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Editor
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BARRE – In less than 
one hour, a single person can 
save the lives of up to three 
people by donating blood. 

Hardwick resident and 
Quabbin Regional High 
School senior Ellie Frost and 
her team of volunteers helped 
to save dozens of lives on 
Feb. 27, when they organized 
an all-day blood drive in the 
school’s gymnasium, in part-
nership with Rhode Island 
Blood Center.

This blood drive was 
Frost’s community service 
project as a member of the 
school’s National Honor 
Society. 

“I really liked the idea of 
a blood drive,” Frost said. “I 
don’t think we’ve done one 
in about 11 years.”

Once she se t t led  on 
the idea of hosting a blood 
drive, Frost reached out to 
several blood donation cen-

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  D e e r 
Meadow Farm in Warren 
was the destination for this 
year’s Massachusetts Maple 

Producers Association’s 
annual kickoff. 

Joining the Julian fam-
ily at Deer Meadow Farm 
was Massachusetts Maple 
P roducers  Assoc ia t ion 
President Kim Trust who 
was excited for this year’s 

kickoff event of the maple 
season. This was the first 
time Deer Meadow Farm 
hosted this kickoff event and 
Trust wanted to thank the 
Julian family for their hos-
pitality. 

This kickoff event fea-

tured town officials and one 
of Massachusetts’ senators 
in attendance during the cer-
emonial tapping of the first 
tree, a tour of the farm’s 
sugar shack, and a reading 

Maple MonthMaple Month  kicks offkicks off

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
The ceremonial kickoff of Massachusetts Maple Season took place this past weekend at Deer Meadow Farm in 
Warren. To the left are members of the Julian family and representatives of Deer Meadow Farm. To the right of the 
ceremonial tapped tree is Winton Pitcoff (left), Mass Maple Producers Association President Kim Trust, and State Sen. 
Jake Oliveira. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WA R E  –  S c h o o l 
Committee Chair  Brian 
Winslow said a rough esti-
mate for the cost of the inde-
pendent investigation into 
the allegations made against 
Superintendent Dr. Michael 
Lovato is anywhere from 
$10,000-15,000.

“Money well spent, as 
far as I’m concerned,” he 
said at the Feb. 26 School 
Committee meeting.

Winslow said the cost 
depends on the scope of the 
investigation and he suggest-
ed the committee remove 
any investigation of malice, 
which he said could be added 
further into the investigation 
if necessary.

“At this point, I want to 
just get this going,” Winslow 
said. 

S c h o o l  C o m m i t t e e 
M e m b e r  C h r i s t o p h e r 
Desjardins made a motion 
to withdraw his amendments 
made at the previous School 
Committee meeting (which 
included allowing the super-
intendent to approve of the 
selection of an independent 
investigator), which passed. 

Wi n s l ow  s a i d  a f t e r 
reviewing the motion with 
school’s attorney, it was 
determined that Lovato’s 
approval is not necessary 
to move forward with the 
independent investigation. 
Lovato said he does not have 
any issue with the investiga-
tor selected by the School 
Committee.

“For the record, I did do 
my homework on this person, 
so did my attorney, and we 
have no complaints about the 

Committee moves forward 
with investigation

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Select Board met at the end 
of February and had a discus-
sion and vote on a request for 
proposal for the Calvin Paige 
building.

The town is requesting pro-
posals for the acquisition, ren-
ovation and redevelopment 
of a town owned historic 
building. The Calvin Paige 
building was built back in 
the 1930s and is located 
within the socially, cul-
turally and economically 
emerging Hardwick Center. 

The Select Board have 
listed the redevelopment 
options for the Calvin Paige 
building as well as uses. The 
preferred uses include histori-
cal, office space, studio space 
and community use. 

S e l e c t  B o a r d  C l e r k 
William Tinker wanted to 
review one section of the RFP, 
the Comparative Selection 
Criteria. Tinker wanted to 
amend the evaluations and 
measures for the proposals. 

The board would agree to 
use the point system as fol-
lows: Highly Advantageous, 
3 points, Advantageous, 2 
points, Not Advantageous, 
1 point and Unacceptable, 0 
points. Tinker explained the 
point system to the Select 

Board and will send a copy to 
the Town Administrator. 

Part of the RFP is to 
focus on Public Benefit and 
Community Impact. A pos-
sible project for the Calvin 
Paige building provides sig-
nificant public benefits, such 
as community space, econom-
ic growth, or services that 
directly enhance residents’ 
quality of life. 

“Highly Advantageous,” as 
Tinker described it. “What is 
the public benefit.”

The Select Board voted 
and adopted the RFP for the 
Calvin Paige building. The 
property shall be conveyed 
with a historic preservation 
restriction, protecting the 
exterior of the historic build-
ing. A copy of this RFP can 
be found on the town website, 
www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Town 
Administrator’s report
Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

Select Board adopts 
RFP for Calvin Paige

Quabbin senior organizes blood drive

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Quabbin Regional High School senior Ellie Frost stands 
next to a chart that tracked the number of pints of 
blood collected during a community blood drive she 
organized on Feb. 27. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Many res-
idents joined town offi-
cials, including the Board 
of Selectmen, and repre-
sentatives of Weston & 
Sampson to discuss the 
potential plans for eco-
nomic development for 
the Wrights Mill com-
plex in West Warren held 
at the Senior Center last 
Wednesday. 

This was the second 
public meeting for the 
Wrights Mills Master 
Recovery Plan. Copies 
of three possible con-
cepts were provided at the 

Public 
discusses 
mill 
complex

Please see WRIGHTS, 
page 6

Please see SCHOOL, 
page 13

Deer Meadow Farm site for ceremonial tree tapping

“Rates for health 
insurance are 
skyrocketing.”

 - Justine Caggiano, 
Town Administrator

Please see DRIVE, page 13

Please see HARDWICK, 
page 6Please see MAPLE, page 8
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Each week the 
Ware River 

News digs into 
its submitted 

photo archives 
and selects a 

people photo to 
publish. We need 
your help to help 

identify those 
pictured.

Email your 
answers by 

Monday at noon 
to pouimette@

turley.com.

The  Ware  R iver 
N e w s  w i l l  g l a d l y 
correct factual errors 
that  appear in this 
pape r.  Cor rec t ions 
or clarifications will 
a lwa y s  a p p e a r  o n 
Page 3.  To request 
a  cor rec t ion ,  send 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o 
p o u i m e t t e @ t u r l e y.
com, or call 967-3505. 
Corrections may also 
be requested in writing 
at:  Ware River News, 
Attn: Editor, 80 Main 
St., Ware, MA 01082.

Member 
FDIC westfieldbank.com

High-tech 
checking.  
Low-hassle 
convenience.
When it comes to checking, 
chances are you can do 
better. Westfield Bank makes 
checking easier than ever with: 
  Mobile Deposit
  WB Debit Card Manager
  Identify Theft Protection
  Digital Wallet

    and much more!

Choose the right account for you at  
westfieldbank.com/personal/checking-accounts  

or stop by your local WB branch today.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 1989 showed members of the Ware 

Golden Age Club who celebrated wedding anniversaries. 
From left are Ed and Julia Norris, 50 years; Edward and Mary 

Szczepanek, 60 years; and John and Joan Lund, 50 years.  
If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send 
their names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

WARE – The Ware Senior 
Center, located at 1 Robbins 
Road ,  i s  open  Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by Sue 
LaBarge, who can be reached 
by calling 413-544-1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, March 10

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi 
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch

Tuesday, March 11
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. $3 
per class

•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 10-11 a.m. Mass EDP pre-

sentation. Free on land and 
cell phone lines to the dis-
abled seniors.

•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. $3 

per class
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 

5 p.m.)
Wednesday, March 12

•	 9 a.m. Tai-Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 10-11:30 a.m. Kirsten 

Krieger, Quabbin Region 
DPH Nurse office hours

•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga
•	 1 p.m. Knit-Crochet-Laugh

Thursday, March 13
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club. Meet 

at Senior Center.
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing for 

Beginners
•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 2:30 p.m. Art Class
•	 Friday, March 14
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Food 

Bank of  Western  MA 
Brown Bag Program

•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 

5 p.m.)

LUNCHES 
DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless

otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the business 
day before, to put you name 
on the lunch list. 

Monday, March 10
Hamburger Gravy over 

Toast, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

Tuesday, March 11
Fried Chicken,  Yams, 

Corn, Dessert of the Day
Wednesday, March 12
Grilled Burger with Swiss 

Cheese, Lettuce and Tomato, 
French Fries, Dessert of the 
Day

Thursday, March 13
Chocolate Chip Pancakes, 

Sc ramb led  Eggs ,  Hash 
Browns, Dessert of the Day

Friday, March 14
Chicken Cacciatore, Salad, 

Dessert of the Day 

Ware Senior Center newsCorned beef and 
cabbage dinner 
is March 17

WARE – The Trinity 
Episcopal Church, cor-
ner of Park and Pleasant 
streets, will host a drive up, 
take-out St. Patrick’s Day 
corned beef and cabbage 
dinner on Monday, March 
17 from 5-6:30 p.m. 

The cost is $15 per 
meal ,  which includes 
corned beef, cabbage, pota-
toes, carrots, bread and 
dessert. To reserve meals, 
please call 413-967-6100 
and leave your name, num-
ber of meals and phone 
number.

All proceeds benefit 
parish mission and minis-
tries serving the commu-
nity. 

Wreaths Across 
America to 
retire wreaths 
March 8

WARE – The com-
munity is invited to help 
retire wreaths from veter-
ans’ graves with Wreaths 
A c r o s s  A m e r i c a  o n 
Saturday, March 8 begin-
ning at 10 a.m. in Aspen 
Grove.

If you are willing to 
help, it may be beneficial 
to bring a broom, rake, or 
hockey stick to carry them. 
After retiring wreaths from 
Aspen Grove, volunteers 
will then move on to other 
cemeteries in town until 
the mission is complete.  

WARE –  A spaghe t -
ti supper in honor of Kristen 
Murphy will be held on 
Thursday, March 13 from 5-7 
p.m. in the Ware Junior/Senior 

High School cafeteria. 
The cost is $15 per per-

son and take-out is avail-
able. Take-out orders must be 
pre-ordered by March 12 by 

calling 413-967-5977.
Al l  p roceeds  benefi t 

Kristen’s family.  Venmo 
is  avai lable @Jeannine-
Bonnayer-1. 

Spaghetti supper benefits family of Kristen Murphy

Recently,  five eighth 
graders from the Quabbin 
Regional School District 
towns were selected as 
ambassadors for Project 351, 
a nonprofit organization ded-
icated to community service 
and empowerment. 

This honor allows them 
to play a vital role in unit-
ing their communities and 
spreading hope throughout 
the year. The ambassadors 
will engage in various service 
projects, addressing local 
needs and supporting those 
facing economic hardships. 

In Massachusetts, over 
one in three children aged 12 
and younger live in low-in-
come or homeless situations, 

highlighting the urgent need 
for support. The ambassadors 
will lead the Spring Service 
campaign, the first of three 
statewide efforts coordinated 
by Project 351 for this year. 

This campaign aims to 
support Cradles to Crayons, 
a nonprofit that has provid-
ed essential items to more 
than 3.4 million children 
since 2002. From March 
31 to April 11, the ambas-
sadors will set up donation 
bins at community locations, 
including Quabbin Regional 
Middle and High School, 
where a friendly competi-
tion will engage students in 
donating. 

O t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

s i t e s  i n c l u d e  O a k h a m 
Center School, Hannaford 
S u p e r m a r ke t  i n  N o r t h 
Brookfield, and Wholesome 
Farmers Market in Barre. 

This initiative not only 
addresses immediate needs 
but also instills values of 
social responsibility and 
kindness in young people. By 
rallying their peers and local 
businesses, the ambassadors 
embody the idea that every 
small effort can lead to sig-
nificant change. 

Together, they aim to 
ensure that every child has 
access to the resources they 
need to thrive and realize 
their full potential.

Project 351 ambassadors list service sites for donations
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WILTON’S CHILDRENS STOREWILTON’S CHILDRENS STORE
E. Main Street  ❘  Ware, MA

413-967-5811
www.wiltonkids.com

Hours:
Tues.-Sat 10-4

Sun. 12-4

Charge
& Debit

Accepted

Wilton’sWilton’s

BLANKETS $15.00      BLANKETS $15.00      
THROWS $10.00THROWS $10.00

hashas BERKSHIRE BLANKETS  BERKSHIRE BLANKETS 
AND THROWS!!! AND THROWS!!! While they last!While they last!

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Free Estimates Compare Our Rates
Fully Insured References Provided

HARDWOOD FLOORS

GGabe’sabe’s
Installed • Finished • Custom Designed Floors
General Carpentry • Water Damage Restoration

We Install New & Refurbish Old Stairs
Michael P. Gabaree 508-886-4767
Owner - Operator 508-320-4744

gabeshardwoodfloors.com

Luxury Vinyl Plank • Install & Refinish • Stains
Bathroom Remodeling • We Supply Flooring

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Editor’s note: The Ware 
River News will regularly 
feature a spotlight story on 
different farmers market ven-
dors. Learn about the people 
that bring food and locally 
sourced items to your com-
munity.

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The beginning of the week 
was horrendous. Driveways 
resembled skating rinks and 
the town barn, where they 
keep the sand, may have been 
the most popular place in 
West Brookfield. 

Slipping and sliding all 
over the place gave way to 
surer footing as the sand was 
spread.

  The week got even bet-
ter  as a warming trend 
began. So, it was happily we 
took off down to the First 
Congregational Church, 36 
North Main St., beginning 
at 3 p.m. to enter the Winter 
Market with its many ven-
dors and shoppers buying and 
catching up.

  Again, over toward the 
corner, there was music. The 
trio performing this day were 
three skilled ladies playing 
harps.

The harp is not something 
you pick and are expert a 
week later. It takes time, and 
training and as the three have 
been at the craft for around a 
quarter century, it was obvi-
ous they have that just from 
listening to them.

They are Susan Lincoln 
from next door in Ware and 
Paula Moore and Barbara 
Russell from Shutesbury west 
of the Quabbin, and go by the 
name of Valley Harp Trio. 
Wednesday was the first day 
out since the pandemic.

The ladies play music 
from a variety of regions 
such as Celtic from Ireland 
and Scotland, also some from 
Spain and New England tra-
ditional as well. They go as 
far afield as the Middle East 
with Sephardic and even 
Macedonian.

The variety of vendors was 
again in evidence, with baked 
goods, crafts, microgreens, 
flowers, honey and maple 
syrup along the walls.

As usual, holding together 
the center of the room was 
Halley Stillman ably repre-
senting Still Life Farm.

  Still Life grows vegeta-
bles and in the cold winter, 
that’s not seeds growing up 
from the bare ground. Such 
farming is a combination of 
art and science.

  The farm has been using 
three high tunnels and an 
unheated greenhouse. This 
year, thanks to a NCRS grant, 
Still Life was able to put up 
two new unheated green-
houses (i.e. “high tunnels”). 
With the new infrastructure, 
the farm was able “to greatly 
increase the number of win-
ter greens we could offer to 
our customers, allowing us to 
bring loads of greens to our 
winter farmers markets, and 
offer a Winter Greens CSA 
Add-on to our Winter CSA 
customers.” 

  Halley characterized it as 
“Having winter greens avail-
able on the farm is the equiv-
alent of having raspberries or 
tomatoes in the summer, so 
this addition was a huge win 
for the farm and our custom-
ers!” 

  One has to agree as cer-
tainly by volume and prob-
ably weight, Still Life Farm 
has the most product at the 
market.

  Spring is now almost 
upon us and seasonal planting 

must happen soon with trays 
of thousands of seedlings. It’s 
serious business that began 
when her husband, Curtis 
purchased the farm in 2010, 
and Halley came on board 
in 2014. Son Kip and border 
collies round out the team. 

The farm is in the idyllic 
town of Hardwick as Halley 
called it and who would gain-
say that.  

 It is a lovely town, but as 
a farming “community,” it is 
productive and home to the 
Farmers Guild of Hardwick. 
The Guild was formed some 
years ago, and the Stillmans 
were part of the impetus.

According to  Hal ley, 
“The grass-roots non-profit 
was started to bring aware-
ness of the importance of 
farming and farmland in 
Massachuset ts ,  wi th  an 
emphasis on Hardwick and 
her surrounding commu-
nities.  A ton of local food 
for Massachusetts is being 
grown, raised and produced 
right here in Hardwick and 
the surrounding communi-
ties.  Our desire is to bring 
attention to that farming 
endeavor and encourage peo-
ple to love and cherish it as 
much as the farmers do. Keep 
supporting your local farms, 
eat local, and protect the 
small amount of farmland 
that is still available here 
in Massachusetts.  Keeping 
it local ensures we have a 
strong local food system to 
depend on all the time.”

Thus, the devotion to 
farming and to the town 
is strong. Both Still Life 
Farm and Farmers Guild 
of Hardwick have informa-
tive and active websites that 
reflect that and are worth vis-
iting.

So is the Winter Market 
with the last day coming soon 
on March 12.

MARKET SPOTLIGHT

Winter Farmers Market continues, Still Life Farm 
holds the center

Winter greens grow in the greenhouse at Still Life Farm in Hardwick.

Turley Photo by Richard Murphy
Valley Harp Trio plays for the Winter Farmers Market in West Brookfield.

Licenses must 
be purchased 
by March 31 to 
avoid late fees

WARE – Massachusetts 
State Law, Chapter 140, 
§137, requires that all dogs 
six months of age shall be 
licensed each year.

Dog licenses are now 
available for sale and must 
be purchased by Monday, 
March 31. 

If you are licensing in 
person the Town Clerk’s 
Office will be open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday each week during 
business hours. Town Hall is 
now closed to the public on 
Wednesdays. 

If you are licensing by 
U.S. Mail, the license must 
be purchased prior to March 
31 and your envelope must 
be also postmarked by 
March 31 or there will be a 
late fee.

Fees for licensing your 
dog are: male/female $15; 
spayed/neutered $10.

On April 1 there will be 
a late fee of $15 per dog in 
addition to the licensing fee.

Rabies Certificates for 
each dog must be presented 
at the time of licensing as 
in the past. If your dog was 
licensed in 2024 check the 
license to see if the Rabies 
Certificate is current (the 
information is on your 2024 
license); if it is current, sim-

ply come into the office to 
license in person or license 
by mail. 

If licensing by mail you 
must provide a self-ad-
dressed, postage paid enve-
lope in order for us to return 
the license and tag to you. 
If licensing more than one 
dog be sure to add addition-
al postage to your envelope 
to insure delivery.

Checks are payable to the 
Town of Ware for the appro-
priate amount. All Rabies 
Certificates supplied will be 
returned to you with your 
dog license.

Contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office by calling 413-967-
9648 extension 177 if you 
failed to license in 2024 so 
that we can inform you what 
is owed in entirety to license 
for 2025.

There is also a blue 
drop box outside the lower 
level offices at Town Hall 
for those of you who wish 
to drop off your request for 
licensing. Address the enve-
lope to Town Clerk – Dog 
Licenses.

If you are licensing for 
the first time, be sure to sup-
ply the dog owner’s name, 
address and contact tele-
phone number; a copy of the 
Rabies Certificate and if the 
dog is neutered or spayed 
(please also send this certifi-
cate unless it is stated on the 
Rabies Certificate).

Questions can be directed 
to the Town Clerk’s Office 
by calling 413-967-9648 
extension 177.

2025 dog licenses 
are now available

WARE – The following 
individuals have submitted 
nomination papers for the 
annual town election to be 
held on April 14.

The last day and time to 
register to vote for the elec-
tion is Friday, April 4 at 5 
p.m. 

Selectboard, one posi-
tion available for three 
years, Joshua Kusnierz 
( i n c u m b e n t ) ;  S c h o o l 
Committee, two positions 
available for three years, 
Brian P. Winslow (incum-
bent), Diane Reopell, Kevin 
Paul Slattery and Melissa 
Ann Whitham; Board of 
Assessors, one position for 
three years, Gerald Francis 
Foun ta in ,  J r.  ( i ncum-
bent); Board of Health, 
one position available for 

three years, Jennifer Lynn 
McMartin (incumbent); 
Planning Board, one posi-
tion available for five years, 
Alex Bernard Bergeron; 
Planning Board, one posi-
tion available for four year 
(unexpired term), Kenneth 
J a m e s  C r o s b y ;  Wa r e 
Housing Authority, one 
position available for five 
years, Nancy J. Brown; and 
Ware Housing Authority, 
one position available for 
on year (unexpired term) 
Valerie E. Granger.

N o m i n a t i o n s  w e r e 
not taken out for the fol-
lowing posit ions:  Park 
Commissioner, one position 
available for three years and 
Cemetery Commissioner, 
one position available for 
three years.

Candidates announced for 
April 14 annual town election
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submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street,

Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Well, maybe I am 
g e t t i n g  a  b i t 
ahead of myself. 

This coming weekend the 
days will feel a little lon-
ger  because of 
Daylight Savings, 
when we “spring 
forward” an hour. 

The evenings 
will begin to lure 
us outside after 
suppe r,  maybe 
for a walk or just 
a look-see around 
the  ya rd .  Fo r, 
me, one sign of 
“spring” is starting my pep-
per seeds indoors.  

They are the earliest trans-
plants I grow at home, and I 
am so excited to get started!  

Regular readers of the 
column may remember that 
I love growing peppers. 
Perhaps it is because I have 
the perfect spot- stone edged 
raised beds – that contain the 
heat and help them to grow 
quite successfully.

By week’s end my pepper 
seeds will have been sown 
in moist lightweight seed 
starting mix and placed on 
bottom heat. Seventy-eight 
to 80 degrees is perfect for 
germinating pepper seeds; at 
those temps I expect to see 
sprouting in eight days or so.  

Once they sprout, I will 
place the flats within inches 
of my shop lights and adjust 
the lights as they grow. When 
the second set of leaves form, 
known as the “true leaves,” 
the pepper seedlings will find 
their way into six packs or 
their own two inch pot.  

By late April or early 
May, they will be given a 
larger pot once more; usu-
ally a four inch pot will do. 
After a hardening off period, 
I will transplant them into the 
ground once it has warmed 
considerably- usually by 
June first.  

A couple weeks prior to 
that I provide black plastic 
mulch on top of soil to get 
it pre-heated and ready for 
these tropic loving plants.

Although there are over 
20 species of pepper, just one 
is known to American gar-
deners. It goes by the Latin 
name Capsicum annuum. 

Five categories of peppers 
fall under this heading, but I 
typically grow only the sweet 
types.

Green when immature, 
sweet bell peppers ripen to 
a rainbow of colors: yellow, 
orange, red, purple, ivory and 
even chocolate brown. We 
eat them in the green stage 
more so than when fully ripe, 
and that’s a shame. A little 
patience and a week or two 
longer in the garden will 
yield a sweet treat.  

If I had to choose only 
one variety to grow i t 
would be AAS award win-
ner “Carmen,” bred right in 
Maine at Johnny’s Selected 
Seed. Numerous six inch 
by two and a half inch red 
peppers make an appear-
ance beginning in late July 
and continue through the first 
frost. 

Yes, I did say “late July!” 
If I’d dare to guess at the 
total yield of peppers per 
plant, one dozen would be a 
fair estimate. They are great 
fresh, frozen or fire roasted!    

Renee’s Garden sells a 
lovely little pepper by the 
name of “Yummy Belles.” 
The description is accurate 
when they say that the plants 
are “highly productive” and 
“load up” with lots of lit-
tle three to four inch bright 
orange peppers.  

They call them snack pep-
pers, and they are just that. 
Make a decadent snack by 
filling with veggie cream 

cheese, or stick to healthier 
eating by adding one or two 
to a personal salad.

Paprika peppers also fall 
into the sweet pepper catego-

ry. Fruits are up to six 
inches long and three 
inches wide at the top 
and come to a blunt 
point.  

Dry and grind to 
make your own papri-
ka spice in a coffee 
grinder. Indispensable 
when sprinkled on 
deviled eggs!

Frying or pick-
ling peppers go by the 
names Sweet Banana, Sweet 
Hungarian, or Cubanelle 
among others. They are good 
candidates for frying because 
of their thin walls and scant 
water content.  

Sweet Banana was noted 
in 1941 as an All American 
Selections winner and is still 
growing strong 60+ years 
later! 

Pimento peppers are those 
used to stuff with green 
olives. My Italian husband 
just loves it when his sister 
Denise makes this holiday 
treat! 

They grow a squatty three 
by four inches and are ripe 
when red or orange, depend-
ing on variety. Expect these 
to take a bit longer than the 
other types, a full 85 or more 
days from transplant to har-
vest.

If you too are a pepper 
lover, and want to see the 
earliest yields possible, get 
ready, get set, and get sowing 
those pepper seeds!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Letters to the Editor

And just like that it’s springSOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I am a married woman, 

at my full retirement age 
and the primary earner in 
my marriage. 

How do I know if 
I should take my Social 
Security now or wait till 
70? I will lose quite a bit 
if I take it now. How will 
it affect my taxes if I take 
it now while still working 
a full-time job? 

Signed: Undecided 
 
Dear Undecided: 
As you apparently 

already know, waiting 
until you are 70 to claim 
Social Security will result 
in you getting your max-
imum possible month-
ly SS retirement benefit. 
After your full retirement 
age, you get about 8% 
more each year you delay 
claiming up to age 70. But 
deciding exactly when 
to claim should consider 
both your financial needs 
and, importantly, your life 
expectancy. 

If you don’t urgently 
need the money now and 
your life expectancy is at 
least “average,” then wait-
ing until age 70 to claim 
is usually the right choice. 
But if you urgently need 
the money or your life 
expectancy is less than 
average (mid-80s for a 
woman your current age), 
then claiming before age 
70 is usually prudent.  

Regarding taxation, 
Social Security benefits 
may be taxable if your 
combined income from 
all sources exceeds the 
threshold for your IRS fil-
ing status. If you file taxes 
as “married/jointly” and 
your combined income 
including your  work 
income exceeds $32,000, 
then half of the SS ben-
efits you received during 
the tax year becomes part 
of your taxable income. 

But if your combined 
income is over $44,000, 
then up to 85% of your SS 
benefits becomes taxable 
income (the thresholds are 

lower for those who file 
as a single). So, your full-
time work income will 
likely affect how much of 
your Social Security ben-
efits are subject to income 
tax by the IRS.  

In the end, only you 
can decide when you 
should  c la im Socia l 
Security.  Taxation of 
benefits may be a factor 
to consider since you are 
still working full time 
(thus more of your SS 
benefits will be taxable). 
But waiting longer to 
claim results in a higher 
benefit for the rest of your 
life (your SS retirement 
benefit will be .667% 
more for each month you 
delay, up to age 70). If 
the “rest of your life” is 
a long time and you don’t 
urgently need the money, 
waiting is often the right 
choice. If not, claiming 
earlier may be wiser.  

If you want to get a 
more personalized esti-
mate of your life expec-
tancy, I suggest you use 
the tool we use here at the 
AMAC Foundation: www.
socialsecurityreport.org/
tools/life-expectancy-cal-
culator/. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

Should I wait until age 70 
to claim Social Security? 

T h e  A n n u a l  Wi n t e r 
Carnival was held on Feb. 
10 at the Ware Jr./Sr. High 
School.  

Every  yea r,  pa ren t s , 
teachers, staff and students 
begin the preparations for 
the school’s biggest event. 
We begin with meetings in 
September and continue 
throughout the year.  

This is weeklong event that 
starts with a theme each day of 
the week that requires dressing 
up in character. Our themes 
this year were, “Frat Party,” 
“Rhyme without A Reason,” 
“Dress Like your Favorite 
Teacher” and “2000s.” The 
students pulled off these 
themes fabulously!  

On Saturday, the day 
begins at 8 a.m. with a day full 
of events competing against 
each class. The day ends with 
a dance with decorations and 
dancing. Our theme this year 
was “Game Night.”

We had a wonderful group 
of parents that put together 
decorations to make the night 
amazing.  Those awesome 
parents were Mike and Cathy 
DiRienzo, Veronica Slattery, 
and Elaine Cygan.  

We added Jello Eating 
Contest, 3-Legged Race and 
the Egg/Spoon Race to the 
festivities.  Each class deco-
rated the gym for the Cheer 

Competition during Girls 
Basketball game to receive 
points.  

This event would not be 
possible without all of our 
devoted parents, staff and 
teachers. I want to thank each 
and every one of them for all 
their hard work and spend-
ing their Saturday off at the 
school.   

Our advisors coordinate 
information throughout the 
year with students, attend 
meetings and volunteer all day 
on Saturday. Dan Orszulak, 
Scott Slattery, Betty Brown, 
Jesse and Caitlin Trzpit and 
Christine Weissman. We had 
parents volunteering through-
out the day too! Thank you, 
Cathy and Mike DiRienzo, 
Amy Paul, Heather Gaudreau, 
and Kathy Radisic! Mr. 
Vantangoli did an amazing job 
being our DJ for the dance.   

We are very grateful to 
Country Bank for their dona-
tion towards our DJ services 
and Lazer’s Pizza for donating 
pizza!  We had a full house 
during the day and over 100 
students attended the dance 
that night.  I truly love being 
a part of this tradition and look 
forward to it each year!  

Carolanne McGrail
Ware PTSSA (Parents 

Teachers Student Spirit 
Association)

Successful Winter Carnival held 
with support from community

When Mom or Dad 
won’t accept help

Scientists have found that humans age dra-
matically in two bursts – at  around age 44, 
then at around 60. As people get beyond mid-
dle age, a fairly significant number don’t want 
to admit to themselves that they are getting 
older because of a variety of factors:

Society portrays aging negatively. (At least 
we have Kathy Bates as “Matlock” showing 
us a seventy-something smart cookie.)

Psychologically, people associate aging 
with decline and loss of abilities, so they 
avoid thinking about it. 

Ageism, the last acceptable form of dis-
crimination, is still present in workplaces.

Preserving a younger self-image is a 
boost to the ego.

This denial manifests itself in many ways 
– for example, buying a three-story house or 
getting a 50-pound dog when you’re in your 
60s or 70s. And I think it’s at the root of 
why, when our parents are getting older, they 
resist accepting help from their children and 
their caregivers.

It’s a process
We may age more quickly at certain 

times, but getting older is a process, and pro-
cesses take time. Which is why the first time 
you ask Mom or Dad, “Do you want some-
one to come in a few days a week to help 
you out?” the answer may very well be, “I’m 
fine” or “Heck no,” or words to that effect. 

So you have to keep at it and not give 
up at the first sign of resistance, especial-
ly if you can see their capacity to perform 

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Please see HEALTH, page 11
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New Name,
Same Mission, Same 

Trusted Services

WESTMASS ELDERCARE IS NOW...

Serving older adults, persons with
disabilities and their caregivers.

413.538.9020 | ACCESSCAREPARTNERS.ORG
Reach Out Today

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

   CORNED BEEF 
AND CABBAGE 

DINNER
Sunday, March 9th 2025

Sponsored by the
SONS of AMVETS Squadron 74
2150 Main Street, Three Rivers

CURB-SIDE PICK-UP ONLY

Serving 12 Noon to 3 p.m. 
“ While Supply Lasts ”

  Price: $18.00

DRIVE-IN  ➤  PLACE  ORDER
➤  PAY  ➤  PICK-UP  

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
 Are you having difficulty communicating 

with your partner, struggling with 
boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

warren

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Community Development 
Advisory Committee met in 
February to discuss a couple 
chapters of the Master Plan. 

The CDAC welcomed 
Sarah O’Brien of the Central 
Massachusetts  Regional 
Planning Commission back 
to go over both the housing 
and economic development 
chapters. The committee 
began by first sharing com-
ments on the housing chapter 
and what the possibilities are 
for more housing in Warren. 

The CDAC seemed satis-
fied with the housing chap-
ter but wanted more detail on 
a housing production plan. 
This plan is a community’s 
proactive strategy for plan-
ning and developing afford-
able housing by creating a 
strategy to enable it to meet 
its affordable housing needs 
in a manner consistent with 
Chapter 40B. 

CDAC chair and Highway 
Surveyor Jeremy Olson 
addressed the numerous open 
space in Warren and any 
housing concerns could be 
resolved if specific areas in 
Warren were looked at. 

CDAC member Richard 
Eichacker shared a thought 
on Victorian housing and his-
torically significant houses 

in Warren. Victorian houses 
were an attraction in Warren 
and adds to the character of 
the town. Eichacker believes 
if the town goes in the direc-
tion of maintaining historical 
housing, it might be better 
to have people buy and own 
homes rather than renting 
them. 

The biggest disadvan-
tage for Victorian housing is 
those homes are difficult to 
maintain. Olson mentioned 
the housing market is really 
expensive to the point where 
many individuals can’t afford 
a house or a rented unit. 

Olson, looking at the 
modern day, said “allow 
families to move into a mul-
tifamily house. Your own 
space within that house.” 

According to the Master 
Plan that was crafted back in 
2006, the plan originally pre-
dicted that the population of 
the town of Warren would be 
at around 8,000. Eichacker 
said the population of Warren 
has lingered around 5,000 in 
the last several years. 

When considering trends 
that impact the town popula-
tion Olson believes “develop-
ment would have to change 
in the town to draw people 
in.” 

Olson also believes if 
there was a big increase in 
housing, there would be a big 
increase in roads. According 
to the zoning, houses can’t 

be built on top of each other. 
Olson said Southbridge Road 
has hundreds of acres that 
are mostly forestry but could 
easily be a destination for 
housing communities. 

Olson hopes the Master 
Plan will promote the idea of 
how the land can be used. 

Olson recalls other towns 
such as Rutland having mul-
tiple areas with built in hous-
ing communities. Warren is 
also viewed as “being in the 
middle of everything.” The 
midpoint of the main cities, 
but according to Olson, the 
town needs something that 
would help attract people to 
the Town. 

O’Brien would then ask 
about the CDAC’s thoughts 
on the economic devel-
opment chapter and all the 
members said they were 
satisfied with the chapter as 
written. O’Brien will make a 
copy of the chapter and high-
light what has changed for 
the CDAC. 

For the economic devel-
opment chapter, O’Brien was 
looking for submitted pho-
tos. With photos of the town, 
O’Brien thinks adding pho-
tos would help spark more 
interest and viewership of the 
master plan. CDAC members 
referred to several local pho-
tographers who post a lot of 
photographs of areas of town 
on the neighborhood watch 

CDAC reviews Housing and 
Economic Development chapters

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
of Selectmen held a public 
hearing for a liquor license 
application for Tropical 
Vibes & Grille in West 
Warren. 

This recently opened 
restaurant in West Warren 
is seeking a liquor license 
to be allowed to serve beer, 
wine and mixed drinks at 
their establishment. After 
hearing from the owners, 
the Selectmen asked them if 
they understand the respon-
sibility of having a liquor 
license and the importance 
of enforcing an identifica-
tion rule. 

The board members 
reminded the owners of the 
possible fines they could get 
if someone who is under the 
age of 21 in their establish-
ment was served alcohol. 
The Selectmen also shared 
that they have heard many 
positive comments from the 
public about Tropical Vibes 
& Grille. 

“We hope you stay for a 
very long time,” said David 
Dufresne. 

The building owner that 
houses Tropical Vibes, Jim 
Allard, attended the Board 
of Selectmen’s meeting and 
wanted to comment on the 
business. Allard spoke about 
how good their food menu 
is and how much support 
the owners got in getting 
the restaurant established in 
Town. 

“I’m happy and pleased 
everyone helped out quite 
a bit,” Allard said. “See our 
town prosper.”

The Selectmen would 
remind the owners again 
about the responsibility of 
having a liquor license and 
there would be check ins by 
either the police department 
or the Alcohol Beverage 
Commission. 

The Selectmen closed 
the public hearing and 
moved to a vote to approve 
the liquor license applica-
tion. The Selectmen voted 
unanimously and approved 
the l iquor  l icense for 
Tropical Vibes & Grille. 

Appointment
 of police officer

The Board of Selectmen 
would discuss the appoint-
ment of a full-time police 
officer. 

Police Chief Gerald 
Mil le t te  spoke  to  the 
Selectmen and shared infor-

mation and the job expe-
rience of Nicholas Dugre, 
who is looking to be a full-
time police officer for the 
Warren Police Department. 
Dugre formerly worked 
for the town of Palmer and 
looks forward to serving 
Warren and brings a lot of 
experience and knowledge.

“I want to bring my 
experience over here,” 
Dugre said.

Dugre was appointed as 
a full-time police officer 
and the town will start him 
as a Step Four on the wage 
scale for a one-year term. 

R e a p p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Building Inspector

The Selectmen would 
review and discuss the 
reappointment of William 
Cantel l  as  the Town’s 
Building Inspector and 
Z o n i n g  E n f o r c e m e n t 
Officer. Board Secretary 
Karen Dusty said the board 
received a letter reminding 
the Selectmen that Cantell’s 
term is nearing completion, 
and he would have to be 
reappointed. 

There were no specif-
ic complaints addressed in 
the letter or heard from the 
Town Administrator, but the 
board wanted to know how 
to approach this decision. 
Ferrera has heard from one 
resident that they want more 
of an opportunity to speak 
with Cantell in the future. 

The Selectmen weren’t 
sure if they wanted to go 
with a three-year term. 
Ferrera told the board it is 
entirely up to them if they 
want to expand the Building 
Inspector’s term that long. 
Generally speaking, Ferrera 
said Cantell has done a 
good job and is described 
as someone who does things 
by the book. 

The board agreed that 
one year is best for now just 
in case if any issues arise 
or if the board decides to 
change their philosophy on 
the process of voting in or 
reappointing staff in partic-
ular roles. 

Cantell was reappoint-
ed to a one-year term as 
Building Inspector and 
Z o n i n g  E n f o r c e m e n t 
Officer. 

Selectmen’s FY 26 budget
The Selectmen contin-

ued to review their budget 
for fiscal year 2026 and to 
see if any warrant articles 
are needed for the upcom-
ing Special Town Meeting. 
Ferrera said he is still wait-
ing for official numbers 

from the Massachusetts 
I n t e r l o c a l  I n s u r a n c e 
Associaiton for liability and 
workers comp. 

The town is also look-
ing to fix some loose ends 
with regional dispatch. 
According to Ferrera, in 
the last five years the town 
has received a grant from 
to state to help offset costs. 
Ferrera said this year the 
full value will be assessed. 

As for articles, Ferrera 
said he is still collecting 
articles from various depart-
ments. The Selectmen will 
talk more about the budget 
at their next meeting. 

Administrator of nalox-
one boxes

The board had a discus-
sion to appoint an admin-
istrator for the naloxone 
boxes that are in town build-
ings. Ferrera wanted to find 
someone who is responsible 
for maintaining and moni-
toring these boxes. 

The candidate the Town 
Administrator first thought 
of was Fire Chief Adam 
Lavoie, who has knowledge 
of these naloxone boxes. 

The board agreed with 
Ferrera  and appointed 
Lavoie as administrator of 
the boxes in the Town build-
ings. 

Town A
dministrator’s report
F e r r e r a  h a d  s o m e 

items to share in his Town 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  r e p o r t . 
Police contract negotia-
tions are underway with 
the Patrolmen’s union. The 
Finance Committee met 
during their meeting this 
past week and have wel-
comed a new member. 

Ferrera would talk about 
the Wrights Mill meet-
ing that took place at the 
Warren Senior Center. The 
residents who attended the 
meeting and spoke with 
consultants from Weston 
& Sampson were really 
engaged in conversation and 
according to Ferrera, “want 
to see some development 
and activity.” 

The meeting really high-
lighted what the town wants 
to see happen at the Wrights 
Mill. 

“We’re looking to create 
a relationship with a poten-
tial developer to develop 
that parcel,” Ferrera said. 

A final report will be 
released in June and hope-
fully decide the future of 
Wrights Mill. 

Selectmen approve liquor 
license for new restaurant

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Planning 
Board met in February to dis-
cuss potential updates to the 
board’s fee schedule. 

Building & Planning 
Secretary Laura Sherris 
provided copies of a final 
draft listing all the board’s 
fee schedule. The Planning 
Board members reviewed 
and discussed any needed 
adjustments to the fee sched-
ule. 

With cost increases cur-
rently ongoing, members of 
the Planning Board feel it 
is necessary to make some 
increases to their fee sched-
ule to help cover costs. 

“We have to cover the 
costs,” said Planning Board 
Chair Richard Eichacker. 

One of the changes to the 

fee schedule is any approv-
al not required application 
would be $75, but there is an 
additional cost of $25 per lot. 

There were also questions 
regarding the continuance of 
a public hearing remaining 
in the fee schedule. Sherris 
said it should be placed just 
in case there are any future 
public hearings. 

Vice Chair Ed Londergan 
thinks the board is going in 
the right direction of adjust-
ing these fees as costs contin-
ue to rise. 

The board would then 
briefly discuss the subject 
of gravel pit inspections. 
The board confirmed that 
the Building Inspector has 
authority and conducts annu-
al gravel pit inspections. 

Planning Board mem-
ber Derick Veliz mentioned 
the Planning Board used to 
do gravel pit inspections. 

Sherris will make a sidenote 
in the fee schedule that the 
Building Inspector has the 
authority when inspecting 
gravel pits. 

According to Sherris there 
have been no comments of 
questions submitted to the 
Planning Board in regards to 
the revised fee schedule. The 
board voted and approved 
of the Planning Board fee 
schedule. The board now has 
a new fee schedule in place. 

Old business
Sherris asked the board 

for a preference on when she 
should begin sending letters 
of reminders for several solar 
companies who are current-
ly working in town. A repair 
for Agilitas Solar is current-
ly being monitored and the 
board wants to connect with 
Agilitas soon to see how their 
project is going. 

Planning Board reviews potential updates

Please see CDAC, page 13
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 IB (International Baccalaureate)  World 
School Diploma Programme 

 AP (Advanced Placement) Courses 
 Comprehensive World Languages  

including American Sign Language 
 Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training  

Corps (NJROTC) 
 Opportunities for paid & unpaid 

internships

 Athletics, Clubs and Activities 

 Innovation Pathways Program including 
Advanced Manufacturing, Information 
Technology and Business & Finance 

 Rich STEM offerings including robotics, 
biotechnology, cybersecurity, Project Lead 
The Way, horticulture  

 Award winning performing and visual arts 
programs including music, drama, arts, 
video production and digital design 

The night will feature information on: 

Should be YOUR CHOICE for School Choice.

Quabbin Regional Middle High School is hosting a 

School Choice Open House for Grades 6-12 
WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 12TH 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Families new to 
Quabbin please  

R.S.V.P. to  
Jessica Bennett, Executive
Assistant to the Superintendent  

jbennett@qrsd.org 
(978) 355-4668  ext. 8500 

 Quabbin Regional Middle/High School 
800 South Street, Barre, MA 01005  978-355-4668 

To schedule a campus visit or for more information please visit our 
website:  www.qrsd.org 

OR EMAIL: schoolchoice@qrsd.org
EOE: Quabbin Regional School District’s Policy of nondiscrimination will extend to students, staff, the general public and individuals with whom it does 
business; and will apply to race, color, national background, religion, sex, disability, economic status, political party, age, handicap, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, homelessness and other human differences. 

Senior Center for residents to 
view as they will soon share 
their input. 

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
James Ferrera began with an 
introduction and was pleased 
to be joined by the Board 
of Selectmen. Ferrera men-
tioned that the purpose of 
these workshops and public 
meetings is to help identify 
the needs of the community 
around the Wrights Mill and 
hopefully “spur some eco-
nomic development.”

The mill  is privately 
owned and Ferrera believes 
its important for the resi-
dents of Warren to share their 
insight on what the project 
should focus on when decid-
ing the future of the mill. 

Ferrera said having public 
discussion of this important 
project is crucial in order to 
“build a model that the town 
will support.”

Weston & Sampson is an 
organization that offers inter-
disciplinary design, engineer-
ing, and environmental ser-
vices that have been orches-
trating a plan for the Wrights 
Mill. Project Manager Sussan 
Mara returned for the sec-
ond public workshop at the 
Senior Center and presented 
the agenda for the workshop. 

The team from Weston & 
Sampson have come up with 
three concepts to help under-
stand what can be developed 
to help the town. 

To share what has been 
discussed and worked on 
since the first public meet-
ing was David Gamble, 
architect and urban planner 
and Principal of Gamble 
Associates. Gamble said 
Weston & Sampson has 
looked over numerous ideas 
on how the mill can be rede-
veloped and the three main 
concepts that could be the 
future of the Wrights Mill. 

After a brief summa-
ry of the project, Weston & 
Sampson has identified key 
findings that will impact 
the decision of future devel-
opment. According to the 
research, most of the build-
ings at Wrights Mill are in 
good condition. The campus 
of the site is cohesive and 
there is riverfront access to 
the Quaboag River. 

Some of the buildings are 
historic and could represent 
some funding opportunities. 
One important key finding is 
the remote location has some 
challenges. One challenge is 
no major highway access and 
another is low traffic access. 

Representatives of Weston 
& Sampson would then dis-
cuss concept one, which was 
called “Community Stitch.” 
This concept focuses on mak-
ing the area of Wrights Mill a 
mixed-use area with an eco-
tourism destination with rural 
charm that highlights outdoor 
activities and surrounding 
parklands. 

The features from concept 
one would include biking, 
hiking, kayaking, adventure 
parks, restaurants and cot-
tages. This concept would 
have selective demolition and 
90% of the historical campus 
buildings would remain. 

Gamble says one of the 
biggest benefits about most 
of the campus buildings on 
site is there is good space 
between them. This concept 
certainly focuses on the goal 
Gamble mentioned earlier in 
the workshop that the town 
probably wants to preserve as 
much as they can. Many resi-
dents who attended the meet-
ing acknowledged they have 
been through the Wrights 
Mill complex in the past. 

Concept two is a campus 
quad that focuses on manu-
facturing and as an innova-

tion hub. The potential mar-
ket for this concept would be 
regional universities, voca-
tional high schools, live-work 
spaces, daycare, internships, 
research and development, 
public safety training, and a 
blue/green economy. 

Concept three is focused 
on neighborhood expansion. 
The concept paints the pic-
ture of a village-like living 
atmosphere with residen-
tial mostly occupying the 
mill buildings. This concept 
would involve more dem-
olition with 35-40% of the 
historic campus buildings 
remaining. This concept 
sees two iconic buildings 
preserved for residential or 
mixed-use development. 

Representatives of Weston 
& Sampson divided the res-
idents into groups and each 
group went over all three 
concepts and the planners 
took notes based on the input 
from the residents. Running 
the groups were Gamble, 
Jim Riordan of Weston & 
Sampson, and Jeanne Boyle 
of Jeanne Boyle, Consulting, 
LLC. 

Many residents were spe-
cific and well detailed on 
sharing their thoughts on 
what the benefits and the 
challenges would be for each 
concept. At the end of the 
breakout group session, the 
representatives summarized 
the notes they collected about 
each concept. 

Mara believes there is a 
lot of space for growth and 
“a big range of alternatives.” 
This public workshop is 
intended for discussion pur-
poses and will help the plan-
ners of Weston & Sampson 
develop a proposed plan that 
can be looked at by potential 
developers who want to pur-
chase and develop the prop-
erty that is in line with the 
vision of the town’s residents 
that is supportive with eco-
nomic growth and communi-
ty needs. 

Gamble bel ieves  any 
possible developer wanting 
to take up the Wrights Mill 
would see the project as an 
important development that 
impacts the community it is 
in. 

“A developer would want 
to work with community,” 
Gamble stated. 

The residents do see the 
benefits of each concept, but 
each concept does highlight 
some challenges that are 
impactful to the town. For 
example, concept two (cam-
pus quad) has benefits such 
as focusing on education and 
walkable settings. However, 
it also includes manufactur-
ing and according to some 
residents there is more risk 
involved with manufacturing. 

Next steps
The representatives of 

Weston & Sampson shared 
what the next steps will be 
after this public workshop. 
The information gathered 
from this presentation will be 
used to create both a media 
and marketing plan to attract 
potential developers and 
investors. All the comments 
will be summarized and con-
sidered as a final report will 
be put together.   

The final plan will be 
complete by June of this year. 
Ferrera thanked the members 
of Weston & Sampson and 
the residents who participated 
in this public workshop as the 
town gets closer to finding 
the appropriate path to take 
to help find the future use of 
Wrights Mill. 

“This is a start of a long 
journey,” Ferrera said. “This 
helps us with future vehicles 
to get to what the town wants 
to do.” 

Representatives of Weston & Sampson share the notes 
they got from Warren residents during the Wrights Mill 
Master Recovery Plan’s second public workshop at the 
Senior Center. 

WRIGHTS from page 1

Justine Caggiano shared her 
report with the Select Board. 
Caggiano heard from the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation regarding a 
project being done on Route 
32 in Hardwick and neighbor-
ing towns. 

Caggiano said there is 
rented space currently in the 
Planning Board office in the 
upstairs of the municipal 
building. Caggiano is still 
waiting on quotes for the tree 
removal project behind the 
municipal building. 

She is also waiting for 
quotes for projects such as 
front door repairs or replace-

ment. 
Caggiano said she’s been 

attending the meetings of the 
Finance Committee and late-
ly their meetings have been 
focused on the fiscal year 
2026 budget. 

The town is also looking 
for someone to write grants 
for them at eight hours a 
week. The town is hoping to 
find someone to start soon. 

Cagg iano  sa id  she ’s 
heard back from several 
health insurance companies 
and consultants and have 
informed the Select Board 
the high increase of insurance 
policies and costs. 

“Rates for health insur-
ance are skyrocketing,” 

Caggiano said. 
Caggiano is continuing 

to speak and hopefully meet 
with consultants soon to find 
a better health insurance sit-
uation. 

There are several vacant 
highway positions available 
in the town. Fortunately, 
the town has received some 
applications, and those appli-
cations and references will 
be reviewed. The Treasurer/
Collector position is currently 
posted on the town website. 

Visitor comments
At the beginning of the 

Select Board meeting, there 
were several visitor com-
ments that were addressed. 

One of the biggest top-
ics is  regarding repairs 
to Hardwick Elementary 
School’s roof. Part of the 
current damage to the roof 
involves leaks in the cafete-
ria. The school is looking for 
reimbursement programs to 
help with the repairs. 

The school staff left a 
copy of the information for 
the Select Board to review 
and see if Capital Planning 
could help out as well. The 
idea of switching to a metal 
roof was brought up to the 
Select Board and are longer 
lasting. If solar panels were 
added to the roof, there would 
be no additional damage. 

HARDWICK from page 1

HARDWICK – Paige Memorial 
Library, 87 Petersham Road, offer 
books and workshops to try a new 
hobby or rediscover an old interest.  

Knitting for adults will be held 
on Saturdays at 11 a.m. during 
March. The following events meet: 
Paige Writers meet on alternate 
Tuesdays at 3 p.m., Book Club 
meets on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 2 p.m., Cookbook Club on 
the last Wednesday of the month at 
5 p.m. and FUNdamentals of Art on 
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  

People can explore calligraphy 
on Tuesday, March 11. They will 
learn from the Uncial alphabet. 
Other offerings are printmaking, 
card making, painting, and more or 
bring your craft and join with oth-
ers to socialize and share knowhow. 
Interacting with others is part of the 
fun.  

People may email for infor-
mation or to register at Director.
paigelibrary@gmail.com or call 
413-477-6704. 

Ireland to America come sing, 
clap, dance and play spoons with 
singer, yodeler, and multi-instru-
mentalist Roger Tincknell on 
Saturday, March 15 at 1:30 p.m. 
at the Hardwick Town  House.  
Participants will celebrate with tra-
ditional Irish music and culture, 
lovely ballads, work songs and sin-
galong  interspersed with lively jigs 
and reels. 

Instrumentals performed on 
guitar, banjo, mandolin, Irish bou-
zouki, Irish bodhran (drum), har-
monica, pennywhistle and spoons. 
This program is supported in part 
by a grant from the Hardwick-New 
Braintree Cultural Council, a local 
agency, which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

For more information, people 
may call 413-477-6704. 

The library is open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 2-7 p.m., 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Paige Memorial Library lists 
upcoming March events

‘Travel’ to Peru 
with the library

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Enjoy a free program as you 
take a virtual tour of Peru at the Ware 
Library, 37 Main St. 

Guests can arrive at the Reading 
Room on Tuesday, March 11 at 2 p.m. 
and escape the cold during a live remote 
tour of Cusco, Peru. Cusco is one of the 
oldest continuously inhabited cities in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

Cusco was the former capital of the 
Inca Empire and still retains much of its 
highly crafted early stone architecture. 
This historical city is located high in the 
Andes Mountains and was designated as 
a UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization) 
World Heritage site in 1983. 

This virtual program is free for any-
one to attend, no registration is required. 
For those who want to watch from home, 
contact the library by emailing wareli-
brary1881@gmail.com to receive the link. 



March 6, 2025, Ware River News, Page 7

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/6/25-3/12/253/6/25-3/12/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ZALO SEAFOOD MIX 2 LB BAG
MUSSELS, SHRIMP, SQUID, OCTOPUS ......

USDA INSP. FROZEN FARM RAISED

TALAPIA FILETS ............................

$599
lb

ea
$799

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BREADED FLOUNDER FILETS $399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$299
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

SALMON PORTIONS .....................

77¢
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$349
lb

$669
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT ......................

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

$144
lb

$191

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
DILUSSO 
REDUCED SODIUM HAM ....

$399
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............$299

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN FEET .................

$469
lb

BEEF 
EYE ROUND

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE .

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$989

lb

CUTCUT
FREEFREE

Lenten Specials

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!

Key decisions 
for retired couples

Once you and your spouse retire, you’ll have some 
decisions to make — decisions that could affect your quality of 
life in your retirement years. What are these choices?

Here a few of the most important ones:
• How much should you withdraw from your 

retirement accounts? By the time you retire, you may have 
contributed for decades to an IRA and a 401(k) or similar 
employer-sponsored retirement plan. But once you retire, 
you’ll probably need to draw on these accounts to help pay 
your living expenses. Consequently, both of you will need 
to be sure that you don’t withdraw so much each year that 
you risk running out of money later in your retirement. One 
common guideline is to aim for an annual withdrawal rate of 
4%, but everyone’s situation is different based on age, pre-
retirement income, lifestyle, health, travel plans and other 
factors. (Once you turn 73, or 75 if you were born in 1960 or 
later, you will have to take certain amounts, based on your age 
and account balance, from your traditional IRA and traditional 
401(k) each year.)

• When should you take Social Security? The answer 
to this question depends on many factors, such as your age 
and other sources of income. You can take Social Security as 
early as age 62, but your monthly payments will typically be 
bigger if you wait until your full retirement age, which will be 
age 67 if you were born in 1960 or later. And if you can afford 
to wait even longer, your payments will “max out” when you 
reach age 70. Your decision on when to take Social Security 
can affect your spouse — and vice versa. If the lower-earning 
spouse claims Social Security before their full retirement 
age — again, age 67 — their own retirement benefit and any 
potential spousal benefit will be reduced. (Spousal benefits are 
given to the lower-earning spouse if their full retirement benefit 
is less than half the other spouse’s full retirement benefit.) 

• Should you downsize? If you live in a big home and 
your children are grown, you may find it economical to 
downsize. Of course, this is also an emotional decision, but 
you may find that you can save money by moving into a 
smaller home.

•  Where should you live? Some states are far more 
expensive to live in than others. You’ll want to weigh your 
decision carefully, considering the cost of housing, food, 
income and real estate taxes, transportation and health care 
in whatever state you choose.

• Have you finished your estate plans? If not, now is 
the time. You’ll want to work with your legal professional to 
create whatever documents are needed — a will, living trust, 
power of attorney — to help ensure your assets go where 
you want them to go, and that your financial and health care 
choices will be protected if you become physically or mentally 
incapacitated. 

Of course, many of these same issues will apply if you 
are single, divorced or widowed. But if you are married, you 
and your spouse will want to discuss all your choices and 
then decide which steps to take. Once you’ve got your plans 
in place, you may well find that you can fully enjoy your 
retirement years. 

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

Hunter E. Boody ChFC
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875

WA R E  –  T h e  Wa r e 
AMVETS Post 2577 will 
award the annual Michael H. 
Deslauriers Scholarship to a 
graduating senior residing in 
Ware regardless of the school 
district they attend.

Michael was a devoted 
musician sharing his talents 

with the town of Ware. He 
represented the town at the 
Quabbin Music Festival, 
Western District Festival and 
was a member of the Ware 
Community Band. 

A music graduate of 
Westfield State he continued 
to honor the veterans of the 

town by playing Taps at their 
burial ceremony and also at 
all patriotic and Memorial 
events.

To apply for this award 
of $1,000, you need only to 
send your application, school 
transcript and an essay stat-
ing your accomplishments 

and what your future plans 
are. Applications are avail-
able at your guidance office 
and must be submitted by 
May 1.

Please mail to: Ware 
AMVETS Post 2577, c/o 
Richard Rucki, 8 First Ave., 
Ware, MA 01082.

WARE – Beaver Lake 
Club Corporation of Ware 
announces its annual Louis 
H. Healy Scholarship of up 
to $1,000.  

This scholarship will 
be presented to deserving 
high school seniors or cur-
rent college students who 
are residents of the Town 
of Ware or who are a mem-
ber of the Beaver Lake Club 
Community.  

The scholarship is given 
in the memory of Louis 
Healy a long time and well- 
respected member of the 
Beaver Lake community and 
the town of Ware. Lou was 
an active leader and partici-
pant in both town and com-
munity matters and his fam-
ily and friends continue to 
celebrate his thoughts, ideals, 
and memory by awarding this 
yearly academic scholarship. 

The application deadline 
is April 14, and applications 
must be postmarked by that 
date. The selected recipient 
will be named and the schol-
arships will be awarded in 
early June.  

Applications and informa-
tion can be obtained by send-
ing an email to ctrietsch22@
gmail.com or by mailing a 
request to BLCC: P.O. Box 
253, Ware, MA 01082.

The Quaboag Historical 
S o c i e t y  i s  p r o u d  t o 
announce its annual schol-
arship program, designed to 
support high school seniors 
with a passion for history 
and a commitment to pre-
serving the past. 

This $1,000 scholar-
ship aims to assist students 
planning to pursue higher 
education in any historical 
related field.  

The  scho la r sh ip  i s 
only offered to a student 
who resides in one of 
the Quaboag Plantation 
towns of Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, New Braintree, 
North Brookfield, Warren, 
or West Brookfield.  

It is offered to a current 
high school senior plan-
ning to enroll in a college 
or university for the upcom-
ing academic year who will 
pursue a degree in one of 
the following fields: educa-
tion, history, museum stud-
ies, anthropology, women’s 
studies, American studies, 
or archaeology.  Students 
wishing to study closely 
related fields are encour-
aged to apply.  

The application dead-
line is May 2.  For applica-
tions or more information, 
please contact Jeff Robbins 
by emailing jeffrobbins@
charter.net or calling 508-
579-4786.

AMVETS Post announces Michael H. Deslauriers Scholarship Quaboag Historical Society 
seeks scholarship applicants

Beaver Lake Club Corp offers scholarship

WARE – The Ware Polar 
Plunge to benefit the Special 
Olympics will be held on 
Saturday, March 22 at West 
Beach – Beaver Lake.

T h i s 
e v e n t 
was pre-
vious ly 
g o i n g 
t o  b e 
held on 
M a r c h 
8 ,  b u t 
has been 

rescheduled due to the ice.
The gates will be open 

from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 
there will be food, warm 
beverages, water, snacks and 
music provided. Check-in for 
the plunge is at 11 a.m. and 
the plunge will take place at 
noon. 

To register, scan the QR 
code or visit www.polar-
plungema.org. 

Polar Plunge to 
benefit Special 
Olympics moved 
to March 22

WARE – The Friends of 
Ware Town Hall announced 
their annual Lotto Calendar 
campaign is beginning. 

Calendars are $10 each, 
with drawings beginning 
April 1 and ending April 
30 and prizes range from 
$25-$500.  

Calendars are being 
sold locally at the follow-
ing locations: Changes 
Hai r  Sa lon ,  Crys ta l 
Springs Dairy Bar, It’s 
Wine O’clock, Moulton 
I n s u r a n c e  A g e n c y, 
Nat Falk, Otto Florist, 
Platform Hair Design, 

Silhouettes on Main, Talk 
of the Town, This n That 2, 
Ware Library, Ware River 
Club, Ware Senior Center, 
Ware Town Hall, Town 
Clerk’s Office and Wilton 
Children’s Store.

Anyone from out of town 
wishing to purchase a calen-
dar may do so by mailing a 
check for $10 for each cal-
endar to: Friends of Ware 
Town Hall, P.O. Box 692, 
Ware, MA 01082.  

Friends of Ware Town Hall offer 2025 lotto calendars 

WARE – The Recovery 
Center of HOPE and the 
Quaboag Hills Substance 
Use Alliance will be hosting 
a Community Cold Weather 
Drive to benefit local indi-
viduals and families facing 
hardships.

They will be accepting 
new and gently used gloves, 
mittens, scarves, sweaters, 
blankets, base-layers, jackets 
and coats and new beanies 
and socks. 

Items will be collected 
through the spring and can 
be dropped off at the follow-
ing locations: Town Hall, 
126 Main St., Mondays and 
Tuesdays from 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Recovery on Main, 78 
Main St., Wednesdays from 
1-3 p.m.; Ware Library, 37 
Main St., Thursdays from 10 
a.m.-7 p.m.; and Recovery 
Center of HOPE, Fridays 
from 2-4 p.m. 

Cold weather clothing drive ongoing
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of the Governor’s proclama-
tion for Maple Month, which 
is the month of March. 

Deer Meadow Farm is a 
small, family-run operation 
with a deep passion for craft-
ing delicious, high-quali-
ty maple syrup. Owner and 
operators Richard and Debra 
Julian were pleased to be the 
hosts of the season kickoff 
for Maple Month. 

Many in attendance got 
to see the sugar house and 
all the syrup making equip-
ment and got to try a warm 
syrup sample in addition to 
refreshments such as donuts 
and coffee. Guests also got 
to purchase the some of the 
best locally made syrup you 
can find. 

Richard Julian was excit-
ed about the season starting 
and said “its been a lot of 
work” and “it’s an honor” to 
host this kickoff event. 

Mass Maple Weekend is 
right around the corner and 
takes place on the weekend 

of March 8 and March 9. 
According to Trust, there are 
more than 300 maple syrup 
producers in the state. 

Many will have their 

sugarhouses open to the 
public this coming Maple 
Weekend, including Deer 
Meadow Farm, and will be 
hosting tours and syrup tast-
ings. Some maple syrup pro-
ducers have restaurants in 
addition to their maple sugar-
ing operation. 

Those interested can visit 
massmaple.org and view the 
interactive map that shows 
maple syrup destinations. 
The Massachusetts Maple 
Producers Association is a 
non-profit organization dedi-
cated to the preservation and 
promotion of maple sugaring 
in Massachusetts. Regular 
members are actively pro-
ducing maple products or 
directly related to the maple 
industry. 

State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
was in attendance during the 
Mass Maple Kickoff at Deer 
Meadow Farm and shared 
some fun stories of when he 
used to tap maple trees as 
a child. Oliveira mentioned 
he likes to cook with maple 
syrup and has visited many 
maple farms throughout his 
life. 

Oliveira was a participant 
in the ceremonial tree tap-
ping at Deer Meadow Farm 
and was excited to be in 
Warren for this kickoff. 

“It is an honor to be here 
to start up maple season,” 
Oliveira said. “A small com-
munity that has a lot of char-
acter.”

To read the Governor’s 
Proclamation was Winton 
P i t c o f f ,  t h e  D e p u t y 
Commissioner/Legislative 
and Policy Director for 
Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources. 

“This is the opening event 
of the growing season,” 
Pitcoff said as he read aloud 
the proclamation that offi-
cially reads that the month 
of March is acknowledged 
as Mass. Maple Month. The 
proclamation was handed 
over to the Julian family of 
Deer Meadow Farm. 

The Julian family has over 
500 trees tapped and one of 
them was going to be used 
for the ceremonial tree tap-
ping for the kickoff. Deer 
Meadow Farm is located at 
60 Reed St. in Warren and 
spans 66 acres. Deer Meadow 
Farm makes delicious maple 
syrup and sells it out of their 
sugarhouse on location. 

Deer Meadow Farm also 
sells maple syrup at farm-
ers markets and many local 
businesses buy their maple 
syrup, including Laurel Ridge 
Bed & Breakfast in Warren 
and Deep Roots Distillery in 
Sturbridge. 

Deer Meadow Farm also 
takes great pride in being the 
first and only farm in the state 
certified by the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society as a Bird 
Friendly Maple Producer. 
Members of Massachusetts 
Audubon Society, including 
Jeff Ritterson attended the 
kickoff and shared informa-
tion about their organization 
and recognized Deer Meadow 
Farm as the “first recognized 
producer”. 

Oliveira and Pitcoff did 
the honors of participating in 
the ceremonial tree tapping at 
Deer Meadow Farm. Many 
guests stuck around and 
toured the sugarhouse and 
purchased some delicious 
maple syrup. Mass. Maple 
Month is officially underway.

MAPLE from page 1Maple MonthMaple Month  
KICKS OFFKICKS OFF

The Julian family is the proud owners and operators of Deer Meadow Farm and were 
honored to be the hosts of this year’s kickoff. Shown from left are Richard, Debra and 
Kylee Julian. 

State Sen. Jake Oliveira spoke during the ceremonial tree tapping. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
State Sen. Jake Oliveira is preparing the bucket during the 
ceremonial tree tapping at Deer Meadow Farm. 

Winton Pitcoff drilled the tree for the ceremonial tree tapping. 
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Delay doesn’t stop 
Ware’s momentum

WARE – A sinkhole on 
the westbound lane of the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike 
delayed the start of Ware’s 
Round of 32 boys basketball 
matchup with Brighton, a 
school near Boston. Once the 
opposition arrived, however, 

Ware was in control, jump-
ing out to a lead and scor-
ing a 50-40 win last Friday 
night. In the Round of 16, 
it was Ware’s turn to travel 
as they were scheduled to 
face Fenway High School in 
Boston earlier this week.

Brady Guimond looks to pass near the paint.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Owen McKeever looks around 
for an opening to shoot.

Jason Mumper drives 
down the court.

Jack Gaudreau waits for the jumping 
block before shooting.

Justin Grout looks to get a pass around the 
defender.Alex Orszulak attempts a three-pointer.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Madeline Dufresne looks to intercept a 
rebound.

WA R R E N  –  L a s t 
Tuesday night, Quaboag 
girls basketball scored a 
win in a preliminary round 
game of the Division 5 State 
Tournament against Lynn 
Vocational 52-34. The win 
brought Quaboag into the 
Round of 32 against Millbury 
High School. Highlights from 
that matchup will be in a future edition.

Cougars scored Cougars scored 
tournament-tournament-
opening winopening win

Parker Tunley tries to get around an 
opponent.

Juliette 
Boos crosses 
midcourt.

RIGHT: Isabelle 
Manzaro goes for
a three-pointer

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE– Celebrating 
a victory in the final 
game of the season was 
a very important thing 
for Quabbin girls’ bas-
ketball head coach Evan 
Barringer and his players. 

Led by senior co-cap-
tain Brooke Austin, who 
scored a career-high 20 
points, the Lady Panthers 
wrapped up the 2024-25 
campaign with a 50-18 
non-playoff home win 
over the Nipmuc Warriors 
on Feb. 18.

“ Yo u  c e r t a i n l y 
couldn’t have asked for 
a better last game of the 
season. A lot of the things 
that we haven’t done very 
all season, we did do in 
tonight’s game,” said 
Barringer, who coaches 
every game with the same 
amount of passion. “All 
of the seniors also played 
very well in their last 
home game.”     

Both girls’ basketball 
teams entered the final 
game of the season with 
5-14 overall records.

“Because we graduat-
ed four starters from last 
year’s team, I wasn’t real-
ly sure how many games 
we would win this sea-
son,” Barringer added. 
“Coaching this group 

of players has been so 
enjoyable. They’ve done 
everything that I asked 
them to do. I’m very 
proud of them.”  

Quabbin kicked off the 
regular season with a pair 
of non-league road victo-
ries against Narragansett 
Regional (44-31), and 
Worcester Tech (50-30).

The Lady Panthers 
a lso  defeated  South 
Lancas te r  Academy, 
34-30,  in  the  open-
ing round game of the 
Gardner High School 
Holiday Tournament. 
Their other two victories 
during the regular season 

came against Lunenburg. 
The home victory 

against the Warriors in 
the season finale snapped 
Quabbin’s four game los-
ing streak. 

Prior to the opening 
tip-off, Quabbin senior 
Lianna Leger did an out-
standing job of singing 
the National Anthem. 

Leger was a member 
of the girls’ soccer team 
last fall and she’ll be 
playing for the softball 
team this spring. 

Austin and Leger, 
a l o n g  w i t h  c l a s s -
mates Bella Smith, and 
Christiana Dunn, were 

standing on the court 
together for the final time 
at the start of the game. 

The Lady Panthers 
fifth starter was junior 
co-captain Mia Ducos, 

who scored nine of her 
12 points during the first 
half.   

Lady Panthers score win in season finale

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
Mia Ducos attempts to shoot.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibell
Bella Smith sends a pass around the perimeter.

Sadie Ouimette sends a pass out of the arc.

Maddie Potvin looks to pass.
Please see PANTHERS, 

page 10
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2025 Fly Fishing Expo
Hosted by: Western Mass. Fly Fishermen 

Established in 1971

Monday, March 17th
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Speaker at 7:30 p.m.
Ludlow Elks Lodge 69 Chapin Stree, Ludlow, Mass

ADMISSION: $8.00; Free for children under 12 years

Guest Speaker: Harrison Anglers!

We target trout, pike, shad and smallmouth bass on the rivers on 
Western Mass and Southern VT.

We’ll focus on our winter fisheries but will discuss our warm 
water options as well.

Exhibitors: Fly rod builders, fly fishing/material vendors. Mass 
State and Wildlife experts, other related exhibitors, and WMFF 
member demonstrating fly tying.

Giant Raffle: Many fishing items, a complete fly-tying kit. Buck-
et raffles for custom tied flies. Door prize is a fly rod combo.

Refreshments/Food for sale

Mention where you saw this advertisement or show your 
WMFF membership card and get $1.00 off your admission

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

B A R R E — A l l  t h e 
Quabbin Regional boys’ bas-
ketball team needed to do to 
clinch a berth in the Division 
3 state tournament for the 
first time since 2022 was 
defeat the Groton-Dunstable 
Crusaders in the final game 
of the regular season.  

Things looked very prom-
ising for the Panthers who 
held a 30-19 halftime lead. 
It was a very different story 
during the second half. 

The Crusaders scored 46 
second half points with the 
help of 13 three-pointers, and 
they ended the Panthers post-
season dreams with a 65-50 
road victory on Feb. 18. 

“Give Groton-Dunstable 
a lot of credit for coming 
out and playing a great sec-
ond half against us. They 
increased their defensive 
intensity, and we just didn’t 
match it,” said Quabbin head 
coach Dennis Dextradeur. 
“We gave up close to 50 
points in the second half, 
which is something that we 
haven’t done very often in 
the past.” 

Dextradeur, who com-
pleted his 46th season as a 
varsity basketball coach, has 
won a total of 391 games as 
the Panthers boy’s coach. He 
also won 84 games as the 
girls’ varsity coach giving 
him a total of 475 career vic-
tories.   

While Dextradeur is plan-
ning on returning to the side-
lines next year, it was the 
final high school basketball 
game for Quabbin seniors 
Jaxon Warburton, Bryce 
Venne, Zeke Santoro, Quinn 
Geary, and Kyle Clark.

“Our five seniors didn’t 
play basketball for two 
years when they were in 
middle school because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
Dextradeur said. “After win-
ning only four games in each 
of the past two seasons, they 
helped restore our tradition 
and our culture this year. 
I’m very proud of what the 
seniors did for our basketball 
program. They’ve worked 

very hard and they’re pass-
ing the baton to the younger 
players now.”     

Quabbin finished the 
2024-25 campaign with a 
9-11 overall record. The 
Panthers won eight of their 
first eleven regular sea-
son games. They then only 
won one of their final eight 
games. 

The last time that the 
Panthers qualified for the 
Division 3 state tournament 
was in 2022. They lost a 
preliminary round game at 
Belchertown High School by 
the final score of 58-46. 

Geary, who scored 10 
points against the Crusaders 
(9-10), is the only remaining 
player from that team. 

Clark led the way offen-
sively in last Tuesday’s home 
game with a team-leading 
16 points. He just missed 
recording a double-dou-
ble as he pulled down nine 
rebounds. 

Venne finished the contest 
with five points, which all 
came during the first quarter. 
Warburton and Santoro each 
scored two points. 

Rounding out the scoring 
column for the home team 
were sophomore Jacoby 
Dil l ing (9 points) ,  and 
freshman Brady Patchen (6 
points). 

The Panthers first half 
points were evenly spread 
out among five different 
players.  

Clark and Dilling scored 
seven points apiece in the 
first half. Patchen contributed 
with six points, while Geary 
and Venne each scored five 
points.  

In the closing seconds of 
the opening quarter, a Dilling 
put-back hoop gave the 
Panthers a 16-9 advantage.  

After making a spin move 
in the lane, Clark scored 
an inside hoop pushing the 

Panthers lead into double 
digits (19-9) for the first time 
with 6:35 left in the second 
quarter.

With less than two min-
utes remaining in the first 
half, the Panthers built a 
30-16 lead following a 
Patchen inside basket. 

The Crusaders closed out 
the first half with senior Zach 
Romich burying his third 
3-pointer of the game from 
the top of the key.

Romich, who scored 13 
of his team’s 19 points in the 
first half, recently scored his 

1,000th career point. He put 
on an incredible offensive 
show during the second half, 
as he made five more shots 
from beyond the three-point 
arc giving him a game-high 
32 points.     

Groton-Dunstable junior 

Finn Frazier also made six 
3-pointers after halftime 
leading to his 18 points. No 
other G-D player scored 
more than six points in the 
contest.

The Crusaders made a 
total of 22 field goals and 
16 of them were three-point 
shots.   

After Romich began the 
second half by hitting a trey, 
the Panthers answered with 
a Clark inside basket and a 
Warburton lay-up following 
a steal.

The Panthers 34-22 lead 
slipped away very quickly, as 
the visiting team scored the 
final 21 points of the third 
quarter.  

The Crusaders, who made 
a total of seven 3-point-
ers during the third quarter, 
entered the final eight min-
utes of the non-playoff con-
test holding a 43-34 lead. 
The visiting team continued 
to pull away during the final 
quarter, as they made six 
more 3-pointers.  

Dextradeur is really hop-
ing that his team will be 
playing in the state tourna-
ment a year from now.

State tourney berth spoiled for Quabbin boys basketball

Kyle Clark chases down a rebound. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Jacoby Dilling attempts to keep the ball inbounds.

Brady Patchen drives toward the basket.

Jacoby Dilling gets around 
the pressure for a shot.

The other senior list-
ed on the Quabbin roster is 
Makaylah Kingsbury, who 
didn’t attend the home game 
because she was on vacation.

“The five seniors are very 
special to me,” Barringer 
said. “There were members 
of our Central Mass. cham-
pionship team last year, but 
they didn’t get to play in 
many games. Each of them 
had signatures games this 
year. We’re like a big family 
and I’m really going to miss 
them a lot.” 

The only time that the 
Lady Panthers trailed in the 
game was at 2-0 less than a 
minute into the first quarter. 

With 6:55 left in the open-
ing quarter, Dunn buried a 
3-pointer from the left corner, 
which started an 8-0 run. The 
3-pointer was her only points 
of the game.

After an Austin put-back 
hoop, Ducos made a free 
throw and a lay-up giving the 
home team an 8-2 lead with 
4:50 remaining in the quarter.

The Lady Panthers entered 
the second stanza holding a 
10-2 advantage.

The duo of Austin and 
Ducos combined to score all 
nine of Quabbin’s second 
quarter points.

The home team headed 
into the locker room with a 
19-5 advantage.

With a little more than 
three minutes left in the third 
quarter, Smith, who finished 
the contest with seven points, 
banked home a 3-point shot 
from the right side pushing 
the Lady Panthers lead to 
twenty points (29-9) for the 
first time. Her father, Brian, 

is one of the Lady Panthers 
assistant coaches.

Julia Hamel was also an 
assistant coach this season.

Austin scored 13 of her 
points during the fourth quar-
ter, as the Lady Panthers con-

tinued to pull away.
“I’m very happy for 

Brooke,” Barringer said. 
“She has battled a lot of inju-
ries during the past couple 
of years and is a very tough 
kid. Coaches aren’t supposed 
to have favorite players, but 
Brooke is one of my all-time 
favorites. She’s just a great 
kid.”

Austin is planning to play 
soccer at Anna Maria College 
in the fall. Barringer is also 
hoping she joins the Amcats 
women’s basketball team 
next winter. 

The Lady Panthers’ other 
two scorers were sopho-
more’s Abby Rogowski, who 
scored her six points in the 
second half, and Izzy Doty (2 
points).

The other members of 
the Quabbin girls’ basket-
ball team were sophomore’s 
Aubrey Thorpe and Sadie 
Ouimette.

PANTHERS from page 9

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Christiana Dunn tries to block a pass.

Brooke Austin goes for the 
layup.
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We have summer enrollment options 
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers. 

Structured daily schedule to include 
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts. 

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play. 

www.packardmountain.com

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
June 30 - August 15

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.103

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

      Race Into Summer at

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Space is
limited

so don’t
wait!

   Camp MacDuffi e!

Week 1: June 30 - July 3 
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18 

Week 4: July 21 - 25
Week 5: July 28 - August 1

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 7: August11-15

• Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s
 • Creative Writing • Theater • Science • And More!

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Our
Toddler Room 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24
2025 Summer Riding Sessions
June 23-27 • July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 • August 18-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Summer camp is some-
thing akin to a rite of passage 
for millions of youngsters 
each year. Many adults look 
back fondly on their experi-
ences at summer camp, often 
crediting such times as for-
mative periods in their lives. 
Summer camp benefits chil-
dren in a myriad ways.

• Campers continue to 
socialize throughout sum-
mer. Socializing isn’t just for 
the school year. While chil-
dren in high school might be 
independent enough to come 
and go with their friends 
during summer break, kids 
who are still in elementa-
ry school or middle school 
might not be old enough to 
handle such freedom. That 

can make it hard to stay in 
touch with friends, which in 
turn can contribute to feel-
ings of boredom and lone-
liness. Camp provides am-
ple opportunities for young 
children to socialize during a 
time of year when they might 
not see their school friends as 
often as they’re used to. 

• Campers can expand 
their horizons. Though some 
summer camps are exclusive 
to residents of certain com-
munities, many tend to fea-
ture children from numerous 
towns or municipalities. Such 
camps provide an opportu-
nity for campers to expand 
their horizons by engaging 
with youngsters who come 
from different backgrounds.

• Camp can get kids 
off their devices. Modern 
children are growing up in 
a digital world, and parents 
know how hard it can be to 
get kids to put down their de-
vices and get outdoors. But 
the key to making that pivot 
could be access to outdoor 
play spaces. Many summer 
camps are structured around 
outdoor play, making them a 
potentially invaluable ally as 
parents seek to help children 
cut back on the time they 
spend using their devices. 
Children who do not attend 
camp and live in households 
where both parents work or 
in single-parent households 
where Mom or Dad works 
may be forced to spend much 

of summer indoors, which 
could increase the frequency 
with which they turn to de-
vices to occupy their time.

• Camp adds structure to 
summer days. Once a school 
year ends, the structure a 
school day provides vanishes 
into thin air. Couple that with 
extracurricular activities that 
go on hiatus during summer 
vacation, and kids accus-
tomed to structure are left 
with little to do and no need 
to schedule their time.

There’s no shortage of 
benefits to enrolling young-
sters in summer camp, where 
kids can socialize, grow and 
get off their devices while 
engaged in structured but 
stress-free activities. 

Each year, campers of 
all ages head off to nearby 
recreation centers or travel to 
rural areas to claim their cab-
ins and bunks. Here’s a deep 
look at some of the statistics 
surrounding summer camps. 

1,467: The number 
of day camps in the United 
States run by the YMCA. - 
YMCA

$3.91 billion: The peak 
market size of the summer 
camp sector in the United 
States in 2019, before stay-
at-home-restrictions affected 
statistics in subsequent years. 
-Statista

14 million: The average 
number of American summer 
camp registrants each year. - 
American Camp Association

1 week: The most pop-
ular session length for sum-
mer camp, although the ma-
jority of independent camp 
operators offer four-, six- 
and eight-week sessions. - 
American Camp Association

50: The percentage of 
respondents whose camps 
charge $1,000 or more per 
session, with most programs 
costing between $1,000 and 
$1,500. - CampMinder

58 to 63: The percent-
age of female staff members 
at overnight and day camps, 
respectively. - American 
Camp Association

200 to 300: The av-
erage number of campers 
served each session. - Camp-
Minder

7 in 10: The number of 
camps that run 10 or more 
different programs. - Camp-
Minder

79: The percentage 
of camps that maintain a 
screen-free environment. - 
CampMinder

The benefits of attending summer camp Camp by the numbers

SUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDE
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – It is week 
three of the final 10-week 
round for the Commercial 
Elks League. 

After the first two weeks, 
there is a tie for first place 
between Team BK, Gutter 
Mouths, Compression and 
Last in Line. All four teams 
have a record of 5-3, how-
ever the tie is broken by 
way of team’s high single 
and high series (three-game 
total). Out of the four teams, 
Team BK has the high team 
single of 446 and the high 
series of 1212. 

The Daft Kings bowled 
against the Mailmen during 
week three of the final 
round. In game one, Daft 
Kings defeated Mailmen 
by a score of 402-386. 
Matt Bertelli of Daft Kings 
bowled great by putting up a 

score of 129. 
I n  ga m e  t wo ,  T h e 

Mailmen salavaged a win 
over the Daft Kings by a 
score of 381-378. The high 
game was bowled by Bryan 
Surprise, 111. Bertelli fol-
lowed up with a 104. 

In  game three,  The 
Mailmen pulled off another 
victory over the Daft Kings, 
364-350. Bertelli had the 
highest series out of all the 
bowlers in the match with 
a 319. Just two pins shy of 
317 was Bryan Surprise of 
Mailmen. 

The Mailmen won total 
pinfall by one pin, with a 
final score of 1131-1130. 
Mailmen take three points 
out of a possible four. 

Team BK bowled against 
Compression in an effort 
to break the 5-3 tie for first 
place between them and two 
other teams. In game one, 
Team BK won a close game 
by a score of 365-362. Jason 
Dominick of Compression 
had a spare to fill in the 
tenth and needed a seven or 
higher to win, he only filled 
the spare with three. 

In game two, Team BK 

were victorious again by 
a score of 418-371. Paul 
Nothe of BK bowled his 
best game of the season 
with a 130 to help the team 
increase their lead. 

I n  g a m e  t h r e e , 
Compression won the last 
game by a score of 384-
380. Team BK won total 
pinfall and a total of three 
points out of a possible 
four, 1163-1117. After this 
match, Team BK’s record is 
bumped up to 8-4. 

The  Gut te r  Mouths 
bowled against Last in Line. 
In game one, Last in Line 
was victorious by a score of 
356-342. Vinny Navarro of 
Last in Line bowled a 117 
to get the win. 

In game two, Gutter 
Mouths were the winners by 
a score of 396-356. Stephen 
Manolakis of Gutter Mouths 
bowled a 120. In game 
three, Last in Line won the 
last game by a score of 346-
338. Navarro had the high-
est series of 314. 

Gutter Mouths won total 
pinfall with a final score 
of 1076-1058. Each team 
received two points. 

Candlepin League News�

the activities of daily living 
(ADLs) is becoming dimin-
ished.

What are the activities 
of daily living?

ADLs are an indicator of 
a person’s ability to function 
independently. They include 
eating, bathing, toileting -- 
tasks needed to keep a body 
healthy and safe. ADLs can 
also include more complex 
tasks like managing money, 
managing medications, cook-
ing and doing laundry, which 
are important for independent 
living.

If a parent has difficul-
ty performing one or more 
ADLs, they may end up liv-
ing in unsafe conditions and 
have a poor quality of life 
unless they receive assistance.

ADLs can be empirical-
ly observed and measured, 
which takes emotions and 
assumptions out of the equa-
tion. You can also report to 
Mom’s or Dad’s doctor if you 
observe difficulty with ADLs, 
so the doctor can have that 
conversation with them.

Most importantly, you 
want to keep an eye on ADLs 
before there’s an accident, 
injury or financial mishap: a 
stove or oven left on, a fall in 
the bathroom, or bills going 
unpaid.

How to approach “the talk”
Getting a senior to accept 

help is sometimes not easy, 
but it’s good to point out to 
them that they’re in control 
now. There may come a time 
when the decision to accept 
help is no longer in their 
hands.

Some general guidelines:
Involve others, such as 

their doctor. What may be dif-
ficult to hear coming from a 
child may be more acceptable 
from a third party.

Listen to their concerns 
and feelings. Show that  you 
understand their thoughts 
about the perception of aging.

Hear them out about their 
wishes and focus on the 
options they seem interest-
ed in.  “If you could wave a 
magic wand, how would you 
make your life better?”

Then ask questions:  Find 
out why they might be reluc-
tant to accept help, such as 
fears about the loss of inde-
pendence or the cost.  

Give them choices:  Allow 
them to help make decisions 
about the type of help they 
would be most comfortable 
with, and from whom. Would 
they be OK with a family 
member helping out but not 
someone from a care agen-
cy?  How would they feel 
about having meals delivered 
a few times a week?

Point out how today’s 
technological solutions can 

maintain independence. Have 
DoorDash deliver the grocer-
ies and a rideshare take you to 
the doctor.

Reframe the meaning of 
independence:  Remind them 
that asking for help doesn’t 
mean they’re  becoming 
less independent, but rather 
embracing interdependence. 

As much as you can, let 
Mom or Dad control the deci-
sion-making. But the fact is 
that at some point, children 
and caregivers may have to 
assume control. It’s import-
ant to have in place powers of 
attorney for health care and 
financial matters.

Finally, keep in mind that 
you’ll be next in line for 
this conversation with your 
children or caregivers. How 
would you want someone to 
speak to you, and how accept-
ing will you be when some-
one says, “I think you need 
help”?

Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg, 
is a registered nurse and 
board certified patient advo-
cate and founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical pro-
fessionals to become success-
ful private patient advocates.   
Teri offers a free phone con-
sultation to Turley Newspaper 
readers as well as to nurses 
interested in becoming advo-
cates.   Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com 

HEALTH from page 4



Page 12, Ware River News, March 6, 2025

Ware Police Log

public safety

During the week of Feb. 
23-March 4, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
29 miscellaneous calls, 18 
administrative calls, 13 traf-
fic violations, 18 emergency 
911 calls, four motor vehicle 
accidents, one safety hazard, 
six harassments, four thefts/
larcenies, two trespasses, one 
vehicle fire, one structure fire, 
14 animal calls and 46 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Ware.

Sunday, Feb. 23
3:36 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

East Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

4:23 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Parker Street, Assist 
Given

10:30 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, South Street, 
Services Rendered

11:24 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat ,  Fisherdick 
Road, No Action Required

12:43 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, River Road, Unfounded

12:49 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Coffey Hill Road, 
Dispatch Handled

2:57 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Services 
Rendered

5:07 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Barnes Street, 
Services Rendered

5 : 3 8  p . m .  Tr e s p a s s /
Unwanted,  West  Street , 
Services Rendered

8:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Street, Report 
Made

Monday, Feb. 24
2:44 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

O t i s  Avenue ,  C i t a t ion /
Warning Issued

10:14 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Could Not 
Locate

5:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Tuesday, Feb. 25
3 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Vigeant Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:56 a.m. Traffic Violation/
Hazard,  Vigeant  Street , 
Citation/Warning Issued

1 : 0 7  p . m .  Tr e s p a s s /
Unwanted, Palmer Road, 
Could Not Locate

6:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Church Street, Report 
Made

7:32 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Coffey Hill Road, 
Dispatch Handled

10:45 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance,  North Street , 
Criminal Complaint Request

Wednesday, Feb. 26
3:30 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Homecrest Avenue, Citation/
Warning Issued

3:44 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Parker  Street ,  Ci ta t ion/
Warning Issued

3:51 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Nor th  S t ree t ,  C i ta t ion /
Warning Issued

3:58 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Pulaski Street,  Citation/
Warning Issued

4:03 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Park Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

4:10 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
High Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

9 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Greenwich Road, 
Report Made

9:43 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Unfounded

10:05 a.m. Vehicle Fire, 
Babcock  Tave rn  Road , 
Extinguished

9:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Thursday, Feb. 27
2:37 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

O t i s  Avenue ,  C i t a t ion /
Warning Issued

6:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

7:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Stret, Arrest 
Made

Arrest: Geoffrey J. Ralls, 
33, East Longmeadow

L i c e n s e  S u s p e n d e d , 
Opera te  Motor  Veh ic le 
With; Firearm Violation with 
Three Prior Violent/Drug 
Crimes; Firearm Violation 
with Three Prior Violent/
Drug Crimes (Ammunition); 
Firearm,  Carry Without 
License Loaded c269 s.10(n); 
Drug, Possess Class E; Drug, 
Possess to Distribute Class B 
(Cocaine)

5:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

5:43 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Advised

8:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Friday, Feb. 28
7:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:46 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, East Street, Report 
Made

10:56 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Investigated

11:03 a.m. Structure Fire, 

Maple Avenue, Extinguished
12:33 p.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Church Street, Dispatch 
Handled

12:36 p.m. Drugs, North 
Street, Advised

1:06 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, High Street, 
Advised

7:47 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Palmer Road, Report Made

7:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Saturday, March 1
1:20 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 

We s t  S t r e e t ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

3:59 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Church Street, Dispatch 
Handled

5:37 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Hillside Village, Report Made

Sunday, March 2
2:36 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Prospect Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

4:13 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
S h a d y  P a t h ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

7:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:54 p.m. Warrant Service, 
Main Street, Arrest Made

Arrest: Darrion Bucknam, 
21, Ware

WMS Warrant ;  WMS 
Warrant; WMS Warrant

Monday, March 3
2:44 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Prospect Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

3:38 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Eddy Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

8:58 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Gould Road, Report 
Made

9:05 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Investigated

10:19 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Shoreline Drive, 
Services Rendered

12:34 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Palmer Road, Arrest Made

4:01 p.m. Warrant Service, 
Hillside Village, Arrest Made

Arrest: Daniel Kendall, 53, 
Ware

WMS Warrant;  Resist 
Arrest

6:16 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Church Street, 
Services Rendered

7:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Tuesday, March 4
3:50 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Nor th  S t ree t ,  C i ta t ion /
Warning Issued

Hardwick Police Log

Warren Police Log E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : 
People in this country 
are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide 
us with the informa-
tion you read on this 
page as public record 
information. If you or 
any suspect listed here 
is found not guilty or 
has charges dropped 
or reduced, we will 
gladly print that infor-
mation as a follow-up 
upon being present-
ed with documented 
proof of the court’s 
final disposition.

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

During the weeks of Feb. 
23-March 1, the Warren 
Police Department respond-
ed to 132 building/property 
checks, 84 community polic-
ings, 12 emergency 911 
calls, one safety concern, 
two fire/smoke investiga-
tions, one fire/illegal burn 
and 23 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Warren.

Sunday, Feb. 23
11:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

2 :41  p .m .  A l l e rg i c 
Reaction, Brimfield Road, 
Mutual Aid Assist

3 : 2 9  p . m .  S a f e t y 
Concern,  Bemis Road, 
Negative Contact

7 : 0 2  p . m .  F i r e 
Investigation, Maple Street, 
Investigated

8:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Monday, Feb. 24
8:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

8:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Arrest(s) 
Made

8:53 a.m. Breathing 
Difficulty, Constitution 
Avenue, Transported to 
Hospital

5 : 5 7  p . m .  F a l l s , 
M e c h a n i c  S t r e e t , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

11:15 p.m. Suspicious 
Person, Brimfield Road, 
Report Filed

Tuesday, Feb. 25
1:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

8:19 a.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Trudeau Drive, 
Report Filed

1 2 : 0 5  p . m .  S i c k /
Unknown, River Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Feb. 26
9 : 1 7  a . m .  F a l l s , 

B r i m f i e l d  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

4:55 p.m. Seizures, Coy 
Hill Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Thursday, Feb. 27
11:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4 : 5 4  p . m .  F i r e /
Illegal Burn, Reed Street, 
Investigated

Friday, Feb. 28
8:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Dean Street, Written 
Warning

9:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:44 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:44 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 

Complaint
12:23 p.m. 911 Hang-

up/Misdial /Abandoned, 
Dunham Road, Report Filed

2:18 p.m. Overdose/
Poisoning, Keys Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, March 1
7 : 3 5  a . m .  F a l l s , 

Presidential Circle, Mutual 
Aid Transport

9:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1 1 : 1 8  a . m .  M o t o r 
Vehicle Stop, Bridge Street, 
Criminal Complaint

1:04 p.m. Fire/Smoke 
Investigation, Bridge Street, 
Investigated

During the week of Feb. 
24-March 3, the Hardwick/
New Bra in t ree  Pol ice 
Department responded to 
68 building/property checks, 
38 directed/area patrols, 
six radar assignments, one 
traffic control, 11 emer-
gency 911 calls, nine citi-
zen assists, two assist other 
agencies, four complaints, 
four safety hazards, one 
investigation, one identity 
theft, one illegal dumping, 
two fire alarms, four motor 
vehicle accidents, one tres-
pass, four animal calls and 
three motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Hardwick.

Monday, Feb. 24
9:29 a.m. Identity Theft, 

Pine Street, Officer Handled
10:09 a.m. Past Motor 

Vehicle Accident, Lower 
Road, Spoken To

10:22  a .m.  Park ing 
Complaint, Grove Street, 
Spoken To

1 2 : 2 2  p . m .  A s s i s t 
Ci t izen,  Broad Street , 
Spoken To

5:28 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency,  Maple Street , 
Officer Handled

6:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Lower Road, 
Officer Handled

Tuesday, Feb. 25
6:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Petersham Road, 
Written Warning

8:30 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
B a r r e  R o a d ,  O f f i c e r 
Handled

8:59 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

1:23 p.m. 911 Motor 

Vehicle Accident, Church 
Street ,  Transported to 
Hospital

3:31 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Report Taken

4:28 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Church Street, Services 
Rendered

Wednesday, Feb. 26
6:15 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

New Bra in t r ee  Road , 
Dispatch Handled

3:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

4 : 1 0  p . m .  9 1 1 
Disturbance,  Hardwick 
Road, Services Rendered

4:12 p.m. 911 Suspicious 
Activity, Church Street, 
Merge

4:58 p.m. Complaint, 
Broad  S t ree t ,  Offi ce r 
Handled

5:15 p.m. 911 Motor 
Vehicle Accident, Upper 
Church Street, Services 
Rendered

8:51 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Jo s lyn  Road ,  Off i c e r 
Handled

Thursday, Feb. 27
7:01 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

L ow e r  R o a d ,  Ta k e n /
Referred to Other Agency

1 2 : 3 8  p . m .  I l l eg a l 
Dumping, Main Street, 
Officer Handled

6:02 p.m. Fire Alarm, 
Prospect Street, Investigated

Friday, Feb. 28
4:54 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Off Prospect 
Street ,  Transported to 
Hospital

5:19 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
New Bra in t r ee  Road , 

Dispatch Handled
1 : 4 0  p . m .  We l f a r e 

Check, Petersham Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:48 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Lower Road, Spoken To

9:10 p.m. Complaint, 
Hardwick Road, Services 
Rendered

Saturday, March 1
1:58 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Ruggles Hill 
Road, Services Rendered

9:56 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Telephone, Officer 
Handled

1 2 : 5 1  p . m .  A s s i s t 
Ci t izen,  Broad Street , 
Spoken To

1:51 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Broad Street ,  Services 
Rendered

3:37 p.m. Fire Alarm, 
Upper  Church  S t ree t , 
Services Rendered

5:22 p.m. Complaint, 
Jackson Road,  Officer 
Handled

Sunday, March 2
1 0 : 4 3  a . m .  A s s i s t 

Citizen, Creamery Road, 
Officer Handled

1 2 : 5 5  p . m .  A s s i s t 
Ci t izen ,  Lower  Road , 
Officer Handled

1:38 p.m. 911 Trespass, 
Taylor Hill Road, Services 
Rendered

4:10 p.m. Investigation, 
Church  Lane ,  Office r 
Handled

5:23 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency,  Hardwick 
Road ,  Transpor t ed  to 
Hospital

6:50 p.m. 911 Neighbor 
Dispute, Prospect Street, 
Spoken To

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– On Feb. 16, the West 
B r o o k f i e l d  P o l i c e 
Department responded to a 
report of shots fired at a Lake 
Street residence. 

Fortunately, the victim 
was not struck.

As part  of  an ongo-
ing invest igat ion,  West 
B r o o k f i e l d  P o l i c e 
Department is asking for the 
public’s help. They are look-
ing for information about an 
older-model green Chevrolet 
pickup truck that was in the 

area of Cottage Street, Lake 
Street, and Wickaboag Valley 
Road around 2:50 p.m. on 
Feb. 16.

At this point in the inves-
tigation, police believe but 
cannot yet confirm that the 
weapon used may have 
been a BB or airsoft gun. 
Additionally, police have not 
been able to confirm whether 
this incident was a random 
act, targeted for other rea-
sons, or related to the vic-
tim’s political views.

The West  Brookfield 

Police Department is also 
aware that a neighboring 
community experienced a 
similar incident on the same 
date, and they are actively 
working to determine if there 
is any connection between 
the two cases.

If you live in the area and 
have road-facing security 
cameras, please check your 
footage from that time. If you 
captured images of what may 
be the suspect vehicle, please 
send them to CCulver@
Wbrookfield.com.

Police seek information about shooting incident
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Death notices
Goodwin, Robert L.
Died Jan. 31, 2025

Perron Sr., John L.
Died Feb. 27, 2025
Services March 7, 2025

WARREN – John L. 
Perron Sr., 82, passed away 
peacefully on 
Thursday, Feb. 
27 with his fam-
ily by his side. 

B o r n  O c t . 
26 ,  1942,  to 
Wa l t e r  a n d 
Rose (Messier) 
Perron he was 
one of 11 chil-
dren.

He attended 
Springfield Trade School 
and went on to spend 
many years in the mobile 
home industry. He retired 
as a machine operator from 
Titeflex. 

He served the town as 
a volunteer firefighter 
and was an Assistant Fire 
Chief of the Warren Fire 
Department in the 1970’s.

He is survived by his 
devoted wife of 63 years, 
Judith (Clough) Perron; 
two daughters, Michele 
Mues and her husband 
Christopher of Warren, Gail 
Pluta and her partner Ron 
Botta of West Brookfield; 
one son,  John Perron 
Jr. and his wife Sandy of 
Warren; a sister, Shirley 
Homans of Ludlow; five 
grandchildren, Casey Mues, 
Lisa Distler, Nick Pluta, 
Kylie Pluta-Siniscalchi 
and  Jake  Pe r ron ;  10 

great-grandchildren; broth-
er in-law Donald Robidoux 

of Warren; and 
many nieces and 
nephews. Along 
with his parents 
he  i s  p reced-
ed in death by a 
daughter Deborah 
Olearcek ;  and 
siblings, Walter, 
I r ene ,  Es the r, 
Frances, Donald, 
Theresa, Rose, 

Margaret, and George.
He enjoyed his weekly 

phone calls with his life-
long friend Pit, vacationing 
at Hampton Beach, playing 
cards on Saturday nights 
and going to the casinos. 
He loved having all his 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren around.  

A Visitation Period will 
take place on Friday, March 
7, 2025, from 9-10:30 a.m. 
in Cebula Funeral Home, 
66 South St., Ware.  A 
Funeral  Mass wil l  be 
offered on Friday, March 
7, 2025, at 11 a.m. in St. 
Stanislaus Church, Main 
Street, West Warren. 

Funeral Services are 
under the direction of 
Cebula Funeral Home, 
Ware. For more information 
and an online guest book, 
please visit: www.cebulafu-
neralhome.com.

John L. Perron Sr., 82

ters and quickly heard back 
from the Rhode Island Blood 
Center, which was eager to be 
involved.

“They set it up quick and 
easy,” Frost said. “They were 
really great.”

Frost said Rhode Island 
Blood Center is a subset 
of New York Blood Center 
and serves the greater New 
England region.

By 2:30 p.m. on the day of 
the blood drive, Rhode Island 
Blood Center had collected 
52 pints of blood from stu-
dents, school staff and mem-
bers of the community. Frost 
said they had 89 people sign 
up in advance, which was just 
one person shy of the 90 per-

son maximum for the day, not 
including walk-ins.

Frost said she also had 18 
students sign up to volunteer 
during the blood drive; with 
each one earning community 
service hours. 

She said a number of the 
student volunteers are inter-
ested in joining the medical 
field after graduation and 
they were able to receive 
some firsthand knowledge 
from the nurses on staff with 
Rhode Island Blood Center.

“This gave them good 
insight,” Frost said.

After graduation, Frost 
plans to attend college in 
New York and study art histo-
ry and anthropology. 

About Rhode Island 
Blood Center

Rhode  I s l and  B lood 
Center was founded in 1979 
as a nonprofit communi-
ty blood center. For over 40 
years, we have been the pri-
mary supplier of blood and 
blood products to patients 
being cared for in hospitals 
throughout Rhode Island and 
the New England area. 

 As part of New York 
Blood Center Enterprises, 
with national reach through 
our many divisions, the 
Rhode Island Blood Center 
proudly serves as a vital com-
munity lifeline dedicated to 
helping patients and advanc-
ing global public health.

For more information, 
visit ribc.org.

credibility of this person,” 
Lovato said. 

Winslow moved to hire 
retired judge Mary-Lou 
Rup to serve as an inde-
pendent investigator of the 
issues raised by the Ware 
Teachers Association as well 
as concerns around the hir-
ing of Clark Consulting and 
its funding. The committee 
voted unanimously in favor 
of the motion. 

Winslow said the commit-
tee will discuss the scope of 
the investigation at the next 
meeting, after Rup has been 
secured to lead the investi-
gation.

The committee also dis-
cussed if there was a need 
to meet in executive session 
to discuss these allegations 
with both Lovato and the 
Ware Teachers Association 
while the investigation was 
ongoing.

Winslow said he believes 
the independent investigation 
should happen first before 
any meetings occurred in 
executive session.

“Given the environment 
we’re in, executive session 
would probably be some-
thing that would be very dif-
ficult to do at this point,” he 
said.

School Committee Vice-
Chair Aaron Sawabi said 
since both parties are willing 
to meet in executive session, 
it could help improve the 
dynamics in the school dis-
trict while the investigation is 
ongoing.  

“Let’s fix this…we’ve got 
a lot of issues to deal with 
and we need to get back on 
track,” Sawabi said. 

School Committee mem-
ber Julie Slattery said she 
also agrees that meeting in 
executive session could be 
beneficial to moving things 
forward. 

School Committee mem-
ber Michael DuBois said at 
this point, he believes the 
process should be left to the 
independent investigator and 
that an executive session 
meeting should have been 
held months ago. 

Sawabi said having an 
executive session meet-
ing would allow Lovato to 
respond to some of the 
allegations raised against 
him by the Ware Teachers 
Association. 

Lovato said he is willing 
to meet either in executive 
session or during an open 
meeting, if necessary.

“That facts need to get 
out on the table,” he said. “I 
haven’t been able to present 
any supporting documenta-
tion that would counter what 
I consider to be false allega-
tions.”

Ware Teachers Asso-
ciation President Amber 
Boucher said the union is not 
interested in meeting in exec-
utive session and they would 
prefer to have the indepen-
dent investigator look into 
the union’s concerns.

“We are not interested 
in meeting in executive ses-
sion…we are long past that,” 
she said. “We feel that an 

independent investigator is 
the best route for all parties 
concerned.”

Special education audit
Desjardins said the auditor 

was away this past week, but 
appointments are being made 
with teachers who wanted to 
be interviewed.

Lovato said the auditor 
will be speaking with all spe-
cial education staff, princi-
pals and assistant principals. 

Lovato said the auditor 
identified that a number of 
evaluations from the start of 
the 2023-2024 school year 
were not research-based in 
the initial evaluation process. 
He said this is the time that 
both himself and Director of 
Student Services Dr. Ginger 
Coleman started their jobs 
with the school district.

“There was a major shift 
that occurred in January of 
2024 where we really made 
a big difference on the eval-
uations and that’s where they 
started to get cleaned up,” 
Lovato said. “As of today, 
we’re pretty locked and load-
ed in that area in regard to a 
good way.”

Lovato said the auditor 
also noted that some IEPs 
did not meet the timelines at 
the beginning of the 2023-
2024 school year but noted 
a “significant difference” by 
January of 2024. 

The completed audi t 
report is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of March. 

Reenactment of
Lafayette’s tour

The Ware  His tor ica l 

Commission requested use of 
the school facilities on June 
14 for a historical reenact-
ment to be held on the front 
lawn.

Historical Commission 
member Kathleen Galford 
said this will be a reenact-
ment of the tour of Lafayette. 
The event will take place by 
the Lafayette elm tree, which 
was planted by the Historical 
Commission nine years ago.

“We felt that it was appro-
priate to hold the celebration 
at the school because the tree 
is there,” Galford said.

Galford said Lafayette 
was a Revolutionary War 
hero serving under General 
Washington.  The event 
will also be attended by 
the American Friends of 
Lafayette, which is recreating 
his tour throughout the east-
ern seaboard. 

Galford said that tree 
replaced the original tree that 
Lafayette rested under, which 
was blown over during a hur-
ricane in 1923. A monument 
noting the site’s historical 
significance is located by the 
tree.

“Ware was lucky enough 
to have him visit in 1825 on 
June 14th, so it’s exactly 200 
years to the day,” she said. 
“Because he visited Ware the 
first time around, we have 
been asked to participate and 
host him for a few hours, as 
the reenactment takes place 
in Ware. There’s not that 
many towns that he visited…
this is a great honor to be 
asked to participate and to be 
part of this reenactment.”

The event will be held 
inside the gym in case of 
rain.

The School Committee 
voted to approve the use of 
facilities and waive the fee.

Comments and concerns
The parent of a middle 

school student said she was 
concerned about the lack of 
a vice principal in the middle 
school as that person will be 
moved to the high school. 

Boucher said the union, 
parents, students and com-
mun i ty  member s  have 
all raised concerns about 
Lovato, and they have not 
had the same time as him 
to speak during School 
Committee meetings.

“We are not alone in rais-
ing concerns about the super-
intendent,” she said.

A senior at  the high 
school commented that the 
former principal is still listed 
on his transcript, instead of 
the current principal. 

Superintendent’s report
Lovato said the com-

mittee will need to dis-
cus s  an  upda t e  abou t 
t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Comprehensive Assessment 
System exam, after it was 
removed as a requirement 
for graduation. He said 
he will forward the recom-
mendations put forth by the 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education to 
the committee members. 

“Even though they’ve 
removed MCAS, they are 
leaning toward the direc-

tion of requiring competen-
cy exams or some formal 
assessment and they’re also 
talking about aligning some 
of the course work,” he said.

Lovato said the state has 
put out an email stating that 
graduation numbers for the 
last academic year are almost 
ready to be released. 

“We’re pretty excited to 
get those numbers,” Lovato 
said. “We are on the right 
path for every single one of 
them. That includes scores, 
attendance, graduation, drop-
out…over the last two years 
we have a steady line of 
increases in all these areas.”

Lovato said the principals 
have all presented their bud-
gets for fiscal year 2026.

He said they are looking 
to present a level-service 
funded budget to the town, 
but they are still waiting for 
some figures from the town 
regarding insurance rates. He 
said they are anticipating an 
increase there.

Lovato credited Coleman 
with ensuring that transpor-
tation rates remain consis-
tent along with out of dis-
trict costs and maintaining 
required services. 

Lovato also congratulated 
the girls’ and boys’ basket-
ball teams for their success-
ful seasons. 

Next meeting
T h e  n e x t  S c h o o l 

Committee meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, March 11.

SCHOOL from page 1

DRIVE from page 1

Facebook page. 
In the next CDAC meet-

ing, O’Brien will go over 
chapter reviews for trans-
portation and town services. 
Discussion on roads will be 
included in transportation. 

Green Communities 
and One Stop

Town Adminis t ra tor 
James Ferrera briefly spoke 
with the CDAC about 
Green Communities and 
Community One Stop for 
Growth funding. Ferrera 

mentioned there will be a 
weatherization project being 
done soon at the Shepard 
M u n i c i p a l  B u i l d i n g . 
Contractors will be in the 
building and will have to 
have access to the offices. 

Furthermore, the Senior 
Center will be getting a 
new HVAC unit installed 
at the end of March. The 
town is also looking into 
Community Development 
Block Grant project funding 
for the doors and loading 
dock floor. 

Ferrera mentioned there 
will also be radon testing 

taking place. 
Fo r  O n e  S t o p  f o r 

Growth, the Town is also 
receiving engineering ser-
vices for Pulaski Street and 
ideas for the project are 
being shared by Weston 
& Sampson, the company 
currently working on plans 
for the Wrights Mill Master 
Recovery Plan. 

“There are a lot of proj-
ects going on,” Ferrera said 
as the CDAC reviews the 
Master Plan chapters and 
hopefully identifies future, 
possible projects. 

CDAC from page 5

ORIENTAL,  N .C .  – 
Robert L. Goodwin, age 94, 
of Oriental and Berkeley 
Springs, West Virginia, and 
a retired electronics engineer, 
died Jan. 31, 2025, from vas-
cular disease in Grantsboro, 
North Carolina. 

He had formerly lived 
in Syosset, Long Island, 
New York and in Rockville, 
Maryland before moving to 
Oriental, North Carolina in 
2000. 

Born on June 22, 1930, 
he was the son of the late, 
George H., Sr. and Amelia F. 
(Fanny) Goodwin, and was a 
native of Ware. 

M r .  G o o d w i n  w a s 
Valedictorian of the Ware 
High School Clas of 1947. 
During the Korean War, he 
served in the U.S. Navy as 
an Electronics Technician. In 
1958, he earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree cum laude 
in Electrical Engineering 
from the Universi ty of 
Massachusetts at Amherst; 
he also did graduate stud-
ies at what later became the 
Polytechnic University of 
NY. 

Mr. Goodwin spent his 
entire professional career in 
military-electronics research 
and development. 

He worked at  sever-
al industrial organizations 
in New York and Maryland 
from 1958 to 1972. Then, 
until 1990, he was a Senior 
Staff Consultant at the US 
Naval Research Laboratory 
(NRL), the Navy’s corpo-
rate research center in the 

Washington, D.C. area. He 
originated, secured funding 
for, and directed a number 
of projects in broadband 
microwave receivers, pre-
cision direction-finding, as 
well as several novel pattern 
recognition programs for 
radar-signal identification. In 
this latter field, he held four 
classified/U.S. Government 
patents, as well as one civil 
U.S. patent. 

Mr. Goodwin received 
the Navy Superior Civilian 
Service award from the Chief 
of Naval Research in 1982 
for his work in pulsed-radar 
signal identification. While 
at NRL, he wrote over 25 
classified reports, served on 
both U.S. and internation-
al working groups in signal 
processing, and received four 
Allen R. Berman Research 
Publication Awards. 

Retiring from govern-
ment service in 1990, Mr. 
Goodwin then formed Rho-
Gamma Associated, Inc., 
consulting to government 
agencies on military-elec-
tronics problems. He ended 
this work in 1995. Later, he 
returned to military-electron-
ics consulting activities from 
2001 to 2004. 

In 1998, his prior work 
in radar-signal identification 
was honored at the NRL 75th 
Jubilee Celebration, having 
been named as one of the 
“NRL’s seventy-five most 
innovative programs” since 
the Laboratory’s founding in 
1923. He was a member of 
several honorary fraternities: 

Phi Kappa Phi, Sigma Xi 
and Tau Beta Pi (respective-
ly) scholastic, research, and 
engineering. Mr. Goodwin 
was also a Life Senior 
Member of the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers. 

Mr. Goodwin was prede-
ceased by his wife, Virginia 
Ann Jenks-Goodwin of 
Oriental, North Carolina, 
whom he married in 2000. 
His first wife, the former, 
Dorothy May Sargend of 
Harford Connecticut, died in 
1996. His sister, Alba Mae 
Goodwin-White, formerly of 
Watertown, died in 1988. 

Mr. Goodwin is survived 
by a daughter, Carol Marie 
Mancini  of  Harrisburg, 
North Carol ina;  a  son, 
James Edward Goodwin of 
Middletown, Maryland; his 
brother, George Hamilton 
Goodwin, Jr. of Topsham 
and Waterford, Maine; and 
two nieces, Susan Goodwin 
and Nancy Goodwin-Brown. 
He is also survived by three 
sons of Mrs. Jenks-Goodwin 
from an earlier marriage, 
Char les  W.  Snader  o f 
Chesapeake, Virginia, Glen 
F. of Pollocksville, North 
Carolina, and James A. of 
Kinston, North Carolina. 

Online condolences may 
be made to www.danielssad-
lerfunerals.com

A r r a n g e m e n t s  p r o -
vided by Daniels-Sadler 
Funeral Home & Crematory, 
Alliance, North Carolina.

Robert L. Goodwin, 94
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes 
guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more Donald Roy (860) 
874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors, 
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive 
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at 
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS

 “We can always work something out.”
 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and 
static exercise. Fully certified in personal 
training and nutrition and insured in the 
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send 
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200. 
Quality work. References available. Dave 
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
BW ROOFING

Insured, 10 years experience.
Free estimates. 

413-727-9846.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Executive Director for 
Community Survival Center

in Indian Orchard
Resume and references to

survivalcenterio@gmail.com
Need experience in Management, 
Public Outreach, and Social Media
Four-day work week; 5 weeks vacation; 5 
days sick/personal time; holidays
$60,000 salary

LOCAL TREE SERVICE looking for 
climber and ground person. 
Must have driver’s license in good standing. 
Call 413-507-1949.

Worthington Police 
Department

Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time 
Police Officer. 
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years 
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess 
a valid driver’s license. They should also 
have a high school diploma/GED, license 
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts 
Municipal Police Training Committee and 
be POST certified.  

This is a benefited position with a salary 
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be highly 
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or 
near Worthington.  
This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief. 

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant

 contact information to:
Worthington Police Department

 P.O. Box 247
 Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us

Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed 
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

FRIDAY AT NOON
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NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news 
or community features for The 
Ware River News, please email 
warerivernews@turley.com.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
TOWN OF WARE

FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT
13 NORTH STREET

he Town of Ware invites sealed 
Bids for the Façade Improvement 
Project at 13 North Street. The 
Façade Improvement Project in-
cludes the furnishing of all labor, 
equipment and materials required 
to complete the installation of 
vinyl siding, replacement of ex-
terior stairs to the 2nd floor, and 
replacement of 2nd floor door 
and windows.    

This project is being admin-
istered by the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission (PVPC) 
and funded by the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities (EOHLC), 
FY21 Ware Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Program. 

Contract documents including 
detailed specifications will be 
available electronically begin-
ning March 5, 2025 from 9:00 
AM through the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission. Electron-
ic copies may be obtained by con-
tacting Sue Ortiz at sortiz@pvpc.
org or 413-781-6045. 

All bids for this project are 
subject to the provisions and 
minimum wage rates required by 
M.G.L. c.30, §39M as amended, 
and M.G.L. c.149, §§26 to 27H, 
inclusive. All applicable Federal 
minimum wage rates and appli-
cable Federal labor standards 
shall also apply pursuant to the 
Davis-Bacon Act. When both 
State and Federal wage rates are 
applicable, the higher rate must 
be paid.  

The Awarding Authority en-
courages, to the extent feasible, 
the use of minority-, women- and 
disadvantaged-owned business-
es for work under this contract 
and likewise encourages, to the 
greatest extent possible, that all 
bidders take affirmative steps to 
ensure training and employment 
for lower-income project area 
residents and award of subcon-
tracts to HUD-defined Section 3 
businesses. Bidders on the work 
shall make a good faith effort to 
achieve the goals of the Federal 
Minority and Women’s Business 
Enterprise (MBE/WBE) policy 
regarding utilization of MBEs 
and WBEs in order to be deemed 
a responsible bidder. 

Bid security in the form of a bid 
bond, certified or cashier’s check, 
payable to the Town of Ware, is 
required in a dollar amount of not 
less than five percent (5%) of the 
total bid amount. A performance 
bond and labor and materials 
bond for 50% of the total contract 
price, issued by a satisfactory 
surety company shall be required 
by the successful bidder.

The Town of Ware reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids, to 
accept proposals deemed to be 
in the best interest of the Town, 
and to waive any informalities or 
irregularities in the bids received. 
Bids may not be withdrawn with-
in 30 days of the bid opening.

The Town of Ware, through its 
Selectboard, reserves the right 
to waive any informality in the 
bidding or to reject any and all 
bids in total or in part as may be 
deemed to serve the best interest 
of the Town.

The Town of Ware will not be 
responsible for any costs incurred 
by a bidder in preparing and sub-
mitting a bid in response to this 
IFB.

The Town of Ware Selectboard 
is the Awarding and Contracting 
Authority.

Bids may be changed or with-
drawn prior to the bid opening, 
but not within the sixty (60) days 
subsequent to the bid opening, 
by submission of such a change 
in writing in a sealed envelope, 
identifying the submitting par-
ty and indicating that it contains 
a correction of the bid for the 
Façade Improvement Project at 
13 North Street, Ware.

The submission and review of 
bids must comply with 2 CFR 

Part 200, MGL Chapter 30, Sec-
tion 39M, Massachusetts Ex-
ecutive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities/Commu-
nity Development Fund Program 
(EOHLC/CDF) policies and oth-
er laws and regulations of the 
Commonwealth. Acceptance of 
any bid is subject to the contin-
ued availability of funds through 
the EOHLC/CDF grant awarded 
to the Town of Ware.

Questions regarding this pro-
curement directed to Erica John-
son at PVPC, at ejohnson@pvpc.
org. 

Hard copy bids for the 
Façade Improvement Project at 
13 North Street for the Town of 
Ware, Massachusetts, must be 
received by the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, 60 Con-
gress Street, 1st Floor, Spring-
field, MA 01104 by 2:00 p.m. 
prevailing time, on Monday, 
March 24th, 2025.
03/06/2025

TOWN OF WARE
Public Hearing

 Monday, March 17, 2025 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Ware Town Hall
126 Main St., Ware MA

FY 2025 Town of Ware CDBG 
Application

The Town of Ware Communi-
ty Development Authority, with 
Pioneer Valley Planning Com-
mission, will conduct a Public 
Hearing on March 17 at 6:30pm 
at Ware Town Hall, 126 Main St., 
Ware. 

The public is encouraged to 
attend this meeting to discuss the 
FY25 application to the Massa-
chusetts Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
for up to $850,000 in available 
Community Development Block 
Grant Funds. All people with 
questions or comments regarding 
the grant application will have an 
opportunity to be heard. Those 
unable to attend can send writ-
ten comments to the Community 
Development Authority, Plan-
ning Dept., Ware Town Hall, 126 
Main St., Ware MA 01082, Attn: 
Paralee Smith. 

The town is seeking input on 
community needs and projects 
which would benefit from grant 
funding. Construction of the Cot-
tage Street Improvements project 
is currently being reviewed. The 
CDBG application will also in-
clude a request for funding up 
to five social services programs 
including, but not limited to, 
adult basic education and GED 
preparation, domestic violence 
prevention, elder services, and 
community health.

The Ware Town Hall is hand-
icapped accessible. Persons who 
require special accommodation 
for either public meeting should 
contact the town at least one 
week prior to the hearing date 
at (413) 967-9648, ext. 118. For 
further information contact Erica 
Johnson at PVPC at (413) 781-
6045 or ejohnson@pvpc.org, or 
Para Smith, Director of Planning 
& Community Development 
at (413) 967-9648, ext. 118 or 
psmith@townofware.com  
03/06/2025

TOWN OF HARDWICK
REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS 
43 Barre Road, Hardwick MA

The Town of Hardwick is 
requesting proposals for the 
acquisition, renovation and re-
development of a town-owned 
historic building located at 43 
Barre Road. Please visit the 
Town of Hardwick website for 
the full request for proposals.
03/06/2025

TOWN OF HARDWICK
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Under the provisions of the 
General Laws of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 166, and any additions 
or amendments thereto; please 
be advised that at their meeting 
on Monday, March 10, 2025, at 

6:30 p.m., the Hardwick Select 
Board will consider a request to 
give permission to Massachu-
setts Electric Company d/b/a 
National Grid and Verizon New 
England, Inc, to locate poles, 
wires, and fixtures, including the 
necessary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures, along and across the 
following public way:

Hardwick Pond Road- Nation-
al Grid to install 1 SO pole be-
ginning at a point approximately 
200 feet northeast of the center-
line of the intersection of Ware 
Greenwich Road. National Grid 
proposes to install pole #1-50, 
Hardwick MA. 

Taylor Hill Road- National 
Grid to relocate 2 JO poles be-
ginning at a point approximately 
465 feet west of the centerline 
of the intersection of Taylor Hill 
Road and Delargy Road and con-
tinuing approximately 13 feet 
in the north direction. National 
Grid proposes to relocate poll 11 
twenty feet west and pole 7 forty 
feet west, Hardwick MA. 
02/27, 03/06/2025

Public Notice of 
Federal Funding: 

Historic Preservation Fund
Paul Bruhn Historic 

Revitalization Grants Program
WITHIN THE TOWNS OF 

BLANDFORD, GOSHEN, and 
MONSON 

(HAMPDEN COUNTY, 
MASSACHUSETTS);

HADLEY, SOUTHAMPTON, 
AND WARE 

(HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, 
MASSACHUSETTS);

AND HARDWICK 
(WORCESTER COUNTY, 

MASSACHUSETTS)
December 31, 2024

To: All interested Agencies, 
Groups and Individuals

This is to give notice that 
the Pioneer Valley Regional 
Ventures Center has provided 
$650,000 in sub-grants through 
a competitive selection process 
for eligible historic preservation 
projects (Grantees) in the Hamp-
den County Towns of Blandford, 
Goshen and Monson; the Hamp-
shire County Towns of Hadley, 
Southampton, and Ware; and 
the Worcester County town of 
Hardwick. The Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission will man-
age the program. These projects 
are being supported in part by 
a grant award by the National 
Park Service, Department of the 
Interior, through the Historic 
Preservation Fund Paul Bruhn 
Historic Revitalization Grants 
Program. For more information, 
visit go.nps.gov/grants. All prop-
erties are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and 
work will meet the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards and 

Guidelines for Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation. All ac-
tivities undertaken on the prop-
erties during the grant period, 
regardless of funding source, 
are considered part of the Fed-
eral undertaking for Section 106 
purposes. The Grantees shall 
comply with all applicable fed-
eral, state, and local procurement 
laws and requirements for the 
use of sub-grant funds to com-
plete the projects. In accordance 
with 2CFR200.318 and MGL c. 
149A, the Grantees will conduct 
a formal procurement process 
to select a qualified contractor, 
or contractors, to complete the 
pre-approved scope of work.

The following entities and 
properties have received fund-
ing: Blandford Historical Soci-
ety, 4 North Street, Blandford, 
$70,000 for roof replacement; 
Town of Goshen, 42 Main Street, 
Goshen, $89,000 for masonry 
repair, repairs to the main entry 
stairs, gutter installation, and 
kitchen ADA compliance; Town 
of Monson, 198 Main Street, 
Monson, $100,000 for interi-
or plaster repair and painting in 
the grand hall; Workshop13, 13 
Church Street, Ware, $100,000 
for an interior lift to support 
ADA compliance to the second 
floor gallery; Porter-Phelps-Hun-
tington Foundation, 113 River 
Drive, Hadley, $100,000 for 
planning and stabilization of the 
Charles Porter Phelps House ell; 
Town of Southampton, 8 East 
Street, Southampton, $96,000 
for exterior masonry repointing 
and restoration of the historic 
main entrance steps; and Town 
of Hardwick, 32 Common Street, 
Hardwick, $95,000 for repairs to 
the roof, exterior masonry, win-
dows and bell tower, and exteri-
or painting. Funding is intended 
to support the preservation of 
National Register-listed histor-
ic community anchor buildings 
and serve as a catalyst for com-
mercial and social activity and 
greater investment to benefit lo-
cal economies. Any individual, 
group, or agency may submit 
written comments on the pro-
posed activity or request further 
information by contacting Shan-
non Walsh, Historic Preservation 
Planner for the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, 413-657-
5052, email swalsh@pvpc.org. 
03/06/2025

Notice of Sale of 
Motor Vehicle

 under G.L. c. 255., 
Section 39A 

Notice is hereby given by 
REGIN’S REPAIR 19 CHURCH 
ST GILBERTVILLE,  MA 
01031. Pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, 
that on 3/10/2025 at 10:00AM 

at: Regin’s Repair 19 Church St 
Gilbertville, MA 01031 by pri-
vate sale, the following Motor 
Vehicle will be sold to satisfy the 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicle. 
Vehicle description: 
2006 Honda Accord
Registration#/State: 4HLF12/MA
VIN: 1HGCM56116A042504
Name and address of owner:
Branden Vega
755 Worthington St.
Springfield, MA 01105

 By: James M. Regin
Dated: 2/12/2025

02/20, 02/27, 03/06/2025

The Town of Warren
Senior Center Roof 

Replacement Project
2252 Main Street 

West Warren
The Town of Warren is seeking 

sealed bids for its Senior Center 
Asphalt Shingle Roof Replace-
ment Project which will be re-
ceived at the Office of the Town 
Administrator, Attn: Jim Ferrera, 
48 High Street, P.O. Box 609, 
Warren, MA, 01083-0609, until 
the time specified below at which 
the bids will be publicly opened 
and read.

Specifications and bid forms 
may be obtained at the Office of 
the Town Administrator, 48 High 
Street, second floor, Warren, MA 
01083, Monday through Thurs-
day between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. or by emailing Jim Ferrera, 
Town Administrator at townad-
ministrator@warren-ma.gov.

All Work must be completed 
by no later than Friday, May 30, 
2025.

Bids will be due / opened in 
the Office of the Town Admin-
istrator on March 25, 2025, at 
2:00p.m. Each Bid must be ac-
companied by a bid security con-
sisting of a BID BOND, CASH,

or CERTIFIED CHECK issued 

by a responsible bank or trust 
company in the amount of 5% of 
the bid price.

A performance bond in an 
amount equal to 100 percent of 
the total amount of the contract 
price with a surety company qual-
ified to do business in the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts will 
be required for the faithful perfor-
mance of the contract, as well as 
a labor and materials bond in an 
amount equal to 100 percent of 
the total contract price.

All bids for this project are sub-
ject to applicable public bidding 
laws of Massachusetts, includ-
ing, but not limited to G.L. c.149, 
§§44A-44H, as amended.

Attention is directed to the 
minimum wage rates to be paid as 
determined by the Commissioner 
of Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment and the weekly payroll 
record submittal requirements un-
der the provisions of Massachu-
setts General Laws, Chapter 149, 
Section 26 through 27D inclusive.

Selection of the contractor will 
be based upon bidder qualifica-
tions, including evidence of past 
performance in similar projects, 
and bid price. The contract will be 
awarded to the bidder deemed by 
the awarding authority to be the 
lowest responsible and eligible 
bidder.

The bidder agrees that its bid 
shall be good and may not be 
withdrawn for a period of 30 
days, Saturdays, Sundays and le-
gal holidays excluded, after the 
opening of the bids.

The Town reserves the right to 
waive any informalities, to accept 
or reject, in whole or in part, any 
or all bids, or take whatever other 
action may be deemed to be in the 
best interest of the Town.

The Town of Warren
James J. Ferrera, 

Town Administrator
02/27, 03/06/2025

public notices

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

is offering our local businesses
an opportunity to advertise at a reduced rate!

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 3 column x 6"

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the April 3rd issue 
of The Journal Register & The Ware River News.

Ad deadline: March 19, 2025
Quarter page ad with story (4.75"x8") $275

Half page ad with story (9.75"x8") $460
Full page ad with story (9.75"x15.75") $650

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
& WARE RIVER NEWS

Tuesday  & Wednesday 11-6,  Thursday & Friday 11-7,  Saturday 9-4

JIM’S FORMALWEAR SUPPLIER

BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER

NAT FALK
64 Main Street, Ware • 967-6721

BIG & TALLS

Customer Service The Way It Should Be 

for 88 Years

All at Prices Below What You’ll 

Pay in a Department Store

FORMALWEAR SALES & RENTALS

YOUR DESTINATION FOR WEDDING, PROM

OR ANY FORMAL OCCASION.

Top Brand Clothing from head to toe

VAN HEUSEN SHIRTS TO FLORSHEIM SHOES

YOUR CARHARTT WORKMAN 

HEADQUARTERS AT 

EVERYDAY GREAT PRICES!

KNOWLEDGABLE SALES HELP  

 ALTERATIONS AT FREE OR LITTLE COST

Nat Falk has been in 

business for more than 

88 years, offering the best 

in men’s clothing along 

with personalized service 

at competitive prices.  

The business was 

started on Main Street 

by Nat Falk in 1936, with 

Joe Lask becoming the 

owner in 1977, and his 

son, Charlie, buying 

the business in 1989. 

Since then, Charlie has 

continued the hallmark 

of the store, offering free 

alterations (with some exceptions) in 

the store with prices at or below its 

competition for the same service.  

Nat Falk offers customer service 

that is second to none while still 

offering prices that cater to working 

people. “In today’s market of 

competitors inflating their prices and 

then running the same sales week 

after week, Nat Falk offers everyday 

great values. We don’t play the pricing 

games,” Charlie said. “We offer 

the best in personalized service at 

workingman’s prices.”

Nat Falk carries name brands 

such as Carhartt, Levi’s, Haggar, 

Florsheim, Izod, Van Heusen, Arrow 

and Carolina, just to name a few. 

They carry big and tall sizes and are a 

proud Boy Scout supplier. Nat Falk is 

the place to go for formal wear with a 

full selection of sales and rentals for 

that all-important day.

Come in today and enjoy the best in 

service at unbeatable prices. It is what 

Nat Falk has been about since 1936.  

Charlie Lask is the owner of Nat Falk, which has been in 

business on Main Street for more than 87 years. 

Nat Falk offers best men’s 
clothing for 88 years
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

VOTED #1 APPLIANCE STORE 
IN WORCESTER COUNTY 
4 YEARS IN A ROW!!! 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!!!

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

GILBERTVILLE/HARDWICK MULTI FAMILY $249,000
Looking for an investment property? 
This is a great opportunity with lots of 
possibilities if you are ready to bring your 
skills to make this 2 family shine again. 
Sold in strictly as-is condition this home 
will be a great owner occupied or rental 
property. Each unit has kitchen and living 
room on the first floor and 2 bedrooms on the 2nd floor. Unit # 33 
has a bath with a shower stall on the 1st floor.

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

I m p e c c a b l e 
B R A N D  N E W 
C O N S T R U C T I O N ! 
This charming Ranch 
home offers single-lev-
el living with 3 beds, 2 baths, central air, and a delight-
ful open floor plan. Upgraded kitchen with granite 
countertops, a center island, and new appliances. 
Enchanting wood flooring in the main living area, first-
floor laundry hook-ups, and a cozy composite deck for 
relaxation. Luxurious primary bedroom with an en-suite 
bath. The partially finished walkout basement provides 
ample living space for an additional bedroom or a 
family room. Town water/sewer, completion set for 
mid-June. Do not let this gem slip away - schedule your 
viewing today and step into your new charming abode!

I n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s 
exceptional brand new 
construction, which 
boasts three bedrooms 
and two full baths, with 
a custom kitchen that 
features a 6-foot island, brand new stainless applianc-
es, and quartz countertops. Notable features include 
a generous living room, a formal dining room, a com-
posite deck overlooking the backyard, second-floor 
laundry, and a large main bedroom with dual closets. 
Additional features include central air, a 2-car garage, 
ample storage, town water, and sewer. This house is 
ready for immediate occupancy, and we can facilitate 
a swift closing process.

NEW LISTING $449,900
119 East Rd., Warren MA

OPEN HOUSE: SAT. 11- 12:30
$469,900

129 East Rd., Warren, MA

Portugal & Its Islands!
September 12-26, 2025

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

$2399
/each

NAPA Full
Synthetic
Motor Oil
5 qt. OW20, 5W30, 5W20,10W30

$499
/each

$2499
/each

NAPA Full
Synthetic
High Mileage
5 qt. 
10W30, 5W30, 5W20

SAVE 
UP TO
40%

SAVE 
UP TO
43%1 qt. OW20, 5W30, 

5W20,10W30

$529
/each

10W30, 5W30, 
5W20

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Ready to make
        your move?

Spring into action
and give me a call

or check out my website
www.lisacaron.com

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

NOW 
OPEN!

HANNA’S ON MAIN
Restaurant • Bar • Catering

91 Main Street Ware, MA 01082
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 

Lunch and Dinner
SUNDAY 

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

413-277-0009

Live
Entertainment

Every
Friday Night

PALMER – The Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce, 
the non-profit organization 
that promotes business and 
development within surround-
ing communities of Hampden, 
Hampshire, and Worcester 
counties, has announced its 
Handbag & Hand Tool Bingo 
Night fundraiser.  

The event will take place 
on Friday, March 21 at 

AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers. The Chamber will 
produce 10 exciting bingo 
rounds, each with a grand 
prize featuring one of seven 
designer handbags or one of 
three premium tools up for 
grabs.

Tickets can be purchased 
on QHMA.com. The regis-
tration fee is $40 per person 
and includes 10 bingo cards, 

bingo dauber, delicious snack 
platters, bonus raffle ticket 
and a cash bar.

P r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e 
bingo event will benefit the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce and its on-going 
mission to assist its more 
than two-hundred member 
businesses succeed and grow 
with programs and initiatives 
throughout the year.

QHMA invites public to Bingo Night fundraiser
WARE – Now through 

May 31, 2025, veterans of 
the U.S. armed services can 
enjoy a homemade lunch 
for free at the Ware Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Road.

This meals are provided 
by the generosity of former 
Ware Selectboard mem-
ber John Morrin, the Ware 
Veteran Fund and the Ware 

Veterans Carnival. 
For veterans to take 

advantage of this offer they 
must call the Ware Senior 
Center 413-967-9645 by 
noon the business day 
before they wish to come 
for lunch and place their 
name on the list. Meals 
are served daily, Monday 
through Friday from 11:30 

a.m.-noon.
Menus and more infor-

mation are available on the 
Council on Aging page of 
townofware.com or by stop-
ping by the Ware Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Road, 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Veterans eat lunch free at Ware Senior Center


