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WARE – A community 
meeting was held at the Ware 
Senior Center last Thursday 
regarding the Ware Mill-
Health District Plan. 

Putting together this plan 
is the project team consisting 
of the BSC Group staff, Town 
Manager Stuart Beckley, 
Director of Planning and 
Community Development 
P a r a l e e  S m i t h ,  a n d 
MassDevelopment Staff. This 
project is funded by a tech-
nical assistance grant admin-
istered by MassDevelopment 
through the Commonwealth’s 
Community One-Stop for 
Growth program.

Giving the presentation 
was Adam Duchesneau, a 
Senior Planner at BSC Group. 

Part of this project is to 
provide a district plan that 
focuses on identifying rede-
velopment strategies to acti-
vate the former Mary Lane 
Hospital site and the Ware 
Millyard. This district area 
has the potential for housing 
and commercial space. 

This community meet-
ing served as an open house 
to gain feedback on what 
the public would like in the 
Millyard and former hospital 

site area. The next step is pre-
paring a report to summarize 
the existing conditions, oppor-
tunities, and constraints. 

This will then provide the 
town with a conceptual rede-
velopment plan. 

“We want to hear from 
you,” Duchesneau said. 

Maps were included in 
the presentation to determine 
the boundary lines and find 
a way to connect the health 
site to the Ware Millyard. 
In the existing conditions, 
there were street view pho-
tographs of various build-
ings in residential areas such 
as South Street, Cedarbrook 
Village, St. Mary’s Church, 
the school, and the former 
Mary Lane Hospital site with 
the Wetherby Building still on 
location. 

Submitted Photo

BERTHIAUME VISITED HARDWICK 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
On Feb. 13, state Rep. Donald R. Berthiaume, Jr. visited Hardwick Elementary School to 
look at the boiler at the school and discuss possible solutions to have it replaced. Pictured 
from left to right are Clayton Larson, Hazel Larson, Samantha Mace, Berthiaume and 
Bennett Kolenda.

 

 

 

Diary of Nellie Northrop 
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The 
Warren Public Library 
presented the program 
“Nellie O. Northrop: 
A Diary of Teenage 
Life in 19th Century 
Warren” th is  pas t 
Saturday.

Presen t ing  th i s 
program was Barbara 
Larkin, a member of 
the Warren Public 
Library Board of 
Trustees. 

W h e n  L a r k i n 
moved into her his-
toric Warren home 
back in 1974, she dis-
covered an amazing 
piece of Warren’s histo-
ry that was placed inside 
the attic. It was the diary 
of a teenage girl, Nellie 
O. Northrop, who lived 
in Warren with her grand-
mother. 

Larkin was able to tran-
scribe the information from 
Northrop’s diary and had 
slips of notes and stories 
from the diary to read to 
the audience at the Warren 
Public Library. 

The house Larkin moved 
into was one of Northrop’s 
homes in Warren locat-
e d  o f f  H i g h  S t r e e t . 
Northrop previously lived 
off Southbridge Road in 
Warren. 

The diary that  was 
found in the attic of the 
High Street house was a 
gift Northrop got from her 
grandmother, Elizabeth 
Nichols. Northrop lost 
her mother when she was 

8 years old, and she went 
to go live with her grand-
mother. 

Having Northrop’s diary 
was a great resource to 
learn about life in Warren 
back in 1875. There were 
many stories from the diary 
that were read by Larkin. 

One subject that appears 
often in the diary are stories 
of illness. Sickness is men-

Feedback given at 
Mill-Health meeting

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
of Selectmen had several 
discussions with Building 
Commiss ioner  Wi l l i am 
Cantell during their Feb. 12 
meeting.

The first discussion was 
the building commissioner’s 
update regarding the public 
use of the Shepard Building 
gym. Town Administrator 
James Ferrera confirmed that 
the variance for the building 
is good until April.

In the past the Shepard 
Building gym has been used 
to host town elections and 
as an event space for the 
haunted house event. Cantell 
conducted an annual inspec-
tion on the building and has 
noticed the requirement for 
not only handicap acces-
sibility, but also a use for a 
restroom being in the gym-
nasium. There also has to be 
a safe passageway to access 
those restrooms. 

Any other assembly use 
would no longer be allowed 
for the Shepard Building, 
including its gymnasium. 
When addressing the chair 
lifts, Ferrera said the “vari-
ance is just based on the chair 
lift.”

This  led  to  d iscuss -
ing the time a chairlift was 
installed in the gymnasium. 
From everyone’s standpoint, 
the chairlift in the gym was 
removed, but it didn’t break 
down. This impacts the 
assembly use options for the 
Shepard Building and Cantell 
wanted to know from the 
Board of Selectmen on how 
to enforce this issue. 

“My goal is to make sure 
the town complies with the 
521,” Cantell said. 

Comply ing  w i th  t he 
5 2 1  C M R  )  C o d e  o f 
Massachusetts Regulations, 
Section 521) is about adher-
ing to the regulations set 

Building 
Commr. 
gave 
update

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce 
held its first event in the new 
year, its annual breakfast at 
Cedarbrook Village at Ware.

Chamber CEO James 
Przypek welcomed attend-
ees to the Feb. 12 break-
fast, which also featured 
a  p resen ta t ion  by  the 
Employers Association of 
the NorthEast, a century-old 
nonprofit organization in 
western Massachusetts.

Przypek thanked the 
sponsors of the breakfast, 
the Employers Association 

of the NorthEast - Presenting 
S p o n s o r ;  C e d a r b r o o k 

Village at Ware - Breakfast 
Sponsor and Host; Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery - Raffle 
Sponsor ;  and  Monson 
Savings - Raffle Sponsor.

He also thanked the 
c h a m b e r ’s  u n d e r w r i t -
ers for the year, Superior 
Plus Propane, Burkhart 
Pizzanelli, Country Bank, 
J. Stolar Insurance Agency, 
Inc . ,  Monson Savings , 
Servepro, Behavioral Health 
Network and Christopher 
Heights of Belchertown.

Director of Learning 
& Development  at  the 
Employers  Associa t ion 
of the NorthEast,  Gary 
Dawson, explained the histo-
ry of the nonprofit, and how 

its staff can help local busi-
nesses and employers.

“I t  s tar ted out  as  a 
manufacturing associa-
tion,” Dawson said of the 
Agawam-based organiza-
tion. “Over the years we’ve 
grown.”

Now, the Employers 
Association of the NorthEast 
offers over 60 different train-
ing courses, offered both 
in-person and remotely, with 
flexible timing schedules to 
meet the employer’s needs. 

“One of the things that 
makes us unique is all of the 
ways you can attend train-
ing,” he said. “We’re trying 

QHMA held annual breakfast meeting

Gary Dawson, director of 
Learning & Development at 
the Employers Association 
of the NorthEast, was the 
featured speaker at the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual break-
fast.

By Keith Davies
Coordinator, Chicopee 

4Rivers Watershed Council 
Guest Contributor

Editor’s Note: This is the 
second part in a multi-part 
series about the Chicopee 
4Rivers Watershed Council.

By 2014, the original 
Chicopee River Watershed 
Council (1970s) had ceased 
to exist, it had not been able 
to engage new people. 

A small group of people 
saw a need to change that 
and began to renew an idea: 
the Chicopee Watershed and 

its tributaries are a special 
place and should be better 
known and appreciated by 
its local residents. Why and 
how to do that?

Rivers have long been 
the lifeblood of communi-
ties across the region. They 
helped build New England 
and they were worked hard 
and taken for granted. 

By the 1970s, people 
began to realize we needed 
to clean up our rivers, they 
benefited us and wildlife in 
ways we had overlooked. 
Watershed Councils sprang 
up and helped start a pro-
cess to turn things around 
and in the big picture, things 

A watershed is full of action!

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
A photograph of Nellie Northrop’s home in Warren. 

Volunteers participated 
in one of many river 

cleanups in the Chicopee 
River Watershed.

shared at Warren Library

“WE CONSTANTLY 
ARE LOOKING 
FOR SOMETHING 
YOU’LL FIND 
INTERESTING AND 
BENEFICIAL.”

GARY DAWSON
EMPLOYERS ASSOCIATION OF 
THE NORTHEAST

“WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM YOU.”

ADAM DUCHESNEAU
BSC GROUP

Please see UPDATE, page 5

Please see HEALTH 
MEETING, page 6

Please see DIARY, page 6

Please see QMHA, page 7

Please see BLUE TRAIL, 
page 13
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

2003 showed Ware 
High School football 

players getting ready 
for the fall season. 

From left were eighth 
grader Edward Collette 

(#75) and sophomore 
Chet Lokey (#61)
Roger H. Lincoln 

correctly identified his 
late father, Roger N. 

Lincoln, in the Feb. 12 
“Are You Old News?”

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

GET
HIRED

Competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Locally Owned, Family Business

Full-Time
Advertising Sales 
➤ Do you want to work in your community 

helping local businesses connect with their 
customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local 
journalism, which tells the unique stories of 
our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers. The right candidate 
will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

➤ You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 
Basic computer skills are required. Previous 
print sales experience is preferred but we 
will train the right candidate.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

The Ware River News 
will gladly correct factual 
errors that appear in this 
paper.  Correct ions or 
clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To 
request a correction, send 
information to pouimett@
turley.com, or call 967-
3505. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing 
at:  Ware River News, 
Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069.

WARE – The Annual 
Town Election will be held 
on Monday, April 13.

O ff i c e s  w h i c h  w i l l 
appear on the ballot are: 
Selectboard,  three-year 
term, vote for two; School 
Commi t t ee ,  t h ree -yea r 
term, vote for one; Board 
of Assessors, three-year 

term, vote for one; Board of 
Assessors, one year unex-
pired term, vote for one; 
Board of Health, three-year 
term, vote for one; Park 
Commissioner, three-year 
term, vote for one; Cemetery 
Commissioner, three-year 
term, vote for one; Planning 
Board, five-year term, vote 
for one; Ware Housing 
Authority, five-year term, 
vote for one

The last date to register to 
vote is Friday, April 3. The 
last date to obtain and file 
nomination papers (49 days 
prior to the Annual Town 
Election) is Monday, Feb. 23 
by 5 p.m. 

The last date to file nom-
ination papers with the Town 
Clerk (35 days prior to the 
Annual  Town Elect ion) 

is Monday, March 9. The 
last date to object to fil-
ing of nomination papers 
or withdrawal of papers 
filed (33 days prior to the 
Annual Town Election) is 
Wednesday, March 11.

The last date for file an 
application for Vote by Mail 
(five business days prior to 
the Annual Town Election) is 
Monday, April 6 by 5 p.m. 

Anyone interested in run-
ning for public office must be 
a registered voter in Ware.

Nomination Papers may 
be picked up as of Jan. 18 
during normal business hours 
– Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
or Friday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Questions may be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk, Nancy 
J. Talbot, at 413-967-9648 
extension 103.

Nomination papers for election available

WARE – The Special 
Town Meeting sched-
uled for Monday, Feb. 
2, has been postponed to 

Monday, March 2 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Ware High 
School auditorium.

President’s list
Western New England 
University, Springfield

•	 Jason Desantis of Ware 
•	 Nicholas Warburton of 

Hardwick 
•	 Mia DiRienzo of Ware 

Dean’s list
American International 

College, Springfield
•	 Majka Lagimoniere of 

Ware, criminal justice 
major

Fitchburg State University
•	 Sophia M. Spier of 

Gilbertville
•	 Marc D. St. Germain of 

Hardwick
•	 Sean J. Moon of Ware

Southern New 
Hampshire University

Manchester, NH
•	 Kelsey Madigan of Ware 

Springfield College
•	 Emmah Hinckley of Ware, 

health science/pre-PT 
major

•	 Andrew Soltys of Ware, 
mathematics major

Stonehill College
Easton

•	 Kylee Slattery of Ware 

University of 
Rhode Island
Kingston, RI

•	 Michael Devlin of Ware 
•	 Nyela Dupre of Ware 
•	 Lilly Knight of Ware 
•	 Livi Robbins of Ware 

Western New England 
University, Springfield

•	 Benjamin Torres of Ware

Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, Worcester

•	 John Auchter of Ware, 
class of 2027 majoring in 
management engineering

•	 Camren McCormick of 
Ware, class of 2027 major-
ing in mechanical engi-
neering

Colleges and universities list 
President’s and Dean’s list

NORTH ANDOVER – 
Alisyn Bruso of  Ware has 
been named to the Dean’s 
List at Merrimack College 
for the fall semester of 
2025.

She is the daughter of 
Robert and Brandy Bruso 
of Ware. A nursing major, 
Bruso is a freshman at 
Merrimack where she is 
a member of the Austin 
Scholars and serves as the 
Zeta Tau Alpha Sisterhood 
Chair.

Alisyn Bruso 
named to 
Dean’s List 
at Merrimack 
College

College & University NEWS

HARDWICK – Drop-
in for Stamp Mania at the 
Paige Memorial Library, 
87 Petersham Road,  on 
Wednesday, Feb.25, from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

This is an early release 
day for the Quabbin Regional 
School District. Explore print-
making with rubber stamps, 
ink, markers and more to 
make your own bookmarks 
and other creations. All ages 
will enjoy this.

Story Time with an activity 
is held on Wednesdays, 10:30 

a.m.-noon. A fun time for 
young patrons to experience 
the library and a nice place to 
make friends.

 Explore the library’s col-
lection of board games for all 
ages on Thursday, Feb. 19. 
Bring friends and family.

 Saturdays, Feb. 21, 28, 
and March 7, 14 drop in to 
Pam Hinckley’s adult hand-
craft workshops from 10:45 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Shenanigans with Friends, 
an exciting cover band of 
Western Massachusetts and 

Southern Vermont will per-
form a wide range of songs on 
March 14, from 3-5 p.m.

 Other ongoing library 
activities include the Paige 
Book Club, the Cookbook 
Club, Celebrate Hardwick, 
the Ongoing Book Sale, the 
Paige Writers, and the Movie 
Festival Committee. Come 
join a group or suggest a new 
one. More events are coming.

 Check out the Facebook 
page and website, www.face-
book.com/paigelibrary/ or 
www.paigelibrary.com/

Paige library lists activities for winter days
WARE – The Ware Polar 

Plunge fundraiser to benefit 
the Special Olympics will 
be held on Saturday, March 
21 at West Beach – Beaver 
Lake.

This event is weather/
ice dependent. It is subject 

to change if the ice is not 
melted. 

Check-in for the plunge 
is at 11 a.m. and the plunge 
will take place at noon. 

To register, scan the QR 
code or visit www.polar-
plungema.org. 

Polar Plunge to benefit 
Special Olympics on March 21

Special Town Meeting 
rescheduled to March 2

Open burning 
permits 
available 
online only

WARE – Open burn-
ing season is open now 
through April 30, during 
the hours of 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Permits will be avail-
able online only at ware.
firepermits.com. In order 
to obtain a burning permit, 
please go to ware.fireper-
mits.com and register for 
the site.

If you are already regis-
tered for the site from last 
year’s season, you only 
need to log in and apply 
for a 2026 burn permit.

Cash will not be accept-
ed at the fire station for a 
burn permit. All processing 
fees are required through 
the online website.
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 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$196
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK LOIN CHOPS ROAST ...

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/19/26-225/262/19/26-225/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF 15/20 COUNT

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP
HEAD ON TAIL ON 1.5 LB BAG......... 

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

FULLY COOKED BREADED 
FISH WEDGES OR STICKS ........... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TUNA STEAKS ...............................

USDA INSP. FRESH EGGLANDS BEST

GRADE A LARGE FRESH EGGS 11/2 DOZ 

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$277
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$699

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

lb

lb
$269

$349

75¢

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST or STEAK

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
PORK LOIN STUFFED CHOPS 
or ROAST W/ BREAD STUFFING .....

$335
lb

$1288
lb

BEEF
TENDERLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$499
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUTCUT
FREEFREE lb

$249
ea

$799
lb

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PIG FEET .............................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN FEET ...................

SOUP’S ON!
$444

lb

  

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

community
Ware Senior Center 
NEWS

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES

Monday, Feb. 23
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. chair Yoga with 

Lisa

Tuesday, Feb. 24
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. 
$3 per class.

•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, Feb. 25
•	 9 a.m. Tai-Chi 
•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 12:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-

Laugh

Thursday, Feb. 26
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club 

(weather permitting)
•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 

for Beginners
•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Feb. 27
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat 
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless 
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, Feb. 23
Brunch, French Toast, 

Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, 
Dessert of the Day

Tuesday, Feb. 24
C h e e s e bu rg e r  w i t h 

Lettuce, Tomato, Onion 
and Pickle, French Fries, 
Dessert of the Day

Wednesday, Feb. 25
Chicken Picatta, Mashed 

Potatoes, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

Thursday, Feb. 26
Beef and Broccoli over 

Rice, Tossed Salad, Dessert 
of the Day

Friday, Feb. 27
Baked Fish, O’Brien 

Potatoes, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

WARE – A huge shout 
out and thank you to the 
Ware Walmart who donat-
ed candy and desserts to the 
Ware Senior Center for their  
Valentine’s Day party.

Store Manager Brian, 
Coach Poppy, and Coach 
Connie had little bags of 
cookies made for each guests 
who attended the party.

They presented every-
thing to Sue LaBarge of The 
Friends of Ware Seniors Inc., 
who is in charge of the par-
ties and other events held at 

the center.
Otto Florist with stylist 

Brian Socha had two class-
es at the center to make a 
Valentine Love Bug that all 
the attendees created with 
Socha’s directions which 
was so well received. Otto 
Florist also donated a Love 
Bug for the raffle table at the 
Valentine’s Day party. 

A butter lamb making 
class for Easter will be held 
on Thursday, April 2. To 
attend, register by calling 
LaBarge at 413-544-1574. 

at Ware Senior Center

Sue LaBarge, president of The Friends of Ware Seniors Inc., 
is shown with Coach Poppy of Walmart. The store donat-
ed candy and desserts to the Ware Senior Center for its 
Valentine’s Day party.

Submitted Photosw
Walmart Store Manager Brian and Coach Poppy are shown 
with desserts that were donated to the Ware Senior 
Center.

Participants showed off their Valentine’s Day “love bug” 
arrangements.

Participants enjoyed making a “Valentine Love Bug” floral arrangement with Otto Florist stylist Brian Socha. 

‘Lotta Love’

WARE – Beaver Lake 
Club Corporation of Ware 
announces its annual Louis 
H. Healy Scholarship of up 
to $1000. 

These scholarships will 
be presented to deserving 
high school seniors or cur-
rent college students who 
are residents of the town of 
Ware or who are a member 
of the Beaver Lake Club 
Community. 

The scholarship is given 
in the memory of Louis 
Healy a long time and 
well- respected member 
of the Beaver Lake com-
munity and the town of 
Ware. Lou was an active 
leader and participant in 

both town and community 
matters and his family and 
friends continue to cele-
brate his thoughts, ideals, 
and memory by awarding 
this yearly academic schol-
arship. 

The application dead-
line is April 17, 2026 and 
applications must be post-
marked by that date. The 
selected recipient will be 
and the scholarships will 
be awarded in early June. 

Applications and infor-
mation can be obtained by 
sending an email to ctri-
etsch22@gmail.com or by 
mailing a request to BLCC: 
P.O. Box 253, Ware, MA 
01082

Beaver Lake Club Corporation 
offers scholarship to residents
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Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, and 
“Your Turn” guest column between 
500-800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
24 Water St.,

Palmer, MA 01069
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

BOSTON – State Rep. 
Todd M. Smola (R-Warren, 
Ranking Member, Ways & 
Means Committee), recent-
ly supported legislation that 
would promote greater elec-
tion transparency by regulat-
ing the use of artificial intel-
ligence in political campaign 
advertising.

House Bill 5094, An Act 
enhancing disclosure require-
ments for synthetic media 
in political advertising, and 
House Bill 5093, An Act 
to protect against election 
misinformation, were both 
given initial approval by the 
House of Representatives on 
February 11. The bills were 
engrossed on votes of 156-0 
and 153-3, respectively. 

“Artificial intelligence is 
a powerful tool, but when it 
is used to create deceptive 
political content, it has the 

potential to undermine public 
trust in our elections” said 
Smola. “These bills strike an 
important balance by protect-
ing free speech while ensur-
ing voters are not misled by 
manipulated audio or video. 
Our goal is to make sure 
voters can make informed 
decisions based on accurate 
information and have con-
fidence in the electoral pro-
cess.”

Smola noted that House 
Bill 5094 would require that 
advertising paid for by a 
political candidate, political 
party or action committee, or 
campaign contributor with 
the intent to influence voters 
include clear disclaimers if 

the advertisement uses any 
audio or video that was gen-
erated using artificial intel-
ligence. Violations would be 
subject to a fine of $1,000.

Smola said the proposed 
changes will help prevent 
voters from being mis-
led and will allow them to 
make informed decisions on 
whether to support a candi-
date based on reliable, fact-
based information. Similar 
language was filed as an 
amendment by the House 
Republican Leader’s Office 
during the Fiscal Year 2025 
and Fiscal Year 2026 bud-
get cycles, with the House 
adopting the amendment as 
part of its Fiscal Year 2025 
spending proposal before it 
was dropped from the final 
budget.

During floor debate, the 
House adopted an amend-

ment to House Bill 5094 
offered by House Republican 
Leadership providing an 
exemption for radio and 
television broadcasting sta-
tions, including cable and 
satellite television operators, 
programmers, producers 
and mobile applications or 
streaming services who are 
paid to broadcast election-re-
lated communication.

According to Smola, 
House Bill 5093 would pro-
hibit any individual or entity 
from distributing deceptive 
audio or visual material with 
actual malice within 90 days 
of an election. Specifically, 
the bill would apply to any 
material that: depicts a can-
didate with the intent to 
injure their reputation or 
deceive a voter into voting 
for or against the candidate; 
concerns the safety or regu-

lar operations of an election 
with the intent to disrupt the 
electoral process; or intends 
to mislead voters about the 
date, time, place, or methods 
of voting. 

Under the provisions of 
House Bill 5093, a candidate 
who is the target of a decep-
tive audio or video may bring 
action for general or special 
damages but must bear the 
burden of proof that a clear 
violation occurred under this 
proposed law. It also autho-
rizes the Attorney General to 
seek injunctive or other equi-
table relief when a violation 
occurs to block the distribu-
tion of the deceptive material.

Smola noted that House 
Bill 5093 provides an exemp-
tion for radio and televisions 
stations and streaming ser-

What are 
shallots, 
anyway?

Shortly after the two 
part column on grow-
ing onions, I received a 

question about shallots. 
My friend was looking 

through a seed catalog and 
wanted to know the ins and 
outs of growing them. This 
topic was a fun one for 
me because it required 
some research.  

Can you believe 
that the Garden Lady 
has never grown shal-
lots before? There is an 
explanation why, with 
part of the reason being 
that I am not what you’d 
consider a fancy cook, and 
shallots have their place in 
fine dining.  

The other reason is that 
admittedly I never under-
stood the point of shallots – 
aren’t they just small onions? 
Why would you buy some-
thing special for a recipe if 
you had a good old fashioned 
onion in the pantry?  

As all the cooks in the 
audience gasp, let me qualify 
that statement with the fact 
that now I know better.

Shallots are slightly dif-
ferent plants from onions 
scientifically. Whereas the 
onion goes by the name 
Allium cepa, shallots are 
what you would call a cous-
in, with the Latin name 
Allium cepa gr. Aggregatum.  

Although the flavor hints 
of garlic (who is another 
more distant cousin), shallots 
are sweeter and more mild 
than onions, and are a staple 
in French and Asian cuisine 
where they can be used raw 
or cooked. Think delicate 
sauces or vinaigrettes. 

I laugh when I picture all 
of the onion family mem-
bers sitting around at a party. 
You’d have the gregarious 
onion, the boisterous garlic 
and then the cultured shallot, 

wearing a beret and speaking 
with a French accent.  

I’m not sure why my mind 
went there, but it was a fun 
digression.                                

In terms of culture, shal-
lots are similar to onions in 
that they can be grown from 
both sets or seeds. Seeds 
would be started indoors 
anytime now through March. 
Transplants or sets are best 
planted in the garden as soon 
as the ground can be worked, 
usually early April.  

Although shallots mature 
smaller than onions, spacing 
should still be four-six inches 
apart so that they can size up 
to their full potential. They 
are shallow rooted, so sup-
plemental watering is a must.  

When foliage reaches 12 
inches, apply a mulch around 
the base of each plant to 
help conserve moisture and 
cut down on weed compe-
tition. Until that point, cul-
tivate carefully by hand or 
pull individual weeds as they 
pop up.  

Like onions, scallions 
begin to “bulb up” around the 
time of the summer equinox. 
Top dressing with fertilizer at 
that time is a smart idea.  

As summer draws to a 
close, shallots will exhibit 

similar die back as onions, 
whereby the tops begin to 
fall over, indicating they 
are ready for harvest. If the 
weather cooperates, sun cure 
on the ground or garden path 
for a few days, then move 
indoors to a spot with good 
air movement to finish the 
curing process.  

Once necks have shrunk-
en and dried, cut the tops 
off to about one inch above 
the bulb and store in mesh 
bags as close as you can to 
the freezing mark with ample 
humidity. One interest-

ing fact I learned from 
Fedco Seeds (www.

fedcoseeds.com) is 
that if you don’t have 
a room that cold, 

humidity can be adjust-
ed to make up the difference 

for proper storage.  
For example, best case 

scenario dictates that shallots 
need 34 degrees at 66 percent 
humidity.  Say the coldest 
you can get your storage spot 
is 55 degrees, well then they 
would like 45 percent humid-
ity. The closest you can get it 
to add up to 100 the better.  

I wonder if this theory 
holds true for other crops 
in storage. My squash and 
pumpkin aren’t the happiest 
this year, so maybe I will 
look into how to manipulate 
the environment to avoid 
some of the shriveling I am 
seeing.  

Anyhow, I hope you had 
a few chuckles reading this 
column and that you might 
feel inclined to give shallots, 
that cultured onion cousin, a 
try this gardening season.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Smola supports bills regulating the use of AI in political campaigns

Dear Rusty: 
I have been working 

somewhat consistently 
since commencing my 
Social Security benefit 
income. I’ve been col-
lecting since my full ben-
efit age of 66, approxi-
mately. I’m now 81 and 
customarily, in about 
October of each calen-
dar year, Social Security 
notifies me of additional 
benefits from my addi-
tional work. Not this 
year.  

I  e a r n e d  s o m e 
$18 ,000-$19 ,000  in 
2025. SS advised I did 
not meet some 35-year 
formula. I thought that 
formula just applied to 
the original benefit cal-
culation. Otherwise, one 
seems cheated given the 
SS taxes paid on income 
received after applying 
for benefits without any 
consideration for that 
income. Please advise 
me. 

Signed: Feeling 
Cheated

Dear Feeling Cheated: 
For Your Information, 

your Social Security ben-
efit is always based on 
the highest 35 years of 
your lifetime earnings 
with your early years’ 
earnings automatically 
adjusted for inflation. 
And that formula con-
tinues even after you 
start receiving benefits. 
Social Security will look 
at your earnings each 
year to see if your recent 
earnings are among your 
highest. If so, they will 
automatically recalculate 
your benefit to give you 
a higher amount and pay 
you retroactively to the 
first of that year. 

Apparently, in past 
years, your more recent 
earnings were among the 
highest over your life-
time, which is why you 
received those notifica-
tions in the fall of each 
previous year saying 
your benefit was adjusted 
based upon recent earn-
ings. That you didn’t get 
a similar notification this 
year, means that your 
earnings in 2024 were 
not among the highest 
over your lifetime, so 
no adjustment to your 
monthly benefit  was 
appropriate. 

N ow,  t o  c l a r i f y, 
those annual notices 
you received in the past 

always referred to the 
preceding year – that is, 
if you received a notice 
in October 2024 of a 
higher SS benefit, that 
was a result of your 2023 
earnings. If you got no 
such notice in October 
of 2025, that means that 
your 2024 income was 
not among the highest 
over your lifetime. And 
your 2025 earnings of 
$18,000 - $19,000 will 
likely not be among your 
lifetime highest either, so 
you probably won’t get a 
notice next year either. 

I t ’s  impor tan t  to 
understand that your 
contributions to Social 
Security, i.e., the SS pay-
roll taxes you pay while 
working, are not put 
into a separate account 
for you - rather, they are 
used to help pay benefits 
to all beneficiaries. 

In other words, just 
contributing to SS with 
payroll tax from your 
work earnings doesn’t 
necessarily mean you get 
a higher benefit. Your SS 
benefit is always based 
upon the 35 years in 
which you earned the 
most, including recent 
years if you continue to 
work. So, you weren’t 
“cheated” that is simply 
how the program works 
your SS benefit is always 
based on your highest 35 
years of work earnings, 
including recent years, 
with earnings from the 
early years adjusted for 
inflation.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does 
not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
s t a f f ,  t r a i n e d  a n d 
a c c re d i t e d  b y  t h e 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

I’m still working; Why didn’t 
my benefit amount increase

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Please see SMOLA, page 5
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Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: Director@topfloorlearning.orgemail: Director@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSet 

Tutors: English, Writing & Math

Computer Security Class
• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep
Call to ask about our next class

TUTORING AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

NEED HELP WITH 
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY?

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY? 
SOMETHING ELSE?

Come in with your problems, 
leave with our solutions!

Top Floor Learning Presents...

AN OPEN TUTORING EVENT
March 3rd, 4th & 5th ~ 5-7PM

(Come one night or all three, no registration)

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

vices that broadcast materi-
ally deceptive communica-
tions, including as part of 
an interview or news report, 
provided they disclose that 

there are questions about 
the authenticity of the mate-
rial. Additional exemptions 
are provided for website 
and newspaper content that 
includes a similar disclosure, 
and for material that is con-

sidered to be satire.
House Bill  5093 and 

House Bill 5094 will now 
move to the Senate for its 
consideration.

SMOLA from page 4

b y  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Architectural Access Board 
(AAB). 

The Selectmen know 
there has to be some form of 
access to the gym, and there 
were ideas brought by the 
board to maybe install an ele-
vator or a lift by the stairway. 

“Bottomline is they can’t 
use the gym for anything,” 
Richard Eichacker asked 
for clarification. There is a 
total of two chair lifts now 
that are currently down at the 
Shepard Building. The one in 
the gym was never replaced. 

When addressing the idea 
of a bathroom being installed 
in the gym, the stage area 
may potentially be taken out 
to make room for a bath-
room. As of this meeting, 
The Selectmen agreed with 
the building commission-
er that no new activities can 
be done inside the Shepard 
Building gym. 

Cantell also discussed his 
recent inspection of 2167 
Main St., the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles in West Warren. 

After going through his 
inspection Cantell noticed 
several issues in the building. 

The building commis-
sioner made some require-
ments regarding what was 
important for the club to 
improve. He said some of 
these improvements were 
addressed a couple years 
ago and were never followed 
through. Cantell went this 
past December and cited 
what needed to be up to code. 

Cantell said an application 
needs to be submitted to him 
by the building owners with-
in 30 days to address what 
they’re going to do. He had 
not received an application at 
the time of the meeting.

Cantell did hear from the 
Electrical Inspector that he 
did start working on updates 
to the exit signs and emer-
gency lighting. There is 
a door on the building that 
is not up to code and the 
masonry chimney is still not 
in compliance. 

Another concern Cantell 
had was the building has no 
smoke detector system in 
place. Smoking does happen 
in the building from what 
Cantell has learned. There 
is also an apartment space 
upstairs above the Eagles 
Club. 

The Board of Selectmen 
suggested to Cantell that if 
the owners don’t respond, 
then he should begin enforc-
ing. The Selectmen looked 
into if they had the power to 
take the liquor license away 
and quickly confirmed that 
they could not renew it when 
it’s up. 

The board will write a let-
ter and cite the safety con-
cerns and list what has to be 
addressed within the next 30 
days. 

The next discussion with 
the Building Commissioner 
is regarding the inspections 
of assembly use buildings in 
town. These assembly use 
buildings include churches, 
and each church has various 
levels of compliance, accord-

ing to Cantell. 
When addressing Seventh-

Day Adventist Church in 
Warren, Fire Chief Adam 
Lavoie said he has inspected 
the building in the past and it 
is also a school. 

After  l i s t ing a l l  the 
churches in Warren, Cantell 
was seeking advice from the 
Board of Selectmen on how 
to address the properties that 
haven’t complied. The board 
suggested keeping the own-
ers informed on what could 
happen if certain things don’t 
pass inspection and are left 
alone. 

“Encourage the own-
ers how important this is,” 
Derick Veliz said. 

Police related items
The Board of Selectmen 

heard from Chief of Police 
Gerald Millette on a few 
police related agenda items. 
The first was the acknowl-
edgement of Ian Curtiss 
declining the full-time Police 
Officer position. 

Millette clarified with the 
Selectmen that he spoke with 
Curtiss and he said he had 
some situations going on and 
was unable to come over to 
Warren. The Selectmen had 
a vote to rescind the appoint-
ment. 

The board discussed 
appointing Patric Gillespie 
as a part-time on call Police 
Officer. Gillespie came from 
the Town of Barre and has 
background in the military. 

Millette said Gillespie is 
willing to stay on as a part-
time/on call police officer. 

The  board  vo ted  to 
appoint Gillespie as a part-
time police officer for a one-
year term. 

Town Administrator 
Report

During his monthly report 
for January 2026, Ferrera 
mentioned the monthly tax 
collections, which in total 
was $813,737. The Town 
Administrator had a depart-
ment head meeting regarding 
the fiscal year 2027 budget 
process. 

Ferrera also acknowl-
edged the progress being 
made on the improvements 
to the town website. Ferrera 
also highlighted in his report 
that the town is moving for-
ward nicely with the import-
ant projects with Tecton and 
H2M regarding the assess-
ments for 968 Main St. and 
Fire Station A. 

The town is continuing 
working with Tighe & Bond 
for HVAC and duct work for 

the Senior Center. Ferrera 
has met with departments 
and discussed potential arti-
cles for the upcoming special 
and annual town meetings in 
the spring. 

While meeting with vari-
ous departments, Ferrera dis-
cussed budgets and shared he 
is pleased so far on how the 
budgets are looking. What 
Ferrera wants departments 
to address is to provide an 
explanation to why money 
was given back in certain 
budgets. 

There are still a lot of 
moving parts, but budgets 
are underway. Ferrera said he 
got Pathfinder’s assessment 
for next year and is currently 
at a 3.6% increase or about 
$16,000. After speaking with 
Superintendent Eric Duda, 
that number is being looked 
at to possibly go down a bit.  

 For updates on the new 
town website, Ferrera want-
ed to thank Veliz for helping 
with headshots for the web-

site. An idea was brought up 
to possibly do department 
photos. Ferrera also thanked 
Administrative Assistant, 
Griffin Harrington, for all his 
hard work on the town web-
site. 

Animal Control 
Officer’s vehicle

The board revisited the 
discussion of the Fire Chief’s 
request to transfer the Animal 
Control Officer’s vehicle 
over to the Fire Department 
for fire department use. 
Lavoie said the vehicle needs 
about $2,400 in mechanical 
work to pass an inspection. 

The Chief has respected 
the request from the Board 
and is waiting for signatures 
from the Animal Control 
Officer to give the vehicle to 
the Fire Department. Lavoie 
says he has enough in his 
budget to repurpose the vehi-
cle. 

warren

UPDATE from page 1

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – For the first 
time in nearly a decade, the 
Quaboag Fraternal Order of 
the Eagles #4133 offered a 
fish meal last Friday evening. 

Fish and chips were on 
the menu as members of the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
in West Warren put togeth-
er around 80 meals. Over 40 
meals were pre-ordered and 
the Eagles made more as the 
need arose. 

One of the trustees of the 
Quaboag Eagles is Josh King, 
who was one of the cooks for 
this returning fish fry meal. 
King has been part of the 
Eagles for the last 10 years 
and thought of bringing back 
a popular dish the club used to 
cook more often. 

Prior to COVID-19, the 
club used to do Fish Fridays 
and now with more people 
going out, what better than 
to offer a similar meal. The 
funds from these meals go 
towards the club and their 
efforts to continue to expand 
on offering these meals. The 

funds also go towards the club 
supporting various charities. 

Spaghetti dinners are still 
offered at the Quaboag Eagles 
on the first Wednesday of the 
month. The meal consists of 
spaghetti, sauce, and meat-
balls. The club also make dif-
ferent pasta meals, including 
American chop suey. 

Helping King with pre-
paring the fish and chips was 
Mykenzie Sheldon, a cook 
and bartender at the Quaboag 
Eagles. Sheldon is a new staff 
member at the club and said 
she “loves the staff and the 
members” of the Eagles.

If she had to choose what 
meal she likes to make at the 

club, Sheldon said spaghetti 
dinners are fun to make. 

The seafood for this meal 
came from North Shore 
Seafood in Northampton. 
King says fish and chips is 
a start to “Fish is Back” and 
soon the club will begin offer-
ing other seafood meals in the 
future, such as scallops and 
clams. 

Members  and  gues t s 
enjoyed this meal at the 
Quaboag Eagles, and some 
members also kept busy play-
ing a 9-ball pool tournament. 

During the most recent 
snowstorm, the Quaboag 
Eagles were open and provid-
ed hydration, water, and cof-
fee for the first responders, 
police and plow drivers. The 
Quaboag Eagles FOE #4133 
is located at 2167 Main St. in 
West Warren. Quaboag Eagles 
FOE #4133 can be followed 
on their Facebook page. 

For more information 
about the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles, visit foe.com. The 
Eagles is a social club and 
part of and international non-
profit charitable organization 
where people help people. 

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
The Fraternal Order of 
Eagles #4133 brought back 
fish and chips this past 
Friday. 

Fish Fridays returned to Eagles Club

WARREN – Town Clerk, 
Laura J. Stockley, announces 
that Nomination Papers are 
now available for the upcom-
ing Town Election to be held 
on Tuesday, May 5.

These papers must be 
filed with the Board of 
Registrars, in the Town 
Clerk’s office, for certifica-
tion on or before Tuesday, 
March 17 at 5 p.m. Final day 
to withdraw as a candidate is 
Thursday, April 2 at 5 p.m. 

Appearing on the ballot 
will be the following:

M o d e r a t o r ,  t h r e e -

year  t e rm;  Se lec tman, 
three-year term;  Board 
of   Heal th ,  three-year 
term;  Assessor, three-year 
term; Park Commissioner, 
three-year term; Cemetery 
Commissioner, three-year 
term;  Sewer Commissioner, 
three-year term; Planning 
Board,  five-year  term; 
Housing Authority,  five-year 
term; and Housing Authority, 
two-year term.  

The Quaboag Regional 
School District positions will 
also be incorporated on the 
Town Ballot. Two members 

from the Town of Warren for 
a three-year term and two 
members from the Town of 
West Brookfield for a three-
year term. These nomination 
papers are available on Feb. 2 
at the Superintendent’s office 
at 284 Old West Brookfield 
Road, Warren. Deadline for 
returning these papers is 
Friday, March 20 by 4 p.m. 

Last day to register to vote 
before the Town Election 
is Friday, April 24 from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. at the Town 
Clerk’s office in the Shepard 
Municipal Building.

Nomination papers for town 
election now available

WARREN – Join the 
Warren Public Library at the 
Senior Center in celebra-
tion of Lucy Stone Day on 
Saturday, March 7 at 3:30 
p.m. 

As part of the library’s 
ongoing 150th anniversary 
celebration, storyteller Judith 
Black will be appearing as 
Lucy Stone to give an engag-
ing presentation for all ages 
about the life and legacy 

of the influential women’s 
rights advocate and aboli-
tionist. 

Meet Lucy Stone (1818-
1893) and enter her world 
as he yearns for an educa-
tion deemed unacceptable 
for girls, obstinately rejects 
the idea of marriage, and 
overcomes every obstacle to 
become a “shining star” of 
the antislavery and women’s 
rights movements. 

F e a t u r e d  o n  s t a g -
es  f rom the  Mont rea l 
Comedy Festival to The 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Black has appeared 15 times 
at the National Storytelling 
Festival and is the winner of 
the Oracle Award, storytell-
ing’s most coveted laurel.

Sponsored by the Warren 
Public Library with a grant 
from the Quaboag Historical 
Society.

Lucy Stone tells her story on March 7
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Warren Police Log
public safety

Dur ing  the  week  o f 
Feb. 1-11, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
22 miscellaneous calls, 42 
administrative calls, 16 traf-
fic violations, 19 emergency 
911 calls, three thefts/larce-
nies, two harassments/stalks/
threats, four motor vehicle 
accidents, three fires, two 
damage/vandalisms, two safe-
ty hazards, one fraud, one 
trespass, seven animal calls 
and 26 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Ware.

Sunday, Feb. 1
1 2 : 2 4  a . m .  T r a f f i c 

Collision, East Street, Arrest 
Made

2:19 a.m. Structure Fire, 
Pleasant Street, Extinguished

10:57 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
South Street, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

10:57 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Dispatch 
Handled

11:07 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Beaver Lake Road, 
Appears Secure After Check

11:34 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Greenwich Plains Road, 
Advised

6:24 p.m. Traffic Violation, 
West Street, Civil Complaint

Monday, Feb. 2
3:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Investigated 
4:20 a.m. Suspicious/

Wa n t e d ,  We s t  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

4:45 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Walnut Street ,  Citation/
Warning Issued

8:02 a.m. Fire Complaint, 
Pleasant Street, Services 
Rendered

11 a.m. Fraud/Deception, 
Nor th  S t r ee t ,  Se rv i ces 
Rendered

4:53 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Bank Street, Arrest 
Made

4:54 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Campbell Road, 
Investigated

8:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Gould Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

Tuesday, Feb. 3
3:32 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

North Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

3:42 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Otis Avenue, Parking Ticket 
Issued

3:50 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Walnut Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

3:58 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
School Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

5:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

11 :16  a .m.  Damage /
Vandalism, Otis Avenue, 
Appears Secure After Check

5 : 1 8  p . m .  Tr e s p a s s /
Unwanted, Walnut Street, 
Services Rendered

7:03 p.m. Warrant Service, 
West Street, Arrest Made

Wednesday, Feb. 4
3:43 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

North Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

3:50 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Walnut Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

4:38 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Pleasant Street,  Parking 
Ticket Issued

7:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road Citation/
Warning Issued

1:54 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Indian Hill Road, 
Dispatch Handled

2:40 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, West Main Street, 
Dispatch Handled

3:45 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Nor th  S t r ee t ,  Se rv i ces 
Rendered

Thursday, Feb. 5
3:01 a.m. Disturbance/

Nu i sance ,  Eas t  S t r ee t , 
Services Rendered

6:44 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, West Main Street, 
Advised

7:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

7:39 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
North Street, Advised

8:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Belchertown Road, 
Services Rendered

9 : 4 5  a . m .  We a p o n s /
F i r ea rms ,  Wes t  S t r ee t , 
Services Rendered

11:38 a.m. Odor, North 
Street, Investigated

12:28 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, West Street, Appears 
Secure After Check

12:42 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Advised

2:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, East Street, Services 
Rendered

8:46 p.m. Structure Fire, 
West Street, Investigated

10:06 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, West Street, Taken/
Referred to Other Agency

Friday, Feb. 6
12:37 a.m. Suspicious/

Wanted, West Street, Services 
Rendered

9:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Palmer Road, Services 
Rendered

10:36 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Vigeant Street, 
Advised

12:08 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Greenwich Road, 
Services Rendered

2:03 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, North Street, Advised

4:22 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, No Mapping, Dispatch 
Handled

6 : 2 6  p . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, West  Street , 
Investigated

8:55 p.m. Traffic Violation, 
Main Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

8:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Criminal 
Complaint Request

10:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/

Warning Issued
11:44 p.m. Assault, North 

Street, Services Rendered

Saturday, Feb. 7
1:20 a.m. Suspicious/

Wanted,  Pulaski  Street , 
Vehicle Towed

6:53 a.m. Traffic Violation, 
North Street, Vehicle Towed

1 0 : 1 5  a . m .  T r a f f i c 
Viola t ion ,  Main  St ree t , 
Vehicle Towed

11:45 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Maple  S t ree t ,  Se rv ices 
Rendered

2:08 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Hillside Village, 
Services Rendered

3:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, North Street, Services 
Rendered

5:25 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Cottage Street, 
Investigated

Sunday, Feb. 8
2:45 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Nor th  S t ree t ,  C i t a t ion /
Warning Issued

4:20 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Nor th  S t ree t ,  C i t a t ion /
Warning Issued

4:26 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Vigeant Street,  Citation/
Warning Issued

5:06 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Walnut  Street ,  Citat ion/
Warning Issued

9 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, North Street, Appears 
Secure After Check

4:17 p.m. Warrant Service, 
West Main Street, Arrest 
Made

Monday, Feb. 9
1:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

3:41 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Walnut Street, Parking Ticket 
Issued

3:49 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Gareau Avenue,  Parking 
Ticket Issued

6:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Gould Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation /
Warning Issued

8:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

Tuesday, Feb. 10
8:51 a.m. Traffic Violation, 

Pulaski Street, Citation/

Ware Police Log E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

During the week of Jan. 
25-31, the Warren Police 
Depar tmen t  re sponded 
to 136 building/property 
checks,  six community polic-
ings, 20 emergency 911 calls, 
two complaints, one threat, 
one parking issue, two safety 
hazards, four motor vehicle 
accidents, two animal calls 
and 11 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Warren.

Sunday, Jan. 25
2:46 a.m. Parking Issues, 

South Street, Citation Issued
1 1 : 0 2  a . m .  A l a r m 

Activation, Heritage Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

11:35 a.m. Diabetic , 
Bay Path Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

8:16 p.m. Complaint, 
School Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

Monday, Jan. 26
9:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Hit and Run, Crescent Street, 
Report Filed

11:45 a.m. Complaint, 
Comins Pond Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

1:12 p.m. Falls, Main 
Street, Mutual Aid Transport

2:09 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Old West 
Brookfield Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

2:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Keys Road, Report 
Filed

Tuesday, Jan. 27
7:06 a.m. Disturbance/

Disorderly, Comins Pond 

Road, Report Filed
9:12 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

9:28 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

2:57 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Main Street, Report Filed

8:21 pm. Neurological/
Head Injury, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Jan. 28
9:06 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Cronin Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Thursday, Jan. 29
1 2 : 2 1  a . m .  S i c k /

Unknown, Main Street , 
Transported to Hospital

4:38 p.m. Falls, Cottage 
S t ree t ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

7:08 a.m. Odor/Gas Leak, 
Crescent Street, Investigated

7:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Brookfield Road, 
Report Filed

8:30  a .m.  Brea th ing 
Difficulty, Maple Street, 
Transported to Hospital

9:47 a.m. 911 Hang-up/
Misdial/Abandoned, Keys 
Road, Investigated

1 0 : 5 5  a . m .  S i c k /
Unknown, Cronin Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

12 :45  p .m .  We l fa r e 
Check, Mechanic Street, 
Report Filed

1:08 p.m. Falls, Winthrop 
Terrace, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

1:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

3 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

Friday, Jan. 30
7 : 2 1  a . m .  S i c k /

Unknown, Winthrop Terrace, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

8:23 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Mechanic Street, Transported 
to Hospital

9:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Citation Issued

1:27 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Keys Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

3 : 0 4  p . m .  F a l l s , 
S o u t h b r i d g e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

4:10 p.m. Suspicious 
Package, Old West Warren 
Road, Recovered

5:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Br idges  Avenue , 
Written Warning

Saturday, Jan. 31
9:10 a.m. Falls, Winthrop 

Terrace,  Transported to 
Hospital

12:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Coll is ion,  Main Street , 
Transported to Hospital

1 : 0 1  p . m .  T h r e a t s , 
Crescent Street, Officer/
Chief Advised

6:26 p.m. Chest Pain/
Hear t  Prob lem,  Fores t 
Avenue, Transported to 
Hospital

The presentation also rec-
ognized the previous commu-
nity engagement and previ-
ous work. These include the 
2016 Master Plan, Hazard 
Mitigation Plan Update 2025, 
Economic  Development 
Strategic Plan 2024, Safety 
Action Plan 2024, Open 
Space and Recreation Plan 
2023, Study Report for the 
Traffic Operations West 
Street (Route 32) 2022, Ware 
Millyard Redevelopment 
2021,  Complete  Streets 
Prioritization Plan 2020, Bike 
& Pedestrian Network Plan 
2020, Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness Final Report 
2018 and the Community 
Development Strategy 2017. 

Throughout the meeting 
room at the Senior Center 
there were input boards in 
place to gain community 
feedback. There were “Map 
your input boards,” a “wish-
ing wall” board where resi-
dents could write down their 
thoughts on what they would 
like to see. 

There  were  ca tegory 

choices listed on the bot-
tom of the map your input 
board to see what category 
your aspiration falls under. 
Categories include affordable 
housing, mixed-use devel-
opment, healthcare facility, 
access to the Ware River, his-
toric preservation, and many 
more. 

During the question seg-
ment of the community meet-
ing, Duchesneau was asked 
about handling various own-
erships in multi-owner spaces. 

In Duchesneau’s experi-
ence, that is a redevelopment 
topic that has been “dealt 
with most often.” The Senior 
Planner says it involves mak-
ing layout plans and an over-
view of where the town wants 
to be. The town can put out 
some ideas and revitalization 
strategies to see where every-
one stands. 

After no further ques-
tions, the public who attend-
ed browsed around the room 
to leave some feedback and 
listed what their aspirations 
are for the Ware Mill-Health 
District Plan. The Ware resi-
dents listed various responses 
and shared their input on what 

would be good to have in the 
district. 

Various answers includ-
ed an indoor pool, recreation 
facility, veteran housing, 
memory care, healthcare ven-
ues and services, playground, 
rehab facilities, retail, age 55 
and over housing, access to 
the Ware River, pickleball, 
exercise paths and many 
more. 

On the wishing wall, there 
was a diverse list of aspira-
tions. One was to tear down 
buildings that are coming 
apart. For the mill buildings, 
there was a desire to rehabil-
itate them. 

For dining and restau-
rants, a resident put down 
a “healthy eating establish-
ment.” Another aspiration was 
a place giving “new hope for 
younger generations.” 

The next steps for the 
Ware Mill-Health District 
Plan are to have project team 
meetings, do an existing con-
ditions analysis, have a site 
visit and field work, have 
more community engage-
ment, and then a final report 
will be presented to the town. 

HEALTH MEETING
 from page 1

tioned at least 45 times. 
“Illness plays a great role 

in that time,” Larkin said. 
Northrop would write 

down the illnesses of not 
only herself, but the illnesses 
her loved ones and friends 
went through. A big thing 
about being sick was it took 
away Northrop’s time to go 
to school, which was really 
important to her. 

Another important subject 
for Northrop was attending 
church. Her Sundays were 
taken up by church, almost 
the entire day. Her daily 
activities included mending 
gloves and doing various 
chores around the house with 
her grandmother. 

There was a story about 
the new house being built, 
a summer vacation at her 
uncle’s home in Ashland, 
and taking a horse car to 
go shopping in Boston and 
Quincy Market. 

Another unique story 
shared was about a sleigh 
ride to Spencer to an old 
hotel that no longer exists. 
The space where the hotel 
was is now home to a CVS 
pharmacy. 

The diary also shared 
how Northrop learned in 
school about the Battle of 
Lexington & Concord, which 
reached its 100th anniver-
sary at the time in 1875. 
Northrop reflected on the 
bells on the Commons going 
off during the celebration of 
Independence Day, and on 
New Year’s Day. 

At some point, Northrop 
and her family moved to a 
new house, which was off 
High Street. Northrop would 
hide her diary in the rafters. 

In  1880,  Nor throp’s 
grandmother would pass 
away, and Larkin explained 
there were many years 
missing on what happened 
to Nellie afterwards. What 
contributes to these missing 

years of what happened to 
Northrop was the 1890 cen-
sus for Massachusetts burn-
ing in a fire. 

More about Northrop 
would not come until the 
year 1900. At that time, she 
was working in the Town 
of Saugus. She would then 
move to Canton in 1920 and 
then years later find herself 
moving back to Warren. 

Northrop had various 
jobs throughout her life. She 
was a bookkeeper, a clerk, 
worked for a salesperson, 
and in a dry goods store. Her 
dream job was to become a 
teacher. 

Her uncle,  Frank E. 
Nichols, was the Postmaster 
of Warren for 33 years. 
Shortly after retiring, he 
passed away at the age of 
75. In 1944, Northrop passed 
away in Warren. 

Larkin had also found 
some old schoolbooks when 
she moved into the house but 
is not sure if they’re connect-
ed to Northrop  

Larkin finds this diary 
as an important find in the 
town’s history as it helped 
bring Northrop’s history and 
memory back to life. 

“This is a reminder that 
we are all important in this 
great matrix of life,” Larkin 
said. 

Larkin feels the biggest 
lesson we can take from 
Northrop and her diary is 
that we should all tell our 
story. 

On a display table were 
various belongings that were 

found in the former house-
hold of Northrop. In addi-
tion to the actual diary, there 
were threads, gloves, and a 
photograph of her home. 

As part of the Warren 
Public Library’s 150th anni-
versary year, there are sever-
al upcoming programs. 

In celebration of Lucy 
Stone Day, storyteller Judith 
Black will be appearing as 
Lucy Stone to give a presen-
tation for all ages about the 
life and legacy of the influ-
ential women’s rights advo-
cate and abolitionist. This 
event will be at the Warren 
Senior Center, Saturday, 
March 7 at 3:30 p.m. 

Local author and Library 
board member Ed Londergan 
will be presenting the life 
of General Joseph Warren, 
the founding father and 
Revolutionary War figure 
that the Town of Warren is 
named after. This will be 
held at the Warren Public 
Library, 934 Main St. on 
Saturday, April 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

S t o r y t e l l e r  D i a n e 
Edgecomb will arrive for her 
presentation called “Once 
Upon a Fairy Tale”. This will 
be held at the Warren Senior 
Center on Saturday, May 9 at 
3:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 14, at 6:30 
p.m. will be A History of 
Local Capitalism in Warren, 
Ma (1870-1900). Former 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School social stud-
ies and history teacher and 
Quaboag Historical Society 
board  member  Je ff rey 
Robbins will be giving this 
presentation at the Warren 
Public Library. 

DIARY from page 1

A display of belongings that were owned by 
Nellie O. Northrop of Warren. These items, 
including her diary, were found in the home 
of Library Board of Trustees member Barbara 
Larkin, who gave the presentation, “Nellie 
O. Northrop: A Diary of Teenage Life in 19th 
Century Warren”. 
LEFT: Items that appear to be gloves that 
were possibly mended by Nellie Northrop. 

Turley Photos by 
Ryan Drago
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Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

is offering our local businesses an opportunity 
to advertise at a REDUCED RATE!

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 4.75" wide x 6.35" high

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the April 9 issue of 

The Journal Register and the Ware River News.

AD DEADLINE: MARCH 25, 2026
➤ Quarter page ad with story (4.75" x 12.75") $275

➤ Half page ad with story (9.75" x 12.75") $460
➤ Full page ad with story (Two 9.75" x 12.75") $650

262 Lower Road, Gilbertville 
774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

hardwickcrossing.com

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering & 
Curbside Pick-up 

Available
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, May 6th & 20th

Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website 
For More Details

GOLF COURSE NOW OPEN 

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR 
LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Function 
Space 

 Available

Outdoor dining available

GILBERTVILLE – 
The former Dunroamin 
Country Club, a 9-hole 
golf course, reopened at 
262 Lower Road, known 
as “Hardwick Crossing” 
and has a five-star quality 
restaurant without the price 
tag.

Hardwick Crossing 
golf course opened in July 
2022 with a manicured 
course while offering a 
variety of memberships 
packages to suit a range of 
guests and familial needs. This endeavor 
fulfilled owner Kenneth Uracius’ dream 
of reopening the former golf course. 

The newly renovated restaurant, 
known by regulars as “The Clubhouse,” 
opened in September 2022 and provides a 
full-service bar and gourmet food. Choic-
es include saute dishes, clam chowder, 
prime rib, fish and chips Buffalo chicken 
dip, Buffalo tenders, Gnocchi, Bourbon 
steak tips and salmon. 

The executive chef is Thomas Si-
mons. He was at Enricos Brick Oven Piz-
zaria for eight years as well as Tower Hill 
Botanical Gardens for many years. Their 
Sous Chef Neils Anderson took over that 
position when Simons got promoted to 
executive chef. Anderson comes from 
Sturbridge Host Hotel and Enrico’s and 
been at Hardwick Crossing from the be-
ginning. 

A 3,600 square foot banquet venue, 
which seats 170 people is open for special 

events and weddings. It has a panoramic 
view o the golf course. Chef Jeff Nicholas 
assists in the regular kitchen and runs the 
events and weddings kitchen. They also 
have outdoor seating for 125 overlooking 
the golf course.

The motto they follow at Hardwick 
Crossing is ingredients are “from the sea, 
from the table” and “from the family,” so 
fresh and local products are a top priority. 
General Manager Courtney Letendre said 
the restaurant has food delivered six days 
a week. Alex Symons is Assistant Man-
ager and Cassandra Hobbs, Bar Manager. 
They offer products and produce from 
Gibson Farms, Midtown Meats, West 
Boylston Seafood, local farm stands, 
Front Yard Farms.

The restaurant is open Sunday 
through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. People may follow them on face-
book and instagram at hardwickcrossing.
com.

Hardwick Crossing Country Club has a 9-hole golf 
course, a restaurant and banquet hall for weddings 
and special events.

Hardwick Crossing Country Club

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
& WARE RIVER NEWS

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

to give them a lot of flexi-
bility.”

Dawson said the nonprofit 
also offers roundtable discus-
sions and peer exchanges. 

“That’s a chance for you 
to sit collectively and talk 
about a topic,” he said. 

He said webinars are 
offered monthly, and the use 
of artificial intelligence has 
become a big topic of discus-
sion for many employers.

“We constantly are look-
ing for something you’ll find 
interesting and beneficial,” 
he said. 

Dawson said grants for 
the trainings are available 
to employers, offering reim-
bursement up to 75% of the 
cost. 

D a w s o n  s a i d  t h e 
Employers Association of 
the NorthEast offers human 
resources  services  too, 
including employee hand-
book services, and a hotline 
that can provide crucial sup-
port for “HR departments of 
one.”

“Many companies have 
one person in HR,” he said. 

The nonprofit also hosts a 
human resources conference 
at MGM in Springfield.  On 
April 9, a leadership summit 
will be held at the same loca-
tion.

“It’s out biggest event of 
the year,” he said. 

D a w s o n  s a i d  t h e 
Employers Association of the 
NorthEast provides services 
throughout Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Maine, New Hampshire and 
Vermont. 

Dawson said one of the 
things his organization helps 
employers with is bridging 
the “critical skills gap,” and 
helping to develop “power 
skills” in employees. 

“We’re seeing more and 
more gaps,” Dawson said. 

T h e  E m p l o y e r s 
Association of the NorthEast 
also provides leadership 
training and technical train-
ing. The goal of these train-
ings is to create “confident, 
capable leaders.”

Dawson said the nonprof-
it also provides training and 
solutions to improving inter-
personal relationships in the 
workforce. 

“Conflict resolution skills 
are always at the top of the 
list of needs for our mem-
bers, and also emotional 
intelligence,” he said. “The 
ability to have a professional 
presence.”

Dawson said a complete 
calendar of available train-
ings is posted on the nonprof-
it’s website, EANE.org.

“We’re happy to custom-
ize the content to make sure 
we’re speaking the way you 
want to speak,” he said. 

M a c k e n z i e  D i a z , 
Wo r k f o r c e  S o l u t i o n s 
Specialists at the Employers 
Association of the NorthEast, 
said the nonprofit works to 
empower employers to be 

better “people” people.
She said employers don’t 

need to be members of the 
nonprofit to benefit from 
its trainings and services, 
but that membership helps 
provide more incentives to 
employers. Membership fees 
are based on the number of 
employees an employer has.

“We try to be as afford-
able as possible,” she said.

For more information, 
visit EANE.org.

Upcoming QHMA events
T h e  Q u a b o a g  H i l l s 

Chamber  of  Commerce 
wil l  host  i ts  inaugural 
women in business event, 
EmpowHer, on Thursday, 
March 12 in the chamber’s 
office at Pathfinder Tech, 
Four Corners, 191 Sykes 
St., Palmer starting with 
breakfast from 8:30-9 a.m. 
followed by a panel discus-
sion from 9-10 a.m. Space 
is limited and registration is 
required.

A Bingo Night fundraiser 
will be held on Friday, March 
20 at AMVETS Post 74, 
2150 Main St., Three Rivers 
at 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 
6 p.m.

Online registration ends at 
noon the day of the event and 
walk-up registrations (cash 
only) will be accepted from 
6-6:25 p.m. You must be 18 
years old to register/play. 

Prizes include designer 
handbags, premium power 
tools and a large screen tele-
vision.

An Intro to AI session 
will be offered free to cham-
ber members on Monday, 
March 30 at the chamber 
office. Advance registration 
is required and participants 
must bring their own laptops.

An Open House and 
Members Showcase will be 
held on Wednesday, April 
29 at the chamber’s office 
from 5-7 p.m. and the Choice 
Awards Dinner will be held 
on Wednesday, May 6 at 
Steaming Tender Restaurant, 
28 Depot St., Palmer from 
6:30-8 p.m. Registration 
deadline is April 24.

For more information 

about the Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce, or 
to register for an upcoming 
event, visit QHMA.com. 

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Regional School District 
Committee approved the 
2026/2027 school calen-
dar at their Jan. 8 meeting, 
which the teacher’s union 
already approved.

QRSD Superintendent 
Colleen Mucha said Labor 
Day is late this year, Sept. 
7. Teachers would attend 
school on Thursday, Aug. 
27 and Friday, Aug. 28. 
S tudents  would  begin 
school on Monday, Aug. 
31 through Sept. 3. Teacher 
would have Friday, Sept. 4 
and Monday, Sept. 7 off.

S h e  s a i d  t h e  l a s t 
day of school would be 
Wednesday, June 16, 2027 
if there were no snow days, 
an unlikely occurrence and 
Thursday, June 24, 2027 
with five snow days. 

Agricultural program
Superintendent Mucha 

said she would be meet-
ing at the New Braintree 
Grade School with some-
one from the Department of 
Agriculture this month as 
the school district moves 
forward with a plan to offer 
a vocational agricultur-
al program. She said most 
likely the New Braintree 
school would be the site 
for an agricultural program. 
She also said it would like-
ly be a collaborative with 
another school district or 
districts to get enough stu-
dents to make it worthwhile. 

The district also seeks 
community input through a 
survey on the proposed agri-
cultural program. Residents 
from Quabbin community 
towns along with neighbor-
ing towns may answer an 
online survey by visiting the 
district’s website at qrsd.
org.

New course offerings
Superintendent Mucha 

said in her report to the 
school  committee that 
the guidance department 
planned to hold more face 
to face meetings with high 
school students to help them 
with the new course offer-
ings available. She said it 
is a busy time for the stu-
dents and she hoped these 
meetings would mean fewer 
course changes among stu-
dents. 

Renewal of drug free 
community grant

She said the drug free 
communi ty  g ran t  was 
up for renewal. She said 
it was highly competi-
tive and the application 
process entailed a lot of 
work. She said Q-DRUG, 
who were involved in the 
grant, recently changed 
their name to Quabbin 
Community Care. With 
the name change, they will 
expand their focus beyond 
drug awareness to com-
munity endeavors such as 
community closets at all the 
schools and addressing food 
insecurity.

EV charging station
Building, Grounds and 

Security Director Kevin 
C la rk  d i scussed  wi th 
the Building, Grounds, 
Safety and Technology 
Subcommittee the  possi-
ble installation of Electric 
Vehicle charging stations at 
the Quabbin schools. They 
met with a sales person 
from a company that pro-
vided EV charging stations 
for a cost of about $50,000. 
School Committee member 
and a member of that sub-
committee said the charging 
stations must be available 
for hook up 24 hours. They 
discussed possible fees, 
reduced fees and high-
er rates for night time use. 
The next step, which was 
non-binding, would be for 

someone to come out and 
look at the school locations 
to see if EV charging sta-
tions would be feasible. 

Policy Review/Reform
School committee mem-

ber Debra Chamberlin of 
the Policy Review/Reform 
Subcommittee asked that 
the following policies were 
removed from the table: 
IKF graduation require-
ment,  IKFE competen-
cy determination and KJF 
Sunday/weekend schedules/
programs and required a 
vote. The school committee 
approved those policies. 

Trip approval
The school commit-

tee approved a change in 
location of the Nature’s 
Classroom trip for the 
Hubbardston Center School 
from Charlton to Swanzey, 
New Hampshire. For years, 
Hubbardston students went 
to the Charlton location. 
They opened a new Nature’s 
Classroom at the New 
Hampshire location and 
recommended Hubbardston 
students attend their new 
location. It was also less 
money. 

Other business
The superintendent said 

she participated in a meet-
ing with  23 schools and the 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education. 
Twenty-one of the 23 school 
are schools with low enroll-
ment and “held harmless” 
by the state. They received 
less state funding.  

Superintendent Mucha 
said the North Brookfield 
School Committee would 
be meeting this month to 
discuss the proposed tui-
tion agreement from the 
Quabbin Dis t r ic t .  The 
District should hear from 
them sometime in February. 
She also reported the high 
school track team broke 
eight records. 

QRSD Committee approves 
2026/2027 school calendar

QMHA from page 1

Mackenzie Diaz, Workforce 
Solutions Specialists at the 
Employers Association of 
the NorthEast, spoke about 
membership options.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Quaboag Hills Chamber 
of Commerce’s CEO James 
Przypek welcomed attend-
ees to the chamber’s break-
fast, held at Cedarbrook 
Village at Ware.

WORCESTER – The 
WooSox Foundation recog-
nized Jodie Gerulaitis, 
First Vice President of 
Community Relations 
a t  Count ry  Bank , 
du r ing  i t s  Four th 
A n n u a l  Wo o S o x 
Foundation Honors 
Gala. 

Gerulaitis was hon-
ored for her outstand-
ing contributions to 
the community, par-
ticularly in advanc-
ing education across 
Central and Western 
Massachusetts. 

Although Gerulaitis 
was traveling interna-
tionally at the time of 
the event, her devot-
ed parents proudly 
accepted the award on 
her behalf, while she 
joined the celebration 
virtually.

I n  h e r  r o l e  a t 
C o u n t r y  B a n k , 
Gerulaitis leads the Bank’s 
community relations and 
financial literacy initiatives, 

delivering education pro-
grams that empower chil-

dren with essential money 
management skills. She also 
spearheads Country Bank’s 

partnership with the WooSox 
Foundation Most Valuable 

Teacher program, an 
initiative that celebrates 
and elevates educators 
who make a meaningful 
difference in students’ 
lives throughout the 
region.

“Jodie’s passion for 
education and her com-
mitment to recogniz-
ing the true MVPs in 
our communities, our 
teachers, reflect the very 
heart of what this award 
represents,” said Dr. 
Charles Steinberg of the 
WooSox. “Her impact 
reaches far beyond the 
classroom and contin-
ues to strengthen our 
region for generations to 
come.”

Country Bank and 
the WooSox Foundation 
extend their congrat-
ulations and gratitude 
to Gerulaitis for her 

unwavering dedication to 
children, educators, and local 
communities.

Submitted Photo
Shown from left are Dr. Charles 
Steinberg, President,  WooSox & 
WooSox Foundation; Jodie Gerulaitis, 
First Vice President of Community 
Relations at Country Bank; and Brooke 
Cooper, EVP/General Manager, WooSox.

WooSox Foundation honors 
Country Bank’s Jodie Gerulaitis
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

$99999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-7pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

#1 RATED PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE AWARD:

APPLIANCE
DEALER

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

Great
Selection
for Fun in the Snow!

PRE-SEASON
BIKE SALE!

SALE!

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – A new business 
has arrived in Ware as Lift 
for Longevity celebrated 
with its grand opening party 
on Jan. 31. 

The company was found-
ed by Rose Doldoorian, a 
personal trainer who began 
the business six years ago out 
of her garage in Brimfield. 
Doldoor ian  focuses  on 
offering personal and small 
group fitness training, which 
involves small group work-
outs for every ability level. 

Lift for Longevity helps 
adults aged 40 and older 
feel their best when they are 
either getting back to fitness 
or new to fitness.

Doldoor ian  a t t ended 
Syracuse University and 
studied health and exercise 
science and nutrition. She 
is now an ACE Certified 
P e r s o n a l  Tr a i n e r  a n d 
Behavior Change Specialist. 
At the start of her career, 
Doldoorian’s business went 
by the name Flow Fitness. 

Her gym began with 
one client and soon grew to 
around 60 clients working 
out in her garage. A lot of 
Doldoorian’s clients come 
from many neighboring com-
munities. 

Fast forward, Doldoorian 
wanted to move to a space 
that was closer to their cli-
ents. 

Doldoorian alongside 
her family, looked at a lot 
of places in Ware, West 
Brookfield, and other neigh-
boring towns. Soon they got 
word from a friend of the 
family that the space located 
at 2 Vernon St. in Ware was 
available. The space used to 
be home to a hobby store. 

The space worked out 
greatly to become the new 
home of Lift for Longevity. 
Doldoorian said the name 
came from what they repre-
sent providing personal fit-
ness training to help those 
enjoy longevity.

“That’s who we are,” 
Doldoorian said.

Doldoorian’s husband Joe 
was at the grand opening 
party and helped do all the 
renovation work inside the 
space. Members of the fami-
ly came together to celebrate 
the grand opening of Lift for 
Longevity.

As part of the celebra-
tion, Doldoorian and her 
family were welcomed by 

the Ware Business & Civic 
Association and Beyond. 
WBCA & Beyond President 
Dan Flynn and Pennington 
Painting Inc. owner Dustin 
Pennington joined the Lift 
for Longevity group for a 
ceremonial ribbon cutting to 
officially welcome them to 
the community.

“It’s good news when a 
new business opens in town,” 
Flynn said.

Doldoorian was given the 
ceremonial scissors to cut the 
ribbon. Standing alongside 
her was her husband, their 
son JJ, and her Assistant 
Coach Hailey Judd as she 
cut the ribbon to kick off the 
grand opening party. 

Lift for Longevity’s grand 
opening party featured treats, 
vendors, and gift bags. Judd 
was running the Lift for 
Longevity table where the 
businesses was taking sig-
nups and answering any 
questions future clients may 
have. 

Judd has been work-

ing for Lift for Longevity 
the last couple of years and 
feels everyone works well 
together. The clients of Lift 
for Longevity have been 
with them for a long time 
and Judd says they put in the 
time to get to know their cli-
ents. 

“The longevity,” as Judd 
puts it describing the con-
nection between the business 
and their clients. 

Guests entered into a raf-
fle for a chance to win an 
engraved Lift for Longevity 
mug. Gift bags were also put 
together to thank those who 
came to the grand opening 
party. 

One of the vendors at the 
grand opening was Amy’s 
Aromatics based out of 
Hardwick. This business 
offers organic homemade 
soaps made from natu-
ral, organic ingredients and 
essential oils. 

Donna Holden of Lioness 
Energy Designs was at the 
Lift for Longevity grand 
opening. Lioness Energy 
Designs blends energy into 

neatly handmade jewelry 
such as bracelets and 

rings. 
N i c o l e 

DaCampo is 
a Certified 
N u r s e 
Practitioner 
who works 
in functional 

medicine and 
specializes in 

hormone health 
a n d  w e l l n e s s . 
DaCampo was 
one of the ven-
dors at the grand 
opening party for 
Lift for Longevity 
and provides rec-

ommendations for training, 
working out, lifting, and 
ways maintain healthiness.  

Another  vendor  was 
Renew Health based out 
of East Longmeadow. The 
owners of Renew Health are 
Dr. Alyssa Almeida, and Dr. 
Brianna Almeida. These sis-
ters are Physical Therapists 
sharing information on pel-
vic health and have operated 
Renew Health for five years. 

Lift for Longevity are all 
appointment-based and more 
information can be found at 
www.liftforlongevity.com. 
Lift for Longevity is also on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

Lift for Longevity is now 
open for business and nice-
ly settled at their new home, 
located at 2 Vernon St. 

‘For the Longevity’‘For the Longevity’

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Lift for Longevity held grand opening party

Standing left to right were Dustin Pennington of Pennington Painting, JJ, Joe Doldoorian, 
Rose Doldoorian, Hailey Judd, and WBCA & Beyond President Dan Flynn during the rib-
bon cutting ceremony and grand opening party of Lift for Longevity. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
A raffle was held to deter-
mine the winner of this 
Lift for Longevity 
engraved mug.

A sign with the former business 
name Flow Fitness, prior to the 

birth of Lift for Longevity. 

Brianna and Alyssa Almeida are physical therapists repre-
senting Renew Health of East Longmeadow. 

Amy of Amy’s Aromatics was a vendor during Lift for 
Longevity’s grand opening party. Amy’s Aromatics of 
Hardwick offers organic homemade soaps. 

Donna Holden of Lioness Energy Designs. 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—The mos t 
recent encounter between 
the Quaboag and Palmer 
girls’ varsity basketball 
teams before last Monday 
night took place at the 2010 
Spalding Hoophall Classic. 
The Lady Cougars edged the 
Lady Panthers 41-40 in that 
contest, which was held at 
Blake Arena situated on the 
Springfield College campus.

Led by eighth grad-
er Harper Brouillette, who 
netted 13 of her game-high 
19 points during the second 
half, the Lady Panthers man-
aged to pull out a 41-36 non-
league home victory over the 

Lady Cougars in their only 
meeting of this season.

“Every win for us this sea-
son is big because we’re such 
a young team,” said Palmer 
girls’ varsity coach Amanda 
Theriault. “We’ve been play-
ing very well during the past 
couple of weeks.” 

The Lady Panthers fin-
ished the regular season with 
a 9-9 overall record. 

Brouilette was Palmer’s 
only double digit scorer 
against Quaboag (3-14).

“Harper has been playing 
really well in our past cou-
ple of games,” Theriault said. 
“She’s been one of our lead-
ers this season.”

T h r e e  o t h e r  Pa l m e r 
eighth graders combined to 

score 16 points. They are 
Aria Nompleggi (8 points), 
Isabelle Braden (6 points), 
and Lainey Haley (2 points).

F r e s h m a n  A n a b e l l e 
Ladue (4 points), and junior 
Addyson Petrashewicz (2 
points) rounded out the scor-
ing column for the home 
team.

Senior Madeline Potvin 
(15 points) and eighth grader 
Caitlyn Toomey (14 points) 
combined to score 29 of their 
Lady Cougars 36 points.

“We really didn’t shoot 
very well in tonight’s game,” 
said Quaboag head coach 
Bill Beauregard. “It’s another 
disappointing loss for us.” 

The only other senior list-
ed on the Quaboag varsity 

basketball roster is Madeline 
Dufresne, who saw limit-
ed playing time in the road 
game.

Quaboag held a 6-5 lead 
in the middle of the first 
quarter following a jumper in 
the lane by sophomore Riley 
Corder (3 points).

The  Lady  Pan the r s ’ 
other scorer was sopho-
more Caitlyn Stevens, who 
finished the road game with 
four points.

Palmer, who scored the 
final four points of the first 
quarter, took an 11-6 advan-
tage on an inside hoop from 
Braden less than a minute 

Ware boys advance to WMass semifinals
WARE – Last week, the 

Ware High School boys basket-
ball team got the opportunity to 
enter the Western Mass. Class 
C tournament. One win in their 
final two games also guaranteed 
the Indians a game in the state 

tournament as well. The Indians 
got that win last Thursday night 
in the quarterfinals as they beat 
Athol 46-38 at home. Brady 
Guimond led the Indians with 
18 points while Kaleb Kanozek 
had 11 points. Brodie Koczur had 

nine points.  A few days later, 
the Indians fell to host Greenfield 
in the semifinals. Jack Gaudreau 
led the Indians with 14 points in 
the 62-57 loss. Ware, 10-10, now 
awaits its seeding in the Division 
5 state tournament. 

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Brady Guimond lifts a shot over an opponent during the 
quarterfinal matchup against Athol.

Alex Orszulak takes a 
three-pointer.

Brodie Koczur gets a shot off. Jack Gaudreau seeks to get a shot off 
under pressure.

Kaleb 
Kanozek 
sizes up a 
shot.

Cougars tipped by Panthers in non-league game

Indians
suffer WMass.
quarterfinals 

loss
SPRINGFIELD – Last 

Wednesday evening, a 15-0 
run at the start of the game 
by Renaissance hurt Ware’s 
chances in the Western Mass. 
Class C quarterfinals. The 
Indians were not able to 
come all the way back and 
Renaissance pulled away 
63-32. Reese McKeever 
would score nine points to 
lead Ware in the playoff 
game and Ware is 13-6 with 
the state tournament seeds 
being announced this week-
end.

Amelia Orszulak holds the ball just outside the arc.

SEE MORE 
PHOTOS ON 

PAGE 10.

Maddie Potvin heads down 
the court.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Reagan Grant looks to pass.

PA L M E R  – 
L a s t  T h u r s d a y 
night, Pathfinder 
Tech boys basket-
ball was defeated 
by Franklin Tech 
53-49 in a game 
tha t  Pa th finde r 
nearly came all the 
way back to tie. In 
the loss, Cassian 
Kowal ik  had  a 
massive game with 
28 points. He made 
seven free throws 
for the Pioneers. 
The Pioneers are 
s t i l l  looking to 
qual i fy  for  the 
state tournament 
and  need  more 
wins this week to 
squeeze in.

Pioneers fall against Franklin Tech Dustyn Cook 
takes a free 

throw.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Grayson Griswold eyes an open 
teammate.

Ian Squi Nieves heads down 
the court.

SEE MORE 
PHOTOS ON 

PAGE 10.

Please see COUGARS, 
page 10
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Candlepin League 
NEWS

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League
WARE – During week 

22 of the Wednesday Night 
Bondsville League, Team 
UMass  bowled  aga ins t 
Ironmen. 

In game one, Team UMass 
defeated Ironmen by a score 
of 489-451. Ryan Drago of 
Ironmen made a strong effort 
to keep the lead down by 
beginning with 130. 

In game two, Team UMass 
stayed on course and won 
again, 473-454. Keith Ferenz 
of Team UMass bowled well 
over his league average (91) 
with a 107 in game two. 
Drago remained over average 
with a 120 in game two. 

In game three, going into 
the final few frames, Team 
UMass held on to a slim lead 
and won 476-468. Drago fin-
ished with another 120 and 
a three-game series of 370. 
Ferenz finished with a 91, 
which included an important 
spare to stay in the lead. 

The  fina l  score  was 
1438-1373 in favor of Team 
UMass, who now have a 
record of 77.5-76.5. 

Sandri bowled against 
P&J Meats this past league 
night. In game one, P&J 
Meats ruled the lanes and 
won 487-466. Paige Stabach 
of P&J Meats was the hero of 
the team and began with 122. 
Brandon Lane of Sandri had 
the highest game on his team 
with 112. 

In game two, P&J Meats 
won again by a score of 513-
496. Stabach stayed in the 
120s with a 120 game, and 
her teammate, Kristy Temple, 
bowled well with 115. Randy 
Harper of Sandri had the 
highest game on his team 

with 117. 
In game three, Sandri won 

by a score of 497-464. Sue 
Horton of Sandri finished the 
match strong with 134, which 
consisted of five spares in 
a row. Horton’s three-game 
series for the evening was 
356 (109, 113, and 134). 
Lane finished with 118 and 
a series of 326. Stabach fin-
ished with 93 and a series of 
335. 

The final score was 1464-
1459 in favor of P&J Meats. 

Zeke’s Freaks bowled 
against Fire Mountain. In 
game one, Zeke’s Freaks 
pulled off the upset and won 
469-468. In game two, Fire 
Mountain returned the favor 
and pulled off a close win, 
437-435. 

In game three,  Scott 
Brewster of Fire Mountain 
bowled 112 during his team’s 
victory, 483-455. The final 
score was 1388-1359 in favor 
of Fire Mountain, who are 
in first place overall in the 
Bondsville League.

Slow Burners bowled 
against the Snappers this past 
week. In game one, Slow 
Burners won by a score of 
483-469. Scott Radisic of 
Slow Burners fired up the 
burner with a 132 game to 
start the match. 

In  game  two ,  S low 
Burners won again by a score 
of 481-476. Andy Tombor of 
Snappers bowled well with 
110 and his teammate Kevin 
“Kras” Krasnecky bowled 
115. 

In game three, Snappers 
snapped out of the slump 
and won 490-417. Eddie 
Stachowicz of Snappers fin-
ished with 119 to go with 
his 115 and 97 for 331. 
Krasnecky finished with 
118. The Snappers win total 
pinfall with a final score of 
1435-1381. 

Pioneers 
fall against 

Franklin 
Tech

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Cassian Kowalik gets the tip-off.

Brody Wetnicka 
holds the ball 

outside the arc.

Maddox 
Baer 
avoids the 
defense 
and goes 
for the 
hoop.

into the second quarter.
A Toomey lay-up with 

3:55 remaining in the first 
half closed the gap to 11-10.

Another lay-up from 
Stevens tied the score at 
14-14 before the visitors 
from Warren retook the lead 
with 46.3 seconds left in the 
second quarter when Potvin 
made one of two shots from 
the free throw line. 

Potvin also buried a 
3-pointer from the right cor-
ner giving the Lady Cougars 
a 20-18 lead with 6:50 
remaining in the third quar-

ter.
The Lady Panthers then 

responded with a 7-0 run.
Brouilette scored five of 

those points and Nompleggi 
also chipped in with a put-
back hoop.

The Lady Panthers, who 
outscored the Lady Cougars, 
18-11, in the third quarter, 
entered the final eight min-
utes of regulation holding a 
32-26 lead.

After a Braden inside 
hoop increased Palmer’s 
lead  to  34-28,  Potv in 
knocked down a 3-pointer 
from the right side.

With 20 seconds left in 

the fourth quarter, Toomey 
hit a runner in the lane slic-
ing the Lady Cougars deficit 
to 38-36.

The Lady Panthers would 
seal their victory with two 
free throws from Brouilette 
and another one by Ladue

Two nights later, the 
Lady Panthers  los t  a t 
top-seeded Drury, 66-19, 
in a Western Mass. Class C 
quarterfinal game. They’ll 
also be competing in the 
Division 5 state tournament, 
which begins next week.

Quaboag didn’t qualify 
for the Division 4 state tour-
nament.

COUGARS from page 9

Caitlyn Toomey sends a pass 
inside.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Madeline Dufresne is pressured as she enters 
the paint.

Registration 
underway 
for QVBL

S O U T H  H A D L E Y  – 
Registration has opened for 
the Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first 
meeting of 2026 to prepare for 
the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will 
include a 16th game added to 
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented with 
playing on Mother’s Day 
Saturday as well as a week-
night game to allow players 
an opportunity to play under 
the lights. While the night 
games were very successful, 
the Mother’s Day Saturday 
games were rained out.

Those elements will return 
along with a 16th game with 
an opponent to be determine 
as the league’s board explores 
possibilities for interleague 
matchups with another league 
in the region. 

For returning players to the 
league, the deadline is Mar. 
22 at 12 noon to be registered 
for the 2026 season in order 
to be guaranteed a roster spot. 
There will be open practices 
for all players but specifically 
targeted at new players sched-
uled for March 29 and April 
4 at times and locations to be 
announced. The draft is cur-
rently scheduled to take place 
on April 4 following that prac-
tice.

The season is current-
ly slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league in 
September and October this 
season.

The registration is live at 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org. Players must register and 
then pay the league dues via 
Venmo or contact the league 
leadership if an alternate form 
of payment is needed.

Aside from the weeknight 
and Mother’s Day games, 
other  games take place 
Sundays at 10 a.m. outside of 
Mother’s Day, Memorial Day 
and July 4 weekends. Playoffs 
will be in August.

W O R C E S T E R   – 
Worcester suffered a 4-1 
loss to the defending Kelly 
Cup champions Sunday 
afternoon. The Railers 
earned just one point of a 
possible six for the series. 
They went into the week-
end with 12 of a possible 
14 points in their seven 
previous games.

T h ey  n e t t e d  o n l y 
three goals for the week-
end and have 12 in their 
last seven games. Their 
power play betrayed them 
Sunday as they were just 
one for seven. That includ-
ed a wasted four-minute 
man advantage on a high 
sticking double minor to 
Mathias Laferriere at 7:02 
of the second period.

Worcester put only 
three shots in the direction 
of the net in those four 
minutes.

It was 1-1 going into 
the third period but the 
Railers could not beat 
Hunter Jones, who stopped 
29 shots for the game. 
With the victory, Jones 
became the first oppos-
ing goaltender to beat 
Worcester in every game 
of a 3 in 3 series.

The Railers had five 
power plays in the first 
period and scored on one 
of them.

Lincoln Hatten got his 
12th goal of the season at 
17:03. It was his fifth on 
the power play and first 
of any kind since Jan. 24. 
Jesse Pulkkinen set up 
Anthony Repaci at the 
right point and the captain 
put a shot on net.

There was traffic, a 
good thing for Hatten, and 
he popped a rebound home 
from in close.

After the Railers failed 
to take advantage of their 
power play time early in 
the second period, Trois-

Railers fall at home against Lions
Rivieres began to dominate 
the action. The Lions final-
ly tied it at 12:15 on Joe 
Dunlap’s goal. He scored 
on a rebound from the bot-
tom of the left circle. 

In the third period, 
Trois-Rivieres took a 2-1 
lead at 2:17, then made 
it 3-1 at 8:44. Both were 
doors tep  goals .  I saac 
Dufort had the first one, 
Cedric Desruisseaux the 
next one.

Morgan Moisan-Adams, 
who had a killer series, got 

the fourth visitors goal at 
10:54 on a penalty shot 
after being hauled down on 
a breakaway.

While the Lions arrived 
in town as a sixth place 
team, not resembling the 
ECHL defending cham-
pion, they are an entirely 
different team with Jones 
in goal. Trois-Rivieres 
improved to 13-5-0 with 
him as the goaltender of 
record. The Lions are 
21-20-4 overall.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Reese McKeever forces the shot.

Madisyn Slattery looks to 
pass inside.

Gabrielle Kaczuwka 
keeps the ball moving 
around the perimeter.

INDIANS SUFFER WMASS.
QUARTERFINALS LOSS
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obituaries

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Cut quickly
  5. A way to state 

clearly
 11. River in NE 

Scotland
 14. Expansive
 15. Lacking social 

polish
 16. Amount of time
 17. Frame
 19. Automobile
 20. Toadstools
 21. High school dances
 22. Utilize
 23. Experimented with
 25. One-sided
 27. Acquisitive
 31. Potted plants
 34. Everyone has one
 35. Kalahari Desert 

lake
 38. Unidentified flying 

object

 39. People 65 and over
 41. Small amount
 42. Daughter of 

Acrisius
 44. Ornamental box
 45. Government agents
 46. Uncertain
 49. A cotton fabric with 

a satiny finish
 51. Treeless plains
 55. One’s sense of 

self-importance
 56. Consumer advocate
 60. Type of lounger
 61. Body part
 62. Can be persuaded
 64. Woman (French)
 65. Ready and willing 

to be taught
 66. Arab ruler title
 67. Unhappy
 68. Gradually went 

away
 69. Able to think clearly

CLUES DOWN
  1. Brushed
  2. Small water spirit 

(Germ.)
  3. Heroes
  4. Monetary units
  5. Some don’t want to 

share theirs
  6. Free-swimming 

invertebrate
  7. Litigates
  8. Outer
  9. Parallelograms
 10. Uneasy feelings
 11. Cross
 12. A way to remove
 13. Pages can be 

dog-__
 18. Ukrainian city
 24. A citizen of Denmark
 26. Month
 28. Hindu queens
 29. Group of chemicals
 30. Rider of Rohan

 31. Wet dirt
 32. Southwestern Russia 

city
 33. Observed
 36. Angry
 37. Drivers’ licenses
 39. Musical composition
 40. Auction
 43. They __
 45. Women
 47. Be filled with love for
 48. Thick-soled sock
 49. Appears
 50. Old World lizard
 52. The leading 

performer
 53. Protein
 54. “Gunga Din” script 

writer
 57. Art __, around 1920
 58. __ Blyton, children’s 

author
 59. Abnormal breathing
 63. A place to rest

WARE – Richard Pluta 
passed away suddenly, on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2026 
while doing what 
he did throughout 
his life: quietly 
helping others with 
the practical devo-
tion and strength 
that defined him. 

Born and raised 
in  Gi lber tvi l le , 
R i c h a r d  w a s 
the son of Jane 
(Jablonski)  and 
Matthew Pluta, who both 
preceded him in death. He 
graduated from Hardwick 
High School in 1964 and 
later earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business from 
American International 
College in Springfield. 

Richard lived a hard-
working and purpose-
ful life. Professionally, he 
co-owned and was President 
of GBG Propane in Ware, 
for decades followed by 13 
years as safety trainer for 
Osterman Propane. 

He was known as a 
reliable and honest busi-
nessman and a s teady 
presence in his communi-
ty. He served as a respect-
ed member of the Propane 
Gas Association of New 
England,  worked as  a 
gas inspector, and sat on 
the board of the Ware 
Co-operative Bank. 

His hands, often cracked 
and carrying the scent of 
propane, were a testament 
to the long hours and dedi-
cation he gave to his family 
business. 

Richard was also a tal-
ented singer and trum-
pet player who performed 

throughout  his 
life. While play-
ing in a polka 
b a n d  i n  t h e 
1960s, he spot-
ted a black-haired 
beau ty  in  the 
audience - Helen 
(Burgoyne) - who 
would  become 
his beloved wife 
of 52 years and 

mother to his children. 
Her passing in 2020 left an 
unfillable void in his life. 

As a father, Richard was 
deeply dedicated to his four 
children. He was a provid-
er, coach, philosopher, psy-
chologist, and cheerleader 
for them. 

Despite his demand-
ing work, he always made 
time for church, family, and 
later for his grandchildren. 
He gave his family a won-
derful life and remained a 
steady source of guidance 
and encouragement. 

H i s  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h 
grounded him, and he lived 
it sincerely. In his later 
years, Richard formed close 
friendships in the senior 
independent living commu-
nity where he resided. 

Proud of his heritage, 
he delighted in speaking 
Polish with anyone willing, 
whether fluent or simply 
curious and loved teach-
ing phrases to those who 
wanted to learn. Richard 
leaves four devoted chil-
dren: daughter Marlene 

Adamsky and her partner 
Christopher Robidoux of 
Ware; son Michael Pluta 
and his fiancée Christina 
Riberdy of Paxton; son and 
daughter-in-law Andrew 
and Shannon Pluta  of 
Boylston; and daughter and 
son-in-law Anne and Brian 
Walsh of Francestown, 
New Hampshire. He also 
leaves his beloved grand-
children of whom he was 
so proud: Alex and Kerriann 
Adamsky; Drew and John 
Patrick (J.P.) Pluta; and 
Rowan and Charles Walsh, 
and his great-grandchildren, 
Billy and Alexia Azmat, 
who lit up his later years. 
He is also survived by his 
sister Sue Demore and her 
family of Vermont, and his 
brother David Pluta and his 
family of Florida. 

Calling hours are from 
5-7 p.m., Friday, Feb. 20, 
2026 at Cebula Funeral 
Home, 66 South St., Ware, 
MA.  A Funeral Mass will 
be offered at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 21, 2026 at 
Saint Mary’s Parish Church, 
57 South St., Ware, MA. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
make donations in memo-
ry of M. Richard Pluta to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Cancer 
Research Center (stjude.org/
donate.) 

Cebula Funeral Home 
of Ware is in charge of 
arrangements and funeral 
services.  For more infor-
mation and an online guest 
book, please visit:  www.
cebulafuneralhome.com.

M. Richard Pluta, 79

WARE – Johann E. 
Comeau, 82, died in the 
early morning hours on 
Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, in 
Quaboag Rehabilitation and 
Skilled Care Center.  

She leaves her husband of 
43 years, Roger J. Comeau; 
her brother, Neil Poulin and 
his wife Rachel of Essex 
Junction, Vermont; her sis-
ter-in-law, Rita Hamelin and 
her husband Ernie as well as 

two nieces and two nephews.  
Johann worked as an ele-

mentary school art teacher in 
Warren for 36 years prior to 
retirement.  

She enjoyed gardening 
around her home and was 
member of the Wilbraham 
Garden Club where she also 
served as President for two 
years.  In addition to her 
green thumb, she was also a 
talented needlepoint crafter. 

A Graveside Service for 
Johann will be held in the 
spring in Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Cemetery in Ware.  

Charbonneau Funeral 
Home, 30 Pleasant St. in 
Ware is assisting her family 
with her care and arrange-
ments.  

An online tribute page is 
available at charbonneaufh.
com.

Johann E. Comeau, 82

Death notices
Comeau, Johann E.
Died Feb. 13, 2026

Pluta, M. Richard
Died Feb. 11, 2026
Services Feb. 21, 2026
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WARE – Massachusetts 
State Law, Chapter 140, 
§137, requires that all dogs 
six months of age shall be 
licensed each year.

Dog licenses are now 
available for sale and must 
be purchased by Tuesday, 
March 31. 

If you are licensing in 
person the Town Clerk’s 
Office will be open Monday, 
Tuesday,  Thursday and 
Friday each week during 
business hours. Town Hall 
is now closed to the public 
on Wednesdays. If you are 
licensing by U.S. Mail, the 
licenses must be purchased 
prior to March 31, and your 
envelope must also be post-
marked by March 31 or there 
will be a late fee.

Fees for licensing your 
dog are male/female $15; 
spayed/neutered $10.

On April 1 there will be 
a late fee of $15 per dog in 
addition to the licensing fee.

Rabies Certificates for 
each dog must be presented 
at the time of licensing as in 
the past. 

If your dog was licensed 
in 2025, check the license to 
see if the Rabies Certificate 
is current (the information 
is on your 2025 license); it 
is current, simply come into 
the office to license in person 
or license by U.S. Mail. If 
licensing by mail, you must 

provide a self-addressed, 
postage paid envelope in 
order for us to return the 
license and tag to you. 

If licensing more than one 
dog, be sure to add sufficient 
postage to your envelope to 
insure delivery.

Checks are payable to the 
Town of Ware for the appro-
priate amount. All Rabies 
Certificates supplied will be 
returned to you with the dog 
license.

Contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at  413-967-9648 
extension 177 if you failed 
to license in 2025 so that 
we may inform you what is 
owed in entirety to license 
for 2026.

There is also a blue drop 
box outside the lower-level 
offices at Town Hall for those 
of you who wish to drop 
off your request for licens-
ing. Address the envelope to 
Town Clerk/Dog Licenses.

If you are licensing your 
dog for the first time, be sure 
to supply the owner’s name, 
address and contact tele-
phone number; a copy of the 
current Rabies Certificate 
and if the dog is neutered/
spayed also send this certifi-
cate unless it is stated on the 
Rabies Certificate.

Question may be directed 
to the Town Clerk’s Office at 
413-967-9648 extension 177.

Town Clerk releases 2026 
dog licensing information

WARE – The Friends of 
Ware Town Hall are now sell-
ing Spring Lotto Calendars 
to raise money to restore the 
beautiful large windows in 
the Great Room of the Town 
Hall.

Lotto Calendar sales will 
continue through March 
31. Drawings will be made 
weekly beginning April 1 and 
winners will be notified by 
phone.

The cost of each calendar 
is $10 and there are multiple 
chances to win since winning 
stubs will be put back into the 
drawing. Cash prizes range 
from $25 to one $500 prize 
on the final day of drawing, 
April 30.

Calendars may be pur-
chased from members of 

Friends of Ware Town Hall, 
as well as the following loca-
tions in town: Ware Town 
Hall, Town Clerk’s Office; 
It’s Wine O’clock; Crystal 
Springs Dairy Bar; Ware 
River Club; Ware Senior 
Center; Changes Hair Design; 
Ware  Library;  Moul ton 
Insurance Agency; Nat Falk; 
Otto Florist; and Silhouettes 
on Main.

Anyone who would like 
to purchase a calendar but is 
unable to do so locally can 
mail a check for $10, pay-
able to Friends of Ware Town 
Hall, along with their address 
and phone number to: Friends 
of Ware Town Hall, P.O. Box 
692, Ware, MA 01082. The 
calendar will be mailed to 
you.

Friends of Ware Town Hall 
offer Spring Lotto Calendars

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
A male eastern bluebird enjoyed the warmth 
of the sun one day after the groundhog pre-
dicted six more weeks of winter.

A pair of eastern bluebirds perched on 
a dead tree in Gilbertville. Several east-
ern bluebirds spend the winter in this 
location every year. According to Mass 
Audubon, eastern bluebirds are increas-
ingly becoming a more common winter 
sight. 

Bluebirds 
in winter

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– In the spirit of Season of 
Giving, North Brookfield 
Savings Bank is proud to 
announce the success of its 
annual Food and Toy Drives, 
made possible by the gen-
erosity of their customers, 
community members and 
employees.

These initiatives reflect 
the Bank’s ongoing commit-
ment to supporting the com-
munities it serves and mak-
ing the holidays brighter for 
those in need. 

During the annual Food 
Drive the Bank’s communi-
ties came together to donate 

over 950 non-perishable food 
items and over $1,000 in 
monetary donations to sup-
port families in need. These 
generous donations have had 
a profound impact this sea-
son of giving, providing cru-
cial assistance to individuals 
facing food insecurity.

To further amplify the 
impact, NBSB contribut-
ed an additional $3,000 in 
support of the food pantry 
operations. NBSB’s annu-
al Food Drive benefitted 
the following food pantries: 
East Brookfield Baptist 
Church Food Pantry, Sharing 
Cupboard Food Pantry - First 

Congregational Church, St. 
Joseph’s Parish Food Pantry, 
First Congregational Church 
of North Brookfield, Trinity 
Episcopal Church - Jubilee 
Cupboard, St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish Food Pantry 
and Palmer Food Share, Inc.

The generosi ty  f rom 
their communities contin-
ued through the annual Toy 
Drive, where community 
members, employees and 
neighbors stepped up to the 
plate again to donate over 
430 toys for children in need, 
alongside more than $1,600 

NBSB held successful Food and Toy Drives

Please see DRIVES, page 13
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports memo-
rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
os, ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &         
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – 
Oil and Gas, AC service also. 

413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME COUNCIL ON AGING 

CLERICAL AIDE
$20-$22 per hour based on experience. 
6 hours per week.  Application and com-
plete job description are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing 
admin@huntingtonma.us. Position is 
open until filled. 

Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking 
for a PART-TIME PROGRAM ASSIS-
TANT for the Senior Center. Please submit 
a resume with a letter of interest to the Se-
lectmen’s Office, 215 North Main 
St., North Brookfield, MA 01535; or 
by email to: selectmen@northbrook-
field.net.

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

WANTED SERVICES

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

TAX SERVICES

(413) 687-5552

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find us online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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public notices

Come Join Our Team and Grow With Us
The Town of Warren has immediate openings for the following 

Full & Part-Time positions…
Assistant Assessor: The Warren Board of Assessors is seeking to fill this full-time, Town 
benefited position of Assistant Assessor. The successful candidate will perform administrative 
work, provide excellent customer service, maintain detailed records of property assessments, 
maps, new growth, and assist with setting the annual tax rate under the general direction of 
the Board of Assessors.  One of the Town’s goals is to transition this position to a Principal 
Assessor in the future. 
Hourly wage range: $30.44 - $37.08
Monday to Thursday, 32 hours per week
$1,000.00 annual stipend offered with MAA certification

Executive Assistant: This position is responsible for providing administrative and clerical 
support to the Town Administrator’s Office and Board of Selectmen. This is a full-time, Town 
benefited position. Candidate should be able to demonstrate excellent customer service 
skills, being proficient with Microsoft Suite and have superior writing skills.  Attendance at 
evening meetings is required. 
Hourly wage range: $24.78 - $26.69
Monday to Friday, 40 hours per week

Sewer Plant Operator / Mechanic: This position is responsible for operating, maintaining, 
and cleaning machinery, equipment, and generators. Performs building and grounds 
maintenance. This is a full-time, Town benefited position, with required on-call and overtime 
hours.  Candidate must possess a Grade 4 or higher Wastewater Treatment Plant License 
within the first six months of employment. 
Hourly wage range: $24.78 - $26.69
Monday to Friday, 40 hours per week

Full-Time Police Officer: Applicants are preferred to be academy trained and must be 
willing to work weekends, nights, and holidays. It is also preferred that applicants currently 
possess valid certification as a Police Officer. The Patrolmen’s contract provides for an 
education incentive. Please send resumes and cover letters to the attention of  
Lt. Kyle Whitcomb, WPD PO Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or whitcomb@warren-ma.gov. 
Hourly wage range: $28.64 - $34.24 Overtime Available
*Starting hourly will be based on years of municipal police service.

Part-Time COA Custodian: This position is responsible for all aspects of cleaning, light 
maintenance of the building and Senior Center grounds. Must have scheduling flexibility to 
meet the daily operational needs of the Senior Center. Prior custodial experience preferred. 
Hourly wage range: $17.70 - $18.05
Monday to Friday, 15 hours per week

Please email or mail your resume and cover letter to the 
Town Administrator, Jim Ferrera, townadministrator@warren-ma.gov 

or by mail to 48 High Street, P.O. Box 609, Warren, MA 01083.  
For a complete job description of any of these positions please visit the Town’s website 

www.warren-ma.gov.  
All positions will be open until filled.

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate 
and Family Court
15 Atwood Drive

Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500

Docket No. 
HS26P0071EA

Estate of: 
John Delargy

Also known as:
John Michael Delargy, Sr. 
Date of Death: 06/21/2023
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by John Delargy, Jr., 
of Ware, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that  
John Delargy, Jr., of Ware, MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/12/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 12, 2026 

Mark S. Ames,
 Register of Probate

02/19/2026

Town of Hardwick
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Under the provisions of the 
General Laws of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 166, and any additions 
or amendments thereto; please 
be advised that at their meeting 
on Monday, March 9, 2026, at 
6:30 p.m., at the Municipal Of-
fice Building, 307 Main Street, 
Gilbertville, MA 01031, the 
Hardwick Select Board will con-
sider a request to give permission 

to Massachusetts Electric Com-
pany d/b/a National Grid and 
Verizon New England, Inc, to lo-
cate poles, wires, and fixtures, in-
cluding the necessary sustaining 
and protecting fixtures, along and 
across the following public way:

Collins Road- National Grid 
to install 10 JO poles beginning 
at a point approximately 122 
feet north of the centerline of the 
intersection of Campbell Road 
and Collins Road and continuing 
north. 
02/19/2026

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

improved, our rivers were 
cleaned up a great deal. 

Yet the job is not done, 
and some practices still 
impact healthy rivers in 
undesirable ways. Today 
we enjoy rivers recreation-
ally and realize they serve 
wildlife and people in many 
important and healthy ways.

The new effort start-
ed with going community 
to community sharing the 
idea and inviting people to 
get involved. We held many 
local meetings at town halls, 
libraries, and community 
centers and it stirred interest 
and awareness. 

We hosted river paddles 
and clean ups. Some joined 
the effort!

To give this effort focus 
and connect people in mean-
ingful ways to the rivers, 
C4R inaugurated two pro-
grams: Water quality mon-
itoring and Paddling trail 
development. 

We would monitor the 
basic bacterial health of the 
river for recreational use and 
enjoyment. This would invite 
people to see these special 
places and learn if they were 
a healthy place to enjoy. 

We started with six sites 
on two rivers in 2015 and are 
now at 20 sites on all four 
rivers. We have created four 
Blue Trails, routes on and 
maps of the rivers that high-

light both historical and nat-
ural places that people can 
explore to see how special 
our four local rivers are. 

Knowing their special 
character and health benefits 
reveals their value.

Good progress, yet just a 
start. The initial excitement 
of renewing the idea has 
worn off a bit. 

But once something of 
value is recognized, it needs 
to be maintained, cared for, 
what a handful of people had 
started needs more hands to 
keep things going. Could you 
help? 

Next week we share our 
vision going forward…

in monetary donations. To extend this 
support further, NBSB contributed 
an additional $1,250 to support those 
who need it the most and bring joy to 
children in the communities it serves 
this holiday season. 

NBSB’s annual Toy Drive ben-
efitted the following toy organiza-

tions: North Brookfield Police 
Association’s Toys for Joy Program, 
East  Brookfield Toys for Joy 
Program, West Brookfield Police 
Association Holiday Toy Program, 
Ware Police Department “Christmas 
for Kids” Program, Belchertown 
Firefighters Association Adopt-a-
Family Program and Palmer Lions 
Club Holiday Toy Program.

“Community is at the heart of 
everything that we do, and the suc-
cess of this year’s Food and Toy 
Drives is a testament to the com-
passion and generosity of our cus-
tomers, employees and community 
members,” said Audrey Shampine, 
Market ing Manager  a t  Nor th 
Brookfield Savings Bank. “We are 
proud to come together to create a 

positive difference for those in need 
during this Season of Giving.”

To learn more about North 
B r o o k f i e l d  S av i n g s  B a n k ’s 
Community giving efforts and 
the convenient banking products 
and services offered, visit www.
NorthBrookfieldSavingsBank.com.

DRIVES from page 11Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Ware River News

BLUE TRAIL from page 1

Volunteers stood near a pile of trash and debris collected during a cleanup.

Paddlers made their way down river during a group paddle.

Paddlers explored the Quaboag River Blue Trail.

Submitted Photos
A paddler is shown enjoying a day on the river.

Keith Davies led a discussion about the Chicopee 4Rivers 
Watershed Council.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS, TUBES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

PRESIDENT’S DAY SALE!!!
STILL GOING ON!!!
PRE-SEASON BIKE SALE!!

SEE AD INSIDE!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tuesday-Sunday

8am-2pm

BRING IN ENTIRE AD FOR $5 OFF
with $10 minimum purchase.

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES
❖ MAC’N CHEESE
❖ LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

See website for specials
JARSCafe.com
❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

TEA FOR TWO
1st Sunday Every Month
Reservations Required

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Two Great Cruises aboard 
Norwegian 
Breakaway!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING - $574,900
Lot 3, Foster Road, West Brookfield
This custom-built ranch is currently under construc-
tion and offers 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths, with qual-
ity craftsmanship and thoughtful design throughout. 
The walkout lower level is unfinished, providing the 
opportunity to customize the space to your needs, 
including the option to add a fourth bedroom and full bath at an additional cost. 
The open-concept layout features cathedral ceilings in the kitchen, stainless steel 
appliances, granite countertops, and a center island that flows seamlessly into the 
dining and living areas for a bright, spacious feel. A large composite deck extends 
your living space outdoors and overlooks the backyard. The primary suite includes 
a walk-in closet and a beautifully designed main bath with a tiled walk-in shower 
and dual vanities. Two additional bedrooms, convenient first-floor laundry, hardwood 
flooring, central air, modern finishes, and a spacious 2-car garage complete this 
home. Situated on a quiet cul-de-sac in a desirable location!!

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $279,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 21 Varney 
Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This is a 55 and Better community. 
This home includes a wonderful floor plan with spacious 
rooms. Master bedroom includes a large attached 
bathroom. Two full bathrooms, large back deck, and two 
large wood sheds. Asking 245,000. See MLS#73457117. 

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $134,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

www.turley.com  •  413.283.8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

CONTACT US
TODAY FOR
DETAILS

LOCAL BUSINESS

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Daily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
6 Big Screen TVs To Watch!

Prime Rib & Prime Rib & 
Fresh SeafoodFresh Seafood
Best Pizza In Town!Best Pizza In Town!

508-886-4771
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS: 

WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM

Ladd’s
RESTAURANT & LOUNGERESTAURANT & LOUNGE

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
Great Food, Great Drinks, 

Great Service & Great People!

Check Out Our Specials at 
www.laddsrestaurant.net

CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE 
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!

BUYLINE CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday & available online

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48

3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
DAN FLYNN 
413-297-5886

dflynn@turley.comFULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨


