My wife just applied for 

her Social Security benefit. 
She was born in May 1962 
and the estimated amount 
of her benefit is $1,280 per 
month. Her work income 
last  year  was $5,616; 
however, mine was about 
$65,000. I do not plan on 
taking my benefit until the 
age of 70 in July of 2027. 

My worry now is about 
the penalty for earning too 
much. We figured that since 
her income was so low, we 
wouldn’t have to worry 
about that penalty, so we 
signed her up, and then it 
hit me: what if they look 
at my income, especially 
since our tax return is filed 
as Married Filing Jointly. 
Do we have a problem, or 
are they just going to look 
at her income to determine 
if there is a penalty? I hope 
I haven’t messed this up. 
Also, I think I read that any 
penalty you are assessed 
for earning too much is 
returned to you once you 
reach Full Retirement Age; 
is that true? 

Signed: Uncomfortable 
Senior Citizen 

 
Dear Uncomfortable 

Senior: 
First, let me ease your 

anxiety – you haven’t 
“messed this up.” While it’s 
true that your income will 
be included when the IRS 
determines how much of 
your wife’s Social Security 
benefits are taxable, chang-
ing your IRS filing status is 
usually not wise. However, 
considering your combined 
income and your “married/
jointly” IRS filing status, up 
to 85% of the SS benefits 
your wife receives during 
the tax year will be includ-
ed as part of your overall 
taxable income as a married 
couple. Your wife’s monthly 
SS benefit is about $1,280, 
so about $13,000 annual-
ly will be included in your 
Adjusted Gross Income  
when you file your taxes. 
You can have income tax 
withheld from your wife’s 
SS benefit by filing IRS 
Form W-4V at your local 
SS office (you can have 7%, 
10%, 12% or 22% with-
held). Note your wife’s tax 
obligation for this year will 
be less because she will not 
get SS benefits for all of 
2025.   

The other thing you are 
concerned about is whether 
your income will be count-
ed when determining if 
your wife will be subject to 
Social Security’s “Annual 
Earnings Test” and the 
answer to that is “no.” At 
her current earnings level 
(about $5,600), your wife 
is well below the annual 
earnings limit ($23,400 for 
2025) for those collecting 
early Social Security ben-

efits. So, the AET will not 
apply and will not reduce 
your wife’s monthly Social 
Security benefit. FYI, if 
her earnings did exceed the 
annual earnings limit, it is 
true that some of the result-
ing penalty would be recov-
ered after she reaches her 
full FRA of 67.  

Note the distinction 
between “taxation of SS 
benefits” and the “annu-
al earnings test” for those 
collecting early benefits. 
Taxation of benefits is 
always based on your joint 
income when filing mar-
ried/jointly, but the Annual 
Earnings Test looks only at 
your wife’s personal work 
earnings until she reaches 
her FRA.   

As I expect you already 
know, by claiming now (at 
age 62 plus), your wife’s 
monthly SS retirement 
benefit will be permanent-
ly reduced (by about 26%). 
Until you later claim your 
SS benefit, your wife will 
receive her reduced person-
al SS retirement amount. 
But, when you claim, her 
benefit amount will be reas-
sessed to see if she is also 
entitled to an incremental 
amount as your wife. If her 
SS entitlement at her FRA 
(even though she claimed 
at 62+) is less than 50% of 
your FRA entitlement, then 
her benefit will increase. 
However, she will not get 
the full 50% of your FRA 
entitlement because she 
claimed her own SS retire-
ment benefit before her 
FRA (more likely, she will 
get about 34% of your FRA 
entitlement). 

In the end, you really did 
not make a mistake by fil-
ing for your wife’s Social 
Security to start now. By 
the time you personally 
apply at age 70, your wife 
will have collected about 
$46,000 in Social Security 
benefits which, I’m sure, 
will be helpful. And only a 
relatively modest amount of 
income tax will be paid on 
her Social Security benefits. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental 
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Ci t i zens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

Sweet potatoes get my voteSOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Did we make a mistake starting 
my wife’s Social Security now?

Male and female cardinal

I received an email from 
a Worthington resident, who 
reported the one male “red 
bird” in his yard all winter.

He said, “I feel like I know 
him and throw seeds to a spe-
cial place he likes. His habit 
of showing up in the dim 
light of dusk and dawn almost 
makes him shine. He’s real 
quiet right now, but I really 
look forward to hearing him 
as it warms up.” 

The red bird is also known 

as the northern cardi-
nal. The male cardinal 
is bright red with black 
around the base of its 
red beak. The female 
is grayish brown above 
with buffy color below. 
Her beak is reddish and 
she has dark around her 

bill, but not as black as the 
male. 

Both sexes have crests and 
are 8 ½ inches long. Although 
the Worthington resident said 
the cardinal was quiet now, 
soon he will sing a series of 
clear repeated whistles that 
vary and sound like “whoit 
whoit whoit, cheer, cheer, 
cheer.” The call is a metallic 
“chip.” Both male and female 
sing. 

The female cardinal lays 
two to five buff white eggs 
with dark marks in a nest 
of twigs, bark strips, vines, 
leaves, rootlets and paper 
lined with fine grass and hair. 
They build their nest in dense 
shrubbery or among branches 
of small trees.

Bird watchers may witness 
mate feeding, a common rit-
ual between a breeding pair. 

The male picks up a seed and 
brings it to the female. They 
touch beaks and his mate 
takes the offered seed. Mate 
feeding continues through egg 
laying and incubation.

Cardinals come to feed-
ers. They feed either on the 
ground and come to platform 
style feeders. They prefer 
sunflower seeds, safflower 
seeds and cracked corn.

Tuesday morning I saw 
a female cardinal in a lilac 
bush. I love to see the male 
cardinal perched on a snow 
covered branch or ground 
especially after newly fallen 
snow. I have a pair of cardi-
nals, which I usually see early 
in the morning or at dusk. 

Red-winged blackbirds
The Worthington resident 

saw a red-winged blackbird 
at his feeder and heard them 
on snow shoe recent hike by 
a beaver pond. He said, “They 
don’t sound very confident 
and I wonder what they find 
down there with the pond 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
pouimette@turley.com

Scan QR Code

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 5
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

warren

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Planning 
Board had a public hearing 
for the special permit appli-
cation of 727 Brimfield Road 
LLC. 

The public hearing took 
place during the March 10 
Planning Board meeting. The 
applicant is seeking a special 
permit for earth removal and 
crushing operations at the 
site. 

The applicant is currently 
on a special permit that was 
issued to them several years 
ago. 

Speaking on the project 
and the special permit appli-
cation is Ron Cox who rep-
resents the applicant, 727 
Brimfield Road LLC. Cox 
said this is needed to allow 
them to have earth removal 
done with rock crushing on 

the same parcel. 
Planning Board Chair 

Richard Eichacker checked 
with the applicant and read 
all the equipment that will 
be on site. According to 
the plans and map that was 
reviewed by the Planning 
Board, there are 10 acres of 
work area. 

One of the rules in the 
bylaws is there has to be a 
buffer in between the work 
site and the neighbors’ hous-
es. If the applicant is looking 
to do some rock crushing on 
site, there has to be a buffer, 
and the work is done in one 
designated area. 

“Crushing will take place 
in only one area,” said Vice 
Chair Ed Londergan. 

The board put a map on 
screen for the in-person atten-
dance and the attendance on 
zoom. The Planning Board 
reminded Cox that they have 
to go by the current bylaw 

and not the bylaw that was in 
place to when they got their 
current special permit. 

Planning Board member 
reminded the applicant that 
they have to “maintain a dis-
tance” and should review the 
current bylaw to make sure 
they’re following it. The idea 
of withdrawing the applica-
tion to only renew the current 
special permit was brought 
up. Though it seemed like 
a good idea, the Planning 
Board reminded Cox that if 
they withdraw and renew the 
current special permit, they 
won’t be allowed to do rock 
crushing on the site. 

The board would then hear 
from the public who may 
address any comments and 
concerns. 

One resident who is a 
neighbor of the applicant’s 
works site spoke against 
the project due to the piles 
of lumber, weeds and tree 

stumps in between her prop-
erty and the work site. There 
is also a concern about noise 
from the site. 

Board member Derick 
Veliz played an audio video 
for the Planning Board 
describing the noise that 
comes from the rock crush-
er. Cox is asking for a happy 
medium of conditions and 
believes the work could be 
done faster if a crusher was 
allowed to operate. 

Veliz remembered during 
the first issue of the current 
special permit that the appli-
cant promised to not disrupt 
or disturb the neighbors and 
leave the trees as buffers 
between the work site and 
and neighbors’ house. Now 
those trees were all removed 
and Veliz said, “It’s not nice 
to do that to the neighbors.” 

Another resident spoke 
about her concerns about 
the project and said from 

her driveway she can see a 
pile of timber in place and 
has not been cleaned up. Cox 
addressed the board and the 
resident and mentioned that 
work is nearly complete. The 
reason why it was delayed is 
because the logger that was 
hired to do the work went out 
of business. 

The Planning Board is 
considering a site visit and 
while on that visit, hear from 
the neighbors and hear their 
concerns and what they see 
on site. The board will meet 
later in the week to conduct a 
site visit. Cox says he would 
like to continue this public 
hearing and would like to 
have some stipulations in 
place. 

The Planning Board voted 
to continue the public hearing 
for special permit application 
for 727 Brimfield Road LLC 
to the next planning board 
meeting on March 24. 

Planning Board continues earth removal hearing

Ferrera as Town Administrator 
for another three-year term. 
Ferrera’s first term is finishing 
up soon and he has to be reap-
pointed. 

The Board of Selectmen 
wanted to share comments 
on how great of a job Ferrera 
has done in his role as Town 
Administrator and appear sat-
isfied with the investment they 
took in him three years ago. 

“You’re an awesome asset 
to the town,” Selectmen Chair 
Derick Veliz said. 

Dav id  Duf resne  sa id 
Ferrera has “achieved a lot 
since he’s been here.” 

Helping the town obtain 
grants that have benefit-
ed Warren greatly in the last 
several years. Ferrera has 
been reappointed as Town 
Administrator for another 
three-year term.

Public hearing
A public hearing was held 

for the transfer of the appli-
cation for license and change 
of ownership for Whiskey 
Hill Liquors located at 2370 
Main St. in West Warren. The 
transfer would be from J&K 
Enterprises to 2370 Main, Inc. 
and naming Pragnesh Patel as 
Manager. 

Talking more about the 
transfer was Arthur Pearlman 
and he said the floor plan will 
remain the same and the plan 
was also submitted with the 
application. The Selectmen 
noticed an error of the appli-
cation that had a different 
name than Patel as the man-
ager. 

Ferrera commented that if 
there is no opposition from 

the board, the applicant can 
repost the application with the 
appropriate name. Raymond 
Kopacko from the from the 
Finance Committee asked the 
Selectmen if the application 
has to be reposted. With the 
application posted incorrect-
ly, putting the wrong name of 
the person being manager, the 
Board of Selectmen are con-
cerned with an objection tak-
ing place later on after appli-
cation is approved. 

Kopacko believes it is not 
fair to the applicant if they 
have to repost the application 
due to a mistake made by the 
board. The Selectmen closed 
the public hearing and voted 
to approve the transfer of 
the liquor license from J&K 
Enterprises to 2370 Main, Inc. 
and naming Patel as manager. 

FY 2026 budget
The Selectmen continued 

to review their fiscal year 
2026 budget and see if there 
are any articles needed for the 
annual or special town meet-
ing. Ferrera said the Finance 
Committee is seeking budget 
numbers from all departments 
as well as confirmed numbers 
for the liability and work-
ers compensation for town 
employees. 

Ferrera discussed the 
cost of the copiers lease and 
it will cost $650 per month, 
making it $7,800 for the year. 
The board voted to approve 
the budget with the changes 
made. 

Ferrera said he will be pre-
senting a draft of the articles 
for the Selectmen at their next 
meeting, which is March 13. 
Ferrera said he has several 
articles submitted from multi-

ple departments already. 

Agreement with MassDOT
The board voted to enter 

the town into an agreement 
wi th  the  Massachuse t t s 
Department of Transportation 
for the paving and repairing 
of a portion of state highway, 
Route 19 in Warren. Ferrera 
said this project is funded 
directly by the state and con-
struction costs are about $1.2 
million. 

The board thought the 
plans were well detailed and 
were told that work will begin 
sometime in the next few 
weeks. Highway Surveyor 
Jeremy Olson will be work-
ing with MassDOT during this 
project. 

MIIA health 
insurance rates

The Selectmen heard 
from Ferrera regarding the 
health insurance rates from 
the Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Association for 
town employees as part of 
FY 26. Ferrera heard from the 
Treasurer who recommended 
that the board renews the cov-
erage. 

Ferrera hopes in the future 
the rates will go down. 

The increase was just over 
15%. The board was surprised 
by the high increase in a sin-
gle year. Ferrera explained 
that many town administrators 
throughout the state sent out 
a survey recently and many 
towns are experiencing high 
increases. 

The board authorized the 
Treasurer to sign on the insur-
ance rates.

WARREN BOS from page 1

totally frozen and the cat-
tails denuded by the wind.” 
He said, “The arrival of red-
wings is exciting for me, 
as I consider them our first 
migratory returns.” 

Bald eagle
In his email, the same 

resident wrote about see-
ing a bald eagle. He said, 
“Two weeks ago driv-
ing along the East Branch 
in Cummington, I saw an 
eagle lite in a dead tree, 
break off a small branch 
and fly off, hopefully to a 
new or repaired nest. It sure 
didn’t feel like spring then 
and even today [written 
March3] I had zero degrees 
this morning.” He also 
reports pretty good numbers 
of goldfinches at his feeder 
along with the winter reg-
ulars.

Brimfield birds
On Feb. 19, I received 

an email from a Brimfield 
resident, who sends emails 
on a regular basis. He said, 
“Hope you survived our 

recent bout of nasty weather. 
Our driveway was cleared 
on Sunday evening and sub-
sequently turned into a skat-
ing rink. Fortunately I had 
lots of sand and rock salt 
and a little calcium chloride 
on hand. Using all of that, 
I was able to get our cars 
up and out of the driveway. 
Of course I had to get the 
frozen garage doors unstuck 
before I could get the cars 
out of the garage.”

He took part in the Great 
Backyard Bird Count of 
Saturday and Sunday. He 
said, “I had nine species 
Saturday, things got a little 
more interesting on Sunday 
when there were 15 spe-
cies seen including an adult 
sharp-shinned hawk that 
chased some junco into a 
quince bush (it missed) and 
a Carolina wren.”

Bluebirds
He had a pair of eastern 

bluebirds earlier in the day 
on Feb. 18 and later five 
bluebirds showed up, two 

males and three females. He 
said, “That’s the most we 
have ever seen in the yard. 
Previously we had seen a 
single bird a few times and 
a pair investigated a nest-
ing box one year but were 
chased away by house 
wrens.”

Non-bird critters
During the snow/ice 

storm in February,  my 
daughter and I saw a wet 
opossum digging in the 
snow for seeds while clear-
ling my walk and driveway. 
On March 1, two of my 
grandchildren and I saw a 
porcupine in a tree while 
driving on our road.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 4

Polar Plunge to 
benefit Special 
Olympics moved 
to March 22

WARE – The Ware 
Polar Plunge to benefit 
the Special 
O l y m p i c s 
will be held 
on Saturday, 
March 22 at 
West Beach 
– Beaver Lake.

This event was pre-
viously going to be held 
on March 8, but has been 
rescheduled due to the ice.

The gates will be open 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 
there will be food, warm 
beverages, water, snacks 
and music  provided. 
Check-in for the plunge is 
at 11 a.m. and the plunge 
will take place at noon. 

To register, scan the 
QR code or visit www.
polarplungema.org. 

WARE –  The  Ware 
AMVETS Post 2577 will 
award the annual Michael 
H. Deslauriers Scholarship 
to a graduating senior resid-
ing in Ware regardless of the 
school district they attend.

Michael was a devoted 
musician sharing his talents 
with the town of Ware. He 
represented the town at the 
Quabbin Music Festival, 

Western District Festival and 
was a member of the Ware 
Community Band. 

A music graduate of 
Westfield State he continued 
to honor the veterans of the 
town by playing Taps at their 
burial ceremony and also at 
all patriotic and Memorial 
events.

To apply for this award 
of $1,000, you need only to 

send your application, school 
transcript and an essay stat-
ing your accomplishments 
and what your future plans 
are. Applications are avail-
able at your guidance office 
and must be submitted by 
May 1.

Please mail to: Ware 
AMVETS Post 2577, c/o 
Richard Rucki, 8 First Ave., 
Ware, MA 01082.

AMVETS Post announces Michael H. Deslauriers Scholarship
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east side of Belchertown all 
the way to the far side of 
Hardwick.”

The Selectboard and Town 
Manager signed a letter draft-
ed by Bourcier to show sup-
port for the completion of the 
Mass Central Rail Trail. 

“It will be very impactful, 
it will cause a renaissance,” 
Della Penna said. 

Mary Lane Hospital update
Town Manager Stuart 

Beckley said town coun-
sel from KP Law reviewed 
B o u r c i e r ’s  c o m p l a i n t s 
regarding her appeal of 
answers received from the 
Historical  Commission, 
S e l e c t b o a r d ,  B u i l d i n g 
Commissioner and himself 
regarding violations of the 
demolition delay at Mary 
Lane Hospital.

“Her [the attorney’s] rec-
ommendation I think is that 
if each of those entities feel 
that they have done enough 
then that’s fine,” he said. 
“But that there’s not cur-
rently an appeal process. If 
the town wants to look at 
changing the bylaw they [KP 
Law] can help with that in 
the future for the demolition 
delay.”

Beckley said in terms of 

finding an appeal for what 
has been deemed unsatisfac-
tory, town counsel did not 
have a recommendation that 
the Selectboard could present 
to those seeking an appeal.

Selectboard Chair Nancy 
Talbot said there is really 
nothing further for the board 
to act on, since the Historical 
Commission and Building 
Commissioner have not 
found violations. She said 

those seeking an appeal can 
pursue that in another man-
ner, including legal action.

“That is within their pur-
view,” Talbot said. “But there 
really is nothing further for 
the board to act on.”

Beckley said there is an 
appeal to a public records 
request received by Bourcier, 
which he has prepared to 
release to her after the board 
reviews it. 

STM for zoning
 amendments

Talbot read a memo she 
drafted after meeting with 
Beckley and town counsel 
regarding a petition request 
to hold a special town meet-
ing to vote on zoning amend-
ments being discussed by the 
Planning Board.

Talbot  explained the 
appropr ia te  process  of 
requesting a special town 
meeting by citizens’ petition. 
The Selectboard members 
agreed to sponsor the articles 
on the special town meeting 
warrant. 

“Zoning amendments 
generally require discussion 
at a town meeting, and it is 
apparent that two or three 
being proposed for consider-
ation by the voters of Ware 
will require presentation of 
information, even though 
public hearings have been 
held,” Talbot stated in her 
memo.

Her memo suggested the 
Selectboard schedule a spe-
cial town meeting to be held 
on Tuesday, April 8 at 6:30 
p.m. to take action on at least 
two zoning amendments: 
Mechanic Street and Maple 
Street rezoning and the 
Healthcare Services bylaw 
amendment. The Selectboard 
voted to schedule the special 
town meeting as suggested.

Town Manager’s report
Beckley said a public 

hearing and forum for the 
Community Development 
Block Grant application will 
be held in the Town Hall on 
Monday, March 17. 

He said the town received 
an MVP 2.0 climate change 
grant for public outreach 
and education in the amount 
of $50,00. He said once 
the town completes that, it 
will be eligible for another 
$50,000 to put toward a proj-
ect. 

Beckley said that project 
would likely be related to 
stormwater.

He said the bridge on 
North Street has an addition-
al beam that needs address-
ing. He said the engineer 
believes the repairs could be 
completed in phases in order 
to keep the bridge open.

Beckley said two employ-
ees have submitted their res-
ignations, one on the Fire 
Department and another on 
the Parks Department. 

Beckley said he attended 
a dam safety program with 
the police chief regarding the 
Barre Falls Dam held by the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
He said it was a good train-
ing exercise that outlined 
what could happen if the dam 
was ever breached.

Beckley said the Finance 
Committee has been meeting 
with departments about their 
budgets for fiscal year 2026. 

“It’s a very tight budget,” 
he said. 

Beckley said he attended 
a meeting with area commu-
nities to discuss the Quabbin 
Equity Bill .  He said if 
passed, it could provide addi-
tional payments in lieu of 
taxes to the town and funding 
for water improvements.

“They’ll be looking for 
community support as that 
goes forward if towns wish to 
join in and push for the legis-
lation in Boston,” he said.

Beckley said the engineer 
is close to completing plans 
to upgrade the electricity in 
the Town Hall. He said the 
Friends of the Town Hall 
are looking at improving the 
windows in the upper level 
as well. 

Sewer abatement
The Selectboard received 

a sewer abatement request 
for a property at 80 East St. 
The water heater failed at the 
property, which resulted in 
a massive amount of water 
draining into the drywell and 
not the sewer.

After the Department 
of Public Works Director 
reviewed the request, he rec-
ommended abating the sewer 
bill for the time period of 
Oct. 1-Dec. 31, 2024. The 
Selectboard approved the 
abatement.

The DPW Director also 
reviewed a sewer abatement 
for a property at 40 Church 
St., which he did not rec-
ommend approval of. The 
Selectboard voted to deny the 
abatement request.

TRAIL from page1

March exhibition 
features the work 
of photographer 
Bruce Arnold

By Abby McCoy
Correspondent

WARE – Local photogra-
pher Bruce Arnold is capti-
vating visitors with his latest 
exhibition, showcasing the 
intriguing world of infrared 
photography at ArtWorks 
Gallery, located at 69 Main St.

The exhibition, which 
opened over the weekend, will 
be open to the public every 
Saturday and Sunday through 
March 30.

M a r i e  L a u d e r d a l e , 
E xe c u t ive  D i r e c t o r  o f 
Workshop13, was on-site for 
the opening, where she shared 
the gallery’s rich history. 

Workshop13 was founded 
10 years ago when two local 
artists purchased a dilapidat-
ed church at 13 Church St., 
transforming it into a cultural 
hub. The space is dedicated to 
providing quality art programs 
and experiences to the com-
munity, including art classes, 
concerts, and art exhibitions.

Lauderdale  expla ined 
that the gallery was a natural 
extension of their mission to 
foster creativity and provide a 
place for local artists to show-
case their work. 

“We offer a space for cul-
tural experiences, not just 
for artists but for the entire 
community,” Lauderdale said. 
“In addition to the gallery, we 
host art classes, open mics, 

and live model drawing ses-
sions every Monday evening.”

Wo r k s h o p 1 3  o p e n e d 
ArtWors gallery in 2019, 
where it often features solo 
exhibitions by artists like 
Arnold, but also organizes 
eight themed group shows 
each year. The next themed 
show,  “Celebra t ing  the 
Figure,” invites local artists to 
submit works that explore the 
human form, offering many 
interpretations of this timeless 
subject.

Arnold’s exhibition takes 
visitors into the world of 
infrared photography, a pro-
cess that captures light wave-
lengths beyond what the 
human eye can see. While 
infrared technology has been 
around for over a century, 

Arnold’s work uses this medi-
um to reveal details that are 
invisible in standard photo-
graphs.

Arnold, who has been a 
professional photographer for 
56 years, gave an impromp-
tu lecture during the opening, 
explaining the science behind 
his artwork. 

“Infrared light has longer 
wavelengths than visible light, 
but shorter than microwaves,” 
Arnold shared. “It’s invisible 
to the naked eye, but a spe-
cially modified camera can 
capture it.”

The infrared technology 
was first developed for scien-
tific and military purposes but 
became popular among pho-
tographers in the 1930s when 
infrared-sensitive film became 

commercia l ly  avai lable . 
Today, Arnold uses digital 
cameras that are modified to 
capture infrared light, replac-
ing the camera’s hot filter 
with a special infrared filter.

“What we see in infrared is 
not necessarily how it looks to 
our eyes,” Arnold explained. 
“It can reveal hidden details, 
like fingerprints or blood-
stains on a dark shirt, that are 
otherwise invisible.” 

For example, infrared pho-
tography is used in forensics 
to detect gunshot residue or 
in medicine to visualize veins 
and blood flow. The military 
also uses infrared to detect 
camouflage and objects in the 
environment that would other-
wise be hidden from view.

Arnold’s infrared photos 

have a surreal quality, often 
appearing in unusual color 
palettes, such as vivid purples 
and stark contrasts. While the 
infrared spectrum doesn’t nat-
urally produce these colors, 
Arnold uses post-processing 
to create the final look of his 
pieces. 

“Infrared photography is 
everyday ordinary stuff, seen 
with different eyes,” Arnold 
said.

Arnold’s journey as a pho-
tographer began in his teenage 
years. At 14, his brother, who 
served in the Air Force, gave 
him an old Argus C3 35mm 
camera. Arnold’s early work 
was self-taught, developing 
and printing his own images 
in his bedroom. 

Later, he worked with local 
photographers in Worcester, 
including Joe Bird and Mort 
Goldfader, learning the trade 
and refining his craft.

In 1973, Arnold and his 
wife, Deb, opened a profes-
sional photo studio, special-
izing in portrait, wedding, 
and commercial photography. 
Their studio ran until 1986, 
during which Arnold devel-
oped a keen sense for lighting 
and composition.

In 2001, Arnold’s career 
took a new turn when he 
began working for Fujifilm 
North America as a senior 
technical product marketing 
manager. While there, Arnold 
did not help develop infrared 
cameras but rather worked 
as a trainer, teaching law 
enforcement, military, and 
forensic professionals how to 
effectively use infrared tech-
nology in their work.

Three years ago, Arnold 

retired, freeing up more time 
to explore his passion for pho-
tography. He now uses infra-
red techniques to create fine 
art pieces, focusing on nature, 
architecture, and everyday 
life. 

In addition to showcasing 
Arnold’s work, Workshop13 
is also known for its ceram-
ics studio, ClayWorks, where 
potters of all skill levels can 
create and refine their craft. 

The studio is also involved 
in charity work, with students 
making bowls for the Amherst 
Survival  Center’s  annu-
al Empty Bowls Fundraiser, 
which supports food insecu-
rity across the region. This 
year’s fundraiser will take 
place on Saturday, April 5, 
where people can buy a hand-
made bowl filled with various 
foods, with all proceeds going 
to the community.

L o o k i n g  a h e a d , 
Workshop13 will continue to 
offer a platform for local art-
ists, showcasing their talent 
through various exhibitions 
and themed shows. 

“We’re not just a gallery,” 
Lauderdale said. “We’re a 
place for the community to 
connect, learn, and create.”

Arnold’s infrared photog-
raphy exhibition provides a 
unique opportunity to expe-
rience the unseen world 
through his eyes. The show 
will be open to the public 
every weekend from 1-4 p.m. 
through March 30, offering 
visitors a chance to see how 
the ordinary can become 
extraordinary when viewed 
through the lens of infrared 
photography.

Turley Photo by Abby McCoy
Photographer Bruce Arnold is shown with Workshop13’s Executive Director Marie Lauderdale 
at the opening reception for his exhibition at ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St., Ware.

Exploring the world of infrared photography
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its rich sound and energetic 
performances, has been a fix-
ture in the local music scene 
for nearly two decades. This 
Mardi Gras show was part of 
the band’s ongoing tradition 
of bringing the community 
together through live music. 

The band’s energetic 
delivery continued with piec-
es like “Hail King Zulu”, 
“Blues in the Night”, and 
“Makin Whoopee”. “Stormy 
Weather”, dedicated to the 
recent unpredictable weath-
er, featured a stunning saxo-
phone solo that captured the 
song’s melancholic beauty. 

The ensemble, led by John 
Sacco, delivered each piece 
with precision and heart, 
offering a perfect blend of 
nostalgic and fresh interpre-
tations of jazz standards.

The band’s lineup includ-
ed Peter, Mike, and Steve on 
trumpets, Christina on bari-
tone saxophone, Joane on 
alto saxophone, and Amy, 
Matt, and Sacco on tenor 
saxophones. Fred on gui-
tar, Cathay on bass, Paul on 
keyboard, and Jill on drums 
completed the talented group, 
each member contributing to 
the ensemble’s harmonious 
performance.

 Three of the tenor sax-
ophone players switched 
between clarinets and sopra-
no saxophones depending on 
the song, further showcasing 
the band’s versatility and 
ability to adapt to different 
jazz styles.

Sacco, the band’s lead-
er, introduced many of the 
pieces with fascinating tid-
bits. For example, “St. James 
Infirmary”, which Sacco 
noted was allegedly based 
on a true, heartbreaking story 
of grief. The haunting trum-
pet, saxophone, and guitar 
solos allowed the audience 
to feel the profound emotion-
al weight of the song, even 
without lyrics. 

Sacco also dedicated “Cry 
Me a River” to those who 
have experienced the bitter-
sweet return of someone they 
once cried over as they come 
crawling back for the need 
to be absolved of their sins, 
emphasizing the emotional 
depth the jazz genre brings to 
such timeless themes.

The second set contin-
ued with crowd favorites 
like “South Rampart St. 
Parade”, “Basin St.”, and 
“Green Onions”. The band 
also delighted the audi-
ence with “Mood Indigo”, a 
piece by the legendary Duke 
Ell ington,  and wrapped 
up the performance with a 
high-energy rendition of “Sir 
Duke” by Stevie Wonder. 
The encore, “Sweet Georgia 
Brown”, had the entire venue 
clapping along, capping 
off an afternoon of musical 
excellence.

The Weir River Jazz Band 
has been performing for the 
past 18 years, and this year 
marks the 20th anniversary 
of their larger counterpart, 
the Weir River Concert Band. 
The group has become a sta-
ple in the community, per-
forming regularly at venues 
like Workshop13, where they 
are able to showcase their 
passion for jazz. 

Sacco and the band con-
tinue to perform, driven by 
a love for music and a com-

mitment to sharing their craft 
with the community. 

Sacco explained, “We 
often do shows for little or no 
money, but it’s for the com-
munity, and that makes it all 
worthwhile.”

The band practices every 
Monday evening, with the 
Weir River Concert Band 
rehearsing on Wednesdays 
at the Stone Church Cultural 
Center in Gilbertville. Both 
groups are currently looking 
for new members to join their 
ranks, and Sacco encourages 
anyone interested in jazz or 
concert band music to come 
check out a rehearsal. 

Their next show will 
also be at Stone Church in 
Gilbertville, on June 1, once 
the weather is considerably 
warmer they will be holding 
that outdoor show.

The event at Workshop13 
was also a social gathering, 
where attendees could enjoy 

soft drinks, wine, and beer 
while relaxing and soaking in 
the sounds of jazz. The snack 
and merchandise area, man-
aged by Jon Hogan, offered 
Mardi Gras beads on every 
table, with freshly popped 
popcorn and drinks available 
for purchase. 

Roc Goudreau, one of the 
founders of Workshop13, 
credits Marie Lauderdale, 
the center’s executive direc-
tor, with everything run-
ning smoothly. Goudreau, 
who mingled with attendees 
during the show, remarked on 
the venue’s warm and invit-
ing environment. 

“It’s a place where every-
one, from children to senior 
citizens, can come together 
and appreciate live music,” 
he said.

Sacco’s enthusiasm for 
jazz and community is evi-
dent in the way he describes 
their  performances.  He 

explained that the band’s aim 
is to create an atmosphere 
reminiscent of a 1920s 
speakeasy, where the music 
resonates in your chest and 
every note is perfectly har-
monized. 

“We want the audience to 
feel the music in their chest 
and experience a perfectly 
harmonized performance,” 
Sacco said, speaking about 
their attention to detail in 
every show.

As Workshop13 contin-
ues to serve as a cultural hub, 
the Weir River Jazz Band 
remains a central part of the 
community’s musical fabric, 
bringing people together for 
the love of jazz, great com-
pany, and live performances. 
The band is deeply embed-
ded in the local arts scene, 
performing at various events 
throughout the year, includ-
ing their popular holiday 
show.

For more information 
about upcoming events or 
to join the Weir River Jazz 
Band, visit Workshop13’s 
website or stop by one of 

their weekly rehearsals. 
The band is always eager to 
welcome new members and 
share the joy of music with 
the community.

JAZZ from page 1

Turley Photo by Abby McCoy
A member of the Weir River Jazz Band performs a trom-
bone solo during a Mardi Gras celebration held in the 
Grand Hall of Workshop13.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The George Whitefield 
United Methodist Church 
in West Brookfield opened 
a Thrift Store in June 2023 
which offers low-cost 
children’s and adult cloth-
ing and shoes, household 
goods, home décor, books, 
toys, etc. to the commu-
nity on the first and third 
Saturdays of the month.  

The Thrift Store, start-
ed by a dedicated group of 
volunteers, has expanded 
since its opening in size 
and hours of operation, and 
has proven popular with 
the community, as well as 
supporting the church’s 
ministry and missions.

Efforts are made to 
update inventory regularly 
and seasonally as new mer-

chandise comes in, so that 
there are always new bar-
gains to discover, whether 
you are a regular custom-
er or visiting for the first 
time.  Donations of gently 
used clothing for the cur-
rent or upcoming season 
and household items in 
good condition are always 
in  demand and much 
appreciated.

H o u r s  o f  o p e r a -
tion are the first  and 
third Saturdays of each 
month, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at 
George Whitefield United 
Methodist Church, 33 West 
Main St. (Route 9), West 
Brookfield. For more infor-
mation or to arrange a time 
to drop off donations, you 
may call Jane Dolan at 
508-867-5571.

Thrift Store offers bargains for all

Submitted Photos
The Thrift Store at the George Whitefield 
United Methodist Church has everything from 
clothing to books.

The Thrift 
Store has 
a large 
selection 
of coats.

The Thrift 
Store offers 
a variety of 

different 
style shoes.

Stand-up 
comedian 
comes to area

BELCHERTOWN—St. 
Francis Church is hosting 
New England’s favorite 
stand up comedian Dave 
Kane and his “Jokes my 
Irish Father told me” show 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday March 
16.

Come join the fun with 
jokes, one liners, and sto-
ries celebrating the Irish 
sense of humor. 

The event is at 12 Park 
Street and the doors open 
at 1:30 p.m.. The tickets 
are $20 and they will be 
sold at the door. Please call 
Roseann (413 364-8161) if 
you have any questions.  
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Students 
celebrate 

literacy with 
guest readers
WARE – Ware Public 

Schools celebrated Read 
Across America Week and 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday with a 
Community Reading Day 
last week.

On March 7, 35 communi-
ty members visits classrooms 
in Ware Middle School 
and Stanley M. Koziol 
Elementary School, sharing 
information about their jobs 
before reading one of their 
favorite books to the stu-
dents.

Readers included college 
athletes, police, fire, authors, 
state legislators, a radio DJ, 
TV and newspaper reporters, 
bank employees, the town’s 
tree warden and many more.  

“The day is celebrat-
ed each year to point out 
the importance of reading,” 
said Jan Yardley, Director of 
Curriculum, Accountability, 
Professional Development, 
Fede ra l  P rog rams  and 
Grants. “It is a much-antici-
pated event for students and 
staff alike.”

Community Community ReadingReading  DayDay

Country Bank’s Jodie Gerulaitis 
read to Erin Walsh’s preschool 
class.

Lieutenant Matthew Simpson 
of the Belchertown State Police 
Barracks read to Courtney Lynch’s 
fourth grade class.

Students listened attentively as 
the book was read.

Tree Warden Josh Kusnierz read 
to Tyler Darling’s third grade class.

State Sen. Peter Durant read to 
Tiffany Hawk’s third grade class.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Community readers at Ware Middle School posed for a photo before heading to their 
respective classrooms. Shown front row from left are Dr. Ginger Coleman, Chris DiMarzio, 
Fire Chief Jim Martinez, Elena Palladino and Sheriff Patrick Cahillane. Back row from left 
are Justin Gonsor, Jim Lawless, Boomer and Lieutenant Matthew Simpson.

Town Manager Stuart Beckley read “The 
Lorax” by Dr. Seuss to Sara Stoddard’s third 
grade class.

Fire Chief Jim Martinez read to Rebecca 
Gonzalez-Kreisberg’s fourth grade class.

Ware Children’s Librarian Cathy Goulet read to Maura 
Balicki’s kindergarten class.

Officer Jeannine Bonnayer has some fun in Kelly Walsh’s 
preschool class.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

N O RT H F I E L D — T h e 
Ware boys’ basketball team 
made the trip to Pioneer 
Valley Regional High School 
in Northfield last Friday 
night looking to accomplish 
something that 23 other 
teams failed to do this sea-
son. 

Unfortunately, the Indians 
players didn’t celebrate an 
upset victory in the Division 
5 state tournament Elite 8 
game. 

The top-seeded and unde-
feated Pioneer Panthers 
scored the first 14 points 
of the contest and cruised 
t o  a  7 5 - 2 9  w i n  ove r 
ninth-seeded Ware in front 
of a large crowd at Messer 
Gymnasium.  

“We didn’t get off to a 
very good start in tonight’s 
game,” said Gene Rich, who 
finished his ninth season 
as the Indians boys’ varsi-
ty hoop coach. “I would’ve 
liked the game to have been 
a little bit more competitive, 
but Pioneer is a very good 
basketball team.”

It was the first meeting 
between the two squads on 
the hardwood during the past 
ten years.

The Ware baseball team 
has defeated Pioneer in 
the Western Mass. Class D 
finals the past two seasons. 
The outcome of those two 
games were decided in extra 
innings. 

The Ware boys’ basketball 
team finished the 2024-25 
campaign with a 17-6 overall 
record. It’s their second most 
wins in a season since Rich 
has been at the helm. The 
2018-19 squad, which lost to 
Drury in the Western Mass. 
Division 4 finals, went 21-3. 

“I’m very proud of what 
this group of players accom-
plished this year,” Rich said. 
“I’m also very happy for the 
seniors. Those five guys are 
very special.”    

The Indians seniors are 
Jason Mumper, Ben Torres, 
Owen McKeever, Justin 
Grout, and Noah Perry. 

The trio of Mumper (3 
points) McKeever (2 points), 
and Justin Grout (3 points) 
started in the Elite 8 game, 
along with junior’s Brady 
Guimond (3 points) and 

Jack Gaudreau, who led the 
Indians with 10 points with 
the help of five inside field 
goals. 

Ware’s journey in the 
2025 Division 5 state tour-
nament began with a 50-40 
victory over 24th-seeded 
Brighton High School in the 
round of 32 at Paul Orszulak 
Gymnasium on February 28. 
The Indians then traveled to 
Boston on March 5 where 
they upset eighth-seeded 
Fenway High School, 45-33 
in the Sweet 16. Gaudreau 
also led the Indians offen-
sively against Fenway with 
18 points. He scored 10 of 
his points during the fourth 
quarter. McKeever scored six 
of his 10 points in the final 
quarter. Guimond scored six 
of his 10 points before half-
time in the Sweet 16.

Ware made another long 
bus ride north to the Vermont 
border two days later. 

“We came into tonight’s 
game with a couple of ques-
tions,” said Rich, who has a 
113-73 record as the Indians 
varsity basketball coach. 
“The first question was if we 
could present some challeng-
es to Pioneer defensively. We 
do take a lot of pride in our 
defense, but we weren’t very 
efficient. The other question 
that I had was how much 

Indians lose to undefeated Pioneer
 in quarterfinals

Brady Guimond tries to dodge the defense.

Jack Gaudreau gets a shot for the Indians.

Owen McKeever attempts a 
three-pointer.

SPRINGFIELD – Following 
a win on Feb. 25 in the prelimi-
nary round, the Pathfinder girls 
basketball team fell to host 
Renaissance in the Round of 
32 72-20. The Pioneers’ sea-
son ends at 16-6 overall as the 
Pioneers had an excellent reg-
ular season and won a game 
in the state tournament for 
the first time. In the Round 
of 32 loss, Megan Clark and 
Greenly Lagimoniere had six 
points each to lead the Pioneers.

Pioneers Pioneers 
fall in fall in 
Round Round 
of 32of 32

Desiree Croteau makes 
her way down the 

court during the state 
playoffs.

Addison Doktor grabs 
a rebound.

Megan 
Clark 
shoots 
for the 
Pioneers.

Taylor 
Allen gets 

ready to 
pass into 

the paint.

Greenly Lagimoniere hus-
tles down the court.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Wrestling season has 
come to an end and several 
area teams crowned champi-
ons at the sectional and state 
levels.

In the Division 2 state 
tournament, Max Holloway 
took home a state title at 215 
pounds. Stella Christopher 
won a state title in the 
girls meet while Gabriella 
Ramos was a runner-up. 
Minnechaug’s Kal Ly won 
the  132-pound bracket 
while John Bermudez was 
a runner-up at heavyweight. 
Holyoke’s Steven Santiago 
finished second in D2 at 120 
pounds.

Ludlow’s Lucas Alvan 
was a state champion in 
the Division 3 meet at 175 
pounds.

In the sectionals held 
last month, Agawam had a 

big day with multiple plac-
ers. They had four cham-
pions. Ryan Sexton at 150, 
Max Holloway at 215, and 
Jordin Agosto at 126 all took 
home titles. Cole Ingham 
was a runner up at 175, as 
was Kaleb Progulske at 106. 
Keymani Rivera (157), and 
Tyler Gervais (190) both took 
third place. Agawam would 
finish third overall in the 
meet with 204 points.

Minnechaug was the sec-
ond-place finisher behind 
champion West Springfield 
with 213 points. They had 
two champions, Kal Ly 
at 132 pounds and John 
Bermundez at 285. Matthew 
M a c p h a i l  a n d  H u n t e r 
Gormally had runner-up fin-
ishes. The Falcons had one 

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – The rich 
tradition that is the Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Road Race 
will make its return next 
Saturday, March 22. This 
will be the 48th running of 
the popular race.

Louis Serafini was the 
big winner of last year’s 
event. He completed the 
very hilly, 6.2-mile course 
in 30:12. Serafini is from 
Cambridge.

The top female was a 
local runner from Western 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  A n n a 
Steinmen, of Springfield, 
came across the finish line 
at 37:00.

Ryan Davis, of South 
Hadley, was one of the top 
local finishers at 34:36. He 
was 20th overall.

This year’s race would 
feature runners from all 

over the region, the state, 
and surrounding states as 
many are preparing for the 
Boston Marathon, set to take 
place in just under a month. 

Many runners over the years 
have enjoyed using the St. 
Patrick’s Day Road Race as 
practice for the marathon 
because of the challenging 

hills throughout the streets 
of Holyoke that runners 
must navigate through.

Wrestlers complete 
tourney competition

Streets of Holyoke set for 10K Road Race

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
The runners are off in the 2024 Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race.

Please see WARE, page 10

Please see RACE, page 10
Please see TOURNEY, 

page 10
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Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – It is week 
four of the third round for the 
Commercial Elks League. 

After three weeks, Team 
BK,  consis t ing  of  Tom 
Bedard, Jeff Whyte, Paul 
Nothe and Mark Fitzpatrick, 
reigns as the #1 seed at 8-4. 
Tied for second place is 
Gutter Mouths and Last in 
Line with a record of 7-5. 
Gutter Mouths won the first 
round and received a berth in 
the championship roll off. 

Compression is in fourth 
place with a record of 6-6 and 
want to win round three. Daft 
Kings and Mailmen are tied 
for last with a record of 4-8. 
The Daft Kings won round 
two and will be competing 
in the roll offs with Gutter 
Mouths and the winning team 
of round three. 

In week four, Last in Line 

bowled against Team BK. In 
game one, Team BK won the 
game by a score of 361-344. 
Mark Fitzpatrick of BK began 
the match with a 112 to get 
the first win for his team. 

In game two, Team BK 
won again by a score of 343-
335. Vinny Navarro of Last in 
Line broke the century mark 
with a 104. In game three, 
Last in Line won the last 
game by a final score of 359-
341. Dave Chambers of Last 
in Line bowled a 101 to finish 
the match. 

Team BK won total pin-
fall with a final score of 1045-
1038. The #1 seed won three 
points. 

The Daft Kings bowled 
against Gutter Mouths this 
past week. In game one, Daft 
Kings were victorious by 
a score of 428-422. Every 
bowler on Daft Kings broke 
the century mark with Dave 
Cobleigh having the highest 
game of 118. 

In game two, Daft Kings 
won again by a score of 389-
370. Stephen Manolakis of 
Gutter Mouths bowled 108 
and Cobleigh bowled 103. 

In game three, Daft Kings 

won the last game by a score 
of 376-362. Cobleigh bowled 
a 110 and had a series of 331. 
Daft Kings won four points 
with a final score of 1193-
1154. 

Compres s ion  bow led 
against Mailmen; both teams 
are trying to win the last 
round for a playoff berth. In 
game one, Mailmen defeat-
ed Compression by a score of 
415-360. Bryan Surprise of 
Mailmen bowled a 116 to start 
the match. 

In game two, Mailmen 
won again by a score of 
390-338. The highest game 
was bowled by Surprise 
with a 104. In game three, 
Compression won the last 
game by a score of 394-377. 
Surprise finished with a 114 
and a series of 334. 

The Mailmen won three 
points, including total pinfall, 
by a final score of 1182-1092. 

Next week will be the half-
way point of round three for 
the Commercial Elks League. 
One more team will be join-
ing Gutter Mouths and Daft 
Kings in the championship 
roll off. 

Candlepin League News

Players looking to join 
the Valley Wheel Over-28 
Baseball League can attend 
the tryouts beginning Sunday 
April 6. The time and location 
of the tryout is to be deter-
mined.

T h e  l e a g u e ,  w h i c h 
plays its games in Western 
Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut, makes sure that 
everyone gets a fair share of 
the action. Everyone plays a 
minimum of 4 innings in the 
field, and everyone bats. The 
league follows MLB rules 

with some modified rules 
adapted with safety in mind. 

The Valley Wheel stands 
apart from other leagues 
across the country for this rea-
son:

Their league charter and 
one of their main goals, is to 
work toward having a league 
with teams of equal strength. 

The league is now seeking 
new players to fill open ros-
ter slots.  Enjoy the competi-
tion and camaraderie with a 
great group of guys who enjoy 
the game as much as you do.  

Stay in shape and make new 
friends.  Be part of something 
that happens once a year, and 
with luck, win a champion-
ship that might be once in a 
lifetime.  Grab your glove and 
cleats and join a team for a 
great adventure. It’s not too 
late don’t miss out; opening 
day is just around the corner. 
For more information, contact 
Jim Nason at 413-433-4308 
or visit the website www.
ValleyWheelBaseball.org

Valley Wheel tryouts set for next month

B R I D G E P O R T , 
Conn.  — The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (30-20-2-
4) blitzed the Bridgeport 
Islanders (12-38-4-3) for 
five unanswered goals 
in the final 40 
minutes to pull 
aw a y 
w i t h 
a 5-2 
win on 
S u n d a y 
afternoon 
a t  To t a l 
M o r t g a g e 
Arena.

For a third straight game, 
the T-Birds were slow out 
of the gates, forcing Vadim 
Zherenko to be tested early 
and often in the first period, 
as 14 of the first 18 shots 
in the game went to the 
Islanders. Marshall Warren 
broke the levee 12:47 into 
the game with a wrist 
shot that eluded Zherenko 
through traffic ,  giving 
Bridgeport a 1-0 lead.

After the T-Birds were 
forced to go down a man 
on a post-whistle roughing 
penalty, Liam Foudy made 
Springfield pay with his 
seventh goal of the season 
series at 14:45 to buoy the 
Isles lead to 2-0. 

Springfield finally got 
pressure on Hunter Miska’s 
net in the closing minutes, 
finishing the period with the 
final six attempts on goal, 
but the Bridgeport netmind-
er remained perfect, stop-
ping all 10 T-Birds shots in 
the first 20 minutes.

Zherenko was timely in 
the opening half of the sec-
ond period as the Islanders 
continued to mount a push 

to extend the lead. The 
Springfield backstop shined, 
with a pair of odd-man 
stops off Jack Randl and 
Adam Beckman to maintain 

the 2-0 score. 
The T-Birds final-

ly snapped out of 
t h e i r 
o f f e n -
s i v e 

zone funk 
at 10:31 as, 
on his  31st 
b i r t h d a y , 
M a c K e n z i e 

M a c E a c h e r n 
turned in the high slot 
and flipped a shot toward 
Miska ’s  ne t  t ha t  go t 
a  f r i end ly  de f l e c t i on 
from Nikita Alexandrov 
before finding the twine. 
Alexandrov’s 16th goal 
in just 33 games cut the 
Bridgeport lead in half, 2-1.

Like the Islanders did in 
the first, Springfield went to 
a power play and struck for 
the second time in as many 
minutes as Dalibor Dvorsky 
returned from retrieving a 
new stick on the bench and 
beat Miska under the cross-
bar at 12:17 for his ninth 
power-play goal of the sea-
son. The game-tying goal 
brought Dvorsky into a 
tie among AHL rookies in 
man-advantage tallies.

The tie score carried into 
the final period, and the 
power play came up with 
the difference-making play 
as Matt Luff sent a puck 
perfectly into the paint, 
where Matthew Peca guided 
it past Miska just 1:17 into 
the third to give Springfield 
its first lead, 3-2. Peca’s 
26th of the season eventual-

ly became the game-winner, 
giving the captain his sec-
ond game-deciding goal in 
as many days, an 11-game 
point streak, and the AHL 
lead in game-winning goals.

Samuel  Johannesson 
picked up assists on both 
of the T-Birds’ power-play 
goals, giving him 15 help-
ers on the man advantage 
for the season, tied for fifth 
most in the AHL. Corey 
Schueneman also had a 
two-assist night from the 
T-Birds’ blue line.

Springfield’s special 
teams were not finished, as 
just over five minutes after 
the Peca goal, Otto Stenberg 
retrieved a loose puck at the 
offensive blue line and fed a 
perfect blind pass to spring 
Hugh McGing on a short-
handed breakaway. McGing 
delivered the finishing strike 
through Miska, making it 
4-2 at 6:22 of the third.

Bridgeport’s power play 
could not make up the dif-
ference on a late chance, 
and Dvorsky capped the 
five-goal run with an emp-
ty-netter in the final minute 
to cap off the win. 

Zherenko completed a 
magnificent bounce-back 
performance with 36 saves 
for his 10th victory of the 
season and fourth in his last 
five starts.

With their magic number 
down to 18 in pursuit of a 
Calder Cup playoff berth, 
the  T-Birds begin a three-
game weekend on Friday as 
they make their lone visit to 
Upstate Medical University 
Arena against the Syracuse 
Crunch for a 7:00 p.m. puck 
drop.

Thunderbirds beat Islanders, 
move toward playoff berth

energy we had left in the tank 
after winning in Boston two 
days ago. I really don’t want 
to make any excuses because 
Pioneer is one of the best 
teams that we’ve faced since 
I’ve been coaching here.”   

P ioneer  (24-0) ,  who 
defeated Duggan Academy, 
57-39, in the Western Mass. 
Class D. finals, hasn’t lost a 
home game since suffering 
a one point loss to Duggan 
in last year’s Class D. semi-
finals.

The Panthers won their 
first two games of the 2025 
state tournament against 
Prospect  Hil l  Academy 
Charter and Old Colony by 
an average of 41 points. They 
won a total of 16 games this 
season by twenty or more 
points. Only two games were 
decided by fewer than ten 
points.

Pioneer was led offen-
sively in the Elite 8 game by 
senior Brayden Thayer (23 
points), senior Kurt Redeker 
(19 points), and sophomore 
Jackson Glazier (11 points). 
Five other players scored for 
the home team. 

Redeker, who scored his 
1,000th career point during 
the regular season, and 

Glazier combined to score 12 
of the Panthers first 14 points 
of the game. 

With 2:55 remaining in 
the quarter, Ware junior Alex 
Orszulak (6 points) fired a 
3-point shot from the right 
side of the key. The ball got 
stuck between the rim and 
the backboard resulting in a 
jump ball.

The Indians, who regained 
possession of the ball, final-

ly broke the ice 15 seconds 
later when Guimond bur-
ied a 3-pointer from the 
right corner. Then an inside 
hoop from Gaudreau and an 
Orszulak 3-pointer, sliced the 
Indians deficit to 14-8 with 
25 seconds left in the first 
quarter.

Ware, who was trailing 
17-8, at the end of the open-
ing quarter, only scored eight 
points in the second quarter.    

The Panthers went into 
their locker room holding a 
commanding 35-16 halftime 
lead.

If the Indians supporters 
had any thoughts of making 
a second half comeback, they 
didn’t last very long. 

The Pioneer scored 28 
points in the third quarter and 
held a 63-24 lead entering 
the final eight minutes of the 
contest.

S i x  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s 
third quarter points were 
inside baskets from Grout, 
Gaudreau, and McKeever. 
Perry hit a jumper from the 
left side before the buzz-
er went off. It was his only 
points of the game. 

An old fashion three point 
play by Mumper and another 
Gaudreau inside hoop were 
the only points scored by 
the Indians during the fourth 

quarter.
With eight returning var-

sity players, including two 
starters, the Indians, who 
lost in the Sweet 16 game at 
Hoosac Valley a year ago, 
will be looking to take anoth-
er step up the ladder in the 
2026 Division 5 state tour-
nament.  

WARE from page 9

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Brodie Koczur heads into the paint.

Jason Mumper drives to the hoop. Justin Grout goes for a shot.

Of the more than 6,000 
runners who were regis-
tered, 4,442 finished the 10K 
course last year. Race offi-
cials have said the participa-
tion level in the event is still 
rebounding from the pan-
demic. Prior to the pandem-
ic in 2019, race participants 
totaled about 7,000. The 
race was not held in 2020 
and 2021 before it returned 
in 2022 with around 5,000 
participants. More made their 
way out to the race last year, 
but that number was sur-
passed this year.

Because of that, the start 
of the race featured multi-

ple waves, though 4RUN3 
ran the bibs and electronic 
results kept accurate results 
for all those involved.

A number of this year’s 

participants were featured 
in the usual celebratory cos-
tumes and outfits for St. 
Patrick’s Day, while many 
others opted for cartoon 

and other fictional charac-
ters, such as Spider-Man. 
Several local running clubs 
also made their way to the 
race, as did the youth of the 
region. Youth participants in 
the race were as young as 
seven-years-old.

Securi ty  was in  ful l 
force at the event with 
plenty of presence from 
the Massachusetts State 
Police, Holyoke Police, and 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department, and the event 
went off without any inci-
dents.

If you’re still looking to 
participate in this year’s race, 
go to www.holyokestpat-
ricksroadrace.org.

third place finisher and five 
fourth-place finishers.

Chicopee’s  Michael 
Jenkins placed second at 
144 pounds.

I n  t h e  D iv i s i o n  3 
Western Mass. tourna-
ment at Mt. Greylock, 
B e l c h e r t o w n ,  w h i c h 
returned its program to 
varsity status this season, 
saw Jack Bergerson finish 
fourth at 175 pounds and 
Evan Perkins finish fifth at 
150 pounds. Brogan Bottari 
also took fifth place at 120 
pounds.

L u d l o w ,  G r a n b y , 
Quabbin, and Pathfinder 

participate in the Central 
Mass. Championship meet. 
Ludlow’s Lucas Alvan took 
first place at 175 pounds 
while Noah Simard was 
second at 150. Ryan Gomes 
had a third-place finish at 
126 pounds.

Quabbin’s top finish-
er was Abe Brown at 126 
pounds. He finished in 
second place. Three oth-
ers, Brady Dennis at 215, 
Brent Benoit at 132, and 
Cole Wilson at 150, all took 
fourth place in the meet.

Pathfinder had one plac-
er, which was Dominic 
Je r ry  a t  165  pounds . 
Granby’s Nathan Benson 
finished fifth at 113 pounds.

TOURNEY from page 9 RACE from page 9

The wave of runners head down the first stretch of the 
6.2-mile course.
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We have summer enrollment options 
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers. 

Structured daily schedule to include 
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts. 

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play. 

www.packardmountain.com

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
June 30 - August 15

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.103

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

      Race Into Summer at

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Space is
limited

so don’t
wait!

   Camp MacDuffi e!

Week 1: June 30 - July 3 
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18 

Week 4: July 21 - 25
Week 5: July 28 - August 1

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 7: August11-15

• Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s
 • Creative Writing • Theater • Science • And More!

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Our
Toddler Room 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24
2025 Summer Riding Sessions
June 23-27 • July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 • August 18-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD – 
Kamp for Kids, a summer 
day camp for children and 
young adults with and with-
out disabilities, has planned 
a season of special celebra-
tions in honor of the camp’s 
50th Anniversary, starting 
with a Golf FUN-raiser event 
on Thursday, April 10, 2025, 
from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
at Max’s Swing Lounge, lo-
cated at 1000 Columbus Av-
enue in Springfield.

The Golf FUN-raiser 
event will bring together sup-
porters, community mem-
bers, campers and friends to 
begin a season of celebration 

for 50 years of growth, in-
clusion, and joy for children 
and young adults of all abil-
ities. Proceeds from the Golf 
FUN-raiser will directly ben-
efit Kamp for Kids, helping 
to ensure that the camp con-
tinues to thrive for years to 
come.

Tickets are $100 and 
include access to the driving 
range, mini golf, appetizers, 
two drinks, and the chance 
to win exciting contests and 
prizes. Tickets can be pur-
chased at kamp50.eventbrite.
com. Sponsorship Opportu-
nities are also available for 
businesses and individuals. 

Those interested in sponsor-
ing this event should reach 
out to Kelly Brown at Kelly.
Brown@BHNInc.org or 413-
654-0930. Sponsorships can 
also be made on the event 
website, Kamp50.
EventBrite.com.

Founded in 
1975 by Dick 
and Judy Hoyt, 
Kamp for Kids 
was created to 
offer an inclusive 
camp experience for 
their son, Rick, who 
had cerebral palsy, and his 
brothers without disabilities. 
Over the years, the Hoyts 

have championed disability 
inclusion, inspiring count-
less families worldwide. 
Today, Kamp for Kids con-
tinues to honor their legacy, 

demonstrating that every 
child-regardless of 

ability-deserves 
the chance to 
participate in 
m e a n i n g f u l , 
fun, and edu-
cational experi-

ences.
Located in 

Westfield, Kamp for 
Kids serves children and 
young adults ages 5-22, both 
with and without disabilities, 

hailing from cities and towns 
throughout Western Mas-
sachusetts. Each summer, 
the camp provides a unique 
environment for growth and 
inclusion, offering activities 
such as expressive arts, out-
door education, arts & crafts, 
non-competitive sports, and 
a spray park-all designed 
to create a sense of belong-
ing and joy for every camp-
er. Kamp for Kids operates 
during the summer months, 
serving about 150 campers 
in three sessions.

“Kamp for Kids is cele-
brating 50 years of creating a 
space where every child, re-

gardless of ability, can grow, 
learn, and have fun together,” 
said Anne Benoit, Program 
Director of Kamp for Kids. 
“We’re excited to celebrate 
this milestone and look for-
ward to many more years 
of providing life-changing 
experiences that foster inclu-
sion, friendship, and person-
al growth.”

BHN has been provid-
ing behavioral health ser-
vices to children and families 
in Western Massachusetts 
since 1938. 

The agency provides 
community-based services 
that include innovative, inte-
grated whole-health models 
as well as traditional clinical 
and outpatient and therapeu-
tic services, day treatment, 
addiction services, crisis 
intervention and residential 
supports.

Kamp for Kids to celebrate 50 years of summer fun 
for all abilities with a Golf FUN-raiser on April 10

SUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDE

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – A 
teacher’s idea with the help 
of eight dedicated Post Grad 
students and the community 
came to fruition on Monday, 
March 3. 

P o s t  G r a d u a t e 
Employment and Community 
Spec ia l i s t  Ash ley  Roy 
thought creating a Q-munity 
Closet modeled on the one at 
the Quabbin Regional Middle 
High School would be a great 
learning experience for the 
class, but also a resource for 
the community at large. 

New Braintree Grade 
Schoo l ,  l oca t ed  a t  15 
Memorial Drive, where the 
Post Grad class meets, was 
a perfect location for such a 
project. The former cafeteria 
provided the ideal seating. 

It is located in the front 
section of the building just 
off the main entrance, where 
it has plenty of natural light 
and has a department store 
look.

The department store 
vibes were due to the fact a 
former plant and facilities 
manager for the Quabbin 
Regional School District was 

able to acquire display stands 
and racks from a department 
store. 

On the day of the Grand 
Open ing  s t a ff  member 
Michaela Valley was apply-
ing white sticky paper to a 
display box. This was a quick 
way to give the display stand 
a new look without having to 
paint it. The one she worked 
on was headed for the infant 
area which had many 0-3 
month sizes.

An email sent to parents 
said, “This is also very ben-
eficial to our Post Grad stu-
dents, who are able to work 
on their communication skills 
while dealing with the public, 
inventory of items, organiza-
tion skills, as well as build-
ing a small business.” The 
email also said, “This space 
is designed for all community 
members to pick out clothing 
items that you, your family 
or someone you may know 
could benefit from free of 
charge. We currently have a 
significant supply of brand 
new winter coats in a variety 
of sizes. If you, or someone 
you know could use one for 
this year, or looking ahead to 
next winter, please stop by.”  

Courtesy Photo by Ashley Roy
Kylie Gagnon takes new winter jackets out of their pack-
aging to hang on the rack before the grand opening of 
Q-munity Closet at the New Braintree Grade School.

ABOVE: Staff 
member 
Michaela Valley 
puts sticky paper 
on this display 
box, which 
will be used to 
display infant 
clothes. There 
are several more 
displays behind 
her as well as 
circular units for 
displaying items 
at the Q-munity 
Closet.

RIGHT: This display rack 
holds a good selection of 

brand new winter jackets. Please see CLOSET, page 12

Q-munity Closet now open in New Braintree
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Ware Police Log
During the week of 

March 2-11, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
22 miscellaneous calls, 17 
administrative calls, 12 traf-
fic violations, 15 emergency 
911 calls, five motor vehicle 
accidents, four safety haz-
ards, two harassments, four 
thefts/larcenies, one vehicle 
fire, six animal calls and 31 
motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Ware.

Sunday, March 2
2 : 3 6  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, Prospect Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

4:13 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Shady  Pa th ,  Se rv i ce s 
Rendered

7:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

8 : 5 4  p . m .  Wa r r a n t 
Service, Main Street, Arrest 
Made

A r r e s t :  D a r r i o n 
Bucknam, 21, Ware

WMS Warrant; WMS 
Warrant; WMS Warrant

Monday, March 3
2 : 4 4  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, Prospect Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

3 : 3 8  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Eddy Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

8 : 5 8  a . m .  T r a f f i c 
Incident/Crash, Gould Road, 
Report Made

9:05 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  West  Street , 
Investigated

10:19 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Shoreline Drive, 
Services Rendered

1 2 : 3 4  p . m .  T h e f t /
Larceny, Palmer Road, 
Arrest Made

4 : 0 1  p . m .  Wa r r a n t 
Service, Hillside Village, 
Arrest Made

Arrest: Daniel Kendall, 
53, Ware

WMS Warrant; Resist 
Arrest

6:16 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Church Street, 
Services Rendered

6:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

7:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Tuesday, March 4
3 : 5 0  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, North Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

4:26 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
North Street, Advised

Wednesday, March 5
12 p .m.  Abandoned 

911 Call, Fisherdick Road, 
Services Rendered

12:58 p.m. Assault, West 
Street, Report Made

2 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Ot is  Avenue,  Services 
Rendered

3 : 0 2  p . m .  T r a f f i c 
Incident/Crash, West Street, 
Report Made

6:18 p.m. Harassment/
S t a lk /Threa t ,  H i l l s i de 
Village, Services Rendered

11:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Thursday, March 6
3 : 5 4  p . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, North Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

1 1 : 1 1  a . m .  Tr a f f i c 
Incident/Crash,  Palmer 
Road, Report Made

2:38 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, River Road, Could Not 
Locate

6:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

9:08 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Cottage Street, 
Dispatch Handled

Friday, March 7
9:49 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

South Street, Advised
12 :44  p .m.  Veh ic l e 

Fire, Horseshoe Circle, 
Extinguished

3:23 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Elm Street, Advised

3:25 p.m. Safet Hazard, 
Belchertown Road, Dispatch 
Handled

7:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, 
Investigated

9:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

Saturday, March 8

3 : 0 3  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Aspen Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

3 : 1 1  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Eddy Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

3 : 1 7  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Eddy Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

8:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

Sunday, March 9
11:37 a.m. Weapons/

Firearms, Monson Turnpike 
Road, Report Made

4:31 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Greenwich Road, 
Advised

4:41 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Otis Avenue, Could 
Not Locate

10:31 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  Eddy Street, 
Investigated

Monday, March 10
5 : 3 6  a . m .  A s s a u l t , 

Church Street, Report Made
10:16 a.m. Breaking and 

Entering/Burglary, Valley 
View, Services Rendered

1 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Upper North Street, Services 
Rendered

2 : 3 6  p . m .  T r a f f i c 
Incident/Crash, Robbins 
Road, Services Rendered

5:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Gould Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

6 : 4 7  p . m .  T r a f f i c 
Incident/Crash,  Church 
Street, Services Rendered

Warren Police Log

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

During the week of March 
1-8,  the Warren Police 
Department responded to 
156 building/property checks, 
64 community policings, 19 
emergency 911 calls, two 
safety concerns, one fire/
smoke investigation, three 
structure fires, one fraud/
forgery, one threat, one lar-
ceny/threat, one motor vehi-
cle accident, four animal 
calls and 22 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Warren.

Saturday, March 1
7 : 3 5  a . m .  F a l l s , 

Presidential Circle, Mutual 
Aid Transport

9:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Bridge Street, Criminal 
Complaint

1 : 0 4  p . m .  S m o k e 
Investigation, Bridge Street, 
Investigated

Sunday, March 2
11:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Ware Road, Vehicle 
Towed

10:28 p.m. Structure 
Fire, Brimfield Road, Fire 
Extinguished

Monday, March 3
9:09 a.m. Safety Concern, 

Nelson Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

5 :14  p .m.  F raud  o r 
Forgery, Old West Warren 
Road, Report Filed

Tuesday, March 4
10:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Southbridge Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2:51 p.m. Structure Fire, 
Canada Lane, Investigated 

5:58 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Main Street, Report Filed

Wednesday, March 5
6:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Street, Criminal 
Complaint

11:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

11:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

1:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Criminal Complaint

5:56 p.m. Threats, Knox 
Trail Road, Report Filed

Thursday, March 6
5:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

6:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

10:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 

Issued
1:45 p.m. Larceny or 

Theft, Milton O. Fountain 
Way, Officer Spoke to Party

Friday, March 7
1:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

10:50 a.m. Unwanted 
Party, Old West Warren 
Road, Removed to Court/
Lockup

2:20 p.m. Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Gilbert Road, 
Investigated

1 0 : 3 3  p . m .  S i c k /
Unknown,  Ware  Road , 
Mutual Aid Transport

Saturday, March 8
8:48 a.m. Power Lines 

Down/Arcing, Southbridge 
Road, Fire Extinguished

12:21 p.m. Structure 
Fire, School Street, Fire 
Extinguished

1:17 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, South Street, 
Mutual Aid Transport

2:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Citation Issued

9:04 p.m. Falls, Bay Path 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

9:55 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Reed  S t r ee t ,  Nega t ive 
Contact

public safety

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Hardwick Police Log
During the week of 

March 3-10, the Hardwick/
New Bra in t ree  Po l i ce 
Department responded to 
46 building/property checks, 
28 directed/area patrols, six 
radar assignments, four traf-
fic controls, eight emergency 
911 calls, five citizen assists, 
two assist other agencies, 
one complaint, one safety 
hazard, one investigation, 
one motor vehicle investiga-
tion, one larceny/theft/shop-
lifting, two animal calls and 
15 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Hardwick.

Monday, March 3
5:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Lower Road, Written 
Warning

Tuesday, March 4
1:43 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Collins Road, 
Services Rendered

8:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Hardwick Road, 
Citation Issued

11:50 a.m. Complaint, 
Hardwick Road, Spoken To

12:23 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Delargy Road, Spoken To

1:05 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Mechanic Street, Spoken To

Wednesday, March 5
10:32 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Lower Road, Spoken To
7:10 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency,  Ma in  S t r ee t , 
Spoken To

Thursday, March 6
2:54 a.m. 911 Suspicious 

Activity, Church Street, 
Services Rendered

8:01 a.m. Medical Alarm, 
Hardwick  Pond Road , 
Transported to Hospital

4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

Friday, March 7
12:25  a .m.  Medica l 

Emergency, Off Ruggles 
St ree t ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

1 0 : 5 6  a . m .  S a f e t y 
Hazard, Main Street, No 
Action Required

2:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main  St ree t ,  Negat ive 
Contact

3:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

Saturday, March 8
7:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:54 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Delargy Road, 
Transported to Hospital

1:58 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Upper Church 
St ree t ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

8:03 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency,  Out of  Town, 
Officer Handled

Sunday, March 9
8:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation, Barre Road, 
Investigated

10:34 a.m. Larceny/
Theft/Shoplifting, Broad 
Street, Report Taken

3:39 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Broad  S t r ee t ,  Off i ce r 
Handled

3:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Prospect  S t ree t , 
Criminal Complaint

8:01 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Br idge  St ree t ,  Officer 
Handled

8:20 p.m. Investigation, 
Broad  S t r ee t ,  Off i ce r 
Handled

9:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

NORTHAMPTON – A 
Hampshire Superior Court 
judge today sentenced a 
Ware man to a four-six year 
state prison term after a jury 
found him guilty Feb. 26 of 
charges that included rape, 
strangulation and indecent 
assault and battery. 

A jury convicted Thomas 
Finney, 56, after deliberating 
for three hours, in connection 
with an incident in August 
of 2022 in which he assault-
ed a woman by strangling 
her, beating and raping her. 
The trial ran over five days, 
during which 12 witnesses, 
including the victim, took the 
stand to testify. 

Assistant District Attorney 
Sandra Staub, Chief of the 
Domest ic  Violence and 
Sexual Assault Unit, request-
ed a sentence of six-eight 
years in state prison on the 

rape charge, with 24 months 
to be served concurrently 
on each of the strangulation 
and indecent assault and bat-
tery charges, and 12 months 
served concurrently on the 
assault and battery charge. 

In making her case, Staub 
noted that her sentence rec-
ommendation falls withing 
the state sentencing guide-
lines.  

“There’s a reason the 
sentencing guidelines call 
for such a sentence upon a 
conviction of rape,” she said. 
“Rape strips a person of all 
power and control they have 
over their life and instills 
a deep sense of emptiness, 
fear, anxiety, and depression 
in its victim.” 

Defense Attorney Alfred 
Chamberlain asked for a sen-
tence of two and a half years 
in the House of Correction 

followed by five years on 
probation. 

“This  was  a  v iolent 
crime,” Superior Court Judge 
Tracy Duncan said to defen-
dant when she imposed a 
four-six year state prison sen-
tence. 

Duncan also ordered three 
years of probation after he 
is released from prison 
with conditions that include 
Finney receive sex offender 
treatment and alcohol treat-
ment, that he stay away from 
the victim, that he use no 
alcohol and submit to ran-
dom drug tests. He must also 
register as a sex offender.   

Criminal charges are 
based on probable cause to 
believe a person has commit-
ted a crime. All defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in court.

Judge sentences man convicted 
of rape to a state prison term  

The Q-munity Closet 
will be open on Mondays 
from noon-2 p.m. at New 
Braintree Grade School, 
located across from the Town 
Hall on Memorial Drive. If 
people  are unable to make it 
at that time, they may email 
Ashley Roy at aroy@qrsd.org 
to make an appointment for 
a time that is convenient for 
them.

Roy said this new stu-
dent run business endeavor 
needed donations of plastic 
coat hangers as well as used 
and new clothing. They may 
be dropped off on Mondays 
from noon-2 p.m. 

There are plans in the 
future to extend the hours 
of operation to Saturdays 
as well .  Both Roy and 
Superintendent Mucha were 
willing to man the store on 
Saturdays. 

Post Grad student Gagnon 
quickly offered her assistance 
on Saturdays when she was 
available. Two Quabbin High 
School students, who earn 
community service, volunteer 
time during the week at the 
Post Grad program.

The school has a washer 
and dryer to clean the used 
clothing. In addition to wash-
ing all the used clothes, the 
students sorted through it to 
make sure the clothing was 
free of stains, which the wash 
did not remove and tears. 

Everything is free, but 
there will be a donation jar at 
the closet for those wishing 
to make a monetary donation. 
Any proceeds would help 
fund, field trips for the stu-
dents. 

The email concluded, “As 
this is a new venture for our 
Post Grad students, we invite 
you to extend this invita-
tion to family members and 

friends, even if they do not 
have a need for resources at 
this time.  We want to pro-
vide the students with a lot of 
foot traffic to build their com-
munication skills and praise 
them for all the hard work 
they have done getting this 
venture off the ground.”

CLOSET from page 11

Turley Photos by Ellenor Downer
Kylie Gagnon proudly stands by one of the display racks 
she set up for the grand opening of the Q-munity Closet 
in New Braintree Grade School. New and used clothing are 
available for free. This is a project of the Post Grad class 
for students ages 18 to 22.

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Ware 
River News
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News
Death notices

Como, Richard C.
Died Feb. 21, 2025
Services March 10, 2025

Lubelczyk, Charles 
Stephen
Died March 1, 2025
Services March 11, 2025

Sauve, Barbara A
Died March 8, 2025
Services March 15, 2025

Watts, Michael Roger
Died Feb. 24, 2025

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Unsheared sheep
  5. Rock TV channel
  8. Streetcar
 12. Concerning
 14. Expression of 

recognition
 15. Greek goddess of 

youth
 16. An iPad is one
 18. Adult beverage
 19. Manning and Wallach 

are two
 20. Makes a petty verbal 

attack
 21. Tyrion Lannister’s 

nickname
 22. Pointed ends of pens
 23. Wristwatches
 26. Body part
 30. Made a mistake
 31. Adjusted
 32. Turkish honorific title
 33. Yell
 34. Historic Alabama city

 39. Cub
 42. Type of sea bass dish
 44. To call (archaic)
 46. Unfortunate
 47. Separate oneself from 

others
 49. Hero sandwiches
 50. Former OSS
 51. Open spaces in a 

forest
 56. Innermost brain 

membranes
 57. Fortune
 58. Hunting expedition
 59. Doomed queen Boleyn
 60. Peyton’s little brother
 61. Type of wrap
 62. Scottish tax
 63. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 64. An increase in price 

or value

CLUES DOWN
  1. Works of body art

  2. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

  3. A desert in Asia
  4. Eat greedily
  5. Doomed French queen 
  6. Beat
  7. One who survives on 

blood
  8. As a consequence
  9. Counted on
 10. Acquired Brain Injury 

Behavior Science
 11. Unclean
 13. One who does not 

drink
 17. Wild ox of the Malay 

Archipelago
 24. __ student, learns 

healing
 25. Bacterial skin 

infection
 26. Expresses surprise
 27. What one says on a 

wedding day
 28. Crony

 29. Where you entered the 
world (abbr.)

 35. Unit of length
 36. Side that is sheltered 

from the wind
 37. More (Spanish)
 38. Autonomic nervous 

system
 40. Violent troublemakers, 

originally in Paris
 41. Statements that 

something is untrue
 42. Greek alphabet letter
 43. Suspends from above
 44. Popular types of cigars
 45. Girls
 47. U.S. philosopher and 

logician
 48. Nocturnal hoofed 

animal
 49. Relaxing spaces
 52. From a distance
 53. Form of Persian
 54. Amounts of time
 55. Trigonometric function

In Loving Memory of 
Sean Michael 

Madigan
3-14-20 ~ 3-14-25

Sadly missed and forever loved by
Kevin, Brenda, Emily & Lee

BEDFORD,  N.H.  – 
Richard C. Como died on 
Friday, Feb. 21, 2025, at the 
age of 87. 

He was born 
i n  Wa r e  o n 
July 21, 1937, 
to Gaston and 
Anita (Lussier) 
Como. He was 
educated at Our 
L a d y  o f  M t . 
Carmel Parochial 
S c h o o l s  a n d 
Ware High School. 

Upon graduation, he 
enrolled at Babson College 
and graduated in 1960 with 
a BA/BS in Business. After 
college he served in the 
National Guard and upon 
discharge he was employed 
by  Lor i l l a rd  Tobacco 
Company. He worked for 
the company for 39 years, 
until retiring in 2000. 

He married Margaret 
A. Como (Briand) in July 
1964.

He is survived by his 
wife, their three children, 
Alison (Como) Goyette m. 
Robert Goyette, Richard 
Como m. Karin (Fortin) 
Como and Christopher 
Como and four grandchil-
dren, Katherine Goyette, 
M e r e d i t h  G o y e t t e , 
Ben jamin  Como,  and 
Samantha Como.

Dick taught his chil-
dren how to throw a base-
ball, how to bat, and how 
to throw a football. His 
steadfast commitment to 
his family is remembered 
with love and gratitude. He 
is recalled as someone who 
was always there for his 
wife and children, and as 
someone who showed the 
world that sometimes, being 
a dad is just about showing 
up. 

He cherished his wife of 
more than 60 years, with 
unparalleled love and pride.

Dick was always there to 
help with a move or to drive 
his daughter and her friends 
to the roller rink. Even at 
his most exhausted, he was 
always there to play base-
ball with his son after work, 
a sport he was delighted to 
pass on. 

He retained this ethic 
as a grandfather, look-
ing forward to the birth of 
his first grandchild for the 
simple joy of taking her to 
McDonald’s to have some 
fries. Dick never com-
plained, never expected any 
praise, and always kept a 
smile on his face – he had 
one of those strong charac-
ters that just was, without 
any need for recognition. 

His devotion ran rivers 
deep for his family, even 
for the most unexpected 
of members. He cared for 
his daughter’s cat, Mittens, 
faithfully, despite never see-

ing himself as a cat person. 
Somehow, she always ended 
up in his lap.

D i c k  w a s 
affable and kind, 
and never shied 
away from hard 
work. He moved 
t h r o u g h  l i f e 
with a dedica-
tion to the com-
munity around 
him. Dick was 
active in Bedford 

Little League as Coach and 
Manager in the late 70s and 
early 80s, winning the play-
offs in 1980. 

In 1983 he was appoint-
ed to the Bedford Board of 
Adjustment and served until 
1991. In 1991 he was elect-
ed to Bedford Town Council 
and served for nine years. 
Dick was a charter member 
of the Bedford Lions Club 
in 1965 and remained a life-
long member. 

He was also an original 
member of St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church, where he 
served on the finance com-
mittee and was an usher for 
many years. His Catholic 
faith guided him to focus 
on and demonstrate kind-
ness and love, never judge-
ment, above all else. He was 
an active participant in his 
church, and was always the 
most enthusiastic singer; 
he taught his grandchildren 
that it was ok for men to 
sing, express, and love.

He was jovial and fun, 
and always knew how to 
throw a good party. His 
cribbage skills stand out in 
memory; both his love of 
the game and his skill (for 
which he won a beauti-
ful loon cribbage board as 
proof). 

Even when competing, 
personable and good-heart-
ed,  and never said an 
unkind thing about any-
one. Emmy and Sam take 
their social nature from 
him; Rick, like his father, 
never says anything bad 
about anyone. Ben, Chris, 
and Katie will always show 
up and work without com-
plaint. Alison got his athlet-
icism, his crappy eyesight, 
and his hand-eye coordi-
nation (which most of the 
youngest generation missed 
out on). 

Dick loved his family for 
the people they are, showed 
his care through action, 
and spent a loyal lifetime 
uplifting his community. He 
kept his head up through it 
all, and loved his wife with 
a dedication even beyond 
words. He will be deeply 
missed by all, including his 
furry friend, Harry.

Services were held at St. 
Elizabeth Seton Church in 
Bedford, New Hampshire 
on March 10.

Richard C. Como, 87
HARDWICK – The fam-

ily of Charles Lubelczyk 
sorrowfully announce his 
passing on March 
1, 2025, at the age 
of 77.  

Charlie passed 
peaceful ly  wi th 
family by his side 
as his courageous 
fight with cancer 
came to its conclu-
sion.

Born at Mary 
Lane Hospital  in 1947, 
Charlie was one of five chil-
dren of Stanley and Pauline 
(Z ie l in sk i )  Lube lczyk . 
Charlie grew up in and 
lived in the small town of 
Hardwick, for his entire life, 
apart from a brief time living 
in Ware.  

Charlie grew up working 
on the family farm with his 
siblings, and continued to do 
so until his early 30’s. While 
not a farmer by trade in the 
years later, he was always a 
farmer at heart – never los-
ing the work ethic, ingenuity, 
and technical tinkering that 
comes with the lifestyle.  

Charlie worked at EJP, 
and the Hardwick Kiln for 
most of the remainder of his 
life.  His passion for problem 
solving and improving pro-
cesses were great assets to 
these companies. 

Charlie graduated from 
New Salem Academy in 
1966, where he was the 
President of the school’s 
chapter of the Future Farmers 
of America, and President of 
his class for his sophomore 
and Junior year.  As a young 
adult, Charlie continued his 
civic activities as a member 
of the Quabbin Regional 
School Committee. 

After their own children 
had grown, Charlie and 
his wife Jean opened their 

home to the fos-
ter care system of 
Worcester County. 
In 2014 they were 
awarded the Dorthy 
Sullivan Memorial 
Award for their 
dedicated service. 
They opened their 
home to the care 
of more than 200 

children over their years of 
service, providing children 
with a safe and loving envi-
ronment when they needed it 
the most.

Charlie was predeceased 
by his parents, his brothers 
John and Edward, and his 
daughter Pamela Brown. 
He is survived by his wife 
of 40 years, Jean, and his 
children and grandchildren; 
Paul and Crystal Mailhot and 
their children Matthew and 
Rebecca; Lisa Lubelczyk and 
her children Owen and Adam 
Faulha; Steven Lubelczyk 
and Keturah Sawyer and 
their daughter Eliza.  He is 
also survived by his broth-
er Chester Lubelczyk, sis-
ter Mary Ouellette, son-
in-law Greg Brown and 
over 200 foster children, 
including but not limited 
to Sam, Josephine, James, 
Christopher, Chris, Nick, 
Tyrese, and Karma. 

A Funera l  Mass  for 
Charlie was held on Tuesday, 
March 11, 2025, at 10 a.m. 
in St. Aloysius Church, 64 
Church St., Gilbertville, MA 
01031. Guests were asked 
to please meet directly at 
church on Tuesday morning.  
Burial was held immediate-
ly following the mass, in St. 

Aloysius Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers the 

family asks that donations 
be made to the Dana Farber 
– Jimmy Fund for cancer 
research (either by mailing 
the donation form on their 
website to P.O. Box 849168, 
Boston, MA 02284-9168, 
or online at https://dana-
farber.jimmyfund.org/site/
Donation2?df_id=2101&m-
f c _ p r e f = T & 2 1 0 1 . d o n a -
t ion=form1),  or  to  the 
Future Farmers of America 
(National FFA Foundation, 
6 0 6 0  F F A  D r i v e , 
Indianapolis, IN 46278, or 
online at https://ffa.givenow.
stratuslive.com/ffadonate).

Charbonneau Funeral 
Home is honored to serve the 
Lubelczyk family. An online 
tribute page is available at 
charbonneaufh.com.

Charles Stephen Lubelczyk, 77

WARE – Barbara Anne 
(McCoubrey) Sauve age 
86, passed away 
o n  S a t u r d a y , 
March 8, 2025, 
a t  B a y s t a t e 
Wing Hospital in 
Palmer.  

Barbara  was 
born on Jan. 25, 
1939, in Nashua, 
New Hampshire, 
daughter of the 
late John A. McCoubrey 
and Frances (Porusta) 
McCoubrey.  She  was 
raised and educated in 
Nashua, and on June 7, 
1958, she entered into 
Holy Matrimony with Paul 
Joseph Sauve.  

Together  they  have 
been happily married for 
66 years. Paul and Barbara 
lived for many years in 
North Attleborough, 17 
years in Palmer, and recent-
ly at Cedarbrook Village in 
Ware.  

Barbara was employed 
for many years as the book-
keeper for her and Paul’s 
Liquor Store,  Douglas 
Liquors  in  the Shaws 
Triboro Plaza in North 

Attleboro. She was also a 
stock broker prior to her 

retirement.  
S h e  w a s  a 

faithful Roman 
Catholic and was 
a communicant of 
St. Mary’s Church 
in Ware.  

B a r b a r a 
leaves behind her 
beloved husband 
of 66 years, Paul 

Joseph Sauve, her chil-
dren; daughter, Deborah 
Sauve, son, Michael John 
Sauve,  her  grandsons; 
Johnathan and Nicholas, 
and great-grandson, Cooper 
John.  Barbara also leaves 
behind her sisters; Gayle 
Dean and Joy Clyde.  

A Funeral Mass will be 
offered on Saturday, March 
15, 2025, at 11 a.m. in St. 
Mary’s Church, 57 South 
St., Ware. Burial will take 
place at the convenience of 
her family. Cebula Funeral 
Home of Ware is in charge 
of the funeral service.  

For more information 
and an online guest book, 
please visit:  www.cebula-
funeralhome.com. 

 Barbara A. Sauve, 86

LEICESTER – Michael 
Roger Watts, formerly of 
Spring Street in 
Ware,  was born 
on May 17, 1970, 
in Worcester and 
died at home in 
Leicester unexpect-
edly on Feb. 24, 
2025.   

He is survived 
b y  h i s  p a r e n t s 
and his brothers 
R i c h a r d  Wa t t s , 
Uwe Kirch, Marcus Nadel, 
Shaun, Jeremy, Justin and 
Eric Morrison, his partner 
Lilac Green and her children 
Ace and Hayden, and many 
cousins including Dustin 
Gaulin and Andrea Chevalier 
of Ware and Odessa Gaulin 
of Wales.

H e  wo r ke d  a t  b o t h 
Electro-Term in Springfield 
and Profiles in Ware as an 
Indus t r ia l  Main tenance 
Technician and at Northeast 
Security Solutions in West 
Springfield as a Certified 

Locksmith.
Mike was always eager 

to volunteer his 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
construction and 
mechanical skills 
to anyone who he 
could benefit and 
took great pride in 
his craftsmanship.

No service is 
p lanned a t  th is 
time.

Michael Roger Watts, 54

Cold weather 
clothing drive 
ongoing 
through spring

WARE – The Recovery 
Center of HOPE and the 
Quaboag Hills Substance 
Use Alliance will be hosting 
a Community Cold Weather 
Drive to benefit local indi-
viduals and families facing 
hardships.

They will be accepting 
new and gently used gloves, 
mittens, scarves, sweaters, 
blankets, base-layers, jackets 
and coats and new beanies 
and socks. 

Items will be collected 
through the spring and can 
be dropped off at the follow-
ing locations: Town Hall, 
126 Main St., Mondays and 
Tuesdays from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Recovery on Main, 78 Main 
St., Wednesdays from 1-3 
p.m.; Ware Library, 37 Main 
St., Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
7 p.m.; and Recovery Center 
of HOPE, Fridays from 2-4 
p.m. 
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ANTIQUE – ART – PRINTS – Victo-
rian era, some miscellaneous antiques 
including 1800’s Middle Eastern cooking 
pot, some musical instruments. Call 508-
612-9677.

SPORTS CARDS, over 100 Barbie dolls, 
old comic books, sports figurines, old 
sports magazines, old paperbacks, Elvis 
colletables, discounted. 413-530-6893, 
Palmer.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING 
& COOLING LLC. 

Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 30 
years experience, repairs, full and 24 hour 
emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors, 
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive 
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at 
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS 

“We can always work something out.” 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and 
static exercise. Fully certified in personal 
training and nutrition and insured in the 
state of MA. 

Call 914-708-7849 
or send inquiries to

faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200. 
Quality work. References available. Dave 
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
BW ROOFING

Insured, 10 years experience. 
Free estimates. 413-727-9846.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE – Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Executive Director for 
Community Survival Center

in Indian Orchard
Resume and references to

survivalcenterio@gmail.com
Need experience in Management, 
Public Outreach, and Social Media
Four-day work week; 5 weeks vacation; 5 
days sick/personal time; holidays
$60,000 salary

LOCAL TREE SERVICE looking for 
climber and ground person. 
Must have driver’s license in good standing. 
Call 413-507-1949.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

FIREFIGHTER/EMT

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill a 
vacancy for Firefighter/EMT. Paramedic 
Certification or currently enrolled in para-
medic school highly preferred. 

For application and more info. visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.

Open until filled

Worthington Police 
Department

Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time 
Police Officer. 
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years 
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess 
a valid driver’s license. They should also 
have a high school diploma/GED, license 
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts 
Municipal Police Training Committee and 
be POST certified.  

This is a benefited position with a salary 
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be highly 
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or 
near Worthington.  
This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief. 

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant

 contact information to:
Worthington Police Department

 P.O. Box 247
 Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us

Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed 
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT
NEWLY REMODELED 2 BR., 15 
Vigeant St., Ware. Close to center of town, 
off-street parking, coin-op laundry. $1250/
mo. plus utilities. No pets. 413-323-8707.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT
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Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

is offering our local businesses
an opportunity to advertise at a reduced rate!

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 3 column x 6"

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the April 3rd issue 
of The Journal Register & The Ware River News.

Ad deadline: March 19, 2025
Quarter page ad with story (4.75"x8") $275

Half page ad with story (9.75"x8") $460
Full page ad with story (9.75"x15.75") $650

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
& WARE RIVER NEWS

Tuesday  & Wednesday 11-6,  Thursday & Friday 11-7,  Saturday 9-4

JIM’S FORMALWEAR SUPPLIER

BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER

NAT FALK
64 Main Street, Ware • 967-6721

BIG & TALLS

Customer Service The Way It Should Be 

for 88 Years

All at Prices Below What You’ll 

Pay in a Department Store

FORMALWEAR SALES & RENTALS

YOUR DESTINATION FOR WEDDING, PROM

OR ANY FORMAL OCCASION.

Top Brand Clothing from head to toe

VAN HEUSEN SHIRTS TO FLORSHEIM SHOES

YOUR CARHARTT WORKMAN 

HEADQUARTERS AT 

EVERYDAY GREAT PRICES!

KNOWLEDGABLE SALES HELP  

 ALTERATIONS AT FREE OR LITTLE COST

Nat Falk has been in 

business for more than 

88 years, offering the best 

in men’s clothing along 

with personalized service 

at competitive prices.  

The business was 

started on Main Street 

by Nat Falk in 1936, with 

Joe Lask becoming the 

owner in 1977, and his 

son, Charlie, buying 

the business in 1989. 

Since then, Charlie has 

continued the hallmark 

of the store, offering free 

alterations (with some exceptions) in 

the store with prices at or below its 

competition for the same service.  

Nat Falk offers customer service 

that is second to none while still 

offering prices that cater to working 

people. “In today’s market of 

competitors inflating their prices and 

then running the same sales week 

after week, Nat Falk offers everyday 

great values. We don’t play the pricing 

games,” Charlie said. “We offer 

the best in personalized service at 

workingman’s prices.”

Nat Falk carries name brands 

such as Carhartt, Levi’s, Haggar, 

Florsheim, Izod, Van Heusen, Arrow 

and Carolina, just to name a few. 

They carry big and tall sizes and are a 

proud Boy Scout supplier. Nat Falk is 

the place to go for formal wear with a 

full selection of sales and rentals for 

that all-important day.

Come in today and enjoy the best in 

service at unbeatable prices. It is what 

Nat Falk has been about since 1936.  

Charlie Lask is the owner of Nat Falk, which has been in 

business on Main Street for more than 87 years. 

Nat Falk offers best men’s 
clothing for 88 years
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–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampshire Probate and 

Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 

Northampton, MA 01060 
Docket No. 

HS25P0133PM
In the matter of:
Gayle C. Tyler
Of: Ware, MA

RESPONDENT
(Person to be Protected/

Minor) 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 

OF PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 

CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 
PROTECTIVE ORDER 

PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405

To the named Res pondent and 
all other interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by Rob-
ert J. Tyler of Ware, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleging 
that Gayle C. Tyler is in need of 
a Conservator or other protective 
order and requesting that Robert 
J. Tyler of Ware, MA (or some 
other suitable person) be ap-

pointed as Conservator to serve 
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance at 
this court on or before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return date of 04/17/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written ap-
pearance by the return date, ac-
tion may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written ap-
pearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon. Diana 5. Velez 
Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 07, 2025

Mark S. Ames
Register of Probate

03/13/2025

Hardwick Planning Board
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the 
Hardwick Planning Board, act-
ing as Special Permit Granting 
Authority for the Town of Hard-
wick, will hold a Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, April 8, 2025 at 
6:45PM at the Hardwick Town 
House at 32 Common Street, 
Hardwick MA 01037.

Pursuant to Hardwick Zoning 
Bylaw Sections 3.2.3.i, 6.9.1 and 
4.0, this Hearing is regarding the 
application by Quabbin Glamp-
ing and Camping, LLC for a 
Special Permit for a campground 
at 3305 Greenwich Road on 80 
acres.  All interested parties are 
asked to attend.   

Interested parties can also 
view this Legal Notice at http://
masspublicnotices.org 

Hardwick Planning Board
    Jenna Garvey, Chair

03/13, 03/20/2025

public notices
Please check 

the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Coerc ive  con t ro l  i s 
intended to threaten, intimi-
date, harass, isolate, control, 
coerce or compel compli-
ance of a family or house-
hold member that causes that 
family or household member 
to reasonably fear physical 
harm or have a reduced sense 
of physical safety or auton-
omy.

“Coercive control is either 
a pattern of behavior or a sin-
gle act,” Tutu said.

These patterns include 
nine types of behavior: phys-
ical, social, restricting access 
to basic needs, monitoring/
surveilling/stalking, techno-
logical, financial/economic, 
restricting autonomy, psy-
chological and sexual/repro-
ductive.

Coercive control can also 
be established by three spe-
cific single acts. These sin-
gle acts include harming or 
attempting to harm a child 
or a relative of the family or 
household member; commit-
ting or attempting to commit 
abuse to an animal connected 
to the family or household 
member; or publishing or 
attempting to publish sexual-
ly explicit images of the fam-
ily or household member. 

Tutu gave examples of 
coercive control, includ-
ing limiting social or fam-
ily interactions, and she 
described a scenario where a 
woman was prevented from 
going to dinner with a close 
friend because her boyfriend 
parked behind her car and 
wouldn’t move. The person 
using abuse in this scenar-
io also told the woman that 
she’d “better not come home 
in a bad mood” if she did go 

to dinner with her friend. 
The person using abuse 

against the person in this sce-
nario was trying to prevent 
her from disclosing the abuse 
to her friend, whom she often 
shared intimate conversations 
with.

Moran explained that a lot 
of isolation through coercive 
control isn’t the person using 
abuse saying, “you can’t 
go,” but finding other ways 
(such as blocking the car in) 
or implying consequences 
to prevent the survivor from 
leaving. 

Tutu said coercive con-
trol also involves the restric-
tion of basic needs, such as 
access to health insurance, 
refusing to pay necessary 
bills, turning off utilities, or 
preventing the survivor from 
getting therapy.

Coercive control also 
involves forcing a person to 
share their location on their 
phone or tracking them using 
air tags and other technology, 
going through phone messag-
es or emails and more. When 
children are involved, Tutu 
said they are often forced 
to report on the survivor’s 
whereabouts and interactions 
throughout the day. 

People using coercive 
control will also threaten to 
harm children or keep them 
from the survivor. 

Threatening to harm fam-
ily pets, intentionally dam-
aging property, threatening 
suicide and using repeated 
court actions are also types 
of behavior seen with coer-
cive control.

Tutu shared a scenario 
in which a new mother had 
been isolated from her family 
by her husband, and prevent-
ed from seeing them or con-

tacting them by phone. When 
she finally leaves the house 
to visit her sister at a near-
by park with her baby, her 
husband tracks her location 
through her cell phone.

When the husband returns 
home from work, he offers 
to take his wife and baby for 
a drive to get ice cream, and 
confronts her about the visit 
to the park while driving. 
He begins to speed and drive 
erratically, while his wife 
pleads with him to pull over, 
fearing for the safety of her-
self and her baby.

Once he does pull over, he 
tells her “this will be just the 
beginning of your forever if 
you don’t obey my instruc-
tions.” The next morning, she 
goes to the court to seek a 
restraining order due to the 
use of coercive control by 
her husband. 

Tutu explained that the 
best way to complete the affi-
davit for a restraining order 
is to include the most recent 
incident of abuse, the worst 
incident of abuse and also the 
first incident of abuse. 

“Courts all have a safe 
plan advocate to help victims 
with filling out affidavits and 
to stand with you in front of 
the judge,” she said.

Tutu said it’s also import-
ant to include not only the 
facts, but how the incidents 
made you feel.

“The facts just by them-
selves can’t always show 
causation,” she said. 

She said it’s important 
for those seeking restraining 
orders against someone who 
is using coercive control over 
them, to show the intent to 
harm.

“You show intent simply 
by testifying to it,” Tutu said. 

The addition of coercive 
control to chapter 209A is 
the second recent change 
in the law that has helped 
survivors of domestic vio-
lence, with the first being 
the revenge porn law, which 
prohibits the nonconsen-
sual publishing of sexually 
explicit images, included 
computer generated images. 
Governor Maura T. Healey 
signed “An act to prevent 
abuse and exploitation” into 
law last June.

“Massachusetts is now the 
49th state to outlaw revenge 
porn,” Tutu said. 

Tutu also explained the 
difference between civil law 
and criminal law and how 
this change to chapter 209A 
is a civil law. Because of this, 
those seeking a restraining 
order for coercive control 
would need to file for one 
through the court system.

“Getting a restraining 
order is a civil act,” she said.

Once a restraining order 
is in place, and is violated by 
the person it is against, then 
it becomes a criminal act 
which is enforceable by law.

“If you have a restrain-
ing order, and if you feel as 
though this person has violat-
ed the order because you feel 
they have done something 
that is coercive control, you 
can call police for a viola-
tion of the restraining order,” 
she said. “A violation of a 
restraining order becomes a 
criminal matter.”

Tutu said the addition of 
coercive control to chapter 
209A has had a difficult roll-
out, but that judges and law 
enforcement are working to 
understand the law. 

“Everyone is still learn-
ing,” she said, adding that 

there needs to be more train-
ing for law enforcement 
officials regarding coercive 
control. “It’s going to take 
some time…everyone is still 
trying to figure out what this 
means, especially judges.”

About the task force
The Ware River Valley 

Domestic Violence Task 
Force serves Ware, Warren 
and Hardwick and is made 
up of community members 
as well as representatives 
from several organizations. 
The mission of the task force 
is to prevent and respond to 
domestic violence in these 
towns with community-led, 
community driven initiatives. 

For more information, 
follow the Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task 
Force on Facebook, visit 
www.waredvtaskforce.org, 
call 413-758-0605 or email 
wrvdvtaskforce@gmail.com.

How to get help
If you are experiencing 

domestic violence, you can 
contact BHN’s DV Program 
by calling 413-967-6241 or 
413-262-7103 (cell); Alianza 
DV Services (Spanish speak-
ers) 24 hours a day by calling 
877-536-1628; or Safelink (a 
statewide service) 24 hours a 
day by calling 877-785-2020. 

If you are using abuse 
and need help to stop, call 
A Call for Change helpline 
from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. at 877-
898-3411 or email help@
acallforchangehelpline.org; 
or contact Proteus Intimate 
Partner Abuse Education 
Program at 413-896-7231.

TASK FORCE from page 1 Antique 
appraisal 
event offered 

NEW BRAINTREE 
– A much anticipated 
“Antiques Roadshow”- 
like event has been sched-
uled at the New Braintree 
Historical Society muse-
um, 10 Utley Road, on 
Saturday, March 22 from 
1-3 p.m.

Renowned appraiser 
and auctioneer, Kenneth 
Van Blarcom from South 
Natick (https://kwvbauc-
tions.com/about/ ), will 
conduct an individual 
appraisal and history of 
your item, for all to learn 
about. 

The Society is thrilled 
to have Van Blarcom’s 
expertise here in New 
Braintree. His impres-
sive credentials include 
antique appraisal posi-
tions with Shreve, Crump 
and Low, Co.  and a 
Boston Directorship at the 
fine art and antique com-
pany of Skinner Auctions. 
Van Blarcom went on to 
start his own auction and 
appraisal business con-
ducting over 850 auctions 
over a 40 year period.

So, dust off your favor-
ite treasure, and prepare 
for some historical enter-
tainment. Limit of two 
items. Cost per appraisal 
$5. No jewelry, please. 

Refreshments will be 
served. For more infor-
mation, visit https://new-
braintreehistoricalsociety.
org/ or call 508-867-3324.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

VOTED #1 APPLIANCE STORE 
IN WORCESTER COUNTY 
4 YEARS IN A ROW!!! 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!!!

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Your dream home is out there, 
Spring is a Great time to look for a New Home!  
Step one? Find an agent who listens to what you want.  

I would like to be that AGENT.  
Call or email me and let’s talk.

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

WARREN - $1,145,000
Don’t miss this unique chance to own a thriving auto repair 
shop along with a stylish, modern home! The fully operational 
mechanic shop includes the building, all equipment, and 
inventory, featuring seven service bays and a prime high-traffic 
location for maximum visibility. With over 12 years of proven 
success, this business is ready for new ownership and offers 
significant growth potential. Adjacent to the shop is a stunning 
3-bedroom, 2-bath 1412 sqft single-family home is perfect for an owner-occupant or as a rental 
investment. The open-concept design creates a bright and spacious living area, complemented 
by contemporary finishes and modern updates throughout. The primary suite offers a private 
retreat with a beautifully renovated ensuite bath, while the additional bedrooms provide ample 
space for family or guests. The shop can also be purchased separately for $799,900.

Portugal & Its Islands!
September 12-26, 2025

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Golf Course
Opens In April

St. Patrick’s Day Specials
Check Our Facebook or Website

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Upcoming
March 25 & April 8
SIP AND PAINT

Starting at 6:30 p.m.
Visit Our Website For More Details

Function 
Space 

 Available

See Website 
for More 

Information

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – Lost Towns 
Brewing in Gilbertville is 
offering a new activity for 
guests to enjoy during their 
visit. 

During one day of the 
month guests will get to play 
some fun board games while 
enjoying the refreshments pro-
vided by Lost Towns Brewing. 
Alex Spurrell will not only 
provide the beverages and play 
some soothing records but will 
also provide fun board games. 

Spurrell believes there 

is not a lot of places in the 
region that  offers board 
games. He wants to offer a 
space for board game enthu-
siasts to come together and 
enjoy the company of other 
players and learn how to play 
new board games. 

“There is not a lot of places 
to play,” Spurrell says. “Bring 
some passion back into Lost 
Towns.”

Guests are also welcome 
to bring some of their favorite 
board games too. 

For this month, Spurrell 
brought some of his favor-
ite board games to play. One 
of them is called Takenoko, 

where players try to cultivate 
a bamboo garden with the help 
of a gardener and a hungry 
panda. The player who manag-
es the land plots best, growing 
the most bamboo while feed-
ing the delicate appetite of the 
panda, will win the game. 

Spurrell showed examples 
of the tiles and the players, 
featuring the panda and the 
gardener. 

The other game Spurrell 
brought that he also enjoys 
playing is called Dominion. 
This card game involves play-
ers starting with a very small 
deck of cards. 

In the center of the table 

is a selection of other cards 
the players can buy as they 
can afford them while they 
play. Through their selection 
of cards to buy, and how they 
play their hands as they draw 
them, the players construct 
their deck on the fly, striving 
for the most efficient path to 
earning points. 

One of the most common 
games played at Lost Towns 
is cribbage. Spurrell says the 
brewery gets a lot of players 
who enjoy cribbage, and the 
brewery has many cribbage 
sets and decks of cards avail-
able. 

Game night will take place 

once a month on a Thursday 
at Lost Towns Brewing and 
is one of my any fun events 
provided. Visit Lost Towns 
Brewing at 483 Main St. in 

Gilbertville, right off Route 
32. 

Go to ltbrew.com to find 
out more about the brewery 
and the activities they offer. 

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Game pieces and figurines of the board game Takenoko, 
which could be played at Lost Towns Brewing in Hardwick. 

Game Night offered at Lost Towns Brewing


