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WARE – Fire Chief James 
Martinez made a recommen-
dation to the Selectboard to 
discontinue the ambulance 
subscription program. 

Currently, residents pay 

$50 a year for the ambulance 
subscription program, which 
prevents the department from 
balance billing any additional 
costs not covered by insur-
ance.

At the Feb. 17 meeting, 
he said the program was suc-
cessful when it first came 
out, and it didn’t impact the 

department from a financial 
standpoint as much as it does 
today.

“We were not experienc-
ing quite as many people 
using the service multiple 
times over the course of the 
year,” Martinez. 

Martinez shared billing 
offset data from the years 

2024 and 2025. In 2024 there 
were 98 subscriptions total-
ing $4,900 with offsets of 
$9,391.81 leaving a net loss 
of $4,491.81. In 2025, there 
were 113 subscriptions for a 
net loss of $4,026.98.

He said while the num-
bers are not dramatic, he 
was concerned about the 

financial impact of frequent 
ambulance trips to housing 
developments. He said the 
department responded to 
Cedarbrook 1.8 times a day 
last year for a total of 657 
calls.

“Of that, 462 we were 
able to cover, 195 we did not 
or we lost…35 transports and 

115 lift assists, which are not 
revenue-generating things for 
us,” he said. “They still gen-
erate a cost to the town by 
going out.”

These costs include wear 
and tear on vehicles, over-
time for staffing and more.

Fire Chief shared concerns about high call volume

Wildlife on Wheels
returned to Ware Library

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

HARDWICK – The Select 
Board continued to address 
open meeting law com-
plaints at their meeting last 
Wednesday, where emotions 
boiled over for much of the 
meeting. 

William Tinker,  Vice-
Chair of the select board, 
said there are multiple meet-
ing minutes from past meet-
ings which have not been 
approved and posted to the 
town website. Tinker made an 
inventory of missing minutes, 
and said there are multiple 
open session and executive 
session meetings that have 
not been approved, dating 
as far back as May of 2024 
for executive sessions, and 
February of 2025 for open 
sessions. 

According to Tinker, it is 
required by law to post min-
utes within a timely manner. 
Tinker called for the board to 
pass a policy or regulation to 
ensure the board stays current 
on their meeting minutes

Select  Board member 
Jeffrey Schaaf said every 
Select Board meeting except 
for one is posted on the 
Hardwick YouTube page, and 
available for public viewing. 
Schaaf said he agrees that it 
is lawful to post minutes, but 
suggested since most meet-
ings are on YouTube, it is not 
as urgent. 

Tinker said it is inaccurate 

Open 
meeting 
law 
complaints 
addressed

By Keith Davies
Coordinator, Chicopee 

4Rivers Watershed Council 
Guest Contributor

Editor’s Note: This is 
the third and final part in a 
multi-part series about the 
Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed 
Council.

So, what’s next for these 
four  r ivers :  Swif t , 
Ware, Quaboag, and 

Chicopee? C4R has got the 
ball rolling, but it won’t keep 
rolling if there is no push 
behind it. 

Who pushes? Leaders and 
volunteers, communities.

During 2026, C4R will 
hold a series of community 
information sessions to high-
light our potential and vision. 
The first will be a spring 
kick-off event at the Palmer 
Historical Cultural Center, 
2072 Main St., in Three 
Rivers on Sunday, March 22 
at 2 p.m.

Throughout the year, C4R 
will have fun paddles, nature 
paddles, clean ups (suggested 
sites?), water quality moni-
toring, and more. 

We hope to post on our 
website our events schedule 
by March 22. These events 
and the meetings will be a 
good opportunity to see our 
rivers, meet others and hear 
how we can together Care 4 
rivers-C4R.

Our needs: we need to 
strengthen our leadership 
team, add qualified and com-
mitted people to help with 
organizational, communica-
tion, database and financial 
management. People with 
water resource and aquat-
ic biological savvy can also 
help. We have reached a 

DV task force 
celebrated major 
milestones over 
25 years

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Ware River 
Valley Domestic Violence 
Task Force celebrated its 
25th anniversary last year, 
and its members are continu-

ing its mission to prevent and 
respond to domestic violence 
in the community.

Since i t  was formed 
in 2000, the task force has 
partnered with the towns of 
Ware, Warren and Hardwick 
to form a network of agen-
cies, organizations, commu-
nity members and allies to 
provide support for survivors 
of domestic violence.

Monica Moran, coordina-
tor of the Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task 
Force, said many people saw 
a need in the community, and 
decided to band together.

“I think there was a con-
cern in the community, 
that people couldn’t access 
resources,” she said.

In the first year of the task 
force, over 200 commu-
nity members and 
local profession-
als – ranging from 
police officers to 
healthcare pro-
viders to teachers 
– received train-
ing to identify and 
respond to domestic 
violence. 

Melissa Hutchins, 
who is a member of the task 
force through the Behavioral 
Health Network, said it’s 
this diverse membership that 
keeps the task force growing.

“Any kind of collabora-
tion makes you better and 
stronger, and reach more 
people,” she said. 

By 2004, two Ware Police 
officers were desig-

nated as the depart-
ment’s  domest ic 

violence liaisons, 
and now, each 
town’s depart-

men t  r ece ives 
regular  training 

th rough  the  t ask 
force .  Later  th is 
spring, police officers 

will participate in a 
training about coercive con-
trol legislation and domestic 
violence resources. 

This  t ra in ing  comes 
after changes were made 
to the abuse prevention law 
known as chapter 209A of 

Healthy relationships, healthy community

Turley File Photo
Ware High School Domestic Violence Task Force members 
led the annual Domestic Violence Awareness Walk down 
Pulaski Street in 2023.

The Next 
Watershed 
Moments...

Meatball the 
lionhead  rabbit 
visited the Ware 

Library during 
the Wildlife 

on Wheels 
program.

Submitted Photos
Cheese the rooster 

visited friends at 
the Ware Library.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Ware 
Library welcomed the 
animal ambassadors of 
Wildlife on Wheels during 
school vacation week. 

Wildlife on Wheels 
is an educational out-
reach program from the 
Zoo in Forest Park out in 
Springfield. 

Bringing Wildlife on 
Wheels is Animal Keeper 

and Educator, Cameron 
Gilbert. Children’s Room 
Librarian, Cathy Goulet, 
had over 40 sign ups for 
Wildlife on Wheels. The 
event was held inside the 
Reading Room of the 
Ware Library as the stage 
was set for these animal 
ambassadors.

The first animal friend 
to appear was Monty the 
ball python. Gilbert held 

Please see WARE BOS, 
page 5

Please see OPEN 
MEETING, page 7

Please see DV TASK, page 6

Please see WATERSHED, 
page 7

Please see WILDLIFE, 
page 15
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo 

from 2021 showed 
Workshop13 members 
Roc Goudreau, Loretta 

Medeiros, Chris and 
Lisa Dimarzio and Pat 

Goudreau at the Annual 
Northeast Fine Arts 

exhibition.
They were correctly 

identified by Lynn Park. 

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons
www.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

JP McCarthy & Sons is now 
hiring great van drivers to 
help transport the students 
of the Quabbin Regional 
School District. 

Beginning July 1, 2026, 
McCarthy will be adding 
van service to serve the 
District.  Vanpool drivers 
are encouraged to apply 
and will get preferred 
assignments! 

Email your interest to:
jobs@mccarthybus.com

JOIN THE 
TEAM!TEAM!

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to 
the store are only accepted 
by Sue LaBarge, who can 
be reached by calling 413-
544-1574.

ACTIVITIES
Thursday, Feb. 26

•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

•	 9 a.m. Walking Club 
(weather permitting)

•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
for Beginners

•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Feb. 27
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat 
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)
 

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless 
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Thursday, Feb. 26
Beef and Broccoli over 

Rice, Tossed Salad, Dessert 
of the Day

Friday, Feb. 27
Baked Fish, O’Brien 

Potatoes, Veggie of the 
Day, Dessert of the Day

Ware Senior Center 
NEWS

WARE – Beaver Lake 
Club Corporation of Ware 
announces its annual Louis 
H. Healy Scholarship of up 
to $1000. 

These scholarships will 
be presented to deserving 
high school seniors or cur-
rent college students who 
are residents of the town of 
Ware or who are a member 
of the Beaver Lake Club 
Community. 

The scholarship is given in 
the memory of Louis Healy a 
long time and well- respected 
member of the Beaver Lake 
community and the town 
of Ware. Lou was an active 
leader and participant in both 
town and community matters 
and his family and friends 
continue to celebrate his 
thoughts, ideals, and memory 
by awarding this yearly aca-
demic scholarship. 

The application deadline 
is April 17, 2026 and applica-
tions must be postmarked by 
that date. The selected recip-
ient will be and the scholar-
ships will be awarded in early 
June. 

Applications and informa-
tion can be obtained by send-
ing an email to ctrietsch22@
gmail.com or by mailing a 
request to BLCC: P.O. Box 
253, Ware, MA 01082

Beaver Lake Club Corporation offers scholarship

Open burning 
permits 
available 

WARE – Open burning 
season is open now through 
April 30, during the hours of 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Permits will be available 
online only at ware.fireper-
mits.com. In order to obtain 
a burning permit, please go 
to ware.firepermits.com and 
register for the site.

If you are already regis-
tered for the site from last 
year’s season, you only need 
to log in and apply for a 2026 
burn permit.

Please make sure you link 
your bank account for UniPay 
for a smoother process. The 
bank requires time to process 
your payment and your per-
mit will be inactive until pay-
ment is approved.

Cash will not be accept-
ed at the fire station for a 
burn permit. All processing 
fees are required through the 
online website.

WARE – Country Bank 
announced the appointments 
of Ted Noonan, President of 
Noonan Energy, as 
Chairman of the 
Board, and Steve 
Musso ,  f o rmer 
COO of FinPro, as 
Vice Chair of the 
Board. 

Both appoint-
ments reflect the 
bank’s continued 
commitment  to 
strong governance, 
strategic leader-
ship, and long-
term stability.

Noonan  suc-
c e e d s  J a m e s 
Phaneuf, who has 
served as Chairman 
of the Board for 
the past four years. 
Phaneuf will con-
tinue serving on the 
board, providing 
valuable institution-
al knowledge and 
ongoing leadership 
support.

“Ted’s appoint-
ment as Chairman 
br ings  thought -
ful, steady leader-
ship at a time when com-
munity banking contin-
ues to evolve,” said Mary 
McGovern, President and 
CEO of Country Bank. “His 
experience and deep under-
standing of our mission 
position him well to guide 
the board as we continue 
to focus on growth and on 
delivering on our strategic 
plan.”

 As Vice Chair, Musso 
will support the board’s 
leadership and governance, 

l everag ing  h i s 
experience and 
pe r spec t ive  to 
a d v a n c e  t h e 
bank’s strategic 
priorities. “Steve’s 
collaborative lead-
ership style and 
industry knowl-
edge make him an 
excellent choice 
for Vice Chair,” 
s a i d  P h a n e u f . 
“Together,  Ted 
and Steve will 
help ensure con-
tinuity,  strong 
oversight,  and 
alignment with 
our  long- term 
vision. I am con-
fident these two 
a p p o i n t m e n t s 
will strengthen 
the Board and the 
Bank for years to 
come.”

T h e  b o a r d 
also recognized 
Phaneuf for his 
29 years of lead-
ership and ser-

vice on the Board, includ-
ing four years as Chairman, 
and noted his role in guiding 
the bank through a period 
of change, growth, stability, 
and strategic focus. 

“Jim’s leadership as 
Chairman has been instru-
mental in strengthening the 
bank’s foundation,” said 
McGovern. “We are grate-
ful that he will continue to 

serve on the board and share 
his experience as we move 
forward.”

T h e s e  l e a d e r s h i p 
appointments underscore 
Country Bank’s commit-
ment to sound governance 
and to being Made to Make 
a Difference for its custom-
ers, communities, and stake-
holders.

About Country Bank
Established in 1850, 

Country Bank has a rich 
history of supporting per-
sonal and business banking 
customers through financial 
solutions with FDIC and 
DIF insurance for added 
security. 

Coun t ry  Bank  i s  a 
full-service $2 billion mutu-
al community bank serv-
ing Central and Western 
Massachusetts  with 15 
banking centers and two 
business offices in Ware, 
Palmer, West Brookfield, 
Brimfield, Belchertown, 
Wilbraham, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Char l ton ,  Spr ingfie ld , 
Uxbridge and Worcester. 

With a commitment to 
personalized service and 
community involvement, 
Country Bank offers indi-
viduals, businesses, and 
municipalities a comprehen-
sive range of banking prod-
ucts and services. Country 
Bank is a member of FDIC, 
DIF, and the SUM network. 

Country Bank can be 
reached at 800-322-8233 or 
online at countrybank.com.

Steve Musso, 
former COO of 
FinPro as Vice 
Chair of the 

Board.

Country Bank announced new 
chair and vice chair of board

Ted Noonan, 
President of 

Noonan Energy 
as Chairman of 

the Board.

Suicide awareness 
walk returns to 
Grenville Park 
May 2

W A R E  – 
During Mental 
Health Awareness 
M o n t h ,  c o m -
m u n i t y  m e m -
bers  and  s tu -
dents from Ware 
Public Schools, will gather 
at Grenville Park for the third 
annual Out of the Darkness 
Campus Walk to benefit the 
American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention.

The 5K walk will be held 
at Grenville Park, 73 Church 
St., on Saturday, May 2, 
with check-in starting at 9 
a.m. and the walk at 10 a.m. 

People can register at afsp.
org/ware or scan the QR 
code.

This event was established 
in 2024 by School Resource 
Officer Jeannine Bonnayer 

and Ware Public 
S c h o o l s  F o o d 
Service Manager 
Kristen Murphy, 
to help to bring 
awareness to and 
start a conversa-
tion about sui-
cide. In March of 

2023, Murphy’s son Ethan 
Donnelly died by suicide at 
the age of 24. 

Murphy died in February 
of 2025, after a brief but 
fierce battle with a rare and 
aggressive cancer. This walk 
fundraiser was a cause very 
close to her heart, and a way 
she could honor her son’s 
memory. 

Hope Walks Here Town Clerk 
releases 2026 
dog licensing 
information

WARE – Massachu-
setts State Law, Chapter 
140, §137, requires that 
all dogs six months of 
age shall be licensed 
each year.

Dog licenses are now 
available for sale and 
must be purchased by 
Tuesday, March 31. 

If you are licens-
ing in person the Town 
Clerk’s Office will be 
open Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
each week during busi-
ness hours. Town Hall 

Please see DOG 
LICENSE, page 7
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CORNED BEEF & 
CABBAGE DINNER

Sunday, March 8th, 2026
Sponsored by The

SONS of AMVETS Squadron 74
2150 Main Street Three Rivers

Curb-Side Pick-Up Only
Serving 12 Noon to 2:00 PM 

“ While Supply Lasts ”
Price: $15.00

DRIVE-IN  /  PLACE  ORDER
PAY  /  PICK-UP

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, February 28th
7pm-10pm

Uncle Country

Upcoming Events
Saturday, March 14th

7pm-11pm

Malarky
Traditional
Irish Music

EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke
EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

Want to sell your home but don’t know 
where to start? Call 508 330 7344 

for a free, no obligation consultation today!
• Use someone you know and trust for the biggest transaction of 

your life!
• Local Realtor from a local family, Dawn Slattery Szczygiel
• Certified Negotiation Expert with a Master’s degree from 

Columbia University and formal education in contract negotiation
• Experienced in renovation of homes to maximize profit
• One free day of handyman work when you list your home for sale 

with me!

www.Dawnismyagent.com

community

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Director  of 
Student Services Dr. Ginger 
Coleman gave an update to 
the School Committee about 
the special education audit 
that was held in March of last 
year. 

One of the findings in the 
audit was about the filing 
of student records. She said 
all of the reorganization was 
completed last summer and 
the system is color coded and 
contains three years worth of 
active files. 

At the Feb. 11 meeting, 
Coleman said the reorganiza-
tion has been wonderful and 
has helped streamline their 
system. She said they have 
also worked on improving the 
organization of their archived 
files. 

Another finding in the 
audit was regarding the use 
of evidence based evaluations.

“We use all  evidence 
based evaluations unless of 
course we need to switch to 
a dynamic assessment, but 
that would be only after any 
standardized measure had 
been attempted and then been 
unsuccessful,” she said.

In terms of instruction-
al support and substitutes, 
Coleman said she reviews 
every schedule and offers 
feedback to the administrative 
team.

“I look at every schedule 
of special ed. to make sure 
we’re aligned, we’re in com-
pliance,” she said. 

Coleman said processes 
are clear now, and they have 
been working well. 

For professional develop-
ment, Coleman said the spe-
cial education department 
has attended crisis prevention 
training. She said this train-
ing teaches staff de-escalation 
techniques and restraints for 
students in crisis.  

“We talked about different 
strategies that you can use to 
de-escalate a situation,” she 
said. 

Coleman said the school 
district is currently going 
through its civil rights and 
special education audit. She 
will be meeting with a repre-
sentative from the state and 
interviews and observations 
will be held this month.

Interim Superintendent 
Michael Wood said this is 
something that all school dis-
tricts have to go through. 

Coleman said the Special 
Education Parent Advisory 
Council  is  st i l l  holding 
monthly meetings, but that 
attendance is low. She wel-
comed and encouraged partic-
ipation from parents.

She  sa id  the  SEPAC 
recently had a presentation 
about youth substance use 
by the Behavioral Health 
Network.

Superintendent’s report
Wood said staff recent-

ly met to go over the school 
district’s safety plan and pro-
cedures. He said the school 
district has software called 
Raptor that includes the evac-
uation process and procedure.

“We went over that and 
just refreshed our memories,” 
he said. “We also talked about 
safety procedures in gen-
eral around entrance to our 
schools.”

Wood said they want to 
be as welcoming as possible, 
while still positively identi-
fying people entering the 
building, even if that person is 
known by the staff.

“We’re going to try to get 
back in the practice of asking 
everybody for their ID and 
show it in the camera in the 
door,” he said. 

Signage will be purchased 
to alert people of the ques-
tions that will be asked when 
they arrive to pick up a stu-
dent. He said these are the 
same questions that staff have 
always asked of new people 
picking up students. 

Wood said they are also 
making sure information in 
the iPass system is up-to-date 
and accurate. He said the staff 
keep written record as backup 
as well. 

Wood said the ventila-
tor project at Ware Middle 
School is almost finished and 
that the thermostats are work-
ing as well. He said there is 
a metal plate that needs to be 
rebuilt to complete the proj-
ect.

He said they are working 
to fill vacant positions in the 
school district, including a 
speech pathologist. He said 
Coleman reached out to an 
agency to continue these ser-
vices for students. 

Wood said they have 
a candidate for the eighth 
grade math teacher position, 
through the agency. He said 
they recently hired a long-
term substitute teacher for the 
computer science class at the 
high school.

Wood said they are work-
ing to finalize a draft of 
the fiscal year 2027 bud-
get to present to the School 
Committee.

He said he attended a 
regional meeting of school 
superintendents and munici-
pal officials to get an update 
on the Governor’s budget 
proposal, and how communi-
ties are addressing financial 
cliffs. A luncheon will be held 
with the legislative group in 
March.

“We need to help inform 
them of the needs that we 
have as school districts 
around Circuit Breaker, spe-
cial education transportation, 
which really effect every-
body; and then Rural Aid 
which Ware used to get but 
we no longer do because we 
don’t meet the criteria…the 
state really just has not fund-
ed it at a level that makes a 
huge difference,” he said. 

High school
 principal position

Wood sa id  Ass i s tan t 
Principal Megan Sears will be 
appointed to serve as acting 
Principal in Ware Jr./Sr. High 
School for the remainder of 
this school year into the 2026-
2027 school year. 

“A high school principal is 
hard to find and she has gra-
ciously accepted,” Wood said. 

Superintendent search
Mel Whitham, chair of the 

superintendent search sub-
committee, said they inter-
viewed four candidates, and 
they will soon be deciding 
which candidates to present 
to the School Committee for 
final interviews.

Use of facilities approval
The School Committee 

approved the use of the 
school grounds for the town’s 
annual fireworks display to 
be held on Saturday, Aug. 1. 
Rain date for the fireworks 
will be Sunday, Aug. 2.

STM to 
be held 
March 2

Staff Report

WARE – The Selectboard 
decided to proceed with 
Special Town Meeting on 
Monday, March 2.  

Despite the absence of 
state-certified free cash, 
Selectboard member Kenneth 
Willette stated that the town 
has other funding sources and 
needs to move forward with 
town business. Other board 
members agreed that the 
Stabilization Fund could be 
utilized for some of the arti-
cles.

The articles on the posted 
warrant to be considered are 
articles 2, 7, 8 , 12 and 13.  
Article 2 will provide funds to 
departments for current fiscal 
year shortfalls.  Specifically 
funds will be used for the 
Treasurer’s department for 
postage and tax title work, for 
the sewer department for staff-
ing, and for the water depart-
ment for system maintenance.

Article 7 will authorize 
the spending needed for the 
restoration of the park roads 
in Grenville Park.  The town 
has received a grant that will 
pay for seventy percent of the 
project.  The total project costs 
$82,500.

A r t i c l e  8  w i l l  f u n d 
$127,000 to replace three 
s l u d g e  p u m p s  a t  t h e 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

Article 12 provides addi-
tional funding for the chiller 
system at the Ware High 
School. Town Meeting orig-
inally voted $250,000 for 
the project, but bids for the 
replacement system came in 
high requiring an additional 
$300,000.

Article 13 will provide 
$200,000 for the fire hydrant 
repairs of the past two years.   
Thirty-four hydrants in poor 
condition have been replaced.

In the event that free cash 
is certified by the end of this 
week, additional articles 
including design for the Reed 
Memorial Swimming Pool 
and funds to preserve farm-
land may be considered.  If 
free cash is approved later, 
it will be used to restore the 
Stabilization Fund.

Special Town Meeting is 
scheduled for Monday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Ware High School 
Auditorium.  A quorum of 80 
voting residents is required.

School Committee heard 
special education update

WARE – Workshop13 
welcomes award-winning 
songwriter John John 
Brown for a performance 
of his emotionally rich 
live show, “Songs, Stories, 
& Art: Lessons From 
Strangers.” 

T h i s  a l l - a g e s 
event  takes  place in 
Workshop13’s  Grand 
Hall at 13 Church St. on 
Saturday, Feb. 28. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. and the per-
formance begins at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $15 and 
are available at www.
workshop13.org.

In recent years, Brown 
has been chosen as a 
Kerrville New Folk win-
ner and an Emerging 
Artist at the Falcon Ridge 
Folk Festival. Most nota-
bly, in concert, he is 
known for mixing sto-
rytelling songs with the 
visual arts creating “an 

imaginative musical per-
formance woven into a 
unique visual experience.” 

With only a guitar, a 
projector, and a storytell-
er’s heart, Brown guides 
audiences through 14 
compelling character por-
traits – each one brought 
to life with original hand-
drawn comics and narra-
tive-driven songs. It’s part 
concert, part illustrated 
story hour, and unlike any-
thing else on stage today.

About Workshop13
Wo r k s h o p 1 3  i s  a 

dynamic center where 
arts, culture, and commu-
nity converge –expand-
ing access to the arts and 
nurturing creativity and 
self-expression in our 
rural region.  For more 
information visit work-
shop13.org, or call 413-
277-6072. 

Submitted Photo
John John Brown will perform “Songs, Stories & 
Art: Lessons From Strangers” at Workshop13 on 
Saturday, Feb. 28.

John John Brown brings ‘Songs, 
Stories, & Art’ to Workshop13

WARE – The Ware 
Polar Plunge 
f u n d r a i s -
er to benefit 
t h e  S p e c i a l 
O l y m p i c s 
will be held 
on Saturday, 
March 21 at 
West Beach – 
Beaver Lake.

This event is weather/

ice dependent. It is subject 
to change if the 
ice is not melt-
ed. 

Check-in for 
the plunge is at 
11 a.m. and the 
plunge will take 
place at noon. 

To register, 
scan the QR code or visit 
www.polarplungema.org. 

Polar Plunge to benefit Special 
Olympics on March 21
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Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

As I write, we are 
expecting a blizzard. 
More snow in a win-

ter that has already provided 
plenty, at least in my 
humble opinion.  

Instead of focusing 
on all of that depress-
ing news, why don’t 
we “think spring” by 
focusing on bulbs that 
appear just as the snow 
is melting.  

Perhaps the earli-
est and best known of 
the spring harbingers 
is the Snowdrop (Galanthus 
nivalis).  Toughened points 
on the leaf tips make it possi-
ble for the snowdrop to push 
through the crusty soil of late 
winter. Two or three strappy 
leaves grow from each bulb; 
most often there is just one 
flower.  

You’ll notice three white 
outer petals first and upon 
closer inspection you’ll see 
green tipped inner petals. The 
flowers are held on the stem 
in a nodding fashion and in 
my experience they stay in 
bloom for upwards of three 
weeks.  

Reportedly they are well 
adapted for bees, at least 
those that are brave enough 
to venture out of the hive in 
search of pollen during the 
warmest days of late winter!   

Snowdrops will natu-
ralize if happy, increasing 
in numbers both above and 
below the ground! Although 
we “deadhead” most bulbs, 
keeping spent flower heads 
of this genus in place will 
allow seeds to ripen and new 
plants to form. It is interest-
ing to observe the process of 
a snowdrop self-sowing.  

Once the flower has gone 
by a large seed will form; 
because of its weight, the 
stem will bend toward the 

ground dropping its ripe seed 
at a perfect distance from the 
mother plant. Under no cir-
cumstances should the foli-

age of a bulb be removed 
until it is brown and dry.  

It may not be the most 
beautiful to look at, but all 
the while that it is green it is 
making and storing food for 
next year’s flowers.  

G l o r y  o f  t h e  S n ow 
(Chionodoxa luciliae) is also 
one of the first spring bulbs 
to appear, sometimes right 
through the melting snow. 
Most common in periwin-
kle blue with a white center, 
these six inch tall, six petaled 
flowers also appear in pink 
and white.  

They thrive in full to part 
sun situations, whether it be 
the rock garden, at the base 
of shrubs or deciduous trees 
or even when planted in the 
lawn! They naturalize easi-
ly, forming large colonies by 
bulb offsets and self-sowing. 
They are deer resistant.  

Glory of the Snow stay 
in bloom upwards of two 
weeks, maybe longer if tem-
peratures don’t spike. Like 
other spring bloomers, the 
bulbs go dormant after the 
foliage ripens. It does not 
stick around long enough to 
be much of an eyesore in the 
garden.  

One word of caution for 
those looking for the blue 
flowered lawn effect:  don’t 

mow until the foliage has 
yellowed or mow high to 
miss the foliage.

Another one of my favor-
ite harbingers is the 
Snow Crocus (Crocus 
tommasinianus). Not 
to be confused with 
the large Dutch crocus, 
Snow Crocus is typi-
cally lilac in color and 
has white stems.  

They grow about 
three inches tall and 
naturalize well with 
daughter corms form-

ing around the mother corm. 
They are both squirrel and 
deer resistant.  

Native to Hungary, Snow 
Crocus are sometimes called 
“Tommies” thanks to their 
species name, which was a 
tribute to Muzio G. Spirito 
de Tommasini, a Hungarian 
botanist. Years ago we had 
these beauties in a sequence 
of spring bloomers that start-
ed with Snow Drops, moved 
on to the Snow Crocus, then 
on to a Daffodil and then 
finally the Spanish bluebell.  
The combination spanned 
March through May.  

Just the thought of that 
versus what we are expect-
ing in terms of weather has 
lightened my mood some; 
I hope it has done the same 
for you.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held 
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@tur-
ley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject 
line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Snow flowers for an impending storm

At the last  Town 
Meeting on Nov. 
17, 2025, the Reed 

Pool Subcommittee spon-
sored an article to borrow 
$200,000 to complete 
design and estimates for a 
new swimming pool and 
operating costs. 

This  project  would 
include add-ons for a 
splash pad, temporary 
enclosure for added use 
hours, parking, security, 
and bathhouse. It would 
also address safety and 
sewage problems, which 
should be the responsibili-
ty of the Water and Sewer 
Division of our DPW. 

At the time of this meet-
ing Free Cash had not been 
certified by the State, and 
several articles had to be 
tabled to the upcoming 
meeting on March 2.

We had hoped that the 
town would borrow the 
funds requested so we 
could have a plan ready for 
the Annual Town Meeting 
in May 2026. That was not 
to be. 

67 out of a mere 130 
attendees voted against 
borrowing the funds. We 
have over 7,000 registered 
voters in town. 

Whi le  campaigning 
for Park Commissioner, I 
spoke with many people, 
a majority of which were 
asking for the reopening 
of our swimming pool. So, 
we will try again. We plan 
to use newly found funds, 
reduce costs, and request 
$90,000 from Free Cash 
for this article. 

Years ago, Ware resi-
dents had several choices 
for recreational swimming: 
Red’s off Malboeuf Road, 
Sandy Bottoms on Upper 
North Street, Snow’s Pond 
on Pleasant Street, and the 
Reed Swimming Pool on 
West Main Street. Over 
the years these swimming 
areas closed one by one 
leaving only the Reed Pool 

until its closure in 2018, 
and with that, the end of 
swimming and water safety 
lessons for the children of 
Ware.

The Town of  Ware 
seems to have an image 
problem, and the more 
things we can do to let peo-
ple see us in a more posi-
tive light, the better. 

We need to grow our 
community. Only a few 
new homes were built this 
past year. We need to show 
families why Ware is a 
good place to live and raise 
their children. I am urging 
townspeople to attend this 
meeting and make them-
selves heard.

There is another arti-
c le  sponsored by the 
Selectboard that would 
have the pool filled in and 
the buildings razed under 
the guise of safety.  The 
design ideas currently in 
consideration suggest using 
some of these buildings 
and the existing footprint 
of the pool to keep costs 
down.  

If the pool were to be 
filled in and the buildings 
razed, that would effective-
ly put the pool project “on 
the back burner” and add 
significant cost increases to 
any future proposals.

Ware has always been 
known as “The Town 
That Can’t Be Licked.” 
However, with the clos-
ing of the Reed Pool, 
our hospital, and the giv-
ing of Mary Lane land 
and endowment funds to 
Baystate, it seems that all 
we’re doing is licking our 
wounds and giving up.

Please don’t be a nay 
sayer. There are many ways 
to make Ware a great place 
to live. Please attend our 
next Town Meeting and 
vote.

Thank you,
Ken Higney

Ware

New pool again!

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
My girlfriend is 65 

and she just enrolled in 
Medicare. 

She is still working 
full time as a nurse, but 
they are still deducting 
Medicare taxes from her 
paycheck. I thought as soon 
as you started Medicare, 
that they would no longer 
take any Medicare taxes 
from her paychecks. Is that 
not correct? 

Signed: Concerned 
Friend 

Dear Concerned Friend: 
Your understanding 

about Medicare payroll 
tax is, indeed, not correct. 
Medicare taxes are levied 
on everyone, who works 
and earns, regardless of 
whether or not they are 
currently enrolled in the 
Medicare program. That is 
how Medicare has worked 
since it was first enacted in 
the mid-1960s and how it 
still works today.  

For Your Information, 
everyone who works for an 
employer must pay Federal 
Insurance Contributions 
Act payroll tax of 7.65%. 
Most (6.2%) of that pay-
roll tax goes to support 
Social Security, but 1.45% 
goes to support Medicare 
Part A. Self-employed 
individuals must also pay 
this tax under the Self-

Employed Contributions 
Act, which is equivalent to 
FICA, except the self-em-
ployed individual must 
also pay the employer 
portion of the payroll tax. 
The Social Security por-
tion of the FICA/SECA 
tax has an earnings cap 
($184,500 in 2026), but 
there is no cap on earnings 
for the Medicare portion 
of the FICA/SECA pay-
roll tax. FYI, employers 
pay an equivalent amount 
of Social Security and 
Medicare taxes and the 
Medicare portion of the 
payroll tax is paid on all 
earnings. There is no cap 
on earnings from which 
the Medicare payroll tax is 
withheld. 

To ensure understand-
ing, Medicare Part A pro-
vides healthcare coverage 
for inpatient hospitaliza-
tion services and Medicare 
Part B provides coverage 
for outpatient medical ser-
vices (doctors, medical 
tests, etc.). That 1.45% of 
the FICA and SECA tax 
for the self-employed is 
paid by those who work 
to help fund the Medicare 
Part A program, which is 
premium-free for most 
Americans after age 65. 
For Medicare Part  B, 
there is a separate pre-

My friend is 65; shouldn’t she be 
exempt from Medicare payroll taxes?

On President’s Day I 
saw a northern flicker 
fly up into a tree as I 

traveled in Barre. 
The white rump patch was 

clearly visible. A Brimfield 
resident said he has a friend 
in Belchertown, who occa-
sionally has a flicker come to 
his suet feeder. Four or five 
bluebirds also frequent his 
suet feeder.

Northern flickers are a 
fairly, large woodpecker 
about 11 to 12 inches long. 
They are larger than a hairy 
woodpecker and smaller than 
a pileated woodpecker. 

They appear brownish 
overall with a white rump 
patch that’s is conspicuous in 
flight and often visible when 
they perch. The undersides 
of the wing and tail feathers 
are bright yellow for eastern 

birds or red for western birds. 
The brown plumage has black 
spots, barring and a black 
“bib.” The sexes are similar, 
but the male has a black mus-
tache.

Flickers spend a lot of time 
on the ground and like many 
woodpeckers fly in an undu-
lating up and down path with 
flapping and gliding. They 
make a repeated flicker or 

“wicka-wicka-wicka” call and 
a loud “kleeer.”

They inhabit open forests, 
woodlots, groves and semi-
open country. The female lays 
five to eight eggs sometimes 
more. Both sexes incubate the 
eggs with the male incubat-
ing at night and part of the 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Northern flicker

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 12

Please see SSI, page 13
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 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$189
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
1/2 PORK LOIN .....................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/26/26-3/3/262/26/26-3/3/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN IQF 

RAW SHRIMP 26/30 COUNT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG ...... 

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BATTERED &  BREADED 
ONION RINGS 2 LB BOX ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN RIGHT NOW

ASSORTED PASTA MEALS 16 OZ ..

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .............

box

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$189
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
SMOKED BEEF BRISKET ....
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN LOIN END or 
RIB END ROAST ....................

lb

lb
$399

$499

$199

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ......................$189

lb

$777
lb

BEEF
STRIPLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF lb

$139
lb

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH 

MEATY BEEF NECK BONES .
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE RABBIT .................

SOUP’S ON!
$555

lb

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

$659
lb

BEEF CHUCK ROAST 
or STEAK

CUTCUT
FREEFREE

  

Kelly Bado, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry

Eye Exams

Barre Opticians
395 Main St., Barre

978-355-2191

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Most Insurances Accepted

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

“That would negatively 
impact us to an outstanding 
level,” Martinez said. 

Martinez said increasing 
the cost of the subscription 
could initially reduce the net 
loss, but it may not solve the 
problem long term.

The board will continue 
discussion about the sub-
scription service as well as 
ambulance billing rates at a 
future meeting. The ambu-
lance billing rates have not 
increased for at least three 
years.

The chief will provide 
data from other towns which 
also utilize a subscription 
program.

Fire Department staffing
Martinez said the Fire 

Department had over 3,100 
calls in a year for the first 
time ever. He said when he 
came to the department 26 
years ago, call volume was 
under 1,000.

Staffing has also change, 
with far fewer call firefight-
ers and no per diem EMS 
staff. 

He said the department 
has a chief, deputy chief, 
18 full-time firefighters and 
seven call firefighters. Only 
one call firefighter is certified 
as an EMT.

“The shifts can drop and 
often do drop to a two-per-
son minimum,” Martinez 
said. “Most shifts are at least 
three-person.”

He said this only covers 
one ambulance, and not the 
second one that needs to be 

covered at all times due to 
the high call volume.

Martinez said last year, 
they were short on shifts for 
159 days and at minimum 
staffing for 42 days.

He said backfilling the 
shifts with staff getting paid 
overtime would cost the town 
about $239,940 just to main-
tain the staffing level they 
need to be at. He said they 
are relying on recall to han-
dle daily operations. 

Martinez said he recom-
mended doing a study to 
determine the staffing needs 
of the department. 

Request to rescind 
underride vote

Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley presented a request 
to the Selectboard to consid-

er putting forward an over-
ride question on the annual 
town election ballot in April 
to undo the underride which 
has been in place since 2023. 

He said the budget gap for 
fiscal year 2027 is approach-
ing $2 million. 

Beckley said many com-
munities are facing a budget 
gap and looking at overrides. 

The board members said 
they felt this question appear-
ing on the April ballot would 
be too short of notice to vot-
ers. 

Selectboard Chair Nancy 
Talbot said the question 
could also appear on the state 
election ballot in November. 

Comments and concerns
Cindy Allen Bourcier 

spoke about a need for 

more transparency from the 
Selectboard regarding com-
munication with Baystate 
Health.

“It would be great if 
when you have those meet-
ings if you could summarize 
something, put something 
into writing, there’s a lot of 
confusion concerning what 
is Baystate actually promis-
ing for when they open up a 
Convenient Care in the town 
of Ware,” she said. 

Bourcier said Baystate 
Health’s proposal for a 
Convenient Care location has 
“contradictory mixed mes-
sages” about what the site 
will offer in terms of services 
and hours of operation.

“We need black and white 
promises, commitments, 
from Baystate,” she said. 

“These things are concern-
ing.”

Ann Bigda asked if there 
would be changes made in 
how the Selectboard tracks 
progress on projects and 
shares information. She 
said Bourcier had previ-
ously made suggestions to 
the board on how to make 
improvements. 

Safe Streets grant
Beckley said the town was 

awarded a Safe Streets for 
All grant to make pedestrian 
and traffic improvements to 
the intersections of Pleasant 
and Church streets, Pleasant 
and North streets, as well as 
Anderson Road and Route 9.

WARE BOS from page 1

community

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Planning 
Board discussed a site 
plan review for an acces-
sory dwelling unit for 127 
Church St. 

An ADU is a residential 
unit located at the same lot 
as an existing single-family 
home or duplex. 

Speaking on the project 
was Building Commissioner 
Anna Marques, who has 
been in contact with the 
engineer for the project and 
has reviewed the site plan 
review. 

When asked about the 
setback for the project, 
Marques says the intention 
was to have a 25 foot set-
back. Research on deeds for 
the property was being done 
to see if this project would 
affect other properties. 

There were questions 
regarding the right of way 
for the property and the dis-
tance from the road to the 
street. The deed dates back 
to 1939 and the Assistant 

to the Director of Planning, 
Katlyn Lucis, shared some 
history about the lot. 

The Planning Board was 
not given the deeds and 
wanted to know if the lot is 
good under the provisions 
of Section 6. According 
to Lucis, the lot was sold 
off and split up back in the 
1930s. The town voted to 
accept the road. 

There was something in 
someone’s land record from 
the 1940s, which is current-
ly in the registry of deeds. 

“The town never took 
it, the town doesn’t own 
it,” according to Lucis. The 
town never went further on 
a legal basis to take the par-
cel. 

After hearing this infor-
mation, the Planning Board 
members believe it’s best to 
reference this record from 
the 1930s. In the plan, the 
meeting was held back in 
1939. The Planning Board 
wanted to know if it’s okay 
to follow the Building 
Commissioners plan. 

Director of Planning & 
Community Development, 

Paralee Smith, said it’s best 
to do the site plan review 
for now. Smith heard back 
from Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley, who said it’s easier 
and helpful to go ahead and 
get the plan approved. 

From what they heard, 
the Planning Board doesn’t 
seem to mind the ADU 
going forward. 

“There’s no real reason 
to have to access that piece 
of land,” says Planning 
Board  Chai r,  Kenneth 
Crosby. 

Marques asked if there 
could be a condition word-
ed as where a stamped site 
plan be provided to meet 
this requirement but serve 
as an as-built. The Planning 
Board had a motion in mind 
but continued discussing the 
dimensions and distances. 

The sideline set back on 
the plan is listed as 25 feet. 
The garage is roughly 15 
feet from the street. When it 
comes to requirements, the 
board can ask for reason-
able plan modifications and 
believe there is no real hard-
ship regarding this site plan 

review. 
According to Planning 

Board member, Richard 
Starodoj, the plan appears 
really simple. 

“The proponent is pro-
ceeding at their own risk,” 
Starodoj said. 

The motion made is to 
approve the plan as present-
ed with the condition that 
the east side of the ADU is 
moved and to be even with 
the east side of the garage. 
The motion passed and 
the site plan review was 
approved by the Planning 
Board. 

Public hearing continued
The Planning Board was 

scheduled to hold a public 
hearing for a special per-
mit for 275 Malbouef Road 
for a common driveway. 
The applicant is looking to 
return at the next Planning 
Board meeting on March 5. 

The board continued the 
public hearing until their 
next meeting. 

Planning Board OK’d ADU site plan
WARE – The Annual 

Town Election will be held 
on Monday, April 13.

Offices which will appear 
on the ballot are: Selectboard, 
three-year term, vote for 
two; School Committee, 
three-year term, vote for 
one; Board of Assessors, 
three-year term, vote for 
one; Board of Assessors, one 
year unexpired term, vote for 
one; Board of Health, three-
year term, vote for one; Park 
Commissioner, three-year 
term, vote for one; Cemetery 
Commissioner, three-year 
term, vote for one; Planning 
Board, five-year term, vote 
for  one;  Ware Housing 
Authority, five-year term, 
vote for one

The last date to register to 
vote is Friday, April 3. 

The last date to file nomi-
nation papers with the Town 
Clerk (35 days prior to the 
Annual  Town Elect ion) 
is Monday, March 9. The 
last date to object to fil-
ing of nomination papers 
or withdrawal of papers 
filed (33 days prior to the 
Annual Town Election) is 
Wednesday, March 11.

The last date for file an 
application for Vote by Mail 
(five business days prior to 
the Annual Town Election) is 
Monday, April 6 by 5 p.m. 

Questions may be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk, Nancy 
J. Talbot, at 413-967-9648 
extension 103.

Annual Town Election 
will be held April 13

WARE – The Friends 
of Ware Town Hall are 
now selling Spring Lotto 
Calendars to raise money to 
restore the beautiful large 
windows in the Great Room 
of the Town Hall.

Lotto Calendar sales will 
continue through March 
31. Drawings will be made 
weekly beginning April 1 and 
winners will be notified by 
phone.

The cost of each calendar 
is $10 and there are multiple 
chances to win since win-
ning stubs will be put back 
into the drawing. Cash priz-
es range from $25 to one 
$500 prize on the final day of 
drawing, April 30.

Calendars may be pur-
chased from members of 

Fr iends  of  Ware  Town 
Hall, as well as the follow-
ing locations in town: Ware 
Town Hall, Town Clerk’s 
Office; It’s Wine O’clock; 
Crystal Springs Dairy Bar; 
Ware River Club; Ware 
Senior Center;  Changes 
Hair Design; Ware Library; 
Moulton Insurance Agency; 
Nat Falk; Otto Florist; and 
Silhouettes on Main.

Anyone who would like 
to purchase a calendar but is 
unable to do so locally can 
mail a check for $10, pay-
able to Friends of Ware 
Town Hall, along with their 
address and phone number 
to: Friends of Ware Town 
Hall, P.O. Box 692, Ware, 
MA 01082. The calendar will 
be mailed to you.

Friends of Ware Town Hall 
offer Spring Lotto Calendars

B O S T O N  –  T h e 
Massachusetts Department 
o f  C o n s e r va t i o n  a n d 
Recreation announced that 
reservations for the 2026 
state park camping season 
will open to the public on 
Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 9 
a.m. 

Camping  season  a t 
DCR’s 25 campgrounds will 
begin in April and continue 
through October.

“Camping at a DCR park 

is a cherished tradition for 
families and friends from all 
over – many of whom return 
to the same campground 
year after year, and in some 
cases for decades,” said 
DCR Commissioner Nicole 
LaChapelle. “Spending time 
together outdoors strength-
ens relationships, creates 
lasting memories, and helps 
foster the vital connection 
between people and nature, 
along with a shared respon-

sibility to care for these spe-
cial places.” 

Campers should note the 
following prior to booking a 
reservation:  

Reservations are avail-
able up to four months in 
advance of arrival. Same-
day reservations are avail-
able until 2 p.m. daily 
through ReserveAmerica. 

Campers should fill out 
all required fields of the res-
ervation application at the 

time of booking to ensure 
a smooth arrival. Visitors 
without a reservation are 
not allowed in campsites; 
however, day-use areas are 
available for gathering and 
outdoor activities. 

All pets must have phys-
ical proof of valid rabies 
vaccination. Entry may be 
denied at check-in if paper 

Reservations for DCR’s campgrounds now open

Please see 
CAMPGROUND, page 13

please recycle this newspaper
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Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: Director@topfloorlearning.orgemail: Director@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSet 

Tutors: English, Writing & Math

Computer Security Class
• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep
Call to ask about our next class

TUTORING AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

NEED HELP WITH 
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY?

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY? 
SOMETHING ELSE?

Come in with your problems, 
leave with our solutions!

Top Floor Learning Presents...

AN OPEN TUTORING EVENT
March 3rd, 4th & 5th ~ 5-7PM

(Come one night or all three, no registration)

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

Massachusetts General Laws, 
which grants restraining 
orders to survivors of abuse 
from the person using abuse 
against them. 

“ We ’v e  g r o w n  a n d 
learned,” Hutchins said. “We 
can educate our officers and 
provide them with resources.”

Since September of 2024, 
the form for restraining orders 
now lists coercive control as 
a type of abuse. Last spring, 
the task force held 
a training for its 
m e m b e r s  a n d 
about coercive 
control, and 
h ow  i t  i s 
defined  by 
the law.

M a r k 
Ames, Register 
o f  P r o b a t e  f o r 
Hampshire County 
and a member of 
the task force, said 
the task force’s pamphlet on 
how to fill out a 209A affi-
davit, has been helpful in the 
courthouse. He first became 
involved with the task force 
after meeting Moran at 
Ware’s National Night Out 
celebration. 

“The pamphlet is a really 
great resource,” Ames said. 

Hutchins said this pam-
phlet has also been used by 
police officers to help survi-
vors of domestic violence.

H a n n a h  M o o r e  o f 
the  YWCA of  Western 
Massachusetts said the task 
force has helped to bring 
resources to people in the 
county where she works. 

Jenny Raiche of Hillside 
Village and Highland Village 
in Ware said the task force 
helps to facilitate a connec-
tion between the community 
members and the police force 
as well. 

The task force has also 
focused on education and 
spreading awareness of 
domestic violence in addition 
to these trainings, by work-
ing with local high school 
students and teachers. 

Formed in 2010,  the 
Ware High School Domestic 
Violence Task Force has 
had about 30 students par-
ticipating each year, pro-
viding thought-provoking 
writing prompts to their 
peers about healthy and 
unhealthy relationships, mak-
ing videos, and leading the 
annual Domestic Violence 
Awareness Walk.

“It’s asking the student 
what they think about bound-

aries and consent,” Moran 
said.

Task force member Jennie 
Simmons said the high 
school task force was the 
first of its kind in the state. 

Ames said the task force’s 
work through the school has 
been important for sharing 
its message in the communi-
ty, starting with the younger 
generation.

“It’s just been really 
impressive,” Ames said of the 
high school task force’s mis-
sion. “It really is about plant-
ing the seed.”

Sue Lewandowski, also 
a member of the task force, 
said, “It starts a whole new 
generation that’ll know what 
to do.”

The students in the high 
school  task force have 
taken the lead at the annu-
a l  D o m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e 
Awareness Walk, which was 
created by Simmons over 10 
years ago as a way to show 
support for survivors in the 
community. The students 
emcee the event, create post-
ers, and walk together around 
the downtown area.

Simmons said the first 
year of the walk, the task 
force had to ask for support, 
but now, it has become some-
thing that is readily offered.

“There’s kind of a level 
of trust from a lot of people 
who show up to walk,” she 
said.

Simmons recalled walking 
with a survivor during one 
year’s event, and how they 
walked by the house of the 
survivor’s abuser.

“I was really glad I was 
with her,” Simmons said. 
“The whole experience of 
the walk helped her and who 
knows how many other peo-
ple.”

The task force has also 
started a successful book 
campaign, sharing more than 
100 picture books about 
healthy boundaries and con-
sent to local schools, pre-
schools, family centers and 
libraries. 

Hutchins and fellow task 
force member Deb Shepard 
have visited locations across 
the task force’s communities 
distributing these books, and 
reading them to children and 
their caregivers. 

“It was received very well 
and the parents were very 
excited,” Shepard said. “We 
went back to a few places 
again and again.”

Lewandowski said it is 
important to have advoca-

cy at a young age, from an 
addiction standpoint, as it 
may help them to develop 
stronger coping skills when 
faced with trauma of domes-
tic violence.

“Being able to address 
domestic violence at an early 
age may decrease addiction 
as a coping skill for the trau-
ma,” she said.

The task force has also 
been working to help survi-
vors, by stopping abuse at the 
source.

During the pandemic, the 
task force looked for ways to 
offer help to those living in a 
domestic violence situation, 
by providing hotline support 
for people using abuse. The 
town of Ware led 26 rural 
towns for the launch of the 
Call for Change Helpline 
– the first of its kind in the 
nation, which is now a state-
wide resource.

“The main thing we need 
to be doing is asking people 
to stop using abuse,” Moran 
said. “It was a hard idea for 
people to accept.”

The response  to  the 
hotline was greater than the 
task force had imagined it 
would be, receiving five 
times the call volume expect-
ed. 

In 2025, the task force 
helped launch The Rural 
Network to End Domestic 
Violence, a group of six rural 
task forces in the state that 
work together on regional 
issues and advocate for rural 
communities statewide.

This year, the task force 
will continue to grow and 
build – and continue to advo-
cate for healthy communities 
starting with healthy relation-
ships at home.

“This is a group that peo-
ple want to be in,” Hutchins 
said. “They want to learn 

more and help…everyone 
has a place at our table.”

The task force is open to 
anyone who lives or works 
in the towns of Ware, Warren 
or Hardwick. Moran said the 
strength of the task force lies 
in its diversity.

“Everyone has a different 
perspective,” she said. “It’s 
a very welcoming and warm 
group. We are always open to 
community members.”

About the task force
The Ware River Valley 

Domestic Violence Task 
Force serves Ware, Warren 
and Hardwick and is made 
up of community members 
as well as representatives 
from several organizations. 
The mission of the task force 
is to prevent and respond to 
domestic violence in these 
towns with community-led, 
community driven initiatives. 

For more information, 
follow the Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task 
Force on Facebook, visit 
www.waredvtaskforce.org, 
call 413-758-0605 or email 
wrvdvtaskforce@gmail.com.

How to get help
If you are experiencing 

domestic violence, you can 
contact BHN’s DV Program 
by calling 413-967-6241 or 
413-262-7103 (cell); Alianza 
DV Services (Spanish speak-
ers) 24 hours a day by calling 
877-536-1628; or Safelink (a 
statewide service) 24 hours a 
day by calling 877-785-2020. 

If you are using abuse 
and need help to stop, call 
A Call for Change helpline 
from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. at 877-
898-3411 or email help@
acallforchangehelpline.org; 
or contact Proteus Intimate 
Partner Abuse Education 
Program at 413-896-7231.

Each place setting represents a person who lost their life 
to domestic violence. 

DV TASK from page 1

Turley File Photos
Community Legal Aid Attorney Esther Tutu led a training about coercive 
control with members and allies of the Ware River Valley Domestic Violence 
Task Force at Ware Town Hall in March 2025.

WARREN – Town Clerk, 
Laura J. Stockley said the 
Town Election will be held 
on Tuesday, May 5.

Appearing on the ballot 
will be the following:

M o d e r a t o r ,  t h r e e -
year  term;  Selectman, 
three-year term;  Board 
of  Health,  three-year 
term;  Assessor, three-year 
term; Park Commissioner, 
three-year term; Cemetery 
Commissioner, three-year 
term;  Sewer Commissioner, 
three-year term; Planning 
Board,  five-year term; 
Housing Authority,  five-
year term; and Housing 
Authority, two-year term.  

Nomination papers must 
be filed with the Board of 
Registrars, in the Town 
Clerk’s office, for certifica-

tion on or before Tuesday, 
March 17 at 5 p.m. Final 
day to withdraw as a candi-
date is Thursday, April 2 at 
5 p.m. 

The Quaboag Regional 
School District positions 
will also be incorporated 
on the Town Ballot. Two 
members from the Town 
of Warren for a three-year 
term and two members 
from the Town of West 
Brookfield for a three-year 
term. Deadline for returning 
nomination papers is Friday, 
March 20 by 4 p.m. 

Last day to register 
to vote before the Town 
Election is Friday, April 
24 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at 
the Town Clerk’s office 
in the Shepard Municipal 
Building.

WARREN – Join the 
Warren Public Library at 
the Senior Center in cele-
bration of Lucy Stone Day 
on Saturday, March 7 at 
3:30 p.m. 

As part of the library’s 
ongoing 150th anniversa-
ry celebration, storytell-
er Judith Black will be 
appearing as Lucy Stone to 
give an engaging presenta-
tion for all ages about the 
life and legacy of the influ-
ential women’s rights advo-
cate and abolitionist. 

Meet Lucy Stone (1818-
1893) and enter her world 
as he yearns for an educa-
tion deemed unacceptable 

for girls, obstinately rejects 
the idea of marriage, and 
overcomes every obstacle 
to become a “shining star” 
of the antislavery and wom-
en’s rights movements. 

Featured on stages from 
the Montreal  Comedy 
Festival to The Smithsonian 
Inst i tut ion,  Black has 
appeared 15 times at the 
Na t iona l  S to ry te l l i ng 
Festival and is the winner 
of the Oracle Award, story-
telling’s most coveted lau-
rel.

S p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e 
Warren Public Library with 
a grant from the Quaboag 
Historical Society.

warren
Annual Town Election 
to be held May 5

Lucy Stone tells her story on 
March 7 at Senior Center

Read the Ware River News online at
 www.warerivernews.turley.com

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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MISS OUT!

is now closed to the public 
on Wednesdays. If you are 
licensing by U.S. Mail, the 
licenses must be purchased 
prior to March 31, and your 
envelope must also be post-
marked by March 31 or there 
will be a late fee.

Fees for licensing your 
dog are male/female $15; 
spayed/neutered $10.

On April 1 there will be 
a late fee of $15 per dog in 
addition to the licensing fee.

Rabies Certificates for 
each dog must be presented 
at the time of licensing as in 
the past. 

If your dog was licensed 
in 2025, check the license to 
see if the Rabies Certificate 
is current (the information 
is on your 2025 license); it 
is current, simply come into 
the office to license in person 
or license by U.S. Mail. If 
licensing by mail, you must 
provide a self-addressed, 
postage paid envelope in 
order for us to return the 
license and tag to you. 

If licensing more than one 
dog, be sure to add sufficient 

postage to your envelope to 
insure delivery.

Checks are payable to the 
Town of Ware for the appro-
priate amount. All Rabies 
Certificates supplied will be 
returned to you with the dog 
license.

Contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at  413-967-9648 
extension 177 if you failed 
to license in 2025 so that 
we may inform you what is 
owed in entirety to license 
for 2026.

There is also a blue drop 
box outside the lower-level 
offices at Town Hall for those 
of you who wish to drop 
off your request for licens-
ing. Address the envelope to 
Town Clerk/Dog Licenses.

If you are licensing your 
dog for the first time, be sure 
to supply the owner’s name, 
address and contact tele-
phone number; a copy of the 
current Rabies Certificate 
and if the dog is neutered/
spayed also send this certifi-
cate unless it is stated on the 
Rabies Certificate.

Question may be directed 
to the Town Clerk’s Office at 
413-967-9648 extension 177.

OPEN MEETING
 from page 1

to say there is only one meet-
ing missing. 

Schaaf said that since 
recordings are posted, they 
are being transparent. 

“Let’s not make it seem 
like we’re hiding something,” 
Schaaf said.

Tinker said there is a list 
of meetings from the sum-
mer of 2025 that are not vis-
ible on the YouTube page. 
Town Administrator Justine 
Caggiano said “a couple” are 
missing as a result of broken 
equipment. 

Tinker suggested the 
rest of the board look at the 
YouTube channel to see 
which meetings are missing.

Jeffrey Smith, the resident 
who has filed the open meet-
ing law complaints, said the 
video postings are  “inade-
quate” because the Attorney 
General cannot rely on 
YouTube videos.

With this comment, tem-
pers in the meeting flared, 
when Schaaf raised his voice, 
and repeatedly told Smith to 

“shut up.” Schaaf suggested 
that Smith “should be leaving 
this meeting.” 

Completion plan
Tinker proposed a plan to 

remediate the missing meet-
ing minutes, which involved 
utilizing Microsoft Copilot, 
which is an AI assistant, 
to create a draft of meet-
ing minutes using YouTube 
transcriptions paired with 
the agendas. He brought in 
a sample draft, and said it 
worked well. 

T i n k e r ’s  p l a n  a l s o 
involved utilizing the Town 
Administrator  to  assis t 
with the technological and 
administrative needs that are 
involved with creating min-
utes.

When Tinker outlined this 
plan, Caggiano said it was 
not her responsibility to do 
minutes, and suggested the 
board “review [my] contract” 
if there were questions. One 
resident noted that a Town 
Administrator is required to 
take direction from the Select 
Board, and Tinker agreed 

that they can direct the Town 
Administrator. 

Resolution
The board voted to work 

on rectifying meeting min-
utes as they go, and said 
they would approve execu-
tive session minutes by April 

30, one day before the town 
election. This decision was 
made because Select Board 
Chair Eric Vollheim needs 
to approve executive session 
meetings he was involved 
with, and may vacate office 
on May 1. 

point where we can do more 
as a community group to 
Care 4 rivers.

Our vision is to promote 
stewardship, conservation, 
enjoyment, and restoration 
of the rivers, ecosystems 
and wildlife habitats of the 
Chicopee-4 Rivers basin, 
while balancing and fostering 
river friendly city and town 
economies and community 
life. 

We have planted the seed 
for this with our basic mon-
itoring and paddling trails. 
But sprouts need more to 
grow.

We could go to the next 
level by adding broader water 
quality monitoring (adopt a 
stream, macroinvertebrates), 
trail teams, storm water edu-
cation and action efforts, 
wildlife monitoring, annual 
rivers report card, restoration 
efforts, and perhaps a rivers 
celebration event! 

We could be the source for 
Caring for our local 4 Rivers. 
Now we’re talking!

S o u n d s  i n v i t i n g ? 
Something inside you saying: 
“yes, I feel I want to help and 
make a difference!” Our local 
rivers are beautiful and magi-
cal places, places to discover 
– but also to care for. 

Rivers have been the life-
blood of New England for 
centuries, likely thousands of 
years. They still are and can 
continue to sustain us and 
wildlife as we live in balance 
with them. 

C4R is a means to gather 
us together to do that, albeit 
in a humble way. We invite 
you to join in the vision, let’s 
C4R!

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion about C4R and to get 
involved, people may visit 
www.c4rivers.org, email 
chicopeewatershed@gmail.
com, or mail C4RWC, P.O. 
Box 126, Three Rivers, MA 
01080.

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

WATERSHED from page 1

Paddlers explored the Ware River from the Robbins Road launch site in Ware to Bennett Street in Palmer. 

Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed Council Coordinator Keith 
Davies prepared paddlers for the inaugural launch on the 
Lower Ware River Blue Trail in spring 2023.

Cub Scouts are shown cutting the ribbon to officially 
open the Lower Ware River Blue Trail. Both of these Cub 
Scouts volunteered with C4R to establish the Robbins 
Road launch site and test the water quality.

Turley File Photos
A Cub Scout picked up litter and scrap metal at Ware 
River Park in Gilbertville, near the Blue Trail launch site.

Cub Scouts worked to remove a tire from the riverbank.

DOG LICENSE from page 2
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Holyoke Community College 
Summer Youth Programs 
for Ages 8-16

July 27-31, Minecraft Designers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
August 3-7, Python Programmers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 20-24, Make Your First Video Game (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 13-17, ROBLOX Coders (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Around the world with 
Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Cooking without Borders with 
Chez Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Passport to Flavors with 
Chef Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

Check out our adult enrichment 
courses, too! hcc.edu/bcs

Save your spot and register 
today for summer fun!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Caring For Kids 
For 30+ Years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM/K-6TH GRADE
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 22ND-AUGUST 21ST

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Join Our Toddler 
Room Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

It’s still winter, but it’s 
not too early to start thinking 
about summer.

Registration is now open 
for 2026 Summer Youth Pro-
grams at Holyoke Communi-
ty College. 

Starting July 7 and run-
ning through August 8, HCC 
will offer 16 week-long, 
in-person summer programs 
for youth aged 8 to 16.      

For more than 40 years, 
HCC has offered fun, chal-
lenging summer education 
activities for youth, provid-
ing early opportunities for 
students to experience a col-
lege environment guided and 
encouraged by experienced 
professionals.

HCC’s 2026 on-campus 

summer youth programs 
run Monday through Friday, 
some for a full day and oth-
ers for a half day.

All in-person programs 
will be held on the main 
HCC campus, 303 Home-
stead Ave., except for cook-
ing classes, which are held 
at the HCC MGM Culinary 
Arts Institute, 164 Race St., 
Holyoke:

 July 6-10:
Cooking without Bor-

ders with Chef Marangel-
ly Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 
9-16): In this lively hands-on 
camp, young chefs will team 
up to chop, stir, and create 
tasty dishes from around the 
world. Each day brings a new 
theme and a chance to dis-

cover fresh ingredients, cool 
cooking techniques, and the 
joy of working together in 
the kitchen. By week’s end, 

they’ll walk away with new 
cooking skills, delicious rec-
ipes to show off at home, and 
plenty of tasty memories. (9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

Fun Bites with Chef Di-
ana Swanigan (ages 9-16): 
Join us for an exciting week 
of hands-on culinary fun, 
where young chefs will dis-
cover the joy of cooking 
delicious, easy-to-prepare 
meals to share with family 
and friends. Participants will 
work together to chop, sea-
son, cook, and taste a variety 
of recipes – all made from 
scratch. Each day introduc-
es new menu themes, ingre-
dients, and techniques de-
signed to build confidence in 
the kitchen. (9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
$425)

July 13-17:
Cooking without Borders 

with Chef Marangelly Var-
gas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16, 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

Fun Bites with Chef Di-
ana Swanigan (ages 9-16, 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

ROBLOX Coders (ages 
8-10; 11-14): Discover the 
Lua coding language while 
designing experiences in 
ROBLOX, an online uni-
verse where you can create 
anything you dream of. New 
developers will learn to use 
ROBLOX’s Studio software 
to reimagine the popular 
game genres with their own 
custom code. Instructor Brit-
tany Pietskowski. (9 a.m. to 
noon for ages 8-10; 1 to 4 
p.m. for ages 11-14, $199)

July 20-24:
Around the World with 

Chef Diana Swanigan (ages 
9-16): Cuisine around the 
world serves as a universal 
language that unites peo-
ple across cultures through 
shared flavors, traditions, 
and stories. Learn to prepare 
full-course meals from Asia, 
Puerto Rico, Greece, Italy, 

and New Orleans. (9 a.m. – 3 
p.m., $425)

Make Your First Video 
Game (ages 8-10; 11-14): 
Go beyond the limitations of 
traditional 2D game design 
classes and create an im-
mersive 3D world. Students 
will learn the physics behind 
3D games, explore beginner 
event scripting, level de-
sign, controlling the flow of 
gameplay, and storytelling. 
Instructor Brittany Pietskow-
ski. (9 a.m. – noon for ages 
8-10; 1 – 4 p.m. for ages 11-
14, $199)

Passport to Flavors 
with Chef Marangelly Var-
gas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16): 
This hands-on cooking 
camp takes kids on a deli-
cious journey across global 
cuisines, exploring flavors, 
techniques, and ingredi-
ents that make each culture 
unique. Dive into fun daily 
themes like diner classics, 
Mexican favorites, Mediter-
ranean feasts, Filipino street 
bites, and southern comfort 
food, all while building con-
fidence one tasty dish at a 
time. (9 a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

July 27-31:
Around the World with 

Chef Diana Swanigan (ages 
9-16, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

Minecraft Designers 
(ages 8-10; 11-14): Learn 
how to create a custom map, 
design structures to share 
between worlds, build with 
Redstone and Command 
blocks, and create custom 
textures for you to import at 
home or share with friends. 
Instructor Brittany Pietskow-
ski. (9 a.m. – noon for ages 
8-10; 1 – 4 p.m. for ages 11-
14, $199).

Passport to Flavors 
with Chef Marangelly Var-
gas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16, 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

August 3-7:
Python Programmers 

(ages 8-10; 11-14): Learn the 
world’s fastest-growing pro-
gramming language favored 
by Google, NASA, YouTube, 
and the CIA. Learn how to 
code with Python to create 
engaging apps and games. 
Instructor Brittany Pietskow-
ski. (9 a.m. – noon for ages 
8-10; 1 – 4 p.m. for ages 11-
14, $199).

For more details or to 
register for Summer Youth 
Program classes, please go 
to: hcc.edu/summer-youth.

Registration open for HCC Summer Youth Programs

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

2026 Summer Riding Sessions
June 29 - July 3 • July 20 - July 24
August 10 - August 14 • August 24-28

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Check Out These Great Camps!Check Out These Great Camps!
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for D5 tournamentIndians setIndians set

WARE – The Ware High School boys basket-
ball finished with a .500 record but also quali-
fied to host a home game in the Division 5 State 
Tournament. Ware was narrowly defeated by 
Greenfield 62-57 in the Western Mass. Class C 
Tournament. Jack Gaudreau, Ware’s 1,000-point 
scorer, had 14 points to lead the Indians. Brodie 
Koczur had 12 points. The Indians drew a local 
opponent in the opening round, with Renaissance 
visiting Ware earlier this week. The winner will go 
into the Round of 32 to face Boston English on the 
road on Thursday, Feb. 26 at 6:30 p.m.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Troy Jurczyk drives into the arc.

Brady Guimond Brady Guimond 
shuffles toward the shuffles toward the 

paint for a bank shot.paint for a bank shot.

Dalton Marquis flies for a 
shot.

Jack Gaudreau tries to over-
come a hold for short-range 
shot.

Kaleb Kanozek goes 
for a jump shot.

BARRE – Last Tuesday eve-
ning, the Quabbin Regional High 
School girls basketball team 
picked up a victory, defeating rival 

Narragansett 45-26 in a nonplayoff 
matchup. The Panthers had more 
game to play the following night 
against Monty Tech.

Panthers pick 
up win over 
Narragansett

Abby Rogowski holds the 
ball away from the oppo-
sition.

RIGHT: Mia Ducos IGHT: Mia Ducos 
sends a pass toward sends a pass toward 

the corner.the corner.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Aubrey Thorpe tries to come up with a rebound.

Makenzie Casey sends a pass inside. The defense sets up for the 
Panthers.

Izzy Doty tries 
to steal the 
rebound away.

PALMER – On Thursday, 
Feb. 12, Pathfinder Tech boys 
basketball was in nonplayoff 

action and faced Franklin 
Te c h  a n d  f e l l  5 3 - 4 9 . 

Pathfinder got off to a slow-
er start, trailing 16-9 early. 

They came back slowly 
and nearly pulled off the 
win, but came up just 

s h o r t . 
C a s s i a n 
Kowal ik 
h a d  2 8 
points to 

lead a l l  s c o r -
ers in the game. Dayne 
Shoney scored eight 
points. Pathfinder had 
one final nonplayoff 
game last week, also 
against Franklin Tech.

Pioneers 
edged by 
Franklin 

Tech in final 
home game

Dustyn Cook 
prepares 
to shoot a 
three-pointer.

Cayden 
Bousquet calls 
out a play as 
he crosses
midcourt.

Maddox Baer inches toward 
the hoop.

Cassian Kowalik gets 
ready to shoot.

Turley photos by
 David Henry 

www.sweetdogphotos.com
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Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Kaleb Kanozek
Ware High  School

In Ware’s quarterfinal sectional win, 
Kanozek would contribute 11 points for the 
Indians to help get them to the semifinals 

and qualify for the state tournament.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory 
A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

Registration 
for Pioneer 
Valley 
Baseball 
opens

SOUTH HADLEY – 
The Pioneer Valley Baseball 
League, an adult baseball 
league for players who are 
age 18 and over, has just 
opened up its registration for 
the 2026 season.

The adult league will be 
administered by the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, and 
a registration link is on the 
home page of the league’s 
website www.quabbinval-
leybaseball.org. Thought it 
will be under the Quabbin 
umbrella, there will be no 
major changes in how the 
league is operated.

This year, the PVBL will 
have a 22-game regular sea-
son schedule followed by a 
double-elimination playoffs. 
The league, which had five 
teams last year and had to 
utilize multiple byes through-
out the season, will be field-
ing a sixth team this season.

There are several spots 
open for that sixth team, so 
players interested in joining 
the league should get signed 
up as soon as possible to 
claim a spot.

The league is a wood-bat 
only league utilizing play-
ing under regular baseball 
rules though all players do 
bat. The league operates on 
a Saturday-Tuesday sched-
ule. Games are played on 
Saturday mornings with 10 
a.m. starts typical and on 
Tuesday evenings with start 
times in the 5:30 to 6 p.m. 
range. The league will start 
play in late April and running 
through the end of August. 
There are slots open for both 
full-time players and part-
time players. The fee for 
full-time players will be $260 
with part-time players get-
ting up to 11 games for $130. 
Fees paid go toward the 
operation of the league, pay-
ing for insurance, umpires, 
fields, and baseballs and no 
one profits in any way.

In addition to the new 
sixth team, there are limited 

Candlepin League 
NEWS

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League
WARE –  Week  23 

of the Wednesday night 
Bondsville League is now 
complete and has a new #1 
seed. 

Sandri  pulled ahead 
of the pack and is now in 
first place with a record 
of 97-64, just half a point 
ahead of Fire Mountain 
(96.5-64.5). The league will 
wrap up in March follow-
ing two weeks of playoff 
matches. 

During week 23, Zeke’s 
Freaks bowled against Team 
UMass. In game one, Team 
UMass was the winner by a 
score of 453-434. In game 
two, Team UMass won 
again by a score of 497-
486. Zeke Sicard of Zeke’s 
Freaks had a good game of 
107. 

In game three, Zeke’s 
Freaks won by a score of 
498-454. Sicard had anoth-
er good game of 106. The 
final score was 1418-1404 
in favor of Zeke’s Freaks. 

F l a m i n g  B o w l i n g 
Balls bowled against Fire 
Mountain this past week. In 
game one, Flaming Bowling 
Balls squeezed out the win, 
450-447. 

In game two, Flaming 
Bowling Balls won again by 
a score of 502-489. Ryan 
McCarthy was the hero of 
the team with 126. 

The final game was won 
by Flaming Bowling Balls, 
472-466. The final score 
was 1424-1402 in favor of 
Flaming Bowling Balls. 

N i g h t  H a w k s  a n d 
Ironmen of the eastern divi-
sion bowled against each 
other during week 23. In 
game one, Night Hawks 
reigned supreme by a score 
of 454-400. Gavin Sinclair 
of Night Hawks began the 
match with 125. 

In game two, Ironmen 
won by a score of 479-470. 
Ryan Drago of Ironmen 
regained the lead with 
two spares and a strike in 
his back half to score 141. 
Sinclair remained consistent 
and scored another 125. 

In game three, Night 
Hawks held on to a slim 
lead and defeated Ironmen 
440-434. The final score 
was 1364-1313 in favor of 
Night Hawks. 

Snappers bowled against 
the Cannonballs in week 
23. In game one, Micah 
Hinkley scored 116 during 
his team’s victory over 
Snappers, 470-468. Kevin 
Krasnecky had a strong start 
with an opening game of 
130. 

In game two, Snappers 
won by a score of 456-
442. Eddie Stachowicz of 
Snappers had the high-
est game of 105, the same 
game he scored in game 
one. 

In game three, Snappers 
de fea t ed  Cannonba l l s 
by a score of 450-423. 
Stachowicz finished the 
match with 109 and a series 
of 319. The final score was 
1374-1335 in favor of the 
Snappers. 

Sandri bowled against 
Slow Burners during week 
23. In game one, Sandri put 
up some high scores and 
won, 511-442. Brandon 
Lane of Sandri had the 
highest game of 131 and 
Nate Orszulak of Slow 
Burners had the highest 
score of 119. 

In game two, Sandri 
won again by a score of 
486-482. Rich Picotte of 
Sandri scored 116 and Dean 
Koczur of Slow Burners 
had the highest score of 
game two, 130. 

In game three, Sandri 
won for a three-game sweep 
over Slow Burners, 446-
432. Picotte finished with a 
104 and a three-game series 
of 329. The final score 
was 1443-1356 in favor of 
Sandri. 

Spare Parts Bud bowled 
against P&J Meats. In game 
one, Spare Parts Bud won 
by a score of 461-456. In 
game two, Spare Parts Bud 
won by a score of 459-417. 
Game three was won by 
Spare Parts Bud by a score 
of 511-455. 

The final score was 
1431-1328 in favor of Spare 
Parts Bud, who move to 
fourth place with a record 
of 84-77. 

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(19-25-4-2) rode a turbu-
lent night to an eventual 
5-4 shootout win over the 
Bridgeport Islanders (21-21-
3-4) on Friday night inside the 
MassMutual Center.

Unlike their last contest 
on Wednesday, the T-Birds 
and their opposition had a 
much slower start to the night 
offensively, with a scoreless 
struggle carrying late into 
the first. Thomas Bordeleau 
finally broke the ice at 14:54, 
winning a draw and darting 
to the right wing circle and 
rifling home a feed from Calle 
Rosen to give Springfield a 
1-0 advantage.

Just 1:16 later, and less 
than half a minute into their 
first power play of the night, 
the T-Birds built a cushion 
as Chris Wagner jammed a 
loose puck through the legs 
of Marcus Hogberg from the 
blue paint to make it 2-0. 

Bridgeport’s power play 
provided a response at 19:05 
when Julien Gauthier inter-
cepted a loose puck deep in 
the offensive zone before sift-
ing a forehander over Vadim 

Zhe renko  to 
make it a 2-1 
game into the first 
intermission. 

Zherenko proved 
to be pivotal in the 
s econd ,  e spec i a l -
ly when he made a lurch-
ing post-to-post skate save 
on Matt Maggio to keep his 
team in front. Later in the 
same sequence of play, Matt 
Luff hit Alek Kaskimaki on a 
2-on-1 pass, and Kaskimaki 
picked the glove-side corner 
on Hogberg, making it 3-1 for 
Springfield at 6:53 of the sec-
ond. 

Down 3-1 heading into the 
third, the Islanders turned the 
game upside-down in the span 
of just over six minutes. After 
Springfield killed two straight 
Islander power plays, Hunter 
Drew finally got Bridgeport’s 
second goal of the night at 
5:02, moments after Hogberg 
kept Springfield from goals on 
two straight odd-man rushes. 

Liam Foudy fol lowed 
Drew’s lead with a sneaky 
wrist shot from the left side 
at 8:42, tying the score at 3 
before Pierrick Dube got a 
fortuitous bounce in the slot 

and whistled a shot over 
Zherenko’s blocker at 11:31 to 
get Bridgeport its first lead of 
the night, 4-3.

In desperate need of a 
momentum shifter, Hugh 
McGing delivered just that 
for Springfield, crashing the 
low slot area and firing a fore-
hander over a fallen Hogberg 
at 14:28 off a centering pass 
from Juraj Pekarcik. 

For a fourth time in 10 
meetings, overtime was need-
ed between the clubs, and 
for a third time, it reached 
the shootout. Bordeleau put 
his stamp on the night with 
a gorgeous backhand deke to 
beat Hogberg in the opening 
round. Zherenko then stood 
his ground and made three 
successive saves on Adam 
Beckman, Gauthier, and Dube 
to secure Springfield’s first 
shootout triumph of the sea-
son.

T-Birds come up with win in 
shootout with Isles

R A P I D  C I T Y,  S D 
—  The  Worcester Railers 
HC (23-19-5-1 pts) grabbed 
a 5-4 overtime 
victory over 
t h e  R a p i d 
City Rush 
( 2 1 - 2 3 -
4 - 0 )  o n 
F r i d a y , 
F e b r u a r y 
20th at  The 
Monument in 
front of a crowd 
of  3 ,409 .  The 
Railers will wrap 
up their three-game road 
series against the Rush on 
Saturday, February 21st, 
with puck drop at 7:05 p.m. 
MST. 

Rapid City struck first 
with back-to-back goals 
from Briley Wood (2-0-2) 
in the opening half of the 
first period. Matt DeMelis 
(1-1-2) got Worcester on 
the board with a one-timer 
at 9:35 in the second. Drew 
Callin (3-0-3) kept it roll-
ing for Worcester with two 
goals for the Railers, the 
latter of which was on the 
power play to put the team 
ahead 3-2 heading into the 
final period of play. Rapid 
City’s Ryan Chyzowski 
(1-1-2) tied the game for 
the Rush once more at three 

apiece early in the third. 
Linemate Blake Bennett 
(1-0-1) put Rapid City 

a h e a d 
for the 
second 
time of 

the eve-
ning with 

a  p o w e r 
play shot 
a t o p  t h e 
right circle 
to make the 

new score 4-3 
at 10:31. Callin 

scored his first hat-
trick as a Railer and pushed 
the night into overtime with 
a quick shot off from the 
left faceoff circle over the 
shoulder of Nathan Torchia 
(4-4). Anthony Repaci (1-1-
2) lit the lamp for a final 
time for the Railers just fif-
ty-nine seconds into OT and 
picked up the 5-4 victory 
off a pass from DeMelis.

Rapid City established 
an early two-goal lead for 
themselves with back-to-
back unanswered goals at 
7:05 and 9:43 in the first, 
both from Briley Wood. 
Wood (7th) deked out goal-
tender Tristan Lennox and 
created an opening along 
the right side of the Railers’ 
net to score the Rush’s first 

tally. Wood (8th) followed 
up the play with a second 
unanswered goal for the 
team three-and-a-half min-
utes later, a shot that snuck 
its way in between the pads 
of Lennox (0-2). Worcester 
was unable to respond to 
the new lead before the 
horn sounded. No penalties 
were called in the period. 
Worcester led in shots on 
goal with 13 to Rapid City’s 
6. 

The second period was 
Worcester’s turn to chase 
down the Rush’s lead and 
take the game for them-
selves. In the span of six 
minutes and twenty-four 
seconds, Worcester went 
from trailing by two to 
a three-goal lead. Matt 
DeMelis (14th) got the 
scoring streak going with a 
quick one-timer assisted on 
by a pass through the crease 
from Riley Ginnell at 9:35 
(1-2). Drew Callin (16th) 
capitalized on a center ice 
breakaway as Rush goal-
tender Nathan Torchia was 
unable to block the push 
(2-2). Khristian Acosta was 
then sent down to the ice on 
the next play as he collided 

Railers score win in overtime

Please see REGISTRATION, 
page 11

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Registration has opened for 
the Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first 
meeting of 2026 to prepare 
for the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will 
include a 16th game added 
to the regular season sched-
ule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented 
with playing on Mother’s 
Day Saturday as well as a 
weeknight game to allow 
players an opportunity to 
play under the lights. While 
the night games were very 
successful, the Mother’s 
Day Saturday games were 
rained out.

Those elements will 
return along with a 16th 

game with an opponent to 
be determine as the league’s 
board explores possibilities 
for interleague matchups 
with another league in the 
region. 

For returning players 
to the league, the deadline 
is Mar. 22 at 12 noon to 
be registered for the 2026 
season in order to be guar-
anteed a roster spot. There 
will be open practices for all 
players but specifically tar-
geted at new players sched-
uled for March 29 and April 
4 at times and locations to 
be announced. The draft is 
currently scheduled to take 
place on April 4 following 
that practice.

The season is currently 
slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 

league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league 
in September and October 
this season.

The registration is live 
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league 
dues via Venmo or contact 
the league leadership if an 
alternate form of payment is 
needed.

Aside from the week-
night and Mother’s Day 
games, other games take 
place Sundays at 10 a.m. 
outside of Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day and July 4 
weekends. Playoffs will be 
in August.

This is the 30th season 
for the league and league 
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a 
couple of events. 

Registration now underway for QVBL

Please see RAILERS,
 page 11

Send Us Your Sports Photos!

sports@turley.com
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Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

is offering our local businesses an opportunity 
to advertise at a REDUCED RATE!

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 4.75" wide x 6.35" high

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the April 9 issue of 

The Journal Register and the Ware River News.

AD DEADLINE: MARCH 25, 2026
➤ Quarter page ad with story (4.75" x 12.75") $275

➤ Half page ad with story (9.75" x 12.75") $460
➤ Full page ad with story (Two 9.75" x 12.75") $650

262 Lower Road, Gilbertville 
774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

hardwickcrossing.com

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering & 
Curbside Pick-up 

Available
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, May 6th & 20th

Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website 
For More Details

GOLF COURSE NOW OPEN 

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR 
LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Function 
Space 

 Available

Outdoor dining available

GILBERTVILLE – 
The former Dunroamin 
Country Club, a 9-hole 
golf course, reopened at 
262 Lower Road, known 
as “Hardwick Crossing” 
and has a five-star quality 
restaurant without the price 
tag.

Hardwick Crossing 
golf course opened in July 
2022 with a manicured 
course while offering a 
variety of memberships 
packages to suit a range of 
guests and familial needs. This endeavor 
fulfilled owner Kenneth Uracius’ dream 
of reopening the former golf course. 

The newly renovated restaurant, 
known by regulars as “The Clubhouse,” 
opened in September 2022 and provides a 
full-service bar and gourmet food. Choic-
es include saute dishes, clam chowder, 
prime rib, fish and chips Buffalo chicken 
dip, Buffalo tenders, Gnocchi, Bourbon 
steak tips and salmon. 

The executive chef is Thomas Si-
mons. He was at Enricos Brick Oven Piz-
zaria for eight years as well as Tower Hill 
Botanical Gardens for many years. Their 
Sous Chef Neils Anderson took over that 
position when Simons got promoted to 
executive chef. Anderson comes from 
Sturbridge Host Hotel and Enrico’s and 
been at Hardwick Crossing from the be-
ginning. 

A 3,600 square foot banquet venue, 
which seats 170 people is open for special 

events and weddings. It has a panoramic 
view o the golf course. Chef Jeff Nicholas 
assists in the regular kitchen and runs the 
events and weddings kitchen. They also 
have outdoor seating for 125 overlooking 
the golf course.

The motto they follow at Hardwick 
Crossing is ingredients are “from the sea, 
from the table” and “from the family,” so 
fresh and local products are a top priority. 
General Manager Courtney Letendre said 
the restaurant has food delivered six days 
a week. Alex Symons is Assistant Man-
ager and Cassandra Hobbs, Bar Manager. 
They offer products and produce from 
Gibson Farms, Midtown Meats, West 
Boylston Seafood, local farm stands, 
Front Yard Farms.

The restaurant is open Sunday 
through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. People may follow them on face-
book and instagram at hardwickcrossing.
com.

Hardwick Crossing Country Club has a 9-hole golf 
course, a restaurant and banquet hall for weddings 
and special events.

Hardwick Crossing Country Club

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
& WARE RIVER NEWS

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

open roster spots on the other 
teams in the league, so get 
your registration in as soon 
as possible to participate in 
this season.

Games are played at 
ballfields throughout the 
region from as far south as 

Southwick’s Whalley Field, 
through South Hadley’s 
Beachgrounds and up north 
at Frontier Regional High 
School in South Deerfield.

For any questions, please 
go to the league website 
for more information. The 
league hopes interested play-
ers will come out and join the 
fun this spring and summer.

REGISTRATION
from page 10

with the Rush’s net. The act 
put the Railers on their first 
extra-man advantage of the 
night as Mitchell Smith head-
ed into the box for roughing. 
The two minutes with the 
man-advantage proved fruit-
ful as Callin (17th) nabbed 
a second tally, his fourth in 
two games. Amidst heavy 
traffic, Callin finished off 
a rebound and put the puck 
into a wide-open Rush net, 
which gave Worcester their 
3-2 lead as the second frame 
of play came to a close. Shots 
on goal once again favored 
Worcester 15-9. Smith’s pen-
alty was the only one called 
for the period. 

Rapid City quickly re-tied 
the game for the second time 
early in the third. The goal 
was tucked into the Railers 
net by Ryan Chyzowski 
(21st) at 4:18. Rapid City 
then reclaimed the game lead 
at 10:31 with a top-shelf shot 
atop the right circle from 

Blake Bennett (18th) (4-3). 
The play came from an 
man-advantage delivered by 
a tripping penalty called on 
Railers’ defenseman Adam 
Samuelsson at 9:35. Drew 
Callin (18th) kept a victory in 
the Railers sights with a late-
game hat-trick as netmind-
er Lennox was called to the 
bench to give Worcester the 
extra body. Callin drove the 
puck from the left faceoff dot 
over the shoulder of Torchia, 
and both teams skated into 
overtime, nodded up at four 
apiece. As the overtime clock 
began to count down, it was 
Anthony Repaci (15th) who 
claimed the game winner 
just fifty-nine seconds into 
play. Repaci tipped a back-
handed pass from DeMelis 
out in front to claim the 
Railers’ second victory in 
South Dakota with a 5-4 final 
score. Worcester put up 53 
shots on goal to Rapid City’s 
20. Worcester and Rapid 
City  each collected one pen-
alty in the third.

RAILERS
from page 10

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– School Committee Chair 
Matt Grant said the commit-
tee members would discuss 
and vote on whether or not to 
enter into a tuition agreement 
with a neighboring school 
district for students in grades 
seven through 12.

The School Committee 
received tuition agreement 
proposals from both Quaboag 
Regional School District and 
Quabbin Regional School 
District. A task force worked 
with a consultant to compare 
the potential financial impact 
of each proposal, as well as 
the cost of keeping the high 
school students in district. 

At the Feb. 18 meeting, 
School Committee Kristen 
Giangrande said several open 
forums were held over the 
past week, allowing staff, 
community members, parents 
and students to ask questions 
and share feedback and con-
cerns. 

“Regionalizat ion ver-
sus tuition agreement was 
discussed lightly,” she said. 
“Several parents shared their 
positive experiences in North 
Brookfield and shared their 
concerns about a tuition 
agreement.”

Grant said about 20 stu-
dents attended an open forum 
that past Friday and they 
heard a lot of questions and 
concerns. 

Committee discussion
Grant asked the committee 

members to share their input 
prior to taking a vote about a 
tuition agreement. 

Grant discussed a recent 
correspondence he received 
from Quaboag Regional 
Superintendent Stephen Duff 
regarding special education 
costs. 

He said the school dis-
trict’s special education 
department analyzed the cost 
of services for special edu-
cation students and estimat-
ed it to be $1.2 million. He 
said the proposal from the 
Quaboag Regional School 
District estimated the cost to 
be around $450,000.

He said the committee 
could utilize the services of 
independent consultant TMS, 
Inc. to review the special edu-
cation needs of the students. 
This would take about two 
weeks and cost up to $8,000. 

“Certainly, I think we do 
need to understand…how 
does one special education 
department look at one thing 
and get a number and how 
does one get a vastly different 
number?” Grant asked. “Just 
understanding that would 
help us all get to a realiza-
tion.”

Di r ec to r  o f  S tuden t 
S e r v i c e s  D r.  M i c h a e l 
Baldassarre said his depart-
ment never received a meth-
odology from the Quaboag 
Regional School District to 
calculate special education 
spending.

“We were given a rate 
sheet with hourly rates and 
that was it,” he said. “Nothing 
in writing that spells out any-
thing whatsoever about how 
the costs would be calculated. 
I still don’t have that to this 
day.”

Baldassar re  sa id  h i s 
department was told that the 
cost would be an hourly rate 
based on the state’s in-district 
Circuit Breaker rates. He said 
they utilized service delivery 
grids from student IEPs and 
calculated the hourly rates.

“We felt that those were 
inline with that actual cost of 
special education children in 
Massachusetts,” he said. 

He said the Quabbin 
Regional School District’s 
estimate for the cost of spe-
cial education services was in 
a “few percentage points” of 
his calculations.

“I’ve been in special edu-
cation now for two decades 
and I don’t understand how 
its possible to provide spe-
cial education services to our 
high school at such a signifi-
cantly discounted rate as we 
do and every school district 
in the state does as well,” he 
said. “The calculation that 
we did was appropriate and it 
was inline with what we were 
given verbally, but I have yet 
to be given a written meth-
odology of how those costs 
would be calculated.”

Baldassar re  sa id  the 
Quabbin Regional School 
District proposal tells them 
“almost to the penny” how 
much special education ser-
vices would cost the school 
district. 

He also shared concerns 
about the school district hav-
ing to pay for special educa-
tion services at the discretion 
of another school district. 

School Committee Vice-
Chair Tim Canada said the 
reason the task force looked 

at tuition agreements with 
other school district was due 
to financial reasons. He said 
the cost of special education 
services is part of the big pic-
ture. 

He said he was in support 
of regionalization when it 
came up, but he didn’t feel 
comfortable entering into a 
tuition agreement contract 
and closing the high school. 
He said the town as a whole, 
needs to “buy-in” to the 
school district and support 
and promote it.

“The kids should feel like 
the town has their back when 
they’re in this school; not 
that they are a burden to the 
town,” Canada said. 

Giangrande said she does 
not feel comfortable taking 
away educational choices 
from the families of North 
Brookfield by entering into 
a tuition agreement. She 
said the financial savings to 
the town are also less than 
expected.

Superintendent Timothy 
McCormick spoke of the 
need to create a strategic plan 
to bring the North Brookfield 
Public Schools “to the next 
level.”

Grant said the school dis-
trict also needs to communi-
cate with the town in order to 
move forward. He said they 
need to develop a solid plan 
to boost enrollment and help 
the school district to thrive.

“We just have to figure out 
what path, and what’s realis-
tic,” he said. 

Public comment
Deb Arnold spoke about 

the 2011 educational task 
force report. She served on 
the committee with three 
other residents. 

She said it took a year to 
research and create the report, 
at the Board of Selectmen’s 
request. 

“I think you’re coming 
to some of the same conclu-
sions,” Arnold said to the 
School Committee. 

Arnold said they need a 
vision and a plan to move 

forward positively. 
Student Dante Giangrande 

said the opportunities at 
Nor th  Brookfie ld  High 
School are different than 
those at either the Quaboag 
or Quabbin school districts. 
He described his school as a 
family.

“That is what we are 
and that is what we have 
become,” he said.

School staff and parents 
shared concerns about stu-
dents getting overlooked in 
the larger school districts, and 
missing out on key leadership 
and athletic opportunities.

Town Accountant Shiela 
LeBlanc said the town is fac-
ing a $700,000 deficit in the 
town budget. 

She said there needs to be 
a plan to bring students back 
to the school district, that 
is followed through by the 
School Committee members. 

“You’ve got to get people 
back here and that’s the plan 
you have to work on, but with 
no money,” LeBlanc said. 

LeBlanc said she under-
stands that many of the stu-
dents like the smaller popula-
tion in their high school, but 
she questioned if this fully 
prepared them for attending 
college after graduation.

“I think we should encour-
age the kids that they can do 
it in a bigger school…they 
can work hard, they can make 
these teams…look at maybe 
getting a late bus to come 
home for the sports or the 
afterschool things,” she said. 
“Everybody wants everything 
but no one wants to pay for it 
and there’s just no money.”

Rich Rigney, president 
of the North Brookfield 
Teachers Association, said 
the School Committee needs 
to support the staff and teach-
ers.

“We are willing to work to 
keep the school open, we just 
need to be empowered to do 
so,” he said. 

School Committee ended tuitioning-out talks

education

B O S T O N  –  T h e 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Schools 
listed the Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment 
System test results for 2025.

A chart listed below 
showed local school dis-
tricts scores. Quabbin, 
Quaboag and Ware all 
scored below the state 
average in all three cate-
gories, which was 494 for 
English Language Arts, 494 
math and 494 science. Of 
the three school Quabbin 
scored the highest for ELA 
491, then Ware at 489 and 
Quaboag at 486. In math, 
Quabbin scored the high-
est at 489 and Quaboag and 
Ware both scored 488.

In science Quabbin also 

placed the highest at 492, 
Quaboag 485 and Ware 167. 

DESE listed the number 
and percentage of local stu-
dents meeting or exceeding 
expectations. Quabbin had 
353 students or 36% meet-
ing or exceeding expecta-
tions in ELA, 297 or 30% 
students meeting or exceed-
ing expectations in math 
and 121 or 37% in science.

Quaboag had 137 or 
26% of students meeting or 
exceeding expectations in 
ELA, 165 students or 31% 
in math and 47 or 27% in 
science. Ware had 143 or 
29% of students meeting or 
exceeding expectations in 
ELA, 113 or 23 % in math 
and 57 or 34% in science.

Quabbin	 ELA 	 989 	 99% 	 491 
	 Math	 989 	 99% 	 489
    	 Sci	 327	 99%	 492

Quaboag	 ELA	 537	 99%	 486
	 Math	 536	 99%	 488
	 Sci	 173  	 99%	 485

Ware	 ELA	 127  	 26%	 489
	 Math	 125	 26%	 488	
	 Sci 	 36	 22%	 167

State
	 ELA	 396,309	 99% 	 494
	 Math 	 396,348	 99%	 494	
	 Sci.	 32,011	 98%	 494

2025 MCAS SCHOOL DISTRICTS CHART 

DESE lists MCAS 
results for 2025

  Average 
scaled score

School  Subject #students  % 
participation

 totals

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Please see NB TALKS, 
page 13



Page 12, Ware River News, February 26, 2026

Ware Police Log
During the weeks of 

Feb. 8-17, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
16 miscellaneous calls, 33 
administrative calls, nine 
traffic violations, nine emer-
gency 911 calls, one theft/
larceny, three harassments/
stalks/threats, one motor 
vehicle accident, two fires, 
two damage/vandalisms, one 
trespass, one breaking and 
entering, five animal calls 
and 21 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Ware.

Sunday, Feb. 8
2:45 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Nor th  St ree t ,  Ci ta t ion/
Warning Issued

4:20 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Nor th  St ree t ,  Ci ta t ion/
Warning Issued

4:26 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Vigeant Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

5:06 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Walnut Street,  Citation/
Warning Issued

9 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, North Street, Appears 
Secure After Check

4:17 p.m. Warrant Service, 
West Main Street, Arrest 
Made

Monday, Feb. 9
1:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

2:19 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Warren, Assist Given

3:41 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Walnut Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

3:49 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Gareau Avenue, Parking 
Ticket Issued

7 : 4 9  a . m .  T r a f f i c 
Violation, Greenwich Road, 
Report Made

10:24 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Old Belchertown 
Road, Assist Given

6:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Gould Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

Tuesday, Feb. 10
8 : 5 1  a . m .  T r a f f i c 

Violation, Pulaski Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

1 1 : 1 3  a . m .  Tr a f f i c 
Violation, South Street, 
Vehicle Towed

11:32 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, North Street, Assist 
Given

5:07 p.m. Warrant Service, 
Hillside Village, Arrest Made

6:41 p.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, North Street, Dispatch 
Handled

Wednesday, Feb. 11
2:36 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Cottage Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

6:38 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, North Street, Appears 
Secure After Check

9:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Vernon Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Thursday, Feb. 12
12:14 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency,  Pa lmer  Road , 
Investigated

1:50 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
West Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

7:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Fisherdick Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

12:54  p .m.  Damage/
Vandalism, Eddy Street, 
Could Not Locate

1 : 1 1  p . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, West Street, 
Advised

10:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

11:21 p.m.  Trespass/
Unwanted, Walnut Street, No 
Action Required

Friday, Feb. 13
12:54 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Walnut Street, Services 
Rendered

2:50 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Walnut Street, Services 
Rendered

4:05 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Walnut Street, Services 
Rendered

6:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

10:57 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, East Street, Canceled 
En Route

2 p.m. Disturbance, East 
Street, Arrest Made

4:42 p.m. Warrant Serve, 
Malboeuf Road, Arrest Made

Saturday, Feb. 14
12:52 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, Otis Avenue, 
Advised

1 1 : 3 4  a . m .  S m o k e 
Investigation, Gilbertville 
Road, Investigated

4:56 p.m. Warrant Service, 
West Main Street, Arrest 
Made

6:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
C r a s h ,  C h e r r y  S t r e e t , 
Services Rendered

6:41 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Criminal Complaint Request

Sunday, Feb. 15
3:18 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Pulaski Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

3:26 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
North Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

3:36 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Vigeant  Street ,  Parking 
Ticket Issued

3:49 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
North Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

4:24 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Bank Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

4:29 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Gareau Avenue, Parking 
Ticket Issued

4:34 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Walnut Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

5:12 a.m. Assist Other 
A gency,  N or th  S t r ee t , 
Advised

1:59 p.m. Abduction, 
Main Street, Investigated

2:39 p.m. Disturbance, 
O t i s  Avenue ,  Se rv i ce s 
Rendered

8 : 1 6  p . m .  T r a f f i c 
Violation, Gilbertville Road, 
Investigated

8:37 p.m. Suspicious/
Wa n t e d ,  E a s t  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

9:36 p.m. Disturbance, 
Parker Street, Advised

11:09 p.m. Disturbance, 
Otis Avenue, Investigated

Monday, Feb. 16
4:14 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Walnut Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

12:58 p.m. Breaking and 
Entering/Burglary, Osborne 
Road, Appears Secure After 
Check

2:49 p.m. Disturbance, 
South Street, Advised

4 :17  p .m .  S t r uc tu r e 
Fire,  Gilbertvil le Road, 
Extinguished

8:03 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Main Street, 
Assist Given

8:43 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
West Street, Report Made

Hardwick Police Log

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety
Warren Police Log

During the week of Feb. 
1-7, the Warren Police 
Department  responded 
to 152 building/property 
checks, 19 community polic-
ings, 10 emergency 911 
calls, three complaints, four 
parking issues, one safe-
ty hazard, one trespasser/
prowler, one fraud/forgery, 
one fire, one larceny/theft, 
one motor vehicle accident, 
two animal calls and 11 
motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Warren.

Sunday, Feb. 1
2 : 0 3  a . m .  F a l l s , 

M e c h a n i c  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

2:52 a.m. Parking Issues, 
Moore Avenue, Citation 
Issued

7 : 4 6  a . m .  H a z m a t 
Incident, Bridges Avenue, 
Referred to Other Agency

9:30 a.m. Complaint, 
Milton O. Fountain Way, 
Report Filed

9:50 a.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, School 
Street ,  Transported to 
Hospital

1 : 5 8  p . m .  N o i s e 
Complaint, Main Street, 
Negative Contact

3:50 p.m. Breathing 
Difficulty, Brimfield Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

Monday, Feb. 2
12:12  a .m.  Park ing 

I s s u e s ,  N o r t h  S t r e e t , 
Citation Issued

12:21  a .m.  Park ing 
Issues, Main Street, Citation 

Issued
9:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Street, Citation 
Issued

10:43 a .m.  Al lergic 
Reaction, Yankee Drummer 
Dr ive ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

10:56 a.m. Wires Down, 
School Street, Referred to 
Other Agency

9:28 p.m. Welfare Check, 
River Street, Report Filed

Tuesday, Feb. 3
1:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Citation 
issued

2:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Old West Brookfield 
Road, Written Warning

5:09 p.m. Suspicious 
Vehicle, High Street, Report 
Filed

Wednesday, Feb. 4
9:24 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Spring Street, Transported 
to Hospital

10:23 a.m. Trespasser or 
Prowler, Old West Warren 
Road, Arrest(s) Made

4:31 p.m. Structure Fire, 
Boston Post Road, Fire 
Extinguished

6:14 p.m. Larceny or 
Theft, Main Street, Report 
Filed

Thursday, Feb. 5
8:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

9:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

9:50 a.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, 
School House Drive, Mutual 
Aid Transport

1 1 : 0 2  a . m .  E r r a t i c 
Operator,  Main Street , 
Investigated

11:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Boston Post Road, Report 
Filed

Friday, Feb. 6
9 : 3 9  a . m .  S i c k /

Unknown, Nelligan Terrace, 
Transported to Hospital

1 1 : 3 9  a . m .  S a f e t y 
Concern, Dunham Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

1:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
A c c i d e n t ,  O l d  We s t 
Brookfield Road,  Cal l 
Transferred

5:32 p.m. Assist Other 
P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t , 
Washington Street, Report 
Filed

8 : 3 9  p . m .  N o i s e 
Complaint, Coy Hill Road, 
Report Filed

Saturday, Feb. 7
5:31 a.m. Bleeding, 

W i n t h r o p  T e r r a c e , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

10:26 a.m. Fraud or 
Forgery, Milton O. Fountain 
Way, Report Filed

2:44 p.m. Parking Issues, 
Ramsdell Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

5:38 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Brimfield Road, Report 
Filed

During the week of 
Feb. 9-16, the Hardwick/
New Brain tree  Pol ice 
Department responded to 
84 building/property checks, 
36 directed/area patrols, 
nine radar assignments, 
eight traffic controls, six 
emergency 911 calls, one 
citizen assist, two assist 
other agencies, two com-
plaints, one safety hazard, 
two motor vehicle investi-
gations, one fire, one bur-
glary, one harassment, one 
motor vehicle accident, one 
animal call and 19 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Feb. 9
8:33 a.m. Fire/Other, 

Church Lane, Investigated
7:08 p.m. 911 Burglary/

Breaking and Entering, 
Main Street, Report Taken

Tuesday, Feb. 10
2:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation, Main Street, 
Officer Handled

10:26 a.m. Complaint, 
M a i n  S t r e e t ,  O ff i c e r 
Handled

11:06 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency,  High  S t ree t , 
Officer Handled

4:19 p.m. Suspicious 
Act ivi ty,  Main Street , 
Negative Contact

9:01 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Ridge  Road,  Services 
Rendered

9:52 p.m. 911 Suspicious 
Act ivi ty,  Main Street , 
Negative Contact

1 0 : 4 6  p . m .  S a f e t y 
H a z a r d ,  Tow n  Wi d e , 
Dispatch Handled

Wednesday, Feb. 11
12:51 a .m.  Medical 

Emergency, Upper Church 
Street ,  Transported to 
Hospital

Thursday, Feb. 12
3 : 0 2  a . m .  Pa r k i n g 

Complaint, Main Street, 
Written Warning

12:09 p.m. Harassment, 
Joslyn Road, Spoken To

Friday, Feb. 13
6:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation, Main Street, 
Investigated

8:25 a.m. 911 Medical 
Ala rm,  Church  Lane , 
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Feb. 14
1 1 : 4 5  a . m .  M o t o r 

Vehicle Stop, Lower Road, 
Written Warning

1:26 p.m. 911 Motor 
Vehicle Crash, Barre Road, 
Citation Issued

3:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Sunday, Feb. 15
11:50 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Prospect Street, 
Patient Refusal

7:50 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Hardwick Road, 
No Action Required

day. Both parents feed the 
young by regurgitation. The 
young leave the nest in about 
four weeks after hatching, but 
parents feed them for whilet. 
Later, they follow them to 
good foraging sites. They 
mainly eat ants and other 
insects. They also eat fruits 
and berries in fall and winter.

Bird bath visitors
A Brimfield resident sent 

an email recently. He said, “I 
have a heated bird bath so I 
modified it by placing rocks 
in the center so that the only 
water available is near the 
edge and birds can’t immerse 
themselves in water to take a 
bath. The birds sit on the edge 
of the bird bath to drink.”

He also said, “I have a 
trail camera aimed at the bird 
bath. I was looking at pic-
tures taken during December 
(40,000) and saw that blue 
jays, house finches and jun-
cos are the most frequent 
birds taking a drink. Birds 
that show up less often are 
cardinals, titmice and morn-
ing doves. Curiously chicka-
dees drink infrequently even 
though they are often seen in 
the yard. We seldom see gold-
finches drinking, but they are 

not seen in the yard often. I 
was surprised to see a downy 
woodpecker show up twice to 
get a drink. I can’t recall ever 
seen a woodpecker drink at 
the bird bath before, summer 
or winter.”

Helping birds
The Brimfield resident 

said creating brush piles pro-
vides shelter for birds. The 
piles also provide shelter for 
small animals as well. He said 
this time of year is a good 
time to trim trees and shrubs, 
a source of materials for a 
brush pile. 

He said someone sent him 
a link about the possible dan-
gers to birds of their feathers 
freezing if they take a bath 
in cold weather. For more 
information, people may visit 
the link at https://blog.nature.
org/2022/01/31/should-you-
provide-birds-water-in-win-
ter/.

Project Feederwatch
The Brimfield resident 

also said, “I recently visit-
ed the Project Feederwatch 
2025 results (https://cdn.
feederwatch.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/12/Winter-Bird-
Highlights- 2025_12.22.2025.
pdf).

The chart shows the top 

25 birds seen in the Northeast 
during last year. The top 11 
species can be seen most days 
in our yard.” 

Here is the list: 1. chick-
adee, 2. dark-eyed junco, 
3.  northern cardinal ,  4. 
downy woodpecker, 5. blue 
jay, 6. mourning dove, 7. 
white-breasted nuthatch, 8. 
American goldfinch, 9. house 
finch, 10. red-bellied wood-
pecker, 11. tufted titmouse, 
12. American robin, 13. 
European starling, 14. house 
sparrow, 15. hairy woodpeck-
er, 16. Carolina wren, 17. 
white-throated sparrow, 18. 
song sparrow, 19. red-winged 
blackbird, 20. common grack-
le, 21. American crow, 22. 
brown-headed cowbird, 23. 
chipping sparrow, 24. north-
ern flicker and 25 purple 
finch. 

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. The Palmer 
office has a new phone system 
and I will be getting an exten-
sion where messages may be 
left. I will publish the number 
as soon as it is set up.
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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community newspapers plus more! The 
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territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills.  
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Turley Publications
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obituary

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Death notices
Doiron, Anna M.
Died Feb. 18, 2026
Services Feb. 26, 2026

Eunice P. Sinnamon
Died Jan. 31, 2026

SANDWICH – Anna M. 
Doiron, beloved wife, moth-
er, grandmother and friend, 
passed away peacefully on 
Feb. 18, 2026, at 
the age of 82, sur-
rounded by her 
loved ones.  

Born in Ware, 
she was the cher-
i s h e d  d a u g h -
ter of the late 
Tadeus and Jennie 
Marcinek. Anna 
graduated from 
Warren High School. 

She is predeceased by her 
husband, William J. Doiron. 
She is survived by her chil-
dren - Deborah Tokarz of 
Osterville, Robert W. (Trista) 
Tokarz, Jr. of Marstons Mills, 
and Dianne (Mark) Ellis 
of Gray Gables; step-chil-
dren: Michael Doiron of 
Centerville and Monique 
( T h o m a s )  L a d n e r  o f 
Hyannis; and brother: Tadeus 
(Mary) Marcinek of West 
Warren. One of her greatest 
joys in life was being a Babci 
to her grandchildren: Aaron 
(Julia), Jenna, Christopher, 
Jack, Hope, Henry, Bridgette, 
Drew.

 She worked for the Town 
of Barnstable for over 30 
years where she made many 
lifelong friendships and met 
her husband, Bill.  

Anna will be lovingly 
remembered for her kind-

ness, strength, faith, and 
her deep love of family. She 
cherished family gatherings, 
family traditions, and spend-

ing  t ime wi th 
loved ones.  

She enjoyed 
p e r f o r m a n c -
es at the Cape 
P l a y h o u s e , 
enjoyed days out 
s h o p p i n g  a n d 
luncheons, and 
thrifting around 
Cape Cod and 

Nantucket.  
Proud of her Polish heri-

tage, she had a special appre-
ciation for Polish music and 
cuisine. 

Her presence will  be 
deeply missed and forever 
remembered by all who knew 
and loved her. Her love was 
the foundation of our family, 
and her strength will forever 
guide us.

Vi s i t a t i on  fo r  Anna 
M. Doiron was held at 
Nickerson-Bourne Funeral 
Home,  loca ted  a t  154 
Route 6A, Sandwich, MA 
02563, on Feb. 25, 2026 
from 5-7 p.m.  The Funeral 
Mass will be conducted at 
Corpus Christi Parish, 324 
Quaker Meetinghouse Road, 
Sandwich, MA 02537, on 
Feb. 26, 2026 from 11 a.m.-
noon. A committal service 
will follow at Sandwich 
Town Cemetery.

Anna M. Doiron, 82

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. What travelers 

must do
  5. Calendar month
  8. Hopefully quickly
 12. Once more
 14. Bravo! Bravo! 

Bravo!
 15. “Cheers” actress 

Perlman
 16. Astronomy unit
 18. Savings vehicle
 19. Get your ducks 

in this
 20. Right away
 21. Popular sports 

league
 22. Containers
 23. Entireties
 26. One who wassails
 30. Turned-up position
 31. Extreme modesty
 32. Writing utensil
 33. Rewards (archaic)

 34. Ancient capital
 39. S. American wood 

sorrel
 42. General discomfort
 44. Philippine island
 46. A witty saying
 47. One who 

summarizes
 49. Covered in
 50. Mimic
 51. Henry was a 

notable one
 56. Daughter of Hera 

and Zeus
 57. Retired NFLer 

Newton
 58. Playground 

equipment
 59. Concept
 60. Satisfaction
 61. Fishing net
 62. Hammer end
 63. A father’s male 

child

 64. Japanese drink

CLUES DOWN
  1. Off-Broadway figure
  2. Gelatinous substance
  3. Concern
  4. “Lick It Up” rockers
  5. Serbian river
  6. Part of a hat
  7. Bowl-shaped 

drinking vessel
  8. Semitic language
  9. Utter a shrill cry
 10. Long times
 11. Animal parts
 13. Causing annoyance
 17. Amorous talker
 24. Attempt
 25. Harmonic effects
 26. Cost per mile
 27. They __
 28. Bitterly regret
 29. Not even
 35. A way to drop

 36. Title of respect
 37. World leader
 38. Georgia rockers
 40. National capital
 41. Great Plains people
 42. Duck-sized dinosaur 

genus
 43. Architectural 

recesses
 44. Member of U.S. 

Navy
 45. Mountainous
 47. Kite bird
 48. Sweetheart 

(archaic)
 49. Popular snack made 

of potato
 52. 70s songsters The 

Bee __
 53. SE China port __-

men
 54. Something to fill up
 55. League of Legends 

character

“A year has passed, 
   your voice now still, 
Yet in my heart, you’re 

with me still. 
Through days of tears 

and nights so long, 
Your memory keeps
   my spirit strong.”

IN LOVING

Memory

Oct. 26, 1942 - Feb. 27, 2025

JOHN PERRON SR.

Missed by your wife and family.

N E W  B R A I N T R E E 
– Tri-Parish Community 
Church members voted at 
their Feb. 1,  2026 annu-
al meeting to donate all the 
proceeds raised from the 
2025 Christmas in New 
Braintree craft fair to the 
local missions supported by 
church.  

A decision had been made 
in mid-2025 for the church 
to host the event, which had 
been on hiatus for sever-
al years. It was a success-
ful event, featuring over 35 
vendors and raising just over 
$2,400, thanks to the hard 
work of many volunteers 
within the church and greater 
community.  

An anonymous donor and 
Webster First Federal Credit 
Union contributed funds as 
well, with the donation from 
Webster First specifically 
earmarked for the Hardwick 
Food Pantry and the church’s 
Mustard Seed program.  

T h e  p r o c e e d s  h ave 
been distributed to the 

Hardwick Food Pantry, 
the  Church’s  Deacon’s 
Fund and Mustard Seed 
program. The Hardwick 
Food Pantry, located in the 
Calvinistic Congregational 
Church in Hardwick, serves 
many in the communi-
ties of Hardwick and New 
Braintree throughout the 
year.  The Deacon’s Fund 
provides emergency financial 
assistance to individuals to 
help with a variety of criti-
cal needs such as the costs 
of heating oil, electricity or 
rent. 

Referrals for assistance 
come through the Hardwick 
Food Pantry, church office or 
deacons of the Tri Parish.  

The Mustard Seed pro-
gram provides a monthly 
meal to the Mustard Seed 
minis t ry  in  Worces ter.  
Volunteers meet to prepare 
a nutritious meal, complete 
with fruit and home-made 
brownies the third Monday 
of each month at the New 
Braintree Town Hall, which 

is then transported to the 
Mustard Seed shelter in 
Worcester.  

The church members are 
grateful for the support of 
the community and all the 
vendors, who participated 
in the event. enabling the 
church to fulfill its mission 
to love God and its neighbors 
through worship and service. 
Donations to these worth-
while missions can be made 
to the Tri-Parish Community 
Church with specific desig-
nation written on the memo 
line of the check, mailed 
to Tri Parish Community 
Church, P.O. Box 202, New 
Braintree, MA 01531 or 
through the church’s website 
by visiting triparishcommu-
nitychurch.org. 

Those interested in par-
ticipating in this year’s 
Christmas in New Braintree, 
either as a vendor or volun-
teer, should email the church 
office at triparishcc@gmail.
com.

Tri-Parish donates to local missions

mium which helps pay for 
Medicare outpatient health-
care services. The stan-
dard Medicare Part B pre-
mium for 2026 is $202.90 
per month, compared to 
Medicare Part A which is 
free to all who are eligible 
for Social Security bene-
fits. But the 1.45% payroll 
tax which is being with-
held from your girlfriend’s 

paycheck is paid by every-
one who has work earnings, 
even if they are enrolled in 
Medicare.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental 
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-

ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

SSI from page 4

verification cannot be provid-
ed.  

Campground-specific 
updates 

Fans of camping at Mount 
Greylock State Reservation 
and the Boston Harbor 
Islands are encouraged to 
monitor DCR’s website 
and social media accounts 
for updates on the camping 
schedule. 

Savoy Mountain State 
Forest’s campground will 
close July 31, to accommo-
date the construction of a 
new bathhouse.  

This season, Washburn 
Island will be available 
for camping on Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
nights. The campground at 
Washburn Island is accessi-
ble by private boat only. 

Please note that there 
is no on-site parking at the 
Waquoi t  Bay  Na t iona l 
Estuarine Research Reserve 
or at the Town of Falmouth 
parking lo t  a t  White’s 
Land ing .  Campers  a re 
responsible for finding suit-
able parking arrangements. 

Since last season, DCR 
has made several improve-
ments to its campsites includ-
ing the new yurts at both 
Clarksburg State Park and 
Nickerson State Park. 

A list of DCR campsites 
can be found at DCR’s camp-
ing webpage. Campsites vary 
in offered accommodations, 
including showers, flush 
toilets, and R.V. water and 
power hook-ups. 

Yurts can be reserved 
at Myles Standish State 
Forest ,  Nickerson State 
Park, October Mountain 
State Forest, Clarksburg 
State Park, Otter River State 

Forest, Shawme Cromwell 
State Forest, Wells State 
Park and Willard Brook State 
Forest. Cabins can be rented 
at Mohawk Trail State Forest 
and Savoy Mountain State 
Forest. 

For more information on 
camping in cabins and yurts 
visit DCR’s cabin and yurt 
camping webpage. 

Additionally, approxi-
mately 20 of DCR’s camp-
grounds have accessible 
campsites that all provide 
accessible parking, accessi-
ble restrooms, and a flat, firm 
and stable surface for camp-
ing. For more information 
on accessible campsites visit 
DCR’s accessible camping 
webpage.  

For more information and 
questions about the 2026 
camping season, visit the 
agency’s website, www.mass.
gov/dcr or email dcr.cam-
pinginfo@mass.gov.

CAMPGROUND
from page 5

Selectman Jamie Gilman 
said Net School Spending 
won’t change by entering 
into a tuition agreement, 
but he said if they can’t 
turn things around for the 
high school, each year will 
become “more desperate than 
the one before.”

“The conversation will 
never go away,” Gilman said. 
“This hope that kids will 
stop leaving because we stop 
talking about it; we’re not 
going to be in that position. 
The more desperate we get, 
the less bargaining power we 
have into any of these agree-
ments because we are quick-
ly going to get to the point of 
unsustainability.”

He said eventually there 
will be no choice.

“What it all boils down to 

is the money,” Gilman said. 
School Committee vote
The School Committee 

voted 4-1 in favor of ending 
discussion to enter into a tui-
tion agreement with another 
school district and keeping 
the middle/high school open. 
Grant was the only opposing 
vote. 

McCormick said in a 
statement after the meeting: 
“This topic has been a signif-
icant and, at times, emotional 
conversation within our com-
munity since last spring. We 
are grateful to now have clar-
ity and closure on this mat-
ter.”

McCormick thanked the 
School Committee, district 
and school leadership and 
the members of the tuition 
task force for their efforts to 
research, analyze data and 
engage in discussions.

“Their work was thor-
ough,  t ransparent ,  and 
grounded in what  they 
believed to be in the best 
interest of our students and 
community,” he said.

McCormick said it is 
important that the school 
community and the town 
come together to strength-
en and grow the North 
Brookfield Public Schools.

“Our district’s small size 
is not a limitation; it is one 
of our greatest strengths,” he 
said. “Now is the time to lean 
into those strengths while 
continuing to think boldly 
about our future. I believe it 
is important that we contin-
ue engaging all stakeholders 
in conversations about how 
we can innovate, expand 
opportunities, and build on 
the strong foundation that 
already exists.”

NB TALKS from page 11

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

NEW SALEM – The 
Swift River Valley Historical 
Society, the leading resource 
in preserving the artifacts, 
stories and records of the 
lost towns of the Swift River 
Valley, has announced the 
successful sale of a seven-
teenth century artifact from 
its collection. 

The Symon and Rebeckah 
Horne Pilgrim Century valu-
ables cabinet, attributed to 

the Symonds shops of Salem 
and dated 1677, was sold 
by Sotheby’s in New York, 
achieving $1.6 million. 

The decision to sell the 
piece was made after a thor-
ough review by the muse-
um’s board of directors. 
The cabinet, while valuable 
and historically signifi-
cant, was owned by a fam-
ily that moved to the Swift 
River Valley from eastern 

Massachusetts, and did not 
directly support the muse-
um’s core mission to pre-
serve and interpret the histo-
ry of the Swift River Valley 
towns that were destroyed to 
build the Quabbin Reservoir, 
Boston’s water supply.

“This is not a decision 
the board made lightly,” said 

Museum sells rare artifact to secure 
future preservation efforts

Please see MUSEUM, 
page 15
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – Oil and 
Gas, AC service also. 413-222-2904 
Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

WANTED SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

TAX SERVICES

(413) 687-5552

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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public notices
Town of Warren

Notice of Public Hearing
In accordance with Massachu-

setts General Laws Chapter 166 
Section 22, a public hearing will 
take place on the petition of Na-
tional Grid to install 5 JO Poles 
on Reed St., and relocate 11 JO 
Poles on Reed St., beginning at 
a point approximately 1100 feet 
in a west direction.  This hear-
ing will be held on Thursday, 
March 12th, 2026 at 6:00PM at 
the Warren Senior Center, 2252 
Main St., West Warren.

Richard Eichacker, Chairman 
Board of Selectmen

02/26, 03/05/2026

TOWN OF WARE
Public Hearing 

Monday, March 9, 2026 
at 6:30 PM

Ware Town Hall
126 Main Street, Ware, MA

or Join Online: 
https://zoom.us/join 

Meeting ID: 784 604 1861     
Passcode: 01082 

FY 2026 Town of Ware CDBG 
Application

The Town of Ware Community 
Development Authority, with Pi-
oneer Valley Planning Commis-
sion, will conduct a Public Hear-
ing on Monday, March 9th, 2026 
at 6:30 PM at the Ware Town 
Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware – 
Town Hall Meeting Room or via 
Zoom with the meeting ID and 
Passcode noted above. 

The public is encouraged to 

attend these meetings to discuss 
the FY26 application to the Mas-
sachusetts Executive Office of 
Housing and Livable Communi-
ties for up to $950,000 in avail-
able Community Development 
Block Grant Funds. Any person 
with questions or comments re-
garding the grant application will 
have an opportunity to be heard. 
Those unable to attend can send 
written comments to the Com-
munity Development Authori-
ty, Planning Department, Ware 
Town Hall, or through email at 
psmith@townofware.org. All 
written comments will be pre-
sented during the public meet-
ings. 

The Town is seeking input on 
community needs and projects 
which would benefit from grant 
funding. Construction of the Cot-
tage Street improvement project 

is currently being reviewed. The 
CDBG application will also in-
clude a request for funding for up 
to five social service programs 
including, but not limited to, 
adult basic education and GED 
preparation, domestic violence 
prevention, elder services, and 
community health. 

The Ware Town Hall is hand-
icapped accessible. Anyone who 
requires special accommodation 
for either public meeting should 
contact the town at least one week 
prior to the hearing date at (413) 
967-9648 ext. 118. For further 
information contact Para Smith, 
Director of Planning & Com-
munity Development at (413) 
967-96487 ext. 118 or psmith@
townofware.com or Erica John-
son at PVPC at (413) 781-6045 
or ejohnson@pvpc.org.  
02/26/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Monty and said he likes to 
look around the room. The 
reason for him sticking out 
his tongue periodically is to 
taste the air of the environ-
ment he is in. 

Ball pythons usually eat 
rodents and blend very well 
in trees. Monty is not a fully 
grown ball python, and their 
name comes from their incli-
nation to coil themselves into 
a ball. 

The next animal friend 
was Zippy the Russian tor-
toise. Zippy can live up to 
50 years and has a diet that 
includes vegetation, flowers, 
and some fruits. 

The next animal friend 
was loud at the beginning 
of the program and Gilbert 
thought it may be a good 
time to bring him out. 

“The loud one in the box,” 
Gilbert said. 

The commotion came 
from Cheese the white leg-
horn rooster. Cheese came to 
The Zoo at Forest Park after 
he was hatched as a science 
experiment in a local class-
room. 

Gilbert described Cheese 
as one of the friendliest 
roosters you will ever meet. 
He is about 8 years old and 
his species can eat just about 
anything they can find. 

The next animal friends 
featured on Wildlife on 
Wheels are the Madagascar 
hissing cockroaches. These 
unique cockroaches, native 
to Madagascar, are import-
ant to the ecosystem as they 
are decomposers. They break 
down decaying plant and ani-
mal matter and return import-
ant nutrients to the soil. 

Hissing helps them scare 
predators away. One of the 
kids asked if these cock-
roaches have any predators, 
and Gilbert said lemurs 
and monkeys will eat them. 
Males are distinguishable 
from females due to the pres-
ence of horns near their head. 

The last friend to appear 
was the lionhead rabbit, 
Meatball. This rabbit gets 
his name due to him rolling 
up into a ball. The lionhead 
rabbit gets its name from the 
beard that grows around their 
faces. 

Meatball was given to 

Judith McIntosh, Chair 
of the SRVHS Board of 
Directors. “We are deep-
ly committed to our mis-
sion to preserve the history 
of the Swift River Valley. 
The sale allows us to 
strengthen our operations, 
make much-needed capital 
improvements, and expand 
educational programming 
that serves the greater com-
munity.”

Proceeds from the sale 
will be used to make cap-
ital improvements and 
accessibility updates to the 
Whitaker-Clary House, 
fund long-term mainte-
nance of museum build-
ings, and implement a new 
strategic plan. 

“We understand that 
the community places 
great trust in us as stew-
ards of Quabbin history,” 
said McIntosh. “This sale 
ensures that we can devote 
greater resources to fulfill-
ing our mission.”

The Swift River Valley 
Museum is open during 
the summer season and by 
appointment. For a glimpse 
into the life of each of the 
four lost towns, visit the 
Whitaker-Clary House, 
Prescott Church Museum, 
and Carriage Shed at the 
historical society’s location 
at 40 Elm St.

About the Swift River 
Valley Historical Society 

The Swift River Valley 
Historical Society is the 
leading resource in preserv-
ing the artifacts, stories and 
records of the towns that 
were lost in order to cre-
ate the Quabbin Reservoir 
water supply that serves 
eastern Massachusetts: 
Prescott, Dana, Enfield, 
and Greenwich. 

SRVHS collaborates 
with communities, orga-
nizations and agencies to 
provide educational oppor-
tunit ies and programs 
about the history of this 
region and to ensure appro-
priate management and 
protection of those resourc-
es and artifacts, including 
the Quabbin watershed, to 
engage public interest and 
support.

T h e  S w i f t  R i v e r 
Historical Museum is open 
Wednesdays and Sundays 
from 1-4 p.m. from June to 
September. Admission to 
the museum is free. 

Read more at www.
swiftrivermuseum.org, or 
on Facebook at Swift River 
Valley Historical Society.

MUSEUM from page 13 Wildlife on Wheels

the zoo in a box as a surren-
dered pet. Lionhead rabbits 
are recognized as a domesti-
cated species and live where 
their human caretakers live. 

Gilbert says Meatball is any-
where from 8 to 9 years of 
age. 

For more information on 
Wildlife on Wheels, visit 
www.forestparkzoo.org. 

WILDLIFE from page 1

Animal Keeper and 
Educator, Cameron Gilbert, 
held Monty the ball python. Submitted Photos

Cameron Gilbert is shown with Zippy the Russian tortoise 
who lives at the Zoo at Forest Park.

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– Second Chance Animal 
Services has launched an 
urgent fundraising campaign 
to replace the heating system 
at its Adoption Center after 
the existing system failed 
and was deemed unsalvage-
able despite extensive repair 
efforts.

“The Adoption Center is 
home to vulnerable animals 
every single day, including 
puppies, kittens, seniors, and 
pets recovering from illness 
or surgery, all of whom rely 
on a warm, stable environ-
ment to stay healthy and 
comfortable,” said Lindsay 
Doray, Chief Development 
Officer at Second Chance. 
“The failure of our heating 
system during a period of 
extended cold weather makes 
this replacement especially 
urgent. We brought in pro-
fessionals who explored 
every possible option to 
repair the system, but unfor-
tunately there is no way to 
save it. Heat is not optional 
for the animals in our care, 
and while replacing the sys-

tem is a major, unexpected 
expense, delaying is simply 
not an option.”

Charlton Oil, a longtime 
supporter of Second Chance, 
helped set up temporary heat 
to keep the building open 
and staff are monitoring the 
temperature around the clock 
until the new system can be 
installed.

In addition to serving 
as an Adoption Center, the 
building functions as an 
emergency placement facil-
ity for pets displaced during 
natural disasters and other 
emergencies. During events 
such as the historic ice storm 
that knocked out power for 
a week, Second Chance pro-
vides critical shelter and care 

for affected animals. 
Without a functioning 

heating system, the organi-
zation’s ability to respond in 
similar situations is at risk.

Second Chance is work-
ing to raise $14,000 to cover 
the cost of replacing the 
commercial heating system 
as quickly as possible. Funds 
raised will go directly toward 
installation so the organiza-
tion can continue providing 
lifesaving care and remain 
prepared for emergencies.

Community members are 
encouraged to support the 
fundraiser or help spread the 
word.

For more information or 
to donate, visit givebutter.
com/shelterheat.

About Second Chance 
Animal Services

Second Chance Animal 
Services is a nonprofit ani-
mal welfare organization 
founded in 1999. Second 
Chance began as an animal 
shelter and grew to help more 
pets in need.  

Today, Second Chance 

o p e r a t e s  C o m m u n i t y 
Veterinary Hospitals in North 
Brookfield, Southbridge, 
Springfield, and Worcester 
providing access to the high-
est-quality veterinary care for 
all. Subsidized rates are pro-
vided to underserved com-
munities to ensure access to 
care for all pets in need. 

Last year Second Chance 
helped over 64,000 pets live 
better lives through full-ser-
vice veterinary care, spay/
neuter services, adoption 
services, community & edu-
cational outreach programs, 
training, and a pet food pan-
try. For more information, 
visit Second Chance’s web-
site at www.secondchancean-
imals.org.

Follow Second Chance on 
Facebook:  www.facebook.
com/secondchanceanimals

Follow Second Chance on 
Instagram: www.instagram.
com/secondchanceas/

Follow Second Chance on 
X:  x.com/secondchanceas

Submitted Photo
Second Chance Animal Services is launching an emergency 
fundraiser to replace the heating system at its Adoption 
Center in East Brookfield.

Second Chance launches emergency fundraiser 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS, TUBES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE US!!!!
PRE-SEASON BIKE SALE!!

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tuesday-Sunday

8am-2pm

BRING IN ENTIRE AD FOR $5 OFF
with $10 minimum purchase.

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES
❖ MAC’N CHEESE
❖ LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

See website for specials
JARSCafe.com
❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

TEA FOR TWO
1st Sunday Every Month
Reservations Required

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Two Great Cruises aboard 
Norwegian 
Breakaway!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

BROOKFIELD, MA
Exceptional custom-built 3BR, 3BA home offering 
3,500+ sq ft across three finished levels. Ash 
hardwood floors highlight the open-concept main 
floor, with a 26x28 family room with gas fireplace, 
spacious dining area, and chef’s kitchen with black 
stainless appliances and custom cabinetry - ideal 
for entertaining. A flexible office/playroom and full 
bath complete the main level. Upstairs includes 3 
generous bedrooms, including a luxurious primary suite with spa-like bath. Finished lower level 
perfect for gym, media, or game room. Owned solar panels add efficiency and energy savings. 
Set on 1.79 acres near the Sturbridge line, and under a mile from Tantasqua schools. Great 
commuter location with easy access to MA Pike, Rt 84, 9 & 20! Available for $599,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $279,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 21 Varney 
Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This is a 55 and Better community. 
This home includes a wonderful floor plan with spacious 
rooms. Master bedroom includes a large attached 
bathroom. Two full bathrooms, large back deck, and two 
large wood sheds. Asking 245,000. See MLS#73457117. 

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $134,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

www.turley.com  •  413.283.8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

CONTACT US
TODAY FOR
DETAILS

LOCAL BUSINESS


