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Trombone 
ensemble 
concert 
benefitted 
S.O.N.G., Inc.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WA R E  –  T r i n i t y 
Episcopal Church contin-
ued its Music at Trinity 
ministry this past Sunday, 
featuring a free concert by 
The Jazz Bones, a trom-
bone ensemble based in 
western Massachusetts.

“This music ministry at 
Trinity was started a year 
or two ago by a former 
minister,” Jane Sterndale 
said at the start of the con-
cert. 

The church members 
have since continued the 
ministry, hosting a number 
of concerts with a free-will 
offering benefiting differ-
ent local charities. This 
program is funded in part 
by a grant from the Ware 
Cultural Council, a local 

agency, which is support-
ed by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

At this concert, the free-
will offering went to aid 
the mission of S.O.N.G., 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The  Ware 
B u s i n e s s  &  C i v i c 
Association and Beyond 
hosted its monthly meeting 
at the newly opened restau-
rant, Hanna’s on Main, last 
Wednesday morning.

At the start of the meet-
ing, state Reps. Donnie 
Berthiaume and Todd Smola 
joined restaurant owners 
Dennis and Gail Craig, chef/
owner Kim Craig and chef 
John Steinhilber for a rib-
bon-cutting celebrating the 
opening of the restaurant. 

WBCA and Beyond 

President Dan Flynn intro-
duced the various town 
administrators present to 
have them each give an 
update about their respec-
tive towns.

“We have so much hap-
pening in our towns,” Flynn 
said. “It’s about regional 
impact.”

F i r s t  to  speak  was 
Warren Town Administrator 
J a m e s  F e r r e r a ,  w h o 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e  o p e n -
ing of a new restaurant in 
West Warren, as well as 
an upcoming public meet-
ing about the Wrights Mill 
Recovery Master Plan. 

Baystate CEO talks strategic 
planning at WBCA meeting

at Trinityat Trinity
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer 
rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Planning 
Board held a public hear-
ing on Feb. 20 regarding 
the proposed zoning dis-
trict, “Health Care Services” 
amendment. 

The site of Mary Lane 
Hospital on 85 South St. is 
being discussed for consid-
eration of being zoned as a 
health care zoning district. 
Not only the Mary Lane 
Hospital site, but also various 
adjacent parcels. 

Attending the meeting 
was Baystate Health attor-
ney Ryan Barry, who sever-
al days prior to the Feb. 20 
meeting, submitted a letter 
to the Planning Board stating 
that Baystate Health oppos-
es the proposal and that it is 
an “invalid exercise” to sin-
gle out one property to only 
strictly be zoned as one use. 

Planning Board Secretary 
Elizabeth Hitchcock read 
the letter aloud and then the 
board would let Barry com-
ment during the public hear-
ing. Barry mentioned early 
in the public hearing that he 
is having difficulty under-
standing the purpose of this 
zoning change and what the 
change is trying to accom-
plish. 

Barry strongly believes 
that this proposal for a zon-
ing change to strictly being 
for health care service lim-
its the potential owner of the 
property to exploring other 
possible economic develop-
ment and other beneficial 
uses. Barry also believes 
that Baystate Health doesn’t 
see a developer wanting to 
develop a health care facil-
ity off South Street since 
it is predominantly set in a 
residential area and not off 
any major roadways such as 
Main Street or West Street. 

Barry thinks the pur-
pose of this zoning 
change would elim-
inate a good por-
tion of development 
opportunities. Barry 
also brought up that 
Baystate Health is 
not only looking 
at the Mary Lane 

Hospital site, but other areas 
in Ware for healthcare ser-
vices. 

Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital shared that the 
intent of rezoning the prop-
erty is to increase the health-
care services in the zone, 
considering that Cedarbrook 
Village is next door to the 
Mary Lane site and over the 
course of a century, it has 
always been a heath care 
zone. 

Barry feels the 100-year-
old Gilbert will is not a prop-
er exercise to determine the 
outcome of the zoning of the 
property, from a legal stand-
point. According to Barry is 
the will restricts healthcare 

PB held hearing on 
health care zoning

Selectmen 
appoint 
Baker to 
Housing 
Authority

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
of Selectmen met on Feb. 
20 and heard from Travis 
Baker of the Cable Advisory 
Committee. 

The first agenda item was 
a discussion and an antici-
pated vote to appoint Baker 
to the Housing Authority 
Board until the next annu-
al town election, which 
will take place on May 6. 
Baker attended the meeting 
and shared his motivations 
behind wanting to join the 
Housing Authority Board. 

Baker mentioned that the 
town’s Housing Authority 
could use some help as they 
are dropping in membership. 

The Selectmen voted 
and  app roved  Bake r ’s 
appointment to the Housing 
Authority until the upcoming 
annual town election.

Snow and ice deficit
The Board of Selectmen 

had a discussion to authorize 
Highway Surveyor Jeremy 
Olson to deficit spend in the 
snow and ice account for fis-
cal year 2025. Olson spoke 
with the Selectmen and men-
tioned the winter was more 
intense this year with a lot of 
ice and snow. 

Olson also pointed out 
that the cost of operations is 
high, and it is necessary to 
approve the deficit spend-
ing towards the safety of the 
public. The board agreed 
the funds are needed to help 
clear the roads. 

“ I t ’ s  a  p r o t o c o l ,” 
Chairman Derick Veliz said. 

Olson also commented, 
“I try to keep this deficit as 
small as possible.” 

There has been a lot of 
roadwork done considering 
the busy winter, especially 
the last three weeks straight. 
The board voted to authorize 
Olson to deficit spend in the 
snow and ice account. 

Lease options for 
copiers/printers 

The board heard from 
Town Administrator James 
Ferrera about lease end 
options with New England 
Business Machines for town 
copiers and printers. The 
lease with the company is 
set to expire in April and 
Ferrera wanted to remind the 
Selectmen that as part of the 
lease the company has been 
servicing and maintaining 
copiers and printers. 

Ferrera said the town still 
must do its due diligence to 
find and get some quotes 
from other potential services 

“The townspeople desire 
to have that zoned as
healthcare.” 

– Richard Starodoj

Music Music 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Selectboard 
heard reports from the 
heads of the Department of 
Public Works and the Parks 
Department at its Feb. 18 
meeting. 

Department of Public 
Works

Department of Public 
Works Director Dennis 
Morton said the department 
has had a busy winter deal-
ing with winter storms. He 
said the town has very little 
road salt remaining, which 
has been mixed with sand to 

make it last longer.
“We did receive three 

trailer loads today, there’s 
still 14 on order, so 560 
tons we’re waiting for,” 
Morton said. 

Morton said the depart-
ment has been working to 
patch potholes, trim trees 
and provide maintenance 
on department vehicles. He 
said he is still trying to fill 
a vacancy for an equipment 
operator/driver. 

Morton said he is meet-
ing with an engineering 
firm to discuss the update of 
the pavement management 
plan. 

Department heads 
give quarterly reports

Teens and adults enjoy faux stained-glass workshop at library
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The reading 
room in the Ware Library 
was packed with guests cre-
ating their own faux stained-
glass frames. 

This workshop was for 
ages 13 and up and over 20 
guests showed up to expe-
rience a workshop that the 
library offered for the very 
first time. The instructor for 
the workshop was Regina 
Diemand, who started at 

the Ware Library back in 
September.

Periodically, Diemand 
was conversing with her fel-
low library comrades about 
wanting to provide more pro-
grams on a recurring basis. 
These programs would be for 
adults and teenagers.  

Chi ldren’s  Librar ian 
Cathy Goulet and Diemand 
found an interesting art proj-
ect online known as faux 
stained-glass. This style of 
art imitates the appearance of 
traditional stained-glass win-
dows, typically using mate-

rials like acrylic paint, glue, 
and other readily available 
craft supplies to create a sim-
ilar look. 

The crafting tool being 
used for this faux stained-
glass workshop were perma-
nent markers. Both Goulet 
and Diemand were excited 
about picking this craft and 
decided to make it the first 
of many adult and teen work-
shops. 

“This is a good first 
craft to do,” Diemand said. Heidi, center, alongside her two daughters, Brooke (right) 

and Eve, made beautiful faux stained-glass frames this 
past week at the Ware Library. 

Baystate Health President 
and CEO Peter Banko was 
the featured speaker at 
the Ware Business & Civic 
Association and Beyond’s 
monthly meeting held at 
Hanna’s on Main in Ware.

“I try to keep this 
deficit as small 
as possible.”

– Jeremy Olson

The Jazz Bones is a trombone ensemble featuring members from across western 
Massachusetts and Connecticut.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
The trombone ensemble was backed by a strong 
rhythm section, including piano, bass and drums. 
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The Ware River News will gladly correct 
factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To request a correction, send 
information to pouimette@turley.com, or call 
967-3505. Corrections may also be requested in 
writing at:  Ware River News, Attn: Editor, 80 
Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
In Honor of Kristen Murphy

DATE:

Thursday, March 13, 2025
TIME:

5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
LOCATION:

Ware JSHS Cafeteria
COST:

$15 per person/take out available

PLEASE CALL #413-967-5977
TO PRE-ORDER TAKE OUT

ALL TAKE OUT ORDERS MUST BE 

PRE-ORDERED BY MARCH 12, 2025
VENMO IS AVAILABLE AT:

@Jeannine-Bonnayer-1
ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT KRISTEN’S FAMILY

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

 

 

 

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their 
names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

Each week the Ware 
River News digs 

into its submitted 
photo archives and 

selects a people 
photo to publish. We 

need your help to 
help identify those 

pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

1989 showed newly 
elected state Rep. Steve 

Brewer during a visit 
to Warren Elementary 

School to present 
a “Start Thinking 

Positive” program at 
the school. He is shown 

with students Robert 
Andrejczyk, Cathy Dyjak 

and Danielle Brodeur. 

RU T L A N D  –  H e a r t 
of New England Council, 
Scouting America, is pleased 
to announce the appointment 
of Jason Pigg as the new 
Scout Executive and Chief 
Executive Officer, effective 
March 1.

Pigg is a lifelong Scout 
and Scouter, an Eagle Scout, 
and the proud father of two 
Eagle Scouts. With deep 
family connections to the 
Scouting movement, Pigg 
is passionate about the pos-
itive impact that Scouting 
can have on the youth in our 
communities.

Pigg’s 19-year Scouting 
career began as summer 
camp staff and has includ-
ed roles such as Camp 
Ranger, Properties Director, 
and Camping Director. 
Most recently, he served as 
Chief Financial Officer and 
Director of Support Services 
at the Pathway to Adventure 
Council in Chicago, Illinois. 
During his tenure there, his 

leadership contributed to sig-
nificant membership growth, 
innovative community part-
nerships, and successful capi-
tal fundraising initiatives.

Heart of New England 
Council looks forward to 
Pigg applying his exten-

sive experience and pas-
sion for Scouting to sup-
po r t  and  enhance  t he 
Scouting programs in central 
Massachusetts.

Please join us in wel-
c o m i n g  P i g g  a n d  h i s 
wife, Lindsey, to central 
Massachusetts.

About Heart  of  New 
England Council

Heart of New England 
Council is a 501(c)(3) orga-
nization that serves about 
4,000 boys and girls in more 
than 60 communities in cen-
tral Massachusetts. It pro-
vides the nation’s foremost 
program that teaches young 
people character, leadership, 
and citizenship through fun 
and exciting adventures for 
the entire family. 

The council fosters a cul-
ture of diversity and inclu-
sion that makes it enriching 
to participate, volunteer and 
work in the Scouting pro-
gram. Visit www.hnescout-
ing.org for more information.  

Submitted Photo
Jason Pigg has been named 
the new Scout Executive 
and CEO of the Heart of 
New England Counci l , 
Scouting America.

Heart of New England Council 
welcomes new Scout Executive/CEO

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, March 3

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 9  a .m. -3  p .m.  Foo t 

Nurse Allison Williams. 
Call 413-967-9645 for 
appointment. 

•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch

Tuesday, March 4
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. 
$3 per class

•	 9  a .m. -3  p .m.  Foo t 
Nurse Allison Williams. 
Call 413-967-9645 for 
appointment.

•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Lunch 

Birthday Party
•	 Entertainment provided 

by the Friends of Ware 
Senior Inc.

•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, March 5
•	 9 a.m. Tai-Chi
•	 9  a .m. -3  p .m.  Foo t 

Nurse Allison Williams. 
Call 413-967-9645 for 
appointment.

•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga
•	 1 p.m. Knit-Crochet-

Laugh

Thursday, March 6
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club. 

Meet at Senior Center.
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 

for Beginners
•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, March 7
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga

•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 
at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES 
DINE IN 11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless 
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, March 3
H o t  D o g s  w i t h 

Sauerkraut, Baked Beans, 
Dessert of the Day

Tuesday, March 4
Birthday Party
BBQ Pork Loin, Oven 

Roasted Potatoes with 
Mushroom Gravy, Veggie of 
the Day, Dessert of the Day, 
Entertainment provided by 
the Friends of Ware Seniors 
Inc.

Wednesday, March 5
A s h  W e d n e s d a y , 

Macaroni  and Cheese, 
Stewed Tomatoes, Salad, 
Dessert of the Day

Thursday, March 6
Baked Lasagna, Chef 

Salad, Dessert of the Day
Friday, March 7

Tuna Melt, Potato Chips, 
Clam Chowder, Dessert of 
the Day 

Ware Senior Center news

Recently,  five eighth 
graders from the Quabbin 
Regional School District 
towns were selected as 
ambassadors for Project 351, 
a nonprofit organization ded-
icated to community service 
and empowerment. 

This honor allows them 
to play a vital role in unit-
ing their communities and 
spreading hope throughout 
the year. The ambassadors 
will engage in various ser-
vice projects, addressing 
local needs and supporting 
those facing economic hard-
ships. 

In Massachusetts, over 
one in three children aged 12 
and younger live in low-in-
come or homeless situations, 

highlighting the urgent need 
for support. The ambas-
sadors will lead the Spring 
Service campaign, the first of 
three statewide efforts coor-
dinated by Project 351 for 
this year. 

This campaign aims to 
support Cradles to Crayons, 
a nonprofit that has provid-
ed essential items to more 
than 3.4 million children 
since 2002. From March 
31 to April 11, the ambas-
sadors will set up donation 
bins at community locations, 
including Quabbin Regional 
Middle and High School, 
where a friendly competi-
tion will engage students in 
donating. 

O t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

s i t e s  i nc lude  Oakham 
Center School, Hannaford 
Supe rmarke t  i n  Nor th 
Brookfield, and Wholesome 
Farmers Market in Barre. 

This initiative not only 
addresses immediate needs 
but also instills values of 
social responsibility and 
kindness in young people. 
By rallying their peers and 
local businesses, the ambas-
sadors embody the idea that 
every small effort can lead to 
significant change. 

Together, they aim to 
ensure that every child has 
access to the resources they 
need to thrive and realize 
their full potential.

Project 351 ambassadors list 
service sites for donation drive
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/27/25-3/5/252/27/25-3/5/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

MAHI MAHI FILETS ......................

$239
lb

lb88¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. BEST YET

COOKED SHRIMP
31/40 COUNT 1 LB BAG ................... $667

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

$529
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAK ..........................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$199
lb

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE RABBITS .............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ...............................

$199
lb

$219

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ....................

$497
lb

lb

USDA INSP. KAYEM SKINLESS
HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX ..................$888

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PIG FEET ..........................

$888
lb

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY BREAST ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS
$777

lb

   CORNED BEEF 
AND CABBAGE 

DINNER
Sunday, March 9th 2025

Sponsored by the
SONS of AMVETS Squadron 74
2150 Main Street, Three Rivers

CURB-SIDE PICK-UP ONLY

Serving 12 Noon to 3 p.m. 
“ While Supply Lasts ”

  Price: $18.00

DRIVE-IN  ➤  PLACE  ORDER
➤  PAY  ➤  PICK-UP  

PROGRAM MEETING
Wednesday, March 12, 7 p.m.

Work days 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

COME ON SATURDAYS
AND DRIVE A TRAIN!

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Library hosted 
vacation week 
bath bomb 
workshop 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – It was school 
vacation week as the Ware 
Library offered a bath bomb 
making workshop this past 
Thursday. 

Chi ld ren’s  L ibra r ian 
Cathy Goulet provided the 
tools and the instructions for 
all the guests who wanted to 

make their own bath bombs. 
These bath bombs dissolve 
in water and release scents, 
colors, and glitter. 

The l ibrary provided 
enough ingredients for each 
participant to make three 
bath bombs. 

The ingredients feature 
baking soda, cornstarch, cit-
ric acid, Epsom salt, water, 
olive oil, and soap food col-
oring. All the amounts of 
each agreement were already 
measured and ready to go. 

The bath bomb work-
shop had a great turnout with 
every table in the children’s 
room filled up. Goulet read 
the instructions out loud and 
had printed sheets listing all 

the steps for bath bombs. The 
first step is to carefully pour 
the citric acid and cornstarch 
mixture into the baking soda. 

The mixing tool was a popsi-
cle stick. 

“Pour and squish” was 
part of the process and said 

often during the bath bomb 
workshop. Adding Epsom 
salt and pouring a small 
amount of water to an empty 
cup that had citric acid and 
cornstarch on it were the next 
steps. 

The important step was 
adding a few drops of the wet 
ingredients at a time to the 
dry ingredients. According to 
the steps, you only need 1 
to 1.5 teaspoons of the wet 
ingredients. Too much added 
could cause a rection with 
the baking soda and the bath 
bomb will not work. 

Guests are to mix with a 
popsicle stick until the bath 
bomb resembles wet sand. 
Next is to fill the cupcake 

liners with the bath bomb 
mixture. Kids and adults 
were pushing down gently 
so the bath bomb is packed 
tightly. 

Each guest should have 
enough bath bomb to fill 
three cupcake liners. After 
letting the bath bomb to dry 
for 24 hours at home, the 
bath bomb is ready to unmo-
ld and be used. 

The bath bombs appeared 
to look like colorful cupcakes 
and many kids and adults 
were pleased with the out-
come of their project. For 
more fun activities at the 
library visit warelibrary.org 
or call the library at 413-967-
5491. 

FunFun  and fizzand fizz

Vincenzo, left, Tim and Skylar enjoyed some family time during the bath bomb making 
workshop at the Ware Library.

Kids got busy making their own bath bombs, with each participant making and taking 
three bath bombs home. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
They may look like cupcakes, but these are bath bombs 
placed in cupcake liners for guests to take home after-
wards. 

before making a concrete 
decision to renegotiate the 
lease. The board has time 
to make a decision and look 
over quotes from potential 
copier and printer vendors. 

Ferrera said the current 
machines the town has now 
have been operating well and 
have a decent lifespan. As 
part of their lease, the town 
has a service contract for 
services such as repairs and 
toner. 

Selectmen’s budget FY 26
T h e  b o a r d  l o o k e d 

over some items for their 
Selectmen’s budget for fiscal 
year 2026. Ferrera said the 
town is working on getting 
some final numbers for lia-
bility insurance and workers 
comp. Ferrera is in contact 
with other agencies that may 
have quotes that are afford-

able for the town. 
“The town could poten-

tially save some money,” 
Ferrera said. “We’re investi-
gating all these avenues.”

Ferrera thinks the budget 
this year for the town will be 
tight as the Selectmen vote to 
table their discussion about 
the Selectmen’s budget until 
their next meeting. 

Town Administrator 
Report

Ferrera shared his report 
with the Selectmen, starting 
with his attendance at the 
most recent Ware Business 
& Civic Association and 
Beyond meeting. Baystate 
Health CEO Peter Banko 
spoke at the meeting and dis-
cussed the current conditions 
of Baystate Health. Ferrera 
said he got the chance to ask 
the CEO questions regarding 
the healthcare needs of res-
idents in rural communities 

such as Warren. 
“There has to be some sort 

of attention given,” Ferrera 
said he stated at the meeting. 
“There is a need for these 
residents in rural communi-
ties.” 

Budget meetings have 
been happening all week, 
according to  the Town 
Administrator, and all the 
departments are nearly com-
pleted with those meetings. 
The Finance Committee will 
be having a meeting for the 
review of all the budgets. 

Fe r re ra  a l so  wanted 
to share with the Board of 
Selectmen that the next pub-
lic meeting for the Wrights 
Mill Master Recovery Plan 
will be taking place at the 
Warren Senior Center.

WARREN from page1

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices
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lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
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Ware, MA 01082
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pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

It has been a few years since we 
tapped our maple trees and boiled 
down the sap.  
My husband and I agreed that with 

the upcoming forecast of cold nights 
and warm days it was time to get out 
our supplies and give it another go 
‘round. 

Our backyard syruping days go 
back to the dating phase of our rela-
tionship. Enjoying homesteading 
activities together made me certain 
that he was a “keeper.” 

I’m pulling this column straight 
from the archives and rereading it to 
be sure we get off to a good start.  

Maybe you too will give sugaring 
a try!

Although the sap from most native 
species of maple can be used to make 
syrup, sugar maple sap is most desir-
able because it has a high sugar con-
tent. Sugar maples also bud out later 
than other species, a good feature 
considering sap from trees that have 
begun to break bud will produce syrup 
with an off-taste.  

The trees you tap should be at least 
10-12 inches in diameter at 4.5 feet 
off the ground. One tap is sufficient 
for healthy maples that size, three for 
those over 25” in diameter and two for 
those that fall in between.  

Tapholes are usually made 3-4 feet 

from the ground for ease of main-
tenance. You’ll want to drill slightly 
upward 2.5-3 inches into healthy sap-
wood (not dark heartwood).  

S p a c e  t a p s 
evenly around the 
tree. The metal 
spout or spile is 
inserted into the 
taphole and set in 
place with a gentle 
tap.  

For small scale 
production, clean water or milk jugs 
with work great to collect the sap- 
simply cut a small hole to accommo-
date the spout. Over the years we have 
upgraded to plastic spiles that attach 
to tubing inserted into a hole in a five 
gallon food-safe plastic container. 

Whatever containers you use, be 
sure to make sure they are covered to 
prevent rain and debris from getting 
inside.  

When the weather is perfect, i.e. 
warm days and below freezing nights, 
sap will flow. On really good days 
I remember dumping the gallon jug 
mid-afternoon to make room for 
more!  

With our new set-up we usually 
collect 3-4 gallons per tree on a good 
day.When my kids were little they 
would graph just how much each tree 

produced!
Don’t let too many days go by 

before you begin to boil down your 
sap, though, or it will spoil. 

For our evap-
orator we rigged 
up a commercial 
stainless steel pan 
that fits over a 
stone outdoor bar-
becue that came 
with the property. 
It has worked out 

quite well for us.  
Whatever you decide to use, be 

wary of boiling indoors – I have heard 
horror stories of the sticky steam 
doing a great job of lifting kitchen 
wallpaper!  

As I recall, my urban sister-in-law 
once boiled sap down on a gas camp 
stove out on her deck. We weren’t 
talking hundreds of gallons here, but 
just enough to show my nephew how 
it’s done!  

I kept notes from the last time we 
tapped our trees. Once we had collect-
ed 21 gallons of sap to boil down. My 
husband started with about 15 gallons 
of sap in the pan and as the water 
evaporated he added more – there is 
a careful balance between scorch-
ing and adding too much, not easi-
ly explained unless you’ve had the 

experience and monitored the candy 
thermometer.  

Finish your syrup by no lon-
ger adding sap and waiting until the 
syrup is 7.1 degrees higher than boil-
ing water. Then, syrup can be filtered 
and stored in sterile containers at 185 
degrees or higher for proper seal.

Forty-three gallons of sap are need-
ed to make 1 gallon of syrup. It takes 
about 7 hours of boiling to get that 
precious gallon if you use a rectangu-
lar pan 2 foot wide by 1 foot deep. 

Let these statistics be your guide 
so that you won’t get in over your 
head the first time you try it. Nothing 
is worse than having sap go to waste 
because you are too darn tired to boil 
into the late hours of the night.  

Nothing is better, however, than 
the first bite of maple syrup drenched 
blueberry pancakes the following 
morning!  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Letters to 
the Editor

Backyard sugaring a fond memory to revisit

Wreaths Across 
America to retire 
wreaths March 8

To our Ware community:

The Wreaths Across America 2024 
season is coming to an end.  

I want to personally thank every-
one involved this year, from our gen-
erous sponsors to all of our volun-
teers. We are going to retire (collect) 
the Wreaths Across America wreaths 
that we laid on our veterans’ graves 
on Saturday, March 8 beginning at 10 
a.m., at Aspen Grove.  

If you are willing to help, it may 
be beneficial to bring a broom, rake, 
or hockey stick to carry them. We 
will then move to our other cemeter-
ies until the mission is complete.  

Thanks again, 

Frank and Kristin Bateman
Ware

Snow bunting

I received an email from an 
Oakham resident who said he and a 
friend on Feb. 12 startled a flock of 
about eight snow buntings as they 
drove along Adams Road in New 
Braintree. 

He said, “The buntings are seen 
here every winter.” 

On Feb. 18, I drove over Adams 
Road and saw the same flock of snow 

buntings. Their white bellies 
will visible as they flew up 
from the side of the road.

The snow bunting is 
seven inches long with a 
plumpish body. In winter, 
snow buntings are streaked 
with buff and black. The 
ear patch and the back is 
streaked with buff as well 
as the flanks and breast. The 
belly is white and the bill 

yellow-orange. The male’s crown is 
black and the female’s buff.

The male in summer is a strik-
ing white and black. The head and 
breast are white and the back, tail and 
bill are black. The female in sum-
mer plumage is a more subdued ver-
sion of the male with her head a gray 
color.

Snow buntings summer on the 
tundra and rocky shores, their breed-
ing grounds. The female lays three 
to nine creamy blue or gray eggs 
in a nest of moss, grasses and earth 
placed on rocky ground. Their song 
is a musical warble and calls include 
“tew” and soft, buzzy notes.

In winter, they inhabit open fields, 
roadsides and beaches in the southern 
Canada and the United States.

Brown creeper
Last week, I saw a brown creeper 

moving up a tree near one of my bird 
feeders and suet cakes. When they get 
near the top of the tree, they fly down 
to the base and climb up the tree in a 
different spot on the tree. 

Birds and more at my feeder
Sunday during the storm, I spotted 

an opossum under my feeder digging 
in the snow for seeds. At this point, it 
switched to rain and the opossum had 
wet fur. Besides the opossum, I had 
squirrels and the usual black-capped 
chickadees, white-breasted nuthatch-
es, tufted titmice, downy woodpeck-
ers, dark eyed juncos, bluejays and 
mourning doves. 

Bald eagle
An Oakham resident saw a bald 

eagle land on the ice on Lake Dean. 
Late last month, fishing derby partici-
pants saw an eagle at Lake Dean.

Loon facts
The Loon Preservation Committee 

newsletter mentioned facts about the 
first migration and acquiring breed-
ing territory. Each fall, juvenile loons 
undertake their first migration to their 
wintering grounds. The article said, 

“First, they have to manage the ener-
getic costs of migration—sadly, not 
all survive the trip from their lakes 
to their wintering grounds. Those 
that make it to the ocean encounter a 
new and unfamiliar world, filled with 
prey species that they have no expe-
rience catching and predator species 
like sharks and seals that they have 
no experience evading. Without their 
parents to show them the ropes, they 
have to quickly learn where to forage 
and how to evade these new preda-
tors. And carry-over effects resulting 
from the environmental conditions 
they experienced on their lakes during 
development can also influence their 
survival – those juvenile loons that 
were raised on lower quality terri-
tories may start off in worse shape 
than others, which can reduce their 
chance of survival. All of these fac-
tors combine to mean that there is a 
53% chance that a loon will survive 
from hatch to adulthood (age three).”

People may report a bird sighting 
or bird related experience by call-
ing me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Mass Wildlife reminds 
people now through early 
March is coyote mating sea-
son. 

Coyotes are very active 
during the winter while 
courting mates and defend-
ing their territory. Coyotes 
are in every city and town 
in mainland Massachusetts, 
meaning the opportunity for 
human-coyote interaction is 
high. 

The mere presence of a 

coyote is not a cause for con-
cern. MassWildlife officials 
are reminding the public to 
take these three simple steps 
to prevent conflict with coy-
otes during the mating sea-
son: 

Protect pets
Pets should always be 

directly supervised on a leash 
when outdoors, especial-
ly during the coyote mating 
season. Coyotes can’t differ-

entiate between their natural 
prey and small pets, so they 
will view unprotected out-
door cats and small dogs as a 
potential food source.   

Coyotes can’t distinguish 
a dog from an intruding coy-
ote, causing the coyote to 
be more aggressive toward 
medium and large sized 
dogs as they will view them 
as potential competition for 
mates and territory.  

Do not supervise a pet 

from a distance on porch or 
at the backdoor. Most coyote 
attacks involve dogs that are 
unsupervised or being super-
vised from a distance in a 
backyard.  

Remove human-associated 
food sources 

As opportunistic omni-
vores, coyotes will utilize 
naturally available food, like 
small mammals and birds 
and human-associated foods, 

like bird seed, garbage, com-
post, pet food left outdoors 
and backyard chickens. 

C o y o t e s  t h a t  f i n d 
human-assoc ia ted  food 
sources will spend more time 
in yards and neighborhoods 
It’s essential for neighbors to 
work together to secure or 
remove all human-associated 
food sources in a community.  

MassWildlife give advise on dealing with coyotes

Please see COYOTES, 
page 5
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Coyotes that  become 
dependent on human-associ-
ated food sources can start to 
exhibit bold behavior toward 
people. Never intentionally 
feed coyotes. 

Haze coyotes
While coyotes are natural-

ly wary of people, this fear 
can lessen over time when 
they spend a lot of time 
around people or when they 
are fed, intentionally or unin-
tentionally, by people. 

When you see a coyote 
in your yard, you should 
aggressively haze it. Hazing 
is a safe technique used to 
deter an animal from an area 
or to change its behavior. The 
intent of hazing is to frighten, 
not injure, the animal. 

You can haze a coyote by 
creating loud noises by yell-
ing or using a small air horn, 
waving a jacket overhead to 
look bigger, spraying a hose 
or throwing small objects in 
the coyote’s direction, and 
physically chasing and driv-
ing the coyote off. Haze the 
animal until it has fully left 
the area. 

Hazing will not be effec-
tive if it’s done from inside 
a building, from behind a 
screen door, or from a car. 
Hazing is most effective 
when it’s done repeatedly, 
when a variety of techniques 
are used and when many peo-
ple participate. 

Nega t ive  encoun te r s 
with coyotes are rare and 
human-coyote attacks are 
exceptionally rare. 

If people encounter a 
coyote that is exhibiting 
concerning behavior like 
approaching leashed pets, 
closely following people, or 
not running off when effec-
tively hazed they should 
contact your local Animal 
Control Officer or local 
MassWildlife office for assis-
tance. If there is an imme-
diate threat to public safety, 
they should call local law 
enforcement.   

COYOTES from page 4

BA R R E  –   T h e s e 
members of the Quabbin 
Regional  High School 
Class of 2025 received 
John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarships.  

The John and Abigail 
Adams Scholarship  is 
awarded to high school 
seniors based on their high 
academic  achievement 
on their Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment 
System exams. This is a 
four-year scholarship to a 
participating Massachusetts 
public institution of high-
er education, including the 
four undergraduate campus-
es of the UMass system, all 
nine state universities and 
all 15 community colleges.

Submitted photo
Quabbin Regional High School Class of 2025 John and Abigail Adams Scholarship recip-
ients are first row, from left, Hannah Shepard, Irene Stolgitis, Jahzara Tweedell and 
Alisyn Bruso; second row from left, Ava Conlee, Samantha Carlson, Summer Young, 
Kaylee Shaw, Sadie Sheldon, Sydney Slattery, Isabella Smith, Adam Fauhla, Vincent 
Marinelli, Eamon Arnold and Alexandra Pease and third row from left,  Principal 
Purnima DeMorais, Alexander Bedard, Richard Tucker, Matthew Erickson, Benjamin 
Metcalf, Kevin Boles, Quin Geary, Christiana Dunn, Ellie Frost, Samuel Guertin, Ethan 
Salvadore, Jack Fors and Assistant Principal Jason Gilmartin. Missing from photo were  
Isabel Coviello, Rachel Harrington, Nathen Pride, Julia Smith and Jaxon Warburton.

Quabbin Regional High School announces 
John and Abigail Scholarship recipients

Dear Rusty: 

Please help, I served from 
1964 to 1966 in the U.S. 
Army. 

I have been trying to con-
tact Social Security in order 
to request extra benefits for 
veterans. The telephone is a 
recording and you never get 
to speak to anyone. The web 
site at www.ssa.gov is use-
less to me. I went to the SS 
office and there was a huge 
line outdoors in the freez-
ing cold. I am disabled and 
cannot stand on a line in this 
cold. Please advise me about 
my options. Financially, is it 
worth the trouble? 

Signed: Disabled 
American Veteran 

 
Dear Disabled Veteran: 
My profound thanks for 

your service to our country. 
FYI, the “special extra 

credit for military service” 
you refer to does not pro-
vide an incremental Social 
Security benefit amount for 
military veterans. Rather, it 
adds an additional amount to 
your recording earnings for 
the years you served, which 
may or may not affect your 
Social Security benefit. FYI, 
I’ve written numerous arti-
cles on this topic, one of 
which you can read at this 
link: www.socialsecurityre-
port.org/ask-rusty-older-vet-
eran-asks-about-special-so-
cial-security-credit-for-mili-
tary-service/. 

In your case, serving 
between 1964 and 1966, if 
you told Social Security of 
your military service when 
you applied for benefits or 
gave them a copy of your 
DD-214, they would have 
added up to $1,200 per year 

to your recorded military 
pay record (FYI, those who 
served after 1967 were auto-
matically given earnings cred-
it for their military service 
years). 

However, whether those 
special extra credits would 
a ffec t  your  SS benefi t 
depends on what your life-
time earnings record was 
when you later claimed SS. 
When you applied for bene-
fits, Social Security reviewed 
your lifetime earnings record 
and used the highest earn-
ing 35 years of earnings over 
your lifetime (adjusted for 
inflation) to calculate your 
“Primary Insurance Amount” 
or “PIA,” which is what you 
get if you claim benefits to 
start at your SS full retirement 
age. 

If, after your military ser-
vice, you had 35 or more 
years of earnings which were 
higher than what you earned 
while serving, Social Security 
would have used those later 
higher earnings to calculate 
your benefit, and your mili-
tary earnings wouldn’t affect 
your benefit. If, however, 
any of your military earnings 
including the “special extra 
credits” were among the high-
est over your lifetime, then 
those higher military earnings 
would be included when cal-
culating your benefit.  

Can I get extra Social Security 
for my military service? 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Please see SSI, page 12

WARE – A spaghetti 
supper in honor of Kristen 
Murphy will be held on 
Thursday, March 13 from 
5-7 p.m. in the Ware 
Junior/Senior High School 
cafeteria. 

The cost is $15 per per-
son and take-out is avail-

able. Take-out orders must 
be pre-ordered by March 
12 by calling 413-967-
5977.

All proceeds benefit 
Kristen’s family. Venmo 
is available @Jeannine-
Bonnayer-1. 

Spaghetti supper benefits 
family of Kristen Murphy WARE – Beaver Lake 

Club Corporation of Ware 
announces its annual Louis 
H. Healy Scholarship of up 
to $1,000.  

This scholarship will 
be presented to deserving 
high school seniors or cur-
rent college students who 
are residents of the Town 
of Ware or who are a mem-
ber of the Beaver Lake Club 
Community.  

The scholarship is given 
in the memory of Louis 
Healy a long time and well- 
respected member of the 
Beaver Lake community and 
the town of Ware. Lou was 
an active leader and partici-

pant in both town and com-
munity matters and his fam-
ily and friends continue to 
celebrate his thoughts, ide-
als, and memory by award-
ing this yearly academic 
scholarship. 

The application deadline 
is April 14, and applications 
must be postmarked by that 
date. The selected recipient 
will be named and the schol-
arships will be awarded in 
early June.  

Applications and informa-
tion can be obtained by send-
ing an email to ctrietsch22@
gmail.com or by mailing a 
request to BLCC: P.O. Box 
253, Ware, MA 01082.

Beaver Lake Club Corp offers scholarship



Page 6, Ware River News, February 27, 2025

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Library hosts visit 
from mobile zoo 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Zoo animals 
arrived at the Ware Library 
as Wildlife on Wheels was 
featured this past week.

Wildlife on Wheels is an 
educational outreach pro-
gram that brings animal 
ambassadors to schools, day-
cares, hospitals, retirement 
centers, camps, birthday par-
ties, and other locations. This 
program is offered at the Zoo 
in Forest Park in Springfield 
and features information 
about the animals, includ-
ing their special adaptations, 
habitats, behaviors, diets and 
status in the wild.

The library had a great 
turnout with dozens of kids 
sitting inside the reading 
room to meet the animal 
ambassadors. Presenting 
the animals was Patrick 
Gal lagher,  Di rec tor  of 
Education at the Zoo in 
Forest Park & Education 
Center. Gallagher brought 
five animal ambassadors to 
the Wildlife on Wheels. 

The first ambassador was 

a Indonesian blue-tongue 
skink. Species of blue-
tongued skinks live through-
out Australia, New Guinea, 
and Indonesia. The next 
animal ambassador was a 
guinea pig. Gallagher would 
then walk around the reading 
room and let kids pet some 
of the animal ambassadors. 

While introducing the 
animals, Gallagher would 
answer some questions from 
the kids about some of the 
animals. When Gallagher 
introduced the Russian tor-
toise Natasha, the kids had 
many good questions to ask. 
One of them was about the 
difference between a turtle 
and a tortoise. The biggest 
difference Gallagher men-
tioned was tortoises prefer 
living on land or live on dry-
land and don’t swim. 

“If she were to go in the 
water, she’ll most likely 
sink,” Gallagher comment-
ed on what would happen 
if Natasha tried to go for a 
swim. 

The next animal ambas-
sadors were the smallest of 
the five who arrived at the 
Ware Library. These ani-
mal  ambassadors  were 
Madagascar hissing cock-
roaches. To show them bet-
ter, Gallagher had the cock-
roaches hang on to his shirt 

and he was able to get them 
to make their hissing noises 
inside the reading room. 

Madagascar hissing cock-
roaches play a vital role in 
the ecosystem as decompos-
ers. They break down decay-
ing plant and animal matter 
and return important nutri-
ents to the soil. When kids 
got to pet the cockroaches, 
they could only use one fin-
ger due to them being very 

small. Males are distinguish-
able from females due to the 
presence of horns near their 
head, which appear as two 
small bumps. 

The last animal ambassa-
dor Gallagher showed was 
Yzma the red-tailed boa 
constrictor. This species 
is found in South America 
and has a lifespan of 20-30 
years. Some of the questions 
the kids asked about Yzma 

were about what she likes 
to eat and how big her spe-
cies of snake can get. Red-
tailed boas prey on a variety 
of small and medium-sized 
mammals and birds. 

Several kids got to pet 
Yzma before Wildlife of 
Wheels was complete. For 
more information about this 
fun educational program, 
visit www.forestparkzoo.org. 

WildlifeWildlife  onon  WheelsWheels

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Several kids got to pet Yzma as Patrick Gallagher walked around holding her. 

The Ware Library host-
ed Wildlife on Wheels 
this past week. Patrick 
Gallagher from the Zoo in 
Forest Park brought five 
animal ambassadors and 
is shown holding Natasha 
the Russian Tortoise.

Patrick Gallagher presented 
Yzma, the red-tailed boa, 
who was very brave and 
liked to move around.

Patrick Gallagher explained the natural traits of the 
Russian tortoise, Natasha, who is a dryland animal. 

Patrick Gallagher took questions from children during 
Wildlife on Wheels while holding Yzma, the red-tailed 
boa. 

Patrick Gallagher showed a guinea pig to the children 
during Wildlife on Wheels. 

The Quaboag Historical 
S o c i e t y  i s  p r o u d  t o 
announce its annual schol-
arship program, designed to 
support high school seniors 

with a passion for history 
and a commitment to pre-
serving the past. 

This $1,000 scholarship 
aims to assist students plan-
ning to pursue higher educa-
tion in any historical related 
field.  

T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s 
only offered to a stu-
dent who resides in one 
of the Quaboag Plantation 
towns of Brookfield, East 

Brookfield, New Braintree, 
North Brookfield, Warren, 
or West Brookfield.  

It is offered to a current 
high school senior plan-
ning to enroll in a college 
or university for the upcom-
ing academic year who will 
pursue a degree in one of 
the following fields: educa-
tion, history, museum stud-
ies, anthropology, women’s 
studies, American studies, 

or archaeology.  Students 
wishing to study closely 
related fields are encour-
aged to apply.  

The application deadline 
is May 2.  For applications 
or more information, please 
contact Jeff Robbins by 
emailing jeffrobbins@char-
ter.net or calling 508-579-
4786.

Quaboag Historical Society seeks scholarship applicant

WARE – Weir River Jazz 
will present “Speak Easy and 
Carry a Big Band,” a cele-
bration for Mardi Gras, in 
the Grand Hall of Workshop 
13, 13 Church St. on Sunday, 
March 2 at 2 p.m.

Come join the band to 
hear the great sounds of a 
traditional Big Band playing 
N’Orleans Jazz and Blues in 

a speakeasy setting. Adult 
beverages and soft drinks 
as well as popcorn will be 
available for purchase. 

This program is open 
to the public and there is 
no charge for admission. 
Donations to Workshop13 
are appreciated to help them 
continue their support of the 
arts.

Weir River Jazz to perform Mardi 
Gras celebration concert

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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In this month’s issue:
Upcoming Events and happenings in and
around the Quabbin Health District!

A heartfelt thank you to all who
donated to the blood drives

held in Belchertown on
February 24th, 2025, and Ware

on February 26, 2025! 
These drives provide needed 

blood tothose in our communities!
Please watch for the

announcement of a blood drive
in Pelham, MA for April 2025!

March 2025
Quabbin Health District

Public Health Nurse
Newsletter

Kirsten L Krieger RN, BSN, 
Public Health Nurse

Andrea Crete MPH, RS, 
Director of Public Health

Email:
kkrieger@towofware.com

Online:
www.quabbinhealthdistrict.com

Serving the towns of Belchertown,
Pelham, and Ware

126 Main Street, Suite D, Ware, MA 01082
For the full issue

please visit:

“People will like it, custom-
ize if they want to.”

Using permanent mark-
ers, the guest artists at the 
workshop colored on the 
glass of these small frames 
that  were provided by 
the library. According to 
Diemand, the texture of the 
glass will help “add the ele-
ment of illusion.”

Supplies for the faux 
s tained-glass  workshop 
include rulers, permanent 
markers, stencils, cotton 
swabs, frames and aluminum 
foil. 

The first step is to take 
the frame apart and remove 
the glass. Diemand used a 
sample on a poster board to 
describe the steps and the 
background design for the 
chosen symbol that will be 
in the center of the glass. 

Diemand said “the point 
is to have fun” during this 
workshop as guest got to 
look at stencils to trace their 
symbol that would be the 
center of their faux stained-
glass frame. There were 
multiple symbols such as 
animals, birds, flowers and 
many guests researched sym-
bols on their phones to put as 
their stained-glass symbol. 

When it came to the final 
step, the faux stained-glass 

artists would use the alu-
minum foil to help set the 
background. When complet-
ed many of the faux stained-
glass frames came out beau-
tifully as the foil brought out 
a shiny, silver background 
for the center symbols to 
stand out more in the frame. 

The guests had a lot 
of fun during this faux 
stained-glass workshop and 
took their projects home. 
Diemand said the library 
will provide this project 
again and maybe have faux 
stained-glass done on a big-
ger glass piece. 

For more information 
on workshops for teens and 
adults, contact the Ware 
Library by calling 413-967-
5491. Check out warelibrary.

org for any posted events for 
future workshops. 

GLASS from page 1

Heidi chose a flower to design on her faux stained-glass 
frame. 

The reading room 
was packed with 

guests learning to 
craft their own faux 

stained-glass with 
Regina Diemand. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

A faux stained-glass design 
of a tree made by the work-
shop instructor,  Regina 
Diemand. 

A cute little cat was traced 
on a glass frame as one of 
the early steps of design-
ing your own faux stained-
glass. 

The bird is the centerpiece of the faux stained-glass, 
but the lines in the background are added to apply the 
stained-glass illusion. Those lines were drawn in with 
permanent marker. 

Selectboard member John 
Desmond asked Morton if he 
was utilizing the GPS moni-
toring system in the DPW’s 
fleet of vehicles, to which 
he said no. Desmond made a 
motion to terminate the use 
of GPS monitoring in DPW 
vehicles, which was not sec-
onded.

Morton said the Sewer 
Department has been work-
ing on quarterly reports and 
monthly sampling. He said 
the screen project is on 
schedule and should be com-
pleted by the end of the sum-
mer.

“Rags still seem to be a 
major problem down there,” 
he said. 

Selectboard Vice-Chair 
Josh Kusnierz said flushable 
wipes are damaging to the 
sewer system and pumps, and 
pose a major safety hazard to 
the town’s sewer department 
personnel. 

“This is raising havoc on 
every community throughout 
the state,” Kusnierz said. 

The Selectboard discussed 
ways to prevent people put-
ting flushable wipes down 
toilets, from prohibiting the 
sale of these wipes in town, 
providing education to resi-
dents and issuing fines. 

Morton said the two wet 
wells at the wastewater treat-
ment plant have been cleaned 
out and the influent pump 
should be shipped by the end 
of this month. 

He said the department 
addressed water leaks on 
Church Street and Robbins 
Road. He said they have also 
repaired 12 curb stops to get 
them operational. 

Morton said there was a 
major breakdown of one of 
the cistern pumps, with the 

replacement pump expected 
to arrive in up to two weeks.

He said the department 
has also completed the 
replacement of 200 water 
meters, with about 175-200 
remaining. He said the new 
meters can be read through 
the radio frequency drive-by 
system.

“The first time we read it 
took us probably almost two 
weeks, now we’re down to 
about four days to read the 
entire town,” Morton said. 
“It’s definitely a positive.”

Morton said the hydrant 
replacement project has gone 
out to bid to replace approx-
imately 30 hydrants, depend-
ing on the cost of the bids 
received. He said the Church 
Street and Anderson Road 
tank cleaning project is also 
going out to bid. 

Parks Department 
Parks  Manager  John 

Piechota said the Parks 
Department will be shutting 
down use of Memorial Field 
following the end of the high 
school baseball season.

“It’s really become a prob-
lem since we lost the lights 
at Kubinski Field…the only 
two lighted facilities are 
Memorial Field and the main 
field at the high school,” 
Piechota said. “I don’t think 
we really knew the impact 
of it at the time when the 
light poles failed and fell at 
Kubinski Field.’

Piechota said Kubinski 
Field is also located with-
in the drinking water buffer 
zone. 

Piechota said there will be 
new seating installed around 
the new basketball court, as 
well as a memorial bench.

He said a contract was 
awarded to a vendor to install 
Americans with Disabilities 

Act accessibility improve-
ments including parking 
near the playground, access 
throughout the playground 
and a new playground appa-
ratus. An open-air wooden 
post and beam pavilion will 
also be constructed between 
the basketball court and play-
ground.

“It’s going to be a real 
show piece,” Piechota said. 

Piechota said the depart-
ment has been focusing on 
hazard tree removal through-
out the fall and winter.

“These were all dead trees. 
These were trees that were 
deemed to be hazardous. 
They could fall and potential-
ly hurt someone,” he said.

Piechota said the tree 
removal was done in-house, 
and a contractor came in to 
remove the wood. 

Piechota said the cost of 
replacing the bathrooms at 
Grenville Park is higher than 
expected.

He said a group of resi-
dents is trying to work with 
the town to make repairs 
to Beauregard Memorial 
Playground.

“They really wanted to 
try to find a way to see if we 
could salvage what’s there, to 
see if it’s beneficial to restore 
it,” he said. 

Piechota said some of the 
wood looks fine outwardly, 
but the inside could be rotted. 

“They’re way past their 
prime,” he said of the play-
ground structures. 

He said the town will need 
to pursue grants to replace 
the playground, in addition to 
replacement of the pool and 
installation of a splash pad. 

“We’re continuing to look 
for any way that we possibly 
can to find funding for it, or 
different options,” Piechota 
said.

REPORTS from page 1

WARE – The Annual 
Census for Ware residents 
will be received in mailbox-
es within the next week. 

Please take the time 
to review, make chang-
es or additions as needed, 
sign, date and return in the 
enclosed envelope provided. 
Forms may also be dropped 
off in the Blue Drop box 
outside the lower level 
offices of Town Hall. 

Please note – you cannot 
register to vote by filling 
out the census form, you 
cannot change your voter 
registration address on this 
census form either. Voter 
registration forms are avail-
able online at www.ma.gov 
under “Elections & Voting.” 

It is very important to 
complete and return your 

census in a timely manner 
so that we may compile 
the information required 
by law. Your help is greatly 
appreciated.

This year there is a sur-
vey included for the Charter 
Review Committee which 
is working on editing and 
making  minor  chang-
es to the current charter 
as allowed by law. Please 
complete the survey and 
enclose it with the census 
form. 

If you wish to do the sur-
vey electronically simply 
follow the directions. 

If you have questions, or 
if you failed to get a census, 
please do not hesitate to call 
Nancy Talbot, Town Clerk 
at 413-967-9648, extension 
103.

Residents reminded to look 
for annual census forms

NEWSBRIEFS

Polar Plunge to 
benefit Special 
Olympics moved 
to March 22

W A R E 
– The Ware 
Polar Plunge 
t o  b e n e f i t 
the Special 
O l y m p i c s 
will be held 
on Saturday, March 22 at West 
Beach – Beaver Lake.

This event was previously 
going to be held on March 8, 
but has been rescheduled due 
to the ice.

The gates will be open 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and there 
will be food, warm beverages, 
water, snacks and music pro-
vided. Check-in for the plunge 
is at 11 a.m. and the plunge 
will take place at noon. 

To register, scan the QR 
code or visit www.polar-
plungema.org. 
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We have summer enrollment options 
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers. 

Structured daily schedule to include 
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts. 

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play. 

www.packardmountain.com

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
June 30 - August 15

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.103

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

      Race Into Summer at

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Space is
limited

so don’t
wait!

   Camp MacDuffi e!

Week 1: June 30 - July 3 
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18 

Week 4: July 21 - 25
Week 5: July 28 - August 1

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 7: August11-15

• Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s
 • Creative Writing • Theater • Science • And More!

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Our
Toddler Room 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24
2025 Summer Riding Sessions
June 23-27 • July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 • August 18-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Camp MacDuffie is an 
exciting summer day camp 
for rising 1st to 8th graders. 

Participants spend the 
morning engaged in a pro-
gram area of their choosing, 
enjoy lunch by Sage Dining 
Services (included), and 
then stay active with various 
outdoor/indoor activities 
and field trips throughout 
the week. 

Their program leaders 
are passionate and experi-
enced, and they all look for-
ward to creating a fun and 
supportive environment for 
your child to thrive in this 
summer. 

Come along and join 
Camp MacDuffie this sum-
mer.

MacDuffie 
Hoops Basketball Camp

MacDuffie Hoops 
Summer Camp available 
with Coach Steiner.

Are you ready to take 
your game to the next level? 
This summer, join Coach 
Steiner and the MacDuffie 
coaching staff for an elite 
basketball experience at 
MacDuffie Hoops Summer 
Camp!

What to Expect:
• Skill development & 

fundamentals
• Game strategy & IQ 

training
• Conditioning & foot-

work drills
• Competitive games & 

scrimmages

• Hands-on coaching 
from Coach Steiner & Mac-
Duffie’s top coaches

This camp is for play-
ers who are serious about 
improving and want to 
sharpen their skills, build 
confidence, and grow their 
game.

The MacDuffie School 
is located in Granby, MA. 
Limited spots are available – 
Register today!

Don’t miss your chance 
to train with Coach Steiner! 
Sign up now and get ready 
to work hard, compete, and 
have fun!

#MacDuffieHoops 
#TrainWithCoachSteiner 

#SummerBasketball
#GetBetter

It’s in our DNA. Our 
founder, Juliette Gordon 
Low, was a famous lover of 
nature. Today, Girl Scouts 
honors her legacy by pro-
moting respect and love of 
the great outdoors far and 
wide.

Girl Scouts of Central 
and Western Massachusetts 
(GSCWM) summer camps 
offer a wide variety of pro-
grams for all different inter-
ests. 

Summer camp is a 
great way for girls to explore 
leadership, build skills, and 
develop a deep appreciation 
for nature. In a girl-led en-
vironment, all campers are 
able to challenge themselves 
and take healthy risks while 

surrounded by supportive 
friends and camp staff. No 
prior Girl Scout experience 
needed to attend Girl Scout 
camp! 

Camping has been 
a cornerstone of the Girl 
Scout experience for more 
than a century. While girls 
are swimming, hiking, and 
honing their skills on the 
archery range, they’re also 
achieving valuable life 
skills whether at Day Camp 
at Lewis Perkins in South 
Hadley or Overnight Camp 
at Bonnie Brae in Otis. 
Girl Scouts’ dedication to 
progression in outdoor pro-
gramming means campers 
practice age-appropriate 
skills and gain experience 

they need to feel confident 
taking the next step in their 
outdoor journey.

No matter which camp 
you choose or whether the 
stay is a few days, a week, 
or longer, your camper will 
have a ton of fun making new 
friends, trying new things, 
practicing new-found skills, 
and creating memories that 
will last a lifetime.   Finan-
cial assistance is available. 

Camp Lewis Perkins 
and Camp Bonnie Brae are 
American Camp Associa-
tion Accredited. More in-
formation and sign up here: 
https://www.gscwm.org/en/
members/for-girl-scouts/
camp-and-outdoors/sum-
mer-camp.html. 

MacDuffie offers fun summer camp Day and overnight camp for girls

SUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDE

WA R E  –  A r t Wo r k s 
Gal le ry  announces  the 
March 1 opening of “Infrared 
Obsessions,” an exhibition 
of infrared photography 
by Bruce Arnold of North 
Brookfield. 

This exhibition will be on 
display from March 1-31 at 
ArtWorks Gallery, located 
at 69 Main St, Ware, MA. It 
will open with a reception 
on Saturday, March 1 from 
1-4 p.m. Gallery hours are 
Saturdays and Sundays from 

1-4 p.m.
“Infrared Obsessions” 

presents the unique view of 
the everyday world when 
seen in the invisible infrared 
spectrum. This exhibition 
showcases the creative appli-
cations of infrared photogra-
phy, featuring landscapes and 
architectural scenes. 

The body of work in this 
exhibition represents the cul-
mination of years of Arnold’s 
exploration and experimen-
tation using digital infrared 

photography. The exhibition 
highlights how this unique 
photographic  technique 
is used in fine art, and the 
overall effect illustrates the 
expressive potential within 
this little-known but power-
ful artistic medium.

About ArtWorks Gallery 
and Workshop13

ArtWorks  Gal lery  i s 
Workshop13’s gallery on 
Main Street. This space fea-
tures numerous art exhibi-

tions each year and is also 
available to rent for individu-
al or group shows. 

Workshop13 Cultural 
Arts and Learning Center is 
a rural non-profit arts inno-
vator located in Ware and 
devoted to increasing the 
appreciation and accessibility 
of the arts, strengthening the 
creative life of our commu-
nity through instruction, col-
laborations, and arts-based 
initiatives.

‘Infrared Obsessions’ by Bruce Arnold opens March 1
“Chagnon” by Bruce Arnold. “Shore Road” by Bruce Arnold.

WARE – The Ware 
AMVETS Post 2577 will 
award the annual Michael 
H. Deslauriers Scholarship 
to a graduating senior 
residing in Ware regardless 
of the school district they 
attend.

Michael was a devoted 
musician sharing his talents 
with the town of Ware. He 
represented the town at the 
Quabbin Music Festival, 
Western District Festival 
and was a member of the 
Ware Community Band. 

A music graduate of 
Westfield State he contin-
ued to honor the veterans 

of the town by playing Taps 
at their burial ceremony 
and also at all patriotic and 
Memorial events.

To apply for this award 
of $1,000, you need only 
to send your application, 
school transcript and an 
essay stating your accom-
p l i shmen t s  and  wha t 
your future plans are. 
Applications are available 
at your guidance office and 
must be submitted by May 
1.

Please mail to: Ware 
AMVETS Post 2577, c/o 
Richard Rucki, 8 First Ave., 
Ware, MA 01082.

AMVETS Post  2577
announces Michael H. 
Deslauriers Scholarship

WARREN – Learn the 
history and health benefits 
of essential oils and heal-
ing botanicals at the Warren 
Senior Center on Saturday, 
March 1 at 2 p.m.

This free program is 
sponsored  by  Warren 
Public Library with a grant 

from the Warren Cultural 
Counc i l  and  the  MA 
Cultural Council. Craft and 
take home an aromatherapy 
dream pillow, bath salts and 
soap.

Space is limited, please 
register by calling 413-436-
7690

Aromatherapy 101 program 
to be held March 1
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WARE – Last Tuesday night, Ware 
High School basketball defeated Lee 66-30 
in the quarterfinals of the Western Mass. 
Class C Tournament. Jack Gaudreau had 18 
points to lead all scorers. Brady Guimond 
added 12 points and Justin Grout sank 11 
points in the win. In the semifinals held 
last Thursday evening, the Indians made 
the long journey to Drury High School. 
The Indians were defeated 56-44. With the 
split in the tournament, the Indians are 15-5 
going into the state playoffs. The Indians 
are scheduled for a Round of 32 matchup 
on Friday, Feb. 28 at 6 p.m.

Indians reach semifinals of tourneyIndians reach semifinals of tourney

Owen McKeever pushes a pass inside.

Brodie Koczur starts 
a play on offense 
for the Indians.

Jason Mumper drives toward the hoop.

Jack Gaudreau goes for the 
basket from the side.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Justin Grout flies for a shot.

Brady Guimond sends a pass along the perimeter.

LEE – Last Tuesday night, 
the 15-3 Pathfinder girls bas-
ketball team participated in 
its first Western Mass. Class 
D Tournament since the tour-
nament changed formats. The 
Pioneers, however, had their 
offense shut down in a tough 

matchup at Lee High School, 
losing 59-21 in the matchup. 
Greenly Lagimoniere was 
limited to just eight points in 
the game. The Pioneers then 
went to nonplayoff action for 
their final game before the 
state playoffs.

Pioneers would suffer 
another defeat, losing 53-25 
against Mahar Regional.

The Pioneers were sched-
uled to enter the state tourna-
ment and had a preliminary 
round matchup with Boston 
United earlier this week.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—
It’s very difficult to defeat 
the same team three times in 
one season. 

During the regular sea-
son, Amherst squeaked out a 
pair of 3-2 and 3-1 victories 
against Fay-Wright Division 
rival Taconic.   

The two hockey teams 
met for the third time in the 
Western Mass. Class B semi-
final match.

After falling behind 2-0 
at the end of the first period, 
the top-seeded Hurricanes 
battled back in the second 
and third periods to tie the 
score at 2-2. 

T h e  f o u r t h - s e e d -
ed Thunder, who are the 
defending Class B champi-
ons, ended the match with 
an overtime goal which gave 
them a 3-2 upset victory at 
the Olympia Ice Center 
in West Springfield, last 
Thursday night. 

“One of the hardest things 
to do in sports is beat the 
same team three times in a 
season,” said Amherst hock-

ey coach Michael Rousseau. 
“The two teams know each 
other very well.”

Prior to 2020, Amherst’s 
(11-6-1) season would’ve 
been over following a loss 
in the Western Mass. tour-
nament. Under the new 
MIAA playoff system, the 

Hurricanes will be one of 
the teams competing in the 
Division 3 state tournament, 
which starts this week.

“What we did this season 
is special. I would have been 
pleased with a .500 record,” 

Top-seeded Hurricanes upset 
in semifinals by Taconic

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Noah Latulippe, a Pathfinder member of Amherst hockey, 
works away from the wall.

Pioneers fall in tournament quarterfinals

Season on 
line in final 
game for 
Quabbin 
boys

BARRE – Last week, 
Quabbin Regional High 
School boys basketball 
was in nonplayoff action 
af ter  not  making the 
Central Mass. Tournament. 
The Panthers, which had 
a tough stretch of losses 
near the end of the regu-
lar season, needed a win 
to make the state tourna-
ment. The Panthers would 
lose their first nonplayoff 
game against Nashoba 
last Monday 86-60. The 
Panthers then had their 
postseason hopes on the 
line last Tuesday night 
against Groton-Dunstable. 
Highlights from that game 
will be in next week’s edi-
tion.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Zeke Santoro sends a 
pass toward midcourt.

Jaxon Warburton sends a 
pass toward the corner of 
the court.

Quinn Geary considers 
his next move.

BARRE – Two weeks 
ago, losses against Hudson 
and Littleton along with a 
Central Mass. Tournament 
defeat against Auburn left 
the Panthers with a sub-
.500 record. As a result, 
the Panthers will not make 

the state tournament after 
making it the past two sea-
sons. Quabbin closed out 
its season with a non-play-
off game with Nipmuc. 
Highlights of that matchup 
will be in next week’s edi-
tion.

Tough finish leaves Panthers 
out of state tournament

Mia Ducos heads down the 
court during recent action.

Abby Rogowski makes a 
rebound on offense.

Christiana Dunn holds 
the ball outside the arc.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Lianna Leger sends a pass 
away.

Please see HOCKEY, page 11
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J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Jack Gaudreau
Ware High School

In a quarterfinal win for Ware boys basket-
ball, Gaudreau led the team with 18 points.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory 
A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli

TOUGH FINISH FOR PANTHERS
Bella Smith drives toward the hoop.

Candlepin 
League 
News�

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – It is now 
week two of  the final 
round of the season for the 
Commercial Elks League. 

After week one, the Daft 
Kings, Team BK and Gutter 
Mouths began the round with 
a record of 3-1. Daft Kings 
and Gutter Mouths are the 
two teams who already qual-
ified for the championship 
roll off by winning a round. 
The Mailmen, Compression 
and Last in Line have a 
record of 1-3 to begin round 
three. 

In week two, Last in Line 
defeated the Mailmen in all 
three games and receive four 
points. The winners of round 
one, Gutter Mouths, bowled 
against Team BK in week 
two. 

In game one,  Gutter 
Mouths  defeated Team 
BK by a score of 403-
395. Stephen Manolakis of 
Gutter Mouths lead his team 
to a win with a 115. Mark 
Fitzpatrick of BK bowled a 
117 in a losing effort. 

In game two, i t  was 
another close match as 
Gutter Mouths won the sec-
ond game 372-368. In game 
three, Team BK came up 
with a big win by a score 
of 389-355. The substitute 
bowler for Team BK finished 
with a 122 to go with his 
scores of 118 and 113. 

With the 34-point victo-
ry in game three, Team BK 
manage to win total pinfall 
by a final score of 1152-
1130. Both Gutter Mouths 
and Team BK won two 
points and advanced their 
records to 5-3. 

Daft Kings, the winning 
team of round two, bowled 
against Compression. In 
game one, Compression 
defeated Daft Kings by 
a score of 391-376. David 
Bowman of Compression 
had a score of 105 to help his 
team take the first game. 

I n  g a m e  t w o , 
Compression defeated Daft 
Kings again by a score of 
379-352. Compression does 
not have a playoff berth 
and are trying to win the 
final round. In game three, 
Compression won for a 
three-game sweep over Daft 
Kings, 379-348. 

With a sweep and total 
pinfall, Compression win 
four big points to better their 
chances at making the cham-
pionship roll off at the end of 
the season. The final score 
was 1149-1076 in favor of 
Compression. 

BRIDGEPORT  — The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(26-19-2-3) walked 
a tightrope and 
escaped with 
a 3-2 shootout 
win over the 
B r i d g e p o r t 
Islanders (12-33-
3-3) on Sunday 
afternoon at Total Mortgage 
Arena.

From the game’s onset, 
T-Birds starting netmind-
er Vadim Zherenko was 
dialed in, as he fended off 
a ferocious first-period bar-
rage as the Isles launched 
15 shots at the Springfield 
net. Despite managing only 
five attempts at the oppo-
site end, the T-Birds kept 
the game even heading into 
the second.

For a second straight 
day, the T-Birds offense 
came to life in the back end 
of the middle frame, begin-
ning with Otto Stenberg 
cashing in for the game’s 
opening marker at 11:05. 
Hugh McGing gathered 
the puck behind the goal 
line and slipped it into the 
left circle for a pinching 
Anton Malmstrom. The 
Springfield defenseman’s 
shot glanced off Henrik 
Tikkanen before coming 
to rest in the crease for 
Stenberg, who tapped it 
into the yawning net to give 
Springfield the 1-0 lead. 

Both teams exchanged 
unsuccessful power plays 
d u r i n g  s e c o n d - p e r i -
od action, but a strange 
sequence of events at 
5-on-5 resulted in the 
next key moment in the 
game. It  began at  the 

17:27 mark when Matthew 
Peca one-timed a pass 

f r o m  M a c K e n z i e 
MacEachern from 

the right-wing 
c i r c l e .  T h e 

captain imme-
diately celebrated 
what he believed 

to be a goal, but 
referees deemed it hit the 
crossbar, and play con-
tinued. Just seconds later, 
Brian Pinho beat Zherenko 
on a breakaway at the oppo-
site end of the rink, and the 
Isles believed they had tied 
the game, 1-1.

After a replay review, 
the officials determined 
that Peca’s shot did, indeed, 
find the back of the net, 
and as a result, the Pinho 
goal was wiped away, and 
Springfield had the 2-0 lead 
heading into the third.

Despite what has been 
a difficult season, the last-
place Islanders refused to 
waver in the third. Eetu 
Liukas  fina l ly  so lved 
Zherenko with a perfectly 
placed wrist shot from the 
left side at 10:13 of the final 
period, setting the stage for 
a chaotic finish to regula-
tion in a 2-1 game.

After Springfield killed 
off one Islander power 
play, Tikkanen raced to the 
bench in the final minute, 
and with a cavalcade of 
bodies around the slot, Sam 
Bolduc found a home for 
a point wrist shot at 19:07, 
and the game was tied 
heading into overtime, 2-2.

The Islanders had most 
of the high-danger chanc-
es in the 3-on-3 period, but 
Zherenko locked back in 
and answered the bell on 
three Bridgeport attempts 
while getting a break as 
Bolduc rang a shot off the 
post. 

Peca got the T-Birds 
off on the right foot in the 
shootout, beating Tikkanen 
through the right armpit to 
give Springfield the edge. 
Zherenko took care of mat-
ters from there, stopping 
Matt Maggio and William 
Dufour before getting an 
assist from the post on 
Chris Terry’s attempt to 
push the shootout into a 
fourth round. The shootout 
triumph was Springfield’s 
first away from home since 
Dec. 31, 2022. 

Wi n n e r s  o f  t h r e e 
straight, the T-Birds con-
tinue their five-game road 
swing on Friday night when 
they visit the Hartford Wolf 
Pack for a 7:00 p.m. puck 
drop at the XL Center.

Thunderbirds get 
big win in shootout

STAFFORD SPRINGS, 
CT – Since beginning his 
racing career at Stafford 
Speedway in the Legend 
Cars division in 2014, 
Danbury, CT native Teddy 
Hodgdon has enjoyed more 
than just a small amount of 
success.   Hodgdon won 5 
races in the Legend Cars 
division before moving 
into the SK Light divi-
sion, where he won 6 races 
in 2 seasons along with 
the 2019 track champion-
ship.   Hodgdon began rac-
ing his family owned #55 
Montanari Fuel open mod-
ified car in 2022 and in 17 
starts at Stafford, Hodgdon 
has 8 top-5 and 10 top-10 
finishes.   But with finish-
es of 16th, 16th, and 24th in 
his 3 career NAPA Spring 
Sizzler® starts, he has yet 
to taste success in “The 
Greatest Race in the History 
of Spring.”

“It’s really just how 
things have played out for 
us,” said Hodgdon.   “The 
first year we raced the 
Sizzler® it was one of our 
first races with the open 
style car so you can chalk 
that up to beginner’s luck 
and then the last couple 
races have just been wrong 
place, wrong time for us 
with incidents or we had a 
bad pit stop.  The cards have 
definitely not fallen our 
way the last couple years 
so hopefully we can get that 
turned around this season.”

Hodgdon appeared to 
have his Sizzler® luck turn 
for the better in the 2024 
edition of the race by win-
ning his 40-lap NAPA Duel 
qualifying race that put him 
on pole position for the 
100-lap main event.  A mid-
race incident that collected 
Hodgdon relegated him to a 
24th  place effort after run-
ning in the top-10 for the 
first half of the race.

“It definitely stinks not 
having a good showing at 
the Sizzler®, especially last 
season when we won the 
Duel race,” said Hodgdon.    
“We thought we were going 
to have a good shot at win-
ning the race last season, 
but for whatever reason we 
can’t seem to capitalize on 
the big races at Stafford like 
we can with the races in the 
summer months.  We have a 
little different game plan on 
what we’re going to do this 
year and with the Sizzler® 
format changed from the 
last couple years, the race 
will be more like a standard 
show and we’re better at 
those.”

The 2025 edition of the 
NAPA Spring Sizzler® will 
see the race format go back 
to being a one-day event 
with qualifying heat races 
setting the starting grid.   
Hodgdon thinks going back 
to the one-day format will 
be a benefit for him and his 
team as well as other driv-
ers who will make up the 
starting field as well as the 
fact that he and his team 
skipped out on traveling to 
New Smyrna in Florida to 
concentrate on their north-
ern racing efforts.

“With the old race for-
mat, you had to focus on the 
Duel race one day and then 
the Sizzler® on the second 
day where this new format 
is just one day with standard 
heat races and then go fea-
ture racing,” said Hodgdon.   
“I think the newer for-
mat works a lot better for 
a lot of the drivers, myself 
included.   I think this year 
by not going to Speedweeks 
and focusing on the north-
ern part of our schedule, we 
won’t be rushing anything 
and we’ll be able to pinpoint 
some details in order for us 
to have success at the start 
of the season.”

Like much of the field, 
Hodgdon has an extensive 
background at Stafford that 
he can lean on in terms of 
putting the correct setup 
in his #55 car.   While 
Hodgdon and the #55 team 
have showed that their car 
is quick at Stafford, they’re 
still searching for ways to 
make their car even faster 
while trying to eliminate an 
issue they had with long run 
speed.

“Everyone is striving to 
be better and we certainly 
are hoping we can make the 
car better,” said Hodgdon.   
“It seems like our long 
run speed last year didn’t 
seem quite as right as it 
had the last couple seasons 
at Stafford, so that’s what 
we’re working on.   If we 
can have a good long run 
car, then we should be right 
there at the end of the race.   
We were great in time tri-
als and in heat races, but 
it would seem like always 
right around lap-40 the 
car would start to fall on 
its face.   Stafford has been 
my home track forever and 
I have a million laps there 
and I love the place, it’s just 
getting there and executing 
on all fronts.   We need to 
make sure the setup and the 
tires on the car are good 
and our pit stops are where 
they need to be.   Hopefully 
everything can come togeth-
er for us and we can knock 
one out this year.”

The 53rd Annual NAPA 
Spring Sizzler® is set for 
April 26-27. The NAPA 
Spring Sizzler® kicks off 
on Saturday, April 26, with 
feature events for the Late 
Model, Limited Late Model, 
and Street Stock divisions, 
along with SK Light qual-
ifying duel races that will 
set the field for an extra-dis-
tance 30-lap feature event 
on Sunday, April 27.

Hodgdon looks for big impact 
in NAPA Duel qualifying race
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Tuesday  & Wednesday 11-6,  Thursday & Friday 11-7,  Saturday 9-4

JIM’S FORMALWEAR SUPPLIER

BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER

NAT FALK
64 Main Street, Ware • 967-6721

BIG & TALLS

Customer Service The Way It Should Be 

for 88 Years

All at Prices Below What You’ll 

Pay in a Department Store

FORMALWEAR SALES & RENTALS

YOUR DESTINATION FOR WEDDING, PROM

OR ANY FORMAL OCCASION.

Top Brand Clothing from head to toe

VAN HEUSEN SHIRTS TO FLORSHEIM SHOES

YOUR CARHARTT WORKMAN 

HEADQUARTERS AT 

EVERYDAY GREAT PRICES!

KNOWLEDGABLE SALES HELP  

 ALTERATIONS AT FREE OR LITTLE COST

Nat Falk has been in 

business for more than 

88 years, offering the best 

in men’s clothing along 

with personalized service 

at competitive prices.  

The business was 

started on Main Street 

by Nat Falk in 1936, with 

Joe Lask becoming the 

owner in 1977, and his 

son, Charlie, buying 

the business in 1989. 

Since then, Charlie has 

continued the hallmark 

of the store, offering free 

alterations (with some exceptions) in 

the store with prices at or below its 

competition for the same service.  

Nat Falk offers customer service 

that is second to none while still 

offering prices that cater to working 

people. “In today’s market of 

competitors inflating their prices and 

then running the same sales week 

after week, Nat Falk offers everyday 

great values. We don’t play the pricing 

games,” Charlie said. “We offer 

the best in personalized service at 

workingman’s prices.”

Nat Falk carries name brands 

such as Carhartt, Levi’s, Haggar, 

Florsheim, Izod, Van Heusen, Arrow 

and Carolina, just to name a few. 

They carry big and tall sizes and are a 

proud Boy Scout supplier. Nat Falk is 

the place to go for formal wear with a 

full selection of sales and rentals for 

that all-important day.

Come in today and enjoy the best in 

service at unbeatable prices. It is what 

Nat Falk has been about since 1936.  

Charlie Lask is the owner of Nat Falk, which has been in 

business on Main Street for more than 87 years. 

Nat Falk offers best men’s 
clothing for 88 years
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Rousseau said. “We also fin-
ished as league champions 
with a 10-1-1 record.”  

Amherst’s only league 
loss was to Agawam, who 
was scheduled to face the 
Thunder (8-6-2) in the 
Class B finals, last Saturday 
afternoon. They also tied 
Chicopee, 2-2, in the second 
game of the regular season.

The Hurricanes,  who 
co-op with Pathfinder Tech 
and Hopkins Academy, play 
their home matches at Orr 
Rink located on the Amherst 
College campus. They lost all 
three times that they played 
at the Olympia Ice Center 
this winter.    

The four players from 
Pathfinder Tech listed on the 
Amherst roster are freshman 
Landon Lukasik, freshman 
Nolan MacTavish, freshman 
Noah Latulippe, and junior 
Ethan Mooney, who’s an 
assistant captain.

A couple of minutes 
in to  the  opening per i -
od, a Mooney shot attempt 
deflected off the stick of 
Taconic senior goalie Hunter 
Shepardson (21 saves).

The Thunder took a 1-0 
lead at the 3:29 mark of 
the first period when junior 
Eric Harrington fired a low 
line-drive shot from the blue 
line that snuck into the net 
past Amherst senior goal-
ie Spencer McDonald (21 
saves). 

Another goal by sopho-
more Owen Odermatt, who 
assisted on Taconic’s first 
goal, made the score 2-0 with 
11.2 seconds left in the open-
ing period.

“We didn’t play very well 
in the first period,” Rousseau 
said. “I don’t care what the 
team’s record is, you give a 
playoff hockey team a 2-0 
lead, that’s a tough hill to 
climb.”

Ten minutes into the sec-
ond period, Amherst senior 
Brach Applegate blasted 
a shot into the net, which 
sliced their deficit in half. 
The assist was given to 
senior Stephen Rich.

The Hurricanes had sev-
eral shots on goal during a 
5-on-3 power-play, but the 
score remained the same 
entering the final 15 minutes 
of the contest.

Amherst, who also lost 
to Belchertown in the Class 
B semifinals two years ago, 
netted the game tying goal 
with 2:31 remaining in reg-
ulation. 

The play began with 
a shot from senior Nate 
Ziornek. The puck deflect-
ed in the air off the Thunder 
goalie. Applegate was in the 
right spot to knock home the 
rebound shot for his second 
goal of the match.

“Brach showed up in 
tonight’s game and that’s 
w h a t  a  s e n i o r  d o e s ,” 
Rousseau said. “His game 
was spot-on, spot-on tonight. 
He gave us a chance to win.”  

A little more than a min-
ute into the overtime session, 
a slap shot by Harrington 

found its way into the net for 
the game winning goal.

The Hurricanes were hop-
ing to capture the Western 
Mass. title for the first time 
since 2016 when they defeat-
ed Chicopee Comp, 3-2, in 
overtime in the Division 3 A 
finals. They’re now hoping to 
make a run in the Division 3 
state tournament.

The Blue Devils, who 
defeated Greenfield, 58-45, 
in the 2023 Class. C title, 
game took a 47-37 lead 
against the Rams with 3:06 
left  in regulation when 
sophomore Jorge Bond (17 
points) made a pair of free 
throws. 

A little more than a min-
ute later, Colon, who scored 
all his points after halftime, 
buried his second 3-pointer 
of the fourth quarter, closing 
the gap to 49-43.

With 1:08 on the score-
board clock, the Blue Devils 
held a 54-47 advantage after 
sophomore Zane Kaley made 
two more free throws. 

At that point, Drury had 
made 15 of their 16 foul 
shots in the fourth quarter. 
They would only make one 
of their eight shots from 
the line during the final five 
minutes of regulation, which 
enabled the Rams to make a 
comeback.

Fernandez made a lay-up 
and a pair of free throws slic-
ing the Rams deficit to 55-53 
with 24.4 seconds remaining 
in regulation.

After Drury missed two 
shots from the line, Colon 
pulled down the rebound 
leading to a Goodhind layup 
tying the score at 55-55 with 
ten seconds left in regulation. 

Then Colon stole the ball 
at midcourt, but Fernandez 
missed a 3-pointer from the 
top of the key at the buzzer, 
sending the contest into over-
time.

The Rams took their first 
lead since the second quarter 
at 57-55 when Clarke hit a 
jumper with 2:55 left in OT.

Twenty seconds later, 
Goodhind made a foul shot 
pushing the Rams lead to 
three points.

Drury answered back 
with a pair of inside hoops 
from junior Connor Hinkell 

(8 points) .  Senior Sam 
Moorman (14 points) also 
made a foul shot, and the 
Rams found themselves trail-
ing 60-58 with 15 seconds 
left.

Colon was fouled while 
making an off balance base-
line lay-up. He made the 
bonus free throw complet-
ing the old fashion three 
point play giving his team a 
61-60 lead with 5.8 seconds 
remaining.    

Fernandez sealed the deal 
by making a foul shot with 
two seconds left before his 
younger brother, Zavien, 
who’s a junior, stole the 
inbounds pass at the buzz-
er sending the Rams players 
and their fans into a frenzy. 

The Rams held a 15-12 
lead at the end of the first 
quarter.

Drury outscored Granby, 
17-11, during the second 
quarter and headed into the 
locker room with a 29-26 
advantage.

The third quarter was 
a defensive battle as both 
teams only scored five points.

Holding a ten point lead 
with three minutes left in 
the fourth quarter, the Blue 
Devils players probably 
thought they would be taking 
the championship trophy for 
the second time in the past 
three years. 

The Rams players never 
gave up and they wound up 
taking it home for the first 
time in twenty years.

Granby will now be look-
ing to make another success-
ful run in the Division 5 state 
tournament. 

The third-seed Rams 
are scheduled to host either 
Bartlett High School of 
Webster or Brooke Charter 
School in the round of 32. 

HOCKEY from page 9

Benjamin Remesnyder 
heads up the ice.

Eric 
Shen 
recov-
ers the 
puck on 
defense.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Sawyer Ferro sets to pass up the ice.

sports

CHARLESTON, SC  – 
The   Worces te r  Ra i le rs 
HC  (24 -23 -2 -4  54p t s ) 
lost to the  South Carolina 
Stingrays  (33-13-3-2, 71pts) 
on Sunday afternoon by a 
final score of 3-0 in front of 
a crowd of 4,503 at the North 
Charleston Coliseum.

The Railers are back 
on the ice next  at  the 
DCU Center taking on the 
Bloomington Bison on 
Fr iday,  February  28th , 
at 7:05 p.m. for Monkey 
Wrenches weekend.

Jamie Engelbert (1-0-1) 
opened up the scoring with 
a goal for the Stingrays 
early in the second period. 
8:35 into the third period 
Alexander Suzdalev(1-0-1) 

netted another goal for the 
Stingrays increasing their 
lead to 2-0. The Stingrays 
kept their momentum going 
with a goal late in the third 
period by Tyler Weiss (1-0-
1) which would be the final 
goal of the game to give the 
Stingrays a 3-0 win over 
Worcester.

Neither team was able to 
get the puck in the net in the 
first period. Hugo Ollas had 
11 saves on 11 shots while 
Garin Bjorklund had 7 saves 
on 7 shots. The score was 0-0 
going into the second period.

The Stingrays struck 
first with a goal from Jamie 
Engelbert (14th) just 2:18 
into the second period, plac-
ing a shot perfectly over the 

glove hand of Ollas to score 
what would eventually be 
the game-winner. This was 
the only action in the second 
period, while South Carolina 
out shot the Railers 15-4 in 
the second.

A l ex a n d e r  S u z d a l ev 
(10th) gave the Stingrays 
a 2-0 lead over the Railers 
in the third period. The 
Stingrays continued their 
scoring with a goal by Tyler 
Weiss (14th) who finished off 
a rebound along the far side 
on a wide open net. Weiss’ 
goal was the final goal of the 
game giving the Stingrays a 
3-0 victory over the Railers. 
The Railers outshot the 
Stingrays 12-11 in the third 
period.

Worcester Railers get 
shutout win in road finale

SEASON 
ON THE 

LINE

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Jacoby Dilling drives down the court.

Brady Patchen goes up to catch a high 
pass.
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Ware Police Log

public safety

During the week of Feb. 
16-25,  the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
30 miscellaneous calls, 14 
administrative calls, 20 traf-
fic violations, 19 emergency 
911 calls, one motor vehicle 
accident, two safety hazards, 
nine harassments, two thefts/
larcenies, one trespass, 12 
animal calls and 32 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Ware.

Sunday, Feb. 16
2 : 5 1  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, Vigeant Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

3 : 0 1  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Sherwin Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

Monday, Feb. 17
12:09 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Greenwich Road, Services 
Rendered

12:12 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Vigeant Street, 
Unfounded

1:10 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, South Street, Dispatch 
Handled

2:36 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Advised

Tuesday, Feb. 18
2:35 a.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance, Aspen Street, 
Investigated

10:31 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call,  Union Street, 
Advised

4:18 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Palmer  Road,  Services 
Rendered

11:26 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Cal l ,  Sore l  Road, 
Dispatch Handled

11:51 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Cal l ,  Sore l  Road, 
Investigated

Wednesday, Feb. 19
1 : 4 7  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, Aspen Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

8:06 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Barnes Street, 
Advised

5:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Willow Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

5:45 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

8:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

9:18 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Barnes Street, 
Services Rendered

9:52 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

Thursday, Feb. 20
1:47 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, East Street, 
Advised

2:35 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, East Main Street, 
Dispatch Handled

Friday, Feb. 21
2 : 4 7  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, Park Avenue, 
Citation/Warning Issued

2 : 5 1  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violat ion,  Eddy Street , 
Citation/Warning Issued

8:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:57 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Ot i s  Avenue ,  Se rv ices 
Rendered

Saturday, Feb. 22
3 : 1 7  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, North Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

4:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

2:04 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Pulaski Street, Advised

4 : 4 2  p . m .  M o t o r 
Vehicle Stop, Main Street, 
Investigated

6:45 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
West Street,  Could Not 
Locate

Sunday, Feb. 23
3 : 3 6  a . m .  B y l a w 

Viola t ion ,  Eas t  S t ree t , 
Citation/Warning Issued

10:30 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, South Street, 

Services Rendered
11:24 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat,  Fisherdick 
Road, No Action Required

12:43 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Cal l ,  River  Road, 
Unfounded

12:49 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Coffey Hill Road, 
Dispatch Handled

2:57 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Services 
Rendered

5:07 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Barnes Street, 
Services Rendered

5 :38  p .m.  Trespass /
Unwanted,  West Street , 
Services Rendered

8:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Street, Report 
Made

Monday, Feb. 24
2 : 4 4  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, Otis Avenue, 
Citation/Warning Issued

10:14 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, West Street, Could 
Not Locate

5:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Tuesday, Feb. 25
3 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Vigeant Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Hardwick Police Log

During the weeks of Feb. 
8-22, the Warren Police 
Department  responded 
to 279 building/property 
checks, 65 community polic-
ings, 46 emergency 911 
calls, four parking issues, 
two safety concerns, one 
missing person, one vandal-
ism, one threat, two harass-
ments, two fire/smoke inves-
tigations, eight motor vehi-
cle accidents, two animal 
calls and 25 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Warren.

Saturday, Feb. 8
5 : 1 6  p . m .  Tr a u m a , 

Quaboag Street, Transported 
to Hospital

Sunday, Feb. 9
3:06 a.m. Parking Issues, 

Ramsdell Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

3 : 1 8  a . m .  S a f e t y 
Concern,  Main Street , 
Negative Contract

8:48 a.m. Falls, Little 
Rest Road, Transported to 
Hospital

5 : 0 4  p . m .  M i s s i n g 
Person, Bemis Road, Report 
Filed

6:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, 
Vehicle Towed

Monday, Feb. 10
6:41 a.m. Breathing 

Difficulty, Yankee Drummer 
Dr ive ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

7:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Old West Warren 
Road, Report Filed

8:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Old West Warren 
Road, Criminal Complaint

11:43 a.m. Breathing 
Difficulty, North Street, 
Transported to Hospital

10 :08  p .m.  Wel fa re 
Check, Prospect Street, 
Public Assist

Tuesday, Feb. 11
5:53 a.m. Breathing 

Difficulty, Comins Pond 
Road ,  Transpor t ed  to 
Hospital

7 : 5 5  a . m .  A l a r m 
Activation, Prospect Street, 
Fire Extinguished

1:17 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Yankee Drummer Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

7:27 p.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, 
Moore Avenue, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

8:48 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Hillside Avenue, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

Wednesday, Feb. 12
8:50 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

P i n e  G r o v e  D r i v e , 
Transported to Hospital

1:49 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Pine Grove Drive, 

Report Filed
2:28 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Heritage Drive, No Action 
Required

Thursday, Feb. 13
12:56  p .m.  Park ing 

Issues, Quaboag Street, 
Vehicle Removed

1 : 3 5  p . m .  F i r e 
Investigation, Keys Road, 
Investigated

3 : 1 0  p . m .  A l a r m 
Activation, Bemis Road, 
Investigated

Friday, Feb. 14
12:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident,  Old Douglas 
Road, Report Filed

10:34 p.m. Breathing 
Difficul ty,  Pine Grove 
Dr ive ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

Saturday, Feb. 15
1:17 a.m. Abdominal/

Back Pain, Constitution 
Avenue, Transported to 
Hospital

1 :42  a .m.  Diabet ic , 
Quaboag Street, Mutual Aid 
Assist

2:07 a.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Keys Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, No 
Fire Services Necessary

11:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

2:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:21 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Old West Warren Road, 
Transported to Hospital

6:42 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Main Street, 
Investigated

11:56 p.m. Bleeding, 
S o u t h b r i d g e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Sunday, Feb. 16
11:05 a.m. Breathing 

Difficulty,  Pine Street, 
Transported to Hospital

11:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

11:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Bemis Road, 
Vehicle Towed

12:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Street, Citation 
Issued

2:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disab led ,  Southbr idge 
Road, Criminal Complaint

3:19 p.m. Falls, Keyes 
Road ,  Transpor t ed  to 
Hospital

4:21 p.m. Parking Issues, 
Nor th  S t ree t ,  Veh ic le 
Removed

8:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Col l is ion,  Southbridge 
Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

10:23 p.m. Power Lines 
Down, Town Farm Drive, 
Referred to Other Agency

Monday, Feb. 17
7:13 a.m. Harassment, 

Comins Pond Road, Report 
Filed

7:45 a.m. Unattended 
D e a t h ,  Key e s  S t r e e t , 
Referred to Other Agency

8 : 0 4  a . m .  F a l l s , 
M e c h a n i c  S t r e e t , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

1 0 : 1 4  a . m .  S i c k /
Unknown,  Southbridge 
Road ,  Transpor t ed  to 
Hospital

3 : 3 0  p . m .  M e d i c a l 
Alarm, Mechanic Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

4 : 5 7  p . m .  F a l l s , 
Brimfield Road, Transported 
to Hospital

Tuesday, Feb. 18
10:49 a.m. Suspicious 

Person, Crescent Street, 
Report Filed

1 1 : 4 2  a . m .  A l a r m 
A c t iva t i o n ,  Wi n t h r o p 
Terrace, Investigated

3:41 p .m.  Diabet ic , 
Brimfield Road, Transported 
to Hospital

9:30 p.m. Abdominal/
Back Pain, Cottage Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Feb. 19
7 : 5 8  a . m .  S a f e t y 

Concern,  Main Street , 
Officer Took Call

11:39 a.m. Vandalism, 
Main Street, Report Filed

1:58 p.m. Threats, River 
Street, Report Filed

Thursday, Feb. 20
5 : 1 1  a . m .  Tr a u m a , 

W i n t h r o p  T e r r a c e , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

7:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Brook Road, 
Vehicle Towed

8:11 a.m. Falls, Bragg 
Road ,  Transpor t ed  to 
Hospital

5:37 p.m. Structure Fire, 
School Street, Investigated

11:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Friday, Feb. 21
9 : 2 6  a . m .  We l f a r e 

Check, Elm Street, Negative 
Contact

6:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
C o l l i s i o n ,  O l d  We s t 
Brookfield Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Saturday, Feb. 22
9:14 a.m. Harassment, 

Milton O. Fountain Way, 
Officer Spoke to Party

10:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident,  Main Street, 
Report Filed

Warren Police LogE d i t o r ’s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide 
us with the informa-
tion you read on this 
page as public record 
information. If you or 
any suspect listed here 
is found not guilty or 
has charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of 
the court’s final dispo-
sition.

During the week of Feb. 
17-24, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 53 building/
property checks, 32 direct-
ed/area patrols, five radar 
assignments, four traffic con-
trols, seven emergency 911 
calls, three citizen assists, 
two assist other agencies, 
one complaint, three safety 
hazards, two investigations, 
two fires, one motor vehicle 
accident, one larceny/theft/
shoplifting, two animal calls 
and 11 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Hardwick.

Monday, Feb. 17
10:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Barre Road, Citation 
Issued

11:36 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Czesky Road,  Dispatch 
Handled

12:59 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Ruggles Hill Road, Officer 
Handled

2:56 p.m. 911 Structure 
F i r e ,  H i g h  S t r e e t , 
Extinguished

6:39 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
U p p e r  C h u r c h  S t r e e t , 
Services Rendered

9:05 p.m. 911 Fire, Main 

Street, Extinguished

Tuesday, Feb. 18
8:47 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency,  Out  of  Town, 
Officer Handled

Wednesday, Feb. 19
10:26 a.m. 911 Assist 

Citizen, Pine Street, Officer 
Handled

Thursday, Feb. 20
9:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

3:23 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Pine Street, Services 
Rendered

4:19 p.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, Parker Court, 
Officer Handled

5 : 4 0  p . m .  M e d i c a l 
Emergency, Turkey Street, 
Transported to Hospital

9:45 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Bridge Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Friday, Feb. 21
11:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

12:37 p.m. Investigation, 
Main  S t ree t ,  Removed 

Hazard
4:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

11:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident ,  Bar re  Road , 
Arrest(s) Made

Saturday, Feb. 22
9 : 0 9  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Ruggles Hill 
Road, Servies Rendered

9:50 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Czesky Road,  Dispatch 
Handled

11:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

3:03 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
B a r r e  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

7:41 p.m. Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations, 
Grove  St ree t ,  Services 
Rendered

Sunday, Feb. 23
5:05 p.m. Investigation, 

B r o a d  S t r e e t ,  O ff i c e r 
Handled

9:38 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Main Street, 
Services Rendered

WARE – Open burning 
season is now open by per-
mit and runs through May 1. 

Permits will be available 
online only at ware.fireper-
mits.com. If you are already 
registered for the site from 
last year’s open burning sea-
son, you only need to log in 
and apply for a 2025 burn 
permit.

Please make sure you 

link your bank account 
for UniPay for a smoother 
process. The bank requires 
time to process your pay-
ment and your permit will 
be inactive until payment is 
approved.

Cash will not be accept-
ed at the fire station for a 
burn permit. All processing 
fees are required through 
the online website.

Open burning season now 
open through May 1

 So, whether you will ben-
efit from these “special extra 
credits for military service” 
depends largely on your 
post-service earnings his-
tory. If your military earn-
ings were among the highest 
earning years over your life-
time, and you provided SSA 
with a copy of your DD-214 
when you applied for Social 
Security, then your current 
SS benefit already includes 
consideration of your mili-

tary service. 
Social Security should 

have asked about your mil-
i tary service when you 
applied. If you didn’t advise 
SS of your military service 
when you applied for Social 
Security, or if you aren’t 
sure, you should contact the 
SSA at 1-800-772-1213 and 
ask if you were given those 
“special extra credits for 
military service” when you 
applied. However, if you had 
at least 35 years of higher 
earnings after you left mil-

itary service, your current 
SS benefit is already based 
on those later higher earn-
ing years, and you will not 
get anything additional from 
those “special extra cred-
its” for your military service 
years. 

FYI, we know it is often 
difficult to contact the Social 
Security Administration by 
phone, as well as trying to 
visit SSA offices without 
an appointment, which is 
why our AMAC Foundation 
provides this free service). 

SSA is now allowing in-per-
son visits “by appointment 
only” and you can call the 
above number to schedule 
an in-person appointment at 
your local SSA office. But 
before you do, please con-
sider what I’ve said above. 
And remember that your SS 
benefit is based on the high-
est earning 35 years over 
your entire lifetime and each 
year represents only 1/35th 
of your benefit amount. So, 
is it worth the trouble? That 
depends on whether your 

military earnings, including 
the “special extra credits for 
military service,” are among 
the highest over your entire 
lifetime. If the answer is 
“yes” then it is likely worth 
it; if ”no” then perhaps not. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 

does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-securi ty-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Greek mythological 

figure
  5. Small amount
  8. Play a role
 11. River in Georgia and 

Alabama
 13. Water in the solid state
 14. Ancient Greek sophist
 15. Having a strong sharp 

smell or taste
 16. Fleece
 17. Writer/actress Dunham
 18. Behave in a way that 

belittles
 20. Comedienne Gasteyer
 21. Zoroastrian concept of 

holy fire
 22. Conceits
 25. Slowed down
 30. Nourishment
 31. Midway between east 

and southeast
 32. Fights

 33. Comedienne Tyler
 38. Standing operating 

procedure
 41. Locks
 43. Old
 45. Song sung to one’s 

lover
 47. Whale ship captain
 49. Moved quickly on foot
 50. Volcanic craters
 55. Large musical 

instrument
 56. Liquefied natural gas
 57. Ethiopian town
 59. Not closed
 60. A team’s best pitcher
 61. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 62. Disfigure
 63. Prefix denoting “in a”
 64. Sleep

CLUES DOWN
  1. S. American plant

  2. Soul and calypso song
  3. Fruit of the service tree
  4. Continent
  5. Albania’s capital
  6. Poisonous plant
  7. Argues
  8. Assists
  9. Town in Galilee
 10. Russian leader
 12. Promotional materials
 14. Wings
 19. Not odd
 23. Expression of creativity
 24. Conceptualize
 25. A digital tape recording 

of sound
 26. Peyton’s little brother
 27. Cost, insurance and 

freight (abbr.)
 28. Difference in potential
 29. Owner
 34. I (German)
 35. Chinese conception of 

poetry

 36. The world of the dead
 37. Sign language
 39. Coincide
 40. Religious observance
 41. Confined condition 

(abbr.)
 42. Polite interruption 

sound
 44. Texas ballplayer
 45. Type of sword
 46. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 47. Basic unit of a 

chemical element
 48. Native American 

people in California
 51. Swiss river
 52. Hebrew calendar 

month
 53. Easily swindled 

person
 54. One point south of 

southwest
 58. Small island (British)

uses the “proposal is incon-
sistent with the will.”

Planning Board Chair Ken 
Crosby reminded Barry and 
the public that the Planning 
Board is not creating the zon-
ing change and their goal is 
to hear the public’s thoughts 
and move to the next step and 
get the zoning amendment to 
a town meeting for a vote. 

It has certainly been an 
emotional topic for the town, 
especially for the residents 
who have expressed a need 
for healthcare services in 
their community. Many res-
idents are lead to the believe 
that Baystate is now being 
viewed as an entity that 
doesn’t seem to want health-
care on the site anymore. 

In recent years since 
the closure of Mary Lane 
Hospi ta l ,  the  Planning 
Board understands why res-
idents have little to no trust 
in Baystate Health. Barry 
doesn’t believe that Baystate 
Health is trying to make it 
more difficult for the town to 
try and maintain or regain the 
essential healthcare services 
it needs. 

Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley shared his comments 
to the Planning Board and 
some of them are tied to the 
zoning proposal. 

“You have to consid-
er how this proposal affects 
the health and welfare of the 
community,” Beckley said. 

Beckley’s other comment 
involves dimensional stan-
dards such as heights of the 
building and setbacks. These 
standards are closely tied to 
the industrial district. The 
board briefly brought up 
grandfathering of buildings 
while Beckley was present-
ing these paragraphs from the 
zoning bylaw. 

With healthcare being 

a use for a century on site, 
many residents and the 
Planning Board believe that 
the use and the buildings 
on site would be grandfa-
thered in. According to the 
Building Commissioner 
Anna Marques, uses are 
already allowed and not 
grandfathered in and renova-
tion work can be done. 

Beckley’s  las t  po in t 
involved items presented as 
potential uses in the zoning 
amendment has a list of what 
is and isn’t allowed. For the 
economic use in the future, 
“it will be limiting more than 
what is being proposed,” 
Beckley stated. 

Board member Richard 
Starodoj suggested the board 
should look at this zoning 
proposal from a point of it 
doesn’t matter who the owner 
of the property is. Starodoj 
mentioned this subject is not 
uncommon in the rezoning 
process. 

“The townspeople desire 
to have that zoned as health-
care,” Starodoj said. 

Though any proposal or 
zone change may happen 
for a particular land owner, 
Starodoj made it clear in the 
public hearing that no mat-
ter what the final decision or 
change is, you’re not going to 
make everyone happy about 
the decision, it is essential for 
the residents to think about 
the proposal. 

“We’re not restricting 
that parcel to just one use,” 
Starodoj said. 

Barry believes no devel-
oper is going to put a hospital 
on the property. Barry stated 
that “Baystate is trying to do 
a good thing here.” 

V i c e  C h a i r  C h r i s 
Dimarzio believes when con-
sidering about preserving the 
healthcare needs within the 
town, is it possible to identify 
other adequate properties in 

Ware that may be better to fit 
the healthcare zoning. 

Terrance Smith of the 
Selectboard was at the hear-
ing and commented that “it 
is important for residents to 
understand the process with 
the zoning bylaw change.” 
Hitchcock reminded Smith 
of a comment he made about 
walking the Mary Lane 
Hospital site and described 
the property as a “gold level 
site”.  

The  P lanning  Board 
knows that Smith and the rest 
of the Selectboard will be 
reviewing this proposal soon, 
but there are several possibil-
ities, including the proposal 
not going forward. 

Barry stated that Baystate 
Health has no intention of 
wanting to get into a lawsuit 
with the town, but also feels 
that the proposal is “hand-
cuffing” economic develop-
ment potential by limiting the 
uses on the site. 

Dimarzio commented on 
the litigation and legal chal-
lenges this topic might bring 
up. Dimarzio mentioned any 
lawsuit can be caused just 
because someone isn’t satis-
fied with a certain decision. 

“The priority is health-
care,” Dimarzio said. “We’re 
doing our jobs to protect 
resources in the community 
that are going to be needed.”

Dimarzio would like to 
know what other “A rated” 
properties are in Ware that 
may be also considered for 
healthcare uses besides Mary 
Lane Hospital, which has 
served as a medical use relat-
ed facility for over a century. 

The board voted to con-
tinue the public hearing until 
their next meeting on March 
6 with written public com-
ments to be accepted until 
Feb. 27. 

ZONING from page 1 crossword puzzlecrossword puzzle

Ferrera said the town 
departments are working on 
the budget for fiscal year 
2026, which he said is “going 
to be very tight.”

Theresa Cofske, West 
Brookfie ld’s  new Town 
Administrator, introduced 
herself and agreed that towns 
are facing financial challeng-
es for the next budget year.

“It’s going to be a tough 
one,” she said, adding that 
West Brookfield will be strat-
egizing and focusing on eco-
nomic development. 

Ware  Town Manager 
Stuart Beckley said the new 
owners of Janine’s Frostee 
have received approval 
for their licenses from the 
Selectboard and are expected 
to open mid-March.

For the FY 26 budget, the 
town, like others, is facing an 
increase in insurance costs, 
which will have an impact on 
the budget overall.

H a r d w i c k  T o w n 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  J u s t i n e 
Caggiano said the town is 
working to budget for the 
insurance increase also, as 
well as planning for solu-
tions for several vacant town-
owned properties. 

The featured speaker for 
the meeting was Baystate 
Health President and CEO 
Peter Banko, who joined the 
healthcare organization last 
year. 

Since he took the position 
in June, Banko has embarked 
on a 100-day listening tour, 
hearing from various stake-
ho lde r s  and  communi -
ty members, about ways to 
improve Baystate Health and 
meet the healthcare needs of 
the region.

He said there is intense 
pride and loyalty within the 
organization, and how it has 
a great network of physicians. 

Despite these strengths, 
the organization has faced 
challenges over the years, 
including over $300 million 
in losses and the closure of 
Mary Lane Hospital in Ware.

“We’ve been losing more 
money than we’ve been tak-
ing in,” Banko said. 

A “D” rating on Leapfrog 
also reflects a need to make 
improvements, he said.

Banko said a strategic plan 
has recently been endorsed 

by the Baystate Health board 
and it will address health-
care access issues, some-
thing that he encountered 
himself when he moved here. 
Due to lengthy waits to see 
physicians, a lot of patients 
are seeking care elsewhere, 
with 80% going to Boston 
and 20% going to Hartford, 
Connecticut.

“We need to be an ‘A’ 
in everything,” Banko said. 
“We’ve got to work on quali-
ty and safety. We’ve got to be 
an economic and health pillar 
in western Massachusetts.”

Being financially resilient 
is a main focus of the stra-
tegic plan, helping Baystate 
Health to achieve a “healthy 
bottom line.” 

Banko said there was too 
much management within 
the organization, which was 
reduced this past November. 
The corporate office was also 
downsized. 

“We’re l i terally turn-
ing over every stone in the 
organization to get good pro-
cesses and systems in place,” 
Banko said.

In order to address local 
healthcare needs, Banko and 
his team have been meeting 
with representatives from the 
town of Ware.

“We definitely didn’t com-
municate transparently about 
what was happening at Mary 
Lane,” Banko said the hospi-
tal’s closure prior to his arriv-
al. “You can’t cut something 
and expect it to miraculously 

improve over time.”
Banko said his team is 

working on finding a site to 
open a Convenient Care loca-
tion in Ware, to help bring 
healthcare back.

“Healthcare services are 
needed here,” Banko said. 
“Losing a hospital is devas-
tating not just from a health-
care standpoint, but from an 
economic.”

Banko said the new loca-
tion would be highly visible, 
in a preexisting building. He 
said he likes the Wetherby 
Building at the Mary Lane 
Hospital site, but it will take 
time to figure out how to 
make that space work and it 
would not meet short term 
goals. 

Banko addressed a recent 
zoning amendment propos-
al to limit the Mary Lane 
Hospital property to health-
care services only. 

“Healthcare’s not coming 
back to that site,” Banko said. 
“That site doesn’t support it. 
To zone that for healthcare 
would be one of the worst 
economic things the town 
could do. If it’s just health-
care, it’s going to narrow the 
box for economic develop-
ment.” 

Banko also spoke about 
sh i f t ing  se rv ices  f rom 
Baystate Medical Center to 
Wing, Noble and Franklin 
hospitals.

“We’re going to decant the 
big hospital,” he said. 

Banko sa id  Bays ta te 

Health will be working to 
build up healthcare in rural 
communities and improve its 
geographic presence.

“We’ve got to expand 
our boundaries beyond just 
Springfield,” he said. 

Banko sa id  Bays ta te 
Health is also going to rein-
vest in Health New England, 
improving the processes and 
making it more competitive 
on commercial rates. 

“It looks like a viable 
opportunity for us,” he said of 
the insurance provider.

Banko said he is dedicat-
ed to leading Baystate Health 
toward a path of profitability.

“I wouldn’t have come 
here if there wasn’t a path 
forward,” he said. 

About WBCA and Beyond
The WBCA and Beyond 

membership consists  of 
businesses and organiza-
tions from Ware, Palmer, 
Belchertown, Hardwick, 
Warren and West Brookfield. 
The monthly meetings are 
open to any business or orga-
nization within those towns 
interested in joining the asso-
ciation.

For information about 
joining the Ware Business 
&  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n 
and Beyond, visit ware-
bca .com,  emai l  wareb-
ca@gmai l . com o r  ca l l 
Flynn at  413-297-5886. 

WBCA from page 1

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Ware Business & Civic Association and Beyond members Blair Robidoux (left) and Dustin 
Pennginton (right) hold the ribbon to celebrate the opening of Hanna’s on Main along 
with Gail Craig, John Steinhilber, Kim Craig, Dennis Craig, state Rep. Donnie Berthiaume 
and state Rep. Todd Smola 

Inc. (Supporting Orphans 
Nationally & Globally, 
Inc.), a Brookfield-based 
organization with a satellite 
office in downtown Ware.

Founded by Wally and 
Michele Connor, S.O.N.G., 
Inc. has been in existence for 
26 years, having first started 
as Socks for Siberia in 1999.

Wally Connor said the 
organization is currently 
working in South Africa, and 
is continuing its efforts in 
Ukraine and Russia. He said 
S.O.N.G., Inc.’s mission in 
Pakistan has been suspended 
due to violence against vol-
unteers

S.O.N.G., Inc. has been 
able to establish partnerships 
with orphanages and shelters 
in these countries, as well 
as the Philippines. The orga-
nization has also partnered 
with local agencies to pro-
vide support to children in 
foster care and children with 
special needs. 

“I want to thank Trinity 
Episcopal Church for invit-
ing us to this great concert 
and choosing us as the non-
profit,” Connor said.

For more information 
about S.O.N.G., Inc., peo-
ple may visit www.support-
ingorphans.org or follow 
on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. Donations to help 
S.O.N.G., Inc. continue its 
mission, can be sent through 
the website, Venmo, or mail 
to S.O.N.G., Inc., P.O. Box 
426, Brookfield, MA 01506. 

D a v i d  N e i l l  o f 
Springfield is the leader of 
The Jazz Bones, and one 
of its five trombonists. He 
introduced the ensemble’s 
members and gave a brief 
history of each song they 
performed.

The first song was called 
“Just Friends”, which was 
written in 1931, followed by 
“Bye Bye Blues” from the 
1960s. 

Neill said the ensemble 
plays “a little bit of every-
thing,” from jazz to swing, 
blues to Big Band, and even 
popular music and TV show 
themes.

The Jazz Bones then per-
formed a lively rendition 
of The Beatles’ “Eleanor 
Rigby” followed by the 
theme to the cartoon TV 
show “Family Guy”. The 

ensemble then took it back 
to a 1800s with the African 
American spiritual song 
“Jericho”, which told the 
biblical story of Joshua and 
the Battle of Jericho.

After performing “Back 
Country Landscape”, The 
Jazz Bones shifted gears 
to a polka tune, inviting 
all in attendance to get up 
and dance. Next up was 
“Indiana”, a song well 
known for being performed 
by actor Jim Nabors at the 
start of the Indianapolis 500 
from 1972 up until 2014. 

The  second ha l f  o f 
the concert featured an 
arrangement of “Danny 
Boy”, a bossa nova called 
“Carnival”, “America the 
Beautiful”, “Miss Missouri” 
and “Kansas City”.

Following the concert, 
all in attendance enjoyed 
refreshments downstairs in 
the church. 

About Trinity 
Episcopal Church

Worship services are 
held on Sundays at 10 a.m. 
in the church located at the 
corner of Park and Pleasant 
streets, and also streamed 
on Facebook live through 
“Trinity Episcopal Church.” 
All are welcome to attend. 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
is also the home of the 
Jubilee Cupboard Food 
Pantry and Jubilee Diaper 
Ministry, which are open on 
Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon 
at 20 Park St.

For more information and 
upcoming events, visit the 
Facebook page or website 
www.trinityware.org, call 
413-967-6100 or email sec-
retary@trinityware.org. 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Wally Connor of S.O.N.G., 
Inc. (Supporting Orphans 
Nationally & Globally, Inc.) 
talks about the organiza-
tions efforts to help chil-
dren in need around the 
world. 

CONCERT from page 1
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Classifieds
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508) 882-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure 
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call Se-
cure Storage at 413-800-6278 for your 
free month.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES

Home improvements, restorations, reno-
vations. Fully insuredd. HIC license. (413) 
668-6685.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, wood-
working, porches, stairs, patios, win-
dows, doors, painting, drywall, clean 
outs. Competitive pricing. References. 
Please call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS 

“We can always work something out.” 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and 
static exercise. Fully certified in personal 
training and nutrition and insured in the 
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send 
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

LOCAL TREE SERVICE
looking for climber and ground person. 

Must have driver’s license in 
good standing. 

Call 413-507-1949.

SCHOCHET IS
CURRENTLY HIRING!

We are currently accepting resumes for an 
Experienced Property Manager or 
Asst Property Manager  at  Weldon 
House in Greenfield, MA. Weldon House 
is a 105-unit elderly/disabled apartment 
community with a Section 8 project based 
subsidy program.  
3+ years of prior multifamily property man-
agement experience, strong knowledge 
of Section 8 program. COS designation 
required and ARM designation preferred. 
Able to motivate and manage property 
management staff and have excellent orga-
nizational, interpersonal and communica-
tion skills. Excellent benefits package and 
competitive salary.
Interested and qualified candidates, please 

submit resume to: 
careers@schochet.com.

Pre-employment background check & drug 
test required. EOE

For more information on this
position please contact 

Robin @ 617-398-5144
schochet.com

The Town of Russell Sewer/Water 
Department is accepting résumés for 
the full time position of SEWER/ WA-
TER OPERATOR  at Town of Russell 
WWTP, 200 Main Street, Russell, 
MA   01071-0131 or email russellw-
wandw@townofrussell.us.   
Applicants will need a Grade 4 Wastewater, 
1T Water, and a 1D Water licenses or the 
ability to acquire them.

Inquire at office or thru email.

Worthington Police 
Department

Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time 
Police Officer. 
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years 
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess 
a valid driver’s license. They should also 
have a high school diploma/GED, license 
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts 
Municipal Police Training Committee and 
be POST certified.  

This is a benefited position with a salary 
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be highly 
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or 
near Worthington.  
This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief. 

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant

 contact information to:
Worthington Police Department

 P.O. Box 247
 Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us

Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed 
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2PM
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WARREN 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to MGL, Chapter 

40A, Notice is hereby given that 
the Warren Planning Board act-
ing as the Special Permit Grant-
ing Authority, will hold a Public 
Hearing on Monday, March 10, 
2025 at 7:15 PM on the applica-
tion of 727 Brimfield Road LLC. 
The Hearing will be held in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting Room at 
the Shepard Municipal Building 
located at 48 High Street in War-
ren and via digital platform Zoom 
Meeting.

The Applicant, 727 Brimfield 
Road LLC is requesting a Spe-
cial Permit (#315) under Section 
3.28, Earth Removal (pursuant to 
Section 8) of the zoning by-laws 
to allow earth removal and crush-
ing operations at 727 Brimfield 
Road (Map 09, Lot 81) in the Ru-
ral district.

A complete copy of the appli-
cation may be inspected in the 
Office of the Planning Board or 
the Town Clerk during normal 
business hours. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. All 
interested parties are invited to 
attend via Zoom.

Meeting ID: 869 2706 4530
Passcode: 784772
Phone: 646-558-8656 

Warren Planning Board
02/20, 02/27/2025

TOWN OF WARE
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

WARE, MASSACHUSETTS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR 

BIDS
Sealed Bids for the construc-

tion of the “Church Street and 
Anderson Road Water Storage 
Tanks Rehabilitation Project” 
will be received by the Town 
Manager’s Office, Ware Town 
Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082 until 2:00 p.m. local time 
on Thursday, March 27, 2025 
at which time the Bids received 
will be publicly opened and read. 
Sealed Bids must have outer en-
velope marked as “Church Street 
and Anderson Road Water 
Storage Tanks Rehabilitation 
Project”.

The work consists of resto-
ration of the interior and exterior 
coating systems of the Church 
Street Water Storage Tank (WST), 
which is a 1.5 million gallon 
(MG) welded steel tank with a 
diameter of 100 feet and a height 
of 24 feet, and the Anderson Road 
WST, which is a 1 MG welded 
steel tank with a diameter of 52 
feet and a height of 65 feet. The 
work also includes installation of 
active mixing systems, structural 
and safety improvements at each 
WST, installation and removal of 
temporary tanks, rehabilitation 
of the altitude valve vault inter-
nal components at each WST, 
installation of sampling stations, 
12-inch gate valves and 12-inch 
insertion valves and fittings, tying 
in to existing asbestos concrete 
water mains. Bids shall be on a 
lump sum and unit price basis, as 

indicated in the Bid Form.
All Bids for this project are 

subject to the provisions of Mas-
sachusetts General Laws Chapter 
30, Section 39M as amended.

Bidding Documents may be 
obtained electronically from the 
Tighe & Bond website at: http://
www.tighebond.com/Projects_
Out_to_Bid.php

Prospective bidders must com-
plete a one-time registration pro-
cess on the web site in order to 
receive log-in credentials. Bid-
ders must log in to the web site to 
download bidding documents for 
the project. Bidders will be added 
to the “planholders” or prospec-
tive bidders list upon download-
ing the bidding documents for the 
project.

A bid deposit shall be furnished 
in accordance with the Instruc-
tions to Bidders.

Minimum Wage Rates as de-
termined by the Commissioner 
of Department of Workforce De-
velopment under the provision of 
the Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 149, Section 26 to 27D, 
as amended, apply to this project. 
It is the responsibility of the Con-
tractor, before Bid opening, to re-
quest if necessary, any additional 
information on Minimum Wage 
Rates for those trades people who 
may be employed for the pro-
posed Work under this Contract.

A non-mandatory pre-Bid 
conference will be on Thursday, 
March 13, 2025 at 10:00 AM. 
The pre-bid conference will be-
gin at the Anderson Road Water 
Storage Tank, which is located at 
122 Anderson Road in Ware, MA. 
The conference will continue at 
the Church Street Water Storage 
Tank, which is located at the inter-
section of Church Street and Old 
Gilbertville Road in Ware, MA.

TOWN OF WARE, 
MASSACHUSETTS

Consulting Engineer:
Tighe & Bond, Inc.
120 Front Street, Suite 700
Worcester, MA 01608
508-754-2201

02/27/2025

TOWNS OF
 WARREN AND MILLBURY

Public Hearing
Thursday, March 20, 2025

6:00 PM 
Warren Town Hall

48 High Street, Warren MA
FY 2025 Joint CDBG 

Application
The Warren Board of Select-

men will hold a Public Hearing 
during their meeting on March 
20, 2025, at 6:00 PM at the 
Warren Town Hall, located at 48 
High Street, Warren, MA. The 
public is encouraged to attend 
this hearing to discuss a joint FY 
2025 application by the towns of 
Warren and Millbury for up to 
$1,050,000 in Community De-
velopment Block Grant funding 
from the Massachusetts Execu-
tive Office of Housing and Liv-
able Communities. If the meet-
ing is canceled, the hearing will 
be rescheduled to the next Board 
of Selectmen meeting on March 
27th at 6 PM. 

The towns seek public input 
on potential grant-funded proj-
ects. Potential projects under 
development for the application 
currently include 1) Hillside 
Avenue Improvement Project, 
2) Washington Street Neighbor-
hood Infrastructure Planning 
Study, 3) Summer Street Design 
Improvement Project; and 4) the 
Millbury Senior Center Park-
ing Improvement Project. These 
projects were identified as priori-
ties that are consistent with com-
munity planning in both towns.

All persons with questions or 
comments regarding the grant 
application will have an opportu-
nity to be heard.  If awarded, the 
Town of Warren will be respon-
sible for administration of the 
grant program with assistance 
from the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commis-
sion (CMRPC).  Those unable 
to attend the hearing may mail 
written comments to the Warren 
Board of Selectmen, 48 High 
Street, Warren, Ma 01083, or 
comments may be emailed to 
CMRPC at joleary@cmrpc.org.  
Comments must be received no 
later than March 19th, 2025.  

The Warren Town Hall is 
handicapped accessible. Persons 
who require special accommoda-
tions to attend the public meeting 
should contact the Town Admin-
istrator’s office at (413) 436-
5701 x. 107 at least two business 
days prior to the hearing. For 
further information, please con-
tact John O’Leary at CMRPC at 
(508) 459-3331 or at joleary@
cmrpc.org..  

Warren Board of Selectmen
February 27, 2025

02/27/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF

 THE TRIAL COURT
Docket No. 25 SM 000377

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Douglas J. Mayo
and to all persons entitled to 

the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
0.50 §3901 (et seq):

Pingora Loan Servicing, 
LLC

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in 21 Smith Avenue, Ware, 
MA 01082, given by Douglas 
J. Mayo to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Everett Financial, 
Inc. d/b/a Supreme Lending, 
dated October 31, 2017, and re-
corded in the Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 12792 
at Page 1, has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 

attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or be-
fore 03/24/2025 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
2/10/2025

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson, 

Recorder
02/27/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire  Division
Docket No. HS25P0063EA 

Estate of: 
Caroline M. Mucha

Date of Death: 
October 02, 2024 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Carol A. Soltys 
of Ware, MA 

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Carol A. Soltys of Ware, MA 
has been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety on 
the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/27/2025

TOWN OF HARDWICK
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Under the provisions of the 
General Laws of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 166, and any additions 
or amendments thereto; please 
be advised that at their meeting 
on Monday, March 10, 2025, at 
6:30 p.m., the Hardwick Select 
Board will consider a request to 
give permission to Massachu-
setts Electric Company d/b/a 
National Grid and Verizon New 
England, Inc, to locate poles, 
wires, and fixtures, including the 
necessary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures, along and across the 
following public way:

Hardwick Pond Road- Nation-
al Grid to install 1 SO pole be-
ginning at a point approximately 

200 feet northeast of the center-
line of the intersection of Ware 
Greenwich Road. National Grid 
proposes to install pole #1-50, 
Hardwick MA. 

Taylor Hill Road- National 
Grid to relocate 2 JO poles be-
ginning at a point approximately 
465 feet west of the centerline 
of the intersection of Taylor Hill 
Road and Delargy Road and con-
tinuing approximately 13 feet 
in the north direction. National 
Grid proposes to relocate poll 11 
twenty feet west and pole 7 forty 
feet west, Hardwick MA. 
02/27, 03/06/2025

Notice of Sale of 
Motor Vehicle

 under G.L. c. 255., 
Section 39A 

Notice is hereby given by 
REGIN’S REPAIR 19 CHURCH 
ST GILBERTVILLE,  MA 
01031. Pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, 
that on 3/10/2025 at 10:00AM 
at: Regin’s Repair 19 Church St 
Gilbertville, MA 01031 by pri-
vate sale, the following Motor 
Vehicle will be sold to satisfy the 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicle. 
Vehicle description: 
2006 Honda Accord
Registration#/State: 4HLF12/MA
VIN: 1HGCM56116A042504
Name and address of owner:
Branden Vega
755 Worthington St.
Springfield, MA 01105

 By: James M. Regin
Dated: 2/12/2025

02/20, 02/27, 03/06/2025

The Town of Warren
Senior Center Roof 

Replacement Project
2252 Main Street 

West Warren
The Town of Warren is seeking 

sealed bids for its Senior Center 
Asphalt Shingle Roof Replace-
ment Project which will be re-
ceived at the Office of the Town 
Administrator, Attn: Jim Ferrera, 
48 High Street, P.O. Box 609, 
Warren, MA, 01083-0609, until 
the time specified below at which 
the bids will be publicly opened 
and read.

Specifications and bid forms 
may be obtained at the Office of 
the Town Administrator, 48 High 
Street, second floor, Warren, MA 
01083, Monday through Thurs-
day between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. or by emailing Jim Ferrera, 
Town Administrator at townad-
ministrator@warren-ma.gov.

All Work must be completed 
by no later than Friday, May 30, 
2025.

Bids will be due / opened in 
the Office of the Town Admin-
istrator on March 25, 2025, at 
2:00p.m. Each Bid must be ac-
companied by a bid security con-
sisting of a BID BOND, CASH,

or CERTIFIED CHECK issued 
by a responsible bank or trust 
company in the amount of 5% of 
the bid price.

A performance bond in an 
amount equal to 100 percent of 
the total amount of the contract 
price with a surety company qual-
ified to do business in the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts will 
be required for the faithful perfor-
mance of the contract, as well as 
a labor and materials bond in an 
amount equal to 100 percent of 
the total contract price.

All bids for this project are sub-
ject to applicable public bidding 
laws of Massachusetts, includ-
ing, but not limited to G.L. c.149, 
§§44A-44H, as amended.

Attention is directed to the 
minimum wage rates to be paid as 
determined by the Commissioner 
of Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment and the weekly payroll 
record submittal requirements un-
der the provisions of Massachu-
setts General Laws, Chapter 149, 
Section 26 through 27D inclusive.

Selection of the contractor will 
be based upon bidder qualifica-
tions, including evidence of past 
performance in similar projects, 
and bid price. The contract will be 
awarded to the bidder deemed by 
the awarding authority to be the 
lowest responsible and eligible 
bidder.

The bidder agrees that its bid 
shall be good and may not be 
withdrawn for a period of 30 
days, Saturdays, Sundays and le-
gal holidays excluded, after the 
opening of the bids.

The Town reserves the right to 
waive any informalities, to accept 
or reject, in whole or in part, any 
or all bids, or take whatever other 
action may be deemed to be in the 
best interest of the Town.

The Town of Warren
James J. Ferrera, 

Town Administrator
02/27, 03/06/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Ware River News

public notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

HARDWICK – The Paige 
Memorial Library is celebrat-
ing Hardwick and there is 
much to celebrate.  

Hardwick is 286 years 
old and the Paige Memorial 
Library building is  120 
years old, but the libraries 
in Hardwick were organized 
before 1905. Library staff will 
tell the story of Hardwick’s 
love of libraries, the generos-
ity of those who provided for 
the libraries, and lots of fun 
history of what life was like 
in the past through activities, 
programs, and stories online.  

There are so many inter-
esting tales to be told.  

Do you have a family story 
or an idea for a program?  
Will you join our baseball 
team to oppose the Westfield 
Wheelmen on June 7 in a 
game using vintage rules?  

Please share your ideas 
and perhaps your energy.  Be 
part of the planning and the 
fun.  Call 413-477-6704 or 
email director.paigelibrary@
gmail.com or stop in at 87 
Petersham Road.

Have you experienced the 
Paige Library MakerSpace?  

The library offers weekly art 
workshops or workspace for 
your creative activities.  

Registration is welcome so 
we can plan, but feel free to 
drop-in on Tuesday at 6 p.m. 
On any Tuesday you might 
bring your own art project or 
craft or try drawing, painting, 
printmaking, or collage, or 
ask for assistance in a partic-
ular medium.  

Come try Calligraphy on 
March 4 and 11 and Pysanky 
on April 1 and 8, but please 
register for these. Call 413-
477-6704 or email director.

paigelibrary@gmail.com or 
stop in.

Ongoing activities offered 
at the Paige currently include 
the Paige Book Club, the 
weekly Story Hour with art 
and science activities, the 
monthly Cookbook Club, the 
bi-monthly Paige Writers, and 
knitting for adults with Pam 
Hinckley March 1, 8, 15, and 
22 from 11 a.m.-noon.

Bring your own project. 
For more information, contact 
Pam by calling 413-477-6004 
or email pahinckley@gmail.
com.

Paige Memorial Library lists upcoming programs

WARE – The Friends of 
Ware Town Hall announced 
their annual Lotto Calendar 
campaign is beginning. 

Calendars are $10 each, 
with drawings beginning 
April 1 and ending April 30 
and prizes range from $25-
$500.  

Calendars are being sold 
locally at the following loca-
tions: Changes Hair Salon, 
Crystal Springs Dairy Bar, 
It’s Wine O’clock, Moulton 
Insurance Agency, Nat Falk, 

Otto Florist, Platform Hair 
Design, Silhouettes on Main, 
Talk of the Town, This n That 
2, Ware Library, Ware River 
Club, Ware Senior Center, 
Ware Town Hall ,  Town 
Clerk’s Office and Wilton 
Children’s Store.

Anyone from out of town 
wishing to purchase a calen-
dar may do so by mailing a 
check for $10 for each calen-
dar to: Friends of Ware Town 
Hall, P.O. Box 692, Ware, 
MA 01082.  

Friends of Ware Town Hall offer 
spring 2025 lotto calendars 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

VOTED #1 APPLIANCE STORE 
IN WORCESTER COUNTY 
4 YEARS IN A ROW!!! 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!!!

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Your dream home is out there, 
and it’s ready to spill all its secrets. Step one? 
Find an agent who listens to what you want. 

I WOULD LIKE TO BE THAT AGENT. 
Call or email me and let’s talk.

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

TOWN: EAST BROOKFIELD, MA
PRICE REDUCED! Now $399,000 – Step into the timeless 
beauty of The Slayton Homestead circa 1814, perfectly 
blending historical charm with modern convenience. 
Situated on 2.8 acres just off Route 9, this property offers 
the ideal balance of commuter ease and backyard privacy. 
The spacious kitchen, with beautiful exposed beams, leads 
to a formal dining room featuring a cozy fireplace—perfect for entertaining. The living room also 
boasts a charming fireplace, adding warmth and character. The first floor features a bedroom, 
providing flexibility and convenience. Upstairs, three generously sized bedrooms each have 
their own fireplaces, creating a cozy retreat in every room. Outside, equestrian enthusiasts will 
love the 3 stalls, riding ring, turnout, and round pen—a true dream come true! Don’t miss the 
opportunity to own this enchanting home with endless possibilities! 

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Think Spring!

April 27 ........Some Like it Hot at PPAC...............$120
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

APRIL 2025
A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

DISTRIBUTED IN
ALL 12 TURLEY
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

PAINT  •  WALLPAPER  •  CROWN MOULDING  

REMODELS  •  MAKEOVERS  •  FURNITURE  •  APPLIANCES

HEATING  • COOLING  •  PLUMBING  •  ELECTRICAL  

PELLET STOVES  •  FIREPLACES • REPAIRS  

MAINTENANCE  •  CURTAINS  •  BLINDS

UPHOLSTERY • CARPET  •  HARDWOOD FLOORS 

TILING•  LAMINATE  •  DECKS • PATIOS  •  GARDENS  

SPAS •  LIGHTING •  TREES  •  FLOWERS  • BUSHES  

ACCENT PLANTS  •  SEASONAL DECOR  •  GRILLS

FIREPITS  •  OUTDOOR SPACES  •  FURNITURE 

HANDYMAN • MAID SERVICES   •  CARPENTERS 

INSECT CONTROL • EFFICIENCY EXPERTS

ORGANIZERS  •  QUICK FIXES

homehomespring
homehome||  gardengarden  ||  lawn lawn ||  familyfamily

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Daily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
6 Big Screen TVs To Watch!

Prime Rib & Prime Rib & 
Fresh SeafoodFresh Seafood
Best Pizza In Town!Best Pizza In Town!

508-886-4771
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS: 

WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM

Ladd’s
RESTAURANT & LOUNGERESTAURANT & LOUNGE

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
Great Food, Great Drinks, 

Great Service & Great People!

Check Out Our Specials at 
www.laddsrestaurant.net

CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE 
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!

BARRE – A blood drive 
will take place on Thursday, 
Feb. 27 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
at Quabbin Regional Middle 
High School, 800 South St., 
in the high school gymna-
sium.

Ellie Frost, a senior at 
Quabbin Regional High 
School, is putting on a 

blood drive at the high 
school in partnership with 
the Rhode Island Blood 
Center. 

Walk-ins are welcome if 
space permits, but they ask 
people to sign up at ribc.
org/drives and use sponsor 
code M102.

Sixteen year old donors 

need parent/guardian per-
mission. Permission slips 
are available at ribc.org/per-
mission. 

Donors should eat, drink 
and bring ID with their 
name and photo. Blood 
donation takes about an 
hour. People may also call 
800-283-8385.

Blood drive to take place at QRHS Feb. 27
BELCHERTOWN – The 

Les and Terry Campbell 
Quabbin Visitor Center, 100 
Winsor Dam Road, will host a 
hybrid presentation, “Quabbin 
Reservoir and Watershed 
Protection” on Sunday, March 
2 from 2-3 p.m. 

Engineering,  forestry, 
wildlife and aquatic biol-
ogy, carpentry, mowing and 

snowplowing…how do all 
of these things combine to 
protect the water supply of 
over three million people in 
Massachusetts?  How does 
they benefit the region around 
the reservoir?  

This presentation from the 
Visitor Center staff explores 
how the many different goals 
of DCR staff all support one 

goal, Quabbin watershed pro-
tection. 

In person seating is limited 
to 45 people.   

In case of bad weather, the 
programs will only be held 
virtually.  Please register for 
any of these events by visit-
ing https://www.mass.gov/
locations/quabbin-reservoir/
events.

DCR hosts program on Quabbin Reservoir and watershed


