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By Zacharias 
Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

HARDWICK – The 
Select Board met with the 
Finance Committee last 
Wednesday to begin dis-
cussions on the fiscal year 
2027 budget. 

F inance  Commit tee 
member Mark Korzec gave 
an outline of the struc-
ture of the town’s budget, 
and said there are 150 line 
items, each one represent-
ing various town depart-
ments and their needs. He 
said that the structure was 
confusing, and he sorted 
the line items into broad-
er categories, reading them 
off from highest to lowest 
budgets. 

The categories in order 
are schools, administration, 
police, highway, insurance, 
general  government, debt, 
and fire. 

Korzec said schools 
account for about half of 
the town’s overall budget, 
and the water pollution 
treatment plant, which 
is not included in the line 
items, accounts for about 

$900,000. Korzec said 
that amount is equal to 
or slightly more than the 
police department. 

Korzec also outlined the 
top sources of revenue for 
the town, which include 
property taxes, receipts, 
excise taxes, New Braintree 
Police Department reim-
bursements, and payment in 
lieu of taxes. He said prop-
erty taxes amount to about 
75% of all revenue. 

Korzec said investments 
are generating little reve-
nue. Town Administrator 
Just ine Caggiano said 
the interest rates on their 
investments are starting to 
increase. 

Police Department budget
Pol ice  Chief  Kevin 

Landine said he is request-
ing $675,000 for FY 27, 
compared to the actual bud-
get of $650,500 for FY 26. 
Landine said the current 
budget is about 63% used at 
this point in the fiscal year, 
which he said is standard. 

The first expense for the 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Just as win-
ter nears its end, ArtWorks 
Gallery held an opening 
reception for a Winter Art 
Exhibit. 

A total of 27 art pieces 
were entered into the gallery, 
and the idea was put togeth-
er by an exhibition team of 
volunteers. Director for the 
Winter Art Exhibition is 
Joyce Eichacker, said the vol-
unteers select art themes for 
the whole year and decided 
on an open-ended theme for 
this show. 

Winter is a season that 
can cover a lot of ground and 
inspire ideas and emotion. 

Serving as the juror for the 
Winter Art Exhibit is artist 
Susan Tilton Pecora. 

She is a signature mem-
ber of The New England 
Watercolor Society, and had 
her watercolor painting called 
“Late Afternoon, Pine Street” 
display in the ArtWorks 
Gallery show. 

There  were  d i fferent 
mediums featured during the 
Winter Art Exhibit including 
watercolor, oil, pencil, acryl-
ic, photography and many 
other interesting mixes of art. 

Over 20 artists entered 
their work into the Winter 
Exhibit and some were in 
attendance during the opening 
reception. 

Sue Fontaine had two of 
her pieces featured in the 
Winter Art Exhibit. She has 
always worked with a variety 
of mediums and she has a fine 

arts studio based in Erving. 
The first is called “If Blue 

Was the Beginning and the 

held opening receptionheld opening receptionArtWorksArtWorks

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Terrence Kiernan of West Warren alongside his acrylic work “Birchwood” featured in the 
Winter Art Exhibit located at ArtWorks Gallery in Ware.

The Winter Art Exhibit 
will be on display 

at ArtWorks Gallery, 
69 Main Street, Ware

through April 4. 

SB, FinCom held 
budget meeting

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE –  The  Parks 
Commissioners met at the 
Ware Fire Station for their 
meeting on March 9. 

The biggest item being 
focused on was the guide-

lines for the use of Memorial 
Field. Copies of the listed 
guidelines were provided for 
the public to review and the 
Parks Commissioners, along-
side Parks Manager, John 
Piechota, went over each 
guideline.

Memorial Field is the 
home of the high school’s 

va r s i t y  b a s e b a l l  t e a m 
during the spring and sum-
mer months, which are fast 
approaching. The field also 
hosts youth football and soc-
cer league practice and play 
during the fall months. 

The first guideline reads 
“Organizations and teams are 
responsible for field clean up 

after all games and practic-
es.” Seeing no discussion or 
questions from the public, 
the Commissioners agreed 
that this guideline is appro-
priate. 

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
agreed that they want the 
field to look best for the kids 
who use it for practice and 

games.
There were many youth 

sports representatives from 
the town in attendance, who 
coach youth baseball, soft-
ball, and football. 

The next guideline is the 
Parks Manager has the final 
decision regarding oper-
ation of all town fields for 

play. The next is night games 
being scheduled once the 
nighttime low temperature 
is consistent at 45 degrees. 
Both the public and the 
Commissioners appeared sat-
isfied with these two guide-
lines.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Select Board met on March 9 
and had the fiscal year 2027 
sewer budget on their agen-
da. 

Water Pollution Control 
Facilities Superintendent 
Scott Potter answered ques-
tions from the board mem-
bers and explained which 
items in the budget are fixed 
costs and which ones are 
considered discretionary. 

According to Potter, he 
says the plant expenses could 
be considered discretionary.

T h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
said there has been a lot of 
in-house work being done 
and without having to budget 
for outside contract work. By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE – It was a day 
featuring strikes and spares 
as Roll-A-Way Lanes hosted 
a 10-string bowling tourna-
ment this past weekend.

This tournament was 
held to help benefit the New 
England based 501©(3) 
charity, Candlepins for 
Cancer. The tournament 
consisted of two shifts with 
over 30 bowlers entering the 
tournament and a portion of 
the $120 entry fee per bowl-

er goes towards the charity. 
Livestreaming the tour-

nament were Candlepin 
Bowling Network announc-
ers, Paul Grant and Greg 
Gouillart. Grant shared that 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Superin-
tendent  Stephen Duff 
said the North Brookfield 
School Committee voted to 
stay as a single town dis-
trict for the 2026-2027 aca-
demic year.

He said they have been 
in conversation with North 
Brookfield for about four 
years, first to look at the 
possibility of a regional 
agreement amendment and 
second to discuss the possi-
bility of a tuition agreement 
between the districts.

At the Feb. 26 School 
Committee meeting, Duff 
said he will keep commu-

nication channels open with 
North Brookfield, in the 
event anything changes. 

He said there were dif-
ferences in the project-
ed cost to provide special 
education services to North 
Brookfield students, and he 
said that was because North 
Brookfield had the students 
assigned one-to-one staff-
ing to calculate future costs.

“When we service kids 
in special education, if 
they’re in a small group, 
every student in that small 
group does not have a one-
to-one teacher, it would be 
one teacher with five stu-
dents,” Duff said.

Candlepins for Cancer bowling 
tournament held at Roll-A-Way

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Announcers Paul Grant, left, and Greg Gouillart of Candlepin Bowling Network broad-
casted during the 10-string candlepin bowling tournament at Roll-A-Way Lanes in Ware 
to help benefit Candlepins for Cancer. Grant is holding up a T-shirt which highlights his 
catchphrase whenever someone bowls a strike. 

Supt. gave update 
on tuition agreement

Select Board 
reviewed 
FY 27 sewer 
budget

Parks reviewed guidelines for use of Memorial Field

Questions needed for ‘Meet 
the Candidates’ forum

WA R E  –  W a r e 
Community Television 
and the Ware River News 
will be hosting a “Meet the 
Candidates” forum prior to 
the April 13 election, and 
we need questions from the 
community.

Select questions will 
be asked to each candidate 
running for the Selectboard 
during the March 28 forum. 

Please send your ques-
tions by email to pouim-
ette@turley.com by March 
27.

Please see PARKS, page 6

Please see SEWER 
BUDGET, page 6

Please see EXHIBIT, page 8

Please see UPDATE, page 13

Please see MEETING,
page 13

Please see CANDLEPINS, 
page 6
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Each week the Ware River 
News digs into its submitted 

photo archives and selects 
a people photo to publish. 
We need your help to help 

identify those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from

2022 showed Claire Guthorn, 
age 1, at the town of 

Hardwick’s first ever Easter 
egg hunt held at Gilbertville 

Memorial Park, sponsored 
by Eagle Hill School, and 

presented by the Parks and 
Recreation Committee. Claire 

and her sister Quinn were 
visiting their grandmother, 

Judi Korzec.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their 
names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony

JUMP   ❙   page ?

GRANITE   ❙   page 17

Saluting Our Local Heroes★
★★

★

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice

Turley staff photo
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APRIL 2026
A SPECIAL 

SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

DISTRIBUTED IN

ALL 12 TURLEY
COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPERS

PAINT  •  WALLPAPER  •  CROWN MOULDING  

REMODELS  •  MAKEOVERS  •  FURNITURE  •  APPLIANCES

HEATING  • COOLING  •  PLUMBING  •  ELECTRICAL  

PELLET STOVES  •  FIREPLACES • REPAIRS  

MAINTENANCE  •  CURTAINS  •  BLINDS

UPHOLSTERY • CARPET  •  HARDWOOD FLOORS 

TILING•  LAMINATE  •  DECKS • PATIOS  •  GARDENS  

SPAS •  LIGHTING •  TREES  •  FLOWERS  • BUSHES  

ACCENT PLANTS  •  SEASONAL DECOR  •  GRILLS

FIREPITS  •  OUTDOOR SPACES  •  FURNITURE 

HANDYMAN • MAID SERVICES   •  CARPENTERS 

INSECT CONTROL • EFFICIENCY EXPERTS

ORGANIZERS  •  QUICK FIXES

homehomeSpringSpring

homehome
gardengarden

lawnlawn
familyfamily

Your Guide
to Local
SummerSummer
Activities Activities & Vacation & Vacation DestinationsDestinations

Place 
your ad 
in New 

England’s#1 Summer 
Activity 

Guide

A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO

JUNE 2026

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills.  
Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

Birds braved winter weather

Submitted Photos
This hawk was spotted in New 
Braintree at the Gildert’s bird 
feeding station last week.

Donna Major of West Brookfield took this photo of a flock of cedar waxwings outside the 
Barre Family Health Center on March 6. 

H A R DW I C K  –  O n 
Saturday, March 14, the 
Paige Memorial Library 
will present Shenanigans 
with Friends, a local group 
who will perform from 3-5 
p.m., at the Hardwick Town 
House playing old favorites 
and deep cuts of rock, coun-
try, folk and R&B with tight 
harmonies and danceable 
rhythms. 

This event is brought to 
you by the Paige Memorial 
L ib ra ry  wi th  fund ing 
from the Hardwick-New 
Braintree Cultural Council 
under the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. 

On Tuesday, March 17 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. learn 
the basics of drawing Celtic 
knots and spirals with art-
ist Elizabeth Buck, includ-
ing some tips and tricks. 
Materials will be provided. 

Participants will cover a 
different knot about every 
20 minutes starting at 5:30 
pm. Drop-in anytime.

Story Time with an 
activity is held Wednesdays 
from 10:30 a.m.-noon. This 
is a fun time for young 
patrons to experience the 
library and a nice place to 
make friends.

 Drop-in for  Stamp 
Mania,  on Wednesday, 
March 18 from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Early Release Day at 
QRSD. Explore printmak-
ing with rubber stamps, ink, 
markers and more to make 
your own bookmarks and 
other creations. All ages 
will enjoy this.

On Thursday, March 19 
at 6 p.m. a portal opens at 
the Paige Memorial Library. 
Become acquainted with 
David Payne and his debut 
novel “Out of the Dark” - a 
portal horror about two sib-
lings, one who is taken, and 
one who spends their life 
searching. Payne has other 
short stories available, some 
to check out at the library.

On Saturday, March 21, 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. the 
library will host a drop-in 
Springtide celebration. The 
seed library will debut, they 
will have fun make-and-
take crafts, and more. If 
you are a baker, bring some 
goodies.  

S a t u r d a y s ,  t h r o u g h 
March 28 drop in to Pam 
Hinckley’s adult handcraft 
workshops from 10:45 a.m.-
12:15 p.m.

On Tuesday, March 24 at 

5:30 p.m. and Wednesday, 
March 25 at 2:30 p.m. join 
the library for Pysanky - 
Ukrainian Egg Decorating. 
Come learn the traditional 
process of egg decorating 
using wax and dye. 

It is said that creating 
Pysanka fights evil in the 
world. Come create. Bring a 
fresh white egg. The library 
will provide the beeswax, 
dye, and kistkas.

On Tuesday,  March 
31 from 6-7 p.m. Page to 
Screen will discuss “Hail 
Mary”. Read the book and/
or watch the new movie, 
then come together to dis-
cuss your favorite parts and 
plot points that make you 
cringe.

 Other ongoing library 
activities include the Paige 
Book Club, the Cookbook 
Club, Celebrate Hardwick, 
the Ongoing Book Sale, 
the Paige Writers, and the 
Movie Festival Committee. 
Come join a group or sug-
gest a new one. More events 
are coming. 

Check the  l ibrary’s 
Facebook page and web-
site at www.facebook.com/
paigelibrary and www.
paigelibrary.com.

Spring forward at Paige Memorial Library

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Local amateur radio oper-
ators and the public are 
invited to the next Quaboag 
Valley Amateur Radio Club 
meeting, March 30 at 6:30 
p.m. at the West Brookfield 
Senior Center, 73 Central 
St. 

This month’s program 
features Smitty KC1IKA, 
who serves as a Net Control 
Station (NCS) for ARES, 
Skywarn, and CERT – roles 

that require staying on the 
air when conditions are at 
their worst.

Smit ty wil l  share a 
behind‑the‑scenes look at 
how he prepares for storms, 
power outages, and field 
deployments. His presen-
tation covers the radios he 
relies on, the battery and 
solar systems he built, and 
the reasoning behind his 
equipment choices. He’ll 
also discuss situational 

awareness techniques and 
multiple methods for main-
taining communication 
when the grid goes down.

Whether you’re involved 
in emergency communica-
tions or simply enjoy oper-
ating portable from parks, 
summits, or Field Day 
sites, you’ll come away 
with practical ideas you can 
apply to your own setup. All 
are welcome to attend. 

For more information 

about the club, upcoming 
events, or licensing oppor-
tunities, visit www.QVARC.
com. 

The club also will be 
having a VE session for any 
hams looking to upgrade or 
newcomers looking to test 
for the first time. The exam 
fee is $15. Session starts at 
5:30 p.m. Questions? Please 
email Peter at pbaldracchi@
charter.net.

Ham radio club meeting to be held March 30

WA R E  –  T r i n i t y 
Episcopal Church, corner 
of Park and Pleasant streets, 
will host a corned beef and 
cabbage dinner on Tuesday, 
March 17 from 5-6:30 p.m.

This meal is drive-up/
take-out only. The cost is $15 
per meal and includes corned 
beef, cabbage, potatoes, car-
rots, bread and dessert.

Please call 
413-967-6100 
to reserve meals 
by leaving your 
name, number of meals and 
phone number.

All proceeds from the din-
ner benefit parish mission 
and ministries serving your 
community. 

Trinity hosts corned beef and 
cabbage dinner March 17
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, March 14th
7pm-11pm

Malarkey
Upcoming 

  Events
Saturday, 

March 28th
7pm-11pm

Caboodle
EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke
EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

Kelly Bado, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry

Eye Exams

Barre Opticians
395 Main St., Barre

978-355-2191

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Most Insurances Accepted

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
TOP DOLLAR PAID

CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs
GOOD OR JUNK

“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

WARE – The Community 
Development Authority held 
a public hearing Monday to 
review and discuss appli-
cations from organizations 
looking for funding from the 
Community Development 
Block Grant. 

The CDBG is designed to 
help towns fund infrastruc-
ture improvements, as well 
as social services. This year, 
the town of Ware applied for 
the entire $950,000 maxi-
mum that was available. 

Four  socia l  serv ices 
submi t t ed  app l i ca t ions 
for funding, including the 
Friends of the Senior Center, 
The Literacy Project, the 
Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corporation’s 
Senior Outreach Program, 
and the Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task 
Force. The infrastructure 
to be funded is the Cottage 
Street project. 

Friends of the
 Senior Center

The Friends of the Senior 
Center requested $3,000 
from the CDBG funds to 
provide free lunches, craft-
ing, and senior entertainment 
at the Ware Senior Center. 
Members of the CDA noted 
that this application was 
focused more on entertain-
ment than social services, 
which is what the funding is 
designed for. 

Erica Johnson, a repre-
sentative from the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
said she was concerned about 
the application because it 
was a small request, and it 
would cost $6,000 dollars 
for the PVPC to oversee it, 
regardless of the fact the 
request was half of that. She 

suggested the Friends of the 
Senior Center seek funding 
from another source. 

The Literacy Project
The Literacy Project 

requested $60,000 from 
the CDBG funds. Colleen 
Kucinski,  the executive 
director of the organiza-
tion was in attendance, and 
explained that The Literacy 
Project helps students pursue 
a GED, or a career. 

She said on average, 
there are 50 residents from 
Ware enrolled yearly, and 
they rank 10th in the state 
out of 70 similar programs. 
She said they do not charge 
tuition, and provide students 
with Chromebooks as need-
ed. 

She said this request was 
lower than last year because 
she wanted to be reason-
able about the other services 
applying for funds. The CDA 
clarified that this is a contin-
uation service, and has been 
funded in the past. 

QVCDC Senior 
Outreach Program

The QVCDC requested 
$38,000 in funding. Melissa 
Fales, who runs the program, 
submitted a letter to the CDA 
explaining what they do. She 
wrote that 33 seniors are ser-
viced by the program, and 11 
are regulars, and they provide 
grocery, pharmacy, and trans-
portation services to seniors. 

She said the average age 
of participants is age 76, and 
eight of them receive SNAP 
benefits.

Domestic Violence 
Task Force

The Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task 
Force requested $71,578 in 
funding. Monica Moran, the 
director of the task force was 

in attendance, and explained 
that the members of the force 
meet monthly to gauge the 
community, and its response 
to domestic violence. 

She said that a member of 
the Ware Police Department 
attends their meetings, and 
calls to the police involv-
ing domestic violence are 
referred to the Behavioral 
Health Network. She said the 
task force also has quarter-
ly meetings with the chiefs 
of police of Ware, Hardwick, 
and Warren. 

She said the task force 
is going to hold training for 
police officers on coercive 
control, and she anticipates 
20-25 officers to be present. 
Moran clarified that only the 
Ware officers would be fund-
ed by the grant. 

She said the requested 
sum of $71,578 covers the 
coordinator salary, travel, and 
outreach. 

Cottage Street
Johnson said this project 

is going to be multi-phased. 
She said phase 1 of the proj-
ect was funded by the 2025 
application, and a procure-
ment should be coming soon. 

She said phase 1 is going 
to focus mostly on water, and 
phase 2 would pick up where 
the first phase left off, then 
focus on sewer. She said the 
entire project also involves 
drainage, and street and side-
walk improvements. 

Johnson said an estimate 
for the entire project, which 
was from a year and a half 
ago, was quoted at $2 billion. 
Johnson said the construction 
budget for this application is 
over $600,000, and last year 
it was about $440,000. 

Discussion on applications
Johnson explained that 

the CDA does not have to 

fund social services, and all 
of that money could possibly 
go towards the Cottage Street 
project. Brandy Bruso, the 
chair of the CDA said it was 
possible that a reduction of 
social service funding could 
improve the construction 
project. 

Selectboard member Ken 
Willette said that adding 
more money to the construc-
tion, and moving too fast 
with it could make oversee-
ing the project difficult. 

Bruso said that the 2021 
CDBG funded the design of 
the project, and it is import-
ant to see it through. 

Director of Planning & 
Community Development 
Paralee Smith said the senior 
outreach program is import-
ant to fund. The authority 
members agreed to not fund 
the Friends of the Senior 
Center, and instead put that 
$3,000 towards Cottage 
Street. 

All  other social  ser-
vices  were a l l  granted 
their full requests, pending 
Selectboard approval. 

The CDA said the Cottage 
Street budget is $613,422. 

Regular meeting
The CDA held a regular 

meeting after the public hear-
ing. Smith said that applica-
tions from the millyard for 
a ramp, as well as from the 
fitness center in the millyard 
may be coming in soon. 

Smith said she added 
grant opportunit ies and 
development opportunities 
to the town website, and has 
worked to update the entire 
Ware site. The CDA is sched-
uled to meet next on April 6 
at 6:30 p.m. 

community
CDA reviewed CDBG grant applicationsWare Senior Center 

NEWS
WARE – The Ware 

Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, March 16

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lisa

Tuesday, March 17
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11 a.m. Lunch St. 

Patrick’s Day/Birthday 
Party. Music by The 
Elderly Brothers.

•	 1-2 p.m. Food Bank of 
Western MA Mobile 
Food Pantry at Grenville 
Park.

•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 
$3 per class

•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 
at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, March 18
•	 9 a.m. Tai-Chi 
•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 12:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-

Laugh

Thursday, March 19
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club 

(weather permitting)
•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 

for Beginners
•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, March 20
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat 
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50
 unless otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, March 16
Chicken Fingers, French 

Fries, Tossed Salad, Dessert 
of the Day

Tuesday, March 17
St Patrick’s Day/
Birthday Party

Corned Beef, Cabbage, 
Baby Carrots, Dessert of 
the Day, Music by The 
Elderly Brothers

Wednesday, March 18
Brunch

French Toast, Scrambled 
Eggs, Bacon, Dessert of the 
Day

Thursday, March 19
American Chop Suey, 

Tossed Salad, Dessert of the 
Day

Friday, March 20
Baked Fish, Au Gratin 

Potatoes, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

PALMER – We have all 
heard Carpe Diem-seize the 
day, well our local rivers 
need us to step up to care 
for them as we enjoy their 
beauty. 

J o i n  t h e  C h i c o p e e 
4Rivers Watershed, C4R, 
group as its members seek 
to continue their efforts to 
do that. 

The  fi r s t  ga ther ing 
in 2026 will be held on 
Sunday, March 22 from 
2-4 p.m. in the Palmer 
Historical Cultural Center, 
2072 Main St . ,  Three 
Rivers.

Come hear what C4R 
has accomplished and 

how you can help to keep 
it going. They will review 
water quality monitoring, 
paddling trails, clean ups, 
trail stewardship, leadership 
needs, and more. 

For more information, 
email chicopeewatershed@
gmail.com.

C4R watershed council to 
hold gathering March 22

WARE – Beaver Lake 
Club Corporation of Ware 
announces its annual Louis 
H. Healy Scholarship of up 
to $1000. 

These scholarships will 
be presented to deserving 
high school seniors or cur-
rent college students who 
are residents of the town of 

Ware or who are a member 
of the Beaver Lake Club 
Community. 

The scholarship is given 
in the memory of Louis 
Healy a long time and well- 
respected member of the 
Beaver Lake community and 
the town of Ware. Lou was 
an active leader and partici-

pant in both town and com-
munity matters and his fam-
ily and friends continue to 
celebrate his thoughts, ide-
als, and memory by awarding 
this yearly academic schol-
arship. 

The application deadline 
is April 17, 2026 and applica-
tions must be postmarked by 

that date. The selected recip-
ient will be and the schol-
arships will be awarded in 
early June. 

Applications and informa-
tion can be obtained by send-
ing an email to ctrietsch22@
gmail.com or by mailing a 
request to BLCC: P.O. Box 
253, Ware, MA 01082

Beaver Lake Club Corporation offers scholarship

Send Us Your Photos!
warerivernews@turley.com
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OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

One of my favorite seed 
and plant catalogs of 
all time is Richters 

Herbs (richters.com). I look 
forward to the paper copy 
arriving in the mail by early 
December.  

The company is out 
of Ontario, Canada, 
and offers over 1,200 
un ique  va r i e t i e s , 
mostly herbs of all 
kinds with a few veg-
etables thrown in for 
good measure. I’ve 
ordered from them for 
well over two decades 
and think their products are 
just great, everything from 
common culinary herbs to 
unique medicinal plants and 
everything in between, even 
dye plants and ornamentals.  

I love how the seeds are 
packaged in foil lined enve-
lopes and quantities are lib-
eral, often giving you enough 
seed for two or three years 
of sowing, depending on the 
variety. On occasion I have 
had to order plants that I 
couldn’t find locally and 
despite the distance, they 
arrive in good shape.  

Basil (Ocimum spp) is 
one plant in particular that 
we typically order seed of, 
and we will soon be starting 
it indoors. The Richters cat-
alog boasts 29 varieties, and 
we grow nine of them in the 
Paul Rogers Herb Garden at 
Old Sturbridge Village.  

A trip to our herb garden 
in season is really worth-
while. Who doesn’t like 
Italian or Genovese basil? 
Picture the pesto!  

But in addition to our old 
favorites, there is lemon, 
anise, cinnamon and spice, 
each with fragrant leaves. 
Looking for unique foliage? 
Try dark opal, whose leaves 
are tinted dark purple or bush 
basil, whose tiny leaves alto-
gether make a round globe of 
a plant, and who could leave 
out lettuce leaf, with its crin-
kled pale green leaves.  

Over the years I have 

found that there are just 
a few obstacles to growing 
great basil. Seeds should be 
planted indoors – rarely will 
they do well from an outdoor 
sowing.  

Start  basil  about the 
same time that tomatoes are 
sown, in mid to late March. 
Make shallow furrows and 
space the seed one-eighth of 
an inch apart in rows with-
in a small pot or seed pack.  
When true leaves form pluck 
out the tiny seedling and 
transplant it into a cell of a 
four or six pack, or an indi-
vidual tiny pot.  

Grow on indoors until the 
weather improves. Basil is 
particularly cold sensitive, 
so be sure that all danger of 
frost has passed before trans-
planting it into the garden.   

Downy mildew disease 
was discovered to be preva-
lent some years back. While I 
don’t take any particular pre-
cautions, and my basil shows 
little sign of the familiar leaf 
blotching, Richters does offer 
seeds of resistant varieties 
for you to try if this disease 
has been troublesome in your 
garden.

Basil foliage has also been 
known to burn if planted out-
doors without a period of 
hardening off.  For this rea-
son, gradually get seedlings 
used to bright sun and wind 
over the course of a week 
before planting in the ground.  

Provide your transplants 
with fertile, well-drained soil 
in a sunny spot. If, over the 
course of the summer you 
notice that the leaves are 
no longer grass-green, but 

instead are pale or even turn-
ing brown, your plants may 
have a nitrogen deficiency. 

I usually have had to “top 
dress” my basil twice after 
planting, each time with a 
sprinkling of balanced organ-
ic fertilizer and some aged 
compost. Usually they green 

up in a matter of days.
Basil has the insatia-

ble desire to flower. 
We must “deadhead” 
or the plant will ful-

fill its earthly desire to 
reproduce by making and 
dropping seed, all at the 
expense of foliage produc-
tion.  

Since we grow this plant 
for its leaves and not its seed, 
or its flowers for that matter, 
clip away the buds at the first 
sign of them. Another chal-
lenge to basil growing has 
been the Japanese beetle.  

Basil leaves riddled with 
chew marks should best be 
removed. Japanese beetles 
are relatively easy to hand 
pick in the morning and at 
night.  

A gentle tap on a leaf will 
easily knock beetles into 
a wide mouth jar of soapy 
water positioned underneath. 
Ideally, basil leaves should 
be harvested after the dew 
has dried in the morning but 
before the sun shines too 
brightly; at that particular 
time its oils are the most pun-
gent.

Enjoy the new catalog rec-
ommendation and be sure to 
get those basil seeds started 
by the end of the month.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

An herb catalog and a favorite herbSOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
The Trump Admini-

stration is saying that now 
there will be no taxes on 
Social Security benefits. 
Since we’re getting ready 
to start our 2025 income 
tax return, can you explain 
how this all works? 

Signed: Confused 
Taxpayer

 
Dear Confused 
Taxpayer: 

You are  obviously 
referring to the so-called 
“One Big, Beautiful Bill” 
and how that bill affects 
income tax on your Social 
Security benefits. And 
this is because of the 
publicity surrounding the 
so-called “one big, beauti-
ful bill”  enacted last year, 
which claims to “elimi-
nate income tax on Social 
Security benefits.” Well, 
that bill did, yet technical-
ly didn’t, fully eliminate 
income tax on benefits.” 
Allow me to explain. 

The OBBB does elim-
inate income tax on most 
SS benefits, but it does so 
in a somewhat unique way 
– by providing an addi-
tional $6,000 (per person) 
deduction to your federal 
taxable income as reported 
to the IRS. Thus, you will 
pay less total income tax 
when you file your taxes 
with the IRS because of 
that additional deduction 
to your taxable income. 

T h e  ex t r a  d e d u c -
tion is available to those 
over age 65 and is meant 
to offset the income tax 
which will still be lev-
ied by the IRS on the SS 
benefits you received in 
2025. Essentially, the rules 
governing income tax on 
Social Security benefits 
have not changed. 

The IRS will still levy 
income tax on your SS 
benefits if your combined 
income from all sources 
(known as your “provi-
sional income”) is over 
$32,000 as a married cou-
ple filing jointly or more 
than $25,000 if you file as 
an individual. If your pro-
visional income is below 
the threshold for your IRS 
filing status, you will pay 
no income tax on your 
received 2025 SS benefits. 

But if your provision-
al income exceeds the 
threshold for your IRS 
filing status, then some-
where between 50% and 
85% of your received 
SS benefits will be taxed 
(how much SS income 
to be taxed depends on 
your combined income 
in 2025). By now, you 
should have received form 
1099-SSA which advised 
of  your  2025 Social 
Security income, includ-
ing any income tax you 
had withheld from your 
SS benefits. 

This income should 

be reported when submit-
ting your 2025 income tax 
return. If your “provision-
al income” is over $32,000 
as a married couple filing 
jointly (or over $25,000 as 
an individual filer), then 
your 2025 SS benefits will 
still be taxed by the IRS. 
But when completing your 
2025 Income Tax Return, 
you will also be able to 
claim an additional $6,000 
per person ($12,000 if you 
file jointly), which will 
likely offset any income 
tax you must pay due 
to the SS benefits you 
received in 2025. 

If you use a tax prepar-
er or tax preparation soft-
ware, they will guide you 
through this calculation. 
Note, too, that the $6,000 
per person deduction 
amount will be less if your 
combined taxable income 
is more than $150,000 as 
a married couple (or more 
than $75,000 as a single 
filer). 

Be aware, though, that 
the OBBB is temporary 
tax accommodation which 
expires after tax year 
2028. And that’s because 
the process used to pass 
the bill in Congress (a 
“budget reconciliation” 
process) didn’t actually 
change SS law; rather it 
provided a way around it 
to offset income tax paid 
on SS benefits. 

So, to recap, the IRS 
can still levy income tax 
on your received Social 
Security benefits but, 
because of the OBBB, you 
will likely also (depend-
ing on your provisional 
income level) receive an 
extra deduction which off-
sets any taxes calculated 
on your Social Security 
benefits.

Finally, be aware that 
if your first husband also 
predeceases you, you will 
then become eligible for a 
surviving ex-spouse ben-
efit from him, even if he 
has remarried. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
a m a c f o u n d a t i o n . o rg /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

Is there income tax on 
Social Security benefits?

On March 2, I received 
an  ema i l  f rom a 
Worthington resident 

that he just saw a red-winged 
blackbird.

Male red-winged black-
birds  ar r ive  before  the 
females. They are one of the 
first birds to return to north-
ern breeding grounds, arriv-
ing in late February or early 
March.

Red-winged blackbirds 
are abundant songbirds, who 
inhabit marshes, wetlands 
and fields. The male is glossy 
black with bright red and yel-
low shoulder patches or epau-
lets. Females have streaked 

brown plumage. 
The highly terri torial 

males often sit on high perch-
es, singing and displaying 
their epaulets. Their “conk-
la-ree” is heard frequently. 
They are known for “dive 
bombing” crows, hawks and 
even humans to defend their 
territory. They primarily eat 

insects such as beetles, drag-
onflies and moths during the 
breeding season and seeds 
and grains during fall and 
winter.

They nest in loosely asso-
ciated colonies in shrubs or 
cattails and are found across 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Male red-
winged 

blackbird

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news 
or community features for The 
Ware River News, please email 
warerivernews@turley.com.

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 5
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 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$194
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ...

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/12/26-3/18/263/12/26-3/18/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 26/30 COUNT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG ...... 

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

HADDOCK FISH FILLETS 2 LB BAG . 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SCALLOPS ON HALF SHELL 2 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB ................

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$222
lb

lb

$999USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
SMOKED BRISKET ...............
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

lb

lb
$999

$349

99¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST .....

$288
lb

$499
lb

POINT CUT 
CORNED BEEF

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

lb

$149
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAIL .......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH ................

SOUP’S ON!
$444

lb

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB ................. 

$999
lb

BEEF RIBE EYE
CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$299
lb

FROZEN WHOLE 
CORNED BEEF

ST. PATRICK’S

AVG 20 LB
$999

ea

  

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

community

WARE – Ryan Trzpit 
has been selected by Ware 
Public Schools as their 2026 
Pioneer Valley Excellence in 
Teaching Award Winner.

Trzpit is a grade six teach-
er at Ware Middle School 
who has a passion for teach-
ing history. 

He  goes  above  and 
beyond to teach his students 
and enhance their education-
al experience. He has a knack 
for explaining the curriculum 
to make it fun and interest-
ing, which engages his stu-
dents. 

Trzpit cares about his 
students’ social-emotional 
well-being, he spearheads 
fundraisers, coordinates field 
trips, and resurrected the 
school yearbook this year. 
As a graduate of Ware Public 
Schools, he has a vested 
interest in the school commu-
nity and contributes positive-
ly on a daily basis. 

Trzpit will be honored at 
a celebratory banquet at the 
Log Cabin in Holyoke on 
Wednesday, May 6.

The program will fea-
ture an awards presenta-
tion honoring the winners, 
who will each receive an 
engraved plaque and mone-
tary award in recognition of 
their achievement, along with 
generous tuition incentives 
and scholarships offered by 
the following colleges and 

universities in the region: 
American  In ternat ional 
College, Bay Path University, 
Elms College, Springfield 
Col lege ,  Wes te rn  New 
E n g l a n d  U n i v e r s i t y , 
Westfield State University, 
and  the  Univers i ty  o f 
Massachusetts.

Winners also receive a 
three-month membership 
at one of the six region-
al YMCAs or a one-month 
membership the Springfield 
Jewish Community Center. 

T h e  P i o n e e r  Va l l ey 
Excellence in Teaching 
Awards program, now in its 
23rd year, is made possible 
by the Harold Grinspoon 
Charitable Foundation in 
partnership with the Irene 
E.  & George A. Davis 
Foundation and supported by 
the American International 
College, Smith College, 
Arrha Credit Union, Country 
Bank, and Meyers Brothers 
Kalicka. 

“Our teachers serve not 

only as educators, but also as 
mentors, community leaders, 
role models and innovators.  
They play a fundamental 
role in supporting families 
and building communities.  
It is a great privilege to rec-
ognize and honor outstand-
ing teachers in the Pioneer 
Val ley,”  sa id  Miche l le 
Moon, Director, Excellence 
in Teaching Awards at the 
Harold Grinspoon Charitable 
Foundation. 

Submitted Photo
Shown from left to right are Jesse Trzpit; Steve Alawonis, Ware Middle School Assistant 
Principal; Ryan Trzpit, 2026 Grinspoon Award recipient; Kim Thompson, Ware Middle 
School Principal; Michael Wood, Interim Superintendent.

Trzpit received Excellence in Teaching award
WARE – During Mental 

Health Awareness Month, 
community mem-
bers and students 
from Ware Public 
Schools, will gath-
er  a t  Grenvi l le 
Park for the third 
annual Out of the 
Darkness Campus 
Walk to benefit the 
American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention.

The 5K walk will be held 
at Grenville Park, 73 Church 
St., on Saturday, May 2, 
with check-in starting at 9 
a.m. and the walk at 10 a.m. 
People can register at afsp.
org/ware or scan the QR 
code.

This event was estab-

lished in 2024 by School 
Resource Officer Jeannine 

Bonnaye r  and 
Wa r e  P u b l i c 
S c h o o l s  Fo o d 
Service Manager 
Kristen Murphy, 
to help to bring 
awareness to and 
start a conversa-
tion about suicide. 

In March of 2023, Murphy’s 
son Ethan Donnelly died by 
suicide at the age of 24. 

Murphy died in February 
of 2025, after a brief but 
fierce battle with a rare and 
aggressive cancer. This walk 
fundraiser was a cause very 
close to her heart, and a way 
she could honor her son’s 
memory. 

Hope Walks Here
Suicide awareness walk returns May 2

most of Northern America. 
They are polygamous and a 
single male may mate with 
up to 15 different females 
in his territory. Red winged 
blackbirds can form huge 
roosts during the winter of up 
to a million birds.

Brimfield resident
A Brimfield resident sent 

an email recently. He said, 
“On Saturday I was driving 
to West Springfield to put up 
some picture at the library 

for an exhibit. Some mem-
bers of the Allen Bird Club 
are displaying photographs 
there for the month of March. 
On the way I stopped by 
a nest in Ludlow that bald 
eagles have used for at least 
three years.”

In Brimfield, he said, 
“Lately we have been seeing 
a Cooper’s several times in 
the yard and a broad-winged 
hawk was seen on  Feb. 22. 
The broad-winged hawk 
sat in a tree in front of the 
house for over an hour. Last 
year a pair of broad-wings 

had a nest on the  next door 
neighbor’s property. They 
could see the nest from their 
deck, but I was never able to 
see the nest walking around 
near where they described its 
location.”

Turkey vultures
On Feb. 11, the Brimfield 

resident saw a turkey vulture 
in the center of Palmer near 
the intersection of Routes 20 
and 32. This week, his wife 
saw 25 turkey vultures flying 
above that area. They often 
see vultures soaring over 

that area and the first of the 
year shows up in mid-Feb-
ruary. He said, “I believe 
the vultures nest in the area, 
possibly on or near Mount 
Dumplin that is just north of 
the turnpike ramps.”

Other birds and more
The Brimfield residents 

still has lots of junco about 
as well as a healthy the gray 
squirrel population. Recently 
they saw two and sometimes 
three red squirrels. He is 
enjoying the longer days and 
looking forward to warmer 

temperatures.

Red-tailed hawk
A Rutland couple saw a 

red-tailed hawk quickly grab 
a gray squirrel her husband 
shot. They watched it hungri-
ly consume a “warm meal” 
in the yard. They moved their 
feeder nearer to the house 
due to the deep snow. They 
have lots of black-capped 
chickadees and woodpeckers 
come to the new location 

Bluebirds
An Oakham resident sees 

bluebirds on a daily basis. 
She enjoys watching them.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing 
to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005. The 
Palmer office has a new 
phone system and I will be 
getting an extension where 
messages may be left. I will 
publish the number as soon 
as it is set up.

BACKYARD from page 4

From the desk of Quabbin Regional School District 
Superintendent Colleen Mucha

Quabbin students having ‘snow’ much fun

This winter challenged all 
in ways that they have not 
experienced in awhile.  

That  is  t rue for  the 
Quabbin Regional School 
District students as well. 
There have been increased 
disrupt ions to learning 
including delayed starts 
and no school days. At the 
moment, students are thrilled 
when they think of sleeping 
in and playing in the snow.  

However, with the recent 
storm Quabbin staff offered 
their students a Snow Day 
Challenge. They asked them 
to be sure to help out their 
families, neighbors and com-
munity with snow removal or 
whatever tasks were needed.  

Quabbin Regional School 
Distr ic t  Superintendent 

Colleen Mucha reported 
Quabbin students rose to the 
challenge. Some students put 
in a full day’s work and had 

very appreciative neighbors. 
All students, who participat-
ed, will get a Certificate of 
Community Service.  

Hazel Carter in turquoise snow pants shov-
eled a path to a chicken coop.

RIGHT: Sophia Wilbur was the
 youngest students to participate 

in the shoveling challenge.

Brayden Hurley plowed snow on a 4-wheeler.

WARE – A public sup-
per to benefit the Ware 
Community Garden will 
be hosted by Ware Grange 
and Ware Senior Center on 
Monday, March 30 from 
6-7 p.m. at the senior cen-
ter, 1 Robbins Road.

Enjoy  a  d inner  of 
Chicken Marsala, roasted 
potatoes, carrots, salad, 

roll, drinks, and cream 
puffs for dessert. The cost 
is $15 per person. 

Please RSVP in advance 
to waregrange164@gmail.
com or call 413-284-1135. 
All are welcome to pur-
chase tickets for a good 
meal in support of the cre-
ation of Ware’s new com-
munity garden.

Ware Grange hosts supper to 
benefit community garden
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GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

T h e  n ex t  g u i d e l i n e 
revolves around light fees. 
On the sheet, it reads “All 
light fees will be incurred by 
organization using them (cur-
rent rate is $25/hour but is 
subject to change per Park 
Commission based on elec-
tric rates).” 

Piechota explained the 
light source where a pass-
word needs to be added for 
lights and logins will be in 
place. He said that “there are 

costs associated with these 
things,” when it comes to 
operating the field lights. 

There were many ques-
tions being asked when the 
next guideline about double 
headers came to the discus-
sion. The guideline reads, 
“Double headers limited to 
two per calendar year.” 

There are a lot of factors 
that go into double headers, 
especially during the baseball 
season in the spring. 

One of the components is 
prepping the field in between 

games, because all parties 
want the field to look best for 
the kids. 

Athletic Director for Ware 
Junior-Senior High School, 
T h o m a s  S h a m g o c h i a n , 
brought up the impact dou-
ble headers have on buses 
and safety concerns regard-
ing rain and thunderstorms. 
When it comes to double 
headers on the homefield, 
Shamgochian believes it’s 
not okay to separate junior 
varsity and varsity teams. 

The Parks Commissioner 

wants to have a field that 
works for the town and wants 
to put policies in place to 
make sure the field is taken 
care of.  Another coach 
shared that the communi-
ty looks forward to double 
headers and playoff games. 

When thinking of mak-
ing certain adjustments, the 
Commission and the orga-
nizations who wish to use 
Memorial Field can look at 
schedules for games and see 
how the season is lined up. 
Two out of nine home games 

could be doubleheaders was 
mentioned as an example. 

The Commission also 
mentioned they don’t want 
to see student athletes com-
ing home late after games. 
This is a guideline the Parks 
Commission will further 
review. 

The next guideline is 
weekend  games  be ing 
p repped  by  the  Pa rks 
Department on Friday. The 
Parks Department work-
week is Monday-Friday, and 
the Parks Manager approves 
any other person prepping or 
working on fields when he is 
off duty. 

Ware Junior-Senior High 
School games played during 
the week will be prepped by 
Parks Department. Everyone 
appeared okay with this 
guideline. Organizations 
using Memorial Field will 
provide their own supplies 
for games. 

Piechota said this has 
been done in the past and is 
has been beneficial for all 
organizations. 

The athletic director will 
contact the Parks Manager 
via email or text prior to 
noon that day. Piechota 
wants good communica-

tion to be going forward and 
wants a better understanding 
of why changes are being 
made. 

Field House being avail-
able for use is listed as 
a  guidel ine.  The Parks 
Manager will schedule times 
and dates for usage. Teams 
and organizations will be 
responsible for cleanup of 
equipment, damage and gar-
bage. 

The Parks Commissioners 
want the field house to be 
well kept and orderly, and 
don’t want any mess left 
behind. Piechota also asks 
if any team or organization 
that is using the field house is 
making sure it is locked up at 
the end of use. 

When it comes to these 
guidelines for Memorial 
Field, the Commissioners 
want the town to know that 
it is a town field and is avail-
able for use by all town orga-
nizations. The point of these 
guidelines is to protect the 
fields in town and protect the 
Parks Manager and his staff. 

The Parks Commission 
will revisit these guidelines, 
including the focus on dou-
bleheaders. 

PARKS from page 1

Potter said the “majority 
of our budget is costs we 
don’t control.” These costs 
relate to fuel and electricity. 

The Select Board asked 
Potter how the department 
handled sludge. A tank-
er comes in to handle the 
sludge, according to Potter. 

The board will have 
Potter back for another 
meeting with the Select 
Board when they meet with 
the Finance Committee. 

Potter said the plant is 
running well. This is the 
first year that the Sewer 
Department budget features 
retirement, and the budget 
also notes that they have 
one vacant position. The 
board does want the super-
intendent to consider that 
rates and retained earning 
could be impacted. 

Pole hearing
The Select Board held 

a public hearing to con-
sider a request to give per-
mission to Massachusetts 
Electric Company d/b/a 
National Grid and Verizon 
New England, Inc, to locate 
poles, wires, and fixtures, 
including the necessary 
sustaining and protecting 
fixtures along and across 
Collins Road. 

Town Adminis t ra tor 
Just ine Caggiano stat-
ed that the abutters were 
notified about this proj-
ect and a notice was pub-
lished. Representatives from 
National Grid said the poles 
that are to be installed along 
Collins Road are to increase 
the infrastructure. 

After a brief presenta-
tion, the board moved to 
approve the poles as pre-
sented. 

Visitor’s comments
During visitor’s com-

ments, Elizabeth Cyran 
presented a letter to the 
Select Board that involves 
a request to put an item on 
their agenda for their next 
Select Board meeting on 
March 23. 

Select Board Chair Eric 
Vollheim read the letter out 
loud, and the purpose is to 
recognize and reserve the 
rights of the Mixter fami-
ly and the property of 58 
Ruggles Hill Road, also 
known as the Ruggles Hill 
School. 

Meeting minutes 
During a review of their 

meeting minutes, Vice-
Chair William Tinker had 
questions regarding the 
meeting minutes for Dec. 
16, 2025. 

According to Tinker, 
what is described in the 
meeting minutes looks a lot 
like the meeting on Oct. 1, 
2025. This meeting involved 
Police Chief Kevin Landine 
and the New Braintree 
Select Board. Tinker also 
wanted to address some of 

the language in the meeting 
minutes. 

Without a clear under-
standing of what meeting 
these minutes are highlight-
ing, the board decided to 
table the meeting minutes 
for Dec. 16, 2025. 

Discussion on 
179 Main St., Gilbertville

Caggiano shared that 
the town received a request 
via email regarding the 
property of 179 Main St. 
in Gilbertville. The person 
who reached out wasn’t in 
attendance, but the board 
wanted to know what they 
want to do with the build-
ing. The board believes 
they’re trying to turn it into 
apartments. 

According to Vollheim, 
the building still needs a lot 
of work done before it could 
possibly be put out to bid. 
The building has been sit-
ting vacant for a while. 

“It has to be cleaned out 
first,” said Vollheim.

Selec t  Board  Clerk 
Jeffrey Schaaf said this 
property should be con-
sidered rather than be a 
delayed topic. 

Caggiano says she could 
draft a request for propos-
al that could be looked at. 
Any applicants interested in 
the property should email 
the Town Administrator or 
Select Board. 

Appointment of 
Wastewater Plant 

Operator
The Board discussed 

possibly appointing Mr. 
Nathan  LaCroix  as  a 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Operator. The applicant 
has provided certification 
and has been interviewed. 
Scott Potter shared that the 
applicant is licensed and 
feels this is a good decision. 
The Board approved and 
appointed Mr. LaCroix to 
the position. 

Town 
Administrator’s report
As part of her report, 

Caggiano included that two 
cameras inside the Select 
Board meeting room have 
been repaired. A meet-
ing was held to talk about 
the school boiler issue and 
the town has successfully 
paid off a 2014 loan to fix 
the bricks in the municipal 
office building.   

D u r i n g  h e r  r e p o r t , 
Caggiano was granted per-
mission to read a letter by an 
anonymous resident, which 
expressed appreciation for 
the  Pol ice  Depar tment 
during their assistance of a 
medical situation during a 
recent snowstorm. 

T h e  A n n u a l  To w n 
Election is May 2, and an 
information fair at the Barre-
Hardwick Senior Center will 
be on Wednesday, April 15, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Tinker also 
added for the public to be 
aware that the Annual Town 
Meeting will be on June 6. 

SEWER BUDGET
 from page 1

so far in 2026, Candlepins 
for Cancer has raised around 
$7,000 and had a record set-
ting $35,000 raised in 2025. 

Overall, as of March 7 
of this year, Candlepins for 
Cancer has raised $114,000 
supporting people in the can-
dlepin bowling community 
who have family members 
going through cancer treat-
ments. 

D u r i n g  t h e  t o u r n a -
ment, Grant was running a 
50/50 raffle with half of 
the proceeds going towards 
Candlepins for Candlepins 
for Cancer. Next to the 
broadcast booth was a table 
ful l  of  T-shir ts  featur-
ing Grant’s catchphrase of 
“Bombs Away Baby” which 
he says whenever someone 
on the lanes throws a strike. 
The proceeds from these 
T-shirts go to help benefit 
Candlepins for Cancer. 

There were a couple of 
Candlepins for Cancer dona-
tion buckets placed through-
out Roll-A-Way Lanes, as 
direct donations are always 
welcome. 

There was one customer 

who came in during the tour-
nament and heard about the 
charity. After learning more 
from Grant, the customer 
gave a direct donation of $50 
to Candlepins for Cancer. 

Grant has been promoting 
both Candlepins for Cancer 
and candlepin bowling for 
over four years and through 
tournaments, fundraisers, and 
donations. In the last three 
and a half years, the charity 
has helped over four dozen 
families. 

As part of promoting the 
charity and this regional 
sport, Grant livestreams tour-
naments and bowling match-
es on the YouTube channel, 
Candlepin Bowling Network. 

Gouillart is also dedicated 
to promoting both candlepin 
bowling and Candlepins for 
Cancer. 

Gouillart covered his first 
candlepin match back in 
2022 on Candlepin Bowling 
Network and has been part 
of the broadcast team ever 
since. 

“Time flies,” Gouillart 
stated when it comes to 
broadcasting candlepin bowl-
ing. 

Both Grant and Gouillart 

were featured in the most 
recent ly  re leased short 
documentary called, “No 
Questions Asked”, a docu-
mentary about Candlepins 
for Cancer. The documenta-
ry can be found on YouTube 
through the channel, Perry-
Harlow Mediaworks. 

C a n d l e p i n  B ow l i n g 
Network livestreamed both 
shifts of the 10-string tour-
nament  a t  Rol l -A-Way 
Lanes. The top six bowlers 
in the tournament received 
a cash prize and the tourna-
ment raised over $1,000 for 
Candlepins for Cancer. 

T h e  w i n n e r  o f  t h e 
10-string tournament was 
Paul Campos with a total 
score of 1,410. Campos 
bowls out of Exeter Bowling 
Lanes  in  Exe te r,  New 
Hampshire, and he made 
the long drive to participate 
in this tournament. Aaron 
Halbedel of Warren finished 
in second place with a score 
of 1,405. 

The next three plac-
es were candlepin bowl-

ers  represen t ing  wes t -
ern Massachusetts. Jason 
Gauthier Sr., finished in third 
place with a score of 1,378, 
Bryan Surprise was fourth 
with 1,375, and Cameron 
Greene was fifth with 1,362. 

Candlepins for Cancer 
hosts various tournaments 
throughout the year featur-
ing men, women, and team 
events. According to Grant, 
it’s all about promoting can-
dlepin bowling and raising 
money for Candlepins for 
Cancer. Tournaments can 
be watched on Candlepin 
B ow l i n g  N e t w o r k  o n 
YouTube. 

Grant thanked Roll-A-
Way Lanes for hosting the 
event and plans to return to 
Ware sometime in August 
to have another tournament. 
For more information on 
Candlepins for Cancer, visit 
www.candlepins4cancer.
com. Information on dona-
tions can be found on www.
candlepins4cancer.com/dona-
tion. 

CANDLEPINS from page 1

Eric Lincoln, left, is shown after releasing the ball during 
the first shift of the 10-string candlepin bowling tourna-
ment. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Keith Beaupre observed his ball going into the 1-3 pocket 
on lane six of Roll-A-Way Lanes in Ware.

Paul Campos, right, was the winner of the 10-string tour-
nament at Roll-A-Way Lanes. Campos bowls out of Exeter 
Bowling Lanes in Exeter, New Hampshire. 

Tony “Magic Man” Levesque (in the blue shirt) fired a ball 
down the lane. Over 30 bowlers entered the tournament. 
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Low cost 
tutoring & 
scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at the 
Palmer Public Library, 
here to help you meet 
your educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSet 

Tutors: English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

GOT BUGS? SPAM? HACKERS? 
Learn how to rid yourself of these pests! 

Get answers at Top Floor Learning’s 
Computer Security Class, March 25, 1 p.m.

Brought to you by Post Computer, 
cost $20 pre-registration encouraged. 

Call 413-544-6600

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
H a r d w i c k  Vi n ey a r d  & 
Winery, 3305 Greenwich 
Road, is hosting its annu-
al Maple Barn Breakfasts 
during the month of March.

This is the 18th year 
the winery has offered this 
breakfast on Saturdays and 
Sundays. Hardwick Vineyard 
& Winery owner John Samek 
was keeping busy working 
with his dedicated team mak-
ing sure all the guests were 
taken care of as the buffet of 
breakfast foods were ready to 
be served.

Samek wanted to create a 
festival to take place in the 
springtime. Since March is 
the month of tapping trees 
and making maple syrup, 
the idea of having an event 
where “everything maple” is 
a theme soon lead to the idea 
of a Maple Barn Breakfast. 

The idea certainly stuck 
as the annual Maple Barn 
Breakfast sells out every 
weekend. Samek and his 
manager Kaitlin Young esti-
mate that the winery gets 
about 400 guests in a day 
during Maple Barn Breakfast. 

The food made at the 
Hardwick Vineyard & Winery 
is irresistible and features 
all the breakfast favorites, 
including buttermilk pan-
cakes, maple bacon, maple 
sausage, eggs, twice baked 
potato casserole, maple baked 
French toast, and Lucy’s 
famous homemade porridge. 

The highlights during 
breakfast include local maple 
products, harvest maple wine, 
maple wine slushies, maple 
wine mimosas, Hardwick red 
bacon bloody Mary’s, local 
vendors, and live music. 

The annual Maple Barn 
Breakfast draws commuters 

from all over Massachusetts 
and Connecticut and share 
about their great experience 
at Hardwick Winery. 

“The breakfast is deli-
c i o u s ,  a n d  t h ey  h ave 
great wine,” said Jackie 
V a i l l a n c o u r t  f r o m 
Connecticut. 

One of the parties dining 
this past weekend is mem-
bers of the Connecticut 
Wine Lovers Group. This 
was the group’s first visit to 
the Hardwick Vineyard & 
Winery, and they said they 
loved their visit, the break-
fast, and the wine. After 
experiencing the Maple 
Barn Breakfast, members 
of the Connecticut Wine 
Lovers Group said they will 
come back to the Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery. 

The popularity of the 
Maple Barn Breakfast has 
cer tainly grown.  Young 
shared that tickets for the 
event are released in January 
and half are already sold out 
by the time March arrives. 
The entire crew at Hardwick 

Vineyard & Winery work 
hard to put this amazing 
breakfast together. 

One of the popular warm 
beverages during the Maple 
Barn Breakfast is maple cof-
fee. Samek shared that the 
coffee comes from King 
David Coffee in Nashua, 
New Hampshire. The winery 
sells packets of this coffee. 

March is maple season
Barn breakfasts served at Hardwick Winery

The Hardwick Vineyard & 
Winery uses multiple maple 
sugar shacks in the local 
area; Hardwick Sugar Shack, 
North Hadley Sugar Shack, 
and Magwiggan’s  Gold 
Maple Syrup of Monson. 

The Maple Barn Breakfast 
also welcomed several local 
vendors during the month of 
March. There is Cookies by 
Ray, Wickedly Wild Gourmet 

Sauces, Magwiggan’s Gold 
Maple Syrup, Wicked Good 
Treats by Elaine, and Girl 
Scout cookies. 

Live music from local 
music groups is also high-
lighted during the Maple 
Barn Breakfast. Music is 
played on Saturdays and 
Sundays from 1-4 p.m. 

For more information, visit 
www.hardwickwinery.com. 

Members of the Connecticut Wine Lovers Group enjoyed 
their first time at the Hardwick Vineyard & Winery. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Breakfast is served, featuring pancakes, French toast, 
maple bacon, eggs, and a lot more. 

A booth featured Magwiggan’s Gold Maple Syrup, based out of Monson. The line was getting long as Maple Barn Breakfast is served at the 
Hardwick Vineyard & Winery. 

WARE – The Annual 
Town Election will be held 
on Monday, April 13.

Offices  which  wi l l 
appear on the ballot are: 
Selectboard, three-year 
term, vote for two; School 
Committee,  three-year 
term, vote for one; Board 
of Assessors, three-year 
term, vote for one; Board of 
Assessors, one year unex-

pired term, vote for one; 
Board of Health, three-
year term, vote for one; 
Park Commissioner, three-
year term, vote for one; 
Cemetery Commissioner, 
three-year term, vote for 
one; Planning Board, five-
year term, vote for one; 
Ware Housing Authority, 
five-year term, vote for one

The last date to register 

to vote is Friday, April 3. 
The last date for file an 

application for Vote by Mail 
(five business days prior to 
the Annual Town Election) 
is Monday, April 6 by 5 
p.m. 

Questions may be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk, 
Nancy J. Talbot, at 413-
967-9648 extension 103.

Annual Town Election will be held April 13
WARE – The Ware Polar 

Plunge fundraiser to benefit the 
Special Olympics will be held 
on Saturday, March 21 at West 
Beach – Beaver Lake.

This event is weather/
ice dependent. It is subject to 

change if the ice is not melted. 
Check-in for the plunge is 

at 11 a.m. and the plunge will 
take place at noon. 

To register, scan the QR 
code or visit www.polar-
plungema.org. 

Polar Plunge to benefit Special Olympics
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Winter Art Winter Art EXHIBITEXHIBIT
End.” This piece was done using acrylic 
paint, graphite, and paper covered can-
vas. The work was inspired by a scene 
Fontaine came across in the town of 
Wendell. It features a tree with a farm silo 
in the background. 

“The urban experience and the natural 
world come together,” Fontaine said when 
it comes to the expression of her artwork. 

Her second piece at the ArtWorks 
Gallery is a larger piece called “A Tale to 
Enliven Long Winter Nights”. This piece 
is also done with acrylic, graphite draw-
ing, and paper covered canvas. 

Another artist in attendance was 
Terrence Kiernan of West Warren. 
Kiernan was joined by his family and 
visited the spot in ArtWorks Gallery high-
lighting his acrylic work, “Birchwood.” 

Photography was a popular medium 
featured in the Winter Art Exhibit. One of 
these pieces is by Doug Hockman titled 
“Silence,” and the photograph was pasted 
on a piece of wood. Another photograph 
was by Mary Jeanne Tash, titled “In the 
Quiet,” and featured a snow-covered field 
of cows with snow falling. 

Selected as the Best Photograph was 
“Cold at Midnight” by Vern McClish. 

The artwork selected as Best in Show 
was an oil on panel called “Green River 
in Winter” by William Roberts Jr. 

The Winter Art Exhibit will be on 
display at ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main 
St., until April 4. The gallery is open 
Saturdays and Sundays from 1-4 p.m.  

EXHIBIT from page 1

Best in Show was “Green River in 
Winter” by William Roberts Jr.

Jacquelyn Stein’s “Running Afoul” was 
selected as being the Best Watercolor art-
work in the Winter Art Exhibit. 

“If Blue Was the Beginning and 
the End” by Sue Fontaine, made 
from acrylic paint, graphite, and 
paper-covered canvas.

Gary Lippincott’s watercolor work, “Knight 
of Winter (The Victorian Faery Tarot).” 

“In the Quiet,” is a photograph by Mary Jeanne Tash.

LEFT: Doug Hockman’s “Silence” is a photograph on 
wood featured in the Winter Art Exhibit at ArtWorks 
Gallery. 
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Alex Orszulak attempts the 
three-pointer.

LEFT: Jack Gaudreau snags 
the opening tip.

Dalton Marquis fights through a pair of 
opponents to get a shot.

Brodie Koczur keeps the ball away from his 
opponent as he seeks to get a shot off.

Kaleb Kanozek floats a shot to the hoop.

Ware girls 
basketball 
defeated 
in second 
round

WARE – Last Monday 
night, Ware High School 
stayed in the region, going 
from home in the opening 
round of the Division 5 
state tournament, to a road 
matchup in the Berkshires 
at Drury High School.

Drury slowed Ware’s 
offense to a crawl, unfor-
tunately, the defeated the 
14-win Indians 61-21 to 
end Ware’s season.

Ware had a very good 
run during the regu-
lar season and defeat-
ed Neighborhood House 
Charter to start the tour-
nament.

Ware was led by Reese 
McKeever with just five 
points  in the defeat . 
Ware went 13-5 this sea-
son before losing the 
Class C Western Mass. 
Tournament last month. 
Ware would enter the state 
tournament and edged 
Neighborhood House 
48-47.

Local seniors 
headed to 
All-Star 
Games

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame announced the 
team rosters for the 2026 
Western Massachusetts 
Senior High School All-
Star Games. On Friday, 
Mar.  20,  the Hall  of 
Fame will host the 2026 
All-Star event on the 
Jerry Colangelo Court 
of Dreams at the Hall of 
Fame. Sixty of the region’s 
top seniors were selected 
from different divisions to 
participate in the final high 
school contests of their 
prep career.

“ We  a r e  h o n o r e d 
t o  we lcome  Wes t e rn 
Massachusetts’ top high 
school basketball players 
to the 15th annual All-
Star celebration at the 
Basketball Hall of Fame,” 
said John L.  Doleva, 
President and CEO of the 
Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame. “This event is a 
special opportunity to rec-
ognize the hard work and 
achievements of these 
outstanding seniors, and 
we invite the community 
to join us as they take the 
court one final time in their 
high school careers.” 

A committee of local 
coaches and media mem-
bers, representing each 
division on both the boys’ 
and girls’ sides, select-
ed the teams. Using the 
designated classes for the 
PVIAC Tournament, the 
players will be divided into 
six teams: two girls’ teams, 
two boys’ teams of Class 
A and B players, and two 
boys’ teams of Class C and 
D players. Only graduating 
seniors are eligible for the 
All-Star Games. Rosters 
are on the next page. 

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Last March, 
for the first time in sev-
eral years, it was gorgeous 
weather for the Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Road Race.

More than 6,000 people 
participated in this year’s 
event, with nearly 5,000 par-
ticipants finishing the 10K, 
or 6.2-mile course.

It was Samuel Whittaker 
of Salem, CT, who finished 
the race in 31:24. Alex 
Corbett, who placed second 
in last year’s race, came in 23 
seconds later at 31:47.

The top female finisher 
was Angelia Rafter at 34:13 
and she placed 12th overall. 
Rafter is from Glastonbury, 
CT.

Among local finishers, 
Matt Provost of Monson was 
19th overall at 35:09. Ryan 
Davis of South Hadley was a 

close 20th at 35:10. Lindsay 
Smith of South Hadley fin-
ished 22nd at 35:12.

While the race course, 
commonly known as  a 
“hilly” course throughout 
downtown Holyoke ending 
with a turn off Beech St. 
and up the hill on Hampden 
St. toward the finish line 
remained largely the same, 
there was one noticeable 
change in this year’s event.

Presidential Timing took 
over the official timing 
duties after 4RUN3 went out 
of business last year. Those 
looking for more results from 
the events can go to www.
presidentialtiming.com to 
look at more specific results 
from the race. Like previous 
timers, you can look up peo-
ple by name and bib number 
to get more specific results.

This year, the road race is 
set to take place on Saturday, 
Mar. 21 with the main race 

beginning at 1 p.m.
This year’s race would 

feature runners from all 
over the region, the state, 
and surrounding states as 
many are preparing for the 
Boston Marathon, set to take 
place in just under a month. 
Many runners over the years 
have enjoyed using the St. 
Patrick’s Day Road Race as 
practice for the marathon 

Road Race set to kick 
off big weekend

WARE – It was the quarterfinals 
appearance they had last season, but 
Ware boys basketball made it into the 
Round of 16 this year in Division 5. 
Ware would defeat Renaissance in the 
preliminary round at home, followed 
by a visit to Boston to defeat Boston 
English in the Round of 32 on Feb. 26 
57-43. Finally, Ware’s season came to 
an end closer by as the Round of 16 
brought the Indians to Hoosac Valley 
in Cheshire. The Indians fell 66-48. In 
the final action of the season for Ware, 
which finished 12-11 overall, Brodie 
Koczur had 15 points while Brady 
Guimond had 13 points and Alex 
Orszulak had 11 points.

Brady Guimond 
starts his way 
down the court.

Indians season ends 
in Round of 16 Turley photos by David Henry

www.sweetdogphotos.com

The participants are off in the 48th running of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road Race last March.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
The first wave of harriers starts the course on Maple St.

Please see ALL-STARS, 
page 10

Please see ROAD RACE, 
page 10
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Candlepin League
NEWS

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League 
W A R E  –  T h e 

W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t 
Bondsville League at Roll-
A-Way Lanes has reached 
the month of March. 

Af te r  25  weeks  of 
league candlepin bowling, 
Sandri holds the top seed 
with a record of 109-66. 
Fire Mountain, the team 
that held on to first place 
since the start of the season, 
has now dropped to sec-
ond place with a record of 
104.5-70.5. 

During week 25, Night 
Hawks bowled against Fire 
Mountain. In game one, 
Fire Mountain won by a 
score of 489-460. Rick 
Trott of Fire Mountain 
began the match by bowl-
ing a 112. Gavin Sinclair 
of Night Hawks began with 
113.

In  game  two ,  F i re 
Mountain won again by a 
score of 469-452. In game 
three, Night Hawks won the 
last game by a score of 497-
478. Sinclair finished strong 
with 132 and a three-game 
series of 352. Gary Delisle 
of Fire Mountain finished 
with 115. 

The final score was 
1436-1409 in favor of Fire 
Mountain. Night Hawks 
get two points and have a 
record of 96-79 after 25 
weeks.

Team UMass bowled 
against Ironmen in week 
25. In game one, Ironmen 
won by a score of 489-454. 
Pete Swistak of Ironmen 
had the highest game of 
132. His teammate, Billy 
Brunk, bowled a 111 to 
start. 

In game two, Team 
UMass won by a score of 
488-464. Brunk bowled 
well with 121 in game two. 

In game three, Team 
UMass won again by a 
score of 464-449. Swistak 
finished with 121 and a 
three-game series of 353. 

The final score was 
1406-1402 in favor of Team 
UMass, who move into 
fourth place with a record 
of 90.5-84.5. Ironmen are 
in fifth place with a record 
of 87-88. 

The Flaming Bowling 
Balls (FBB) bowled against 
Zeke’s Freaks in week 25. 
In game one, Zeke’s Freaks 
pulled ahead and won 442-
438. Zeke Sicard of Zeke’s 

Freaks bowled over his 
average with 113. 

In game two, Zeke’s 
Freaks won again by a 
score of 437-418. Ryan 
McCarthy of FBB had the 
highest game of 104. 

In game three, FBB 
defeated Zeke’s Freaks by a 
score of 478-457. The final 
score was 1336-1334, just 
a two-pin victory for Zeke’s 
Freaks. 

Spare Parts Bud bowled 
against Sandri in week 
25. In game one, Sandri 
defeated Spare Parts Bud 
by a score of 496-482. Sue 
Horton of Sandri began 
with 138. Madison Jebb 
of Spare Parts Bud bowled 
well over her league aver-
age with 108. 

In game two, Sandri won 
again by a score of 490-
428. Horton bowled 139 in 
game two during her team’s 
win. 

In game three, Sandri 
won for a three-game sweep 
over Spare Parts Bud, 479-
470. Horton finished with 
97 and a three-game series 
of 374. Rich Picotte of 
Sandri finished strong with 
143. 

The final score was 
1465-1380 in favor of 
Sandri. 

Cannonballs  bowled 
against  P&J Meats  in 
week 25. In game one, 
Cannonballs defeated P&J 
Meats by a score of 472-
450. 

In game two, P&J Meats 
struck back and won 463-
452. Shaun Midura of P&J 
Meats bowled 107 in game 
two. 

I n  g a m e  t h r e e , 
Cannonballs won the last 
game by a score of 453-
439. The final score was 
1377-1352 in favor of 
Cannonballs. 

Slow Burners bowled 
against the Snapper in week 
25. In game one, Snappers 
defeated Slow Burners, 
492-450. Andy Tombor of 
Snappers began the match 
with 126. His teammate, 
Eddie Stachowicz, began 
with 110. 

In game two, Snappers 
and Slow Burners tied, 457-
457. As a result, each team 
receives one victory point. 

In game three, Snappers 
won by a score of 491-469. 
Tombor finished with 114 
and a series of 326. Jody 
Orszulak of Slow Burners 
finished with 117. The final 
score was 1440-1376 in 
favor of Snappers, who go 
6-1 against Slow Burners. 

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(22-27-5-2) put forth a big 
push down the stretch but 
succumbed to a late goal 
in falling 2-1 against  the 
Iowa Wild (19-30-4-1) on 
Saturday night before the 
ninth consecutive Pink in 
the Rink sellout crowd of 
6,793 inside the MassMutual 
Center.

The two clubs, who com-
bined for 23 goals in two 
games in Des Moines in 
February, continued a week-
end of tight checking in the 
opening period, with young 
netminders Will Cranley 
of Springfield (eight saves) 
and William Rousseau of 
the Wild (nine saves) turn-
ing away every shot that 
reached the target in period 
one. Dillon Dube came the 
closest to breaking the tie for 
Springfield, ringing the post 
behind Rousseau with one 
offering.

The Thunderbirds were 
frequent penalty killers in 
the opening half of the game, 
and the Wild finally connect-
ed as their fourth power play 
began at 9:01 of the third, as 
Dylan Gambrell stole a clear-
ing attempt, firing a shot on 
net to force a rebound off 
Cranley’s pads. Tyler Pitlick 
drove to the rebound and 
backhanded it under Cranley 
to make it a 1-0 game as the 
veteran potted his ninth goal 
in 14 AHL games this sea-
son. 

Cranley had to atone for 
his own gaffe late in the peri-
od when he turned a puck 
over right in front of an open 
goal, but he recovered to 
sprawl back into his crease 
and make a stop to hold the 
score at 1-0 into the third.

Steve Ott’s team emptied 
the tank in the final period, 
to the tune of an 18-5 shot 
advantage. After failing to 
connect on two more power 
plays, the T-Birds used a 
great effort on the rush to 
finally crack into the score-
sheet as Matthew Peca made 
a perfect drop pass onto 
the tape of Hugh McGing, 
who one-timed it through 
Rousseau to even the score 
at 13:49.

The Thunderbirds had 
thoughts of jumping to the 
lead down the stretch, but 
Rousseau and Iowa kept 
Springfield from a tie-break-
ing goal. Instead, it would be 
the visitors who tasted vic-
tory late in the third. After 
a misplay at the offensive 
blue line from the T-Birds, 
Jean-Luc Foudy raced up the 
ice to set up a 2-on-1 with 
Gambrell, who one-timed a 
shot past a stretching Cranley 
with exactly 2:00 remaining 
in regulation. Springfield’s 
l a s t -d i t ch  e ffo r t s  wi th 
Cranley on the bench for a 
sixth attacker came up empty, 
and Iowa completed the two-
game sweep of the weekend. 
The visiting team won each 
of the four matchups in the 
season series between the 
teams.

The T-Birds returned to 
a sold-out Thunderdome on 
Wednesday, Mar. 11 as they 
host the Providence Bruins 
for the first of two games 
wearing St. Patty’s Day spe-
cialty jerseys.

T-Birds 
upset 
by Wild

TROIS-RIVIÈRES, QC 
—  The  Worcester Railers 
HC  (25-22-5-2, 57 pts)  fell 
in a shootout 
to the Trois-
R i v i è r e s 
Lions (26-
2 4 - 1 - 3 , 
56 pts) on 
S u n d a y , 
M a r .  8 , 
with a final 
score of 3-4 
at the Colisée 
Vidéotron, in front 
of a crowd of 2,010. 
The Railers are back 
in action on Wednesday, 
March 11th against the 
Norfolk Admirals at the 
DCU Center for a 7:05 p.m. 
puck drop.

Trois-Rivières struck 
first on Sunday afternoon, 
as Jacob Dion (1-2-3) gave 
the Lions a 1-0 advantage 
just 0:59 seconds into the 
first off a redirect from a 
Railers defenseman’s skate. 
The Lions grew their lead 
to 2-0 at 6:22 as Mathieu 
Bizier  (1-0-1)  sank a 
one-timer from the left cir-
cle. Riley Piercey (1-1-2) 
picked up the first goal for 
the Railers unassisted at 
6:47 in the second on a rush 
from the defensive zone. 
Calle Odelius (1-0-1) tied 
the game for Worcester just 
shy of eight minutes later 
with a point shot through 
the pads of  Benjamin 
Gaudreau. Trois-Rivières 
closed out the second with 
a late power play goal from 
Isaac Dufort (1-1-2), which 
regained the Lions’ lead 
heading into the third (3-2). 
Worcester tied the game 
once more as  MacAuley 
Carson (1-0-1)  narrow-
ly snuck the puck between 
the pads of Gaudreau (3-3). 
Carson’s goal pushed the 
game in to  ext ra- t ime. 
Nicholas Girouard claimed 

the only goal scored in the 
five-round shootout for the 
Lions’ narrow 4-3 win. 

Trois-
Rivières 
p i c k e d 

u p  t h e 
g a m e ’ s 

first goal 
just 59 sec-
onds into 
play. Jacob 
Dion (5th) 
capi tal ized 

on the Lions’ 
first shot of the 

game, as a lucky bounce 
off Calle Odelius’ skate put 
the puck in the back of the 
net. Another goal for Trois-
Rivières at 6:22, this time 
a one-timer from Mathieu 
Bizier (2nd) along the inner 
edge of the left faceoff cir-
cle, put the Lions ahead by 
two. Cam McDonald and 
Anthony Poulin came to 
blows with just over a min-
ute remaining on the clock. 
Both men headed to the box 
for roughing to serve their 
first half of the penalty. As 
the period came to a close, 
Worcester remained shut 
out by Trois-Rivières goal-
tender Benjamin Gaudreau. 
Worcester outshot Trois-
Rivières 10-9, and both 
teams finished the first peri-
od with one penalty apiece. 

Worcester was eager to 
close the growing gap cre-
ated by Trois-Rivières in 
the first. Riley Piercey 
(4th) fired a shot in the 
left corner over Gaudreau 
and shrunk Trois-Rivières’ 
two-goal lead to one at 
6:47. Piercey gained quick 
possession in Worcester’s 
zone off the faceoff and 
made a 2-on-1 rush down 
the near boards alongside 
Max Dorrington. Calle 
Odelius (2nd) kept the scor-
ing going for the Railers at 
14:29. The puck remained 

loose in the Lions’ zone 
after a quick initial save 
from Gaudreau. With a 
rebound that ricocheted off 
the right boards, Odelius 
stepped up to the puck and 
fired it between the legs of 
Gaudreau and evened the 
board at two apiece. The tie 
game didn’t last long, how-
ever, as Isaac Dufort (9th) 
closed out the second with 
a slapshot to beat Gahagen 
with 16 seconds remaining 
on the Lions’ power play 
and just 1:24 left in the 
frame. Worcester tied Trois-
Rivières with shots on goal 
at 10 each. The two teams 
also tied in penalties with 
two each.

MacAuley Carson (3rd) 
kept the game alive for the 
Railers as he tucked the 
puck through Gaudreau’s 
five-hole at 11:24. Max 
Dorrington set up the play 
as he entered the zone with 
just one hand on his stick 
and set Carson up for the 
goal with a quick pass. 
Carson’s goal was the only 
one scored in the third peri-
od and pushed the game 
into overtime. Shots on goal 
favored Worcester with 9 to 
Trois-Rivières’ 8. Worcester 
and Trois-Rivières were 
even with penalties at two.

As overtime came and 
went, neither team found 
the back of the net for the 
extra frame of play, and 
both Worcester and Trois-
Rivières were forced into a 
shootout. In the end, it was 
Nicolas Girouard for the 
Lions that came out on top 
and lit the lamp for a fourth 
and final time in the fifth 
round for a 4-3 final in favor 
of Trois-Rivières. Worcester 
trailed in total shots on goal 
by two, with 33 to Trois-
Rivières’ 35. 

Railers fall to Lions in shootout

For the 15th year, the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame will recognize one boy 
and one girl as the Western 
Massachusetts Players of the 
Year. A special presentation 
will be made for the recipi-
ents during halftime of one 
of the participating games. A 
panel of local media mem-
bers selects the award win-
ners, who are recognized for 

their achievements on 
the court as well as 
their sportsman-
ship and char-
acter off the 
court.

Participants 
i n  t he  Boys 
Class C and D 
g a m e  i n c l u d e : 
Ware’s Jack Gaudreau 
and Brady Guimond, 
Palmer’s Dylan Doherty, 
Gavin Smola, and Stephen 

Fredette, Mahar’s 
J a y d e n 
D e l g a d o , 
G r a n b y ’ s 
Z a v i e n 
Fernandez, 
a n d 
M o n s o n ’ s 

A u s t i n 
Meacham.

In the girls 
game, partici-

pants include: Minnechaug’s 
Ca i l in  O’Br ien ,  Ke l ly 

Cron in ,  and  E l i zabe th 
Woytowicz, Mahar’s Hayden 
Comeau, and Agawam’s 
Isabella Laprise,

And in the Boys A and B 
game, participants include: 
Holyoke’s Jordan King-
Perilli, Chicopee’s Dominic 
Garcia, Belchertown’s Jake 
Pacunas ,  Minnechaug’s 
Miles Fergus, Chicopee 
Comprehensive’s Brody Fay, 
and South Hadley’s Isiah 
James.

ALL-STARS from page 9

because of the challenging 
hills throughout the streets 
of Holyoke that runners 
must navigate through.

While there has been 
a considerable amount 
of snowfall this past win-
ter, the Holyoke DPW will 
have the streets utilized 
in the race ready to go for 
both runners and spectators. 
Helping matters has been 
the recent warmer weath-
er that has helped acceler-
ate the melting a lot of the 
snow.

For participants in this 
year’s race, Runner num-
bers and bib-tags can be 
picked up on Friday, Mar. 
20 from 3 to 6 p.m. They 
can also be picked upon 

Saturday morning between 
9 a.m. and 12 noon.

There will be free shuttle 
service going form Holyoke 
Community College to 
the race area. The shut-
tle will drop runners off at 
the Mater Dolorosa School 
parking lot outside of the 
clothing drop. Race officials 
advise using a shuttle by 12 
noon in order to make the 
start of the race.

ROAD RACE from page 9

Female winner Angelia Rafter crosses the finish line at 
34:13.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Alex Corbett takes second 
in the race for the second 
year in a row.

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Registration has opened for 
the Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first 
meeting of 2026 to prepare 
for the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will 
include a 16th game added 
to the regular season sched-
ule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented 
with playing on Mother’s 
Day Saturday as well as a 
weeknight game to allow 
players an opportunity to 
play under the lights. While 
the night games were very 
successful, the Mother’s 
Day Saturday games were 
rained out.

Those elements will 
return along with a 16th 
game with an opponent to 
be determine as the league’s 
board explores possibilities 
for interleague matchups 
with another league in the 
region. 

For returning players 
to the league, the deadline 
is Mar. 22 at 12 noon to 
be registered for the 2026 

season in order to be guar-
anteed a roster spot. There 
will be open practices for all 
players but specifically tar-
geted at new players sched-
uled for March 29 and April 
4 at times and locations to 
be announced. The draft is 
currently scheduled to take 
place on April 4 following 
that practice.

The season is currently 
slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league 
in September and October 
this season.

The registration is live 
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league 
dues via Venmo or contact 
the league leadership if an 
alternate form of payment is 
needed.

Aside from the week-
night and Mother’s Day 
games, other games take 
place Sundays at 10 a.m. 
outside of Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day and July 4 
weekends. Playoffs will be 
in August.

Registration now underway 
for Quaboag Valley Baseball
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Holyoke Community College 
Summer Youth Programs 
for Ages 8-16

July 27-31, Minecraft Designers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
August 3-7, Python Programmers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 20-24, Make Your First Video Game (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 13-17, ROBLOX Coders (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Around the world with 
Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Cooking without Borders with 
Chez Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Passport to Flavors with 
Chef Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

Check out our adult enrichment 
courses, too! hcc.edu/bcs

Save your spot and register 
today for summer fun!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Caring For Kids 
For 30+ Years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM/K-6TH GRADE
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 22ND-AUGUST 21ST

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Join Our Toddler 
Room Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Summer camp is some-
thing akin to a rite of pas-
sage for millions of young-
sters each year. Many adults 
look back fondly on their 
experiences at summer 
camp, often crediting such 
times as formative periods 
in their lives.

Summer camp benefits 
children in myriad ways. 
Recognition of the many 
advantages of attending 
summer camp can serve as 
a great reminder of just how 
fun it can be for children to 
spend their time away from 
school at a camp of their 
choosing.

• Campers continue to 
socialize throughout sum-

mer. Socializing isn’t just 
for the school year. While 
children in high school 
might be independent 
enough to come and go with 
their friends during summer 
break, kids who are still in 
elementary school or mid-
dle school might not be old 
enough to handle such free-
dom. That can make it hard 
to stay in touch with friends, 
which in turn can contribute 
to feelings of boredom and 
loneliness. Camp provides 
ample opportunities for 
young children to socialize 
during a time of year when 
they might not see their 
school friends as often as 
they’re used to. 

• Campers can expand 
their horizons. Though 
some summer camps are 
exclusive to residents of 
certain communities, many 
tend to feature children 
from numerous towns or 
municipalities. Such camps 
provide an opportunity for 
campers to expand their 
horizons by engaging with 
youngsters who come from 
different backgrounds. In-
deed, the Graduate School 
of Education at Harvard 
University notes that sum-
mer camp may be the first 
time children spend substan-
tial amounts of time with 
people whose backgrounds 
differ from their own.

• Camp can get kids 
off their devices. Modern 
children are growing up in 
a digital world, and parents 
know how hard it can be to 
get kids to put down their 
devices and get outdoors. 
But the key to making that 
pivot could be access to out-
door play spaces. A 2025 
study from researchers at 
the University of Michi-
gan published in the jour-
nal Health and Place found 
that efforts to reduce kids’ 
screen time are more suc-
cessful when children are 
given a chance to play out-
side. Many summer camps 
are structured around out-
door play, making them a 

potentially invaluable ally as 
parents seek to help children 
cut back on the time they 
spend using their devices. 
Children who do not attend 
camp and live in households 
where both parents work or 
in single-parent households 
where Mom or Dad works 
may be forced to spend 
much of summer indoors, 
which could increase the 
frequency with which they 
turn to devices to occupy 
their time.

• Camp adds structure 
to summer days. Once a 
school year ends, the struc-
ture a school day provides 
vanishes into thin air. Cou-
ple that with extracurricular 

activities that go on hiatus 
during summer vacation, 
and kids accustomed to 
structure are left with little 
to do and no need to sched-
ule their time. That can add 
an aimlessness to summer 
days. Camp can provide 
the structure kids are ac-
customed to but still offer a 
break from responsibilities 
like homework or the com-
mitments required of extra-
curricular activities.

There’s no shortage of 
benefits to enrolling young-
sters in summer camp, where 
kids can socialize, grow and 
get off their devices while 
engaged in structured but 
stress-free activities. 

The benefits of attending summer camp

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

2026 Summer Riding Sessions
June 29 - July 3 • July 20 - July 24
August 10 - August 14 • August 24-28

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Check Out These Great Camps!Check Out These Great Camps!

Proud publishers
of 12 community 

newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise your 

business here
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Ware Police Log
During the week of Feb. 

24-March 3, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
25 miscellaneous calls, 30 
administrative calls, 10 traf-
fic violations, 14 emergency 
911 calls, four thefts/larce-
nies, two harassments/stalks/
threats, three motor vehi-
cle accidents, two fires, two 
trespasses, two assist other 
agencies, one fraud/decep-
tion, two damage/vandal-
isms, three animal calls and 
18 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Ware.

Tuesday, Feb. 24
2 : 1 9  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, North Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

8:39 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Pleasant Street, 
Vehicle Towed

9:25 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Pleasant Street, 
Vehicle Towed

9:46 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Monson Turnpike Road, 
Vehicle Towed

10 a.m. Traffic Collision, 
Monson Turnpike Road, 
Report Made

11:33 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 
West Street, Arrest Made

12:50 p.m. Structure Fire, 
Hillside Village, Investigated

2:34 p.m. Home Invasion, 
Old  Poor  Fa rm Road , 
Investigated

5 :17  p .m.  Trespass /
Unwanted,  West Street , 
Investigated

5:24 p.m. Breaking and 
Entering/Burglary, Highland 
Village, Advised

6:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Wednesday, Feb. 25
3:06 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 

Ot i s  Avenue ,  Se rv ices 
Rendered

8:16 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Otis Avenue, Hazmat 

Spill Control
6:27 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted, Old Belchertown 
Road, Investigated

Thursday, Feb. 26
2:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

10:23 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Cummings Street, 
Dispatch Handled

6:36 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Cal l ,  West  Street , 
Investigated

7:09 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Barnes Street, Dispatch 
Handled

9:16 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Walnut Street, Services 
Rendered

Friday, Feb. 27
2 : 4 9  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, Vigeant Street, 
Parking Ticket Issued

9:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, East Main Street, 
Report Made

11:50 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

2:15 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Nor th  S t ree t ,  Serv ices 
Rendered

4 : 2 8  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, Shoreline Drive, 
Services Rendered

7:52 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Cottage Street, 
Dispatch Handled

8:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

8:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Gould Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

10:16 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  Main Street , 
Dispatch Handled

Saturday, Feb. 28
2 : 5 7  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, Cottage Street, 
Parking Ticket Issued

1 2  p . m .  D a m a g e /

Vandalism, Cottage Street, 
Services Rendered

5 : 4 1  p . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, Eddy Street, 
Could Not Locate

Sunday, March 1
3 :53  a .m .  Trespass /

Unwanted, Walnut Street, 
Services Rendered

6  a . m .  T r e s p a s s /
Unwanted, Walnut Street, 
Investigated

2:11 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
West Street, Report Made

9:41 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, North Street, 
Investigated

Monday, March 2
11:50 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

11:51 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Walnut Street, 
Investigated

8:25 p.m. Structure Fire, 
Pleasant Street, Extinguished

10 p.m. Assault, Church 
Street, Advised

Tuesday, March 3
2 : 4 5  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, North Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

11:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, West Street, Report 
Made

Hardwick Police Log

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety
Warren Police Log

During the week of Feb. 
15-21, the Warren Police 
Department  responded 
to 213 building/property 
checks, 27 community polic-
ings, 15 emergency 911 
calls, one harassment, one 
vandalism, three safety con-
cerns, two assist other agen-
cies, three parking issues, 
one vehicle fire, one larce-
ny/theft, two motor vehicle 
accidents, three animal calls 
and 13 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Warren.

Sunday, Feb. 15
8:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

12:51 p.m. Breathing 
Difficulty, Crescent Street, 
Transported to Hospital

12:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1 : 1 4  p . m .  S a f e t y 
Concern, South Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

2:22 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Chapel Street, Transported 
to Hospital

9:40 p.m. Harassment, 
Main Street, Report Filed

Monday, Feb. 16
9:33 a.m. Unconscious/

Unresponsive/Syncope, Old 
West Warren Road, Mutual 
Aid Transport

10:43 a.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Cottage 
Street, Mutual Aid Transport

11:01 a.m. Vandalism, 
Presidential Circle, Report 
Filed

1 : 1 4  p . m .  Pa r k i n g 
Issues, Comins Pond Road, 
Investigated

2:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:29 p.m. Wires Down, 
Main Street, Referred to 
Other Agency

6 : 2 7  p . m .  Ve h i c l e 
Fire, Cutler Road, Fire 
Extinguished

Tuesday, Feb. 17
5:28 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Quaboag Street, Canceled
9 : 0 7  a . m .  A l a r m 

Activation, School House 
Drive, Investigated

11:58 a.m. Suspicious 
Person, Carpenter Street, 
Report Filed

2 : 1 5  p . m .  A l a r m 
Activation, Reed Street, 
Investigated

3:09 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
W i n t h r o p  T e r r a c e , 
Confi rmed Accidental /
Misdial

4:18 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Shamrock 
Drive, Mutual Aid Transport

5:31 p.m. Abandoned 
Vehicle, Old West Warren 
Road, Report Filed

6:05 p.m. Animal Bites, 
Sarty Road, Transported to 
Hospital

7:38 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Quaboag Street, 
Report Filed

8:28 p.m. Parking Issues, 
Carpenter Street, Report 
Filed

1 0 : 5 3  p . m .  S i c k /
Unknown, Yankee Drummer 
Dr ive ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

Wednesday, Feb. 18
4 : 0 1  a . m .  S a f e t y 

Concern, Pleasant Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

8 : 4 2  a . m .  E r r a t i c 
Operator, Old West Warren 
Road, Written Warning

9:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Washington Street, 
Criminal Complaint

9:41 a.m. Headache, 
Main Street, Transported to 

Hospital
11:28 a.m. Unwanted 

Party,  Crescent Street , 
Officer Spoke to Party

3 : 3 1  p . m .  E r r a t i c 
Operator, Cross Street, 
Report Filed

7:01 p.m. Breathing 
D i f f i c u l t y,  O l d  We s t 
B r o o k f i e l d  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Feb. 19
5:28 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Old West Brookfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:53 p.m. Larceny or 
Theft,  Crescent Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

1 1 : 0 7  p . m .  E r r a t i c 
Operator,  Main Street , 
Investigated

Friday, Feb. 20
5:06 a.m. Chest Pain/

Heart Problem, Constitution 
Avenue, Transported to 
Hospital

11:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

12:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Bridges Avenue, 
Written Warning

1:02 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
W i n t h r o p  T e r r a c e , 
Transported to Hospital

2:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, 
Vehicle Towed

8:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, 
Vehicle Towed

Saturday, Feb. 21
7:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

8:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

6 : 3 7  p . m .  S a f e t y 
Concern, Southbridge Road, 
Report Filed

WARE – On the night 
of March 2 at approximate-
ly 8:25 p.m., Westcomm 
Regional Dispatch received 
a call from a reporting party 
for smoke coming from a 
building in the area of 
Church street and Pleasant 
Street.

Engine 2 was dispatched 
to investigate and upgrad-
ed the response to a second 
alarm. Engine 2 arrived on 
scene at 21-23 Pleasant St. 
to find a large wood frame 
constructed building under 
renovations with active 
fire in multiple areas of the 
building.

The fire was quick-
ly knocked down by the 
first alarm response and 
the building checked for 
extension. No injuries were 
reported.

F i r e  C h i e f  J a m e s 
Martinez thanked all mutu-
al aid departments and 
other professional entities 
that responded, including 

Belchertown Fire, Granby 
Fire/EMS, Monson Fire, 
Palmer Fire, Warren Fire, 
Wilbraham Fire and West 
Brookfield Fire/EMS.

The incident is under 
investigation by the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office along 
with Ware Fire and Police 
investigation team.

The State Fire Marshal’s 
office and local authorities 
are investigating two suspi-
cious fires in the Pleasant 
Street area of the town. 
They are encouraging town 
residents to remain vigi-
lant and keep an eye on one 
another so everyone stays 
safe.

If you have any informa-
tion, captured anything sus-
picious on your home secu-
rity cameras, heard anything 
from neighbors or locals 
that you’d like to report, call 
1-800-682-9229 or call the 
Ware Police or Ware Fire 
departments. All calls are 
strictly confidential.

Second Pleasant Street 
fire under investigation

Season runs 
through April 30

WARE – Open burning 
season is open now through 
April 30, during the hours 
of 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Permits will be available 
online only at ware.fireper-
mits.com. In order to obtain 
a burning permit, please 
go to ware.firepermits.com 
and register for the site.

If you are already regis-
tered for the site from last 

year’s season, you only 
need to log in and apply for 
a 2026 burn permit.

Please make sure you 
link your bank account 
for UniPay for a smoother 
process. The bank requires 
time to process your pay-
ment and your permit will 
be inactive until payment is 
approved.

Cash will not be accept-
ed at the fire station for a 
burn permit. All processing 
fees are required through 
the online website.

During the weeks of Feb. 
23-March 9, the Hardwick/
N e w  B r a i n t re e  Po l i c e 
Department responded to 
120 building/property checks, 
71 directed/area patrols, 25 
radar assignments, nine traf-
fic controls, 16 emergency 
911 calls, eight citizen assists, 
two assist other agencies, 
three complaints, seven safe-
ty hazards, four scams, one 
threat, two fires, one motor 
vehicle investigation, one 
investigation, seven animal 
calls and 30 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Hardwick.

Monday, Feb. 23
9:10 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Thayer Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

Tuesday, Feb. 24
3:27 a.m. Medical Alarm, 

Church Lane, Transported to 
Hospital

9:59 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Goddard Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

1:23 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
New Braintree Road, Services 
Rendered

1:30 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Prospect Street, 
Officer Handled

1:42 p.m. Medical Alarm, 
Church  Lane ,  Serv ices 
Rendered

8:33 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Feb. 25
2:01 p.m. Scam, Sullivan 

Avenue, Officer Handled
7 : 2 8  p . m .  T h r e a t , 

Petersham Road, Report 
Taken

Thursday, Feb. 26
1:36 a .m.  Suspicious 

Activity, Patrill Hollow Road, 
Officer Handled

10:19 a.m. Serve Warrant, 
Petersham Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

10:30 a.m. Complaint, 
B r e e n  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

12:48 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Greenwich Road, Services 

Rendered
6:13 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Petersham Road, Officer 
Handled

11:10 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Main Street, Spoken To

Friday, Feb. 27
10:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

S t o p ,  H a r d w i c k  R o a d , 
Written Warning

Saturday, Feb. 28
11:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Lower Road, Written 
Warning

2:23 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Old Petersham 
Road, Officer Handled

3:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

3:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

4:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

5:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

5:47 p.m. Investigation, 
Petersham Road, Officer 
Handled

6:26 p.m. Medical Alarm, 
Delargy Road, Transported to 
Hospital

8:58 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Police Station, Spoken To

Monday, March 2
9:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

S top ,  Pe te rsham Road , 
Citation Issued

11:45 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Petersham Road, Officer 
Handled

1:24 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

2 p.m. 911 Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Referred to 
Other Agency

5:27 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Prouty Road, 
Patient Refusal

Tuesday, March 3
1 : 2 0  p . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Barre Road, 
Officer Handled

1:37 p.m. 911 Motor 
Vehicle Crash, Petersham 
Road, Vehicle Towed

3:32 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

Wednesday, March 4
1:52 a.m. Fire/Other, 

Maple  S t ree t ,  Serv ices 
Rendered

12:05 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Bridge Street, 
Transported to Hospital

4:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Church Street, Written 
Warning

Thursday, March 5
9:19 a.m. 911 Animal Call, 

Petersham Road, Referred to 

Other Agency
9:30 a.m. Complaint , 

Hardwick Center, Officer 
Handled

10:38 a.m. Scam, Gaudet 
Road, Report Taken

4:58 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
H i g h  S t r e e t ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

Friday, March 6
12:50 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Tow n  Wi d e ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

10:14 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Barre Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4 : 2 2  p . m .  P a r k i n g 
Complaint,  Main Street, 
Spoken To

5:17 p.m. 911 Scam, 
Hardwick Road, Report Taken

6:37 p.m. Scam, Main 
Street, Report Taken

9:40 p.m. 911 Disabled 
Motor Vehicle, Lucas Road, 
Officer Handled

11:48 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Hardwick Road, Officer 
Handled

Saturday, March 7
7:46 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Charity Hill 
Road, Transported to Hospital

3:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

4:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
M a i n  S t r e e t ,  D i s p a t c h 
Handled

5 : 4 6  p . m .  F i r e /
Illegal Burn, Barre Road, 
Extinguished

6:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Church  S t ree t ,  Off i ce r 
Handled

11:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Church Lane, 
Negative Contact

Monday, March 9
2:07 a.m. Medical Alarm, 

Church Lane, Transported to 
Hospital

Open burning permits 
available online only

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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obituaries

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Blockchain-based 

entity
  4. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
  7. Painted with glue
 12. Legendary crooner
 15. Structure made with 

strips of wood
 16. Tropical fruits
 18. Commercial
 19. Comedienne 

Gasteyer
 20. The Ocean State
 21. Ancient Scot
 24. Basics
 27. Stated propositions
 30. Scottish island group
 31. Expression of 

annoyance
 33. Large tree
 34. Engine additive
 35. Conspiracy
 37. Drunkard

 39. Someone who is 
morally reprehensible 

 41. Ancient Syrian city
 42. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
 44. Carry  (slang)
 47. Sweet potato
 48. European river
 49. The Golden State
 50. Windy City ballplayer
 52. New Testament
 53. Possess spiritually
 56. A treeless grassy 

plain
 61. Popular historical 

novel
 63. In a law-abiding way
 64. A place to sleep
 65. Criticize

CLUES DOWN
  1. Impression in a surface
  2. Computer language
  3. Relating to the ear

  4. Occupant
  5. Member of Great Plains 

people
  6. Social media firm
  7. Digital audiotape
  8. Midway between east 

and southeast
  9. Chronic, progressive 

disease
 10. Chinese lute
 11. Not wet
 12. Moves wings up and 

down
 13. Communication 

devices
 14. Swiss river
 17. Female sibling
 22. Receive
 23. Relating to a type
 24. General’s assistant 

(abbr.)
 25. Steep bank
 26. Taxi driver
 28. Moves into without 

difficulty
 29. Bicycle manufacturer
 32. Traditional rhythmic 

pattern
 36. Fugitives are on it
 38. Bitter-tasting organic 

substance
 40. Die
 43. Matched
 44. Literary genre __-fi 
 45. Cannot
 46. Pounded
 51. British rock group
 54. Debt relief order
 55. 2006 NL Cy Young 

winner
 56. Green vegetable
 57. Tough outer skin of 

fruit
 58. __ Spumante (Italian 

wine)
 59. Ailments
 60. Famed singer Charles
 62. Camper

WA R R E N  –  I t  i s 
with great sadness that 
w e  a n n o u n c e 
the passing of 
Richard “Rick” 
Tuttle on Feb. 27, 
2026, at the age 
of 67. 

Rick was born 
to Ann & Robert 
“Bob” Tuttle of 
Warren, on Jan. 
23,  1959,  and 
was the youngest of three 
boys. 

Throughout his life, 
Rick was a man of many 
passions including: fish-
ing on his boat, riding his 
motorcycles, and driving his 
Triumph car. He was also 
an avid collector of vintage 
toys, whistles, and Jack 
Daniel’s memorabilia. 

You could point him out 
in a crowd by his boisterous 
laugh and large personality. 
Rick made friends wherev-
er he went and you could 
generally find him turning a 
stranger into a new acquain-
tance. 

It didn’t matter who you 
were, he would always offer 

a helping hand to anyone 
who needed it. 

A filial son, he 
spent his life work-
ing on his family 
farm, Breezelands 
Orchards ,  wi th 
a dog ever by his 
side. 

Rick is preced-
ed in death by his 
mother, Ann, and 
is survived by his 

father, Bob, his brothers 
Mark and Brad, and his two 
children, Tyler and Arianna. 

Rick’s family would like 
to welcome everyone to a 
celebration of life at Cebula 
Funeral Home in Ware on 
May 2 from noon-2 p.m. 
We encourage everybody to 
come and share their best 
Rick story. We wish for 
those who attend to cele-
brate Rick and his lasting 
impact on our lives. 

Cebula Funeral Home of 
Ware is assisting his family 
with the final arrangements.  
For more information and 
an online guest book, please 
visit:  www.cebulafuneral-
home.com.

Richard E. Tuttle, 67
BATH, ME – Joshua 

Charles Holden 51, born Aug. 
18, 1974, passed 
away in Portland, 
Maine on Jan. 24, 
2026.  

Josh grew up in 
Hardwick, along 
with his three sib-
lings, Glen, Jason, 
and Amber Holden. 
H a r d w i c k ,  t h e 
home of America’s 
oldest country fair, is sit-
uated next to the Quabbin 
Reservoir, a place of remark-
able natural beauty. 

Josh’s parents, Charles and 
Lillian Holden, encouraged 
a love of the outdoors in all 
their children. Josh grew up 
fishing, hunting, and camp-
ing with his parents, sib-
lings, cousins, and beloved 
grandparents, Ellen and Paul 
Champagne, or as he called 
them, Mem and Pep. 

At Quabbin Regional High 
School, Josh was a stand-
out on the wrestling team 
and a gifted artist, painting 
large colorful portraits. He 
furthered his art studies at 
Springfield College, the alma 
mater of his paternal grand-

father, Lester Holden. While 
at college, he studied abroad 

in England and had 
many memorable 
adventures, includ-
ing a 100-mile hike 
with friends along 
South Downs Way. 

After  gradua-
tion, he worked for 
Viacom in New 
York Ci ty  as  a 
graphic designer 

and animator for television 
channels including MTV and 
Nick at Nite. He later worked 
as a sought-after freelanc-
er in the industry, which 
allowed him time to continue 
his personal painting proj-
ects. 

The love of art came at 
a young age fostered by 
his paternal Grandmother 
Shirley (Randlett) Holden.

Josh, who never lost his 
love of the outdoors, moved 
to Maine in the early 2000s, 
working remotely in televi-
sion production while living 
in the Mid Coast area. 

When he wasn’t working, 
he enjoyed hiking, spend-
ing time at the beaches on 
Bailey Island, and painting 

landscapes. He had an art 
studio in Bath, which he 
shared with the public during 
monthly art walks. 

He was the proud father of 
Hudson, Bryce, and Jemma.  
Josh was predeceased by his 
parents, Charles G. Holden 
and Lillian (Champagne) 
Holden, as well as his brother 
Glen. He is survived by his 
three children Hudson, Bryce 
and Jemma. His brother Jason 
and his wife Donna, and their 
son Ty, Josh’s godson. His 
sister Amber and her daughter 
Jade; his sister-in-law Renee 
and his niece and nephew, 
Rachel and Ben. His lifelong 
friends Josh Sinkoski, Kenny 
Ruggles and David Fleming.

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily asks for donations to be 
made in Josh’s memory to 
The Art Walk Via: Visitbath.
com or  The  Hardwick 
Community Fair, P.O. Box 
1. Hardwick MA 01037.  A 
Private Burial will be held at 
the family’s convenience at a 
later date.

To share memories of 
Joshua or to leave the family 
an online condolence, please 
visit www.athutchins.com.

Joshua Charles Holden, 51 Death notices
Tuttle, Richard E.
Died Feb. 27, 2026
Services May 2, 2026

Holden, Joshua Charles
Died Jan. 24, 2026

Because of this, Duff said 
Quaboag Regional School 
District’s estimate for ser-
vices was much lower than 
that projected by North 
Brookfield Public Schools.

“Our special education 
numbers and our special edu-
cation costs I think were very 
spot-on,” he said. 

WBES playground
Duff  s a id  t he  Wes t 

Brookfie ld  E lementa ry 
School PTO has been work-
ing to replace the old kinder-
garten playground that was 
removed last year due to 
safety concerns.

“The PTO has raised 
just about enough funds to 
complete the project,” he 
said. “We have purchased 
all of the playground equip-
ment and it’s already at the 
school.”

Duff said the PTO does 
not have enough funds to 

purchase the entire rubber-
ized mat to cover the play-
ground surface, but they are 
able to move forward with 
installation this summer.

“When kids return to 
school in the fall, we’ll have 
a new kindergarten/first 
grade playground,” he said. 

Superintendent’s report
Duff said the Washington, 

D.C. trip will be held March 
17-20 for eighth and ninth 
grade students. He said this 
trip was approved by the 
School Committee last year.

Duff said many commu-
nity members sponsored stu-
dents to ensure that all stu-
dents who wanted to attend 
the trip would be able to go. 
He said 100 students and 10 
chaperones are attending.

Duff said they are look-
ing at adding additional solar 
panels to some of the school 
district’s buildings. 

“We will look at that over 
time,” he said.

Duff said they will also 
look at solar credits to help 
offset the cost.

Duff said they are also 
looking into a grant that 
would allow the school dis-
trict to purchase electric 
landscaping equipment, heat 
pumps in some of the offic-
es, as well as a new electric 
stove for the kitchen. He said 
this is not a matching grant 
and would be a cost-savings 
to the school district. 

Duff said the grade six 
leadership,  Project  351 
a m b a s s a d o r s ,  S t u d e n t 
Advisory Council and High 
School Principal’s Council 
will present at the March 12 
School Committee meeting. 

Visitor’s comments
Ray Kopacko said the 

Warren Finance Committee 
will be meeting on March 12 
at 2:30 p.m. to continue dis-
cussion about the fiscal year 
2027 budget. 

UPDATE from page 1

police department present-
ed was fuel. Landine said 
there is $25,000 marked for 
fuel, and $21,000 marked 
for repair. He said since 
2020, the average cost of 
fuel per year is $18,000

The discussion then 
turned to staffing. Landine 
said the budget funds five 
full-time police officers, 
and that there is 24/7 cov-
erage in town. Additionally, 
the budget covers two 
matrons and a part-time 
officer. 

There is a line item 
in the budget for “pen-
sionable income” which 
Landine said is simply his 
salary, which accounts for 
$109,000. 

Other line items dis-
cussed include police 
expense, which $28,000 is 
being requested for FY 27, 
which covers in part soft-
ware for reports, finger-
print machines, and body 

worn cameras. He said 
those costs are split with 
the New Braintree Police 
Department. 

Other line items that 
Landine said he did not 
expect to be an issue for 
this upcoming fiscal year 
include cruiser replace-
ment, server replacement, 
and laptop replacement. 
Landine said cruisers are 
replaced every two-three 
years, the server is on a 
grant list, and the laptops 
are new, but in a few years 
will have one replaced a 
year. 

Landine said the clerk 
salary is up 2% from last 
year, and they work 19 
hour weeks. 

School budget
The board and com-

mittee held a short discus-
sion on the school budget, 
which has not been pre-
sented by the school dis-
trict yet. They noted that 
the minimum funding per 

MEETING from page 1

student from the town is 
$10,500, and Hardwick has 
had a net increase of 17 stu-
dents, while the district as a 
whole has had a net decrease 
of 7 students. 

Korzec said he noticed in 
the last town report that there 
were 20 births in the town 
of Hardwick last year, and 
said they will need to start 
thinking about a five year 
budgeting plan should those 
20 children go to school in 
the district. 

The boards are scheduled 
to have another joint meeting 
on March 16. 

WARE – Massachusetts 
State Law, Chapter 140, 
§137, requires that all dogs 
six months of age shall be 
licensed each year.

Dog licenses are now 
available for sale and must 
be purchased by Tuesday, 
March 31. 

If you are licensing in 
person the Town Clerk’s 
Office will be open Monday, 
Tuesday,  Thursday and 
Friday each week during 
business hours. Town Hall 
is now closed to the public 
on Wednesdays. If you are 
licensing by U.S. Mail, the 
licenses must be purchased 
prior to March 31, and your 
envelope must also be post-
marked by March 31 or there 
will be a late fee.

Fees for licensing your 
dog are male/female $15; 
spayed/neutered $10.

On April 1 there will be 
a late fee of $15 per dog in 

addition to the licensing fee.
Rabies Certificates for 

each dog must be presented 
at the time of licensing as in 
the past. 

If your dog was licensed 
in 2025, check the license to 
see if the Rabies Certificate 
is current (the information 
is on your 2025 license); it 
is current, simply come into 
the office to license in person 
or license by U.S. Mail. If 
licensing by mail, you must 
provide a self-addressed, 
postage paid envelope in 
order for us to return the 
license and tag to you. 

If licensing more than one 
dog, be sure to add sufficient 
postage to your envelope to 
insure delivery.

Checks are payable to the 
Town of Ware for the appro-
priate amount. All Rabies 
Certificates supplied will be 
returned to you with the dog 
license.

Contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at  413-967-9648 
extension 177 if you failed 
to license in 2025 so that 
we may inform you what is 
owed in entirety to license 
for 2026.

There is also a blue drop 
box outside the lower-lev-
el offices at Town Hall for 
those of you who wish to 
drop off your request for 
licensing. Address the enve-
lope to Town Clerk/Dog 
Licenses.

If you are licensing your 
dog for the first time, be 
sure to supply the owner’s 
name, address and contact 
telephone number; a copy of 
the current Rabies Certificate 
and if the dog is neutered/
spayed also send this certifi-
cate unless it is stated on the 
Rabies Certificate.

Question may be directed 
to the Town Clerk’s Office at 
413-967-9648 extension 177.

Ware Town Clerk releases 2026 
dog licensing information

WARE – The Town of 
Ware will hold its Annual 
Town Election on Monday, 
April 13, at Town Hall, 126 
Main St.

While voters may cast 
their ballots in person on 
election day, there is also 
a Vote by Mail option for 
those who may be interested.

The Vote by Mail applica-
tion is available in the Town 
Clerk’s Office to be com-

pleted in person, or it is also 
available online on the Town 
of Ware website, www.town-
ofware.com. See Town Clerk 
page – Elections and Voting, 
or News and Notices.

Applications may be 
dropped off in person at the 
Town Clerk’s Office, in the 
U.S. Mail or in the blue drop 
box outside the lower-level 
offices at Town Hall, 126 
Main St.

An online portal is also 
ava i l ab le  under  www.
ma.gov – Secretary of State 
– Elections and Voting. 

The deadline to apply for 
or forward your application 
is Monday April 6 at 5 p.m.

Questions may be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk – 
Nancy J. Talbot at 413-967-
9648 extension 103.

Town Clerk lists Vote by Mail information
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING, 
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite 
surface plates, red head spindles and 
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34 
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-
543-1227.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – Oil and 
Gas, AC service also. 413-222-2904 
Bobby.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor.

 Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year
construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor 
carpentry.

413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

The Town of Oakham is
seeking an experienced certified 

municipal TOWN CLERK.
10 hours a week. $31.82 -$40.30 depend-
ing on experience. 
Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a 
full job description and town employment 
application.

The Town of Oakham is seeking
 an experienced working

 HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT. 
The Highway Superintendent serves as 
the working department head responsible 
for the planning, administration, and day-
to-day operations of the Town’s Highway 
department. Pay rate is $31.82 – $40.30/hr 
depending on experience. 
Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a 
full job description and town employment 
application.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED WANTED SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

TAX SERVICES

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

SERVICES

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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public notices

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

is offering our local businesses an opportunity 
to advertise at a REDUCED RATE!

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 4.75" wide x 6.35" high

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the April 9 issue of 

The Journal Register and the Ware River News.

AD DEADLINE: MARCH 25, 2026
➤ Quarter page ad with story (4.75" x 12.75") $275

➤ Half page ad with story (9.75" x 12.75") $460
➤ Full page ad with story (Two 9.75" x 12.75") $650

262 Lower Road, Gilbertville 
774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

hardwickcrossing.com

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering & 
Curbside Pick-up 

Available
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, May 6th & 20th

Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website 
For More Details

GOLF COURSE NOW OPEN 

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR 
LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Function 
Space 

 Available

Outdoor dining available

GILBERTVILLE – 
The former Dunroamin 
Country Club, a 9-hole 
golf course, reopened at 
262 Lower Road, known 
as “Hardwick Crossing” 
and has a five-star quality 
restaurant without the price 
tag.

Hardwick Crossing 
golf course opened in July 
2022 with a manicured 
course while offering a 
variety of memberships 
packages to suit a range of 
guests and familial needs. This endeavor 
fulfilled owner Kenneth Uracius’ dream 
of reopening the former golf course. 

The newly renovated restaurant, 
known by regulars as “The Clubhouse,” 
opened in September 2022 and provides a 
full-service bar and gourmet food. Choic-
es include saute dishes, clam chowder, 
prime rib, fish and chips Buffalo chicken 
dip, Buffalo tenders, Gnocchi, Bourbon 
steak tips and salmon. 

The executive chef is Thomas Si-
mons. He was at Enricos Brick Oven Piz-
zaria for eight years as well as Tower Hill 
Botanical Gardens for many years. Their 
Sous Chef Neils Anderson took over that 
position when Simons got promoted to 
executive chef. Anderson comes from 
Sturbridge Host Hotel and Enrico’s and 
been at Hardwick Crossing from the be-
ginning. 

A 3,600 square foot banquet venue, 
which seats 170 people is open for special 

events and weddings. It has a panoramic 
view o the golf course. Chef Jeff Nicholas 
assists in the regular kitchen and runs the 
events and weddings kitchen. They also 
have outdoor seating for 125 overlooking 
the golf course.

The motto they follow at Hardwick 
Crossing is ingredients are “from the sea, 
from the table” and “from the family,” so 
fresh and local products are a top priority. 
General Manager Courtney Letendre said 
the restaurant has food delivered six days 
a week. Alex Symons is Assistant Man-
ager and Cassandra Hobbs, Bar Manager. 
They offer products and produce from 
Gibson Farms, Midtown Meats, West 
Boylston Seafood, local farm stands, 
Front Yard Farms.

The restaurant is open Sunday 
through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. People may follow them on face-
book and instagram at hardwickcrossing.
com.

Hardwick Crossing Country Club has a 9-hole golf 
course, a restaurant and banquet hall for weddings 
and special events.

Hardwick Crossing Country Club

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
& WARE RIVER NEWS

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 89 Church Street, 

Ware, Massachusetts
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in 
a certain mortgage given by Isis 
Anadon, to Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc. 
(“MERS”), as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Mortgage Network, 
Inc. its successors and assigns 
and now held by AmeriHome 
Mortgage Company, LLC, said 
mortgage dated May 18, 2021, 
and recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 14105, Page 323, as affect-
ed by an Assignment of Mortgage 
dated May 31, 2022, and record-
ed in the Hampshire County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 14568, 
Page 294, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present 
holder, for breach of the condi-
tions in said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public Auction on 
April 9, 2026 at 11:00 AM Local 
Time upon the premises, all and 
singular the premises described 
in said mortgage, to wit:

A certain tract or parcel of 
land situate on the Easterly side 
of Church Street, in said Ware, 
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, bounded and described as 
follows:

Beginning at an iron pin on the 
Easterly side of Church Street, 
said iron pin marking the South-
westerly corner of land of Wil-
liam O. Barrett;

thence Southwesterly along 
the Easterly side of Church Street 
78.3 feet to an iron pin at the cor-
ner of land of Cora M. Gilmore; 
thence South 52° 11` East 220 
feet along line of land of Cora M. 
Gilmore to an iron pin in line of 
land of Grenville Park;

thence North 43° 4` East 79 
feet along line of Grenville Park 
at an iron pin at corner of land of 
William O. Barrett;

thence North 52° 22` West 220 
feet along line of said Barrett to 
the place of beginning, more or 
less.

Subject to and together with 
the rights and easements in the 
common driveway which runs 
between locus and the premises 
now or formerly of John F. Slat-
tery and Mary E. Slattery The 

description of the property con-
tained in the mortgage shall con-
trol in the event of a typographi-
cal error in this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated May 17, 2021, and record-
ed in the Hampshire County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 14105, 
Page 319.

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence 
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

TEN THOUSAND 
($10,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid by a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check at the time and 
place of the sale by the purchaser. 
The balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid by a certified check, 
bank treasurer’s or cashier’s 
check within forty-five (45) days 
after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
275 West Natick Road, 

Suite 500
Warwick, RI 02886

Attorney for AmeriHome 
Mortgage Company, LLC

Present Holder of the 
Mortgage

Telephone: (401) 234-9200
MLG File No.: 23-03451

03/12, 03/19, 03/26/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with the provi-

sions of the Massachusetts Gener-
al Law 105A, for the purpose of 
satisfying the  liens of Sunny Side 
Storage LLC, in order to satisfy 
past due rents and other expenses, 
the contents of the following stor-
age units will be sold for non-pay-
ment on Saturday, March 21, 
2026 at 9 a.m. on the premises 
of Sunny Side Storage LLC, 313 
& 319 Palmer Rd., Ware, MA 
(413)967-5888.
Sara Reardon F-40 & F-58
Cathleen Tuttle F-10
Tammy George C-38
Jeremy Hines F-3
Beth Makara C-46
Tekowa Ostander A-19
Zachary Chrabascz C-45
03/12, 03/19/2026

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

warren

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Quaboag Historical 
Society requests nomina-
tions for the annual Lucy 
Stone Achievement Award 
and the Irving and Jane 
England Award.

Each year, the histor-
ical society recognizes its 
most impressive commu-
nity leaders and volunteers 
with these two awards. The 
Lucy Stone Achievement 
Award is given annually 
in observance of the com-
monwealth’s designation of 
Lucy Stone Day on March 
8. 

Born on Coy Hill in 
West Brookfield, Stone 
worked tirelessly through-
out her life to get equal 
rights for all individuals. 
She was a lecturer for abo-
litionist and equal rights 
groups and the founder 
and editor of The Woman’s 
Journal.

For the Lucy Stone 
Awa r d ,  t h e  Q u a b o a g 
Historical Society requests 
nomination letters for any-

one living in one of the 
six Quaboag Plantation 
a rea  towns  ( the  four 
Brookfields, New Braintree, 
and Warren). Residents are 
asked to nominate individ-
uals whose volunteer efforts 
have helped make their 
communities better places 
to live. 

The nominating letters 
should briefly explain why 
the writer believes the nom-
inee is deserving of the 
award. The name, address, 
and phone number of both 
the nominator and the nom-
inee must be included in the 
letter.

“For this award, we are 
seeking nominees who have 
done an exemplary job of 
giving back through com-
munity service,” said QHS 
Co-President Amy Dugas, 
who described the motto 
of the Lucy Stone Award 
as honoring residents who 
make the world a better 
place. 

The Irving and Jane 
England Award, also pre-

sented annually by the 
QHS, is given each year 
to a resident  of  West 
Brookfield who has helped 
be t te r  the  communi ty 
through community service. 
Nomination regulations for 
this award are the same as 
those for the Lucy Stone 
Award.

Dugas and other QHS 
leaders feel it’s important 
to take a few moments each 
year to honor those who 
contribute countless hours 
to improving their commu-
nities.

“Those people willing 
to put in the time and get 
involved and make a sig-
nificant contribution to the 
community should be rec-
ognized,” Dugas added.

All award nomination 
entries should be submit-
ted to the QHS by Monday, 
April 13. 

N o m i n a t i o n  l e t -
ters should be mailed to 
The Quaboag Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 635, West 
Brookfield, MA 01585. 

Nominations needed for 
historical society awards

Town Election 
to be held 
May 5

WARREN – Town Clerk, 
Laura J. Stockley said the 
Town Election will be held 
on Tuesday, May 5.

Appearing on the ballot 
will be the following:

M o d e r a t o r ,  t h r e e -
yea r  t e rm;  Se lec tman , 
three-year term;  Board 
of   Heal th ,  three-year 
term;  Assessor, three-year 
term; Park Commissioner, 
three-year term; Cemetery 
Commissioner, three-year 
term;  Sewer Commissioner, 
three-year term; Planning 
Board ,  f ive-year  te rm; 
Housing Authority,  five-year 
term; and Housing Authority, 
two-year term.  

Nomination papers must 
be filed with the Board of 
Registrars, in the Town 
Clerk’s office, for certifica-
tion on or before Tuesday, 
March 17 at 5 p.m. Final day 
to withdraw as a candidate is 
Thursday, April 2 at 5 p.m. 

The Quaboag Regional 
School District positions will 
also be incorporated on the 
Town Ballot. Two members 
from the Town of Warren for 
a three-year term and two 
members from the Town of 
West Brookfield for a three-
year term. Deadline for 
returning nomination papers 
is Friday, March 20 by 4 p.m. 

Last day to register to vote 
before the Town Election 
is Friday, April 24 from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. at the Town 
Clerk’s office in the Shepard 
Municipal Building.

WARE – The Friends 
of Ware Town Hall are 
now selling Spring Lotto 
Calendars to raise money 
to restore the beautiful 
large windows in the Great 
Room of the Town Hall.

Lotto Calendar sales 
wil l  continue through 
March 31. Drawings will 
be made weekly beginning 
April 1 and winners will be 
notified by phone.

The cost of each cal-
endar is $10 and there are 
multiple chances to win 

since winning stubs will be 
put back into the drawing. 
Cash prizes range from $25 
to one $500 prize on the 
final day of drawing, April 
30.

Calendars may be pur-
chased from members of 
Friends of Ware Town Hall, 
as well as the following 
locations in town: Ware 
Town Hall, Town Clerk’s 
Office; It’s Wine O’clock; 
Crystal Springs Dairy Bar; 
Ware River Club; Ware 
Senior Center; Changes 

Hair Design; Ware Library; 
M o u l t o n  I n s u r a n c e 
Agency; Nat Falk; Otto 
Florist; and Silhouettes on 
Main.

Anyone who would like 
to purchase a calendar but 
is unable to do so locally 
can mail a check for $10, 
payable to Friends of Ware 
Town Hall, along with their 
address and phone number 
to: Friends of Ware Town 
Hall, P.O. Box 692, Ware, 
MA 01082. The calendar 
will be mailed to you.

Friends of Ware Town Hall offer Spring 
Lotto Calendars to raise money

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Ware River News
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, BIKES, BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE US!!!!
END OF YEAR TV CLEARANCE!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tuesday-Sunday

8am-2pm

BRING IN ENTIRE AD FOR $5 OFF
with $10 minimum purchase.

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES
❖ MAC’N CHEESE
❖ LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

See website for specials
JARSCafe.com
❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

TEA FOR TWO
1st Sunday Every Month
Reservations Required

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Two Great Cruises aboard 
Norwegian 
Breakaway!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

STURBRIDGE, MA
Spacious raised ranch set on a private 1.8-acre lot in 
desirable Sturbridge. This home offers 3 bedrooms, 
and 2 full baths with over 2,100 sq ft of living space. 
Main level features hardwood floors, stainless steel 
appliances, spacious living room, formal dining 
room, and a large sunroom overlooking the backyard. 
Finished lower level includes a huge bonus room, with gas stove insert and slider to the patio, and 
incredible in-ground pool area, plus two additional rooms and laundry. Flexible layout could work 
well for an in-law apartment, ADU or extended living. Additional features include solar panels, 
providing significant energy savings, a built-in Generac generator, a 3-car garage, and long paved 
driveway. Surrounded by approximately 1,000 acres of protected land, located just minutes to 
Routes 20, I-84, and the MA Pike, in the Tantasqua school district. Available for $640,000.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

Waterwheel Realty
We Keep Things We Keep Things 

TurningTurning! Paul Varney Sr.
Realtor/Broker/Veteran/Auctioneer
Higher Experience:  We have been 

selling & reselling area homes 
and land for over 40 years.

978-355-4438
paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Waterwheel Village
A 55 & Better Community

A Unique Mobile Home Community 
in Barre Surrounded by a Wilderness Pond.

978-355-3454
Right now we have new and resale homes available

A Family Operated Business Since 1978
12 Nichewaug Road, P.O. Box 339, Barre, MA 01005

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

www.turley.com  •  413.283.8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

CONTACT US
TODAY FOR
DETAILS

LOCAL BUSINESS

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com


