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High schoolers enjoy 
day filled with games 
and fun

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The high school stu-
dents at Ware Junior Senior High 
School celebrated Winter Carnival 
at this school this past Saturday.

An annual tradition dating back 
decades, Winter Carnival features 
a mix of traditional and new games 
for students to compete in.

About 30 students from each 
class participated in the games 
during Winter Carnival, including 
capture the flag, dodgeball, tug of 
war, table wave, speedball, Kan 
Jam, pie eating contest, lip sync 
contest, cornhole, arm wrestling, 
phone booth and more. 

Phone booth is a classic winter 
carnival game that dates back to 
the 1980s, even though the actual 

Winter CarnivalWinter Carnival
atat WARE HIGH WARE HIGH

Turley Photo 
by Ryan Drago

The design 
by the 
senior 

class of 
2024. 

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Senior Kyle Safford tossed a beanbag during cornhole while fellow 
senior John Mumper watches.

Selectboard approves 
cable license contract

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Selectboard 
approved the proposed nonex-
clusive cable television renewal 
license with Comcast, effective 
Feb. 1. 

At the Jan. 24 meeting, 
Selectboard Vice-Chair Josh 
Kusnierz read a letter submit-
ted by resident Richard Starodoj 
regarding concerns with cable 
fees and services. Starodoj’s let-
ter states that Comcast charges 
“excessive fees” for cable boxes 
and modems/routers. 

“They should be providing 
that at no charge, we are paying 
for usable signal at the door…
should not need extra equip-
ment,” he wrote.

Starodoj also advocated for 
increased public, educational or 
government channel funding; a 
shorter contract; fixed rates; the 
ability to originate program-
ming from the Senior Center 
and upstairs in the Town Hall; 
and internet connection to Park’s 
maintenance building, both Water 
Department storage tanks, the 
Highway Department barn and 
water pump station and sewer 
plant.

A t t o r n e y  B i l l  A u g u s t 
explained that federal law has 
deregulated cable television for 
over 20 years, but he is empathet-
ic to users regarding rate increas-
es. 

“We would be in violation of 
the whole licensing framework 
if we tried to condition it on rate 
freezes,” he said. 

Regarding PEG funding, 
August said this license before 
the Selectboard has more funding 
than the expiring license, increas-
ing from 4.75% to 5% for five 
years, then back to 4.75% for the 
last five years of the 10 year con-
tract. 

August said one-quarter of 
that 5% will pay to provide ser-
vice to Webster Road, which is 
currently unserved by Comcast 
due to low-density. 

He credited Town Manager 
Stuart Beckley and Comcast 
Senior Manager of Government 
& Regulatory Affairs Eileen 
Leahy for coming up with this 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

The Quaboag Valley Food 
Policy Council met to discuss 
food security and access within 
the communities it serves, and 
offer a free “Opioids and Opioid 
Rescue Training” in collabora-
tion with the Quabbin Health 
District.

Opioids and Opioid 
Rescue Training

At the Jan. 25 meeting, 
Quabbin Health District’s Public 
Health Nurse, Kirsten Krieger, 
presented a training about opi-
oids, addiction and how to recog-
nize signs of an opioid overdose.

“The biggest goal is to give 
people some basic information,” 
she said. 

Addiction, she said, is a treat-
able, chronic medical disease 
and that only one in 10 people 
with substance use disorders are 
getting treatment.

“It’s finally being seen as 
more of a disease than a choice,” 
Krieger said. 

“Most people who are using, 
they feel euphoria, they feel 
high, it makes them feel better,” 
she said. “They get to a point 
when it’s not about the high; it’s 
about not getting sick.”

Krieger explained the neu-
robiology of addiction and how 
it affects the prefrontal cortex, 
which is responsible for impulse 
control and predicting conse-
quences of actions. This part of 
the brain doesn’t fully develop 
until a person is in their early-
to-mid-20s, making adolescent 
substance use a great concern.

Addiction also impacts the 
basal ganglia, the part of the 
brain that controls the pleasur-
able/rewarding effects of sub-
stance use and is responsible for 
formation of habitual substance 
use. The external amygdala is 
also affected by addiction, and 
is where the “fight or flight” 
response comes from.

QVFPC 
participates 
in opioid 
training

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce featured 
Holyoke-based entrepreneur 
Mychal “Myke” Connolly of Stand 
Out Truck as its speaker during the 
Jan. 24 breakfast meeting held at 
Cedarbrook Village at Ware.

Starting his first business sell-
ing his grandmother’s candies to 
his classmates at age 9, Connolly 
quickly discovered the key to suc-
cess in any market, something he 
calls the “LBW,” or long, boring 
work.

“Dreams come true with LBW,” 

Connolly said.
As a child growing up in the 

Bahamas, Connolly would accom-
pany his father to customer’s 
homes for his father’s pest control 
business, and it was there he started 
picking up and reading business 
magazines, which were often found 
in the homes of more affluent cus-
tomers. 

Connolly said when his moth-
er moved to the U.S. to Florida, 
she was scared of flying, but had 
to find a job that would allow her 
to be in both countries. That job 
ended up being as a flight atten-
dant.

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Mychal “Myke” Connolly of Stand Out Truck shares his journey 
through creating his first business at age 9, to now, at the Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce breakfast held on Jan. 24 at Cedarbrook 
Village at Ware.

Chamber breakfast embraces 
entrepreneurial spirit

“WE WOULD BE IN 
VIOLATION OF THE 
WHOLE LICENSING 
FRAMEWORK IF 
WE TRIED TO 
CONDITION IT ON 
RATE FREEZES.”

ATTORNEY BILL AUGUST

Free puzzle swap 
brings community 
together

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@tuley.com 

WARE – The Young Men’s 
Library Association hosted a 
wonderful puzzle swap over the 
weekend for those who love all 
things puzzles. 

The library’s swap was well-
loved by the community and 
many people attended to swap 
and share puzzles. 

“We’ve been circulating puz-

zles for a year, and someone 
called saying they wanted more 
puzzles,” Library Director Heidi 
Reed explained. So, the library 
responded with a swap for the 
community. 

The swap was a one-for-one 
swap, meaning if you brought in 
one puzzle, you could swap it for 
another one. 

The library has puzzles laid 
out in the library for the com-
munity to solve, as well as puz-
zles to check out and return after 
enjoying them. 

“I like the zen of building puz-
zles,” Reed said. “I like to match 
the colors and watch as they cre-

National Puzzle Day

Turley Photo by Emily-Rose Pappas
Katheryn Novak (left) and Heidi Reed (right) are shown with the 
last remaining puzzles from a very successful swap held at the 
Young Men’s Library Association.

Please see PUZZLES, page 2

Please see TRAINING, page 3 Please see CARNIVAL, page 7

Please see CHAMBER, page6

Please see CONTRACT, page6
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

 

 

 

Each week the Ware River 
News digs into its submitted 

photo archives and selects 
a people photo to publish� 
We need your help to help 

identify those pictured�

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0364  |  dioguardijewelers.com

25% OFF
All Jewelry

(excluding fire & ice diamond)

Master Jeweler 
Gabriel Serrano 
continues Michael 
Harris’ passion 
for fine jewelry 
and exceptional 
customer service.

❤
Valentine

    Stud Sale
from Diamonds to 

Colored Stones

JOIN
TODAY!

Aerial pictures provided by Above the Law Imagery

Visit warebca.com
email warebca@gmail.com

Ware Business & Civic Association now includes 
the communities of Palmer, Belchertown,  
West Brookfield, Warren and Hardwick.

 Businesses and organizations 
from those towns are welcome to join!

and Beyond! Join Our Small-Town Business Development Adventure!
Are you a small business owner looking to boost your community presence and connect 
with fellow entrepreneurs? Look no further! Welcome to the heart of our towns’ growth and 
success - the Ware Business & Civic Association...and Beyond!

➤ Our Mission
We’re not just any organization – we’re a community catalyst! Our mission is clear:  
foster camaraderie among local businesses, creating a vibrant hub that transforms our town 
into a must-visit destination for all. We’re here to ignite connections, inspire growth,  
and spark innovation.

➤ Why Join Us?
Referrals are just the beginning! As 
a member, you’ll enjoy the spotlight 
on your business within our close-
knit community. Think of us as your 
business’s ultimate cheerleaders, 
making sure your unique offerings 
shine bright.

➤ A Legacy of Achievement
Since 2011, our committee has been 
making waves. We’re not just about meetings – we’re 
about momentum. From securing endorsements for 
local businesses to orchestrating events that turn 
visitors into regulars, we’ve been shaping our towns’ 
destiny, one success story at a time.

➤ Events that Sparkle
Who says business can’t be fun? Picture this: 
quarterly membership nights that blend networking 
with laughter. We’re all about community, after all – 
and a little friendly competition in the bowling alley 
or at the axe throwing yard never hurt anyone.

➤ Network that Expands
With a sprawling member base, joining us means getting 
in on the action. Your business won’t just get noticed; 
it’ll become a star in our constellation of local talent.

➤ An Investment in Success
For just $120 per year, you’re securing your spot in 
our thriving business ecosystem. 

➤ Seamless Entry
➤ Embrace Uniqueness

PALMER

BELCHERTOWN WARE

HARDWICK

WEST 
BROOKFIELD

WARREN

Ready to take your business to  new heights while having a blast? 
Join us on this exciting ride!  Let’s be partners in growth and partners in fun.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply
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File Photo
Last week’s photo 

from 1960 showed 
Paul Deslauriers after a 

basketball game where he 
scored the winning basket 
for Ware Foundry against 

rival Palmer Merchants.
Evelyn Trela of Ware 

correctly identified 
Deslauriers. 

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their 

names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago 
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – A baked potato 
fundraiser took place at the 
All Saints Church Hall in Ware 
to benefit the Philmont High 
Adventure Crew 2024. 

Crew members put together 
a fully stocked potato buffet 
take-out to raise money for a 
High Adventure at Philmont 
High Adventure Base in 
Cimarron, New Mexico. The 
crew prepared a delicious meal 
featuring a huge potato with 
all the fixings (including but-
ter, sour cream, green onions, 
bacon, cheese, broccoli and 
chili), drinks and dessert. 

The desserts were home-
made cupcakes that were dis-
played on a table outside of 
the kitchen. In addition to the 
potato buffet, a 50/50 raffle 
and a basket raffle was taking 
place while guests waited in 
line to pickup their potato din-
ner. The raffle included 18 gift 
baskets as prizes. 

All proceeds from the 
fundraiser will go toward the 
crew’s trip to Philmont High 
Adventure Base.

The crew members are 
working on offering another 
potato dinner fundraiser some-
time in the spring. 

Potato Buffet at All Saints Church

18 gift baskets were part of a raffle with all proceeds going to support the crew’s trip to 
Philmont High Adventure Base in New Mexico. 

Crew members were working hard in the kitchen pre-
paring the potato meals. 

Homemade cupcakes were included with the potato 
dinner. 

WARREN – Quaboag 
Regional  Middle  High 
School Student Council 
is hosting a Craft/Small 
Business Fair on Saturday, 
Feb. 10, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
at Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School, 284 Old West 
Brookfield Road. 

Vendors include hand-
made woodcrafts, candles, 
soaps, seasonal decor, pot-

tery, jewelry, and many 
more.

Enjoy a fun day of shop-
ping and make this your one 
stop shop for Valentine’s 
Day, or shop early for 
Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day.

In addition to the 80+ 
vendors participating in 
the fair, there will also be a 
huge raffle table, so please 

be sure to bring cash.
Vendor fees and proceeds 

from the raffle will go to 
the Student Council mem-
bers attending their annual 
state conference in Hyannis. 
Thank you in advance for 
your kind support.

There will be no ATM 
on site. Venmo/Cashapp/etc. 
accepted at the discretion of 
vendors.

Student Council hosts craft fair Feb� 10

ate pretty pictures.” 
The library is always look-

ing for more people to join in 
the fun of puzzle solving. 

The success of the swap 
(including over 50 puzzle 
donations from just two peo-
ple) has shown the community 
at the library how loved puz-
zles still are today. 

The library is always look-
ing for ways to get more peo-
ple to come and enjoy it, and 
there are sure to be more swaps 
in the future.

PUZZLE from page 1

This photo shows the puz-
zles available prior to the 
start of the swap. 

Submitted Photo 
The puzzle of the week is open for all to enjoy when they 
come into the library. This week’s puzzle featured dogs. x
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The Ware River News will gladly correct 
factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To request a correction, 
send information to ekennedy@turley.com, 
or call 967-3505. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at:  Ware River News, 
Attn: Editor, 80 Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Live Onsite & Webcast
Public AuctioN

FURNITURE STORE
• FURNITURE INVENTORY & ACCESSORIES •

42 MYRON STREET     WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
TO BE SOLD ON THE PREMISES AND BY LIVE INTERNET BIDDING

NATIONAL BRANDS INCLUDING: BarcaLounger; Bernhardt Furniture; Bradington Young; Braxton Culler; Caracole Furniture; 
Charleston Forge; CTH Sherrill Occasional; Hickory White; Hooker; John Richard; King Hickory; Sam Moore; Sherrill and Many More •
Consisting of: Sofas • Sectionals • Recliners • Swivel Rockers • Occasional Chairs • Ottomans • Cocktail, End & Console Tables • 
Entertainment Centers • Bookcases • Desks • Dining Room Sets • Buffet • Mirrors • Floor & Table Lamps • Chandeliers • Bar Stools 
• Framed Paintings & Prints • Wall Décor • Clocks • Knick Knacks • Bowls • Jars • Trays • Throw Pillows • TCL 55” TV

• Many More Items Too Numerous To Mention •

SALE PER ORDER OF GARY M. WEINER, ESQ.
OF THE FIRM OF WEINER LAW FIRM, PC, 1441 MAIN STREET, SUITE 610, SPRINGFIELD, MA

ASSIGNEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF CREDITORS
TERMS OF SALE: 25% DEPOSIT CASH, WIRE TRANSFER OR CERTIFIED CHECK

15% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONSITE PURCHASES
18% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONLINE PURCHASES

OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT TIME OF SALE
INSPECTIONS: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH – 10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.& MORNING OF SALE – 8:30 A.M. TO 10:30 A.M.

LIVE ONSITE & LIVE ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE AT WWW.BIDSPOTTER.COM
SEND for  DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE or VISIT our WEBSITE at  WWW.POSNIK.COM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH AT 10:30 A.M. ET
ASSIGNEE’S SALE

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Murder Mystery Dinner
Friday, February 23 & 

Saturday, February 24 - 6:00 p.m.
Tickets Now Available at Hardwick Crossing

February Special
Purchase a New Membership 

& Receive Up to $225.00 in Gift Cards
See Website for More Information

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, February 13 

& Tuesday, February 27
Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Valentine Day 
Specials 

Available on Facebook 
and Our Website

HARDWICK – The 
B a r r e  S av i n g s  a n d 
Charitable Foundation 
r e c e n t l y  a w a r d e d 
$5,000 to the Hardwick 
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l 
PTO to help cover the 
cost of sending the fifth 
grade class to Nature’s 
Classroom.

This past Friday, Tom 
Mertzic and Paul Cirelli 
presented the check to 
the HES PTO, which has 
been organizing fundrais-
ers to pay for this multi-
day educational trip. 
The donation will cover 
a large portion of the 
trip and fundraising will 
cover the rest.

“We know how hard 
you  worked ,  so  we 
chipped in and paid the 
rest of it,” Mertzic told 
the students. 

Members of Hardwick Elementary School’s PTO and the Barre Savings 
Charitable Foundation hold a check for $5,000 to help cover the cost of Nature’s 
Classroom for fifth grade students. Shown from left are PTO Vice-President 
Lauren Mace, Barre Savings Charitable Foundation members Tom Mertzic and 
Paul Cirelli, PTO President Leslee Kolenda and Hardwick Elementary School 
Principal Shelly St. George.

Donation to PTO helps cover cost of Hardwick Nature’s Classroom trip

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Members of Hardwick Elementary School’s fifth grade class were excited to receive this generous donation 
from the Barre Savings Charitable Foundation to fund their trip to Nature’s Classroom in the spring.

community

Krieger said stigma is some-
thing substance users face, both 
from themselves and from the world 
around them.

“There are three kinds of stig-
ma,” she said, including self-stigma, 
public stigma and structural stigma.

Krieger said language matters 
when it comes to reducing stig-
ma, including using “person with 
a substance use disorder” instead 
of derogatory terms like “addict” 
or “junkie,” and “had a setback” 
or “resumed use” rather than 
“relapsed.” 

“Use person-centered language,” 
she said, putting the emphasis on 
the individual, instead of the dis-
ease.

Krieger said there are three 
types of opioids: natural, such as 
morphine or codeine; semisynthet-
ic, including heroin, hydrocodone, 
oxycodone, buprenorphine and oxy-
morphone; and synthetic, fentanyl, 
methadone and tramadol. 

Fentanyl is 50 times stronger 
than heroin and 100 times more 
powerful than morphine, binding 
faster than any other opioid. It is 
used to treat extreme pain.

“It’s very addictive,” Krieger 
said.

Fentanyl use has increased sig-
nificantly since 2020 and continues 
to be the biggest cause of overdoses 
in the commonwealth, surpassing 
heroin. It was responsible for 93% 
of fatal overdose cases in 2022, 
with heroin accounting for 6%.

Xylazine use started being 

reported in 2021, and is commonly 
known as “tranq” and “tranq dope.” 
Although xylazine is a large animal 
tranquilizer and not an opioid, it is 
following a similar trend being traf-
ficked into the U.S. that heroin did. 

Overdoses from xylazine are 
usually fatal in humans. It’s also 
unresponsive to naloxone or 
Narcan, which is used to treat opi-
oid overdose. 

Some people are at a greater risk 
for opioid overdose, Krieger said, 
including people who have recently 
been released from prison. 

“They have a 129 times greater 
risk of fatal overdose in the first two 
weeks after release from prison than 
the general population,” she said. 

Signs of an overdose include 
a death rattle (similar to snoring); 
infrequent or no breathing; heavy 
nod and not responding to stimu-
lation (rubbing knuckles over ster-
num); slow heartbeat/pulse; and 
“wooden chest” syndrome (chest 
wall rigidity often associated with 
opioid use); and blue or gray skin 
(in dark skinned people, nailbeds 
will turn white).

Naloxone can reverse opioid 
overdose by blocking brain recep-
tors and it takes about three-to-five 
minutes to take effect and more than 
one dose may be necessary. A dose 
of naloxone can last for 30-90 min-
utes.

Naloxone can be injected or 
administered through a nasal spray, 
and cannot cause harm to an indi-
vidual, even if the person suspected 
of having an opioid overdose is not. 
Multiple doses are also safe.

Krieger cautioned people to 
always call 911 and give a detailed 
description of the location of the 
victim, and if possible, send some-
one to meet first responders at the 
door. 

Administering naloxone via 
nasal spray is simple, Krieger said, 
by placing the nozzle inside one 
nostril and discharging. A second 
dose can be administered after 
about two-to-three minute if there 
has been no change.

“Even if the person is not breath-
ing, Narcan is aerosolized and will 
get where it needs to go,” she said. 

Rescue breathing and CPR are 
also recommended, Krieger said, 
adding that making sure the scene 
is safe is also a priority. At the least, 
call 911 and administer a dose of 
naloxone if possible.

“Every human life is worth 
it,” Krieger said. “A person who’s 
deceased can’t get to recovery.”

Krieger has naloxone kits avail-
able to anyone in the community, 
and she may be reached by call-
ing 413-967-9605 extension 112 
or emailing kkrieger@townofware.
com

Food access
Council members shared con-

cerns about getting access to food 
and other resources, and how to bet-
ter connect people to food pantries 
in their own towns.

One member mentioned that 
she saw someone asking for food 
in a Facebook community forum. 
Council members agreed that they 
could use social media to share 

hours and locations of area food 
pantries, as well as monthly drive-
through distributions and other 
resources.

QVFPC members discussed 
an increase in calls for help from 
senior citizens, especially near the 
end of the month when their income 
and food supply run low.

Council Coordinator Caitlin 
Geaghan said it’s important to get 
input from people that live in the 
area and determine the support 
needed.

Council members also discussed 
the need for education around cook-
ing, and how to make the most with 
the food you have available to you. 

Funding and grants
Geaghan said the QVFPC has 

applied for a second round of 
funding from the Massachusetts 
Depar tmen t  o f  Agr icu l tu ra l 
Resources. It was this initial fund-
ing that was used to create the coun-
cil last year. 

If awarded, the MDAR 
grant will be used to con-
tinue to sustain the coun-
cil.

The QVFPC has also 
applied for a mini grant 
through Baystate Health. 
If awarded, the council 
will receive $5,000 which 
would be used for an 
older male-targeted cook-
ing class that will address 
social isolation and nutri-
tional knowledge. 

This mini grant will 
also benefit area food 

pantries.

Community Food Assessment
Geaghan said the priority goal of 

a Community Food Assessment is 
“to create a picture of a communi-
ty’s food system through the collec-
tion of data.”

The QVFPC has subcontract-
ed with Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission to 
conduct asset mapping to create a 
legend map of food resources in the 
region.

The QVFPC is also work-
ing with the Collaborate for 
Educational Services to provide 
training for council members. The 
training will be available to about 
six-10 members.

“They will train interested coun-
cil members on how to effectively 
and respectfully interview commu-
nity members in relation to food 
access, both individually and in 
small groups,” Geaghan said. 

Through these interviews, mem-

bers will create a spreadsheet to 
track data. 

Geaghan said a form will be 
distributed to council members to 
express interest in receiving the 
training.

About QVFPC
The Quaboag Valley Food 

Policy Council is funded through 
a grant received by the Town of 
Ware in partnership with Quaboag 
Valley Community Development 
Corporation, covering the towns 
of Ware, Belchertown, Palmer, 
M o n s o n ,  Wa l e s ,  H o l l a n d , 
Brimfield, Warren, Brookfield, 
West Brookfield, North Brookfield 
and East Brookfield.

The Council is open to all, and 
everyone is welcome to join in the 
discussion. 

For more information, people 
may email Geaghan at cgeaghan@
townofware.com.

TRAINING from page 1

WARE – Country Bank, a 
full-service financial institu-
tion serving central and west-
ern Massachusetts, announced a 
$10,000 donation to the Quaboag 
Valley Community Development 
Corporation to support various pro-
grams to help local communities in 
the region.

“ T h e  Q u a b o a g  Va l l e y 
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation is grateful for this 
generous donation from Country 
Bank. We appreciate Country 
Bank’s support for our initiatives 
and its investment in the eco-
nomic growth and stability of the 
Quaboag Region,” said Melissa 
Fales, QVCDC executive director 

in a press release. 
To learn more about the vari-

ous support programs the QVCDC 
offers, visit www.QVCDC.org.

About Country Bank
Country Bank is a full-service 

$1.7B with 17.0% Tier 1 Capital 
mutual community bank serving 
central and western Massachusetts 
with 14 offices in Ware, Palmer, 
West  Brookfield,  Brimfield, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, 
Leicester, Paxton, Charlton and 
Worcester. 

Country Bank is a member of 
FDIC, DIF, and the SUM network. 
Country Bank can be reached by 
calling 800-322-8233 or online at 
countrybank.com.  

Submitted Photo
Shown from left to right are Lisa DiMarzio, vice president of 
Compliance and CRA at Country Bank; Melissa Fales, executive 
director and James DaRosa, loan program coordinator for the 
Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation.   

Country Bank supports QVCDC 
with $10,000 donation HARDWICK –  The  Pa ige 

Memorial Library, 87 Petersham 
Road, is calling out to those who 
would like to do some stress-free 
writing, to record ideas and mem-
ories, and to meet with others for a 
rewarding sharing session. 

Paige Writers is an informal 
group. It can be a confidence builder 
and an enjoyable social experience. 
Come to the library on Tuesdays at 
3 p.m. for an adventure in creativity. 

Contact the Paige Library for 
more information by emailing direc-
tor.paigelibrary@gmail.com or call-
ing 413-477-6704.

Organic farming book talk
On Saturday, Feb. 10, Julie 

Rawson and Jack Kitteridge of Many 
Hands Organic Farm in Barre, will 

talk about their book: “Many Hands 
Make a Farm”, shareholding, organ-
ic farming, and their connection 
with the Northeast Organic Farming 
Association. Organic farming is a 
farming system that respects the bal-
ance of natural cycles and works as 
much as possible within those cycles. 

The program will be held at the 
Town House, 40 Common St. at 1:30 
p.m.  

Other events
Other adventures in creativity are 

the Cookbook Club – try recipes and 
share your results, or FUNdamentals 
of Art – a workshop for artists and 
craftsmen of all abilities. 

Call 413-477-6704 or email direc-
tor.paigelibrary@gmail.com, or stop 
in.

Paige library lists upcoming events
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Life Together
James Baldwin wrote: “I imagine the rea-

son so many people cling to their hate, is 
because, if they had to let it go, they would 
have to deal with their pain.”

February is Black History Month. For some 
when reminded they say, “been there done 
that, they had their chance.” Some states erase 
Black History lest it offend others. 

Hateful rhetoric and acts of violence are 
born in pain, a pain ignored, buried, not 
allowed to be processed or healed. This pain, 
this trauma, is not an excuse for bad behavior; 
we are held accountable. 

But, if we could find a way to meet “the 
other” whom we fear or fail to understand, 
we might break through the violence which 
creates fear and division. If we could break 
through the pain, we might find we have a lot 
in common.

When such pain dominates the thinking and 
feeling of a person, they will look for a scape-
goat to blame and eliminate.

People of color, Jews, people of various 
sexual orientation, mentally ill people, and 
many developmentally delayed youth, are vic-
tims of this abuse born in pain.

What pain have you had which may have 
moved you to fear, judgment of others, and 
hate? How are you dealing with your pain? 

Some self-medicate and live with addiction, 
which fosters anger and abuse. Some refuse to 
acknowledge their pain so are unavailable for a 
relationship. Some just say it is what it is and 
do not control their anger. 

Many damaged individuals will find oth-
ers with whom they can bond in their com-
mon pain and hate; remember the neo-Na-
zis in Charlottesville, Virginia, “Jews will not 
replace us”.

Many young male school shooters are iden-

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or less 
in length, and “Your Turn” 
guest column between 500-
800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
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reserve the right to edit or 
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tion of character.
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viewpoints

Ware resident shares 
her Baystate story

By Crystal Russell, BS, MBA
Program Director Baystate Primary 

Care & Convenient Care
Baystate Health

I have been working for Baystate Health 
for 20 years. 

I was raised in Ware and went to 
school there, where I am proud to contin-

ue to live and raise my 
family. I started as a 
volunteer at Baystate 
Mary Lane before I 
went to college, and I 
later returned there to an 
entry-level position in 
the pediatric office. 

I loved the work and 
being able to engage 
with families from my 
community. It was espe-

cially nice to watch the families we were 
caring for and see their children grow.

I left for three years to work for 
Baystate Ambulance to work as an EMT 
in Springfield, but returned to the pediat-
ric practices as a supervisor, later becom-
ing a manager. My role eventually expand-
ed to overseeing all outpatient practices at 
Baystate Mary Lane, and later I took the role 
of regionalizing primary care in the Eastern 
Region on the Wing campus. 

I worked to bring convenient care to 
our region, opening a site at Baystate Wing 
Hospital, and for a few years I was the leader 
of both primary care and convenient care at 
Baystate Wing. This past year, I accepted the 
position of regional director for primary care 
and convenient care, still supporting the east-
ern region in my role. 

Being in the same organization for 20 
years has allowed me to move around in var-
ious roles, giving me a strong understanding 
of how the system operates.

Taking these roles has been about gain-
ing knowledge and using it to promote our 
Baystate Health practices and ensure their 
success. I get extreme satisfaction with the 
task of problem-solving. 

My new role allows me to do this at a 
higher level, because I’m working regional-
ly and solving larger problems, working on 
projects at numerous sites.

I’m very knowledgeable about day-to-day 
operations and clinical aspects of the work 
we do, but I wanted to learn more about the 
leadership and higher-level operations of the 
business, so I enrolled in a master’s program 
and received my degree in business adminis-
tration, all while working full time and rais-
ing two young children.

My goals are to make sure we keep mov-
ing forward and ensuring access for our 
patients to get the right care at the right time 
in a timely manner. I’m very proud of the 
work I do.

In the end, the goal is to get patients the 
care they need and work through any barri-
ers they face. I’ve learned so much over the 
years and continue to every day. I’ve also 
learned patience over the years, both profes-
sionally and personally. 

I’ve learned that sometimes it’s best to sit 
back and evaluate situations before reacting. 
One of my favorite sayings to my team is to 
“respond and not react” when we are work-
ing through issues. 

Healthcare is a hard field to work in, 
especially during and post-pandemic, we are 
all working through tough times together.

You also have to see others’ perspectives, 
otherwise, you end up with many difficult 
conversations and disagreements. I enjoy 
training our team members and teaching 
them what I have learned, and the greatest 
satisfaction is seeing some of them go on to 
have very successful careers.

These are very busy times, but the best 
part of my day is when I interact with 
patients. I never underestimate the value of 
listening to them. Taking that time to talk 
with a patient is enlightening and enjoyable. 

Our patients are the reason we are all 
here. We remain committed to our mission 
to improve the health of people in our com-
munities every day, with quality and com-
passion. 

The last few years have been extremely 
challenging in healthcare, and I’ve seen the 
weight many team members and colleagues 
carry on their shoulders. The pandemic put 
extreme stress on the healthcare workforce, 
not just in our local community hospital, but 
throughout the state and country, and that 
has led to shortages and burnout. 

I do my best to inspire team members and 
jump in whenever I can and roll my sleeves 
up.

We get to know many of our patients per-
sonally, either because we care for them over 
time or because they live in our community, 
and it is a pleasure to interact with them. 
They brighten our day.

Challenges come in many forms, and I 
love a challenge. They help me discover new 
skills and give me the courage to take on 
new experiences. 

I’m committed to working hard and over-
coming the obstacles and challenges we 
face in healthcare. That is how we learn and 
grow. 

When I’m not working, I enjoy time with 
my family, being outdoors, and competing in 
obstacle course races.  

This is my Baystate story.

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is lim-
ited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please 
include a photo. We will 
not publish any statements 
of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during 
the race, please contact our 
advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow per-
sonal attacks against other 
candidates or political par-
ties in statements of candi-
dacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of 
no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing 
specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues are 
limited to three total per 
author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edi-
tion before the election. We 
reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet 
our guidelines.

Re-blooming paper whites

I purchased some paper white bulbs early in 
December, figuring I’d need some flower 
power come January.  
Four bulbs were planted in potting soil in 

an old tureen bowl that I found at the local 
recycling center swap shed. I covered the soil 
in moss I saved from my yard and honest to 
goodness when those bulbs burst into bloom 
about a month after planting, I felt pretty 
proud of myself for creating such a chic dis-
play.  

Now what to do with it? Usually, when 
paper whites are forced in pebbles, or just 
plain water, they are a once and done kind 
of experiment. But because I planted them 
in decent potting soil, there may be hope for 
re-bloom.  

Read on to see how it’s done.
First, it’s important to think about how 

bulbs work. They are a self-contained unit that 
has everything in that unit to bloom the first 

time no matter what, as long as basic environ-
mental needs are met.  

Pretty impressive. 
For bulbs to bloom again, we have to make 

sure that unit gets re-charged. I read once to 
think of the bulb as a solar battery – that’s not 
far off! 

For typical daffodil bulbs that are plant-
ed in the ground that means removing spent 
flowers, keeping the foliage intact until it 
yellows, and giving the plant a little fertilizer 
or a compost top dressing if the soil isn’t fer-
tile. Now that we understand, we can use this 
information to re charge our hyacinth bulbs.

The flowers are still on my chic display, 
but they are definitely gone by. I will snip off 
the spent blooms.  

Next, I will put the tureen in a sunny win-
dow. To be honest, I had placed it in my pan-
try when it was in bloom.  

My husband found the fragrance a little too 
overpowering and not to his liking. Over the 
years I have found that people either love it or 
hate it and sadly he leans toward the latter of 
the two.  

But, because it was placed in the window 
of a cool room, it grew upright without fall-
ing over, and the flowers lasted close to three 
weeks! Now that I have the pot of foliage in a 
sunny window, I will sprinkle a little bulb fer-
tilizer on the soil surface and water it in.  

Choose one that has both nitrogen for the 
leaves and phosphorus for the bulb. The num-
bers on the fertilizer indicate NPK: Nitrogen, 

Phosphorus and Potassium.  
We want to encourage those leaves to pho-

tosynthesize and make energy to build up the 
reserves in the bulb. Fertilization will happen 
monthly as long as the leaves are green.

The leaves will grow for longer than you 
might think, maybe even into late spring and 
summer.  I’ll put the pot outside in the sun-
shine once the weather warms up enough.  

Eventually, though, the leaves will yellow 
and brown. Once they do it’s time to cut them 
back and let the soil dry out completely, after 
which the bulbs can be removed.  

Give them a couple of days in the sun to 
dry out further. The outer skin of the bulbs 
will get papery.  

Now it is time to store them in a brown 
paper bag until planting. Old panty hose or 
onion bags would also work.  

I will replant my paper white bulbs during 
Advent, and with any luck, all of my work 
will pay off with blooms when I need it the 
most – this time next year!  And maybe every 
year thereafter!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

Guest coLumN

tified as disturbed, traumatized, and clearly 
dangerous, after-the-fact of the massacre. 
Again, he needs to be held accountable, and 
or his parents who aided him in preparation 
for such a violent act.

Yet, what if we could get to him before 
he acted out?  One young man pleaded with 
his parents to get him a doctor and asked for 
help, and they laughed him off and said, “deal 
with it”.

What pain are the parents failing to deal 
with that they would reject help for their son?

We cannot erase our common history; 
black or white, or whatever ethnic context. 
The beginning of change, renewal, and trans-
formation, begins with me, with you, dealing 
with our pain, so we do not project it on oth-

ers and hate or hurt them.
Black History Month is an opportunity to 

face history and ourselves. 
I too imagine the reason many cling to our, 

their, hate, is because, if they let it go, they 
would have to deal with our, their, pain.

Rev. Dr. Randy Wilburn
Minister, Therapist, Consultant

Life Together is written by Rev. Dr. 
Randall K. Wilburn. With over 54 years as 
a parish minister, Wilburn is also an experi-
enced marriage and family counselor. Life 
Together will deal with topics such as stress, 
grief, anxiety, healing and hope. 

Guest coLumN

Crystal Russell

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Will withdrawing from 401(k) 
affect my Social Security?

Dear Rusty: 
My full retirement age is 66 and 8 months, 

which I’ll reach in September 2024. I’m still 
working three days a week. 

I want to cash in my 401(k) and want to 
know if I have to wait until my FRA for IRS 
purposes or can cash it in anytime in 2024. I 
don’t want to affect my Social Security or end 
up paying taxes on my benefits. 

Signed: Seeking to Avoid Taxes

Dear Seeking:
We’re not experts on IRS matters here 

at the AMAC Foundation so I can’t address 
401(k) questions, but we can provide infor-
mation on your Social Security circumstances 
and how 401(k) withdrawals may affect your 
SS. I assume from your question that you are 
now receiving early Social Security and wish 
to avoid any tax consequences thereto by cash-
ing in your 401(k), as well as from working. 

Here’s what you need to know:
Since you will reach your Full Retirement 

Age in 2024, your 2024 work earnings limit 
will be $59,520 up to the month you reach 
FRA. If you were born in January 1958, you’ll 
attain FRA in September 2024. 

After you have reached your FRA there 
is no longer a Social Security limit to how 
much you can earn from working, so your 

work earnings thereafter will not affect your 
monthly Social Security benefit regardless of 
how much you earn. If your part time work 
between January and August 2024 won’t 
put you over the $59,520 limit, your work 
earnings will not negatively affect your gross 
monthly Social Security benefit.

Assuming you are on Medicare, the 
premium for which is deducted from your 
Social Security payment, withdrawals from 
your 401(k) might affect your net monthly 
Social Security payment in two years hence. 
Medicare premiums are based upon your com-
bined income from all sources, including 50% 
of the SS benefits you received during the tax 
year. 

If your 401(k) withdrawal(s) put you over 
an income threshold for your tax filing status, 
you may be required to pay an Income Related 
Monthly Adjustment Amount on top of the 
standard Medicare premium. That IRMAA 
supplement would be deducted from your 
Social Security, which would affect the net 
amount of your Social Security payment. 

Your Medicare premium for each coming 
year is determined by your combined income 
from two years prior, so if you “cash in” 
your 401(K) in 2024, it would affect your net 
Social Security payments in 2026. 

Whether you will pay income tax on your 
Social Security benefits is determined by your 
combined income from everywhere, which 
the IRS calls your “Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income.” MAGI is your income from all 
sources except ROTH IRA withdrawals and 
includes half of the SS benefits you received 
during the tax year. 

If you file your taxes as a single, and your 
MAGI is over $25,000 or if you file your taxes 
as “married-jointly” and your MAGI is over 
$32,000 then 50% of the Social Security ben-

efits received during the tax year becomes part 
of your overall income taxed by the IRS (at 
your normal IRS tax rate). But if your MAGI 
as a single filer is more than $34,000 – or as 
a married/jointly filer over $44,000 – then up 
to 85% of the SS benefits received during the 
tax year becomes part of your overall income 
taxed by the IRS.

So, to recap:
Your part time work earnings in 2024 won’t 

affect your monthly Social Security bene-
fit, unless your 2024 work earnings prior to 
September 2024 exceed $59,520.

Depending on the amount of your 401(k) 
withdrawals, your 2026 net Social Security 
payments may be impacted by Medicare’s 
IRMAA provision. But your 401(k) withdraw-
als will not affect your gross Social Security 
payments. 

Depending on the amount of your 401(k) 
withdrawals, some of the Social Security ben-
efits received during the 2024 tax year will 
likely be subject to income tax. That is, if your 
annual total income, including your 401(k) 
withdrawals, exceeds the MAGI thresholds 
described above. 

The  Assoc ia t ion  Mature  Ci t i zens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, February 3rd ~ 7:30pm-10:30pm

Kidd Hurricane

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm

Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights
8pm-11pm

Karaoke

Upcoming Events
Saturday, February 24th

8pm-11:30pm

Tony Soul Project

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

Pool Players Wanted!
Glenda will sponsor a team to play 

in the Palmer Pool League - 
Call for details!

COME DOWN & 
RUN A TRAIN!

February 3rd
February 10th
February 17th
February 24th

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

LOOKING FOR A FUN NIGHT OUT?LOOKING FOR A FUN NIGHT OUT?
• COVER CHARGE SPECIAL •

Every Friday & Saturday Night 6-11pm
Unlimited Bowling, Shoe Rental & Pool

$18.00 per person
Snack Bar, Beer, Wine Arcade Games

199 North Brookfield Rd., East Brookfield
(508) 867-6629 • www.bogeylanes.com

WINTER FUN FOR EVERYONE!WINTER FUN FOR EVERYONE!

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Friday, February 2, 2024 
2:00 PM-WARE

37 Pleasant Street 
sgl fam, 2,775 sf liv area, 01.18 ac lot, 9 rm,
4 bdrm, 1 bth, Hampshire: Bk 8367, Pg 10

TERMS: Cashier’s or certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 as a deposit 
must be shown at the time and place of the sale in order to qualify as a bidder. 
No CASH. No personal checks will be accepted.  Cashier/certified checks 
should be made out to whomever is going to bid at the auction. The balance to 
be paid within thirty (30) days at the law offices of Korde & Associates, P.C. 900 
Chelmsford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 01851, Attorney for the Mortgagee.

Auctioneer makes no representation 
as to the accuracy of the information contained herein.

Bay State auction co, inc.
NORTH CHELMSFORD (978) 251-1150 www.baystateauction.com
MAAU#: 1029, 2624, 2959, 3039, 2573, 116, 2484, 3246, 2919, 3092, 3107, 0100030, 3099

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

WARE – The Ware Senior 
Center, located at 1 Robbins Road, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open each 
of those days from 9 a.m.-noon. 
Donations to the store are only 
accepted by Sue LaBarge, who 
can be reached by calling 413-
544-1574.

ACTIVITIES

Monday, Feb. 5
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch

Tuesday, Feb. 6
9 a.m. Exercise at Valley View 

Housing
10 a.m. Scat 
11:30 a.m. Lunch
Birthday Party 
Desserts, Raffle Prizes, 50/50. 

Entertainment by Lori Brooks 
with Ice Cream and Cake provided 
by the Friends of Ware Seniors 
Inc.

5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking ($3 per 
class)

6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 5 
p.m.)

Wednesday, Feb. 7
9 a.m. Tai-Chi 
9:30 a.m. Quilting Club 
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch    
1-2 p.m. Knit-Crochet-Laugh

Thursday, Feb. 8
9 a.m. Senior Walking Club 

(meets at Senior Center)
9 a.m. Exercise at Valley View 

Housing

9:30 a.m. Line Dancing for 
Beginners

10 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Scat  
11:30 a.m. Lunch
2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Feb. 9                                                            
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat  
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 5 

p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless 

otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-4595 

by noon on the business day 
before, to put you name on the 
lunch list. 

Monday, Feb. 5
Breakfast  Sandwich with 

Egg-Sausage-Cheese, Lettuce 
and Tomato, Corned Beef Hash, 
Dessert of the Day

Tuesday, Feb. 6
Birthday Party
Baked Meatloaf ,  Mashed 

Potatoes with Gravy, Veggie of the 
Day, Dessert and Entertainment 
by Lori Brooks provided by the 
Friends of Ware Seniors, Inc.

Wednesday, Feb. 7
Lazy Pierogi, Polish Kielbasa, 

Green and Gold Salad, Dessert of 
the Day

Thursday, Feb. 8
Chicken Stir Fry over Rice, 

Caesar Salad, Dessert of the Day
Friday, Feb. 9

Texas Toast ,  Sloppy Joe 
Sandwich, Potato Chips, Veggie of 
the Day, Dessert of the Day

Ware Senior Center news 

community

SPRINGFIELD – State Fire 
Marshal Jon M. Davine and 
Massachuse t t s  F i r e f igh t ing 
Academy leadership announced 
the graduation of 27 firefighters 
from the 50-day Career Recruit 
Firefighting Training Program on 
Jan. 26.

“Massachusetts firefighters 
are on the frontlines protecting 
their communities every day, and 
today’s graduates are needed now 
more than ever,” said Davine in 
a press release. “The hundreds 
of hours of foundational training 
they’ve received will provide them 
with the physical, mental, and 
technical skills to perform their 
jobs effectively and safely.”

The graduat ing fi refight-
ers of Class #S35 represent the 
fire departments of Agawam, 
Belchertown, Charlton, Chicopee, 
Gardner, North Adams, North 
Andover, Palmer, Pittsfield, South 
Hadley Fire District 1, Southwick, 
Turners Falls, Ware, Westfield, 
Westminster and Wilbraham.

R e p r e s e n t i n g  Wa r e  F i r e 
D e p a r t m e n t  w e r e  D a n i e l 
O ’ B r i e n  a n d  M a c k i n z i e 
Williamson. 

“Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy instructors draw on 
decades of experience in the fire 
service to train new recruits,” 
said Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy Director Eric Littmann. 
“Through consistent classroom 
instruction and practical exercis-
es, today’s graduates have devel-
oped the tools they’ll need to work 

seamlessly with veteran firefight-
ers in their home departments and 
in neighboring communities as 
mutual aid.”

Basic firefighter skills
Students receive classroom 

training in all basic firefighter 
skills. They practice first under 
non-fire conditions and then during 
controlled fire conditions. 

To graduate, students must 
demonstrate proficiency in life 
safety, search and rescue, ladder 
operations, water supply, pump 
operation and fire attack. Fire 

attack operations range from mail-
box fires to multiple-floor or mul-
tiple-room structural fires. 

Upon successful completion 
of the Career Recruit Program, 
all students have met the national 
standards of NFPA 1001, Standard 
for Fire Fighter Professional 
Qualifications, and are certi-
fied to the levels of Firefighter 
I/II and Hazardous Materials 
First Responder Operations by 
the Massachusetts Fire Training 
Council, which is accredited by 
the National Board on Fire Service 
Professional Qualifications.

More than fighting fires
Modern firefighters train for 

and respond to all types of hazards 
and emergencies. They are the first 
ones called to respond to chemical 
and environmental emergencies, 
ranging from the suspected pres-
ence of carbon monoxide to gas 
leaks to industrial chemical spills. 

They may be called to rescue a 
child who has fallen through the 
ice, an office worker stuck in an 
elevator, or a motorist trapped in 
a crashed vehicle. They test and 
maintain their equipment, includ-
ing self-contained breathing appa-
ratus, hydrants, hoses, power tools 
and apparatus.

A t  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Firefighting Academy, recruits 
learn all these skills and more, 
including the latest science of fire 
behavior and suppression tactics, 
from certified fire instructors. They 
also receive training in public fire 
education, hazardous material inci-
dent mitigation, flammable liquids, 
stress management, and self-rescue 
techniques. 

The intensive, 10-week program 
involves classroom instruction, 
physical fitness training, firefighter 
skills training and live firefighting 
practice.

The MFA provides recruit and 
in-service training for career, call, 
and volunteer firefighters at every 
level of experience, from recruit to 
chief officer, at campuses in Stow, 
Springfield, and Bridgewater.

Local firefighters graduate from Firefighting Academy

Mackinzie Williamson was one of two firefighters from Ware Fire 
Department to graduate from the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy’s 
Career Recruit Firefighting Training Program on Jan. 26.

Turley Photos by Jack Cascio
Daniel O’Brien graduated from the Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Career Recruit Firefighting Training Program.

Submitted Photo
Daniel O’Brien and Mackinzie Williamson completed the 50-day 
Career Recruit Firefighting Training Program at the Massachusetts 
Firefighting Academy. 

HARDWICK – Love is in 
the are and if you want to tell a 
loved one or a friend just how 
special they are, stop by and 
visit Valentine Station at the 
Gilbertville Public Library, 259 
Main St., Gilbertville.

Beginning Feb. 2, and during 
regular hours until Feb. 14, the 
library will have a self-guided 
craft station where you can cre-
ate a work of art and add it to a 
cut-out greeting card donated by 
Lisa at Plymouth Cards (www.
plymouthcards.com). 

The library will have every-
thing you need to make a special 
art piece which you can slide into 
a card and send to that special 
someone. Your card can fit into 
a 5 inch by 7 inch frame so the 
recipient can save it and hang it 
in a special place to be reminded 
of you, each time they see it.

The library is open from 2-6 
p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday and from 4-7 p.m. on 
Friday. If school is closed due to 
weather, the library is closed too. 

Gilbertville library hosts Valentine 
Station through Feb. 14

B E L C H E RTOW N  –  T h e 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation’s Les and Terry 
Campbell Quabbin Visitor Center, 
100 Winsor Dam Road, will offer 
the program “Project Mishoon: 
Underwater Treasures of the 
Nipmuc” on Sunday, Feb. 4 from 
2-3 p.m. 

A recreational diver explor-
ing the dark waters of Lake 
Quinsigamond happened upon a 
dugout canoe. For nearly 400 

years, this canoe and others found 
nearby have rested quietly in the 
lake’s silty bottom awaiting the 
return of their Indigenous paddlers. 

Not until 2001 would Nipmuc 
descendants return to them and 
become the first  Indigenous 
community in Massachusetts 
history to secure an archaeolog-
ical reconnaissance permit from 
the  Commonweal th’s  Board 
of Underwater Archaeological 
Resources. 

Hassanamisco Nipmuc Band 
member and Project Mishoon 
Director, Cheryl Stedtler shares the 
history of the project and the excit-
ing new directions that the project 
is headed.

This program will  not be 
recorded for viewing at a later 
time. A limited number of in 
person seats are still available 
by registering at https://app.
smartsheet.com/b/form/77afb-
15f057542e191e870d306b554b9.

Quabbin Visitor Center hosts ‘Project Mishoon’ Feb� 4United Church hosts 
turkey dinner Feb� 5

WARE – The United Church of 
Ware, 49 Church St., will host a 
drive-up turkey dinner on Monday, 
Feb. 5 from 5-6 p.m. 

This dinner is take-out only and 
reservations are not required.

Please park on Church Street 
(the same side of the street as the 
church) and stay in your car. A run-
ner will come to take your order.

The cost is $15 per meal; please 
pay with cash or check.

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Swift River Sportsman’s Club at 
350 Cold Spring Road is pleased 
to announce that its Friday Fish 
Fry is returning on Fridays, start-
ing Feb. 16 and running through 
April 5. 

Prices range from $14 for 
fish and chips to $18 for a fish, 
shrimp and chip combo. Clam 
chowder will also be available. 

For more information, please 
call the club at 413-323-9387.

Friday Fish Fry returns to Swift 
River Sportsman’s Club
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REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!

Benefits of Fixed-Income
Investments

When many people think about investing, the first thing that 
comes to mind is the stock market. And that’s not surprising, as 
the rise and fall of stock prices is constantly in the news. But if 
you’re going to achieve your financial goals, you may well need to 
look beyond stocks and include fixed-income investments in your 
portfolio.

Fixed-income investments offer three important benefits:
• Income – When you invest in fixed-income vehicles, such as 

bonds, Treasury securities and certificates of deposit (CDs), you 
receive regular income in the form of interest payments. And you 
continue to receive this income until your investment matures or 
you sell it, no matter what’s happening in the financial markets. Of 
course, the income you can receive from fixed-income investments 
will always depend on the interest rates at which these investments 
were issued. But if you own a mix of long-term and short-term fixed-
income investments, you can gain some protection against fluctuating 
rates. When market rates are low, you can get greater income from 
your longer-term bonds, which typically — although not always 
— pay higher rates. And when market rates rise, you can benefit by 
reinvesting the proceeds from your shorter-term bonds.

• Diversification – If you were only to own stocks, or stock-
based mutual funds, your portfolio would be susceptible to higher 
risks, especially with market downturns. But you may be able to 
reduce the impact of market volatility by adding fixed-income 
investments to your holdings. Bond prices often move in a different 
direction from stocks, so if stock prices are falling, you might find 
that the value of your bonds is rising. You can also diversify within 
the fixed-income portion of your portfolio by owning a mix of 
corporate and Treasury bonds, as well as CDs, just to name a few.

• Stability – As mentioned, you will always receive interest 
payments from your bonds if you hold them until maturity. But if you 
wanted to sell your bonds before they mature, you could get more, or 
less, than what you originally paid for them. When market interest 
rates rise, the price of your current bonds will likely fall, as no one 
will pay you the full price for them when they get newer ones that 
pay more — this is what’s known as interest-rate risk. Conversely, 
when market rates fall, the prices of your current bonds will probably 
rise. But here’s the key point to remember: Bond prices generally 
don’t fluctuate as much as stock prices. In other words, bonds are 
typically less volatile than stocks. Consequently, owning bonds can 
add diversification to your portfolio. And to maximize the stabilizing 
effects of bonds, you may want to stick with high-quality bonds rated 
as “investment grade” by independent bond-rating agencies. 

How much of your portfolio should consist of fixed-income 
investments? There’s no one right answer for everyone. And over 
time, your interest in these types of investments may well change 
— for example, as you near retirement, you may want to consider 
shifting some of your growth-oriented investments into income-
producing ones, though you’ll still need some growth potential to 
keep up with inflation. In any case, the combination of income, 
diversification and stability provided by bonds and similar securities 
should be compelling enough for you to find a place for them in your 
investment mix.  

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC
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Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

®

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

She faced two fears in this job, one being flying and 
the other being swimming, as being able to swim was 
part of her training.

“She was terrified of swimming and had to pass a 
swim test to get the job,” he said. Seeing her determi-
nation and drive to support her family, even if it scared 
her, inspired him.

Connolly moved to the U.S. with “just $20 and a 
dream,” knowing that he wanted to attend college. 
He asked his father and grandfather for $400 each, in 
order to start school.

Now, Connolly has created a scholarship in that 
same amount of $800, that is available to students at 
Holyoke Community College. 

Connolly was unsuccessful getting hired by mar-
keting firms after college, so he decided to venture 
into making diaper cakes for baby showers, with the 
launch of “Stinky Cakes.” He would deliver the elab-
orate “cakes” formed using diapers and various other 
baby-related items in his pink van, wearing an apron 
and chef’s hat. 

After getting sick, Connolly took a job with Job 
Corps as a residential advisor, finding his love for 
teaching and mentoring. 

“Every night they had ‘accountability,’” Connolly 
said, where the students would check in about their 
day and talk about the highs and lows. Students were 
inspired by Connolly’s positive outlook, and always 
came to him for advice.

Connolly then decided to write a book, and soon 
after started his digital marketing agency. 

“I absolutely fell in love with billboards,” he said. 
“I said to myself, ‘when I get healthy, I’ll buy a bill-
board.’”

As he searched for billboards to buy, Connolly 
also began researching digital mobile billboards. 
Ultimately, he decided this was the way to go.

He bought his truck to launch Stand Out Truck 
on March 9, 2020, just days prior to the devastating 
COVID-19 shutdown. 

Connolly said like most people, he was “not wor-
ried about COVID at first,” but soon realized that its 
impact would spread beyond public health, and could 
put the brakes on his new venture.

Always one to think outside the box, Connolly sold 
truck space for families of high school graduates, at an 
affordable rate. 

“Just focus on five-star experiences,” he said, 
emphasizing the importance of giving each customer a 
high-quality experience. “If you give enough five-star 
experiences, you’re good.”

Connolly then published a story book called 
“Lemonade”, geared toward children; started a pod-
cast and published a magazine called “Marketing and 
Cupcakes”. 

Connolly credits his success to the talent of his 
team and having a “dope” mindset, while avoiding the 
“suckas.”

He explains that “dope” means “deliver others pos-
itive energy experiences,” stressing the importance of 
making people feel good. “Suckas” are those that are 
critical without being constructive, and drain you of 
your energy. 

“Stay sucka free…avoid the energy drains,” 
Connolly said. “Surround yourself with people way 
better than you, build teams.”

Connolly said teamwork brings diversity of 
thoughts, mutual respect and helps to form creative 
solutions. He said to put in the LBW and “stay unboth-
ered,” in your journey toward continued growth. 

For more information about Connolly and his busi-
nesses, visit standouttruck.com and marketingandcup-
cakes.com, or find both on social media.

About the Chamber
The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce was 

established in 1978 to assist businesses in the Quaboag 
Hills region, serving the towns of Belchertown, 
Brimfield, Brookfield, East Brookfield, Hardwick, 
Holland, Monson, New Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren and West 
Brookfield.

Its mission is to advance economic growth and 
tourism in the region, to be an advocate for policies 
that achieve the development goals of the communi-
ties, and to advance the interests of its members.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce offers 
more than just networking opportunities. It helps the 
business community from the smallest entrepreneurs 
to the largest corporations; through trainings, seminars 
and more.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce is locat-
ed at 4 Springfield St., Suite 525, Three Rivers. For 
more information, visit qhma.com, call 413-283-2418 
or email info@qhma.com.

CHAMBER from page 1

plan to bring service to Webster Road 
and pay for it. With this increase in 
PEG funding, the project will be com-
pleted within two years.

“That’s a big deal, and I think it’s a 
good legacy from this renewal license 
to take care of these people,” August 
said. “It was part of a very interesting 
compromise and negotiation.”

August said the PEG funds cannot 
be increased over 5%. 

August said Comcast has mul-
tiple video origination sites under 
the license. He said it would be less 
expensive to use internet streaming 
back to the hub site, rather than nego-
tiate for more video origination sites.

August said internet service is 
transactional, and the town would have 
to pay for it. 

“Internet service is never negoti-
ated,” he said, in regard to cable con-
tracts. Trying to get a contractual 
agreement for this would be “futile.”

August explained the reason for 
having a 10-year contract, versus a 
five-year contract. He said a long-term 
contract provides the most benefit to 
the town and cable users. 

Included in the contract is a dis-
count for senior citizens and people 
that receive MassHealth, fuel assis-
tance and more. 

Selectboard members voted in favor 
of the renewal license, with Keith 
Kruckas opposed. 

Appointments and resignation  
The following were appointed to 

the Infrastructure Asset Improvement 
Committee: Matt Palladino, James 
Bourcier, David Comeau, Mattew 
Provencal, Ken Willette, Terry Smith, 
Nancy Talbot, Jack Cascio and Tracy 
Meehan. Beckley and Department 
of Public Works Director Geoffrey 
McAlmond will attend the committee’s 
meetings, but will not be members. 

Nicholas Bousquet was appointed to 
the Community Development Authority.

The Selectboard accepted Shayne 
Pedercini’s resignation from the 
Community Development Authority, 
Agricultural Commission and Youth 
Committee. 

Pole hearing
The Selectboard approved National 

Grid’s request to install one jointly 
owned pole on Greenwich Road about 

595 feet south of the centerline of the 
intersection of Sorel Road and one guy-
ing pole (to replace a tree guy). 

King George Drive acceptance
The Selectboard voted to accept the 

legal deed for King George Drive, con-
tinuing the process to make the street 
into a public way. Voters had approved 
accepting the road as a public way at 
the fall special town meeting.

Sidewalk complaints
Selectboard member Jack Cascio 

said a resident contacted him regarding 
a citation they received for not hav-
ing their sidewalk cleared following a 
snowstorm. The town’s bylaw states 
that sidewalks must be cleared within 
24 hours of the end of the storm.

Beckley said the town had received 
“numerous complaints” about sidewalks 
not being cleared.

Snow policy for Senior Center
The Senior Center will delay or 

close in accordance with Ware Public 
Schools during inclement weather. 
Senior Center staff shall use vacation 
or personal time for the time the center 
is closed unless a state of emergency is 
called by the governor.

Cultural Council grant 
Beckley said the town received 

$1,238 from the Cultural Council for 
Main Street banners that will feature 
local scenes and buildings. Beckley 
said the banners will tie into an edu-
cation program, and credited Nicholas 
Bousquet with helping to secure the 
grant. 

Dangerous dog hearing
A dangerous dog hearing will be 

held on Tuesday, Feb. 6 at 7:05 p.m. 
pertaining to an incident that occurred 
on Dec. 31, 2023.

Right of first refusal
The Selectboard waived the town’s 

right of first refusal for property owned 
by Russell N. Bergeron and Roy F. 
Bergeron on Coffey Hill Road. 

Approvals
The Selectboard approved one-day 

liquor licenses for Workshop13 for the 
following events: Open Mic (Poetry), 
Feb. 2 from 6-10:30 p.m.; Open Mic 
(Music), Feb. 16 from 6-10:30 p.m.; 
and Drum & Dance Circle, Feb. 17 
from 6-10:30 p.m.

CONTRACT from page 1

warren

WARREN – Tales of the unusual, 
the unknown and the unpredictable are 
told at “Throwing Back - Massachusetts 
Pot tery History with Hands-on 
Workshop” with a demonstration of 
techniques and many types of pots. 

Sponsored by the Warren Public 
Library, this event will be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 17 from 1-2 p.m. at the 
Warren Senior Center, 2252 Main St., 
West Warren. The event is free and 
appropriate for both teens and adults.

Who were the Tufts and Cornell 
families? Who’s drinking tea on the 
roof? Is Boston the original Beantown? 
This is a fast and fun exploration of the 
Commonwealth’s pottery legacy. 

Participants will pass from person 
to person a freshly made pot from the 
potter’s wheel and have the chance to 
feel a dry and wet pot as it rotates on 
the wheel. Each person will also make a 
pinch pot and the unfired piece will go 
home with the participant. 

Submitted Photo
“Throwing Back - Massachusetts Pottery History with Hands-on Workshop” 
will be sponsored by the Warren Public Library at the Warren Senior Center 
on Saturday, Feb. 17 from 1-2 p.m.

Pottery workshop explores history

WEST BROOKFIELD – With just 
26 letters and a handful of punctua-
tion, writers create fascinating worlds 
and unforgettable stories. 

A creative writing and publishing 
workshop will be held on Sunday, 
March 10, from 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
at the Salem Cross Inn in West 
Brookfield. 

Aw a r d - w i n n i n g  a u t h o r  E d 
Londergan provides a full day of 
information. “The workshop will 
cover the entire writing and publish-
ing, including idea development and 
sources of inspiration, drawing from 
storytelling traditions, developing the 
story, structure and flow, conceiving 
and bringing characters to life, dia-
logue, editing, short fiction, writer’s 
block, and the publishing process,” 
Londergan said in a press release. 
“The publishing process can be con-
fusing and frustrating. I’ll take the 
group through the various publishing 
options available. There will also be 
some fun writing exercises.” 

“Everyone has a story to tell. The 
workshop aims to help those who 
want to write but don’t know where 
to start or have had an idea for a story 
that’s been bubbling in their head for 
years and finally want to put it on 

paper. I also help people who have 
written something and need to know 
how to move ahead.”

Past workshops have been attend-
ed by people of all ages and occupa-
tions, from 12-year-old students to 
75-year-old retirees. “Four attendees 
have written books and had them pub-
lished,” Londergan said. 

“One of the things past attendees 
have enjoyed and learned from is the 
writing exercises,” Londergan said. 
“The writing exercises this year are 
different than what I’ve done in the 
past. I enjoy seeing the creative ideas 
that come out of them.”

“Back-and-forth discussion is 
always a popular part of the day. 
Attendees learn from each other. 
Individual issues or problems anyone 
has with their writing are discussed, 
and the group helps them with sugges-
tions and observations. At times, a lot 
of ‘here’s what happened to me, and 
here’s what I did.’”

The workshop is limited to 14 par-
ticipants. The cost is $110, and lunch 
is included. 

Registration is required. The regis-
tration deadline is March 3. To regis-
ter, email ed.londergan@gmail.com or 
call 508-864-8685. 

Creative writing/publishing 
workshop offered March 10
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LI6HT UP PALMER would like to ask for your support of

Tailgate Tavern’s Soup Cook Off
Spend a few hours together at the tavern, 

have a chance to win door prizes, and vote for your favorite soup... 
Prizes are awarded for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. 
Stop by the Tavern now and ask the Tailgate bartender for 

the sign-up sheet to enter a soup. Come, enjoy the fun! 
Soup, Prizes and Monetary Donations are accepted.

Proceeds from the Soup Off will go toward additions and maintenance of 
Light Up Palmer’s community programs; including the Purple Heart banner, 
American flag and flower display on Main Street, Depot Village, as well as 
the Xmas holiday decorations and event. LUP thanks the Tailgate Tavern, 
their employees, and patrons for their continued support of our efforts to 

honor resident Veterans who have received the Purple Heart medal. 
If you, or someone you know is a recipient and does not currently have 
a banner recognition, please see the Town of Palmer’s Veterans agent 

(Tina Brohman) to have their name added. 

With Sincere Thanks to the Tailgate Tavern
Palmer Business Partnership Inc.

LIGHT UP PALMER COMMITTEE
A 501 C 3 NON PROFIT WITH THE ABILITY TO ACCEPT TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS

SOUP
COOK OFF
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2023

1:00 pm til 3:00 pm

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRYSTYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 2/1/24-2/7/24

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS $244

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or LONDON BROIL ........
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$299
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BATTER & BREADED SHRIMP ..

$177
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

67¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$669
lb

lb

USDA INSP.

FRESH SOUP
CHICKENS “FOWL” ..............
USDA INSP.

GOAT MEAT ......................

USDA INSP. 

BEEF SHANK MEAT .............$349
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$444
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

STUFFED CHICKEN 
W/ BROCCOLI & CHEESE .......... lb

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$444
lb

$977
lb

CUT
FREE

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

BEEF
EYE ROUND

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

QUABOAG REGIONAL MIDDLE 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL 

Craft/Small Business Fair 
February 10th, 9am-3 pm 

Vendors include handmade woodcrafts, 
candles, soaps, seasonal decor, 

pottery, jewelry, and many more!
Enjoy a fun day of shopping and make this 
your one stop shop for Valentine’s Day, or 

shop early for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day!

80+ vendors participating in the fair, 
there will also be a huge raffle table, 

so please be sure to bring cash

There will be no ATM on site. 
Venmo / Cashapp / etc. accepted 

at the discretion of vendors.

Fair Location is at the 
Quaboag Regional Middle High School, 

284 Old West Brookfield Road, 
Warren, MA

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

phone booth is long gone. The game is now played by trying 
to fit as many students as possible in one square and be able 
to stay there for three minutes. 

During the capture the flag tournament, the finals were 
between the sophomores and the seniors. Capture the flag 
went into overtime as one student of each class went head-
to-head to capture the opposing class’s flag and bring it over 
to their side of the gymnasium. 

The seniors were victorious in capturing the flag. 
While preparing for Winter 

Carnival, students were able 
to design their own shirts. The 
theme of this year’s Winter 
Carnival was “Out of this 
World,” and many outer space 
and alien themes came out of 
this cool theme and were incor-
porated into shirts of the fresh-
men, sophomores, junior and 
seniors. 

Other “Out of this World” 
decorations were added by 
students on the windows of 
the school library. Every class 
joined in the fun to spread 
school spirit during the week 
leading up to Winter Carnival. 

Preparing for the winter car-
nival were members of the Parent Teacher Student Spirit Association of Ware 
Junior Senior High School. Many volunteers of the PTSSA made it possible for 
students to enjoy this great winter event. 

Winter CarnivalWinter Carnival
atat WARE HIGH WARE HIGH

The freshman class decorated the windows 
of the school library. The theme was “Out 
of this world.”

The junior class featured an alien flying saucer.

The sophomore class displayed their design in front of the library.

Junior Owen McKeever, junior Nate Kaczuwka, sophomore Jack Gaudreau, senior Remy 
Cahalan and Principal Scott Slattery watch the action during cornhole.

Sophomore Troy Dufresne tried to take the 
ball to the net as junior Jazeel Blanchard 
played defense. 

Warming up for the cornhole contest were sophomore Alex Orszulak, 
junior Josh Dulak and sophomore Kyle Kaczuwka.

Sophomore Jason Mumper, sophomore Alex 
Orszulak, junior Brady Dyer and sophomore Brody 
Koczur raced for the ball.

One of the fun games played at the Winter Carnival was capture the flag.

The competition was intense during games of speedball.

CARNIVAL from page 1

Playing cornhole are junior Matt Gambino, sopho-
more Kaleb Kanozek, junior Owen McKeever, junior 
Nate Kaczuwka, sophomore Jack Gaudreau and 
senior Remy Cahalan, 

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
 and Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
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Opioids and 
Opioid Rescue 

Training 

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – Jan. 
24 was a drizzly overcast day, but 
not everywhere.

Across from the common in 
West Brookfield, in the hall of the 
First Congregational Church, there 
was an oasis of warmth. It was 
the weekly meeting of the West 
Brookfield Winter Farmers Market.

The usual suspects were there 
and ready to serve the needs of 
local shoppers and anyone else 
who might make the trek.

In the middle of the room, were 
tables laden with a plethora of veg-
etables that are not always seen in 
the depths of winter. How can this 
be?

Well, there is a reasonable 
explanation and Halley Stillman of 

Still Life farm was there to tell it.
Halley and her husband, Curtis 

and their four-year-old son, Kip 
run Still Life Farm in Hardwick. 
They are part of an extended farm 
family that includes her in-law’s 
Stillman Farm in New Braintree 
and Stillman Quality Meats also 
in Hardwick run by sister-in-law 
Kate.

Now, as to that abovementioned 
variety of produce.

Obviously, just planting seeds 
out in bare ground as the colder 
temperatures arrive is not viable, 
but that does not mean farming has 
to stop.

Still Life Farm has three high 
tunnels and an unheated green-
house. Such structures facilitate 
season extension. 

Cold hearty varieties are plant-
ed, and they can be harvested over-

winter. Among the veggies suitable 
for such treatment are Bok Choi, 
Kale, Swiss Chard, Spinach, Red 
Mustard as well as a salad mix. 

For other items, storage is nec-
essary, and the storage facility is an 
occasionally heated shed. 

For some produce, refrigerators 
are necessary. All of this to keep 
the veggies and fruits in an accept-
able temperature range.

Popcorn on the cob, being dry, 
did not need much in the way of 
special storage. However, apples, 
root veggies such as onions and 
potatoes would, as well as Winter 
Squash and Sweet Potatoes.

Just looking at all the produce 
that adorned the tables could only 
bring one conclusion: farming is 
real work.

In just a few months Still Life 
will again be ramping up for the 

growing season and then, Halley 
and Curt will organize their lives 
around growing as much as they 
can and serving farmers markets 
and their CSA customers. 

CSA stands for Community 
Supported Agriculture. CSA is a 
system where shareholders within 
a community share the benefits and 
risks of food production.

The only people who would do 
this are those for whom it is a labor 
of love, and that was something 
Halley spoke to. She “loves being 
part of a community” and is “com-
mitted to the importance of a sus-
tainable food system.”

A little more than a year ago, 
outside interests tried to buy a 
lovely old farm and turn it into 

Turley Photo by Richard Murphy
Halley Stillman of Still Life Farm in Hardwick is a vendor at West 
Brookfield Winter Farmers Market.

Still Life Farm at the West Brookfield Winter Farmers MarketStill Life Farm at the West Brookfield Winter Farmers Market

Please see MARKET, page 11
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Second-half offense explodes for Indians

WARE – Last Tuesday night, 
Ware had a huge second half and 
defeated Renaissance 81-62.  The 
Indians were able to shut down 
Renaissance’s scoring attack in 
the fourth quarter to break away 
with the lead. Four Indians 
scored in double digits as John 
Mumper and Jack Gaudreau 
had 19 points each, Joshua 
Mulligan scored 16 points, and 
Jack McKeever finished with 12 
points. Ware is 6-6 on the season.

John Mumper lunges to save this errant ball 
from going out of bounds.

Josh Mulligan is airborne as he focuses on the 
net with this underhand layup.

Josh Mulligan sets up to receive this pass from John 
Mumper.

Jack Gaudreau fights off the 
defense with this bank shot.

Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com
Brady Guimond drives towards midcourt.

Cougars Cougars 
knock off knock off 
LeicesterLeicester

WA R R E N  –  L a s t 
Monday night, Quaboag 
boys basketball creeped 
closer to .500 with a 59-49 
win over Leicester. Matthew 
Tiberii had a big night 
with 22 points while Ryan 
Fernandez turned in 15 
points and Evan Long had 
14 points for Quaboag. The 
Cougars improved to 4-5 
on the season with several 
more games to play.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Owen Stevens shoots in 
some traffic.

Ryan Fernandez sends a long-
range shot at the hoop.

Matthew Tiberii flies for the bas-
ket.

Jacoby LaBillois shoots from the 
free throw line.

Evan Long fires off a shot from 
close range.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

 
BARRE—The basketball court is 
very similar to a biology class or an 
algebra class for longtime Quabbin 
Regional boys’ varsity basketball 
coach Dennis Dextradeur. He and his 
assistant coaches have done a lot of 
teaching this winter.

The Panthers, who played last 

Tuesday night’s home game without 
a key starter, suffered a 70-33 loss to 
Mid-Wach C rival Clinton.  

“Clinton is the best team in our 
league this year. We were hoping 
to catch them on an off night,” 
Dextradeur said. “We were also 
missing one of our starters, which 
made a big difference. He’s one of 
our leading scorers. This was a very 
good learning experience for the 

other players. I would’ve like to have 
ten timeouts instead of only five.” 

Quabbin junior Quinn Geary, 
who’s averaging 10.8 points per 
game, didn’t play in the home game 
against Clinton (10-1, 8-0) because 
he was sick.

The Panthers (2-10, 0-8) began 
the regular season with victories 
against Murdock, (58-18 at home), 
and at Narragansett Regional, (53-

42) before losing their next ten 
games. 

“Our first two games of the reg-
ular season were against non-league 
opponents,” Dextradeur said. “All 
of the teams in our league are hav-
ing very good seasons. We’re the 
only team who’s going through the 
rebuilding process.”  

Young Panthers learning lessons this season

Defense 
lifts Quabbin 
to win

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Regional High School girls 
basketball team contin-
ues to hold the opposition 
down, this time keeping 
Maynard below 30 points 
in a 45-29 win last Friday 
night. Meg Doyle had 13 
points to lead the team, and 
Riley Bassett and Hannah 
Baxter each scored 12 
points. The panthers have 
qualified for the state tour-
nament and are 10-3 this 
season with a 6-3 league 
record in the Mid-Wach C.

More photos on page 10.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON—Colin Beaupre, 
who’s a three-sport athlete, is writ-
ing the final chapter of his brilliant 
athletic career at Monson High 
School. He has been a member of 
the Mustangs boys varsity basket-
ball team since the eighth grade.   

Beaupre, who’s one of the three 
seniors listed on the Mustangs 
varsity hoop roster, will have an 
opportunity to play in the Division 
5 state tournament and most likely 
the Western Mass. Class D tourna-
ment in February. 

The Mustangs (10-4) clinched 
a berth in the state tournament 
following an 84-57 non-league 
victory over the Pathfinder Tech 
Pioneers before a large crowd at 

Michael J. Kane Gymnasium, last 
Friday night. 

“I was in the eighth grade the 
last time that we qualified for the 
postseason tournament. We’ve had 
a couple of rough seasons since 
then,” said Beaupre, who scored 
10 of his 13 points against the 
Pioneers during the first half. “I 
wouldn’t want to be a member of 
another basketball team. We’re 
hoping to finish the regular season 
strong and we’re looking forward 
to playing in the postseason tour-
nament.”  

Monson, who won their fourth 
consecutive game, were ranked 
12th in the MIAA Division 5 state 
power rankings. They were also 
ranked fourth in the Western Mass. 

 Pioneers suffer tough loss at Monson

Brooke Austin hits a jump shot 
from the baseline.

Turley photos by Ray Duffy
Hannah Baxter puts up a shot.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Richie Gula looks for a shot.

Please see PANTHERS, page 10

Please see PIONEERS, page 10
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sports
The Panthers lost the first meet-

ing at Clinton by the final score of 
66-41 on December 19.  

The only senior listed on the var-
sity roster is Nick Whitelaw, who 
didn’t score any points in the sec-
ond meeting against the Gaels. His 
twin sister, Brianna, is a member of 
the Quabbin girls’ varsity basketball 
team.   

“Nick is our only senior and 
he’s been a very good team lead-
er. He understands that we’re in a 
rebuilding year,” Dextradeur said. 
“Everyone else on the varsity basket-
ball team will be returning. The j.v. 
team will also be staying the same.” 

Geary is one of the six juniors 
listed on the Panthers varsity basket-
ball roster.

Junior guard Bryce Venne, who 
replaced Geary, made his first start 
in a varsity game. He scored one 
point, which was a made free throw 
during the second quarter.

The other four Panthers juniors 
are Luke Salvadore (2 points), Jaxon 
Warburton (4 points), Zeke Santoro 
(5 points), and Kyle Clark, who 
scored a team-leading 12 points. He 
also pulled down eight rebounds and 
blocked a shot.  

Rounding out the varsity squad 
are sophomore Anthony Quarterone 
(6 points), freshman Jacoby Dilling 
(3 points), and eighth grader Brady 
Patchen.

Quarterone, who started the sea-
son as a member of the junior varsity 
team, played in his second varsity 
game against Clinton.  

The two things that Dextradeur 
wasn’t very pleased about in the 
Clinton game was his team’s free 
throw shooting and the turnovers.

The Panthers only made five of 
their 18 shots from the free throw 
line. 

“We always tell the players that 
going to the free throw line is free 
offense,” Dextradeur said. “We shot 

very poorly from the free throw line 
in tonight’s game.”    

The Panthers made a total of 27 
turnovers leading to 35 points. 

Most of the Panther’s turnovers 
came in the first quarter.

Clinton scored the first 21 points 
of the contest before Santoro was 
fouled while making a lay-up in the 
final seconds of the opening quarter. 
He also made the bonus free throw 
completing the three point play.   

The Panthers scored 12 points in 
the second quarter, but they were 
trailing 38-15 at halftime.

The home team wouldn’t get any 
closer than that during the second 

half.
Senior’s Axel Ramos and Cam 

Grady led the Gaels with 12 points 
apiece. 

Clinton’s other two double figure 
scorers were senior Abdiel Zapata 
(11 points) and junior Christian 
Green (10 points).

 “We just need to play the game 
in slow motion, which didn’t hap-
pen tonight,” Dextradeur said. “I just 
hope our fans understand that we’re 
in the developing stage. We’re teach-
ing the fundamentals and are hoping 
to win a couple of games before the 
end of the season.”  

PANTHERS from page 9

Class D. power rankings. The top 
eight teams in each of the four 
classes will qualify for the Western 
Mass. tournament.       

The Mustangs just missed qual-
ifying for the state tournament a 
year ago, as they finished with an 
8-12 overall record.

“We put ourselves in a good 
position to make the postseason 
tournament last year, but we lost 
our last two games,” said Monson 
head coach Zac Dreher. “It does 
feel very good to clinch a berth 
in the state tournament, especial-
ly this early in the regular sea-
son. We’ll probably be playing in 
the Western Mass. tournament as 
well.”   

Monson eighth grade guard 
Trey Dillahunt scored a game-high 
24 points against Pathfinder Tech. 
Sophomore guard Jake Beaupre, 
who’s Colin’s younger brother, 
contributed with 21 points.

“Jake and I have been team-
mates on the varsity basketball 
team for the past three seasons,” 
said Colin Beaupre, who also plays 
soccer and baseball. “It’s always 
nice playing one on one against 
him at practice. I’ve taught him 
a lot and it has been a lot of fun 
being teammates with him.”   

Dillahunt and the Beaupre 

brothers combined to score 58 
points against the Pioneers.

“We’re not a very big team, but 
our guards are very fast,” Dreher 
said. “Colin, Jake, and Trey are 
outstanding athletes.”    

Senior forward Sebastian Nava 
and sophomore forward Austin 
Meacham just missed reaching 
double digits in the home victory, 

as they both scored eight points.
Rounding out the scoring col-

umn for the Mustangs were soph-
omore forward Shane Szado 
(6 points), freshman guard Kyle 
Beaudry (3 points), and senior 
guard Osvaldo Nieves (1 point).     

It was the first meeting on the 
hardwood between the two squads 
since Pathfinder squeaked out a 

43-39 home win in a non-playoff 
game two years ago. That victo-
ry gave Pathfinder Tech a berth in 
the inaugural Division 5 state tour-
nament. They lost at Minuteman 
Regional in a preliminary round 
game. 

The Pioneers, who lost at Paulo 
Freire in the same round a year 
ago, had a 6-5 overall record fol-

lowing last Friday’s game. They 
were ranked 35th in the Division 5 
state power rankings and eighth in 
the Western Mass. Class C. rank-
ings.

The top 32 teams automatically 
qualify for the state tournament, 
along with the other teams who fin-
ish the regular season with a .500 
or better record.

Pathfinder Tech senior guard 
Hunter Griswold, who’s plan-
ning on playing football at Mass 
Maritime Academy next fall, 
moved from Palmer to Monson in 
the sixth grade. He scored a team-
high 21 points in his first varsity 
basketball game at Michael J. Kane 
gymnasium.

“This is the first time that I’ve 
played a basketball game in this 
gym,” Griswold said. “I do know 
all the Monson players and it 
was a lot of fun playing against 
them tonight. I just wish that we 
could’ve won the game. They start-
ed red hot offensively and we could 
never catch up. I’m hoping that we 
can play them again in the state 
tournament.” 

Senior forward Richie Gula, 
who’s from Palmer, scored 14 of 
his 17 points during the second 
half.

The other Pathfinder Tech play-
ers who live in Monson are junior 
guard Seth Mitchell (6 points), 

senior forward Adam Slonka (4 
points), and senior forward Luke 
Magnus (2 points).   

Monson, who raced out to an 
8-0 lead in the first three minutes 
of the contest, held a 27-10 lead at 
the end of the opening quarter. 

“Monson is a very fast team, 
and they shot the ball very well 
tonight,” said Pathfinder head 
coach Zac Button, who’s father, 
Al, was an assistant girls’ basket-
ball coach at Quaboag Regional 
under legendary head coach Dick 
Gowen during their glory years. “I 
wish that it was a closer game, but 
we should be playing teams like 
Palmer and Monson more often. 
Every time that we lose a game, it’s 
an opportunity for us to get better. 
Our main goal is to qualify for both 
the Western Mass. and state tourna-
ments.”     

The Mustangs also held a 
17-point (43-26) halftime lead, and 
they outscored the Pioneers, 41-31, 
during the second half.

If the two boys’ basketball 
teams don’t face each other again 
in the Division 5 state tournament, 
Monson is scheduled to make the 
short trip to Pathfinder Tech during 
the 2024-25 regular season. 

PIONEERS from page 9

Kyle Clark (rockin the new doo) 
with a left-handed layup.

Bryce Venne leaps over the 
defenders with a jump shot.

Zeke Santoto with a buzzer beater 
(and gets fouled) putting Quabbin 
on the scoreboard before the end 
of the first quarter.

Turley photos by Ray Duffy
Luke Salvadore put up a jump shot.

Seth Mitchell drives to the hoop. Cayden Bousquet makes his way 
down the court.

Hunter Griswold reaches out for 
the layup.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks 
League 

PALMER – The Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks League returned 
to bowling after missing games on 
Jan. 16 due to weather.

The standings as of Jan. 9, The 
Champs R Here are in first place 
with a record of 17.5 wins and 
6.5 losses. Team BK is in second 
place with a record of 17-7. Acres 
are in third place with a record of 
15-9. In fourth place, Life is Good 
has a record of 14-10. 

The winners of round one, 
Compression, are in fifth place 
with a record of 13.5-10.5. Last in 
Line and the Blue B’s are tied for 
last place at 9-15. 

Acres bowled against Last in 
Line. In game one, Acres won 
the first game by a score of 384-
354. Kenny Trudel of Acres led 
the team and scored 118 the first 
game. In game two, Acres won 
again by a score of 386-356. 

Trudel continued bowling above 
his league average and bowled a 
108 in game two. 

In game three, Last in Line 
won the last game 388-381. Acres 
won total pinfall by a final score 
of 1151-1098. Trudel finished 
with evening with a 96 and three-
game series of 322. 

Compression bowled against 
the Blue B’s. In game one, the 
Blue B’s won the first game 353-
347. In game two, The Blue B’s 
won again by a score of 371-362. 
Thai Bui of Blue B’s had a great 
game well over his league average 
(78) by bowling a 120. 

In game three, Compression 
won the last game 356-349. Jason 
Dominick of Compression led his 
team the last game by finishing 
up the evening with a 104 game. 
The Blue B’s won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1073-1065. 

Thursday Night 
Mixed League 

The Thursday Night Mixed 
League bowled their last league 
night in the month of January. 

In one match, Team Four 

bowled against Team Two. In 
game one, Team Four was the vic-
tor by a score of 390-365. In game 
two, Team Two won by a score of 
381-362. Game three was a close 
game between the two teams, but 
Team Two prevailed in a two point 
victory, 403-401. 

Nicholas Maslon of Team Four 
finished the evening with a 104. 
Team Four won total pinfall by a 
final score of 1193-1189. 

Another match was between 
Team Three and Team Six. In 
game one, Team Six was the vic-
tor by a score of 402-393. Jesse 
Danek of Team Three started off 
the evening with a 107. In game 
two, Team Six won again 414-
382. 

In game three, Team Six won 
the last game 422-370 for a three-
game sweep. Dan Mahoney of 
Team Six finished the night with 
a 122 game. Mahoney also bowled 
a 92 in the first and a 105 in the 
second to score a 319 series. 

Team Six won total pinfall by a 
final score of 1238-1145. 

Candlepin League News 

DEFENSE LIFTS QUABBIN TO WIN

Meg Doyle gets some air on her jump shot. Turley photos by Ray Duffy
Riley Bassett catches the pass to make a layup.

WORCESTER  – The Railers 
fell 4-2 to the Trois-
Rivieres Lions to 
wrap up a home 
three-in-three week-
end.

The Railers found 
themse lves  i n  an 
early hole. They were 
behind, 1-0, less than 
four minutes after the open-
ing faceoff and never led.

Lions goaltender Zachary 
Emond, facing Worcester for the 
first time in his career, was excel-

lent in net with 34 stops. Several 
were very timely, too. 
But, the Railers just 
did not finish well.

“ I t  was  a  com-
b ina t ion  o f  bo th ,” 

is how coach Jordan 
Smotherman described 
his team’s lack of goals. 

“He made some good saves 
but often times we don’t find 

those pucks laying around the net. 
There were a lot of rebounds and 
the drive has not been there this 
year to put those in the back of 

the net.”
The two pucks that did find 

the back of the net were shot by 
Jack Quinlivan and Blade Jenkins. 
The Lions got goals from Nolan 
Yaremko, Nicolas Guay, Jakov 
Novak — his 19th of the season 
— and Cedric Montminy into an 
empty net.

Ken Appleby stopped 31 of 34 
shots on the night for Worcester.

Yaremko scored at 3:43 of the 
first period. Quinlivan tied it at 

Loss puts Worcester Railers in fifth place

Please see RAILERS, page 11

@
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PUBLISHES FEBRUARY 22, 2024

Attention all 
businesses 

in Ware, 
Warren and 
Hardwick!

EDITION

We’re promoting the history of local 
businesses in our

to be published in the
Ware River News
All local businesses are invited to showcase 

themselves to our readers – ads will run in order 
from the oldest to most recently established.

CALL DAN FLYNN
OFFICE 413.967.3505
CELL 413.297.5886

AD DEADLINE:  

FEBRUARY 7

Whether its been 100 years,
50 years or just 5 years,

your business is a vital part
of our community.

Don’t miss out on this special issue.

★ AD CHOICES ★

3”x 3” ad  $55  
3”x 5” ad  $80

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

Off The Main Street Memories

7:12 of the second on a rebound 
of a play he set up with hard work 
down the left wing. It was his first 
goal of the season, third as a pro 
and first at the DCU Center.

Guay converted a 4 on 3 power 
play at 1:33 of the third then 
Jenkins tied it again with a wrap-
around at 4:53. Novak scored a 
scrambly goal for what proved to 
be the winner at 11:10.

The opposition seems to be 
getting more scrambly goals than 
Worcester these days.

“Those are earned over time,” 

Smotherman said, “when you 
dissect them you realize they’re 
self-inflicted.”

The game was a lively one that 
featured 51 minutes worth of pen-
alties including a fighting major 
to Artyom Kulakov and a game 
misconduct for abuse of officials 
to Zach White.

The loss dropped Worcester 
into fifth place in the North 
Division, at least in terms of 
points. The Railers are fourth in 
winning percentage but can’t see 
to find the traction to get them-
selves a little breathing room.

RAILERS from page 10

sports

HOLYOKE – The Western 
Massachusetts Baseball Hall 
of Fame has announced the 
11th annual class to be inducted 
on March 7, 2024 at Twin Hills 
Country Club:

Jeff Reardon:   Reardon is 
a 16-year MLB relief pitch-
er, four-time All-Star, and 1987 
World Series champion (Twins).   
He notched 367 saves over the 
course of his career, ranking 
12th on the MLB all-time saves 
list.   He pitched for five different 
teams during his big league career 
(Mets, Expos, Twins, Red Sox, 
and Yankees).   Reardon grew up 
in Western Massachusetts, gradu-
ating from Wahconah High School 
in Dalton.

Mark Simeone:   Entering 
his 28th season as Head Coach 
of Springfield College’s base-
ball team, Simeone has compiled 
484 victories during his tenure.   
He grew up in Northampton, 
graduating from Northampton 
High School in 1982.   In addi-
tion to coaching at Springfield 
College, Simeone played out-
field from 1982-87 under Charles 
Roys (Class of 2022 Western 
Massachusetts Baseball Hall of 
Fame inductee).

Bob Taylor:   A current and 
longtime resident of Springfield, 
Taylor played 16 profession-
al baseball seasons. He reached 
the major leagues in 1970, where 
he appeared in 63 games for the 
San Francisco Giants alongside 
Willie Mays and Willie McCovey.   
Taylor played for San Francisco’s 
Double-A affiliate, the Springfield 
Giants, in 1965.

Don Strange:   Strange, a 

Springfield native, played col-
lege baseball at UMass Amherst 
from 1987-89.   He then enjoyed 
an eight-year professional base-
ball career, reaching Triple-A 
while with the Atlanta Braves sys-
tem.   Don joins his brother, Pat 
(Class of 2021) in the Western 
Massachusetts Baseball Hall of 
Fame.

Earl Lorden:   Lorden served 
as Head Coach at Turners Falls 
before taking the helm as Head 
Coach at UMass Amherst from 
1948-1966.   He won 189 games 
during this span, ranking third 
on UMass’s all-time wins list.   
Lorden was a continuous sup-
porter of UMass baseball until his 
passing in 1984 at the age of 87.

1942 Turners Falls  State 
Championship Team:   A true 
underdog team of 15 players that 
won the 1942 Massachusetts State 
Championship well before popula-
tion-based divisions were institut-
ed. Their undefeated regular sea-
son was shortened by gas rationing 
during World War II before defeat-
ing Arlington in the championship 
game at Fenway Park by a score of 
5-4.  The team induction coincides 
with the individual induction of 
their head coach, Earl Lorden.

Ron Chimelis (Garry Brown 
Sports Media Award):   A long 
time columnist and sports report-
er for the Springfield Republican, 
Chimelis served as Red Sox beat 
reporter during their 2004, 2007, 
and 2013 World Series champion-
ship seasons.   He will be the sec-
ond recipient of the Garry Brown 
Award, the first of which was 
posthumously awarded to Garry 
Brown in 2023.

Western Mass� Baseball 
Hall announces new class

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
Springfield Thunderbirds (20-
17-3-2) dominated for much of 
the night in a 6-1 win over the 
Charlotte Checkers (20-17-4-0) 
on Saturday night before a sellout 
crowd of 6,793 at the MassMutual 
Center.

The T-Birds jumped to a 
first-period lead for a second 
straight evening, this time just 
3:37 into game action. Mathias 
Laferriere spun away from a 
defender to gain entry on the right-
wing side. Mikhail Abramov raced 
up the middle of the ice, catch-
ing a perfect pass from Laferriere 
and lifting a shot into the top 
shelf behind Charlotte netminder 
Ludovic Waeber, making it 1-0 on 
his eighth goal of the season.

After not facing much action 
in the opening half of the period, 
Springfield goaltender Malcolm 
Subban got infinitely busier in the 
closing minutes, as the T-Birds 
killed off two Charlotte power 
plays, including 28 seconds’ worth 
of 5-on-3 time. Subban shined, 
with point-blank saves off Gerry 
Mayhew and Rasmus Asplund 
sticking out in a 10-save opening 
frame.

After the goal by Abramov, 
Waeber also settled in, and the 
Checkers’ third-ranked penal-
ty kill also denied Springfield on 
two power plays as the two clubs’ 
man-advantage units continued to 
scuffle.

For a second consecutive eve-
ning, Charlotte got an equalizer 
in the early stages of period two. 
Patrick Khodorenko approached 
the net and bashed home a 
rebound through Subban’s legs 
after Patrick Giles had his initial 
try denied by the goaltender. The 
goal came just 44 seconds into the 
period to tie the score, 1-1.

However, like Friday night, 
the tie score would be short-lived. 
A Matt Kiersted penalty sent 

Springfield’s power play back to 
work, and just 32 seconds after the 
Khodorenko tally, Hugh McGing 
got his first goal since Nov. 24, 
ramming home a wide shot from 
Laferriere that skipped off the end 
boards right in front of the goal on 
the left side. 

With the lead back in their 
possession, the T-Birds would 
not relinquish it. Subban made a 
crucial 2-on-1 save on Checkers 
captain Zac Dalpe, and moments 
after another Springfield penalty 
kill, at 10:22 of the period, Hunter 
Skinner stepped into a one-time 
drop pass from Zach Bolduc and 
saw it ricochet off a Charlotte stick 
and behind Waeber to make it 3-1. 
It was Skinner’s first goal as a 
Thunderbird.

Laferriere’s night was far from 
over, as he stepped over the left-
wing side and roofed a heavy snap 
shot through Waeber at 14:00, and 
in less than four minutes, the lead 
grew to 4-1.

Things would not get any better 
for the Checkers in the third. Ryan 
Suzuki pounced on a loose puck in 
the slot after a Jakub Vrana pass to 
Bolduc caromed off Waeber’s pad 
right into the slot area. Suzuki also 
found the top corner, advancing 
the lead to 5-1 on his third goal of 
the season.

Will Bitten would round out the 
scoring with his second point of 
the night, cashing in on a 2-on-1 
after an initial shot from Bolduc 
bounced off Waeber’s left pad and 
right onto Bitten’s tape. Subban 
got himself back into the win col-
umn, making 29 saves in securing 
his ninth win of the year.

Including the postseason, 
Springfield is now 10-1-0-0 in its 
last 11 games against Charlotte 
inside the Thunderdome, and with 
the two-game sweep, the T-Birds 
leaped ahead of Charlotte in the 
Atlantic Division standings.

Thunderbirds offense 
scores big over Checkers

Committee seeks 
HOF nominations

BARRE – Nominations for the 
Quabbin Regional Athletic Hall 
of Fame Class of 2024 are being 
accepted.

Nomination forms are avail-
able on the Quabbin Regional 
Athletic website (www.qrsd.org). 
All forms are due March 1.  Please 
mail forms to:  Quabbin Regional 
Athletic Hall of Fame; PO Box 
874; Barre, MA 01005 or e-mail to 
mmiville@qrsd.org.

a center of Thoroughbred 
horseracing in Hardwick. A 
town referendum would put a 
stop to the attempt.

Halley and family were part 
of the campaign to save local 
farmland. She would write elo-
quently in defense of local agri-
culture and what she penned 
is still up at the Mass Farmers 
Market website.

To read it is to know why 
Stillman family farms.

MARKET from page 8

School 
district offers 
preschool 
opportunities 
for families
From the desk of Colleen Mucha, 

Superintendent of QRSD

Did you know that children 
who receive early childhood edu-
cation are 25% more likely to 
graduate high school and four 
times more likely to complete a 
bachelor’s degree? 

They perform better academi-
cally and socially. Engaging your 
child in early childhood learning 
experiences helps them to build 
skills and habits that will serve 
them well in the future. 

However, sometimes it can be 
challenging for families to have 
their children engage in these 
experiences due to limitations of 
programming, cost, and other fac-
tors.

The Quabbin Regional School 
District believes in the importance 
of Early Childhood Education 
and recently added a “full day” 
preschool option for families that 
reside within the district. 

The full day program runs at 
Hardwick Elementary School 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday 
through Friday following the 
school year calendar. We antic-
ipate great interest, and we will 
use a lottery system for student 
selection. 

Half day preschool programs 
are available at New Braintree 
Grade School, Ruggles Lane 
School, and Hubbardston Center 

School. Preschool registration is 
ongoing. 

These programs are at “no 
cost” to families. 

One added benefit of hav-
ing your child attend preschool 
in the QRSD is that students will 
become familiar with their school, 
teachers, and administrators early 
on. This will ease the transition to 
kindergarten. 

Our early learners fill us with 
great joy! Other elementary stu-
dents enjoy being able to “help” 
our youngest learners as do our 
adults. 

Should you have any questions 
regarding our preschool programs, 
you can reach out to our Early 
Childhood Coordinator, Shelley 
St. George at sstgeorge@qrsd.org. 

• NEWS FROM THE QUABBIN REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT •

Quabbin Regional School District’s Superintendent of Schools 
Colleen Mucha created bead bracelets with children at Making 
Opportunity Count Coordinated Family & Community Engagement’s 
playgroup in Hardwick. 

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Superintendent Colleen Mucha read a book about dogs.

Superintendent Colleen Mucha met with parents and played with 
children at a recent playgroup.

Children engaged in hands-on activities at Hardwick Playgroup.

Knights host 
spaghetti supper 
on Feb� 10

WARE – The Ware Knights 
of  Columbus wil l  host  a 
Valentine’s Day spaghetti sup-
per on Saturday, Feb. 10 from 
6-8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church 
Hall, South Street, dine in or 
take out.

Tickets are $15 adults and 
$10 children. For tickets, call/
text 413-537-3422. 

A free holiday rose will be 
given to the ladies. Beer and 
wine will be available for pur-
chase. 
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Warren Police Log

public safety

Hardwick Police Log

Ware Police Log

STOW – Nearly three dozen 
fire service leaders from across 
Massachuset ts  graduated on 
Jan. 24 from the 29th class of 
the Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training Program.

The four-month program for 
new chief officers and chief offi-
cer candidates is delivered jointly 
by the Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. Collins 
Jr. Center for Public Management. 
Through classroom instruction 
and out-of-class assignments, the 
course delivers intensive training in 
the non-fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire depart-

ment.
The 2023-2024 graduating class 

was drawn the fire departments 
of Amesbury, Ayer, Barnstable, 
Bedford, Bolton, Canton, Cotuit, 
Dennis, East Longmeadow, Erving, 
Everett, Framingham, Freetown, 
Hopkinton, Lawrence, Lowell, 
Ludlow, Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
Medway, Natick, New Bedford, 
Nor thampton ,  Nor thb r idge , 
Onset, Royalston, Sharon, Ware, 
Wellf leet ,  West  Springfield, 
Westfield and Winchester, where 
its members serve as chiefs, deputy 
chiefs, and captains.

Graduates including Ware Fire 
Chief James Martinez.

“The Chief Fire Officer program 

is a tremendous opportunity for 
new chiefs and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Jon M. Davine, 
who graduated from the program 
in 2016. “The rigorous instruction 
in such a wide variety of topics 
will help these graduates provide 
the leadership that their depart-
ments and communities deserve. 
Completing the program is a major 
accomplishment and I want to con-
gratulate all of them on their initia-
tive and dedication to professional 
development.”

T h e  C h i e f  F i r e  O ff i c e r 
Management Training Program 
covers a spectrum of topics con-
sidered essential for effective pub-
lic sector management. It includes 

human resource management, eth-
ics, executive leadership, govern-
mental and organization structures, 
information management, custom-
er-focused strategic planning, legal 
issues, budgets and public finance, 
community awareness, and labor 
relations. 

The curriculum helps fire offi-
cers improve their ability to lead 
and manage personnel, under-
stand employees’ needs and prob-
lems, communicate effectively to 
a variety of audiences, and lever-
age inter-agency cooperation.  
The Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy, a division of the 
Department of Fire Services, offers 
this program tuition-free.

Submitted Photo
Ware Fire Chief James Martinez completed the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy’s Chief Fire Officer Management Training Program, gradu-
ating with 33 other fire service leaders from across the commonwealth.

Martinez completes program at Firefighting Academy

STOW – A joint investigation 
into a series of explosions last 
year has led to charges against 
two men for possessing and/
or using destructive devices, 
according to a press release from 
the Department of Fire Services. 

The suspects were identi-
fied in the course of an inves-
tigation by the Monson Police 
Department, Brookfield Police 
Department, Holland Police 
Department, Sturbridge Police 
Department, and State Police 
Fire & Explosion Investigation 
Unit assigned to the State Fire 
Marshal’s office.

Na than  Asse l in  19 ,  o f 
S t u r b r i d g e  a n d  C a m r o n 

Lamarche, 19, of Southbridge 
were arrested Jan. 24 on warrants 
charging them with four counts 
of possession of a destructive 
device, placing an explosive 
device, vandalism, and other 
offenses. The joint investigation 
stems from explosions in mail-
boxes and other outdoor sites in 
the area of Town Farm Road in 
Brookfield, Sturbridge Road in 
Holland, Boston Road East in 
Monson, and New Boston Road 
in Sturbridge in late December 
2023.

Asselin and Lamarche were 
expected to be arraigned in 
Dudley District Court the day of 
the arrest.

During the week of Jan. 22-30, 
the Ware Police Department 
responded to 16 miscellaneous 
calls, 44 administrative calls, 10 
traffic violations, 20 emergen-
cy 911 calls, three frauds, three 
harassments, one theft/larceny, 
one safety hazard, three assist 
other agencies, nine motor vehi-
cle accidents, five animal calls 
and 23 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Ware.

Monday, Jan. 22
2:54 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Park Avenue, Citation/Warning 
Issued

3 a.m. Bylaw Violation, West 
Street, Citation/Warning Issued

3 a.m. Bylaw Violat ion, 
Cl i fford Avenue,  Ci ta t ion/
Warning Issued

7:59 a.m. Safety Hazard, Main 
Street, Services Rendered

2:55 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
South Street, Services Rendered

3:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

S u m m o n s :  A l y s e  M . 
Mokrzycki, 37, Ware

Uninsured Motor Vehicle 
10:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Tuesday, Jan. 23
9:27 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, South Street, Advised
10:08 a.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, Main Street, Services 
Rendered

10:51 a.m. Breaking and 
Ente r ing /Burg la ry,  Gareau 
Avenue, Appears Secure After 
Check

1:27 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

4 : 4 9  p . m .  S e r v i c e  o f 
Summons, Main Street, Arrest 
Made

Arrest: Andrew J. Swistak Jr., 
52, Ware

WMS Warrant; WMS Warrant
6:44 p.m. Outside Fire, West 

Street, Investigated
9:34 p.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Maple Street, Report Made
10:13 p.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, East Street, Report Made

Wednesday, Jan. 24
8:44 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

West Street, Investigated
4:09 p.m. Assault, West Street, 

Report Made
6 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Palmer Road, Citation/Warning 
Issued

Summons: Tessa A. Santor, 25, 
Belchertown

License Suspended, Operate 
Motor Vehicle With

7:13 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call,  West Street, Dispatch 
Handled

Thursday, Jan. 25
4:20 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

West Street, Services Rendered
8:13 a.m. Traffic Incident/

C r a s h ,  B o n d s v i l l e  R o a d , 
Unfounded

10:32 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Main Street, Dispatch 
Handled

Friday, Jan. 26
6:52 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Old Gilbertville Road, 
Report Made

8:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Main Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Summons: Roldan M. Aponte, 

44, Ware
License Suspended, Operate 

Motor Vehicle With
10:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

2:38 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Report 
Made

2:53 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 
South Street, Services Rendered

9:35 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Cummings Road, Advised

12:04 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Canal Street, Dispatch 
Handled

5:25 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Aspen Street, Could Not Locate

6:06 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Osborne Road, Dispatch 
Handled

9:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Street, Vehicle Towed

Summons: Briana M. Ocasio, 
26, Springfield

Uninsured Motor Vehicle; 
Registration Suspended, Operate 
Motor Vehicle With

Sunday, Jan. 28
3:08 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

North Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

3:31 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Hi l ls ide Terrace,  Ci ta t ion/
Warning Issued

3:42 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Homecrest Avenue, Citation/
Warning Issued

3:52 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Berkshire  Drive ,  Ci ta t ion/
Warning Issued

4:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasant Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

7:26 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Palmer Road, Services Rendered

8:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

8:54 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Gould Road, Report Made

Monday, Jan. 29
12:13 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 

North Street, Services Rendered
2:03 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 

North Street, Services Rendered
2:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

West Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

7:49 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, South Street, Services 
Rendered

8:53 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Report 
Made

Tuesday, Jan. 30
2:10 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 

Prospect Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

Editor’s Note: People 
in this country are pre-
sumed to be innocent 
until found guilty in a 
court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the infor-
mation you read on this 
page as public record 
information. If you or 
any suspect listed here 
is found not guilty or 
has charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information as 
a follow-up upon being 
presented with doc-
umented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

During the week of Jan. 14-20, 
the Warren Police Department 
responded to 216 building/property 
checks, 100 community policing, 
nine emergency 911 calls, four lar-
cenies/thefts, one complaint, one 
property damage, two motor vehi-
cle accidents, three animal calls 
and 25 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Warren.

Sunday, Jan. 14
5:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
6:10 p.m. Tree Incidents, Reed 

Street, Investigated
9:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
10:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Prisoner Bailed
Arrest: Richard E. Santarelli, 

52, Palmer
OUI-Liquor or .08%, 2nd 

Offense; Speeding in Violation 
Special Regulation

Monday, Jan. 15
9:49 a.m. Abdominal/Back 

Pain, Mechanic Street, Mutual Aid 
Transport

5:06 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Prospect Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

6:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Written Warning

6:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

7:25 p.mm. Larceny/Theft, 
Lombard Street, Report Filed

7:28 p.m. Larceny/Theft, Main 
Street, Report Filed

7:30 p.m. Larceny/Theft, Moore 
Avenue, Report Filed

7:31 p.m. Larceny/Theft, Reed 
Street, Report Filed

Tuesday, Jan. 16
12:34 a.m. Complaint, Main 

Street, Citation Issued
4:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:11 p .m.  Motor  Vehic le 

Collision, Boston Post Road, 
Vehicle Towed

4:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

Wednesday, Jan. 17
1:50 p.m. Breathing Difficulty, 

Trudeau Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

4:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Street, Report Filed

Thursday, Jan. 18
2:36 a.m. Property Damage, 

Southbridge Road, Investigated
7 : 0 7  a . m .  U n c o n s c i o u s /

Unresponsive/Syncope, Quaboag 
Street, Transported to Hospital

7:29 p.m. Fire Alarm Activation, 
North Street, Investigated

Friday, Jan. 19
4:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
1 : 0 7  p . m .  F o l l o w - u p 

Investigation, Milton O. Fountain 
Way, Report Filed

3:36 p .m.  Motor  Vehic le 
Collision, Reed Street, Vehicle 
Removed

9:52 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/
Abandoned, South Street, Report 
Filed

Saturday, Jan. 20
10:09 a.m. Abdominal/Back 

Pain, Cronin Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

12:36 p.m. Chest Pain/Heart 
P rob lem,  Mechan ic  S t r ee t , 
Transported by Life Flight

2:34 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/
Abandoned, Main Street, Report 
Filed

8:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Boston Post Road, Written Warning

9:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Road, Written Warning

During the week of Jan. 22-29, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree 
Police Department responded to 
79 building/property checks, 46 
directed/area patrols, six traffic 
controls, nine emergency 911 
calls, 10 radar assignments, four 
citizen assists, one assist other 
agency, two complaints, one 
motor vehicle investigation, one 
burglary/breaking and entering, 
one investigation, one animal call 
and 10 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Hardwick.

Tuesday, Jan. 23
10:13 a.m. Assist  Other 

Agency, Barre Road, Officer 
Handled

11:44 a.m. Parking Complaint, 
Prospect Street, Officer Handled

6:04 p.m.  911 Burglary 
(Breaking and Entering), Barre 
Road, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Jan. 24
9:46 a.m. 911 Assist Citizen, 

Church Street, Dispatch Handled
12:14 p.m. Medical Alarm, 

Church Lane, Transported to 
Hospital

12:33 p.m. 911 Assist Citizen, 
Hardwick Road, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

11:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Written 
Warning

Thursday, Jan. 25
11:17 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency,  Church  Lane , 
Transported to Hospital

2:51 p.m. Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle Operations, Main Street, 
Negative Contact

7:04 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 
Street, Voice Message Left

11:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Written 
Warning

Friday, Jan. 26
12:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street,  Written 
Warning

10:10 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency,  Church  Lane , 
Transported to Hospital

 2:33 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Pe tersham Road,  Services 
Rendered

9:52 p.m. 911 Misdial, Old 
Petersham Road,  Checked/
Secured

Saturday, Jan. 27
4:36  a .m.  911  Medica l 

E m e rg e n cy,  M i n e r  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

12:19 p.m. Investigation, 
Lower Road, Officer Handled

6:44 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Out of Town, Spoken To

10:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, School House 
Drive, Investigated

11:50 p.m. 911 Medical 
E m e rg e n cy,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, Jan. 29
2:59 a.m. Utility Issues, Miner 

Road, Services Rendered
7:26  a .m.  911  Medica l 

E m e rg e n cy,  B a r r e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Two men charged in connection 
with destructive devices

Friends of the Young 
Men’s Library thank 
local businesses

WARE – The winners of priz-
es in the Young Men’s Library 
Association Lotto Calendar are 
listed below: Kathy Radisic, 
Sarah Hayde, Michael Skoczylas, 
Darlene Gildert, Darcy Gauthier, 
Robert McLean, John and Pat 
Mozgala, Chris Nav, Dale Potter, 
Marnie Thamel, David Maida, 
Leah Hassett, Richard Bonnayer, 
Bill Simons, Beth Hamel, Craig 
Simmons, Janice Ouimette, 
Kathy Wood, Ben Duby, Deborah 
Poppel, Don Amidon, Brian 
Rucki, Lynne Rude, Jennifer 
Kettles, Rajab Khanbabai, Teddy 
Thamel,  J immy Lee,  Todd 

Lavallee, Isabella Staiti, Mariola 
Kacprzyk and John Sullivan.

The Friends of the Young 
Men’s Library would like to 
thank the following local busi-
nesses and organizations for 
helping to sell Lotto Calendars. 
The Aspen Street Rod and Gun 
Club, Changes Hair Salon, 
Cluett’s, Crystal Springs, D & 
D Fitness Factory, Dulak’s, 
Hardwick Crossing Country 
Club,  I t ’s  Wine,  O’clock, 
Lazer’s Pizza, McCarthy’s Pub, 
Moulton’s Insurance, Pete’s 
Gasland, Russo’s, Silhouettes on 
Main, Subaguru, Ware Senior 
Center, Warren Senior Center, 
Weir River Club and Wilton’s. 

The Friends really appreciate 
the support of the business com-
munity, and if they omitted any 
business, they thank them also.

Lotto calendar winners announced

WARE – Community Action 
Pioneer Valley will be bringing 
free tax preparation services to 
Ware through its Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance Program. 

Community Action’s IRS-
certified volunteers can help pre-
pare your taxes if: your income 
meets the eligibility requirements, 
you live in Franklin County, 
Hampshire County, or some North 
Quabbin towns, and its volunteers 
are trained on your tax situation. 
Eligibility is limited to households 
at or below 250% of the federal 
poverty level who have relatively 
simple taxes. 

All  tax returns are dou-

ble-checked by quality reviewers, 
and you can trust that volunteers 
will go the extra mile to help you 
get the highest refund possible. 

The clinic in Ware will take 
place on Saturday, Feb. 24 from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Education 
to Employment (E2E) space at 79 
Main St. Taxpayers must make 
an appointment in advance, and 
appointment sign up is now open. 

For more information about 
eligibility or to make an appoint-
ment, taxpayers may call 413-
376-1136, or visit the website at: 
https://www.communityaction.us/
program/taxes.

Free tax preparation services 
offered for low-income households
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News
Death notices

Cygan, Stanley “Butch” Pasierb
Died Jan. 25, 2024
Services Feb. 3, 2024

Therrien, Barbara J. (Thurber) 
Died Jan. 25, 2024

Vadnais, Phillip G.
Died Jan. 23, 2024
Services Jan. 30, 2024

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Become less intense
  6. Variety of pear
 10. Religion native to 

China
 14. Type of tooth
 15. Fitted out
 17. Make every effort
 19. Autonomic nervous 

system
 20. Complete
 21. Alternate name
 22. River in France and 

Belgium
 23. Miami’s mascot 

is one
 24. Turfs
 26. Most cognizant of 

reality
 29. Broad volcanic crater
 31. Canadian surname
 32. Satisfaction
 34. Traitorous Greek 

mythological prince
 35. Collide
 37. Immune response
 38. Feline
 39. High opinion of one’s 

own appearance
 40. Thin strip to align 

parts
 41. Containers
 43. Convicted American 

spy
 45. Breathe noisily
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made from 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. I.M.__, architect
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal
 58. Dutch and German 

surname
 59. Square measures
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Degrade someone

CLUES DOWN
  1. Siberian river
  2. Blessing
  3. Substitutes (abbr.)
  4. Principle underlying 

the universe
  5. Work unit
  6. Yellow edible fruits

  7. Gemstone
  8. A place ships dock 

(abbr.)
  9. Evergreen tropical 

tree
 10. Reality TV star 

Richards
 11. Nonflowering aquatic 

plant
 12. Stakes
 13. Antidiuretic hormone
 16. Make warm again
 18. Light beams
 22. Lethal dose
 23. Terrorist group
 24. Kids love him
 25. Naturally occurring 

solid
 27. German surname 

meaning “man from 
Saxony”

 28. Popular cuisine
 29. Partner to cheese
 30. Type of horse
 31. __ Diego
 33. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 35. Most shrewd

 36. It may be for 
shopping

 37. Midway between 
south and southeast

 39. A stock of foods
 42. The bindings of 

books
 43. Swiss river
 44. Megabyte
 46. Sammy __, 

songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Clare Booth __, 

American writer
 49. Sun or solar disk
 50. Popular type of bread
 51. Transfers of money 

(abbr.)
 52. Association of 

engineering 
professionals

 53. Young women’s 
association

 54. City
 55. Niger-Congo branch 

of languages
 56. Pointed end of a pen

WARE – Stanley “Butch” 
Cygan, beloved husband, dad, 
and dziadzu,  passed 
away peacefully on Jan. 
25, 2024, at Baystate 
Medical Center with his 
family by his side, at the 
age of 81. 

Butch was born Aug. 
18, 1942, in Ware, only 
child to the late Amelia 
“Millie” Pasierb Cygan 
and Stanley Cygan. He 
was raised in Ware, going 
right into the workforce to support 
his mom, when his dad passed 
away at a young age. 

He met the love of his life, Patty 
in 1965 and have been happily 
married for 56 years. 

Butch worked for 25 years at 
Coca Cola when they started oper-
ations in Ware. He later worked at 
UMASS/Amherst in their physical 
plant until retirement. 

Butch was a Little League and 

Babe Ruth Baseball coach for 
nearly 20 years while coaching his 

children along with many 
young children in the 
Town of Ware. He loved 
the game of baseball, fol-
lowing his grandchildren 
around, seeing and shar-
ing their successes. 

He had a zest to fish, 
both locally and chas-
ing large codfish on the 
Atlantic. He enjoyed a 
good barbecue, earning 

him the nickname “The Chicken 
King.” His love for cooking chick-
en over a charcoal pit was a pas-
sion for him. Most family barbe-
cues were met at dawn with him 
preparing half chickens. His sea-
soning recipe was sought after by 
many. 

He leaves behind the fami-
ly he adored, his wife Patricia 
(Jamrog) Cygan. His sons Michael 
and wife Elaine, Edward and his 

wife Elizabeth (Liz) both of Ware, 
his daughter Ann Marie and hus-
band Matthew St. Germain of 
Hardwick. His grandchildren Marc 
St. Germain, Halie St. Germain, 
Jesse, Joseph and Callie Cygan. 
Also, many treasured cousins and 
extended family. 

Butch made friends easily and 
left many behind to cherish his 
memory. 

Calling hours will take place 
Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, from 10 
a.m.-noon in the Cebula Funeral 
Home Chapel, 66 South St., Ware.  
A Prayer Service will end the call-
ing hours at noon in the funeral 
home chapel. Burial will take place 
at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to the Town of Ware with 
“Butch Cygan Baseball Project” in 
the memo, mailed to 126 Main St., 
Ware, MA 01082.

Stanley Pasierb Cygan, 81

WARE –  Ba rba ra  Joyce 
(Thurber) Therrien passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 25, 2024, with 
her devoted husband of 
65 years, John Therrien 
at her bedside, at the age 
of 85. 

B o r n  i n  N o r t h 
Brookfi e ld ,  Ba rba ra 
spent her younger years 
“spoiled” by her own 
account as she was the 
youngest of five and the 
only girl born to her late 
parents Calysta (Adams) 
and Guy Thurber.  

She graduated from Warren 
High School in 1956 and met her 
husband, the oldest brother of her 
best friend, upon his return from 
the Air Force. Married in 1958, 
they welcomed their first child, 
Deborah in 1959, followed by 
Karen (1960) and David (1964). 

Barbara was known and loved in 
her community; she influenced the 
lives of so many students during 
her 30-year career as the secretary 
at Ware Junior High. 

In her day-to-day life you would 
find Barbara in the kitchen mak-
ing one of her many family-fa-
mous dishes like magic cookie 
bars, pumpkin bread, and meat-
loaf. She spent countless days in 
the Quabbin walking with John, 
blueberrying with her children and 
grandchildren, and enjoying time 
communing with nature. She loved 

crossword puzzles, gardening, 
reading, and bluebirds. 

Barbara had always wanted to 
see more of the world 
and traveled often. She 
and John were frequent 
visitors of the Bar Harbor 
area, making time to 
explore Acadia National 
Park and stopping for her 
favorite lobster stew at 
the Jordan Pond House 
with evenings spent at 
the quiet cottage on Seal 
Cove.

She also enjoyed traveling with 
her friends and sisters-in-law, and 
you could find them shopping and 
gabbing in many parts of coastal 
Maine on their annual trips. 

Barbara had an incredible 
capacity for compassion. She cared 
deeply for her loved ones and told 
them often. 

Her greatest pleasure in life was 
serving others. She never forgot a 
birthday or special event, and cel-
ebrated every accomplishment or 
milestone with such joy that her 
greeting cards were filled with 
underlined and crossed out words, 
often rewritten in her handwriting 
to say what she really wanted. 

Barbara was most proud of her 
accomplishments as a wife and 
mother. Her hopes for her children 
to be kind, honest, fair, and a good 
friend were many times fulfilled as 
she continued to instill such values 

in her grandchildren and their chil-
dren. 

She is survived by her husband, 
John Therrien; children, Deb Lizak 
and DJ Beaulieu, Karen Therrien 
(of Ware), and David and Heidi 
Therrien (of Omaha); her grand-
children, Heather Willis, Amanda 
Therrien and Brittany Bottger; 
her great-grandchildren Jenna and 
Kyra Langlais, and Millie Bottger; 
and her great-great-grandchildren 
Gavin, Mia, Bently, Aubrey and 
River. She also leaves behind her 
brother, Donald Thurber and his 
wife Marie; sisters-in-law Mary 
Ellen, Theresa, Kate, and Elaine; 
brothers-in-law Ed and JR; and was 
preceded in death by her broth-
ers Dee, Roger and wife Doris, 
Kenneth Thurber, and by her sister-
in-law Kathy Mundell.

At the family’s request, a cel-
ebration of life will be held at a 
later date. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made 
to the following: The Alzheimer’s 
Association, 225 North Michigan 
Ave., Floor 17, Chicago, IL 60601. 
Multiple Sclerosis Association 
of America, 375 Kings Highway 
North, Suite B, Cherry Hill, NJ 
08034.

Charbonneau Funeral Home is 
assisting her family with arrange-
ments. An online guest book is 
available at charbonneaufh.com.

Barbara J� (Thurber) Therrien, 85

Phillip G� 
Vadnais, 63

BARRE – Phillip G. Vadnais of 
Barre, died on Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, 
at Fitchburg HealthCare Center after a 

battle with early 
onset dementia, 
at the age of 63.

H e  l e a v e s 
h i s  f o r m e r 
wife, Barbara J. 
(Howe) Vadnais 
of Barre; their 
daughter, Katie 
L. Oliva and her 
husband Jeffrey 
o f  Bar re ;  h i s 

granddaughter, Juliana; six siblings 
Donald Vadnais and his wife Judie 
of Ware, Pierre Vadnais and his wife 
Cheryl of Ware, Joanne Johnson and 
her husband Francis of Wheelwright, 
George H. Vadnais Jr. and his wife 
Diane, Gregory Vadnais of Palmer, 
and Anna Vadnais of Northampton, 
along with many nieces and nephews, 
and their spouses.  

He was predeceased by his broth-
ers, Valbert E. Vadnais in 2017, 
and Louis Vadnais.  He was born in 
Palmer, son of the late George H. 
and Dafrose Vadnais, and grew up in 
Ware.

He was an outstanding athlete 
while at Ware High School playing 
both football, and wrestling. After 
graduating from Ware High School, 
he enlisted in the U.S. Army where he 
served as a combat engineer.  

He loved hockey, and played reg-
ularly from age 12 to 59.  As a hobby 

which turned into a small business, 
he crafted outdoor furniture including 
picnic tables, Adirondack chairs and 
swings.  

Phil worked as a sheet metal fab-
ricator at Whitcraft, LLC in Eastford, 
Connecticut where he manufactured 
precision parts used in the aerospace 
industry.   

He had strong faith, and was 
a long-time member of the Liberty 
Baptist Church in Ware.  

A Funeral Service for Phil was 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 30, 2024, at 
11 a.m. in the Varnum Funeral 
Home, Inc., 43 East Main St., in 
West Brookfield.  A calling hour will 
be held in the funeral home from 
10-11 a.m. prior to the service. A 
Celebration of Life will follow the 
service at Hartman’s Herb Farm in 
Barre.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Ware High 
School Athletic Booster Club, P.O. 
Box 240, Ware, MA 01082. Please 
make checks out to the Town of Ware, 
and write Athletic Booster Club on 
the memo line.

An online guest book is available 
at varnumfuneralhome.com.

SPRINGFIELD – Baystate 
Health’s Loyalty Programs will 
offer four free virtual events 
in February beginning with 
“Navigating the Menopause 
Transition” on Feb. 5. 

All events are open to the gen-
eral public. 

The road to menopause can 
be long and winding, with many 
women experiencing hot flashes 
and other bothersome symptoms 
for seven-10 years or more during 
the perimenopausal period. After 
menopause, some symptoms 
related to hormonal changes may 
persist for life. 

Dur ing  “Naviga t ing  the 
Menopause Transition” at 6 p.m., 
Vanessa Ross, CNM, Menopause 
Society Certified Provider, 
Baystate Midwifery and Women’s 
Health, will discuss what meno-
pause is, what to expect and how 
to manage your symptoms. 

Medications continue to rev-
olutionize medicine. But starting 
new medications, taking over-the-
counter medications, or managing 
ongoing medications can some-
times be challenging. 

During “Medication Tips from 
the Pharmacist” on Feb. 7 at 6 
p.m., Mark Heelon, Pharm.D., 
Medicat ion Safety Officer, 
Baystate Health, will discuss 
questions to ask your pharmacist, 
going to the hospital with med-
ications, parents administering 
medications to their children and 
other helpful medication manage-
ment tips.      

A cough is a natural reflex 
to help clear and protect the air-
way. An occasional cough is nor-
mal, and typically a cough will 
go away on its own, but what 
if a cough lingers and lasts for 
weeks? 

During “Persistent Coughing” 

on Feb. 13 at 6 p.m., Dr. Sybille 
Liautaud and Dr. O’Neil Green, 
Pu lmona ry  Cr i t i c a l  Ca re , 
Baystate Pulmonary, Non-CF 
Bronchiectasis Clinic, will dis-
cuss coughs that are the result 
of damaged airways, non-cys-
tic fibrosis bronchiectasis, and 
non-tuberculosis mycobacteria 
and how they are treated.   

During “Do This, Not That, 
To Avoid Falls” on Feb. 29 
from 2-3 p.m., the team from 
Baystate Rehabilitation Care 
including Courtney Brown, PT; 
Michelle Lantaigne, OT; Erin 
Jarosz, OT; and Diana Edwards-
Chung, MSN, RN, who is Injury 
Prevention Coordinator, will dis-
cuss the do’s and don’ts as well as 
practical home safety guidelines 
for preventing falls in the home. 

Registration is required for 
each session at BaystateHealth.
org/events.

Baystate Health offers free virtual programs

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER –  Pa th f inde r 
Technical Vocational School is 
excited to introduce Scout, the 
English Golden Retriever who is 
promoting mental health among 
students and staff alike.

Scout  was  adopted  by 
the school through support of 
the School Committee and 
a healthcare grant from the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  I n t e r l o c a l 
Insurance Association. This 
grant paid for the purchase of 
the dog, as well as training, vet-
erinary services and supplies 
like toys and a cage.

“What we’re finding is 
it’s a nice icebreaker for those 
students that have a hard time 
expressing their feelings and 
talking about what’s going on,” 
said Principal Brenda Turner. “If 
he’s in the room, it breaks down 
a lot of barriers.”

Turner said that in addition 
to improving students’ mental 
health, Scout will also serve to 
address the absenteeism that has 
increased at many schools and 
workplaces since the pandemic.

Director of Student Services, 
Marina Latourelle, has been 
charged with taking care of 
Scout after the school is closed, 
a responsibility that the rest of 
the staff has lined up to share, 
should Latourelle be unavailable.

“The recommendation was 
that he comes to work right 
away,” Latourelle said. “So he 
puts his little harness on and he 
comes to work, and he loves it.”

A poll was held to name the 
puppy, with Scout beating out 
the suggestions of Petey (for PT) 
or Techie.

Superintendent Eric Duda 
named the adoption of Scout as 
one of his proudest accomplish-

ments of the year, along with 
introducing the Yonder pouches 
to help cut down on phone use.

“This was done through a 
unanimous vote from our School 
Committee to adopt a new 
school policy,” said Duda. “It 
allowed us to move forward with 
the dog.”

Duda said that in the first 
week, Scout had already been 
called on to help students with 
various mental health challeng-
es.

“You can have the best school 
psychologists and three guidance 
counselors and two adjustment 
counselors, a powerful admin 
team and a wonderful teaching 
staff, and we can all work to do 
something to help this student,” 
Duda said. “I saw this firsthand: 
you may or may not get there 
quickly, but with a puppy, you 
get there immediately.”

Walking through the halls 
with Scout, students immediate-
ly lit up as soon as they saw him. 
Turner said that the staff coor-

dinates a schedule for Scout to 
visit different classrooms at dif-
ferent times of day, in between 
his training and daily care.

“The positive impact that he’s 
already had has blown every-
one’s mind,” Duda said. “By the 
end of the first day, you can’t 
walk throughout this building 
without having smiles and inter-
actions.”

“We brought the puppy to our 
School Committee meeting last 
week,” Duda said. “We intro-
duced the dog in public session, 
and everybody smiled, and peo-
ple pet the dog, and everything 
else. The whole tone changes 
from there, you can feel the pos-
itive energy.”

Duda said he believes that 
Pathfinder is the first school out 
of the nine towns it services to 
have a dog on-campus and said 
that he hopes other towns will 
follow their example.

“Myself and the team are 
happy to work with anyone 
who’s interested in doing what 

we’re doing,” Duda said, men-
tioning that police and fire 
departments could also benefit 
from a dog onsite.

Pathfinder Tech welcomes Scout to school community

Jennavieve Josephson stopped 
to pick up Scout on her way 
through the halls.

Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmão
Georgia Bousquet, Mackenzie Peterson, Addison Doktor and 
Julianna Lovejoy stopped to pose for a picture with Scout.

Scout is shown with Principal 
Brenda Turner and Marina 
Latourelle.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

HEAVY QUILTED MOVING blan-
kets. 413-238-5966.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
3X SNOWBLOWER for 42” Cub 
Cadet Tractor includes chains, rear 
weights, and usage books. Used two 
times. Paid $1680. 413-238-5966.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolu-
tion. Pay only if satisfied. Certified 
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
RETIRED GUY

Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exte-
rior and drywall repair. Resident exp-
oxy flooring. We treat your home like 
our own homes. Fully licensed and in-
sured. Call WE DO today for a free es-
timate ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

BEAUTIFUL RED FLAT COATED 
six month old female mini golden doo-
dle. Looks like small retriever without 
the shedding. Loves people, loves to 
play. All vaccines up to date. $350 to 
a loving family. Call Kelsey 413-218-
1294.

ASSISTANT TOWN 
ACCOUNTANT

The Town of Palmer is seeking appli-
cants for the full-time position of Assis-
tant Town Accountant.
The applicant should have a working 
knowledge of accounting theory and 
accrual concepts along with strong 
organizational, interpersonal, and ana-
lytical skills as well as experience with 
Microsoft Office.  Previous experience 
using MUNIS accounting software is 
a plus. Complete job description can 
be found at https://townofpalm-
er.com/jobs. Please e-mail a cover 
letter and resume to gpotter@town-
ofpalmer.com or via mail to the 
Town Accountant’s Office at 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  This posi-
tion will remain open until filled.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation in 
Wales is looking for a part-time (16 
hours/week) Administrative As-
sistant to assist with operations and 
office management duties.  For a full 
job description, please visit www.
norcrosswildlife.org or email 
dgugliotti@norcrosswildlife.
org. 

FOR RENT
$925 LUDLOW. Quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open  kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES REAL ESTATESERVICES TAX SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 
Highway Secretary • Part-Time

The Town of New Braintree Highway Department is seeking a part-time Secretary 
for five (5) hours per week during business hours. High school education: associate 
degree preferred. Minimum 3 to 5 years of responsible administrative work 
experience. Ability to maintain detailed statistics and records. Proficiency needed 
in computer applications. Knowledge of Chapter 90 procedures is suggested. 
Hourly rate of $20/hour with no benefits. If interested, please mail a resume by 
7th February 2024 4:00 p.m. to Select Board, Town Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, New 
Braintree, MA 01531or by email to: selectboard@newbraintree.org.  

Executive Secretary to the Select Board
The Town of New Braintree is seeking an Executive Secretary to the Select Board. 
This position would be full-time, up to 32 hours per week with some evening hours 
required several times per month. An Associate’s degree in business administration 
or related field, 3 to 5 years of experience in municipal government and/or strong 
administrative position or an equivalent combination of education and experience. 
Salary and benefits are conditional on experience. If interested, please mail a 
resume by 7th February 2024 4:00 p.m. to Select Board, Town Hall, 20 Memorial 
Drive, New Braintree, MA 01531or by email to: selectboard@newbraintree.org.  

The Town of New Braintree is an equal opportunity employer.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

WARE – Massachusetts 
state law, Chapter 140, §137, 
requires that all  dogs six 
months of age shall be licensed 
each year.

Dog licenses are now avail-
able for sale and must be pur-
chased by March 31. The last 
date to purchase in person at 
the Town Clerk’s office will be 
Friday, March 29. 

If you are licensing by U.S. 
Mail, the Town Clerk’s office 
must receive your request to 
license prior to March 31. The 
drop box will also be available, 
but requests must be received 
by March 31. 

Fees for licensing are $10 
for spayed/neutered and $15 for 
males/females.

On April 1 there will be a 
late fee of $15 per dog in addi-

tion to the license fee.
You may purchase your 

dog license daily in the Town 
Clerk’s office during normal 
business hours between 8 a.m.-
4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
The office sometimes close for 
lunch between noon-1 p.m.

Licenses  may a l so  be 
obtained through the U.S. Mail. 
If your dog was licensed last 
year, please check the printed 
license you were issued as fol-
lows:

Each dog is listed separately 
on the paperwork by name

Has information on the 
rabies expiration date (if the 
date is current, you do not need 
a new Rabies Certificate; but 
if it has expired then you will 
need to include the Rabies 
Certificate for Town Clerk use 

(it will be returned with the 
license when it is issued).

Your mail in request must 
include a check or money order 
made payable to the Town of 
Ware for the correct amount. 
Please contact the Town Clerk’s 
office at 413-967-9648 exten-
sion 177 if you failed to license 
last year. 

Please provide the Town 
Clerk’s office with a self-ad-
dressed, postage paid envelope 
if you are licensing through the 
mail or using the drop box. Be 
sure to put adequate postage on 
the envelope if you are licens-
ing more than one dog.

It is also recommended that 
you use a business sized enve-
lope as the license and tag(s) 
must fit in the envelope when 
they are returned to you.

Mail the request to: Town 
Clerk, 126 Main St., Suite F, 
Ware, MA 01082

Please note there is a blue 
drop box outside the Town Hall 
which may be used to drop off 
your information, but you must 
provide a self-addressed post-
age paid envelope for this also.

If you are licensing a dog 
or dogs for the first time the 
information needed is the name 
of the owner, street and mail-
ing address if different; a tele-
phone number and a Rabies 
Certificate issued to you by the 
veterinarian; a Spayed/Neutered 
Certificate unless it is stipulat-
ed on the Rabies Certificate; 
a check made payable to the 
Town of Ware for the appropri-
ate fee; and a self-addressed, 
postage paid envelope.

2024 dog licenses available and due by March 31

warerivernews.turley.com
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public notices
Town of Ware

Notice of Public Hearing
Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
SP-2024-01

NOTICE i s  here-
b y  g iv e n  t h a t  t h e 
Ware  Zoning Board 
of Appeals, acting as 
t h e  S p e c i a l  P e r m i t 
Granting Authority, will 
hold a Public Hearing 
o n  W E D N E S D AY, 
FEBRUARY 21, 2024 
at 7:00pm on the appli-
ca t ion  o f  ReSource 
Waste Services of Ware 
LLC, for a Request for 
Modification of Approval 
Special Permit (SP-2024-
01) regarding approved 
existing Special Permits 
(SP-2001-01, SP-2013-
01, SP-2014-01) under 
Section 4.8.5, of the 
Zoning Bylaw, and pur-
suant to MGL Chapter 
40A. Pursuant to Chapter 
22 of the Acts of 2022, 
this hearing will be con-
ducted in person and via 
remote means, in accor-
dance with applicable law. 
This means that members 
of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals as well as mem-
bers of the public may 
access this meeting in per-
son, or via virtual means. 
In person attendance will 
be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, 126 Main 
Street, Town Hall, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that 
any or all members of the 
public body may attend 
remotely, with in-person 
attendance consisting of 
members of public. The 
meeting may be accessed 
remotely via zoom. Go 
to https://zoom.us/join 
or join by phone. Phone 
Number: 929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 784 604 
1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  
198 East Street, Ware, 
MA. Said premises being 
further described in deeds 
recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds, 
Book 10452, Page 147. 
Property is also identified 
as Assessor’s Parcel # 
24-0-16. Zoned: Highway 
Commercial (HC).

A complete copy of the 
application can be found 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
and on the Planning & 
Community Development 
Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone 
interested or wishing to be 
heard on the application 
should appear at the time 
and place designated. 

WARE ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

Lewis Iadarola, 
Chairman

02/01, 02/08/2024

SECTION 00100
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS
The Town of Hardwick, 

MA, herein after called 
Owner, is accepting sealed 
bids for the following proj-
ect:

PROJECT NO. 2B- 
GILBERTVILLE 

WPCF UPGRADES 
PROJECT

The work consists of 
replacement of existing 
mechanical aerators, new 
secondary clarifier flow 
distribution structure, sec-
ondary clarification system 
mechanical upgrades, new 
UV disinfection system, 
sludge pumping system 
upgrades, new chemi-
cal feed systems, exist-
ing building architectural 
upgrades, instrumentation 
and control/SCADA sys-
tem modifications, electri-
cal upgrades and new main 
electrical service, new 

backup power system, site 
restoration and paving and 
replacement of site fenc-
ing.

Copies of the Bid 
Document s  may  be 
obtained by emailing DPC 
Engineering, LLC, at bid-
ding@dpcengineering.
com. Questions should 
also be directed to this 
location. Bid Document 
packages will be emailed 
to vendors upon request.  
Addenda will be emailed 
to registered plan holders.  
Failure to not acknowledge 
addenda may result in a 
bid rejection.

A  non-manda to ry 
in-person pre-bid confer-
ence will be held at 12:00 
p.m.  on Wednesday 
February 14, 2024. To 
ensure fairness in the bid-
ding process, no verbal 
questions received during 
the conference will be 
answered and all inquiries 
must be submitted in writ-
ing via email. The pre-bid 
conference will begin at 
the following location: 

GILBERTVILLE 
WPCF 

64 MILL ROAD, 
GILBERTVILLE, 

MA 01031
B i d s  s h o u l d  b e 

labeled ‘Project No. 2B 
– Gilbertville WPCF 
Upgrades Project’, fol-
lowed by the bidder’s com-
pany name, address and 
contact name. Bids should 
be delivered to:
TOWN OF HARDWICK 

TOWN HALL 
307 MAIN STREET, 
GILBERTVILLE, 

MA 01031
ATTN: BOARD OF 

SELECTMEN
Bids will be received 

until the bid deadline of 
2:00 p.m. on Wednesday 
March 13, 2024.  Late 
bids will be rejected.  
Immediately following 
the bid deadline, bids will 
be publicly opened in the 
same building. All bidders 
shall furnish with their bid 
a mandatory bid guaran-
tee in the form of a bid 
bond, certified check, trea-
surer’s check or cashier’s 
check issued by a respon-
sible bank or trust com-
pany in the amount of 5% 
of the total amount of the 
bid made payable to the 
Owner. Performance and 
Payment Bonds, in the full 
amount of the Contract 
price, will be required of 
the Successful Bidder.

Sealed Bids from 
Subcontractors addressed 
as referenced above will 
be received until 2:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday February 
28, 2024 and then publicly 
opened.  Sub-Bids with the 
required Bid deposit will 
be received for the follow-
ing items of work:

Subtrades
- Electrical 
- Painting
- Masonry 
- Roofing and Flashing
-Heating, Ventilation & 

Air-Conditioning
The time period for 

holding Bids,  where 
Federal approval is not 
required is 30  days, 
Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays excluded, 
after opening of Bids.

M i n i m u m  Wa g e 
Rates as determined by 
the Commissioner of 
Department of Workforce 
D eve l o p m e n t  u n d e r 
the provision of the 
Massachusetts General 
Laws,  Chapter  149, 
Section 26 to 27D, as 
amended, apply to this 
project. It is the respon-
sibility of the Contractor, 

before Bid opening, to 
request if necessary, any 
additional information on 
Minimum Wage Rates for 
those trades people who 
may be employed for the 
proposed Work under this 
Contract.

All Bids for this project 
are subject to and will be 
evaluated and awarded in 
accordance the provisions 
of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 149, Section 
44A - 44J inclusive, as 
amended. The Awarding 
Authority reserves the 
right to reject any or all 
bids, waive informalities, 
and to award the contract 
in the best interest of the 
Owner.

In accordance with 
Section 44D of Chapter 
149 of the General Laws 
of Massachusetts  as 
amended, the prospective 
General Bidders and Filed 
Sub-Bidders shall submit 
with their Bid, a certificate 
of eligibility issued by the 
Division of Capital Asset 
Management (DCAMM), 
showing that the Bidder 
has been approved to bid 
on projects of the size and 
nature as advertised here-
in. Prospective General 
Bidders and Filed Sub-
Bidders shall also sub-
mit an updated statement 
summarizing their record 
for the period between the 
latest DCAMM certificate 
and the date of the Bid 
submittal. The DCAMM 
certificate of eligibili-
ty to be submitted by the 
General Bidder shall be 
in one of the categories 
of work noted below. The 
DCAMM certificate of 
eligibility to be submitted 
by the Filed Sub-Bidder 
shall be for the categories 
of work for which they 
are submitting.  The Filed 
Sub-Bid categories for this 
project are noted in the 
table below.  If no Filed 
Sub-Bid categories are 
noted in the table below 
the value of any sub-
trade from the Engineers 
Opinion of Probable Costs 
fell below the statutory 
limit outlined in Section 
44D of Chapter 149 of 
the General Laws of 
Massachusetts as amend-
ed.  
DCAMM Certificate of 
Eligibility Requirements

General Bidder
Sewage and Water 

Treatment Plants
Filed Sub-Bidder

Electr ical ,  HVAC, 
Pa i n t i n g ,  M a s o n r y, 
Roofing and Flashing

Owner reserves the 
right to waive any infor-
mality in or to reject any or 
all Bids, or to accept any 
Bid which in their opinion, 
is in the public interest to 
do so.

This project is fund-
ed by the United States 
Department of Agriculture, 
Rura l  Deve lopment . 
Section 00800 contains the 
funding program construc-
tion contract requirements, 
all of which shall be appli-
cable to this Contract.

Section 746 of Title 
VII of the Consolidated 
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  A c t 
of 2017 (Division A 
-  Agriculture,  Rural 
Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2017) 
and subsequent stat-
utes mandating domes-
tic preference applies an 
American Iron and Steel 
requirement to this proj-
ect. All listed iron and 
steel products used in 
this project must be pro-

duced in the United States.  
The term “iron and steel 
products” means the fol-
lowing products made 
primarily of iron or steel: 
lined or unlined pipes and 
fittings, manhole cov-
ers and other municipal 
castings, hydrants, tanks, 
flanges, pipe clamps and 
restraints, valves, structur-
al steel, reinforced precast 
concrete, and construction 
materials. The deminimis 
and minor components 
waiver apply to this con-
tract.
TOWN OF HARDWICK, 

MASSACHUSETTS
Consulting Engineer:
DPC Engineering, LLC
02/01/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampshire Probate and 

Family Court
15 Atwood Drive

Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500

Docket No. 
HS24C0011CA 

In the matter of: 
Jayden Lee Hall
CITATION ON 
PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been 
filed by Jayden Lee Hall 
of Ware, MA request-
ing that the court enter a 
Decree changing their 
name to: 

Jayden Lee Perkins
 IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampshire 
Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
02/20/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Diana S. Velez Harris, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date:  January 23, 2024

Mark S. Ames
Temporary Register

02/01/2024

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Hampshire, ss
Probate Court 
HS23P0238PM

To all persons interested 
in the estate of MELANIE 
METTIG of Chicopee in 
said County of Hampshire, 
a person under conservator-
ship. 

A petition has been pre-
sented to said Court for 
license to sell at private sale 
certain real estate of said 
MELANIE METTIG , 
located in Hampshire County 
for her maintenance. 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attor-
ney should file a written 
appearance in said Court, 
at Northampton, in said 
County of Hampshire before 
ten o’clock in the forenoon 
on the Twenty-First day of 
February, 2024, the return 
day of this citation. 

Witness, Diana S. Velez 
Harris, Esquire, Judge of 

said Court, this tenth day of 
January 2024.

Michael J. Carey, 
Register

02/01/2024

Tonw of Hardwick
Notice of Public Hearing

NATIONAL GRID/
VERIZON

February 12, 2024
AT 6:30P.M.

In  accordance  wi th 
the provisions of Section 
22, Chapter 166 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
you are hereby notified that 
a public hearing will be held 
at the Hardwick Municipal 
Office Building, 307 Main 
St. Gilbertville, MA   on the 
12th of February, 2024 at 
6:30PM on the petition of 
National Grid/Verizon New 
England request permission 
to locate, poles, wires, and 
fixtures including the neces-
sary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures along and across 
a public way: North Rd and 
Taylor Hill Rd
02/01/2024

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

24 SM 000274
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Heirs, Devisees, and 

Legal Representatives 
of the Estate of Linda 
Picard; Anthony Picard; 
Stephen Richard Picard; 
D a n n y  W.  P i c a r d ; 
Danielle M. Stewart

and to all persons enti-
tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 
50 § 3901 (et seq):

Citizens Bank, N.A. 
f /k/a RBS Citizens, 
N.A. s/b/m Charter One 
Bank, N.A. f/k/a Charter 
One Bank F.S.B. s/b/m 
Albank, FSB

claiming to have an 
interest in a Mortgage 
covering real proper-
ty in Ware, numbered 
57 Warebrook Drive, 
given by Emil Lumbis to 
Albank, FSB, dated July 
15, 1997, and record-
ed at Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds in 
Book 5156, Page 1, 
has /have  f i l ed  wi th 
this court a complaint 
for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or 
recently have been, in the 
active military service 
of the United States of 
America, then you may 
be entitled to the benefits 
of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure 
of the above-mentioned 
property on that basis, 
then you or your attor-
ney must file a written 
appearance and answer 
in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square , 
Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before March 4, 2024 or 
you may lose the opportu-

nity to challenge the fore-
closure on the grounds of 
noncompliance with the 
Act.

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER, Chief Justice of 
said Court on January 22, 
2024.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
02/01/2024

Trial Court of 
Massachusetts The 

Superior Court 
Dennis P. McManus

Clerk of Courts
Worcester County

Worcester 
Superior Court 
225 Main Street 

Worcester, MA 01608
DOCKET NUMBER

2485CV88 D
ORDER OF NOTICE 
BY PUBLICATION

Cornerstone Bank f/k/a 
Spencer Savings Bank

vs.
Patricia A Swistak 
TO :  Pa t r i c i a  A . 

Swistak ,  al l  in said 
Commonweal th ;  and 
to  a l l  persons ent i -
tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
App. §501 et seq.: 

Cornerstone Bank 
f/k/a Spencer Savings 
Bank

claiming to have an 
interest in a Mortgage 
covering real proper-
ty in MA, known and 
numbered as 2186 Main 
Street,  West Warren, 
MA given by Patricia A. 
Swistak to Cornerstone 
Bank  f /k /a  Spencer 
Savings  Bank dated 
8/21/13, and recorded in 
Worcester County District 
Registry of Deeds, in 
Book 51404, Page 158 
has /have  f i l ed  wi th 
this court a Complaint 
for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
servicemember status.

 If you now are, or 
recently have been, in 
active military service 
of the United States of 
America, then you may be 
entitled to the benefits of 
the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act. If you object 
to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned proper-
ty on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and answer in this court 
at Worcester Superior 
Court on or before 3/6/24 
or may lose the opportu-
nity to challenge the fore-
closure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the 
Act.

Witness ,  Heidi E. 
Brieger, Esquire, Chief 
Justice of the Superior 
Court ,  at  Worcester, 
Massachusetts, this 24th 
day of January, 2024.

Dennis P. McManus
Clerk of Courts

Paul Mullan
First Assistant Clerk

02/01/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
pouimette@turley.com

Scan QR Code

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Ware River News

Nomination papers 
available for annual 

town elections
WARREN/WEST BROOKFIELD
WARREN/WEST BROOKFIELD – Town 

Clerk Laura J. Stockley announced that nomina-
tion papers are available on Monday, Feb. 5 for 
the annual town election, which will be held on 
Tuesday, May 7.

These papers must be filed with the Board of 
Registrars in the Town Clerk’s office for certifica-
tion on or before Tuesday, March 19 at 5 p.m. The 
final day to withdraw as a candidate is Thursday, 
April 4 at 5 p.m. 

Appearing on the ballot will be the follow-
ing positions: Selectmen, three-year term; Board 
of Health, three-year term; Assessor, three-year 
term; Park Commissioner, three-year term; 
Cemetery Commissioner, three-year term; Sewer 
Commissioner, three-year term; Planning Board, 
five-year term; Housing Authority, five-year 
term; Housing Authority, two-year term; and Tree 
Warden, three-year term.

The Quaboag Regional School District positions 
will also be incorporated on the town ballot. Two 
members from the Town of Warren for three-year 
term and two members from the Town of West 
Brookfield for a three-year term.

Nomination papers for School Committee are 
available on Feb. 6 at the Superintendent’s office 
at 284 Old West Brookfield Road. The deadline 
for returning these papers is Friday, March 22 by 4 
p.m.

The last day to register to vote before the town 
election is Saturday, April 27 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at 
the Town Clerk’s office in the Shepard Municipal 
Building, 48 High St.

HARDWICK
HARDWICK – Nomination papers for the May 

4 annual town election are now available. 
The last day to obtain and submit nomination 

papers to the Board of Registrars for certification 
is Friday, March 15 by 5 p.m.; the last day to file 
nomination papers with the Town Clerk is Friday, 
March 29 by 5 p.m.; the last day to object or with-
draw nomination papers is Tuesday, April 2, by 5 
p.m.; the last day to register voters for the annual 
town election is Wednesday, April 24 by 5 p.m.; 
and the last day to apply to vote by mail is Monday, 
April 29 by 5 p.m.

Voter registration
Voter registration is available at the Myron E. 

Richardson Building, 307 Main St. on Wednesday, 
April 24 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. This is the last day and 
hour to register voters who wish to vote at the annu-
al town election.  Mail-in voter registrations will be 
accepted if postmarked no later than the April 24 
deadline. 

Financial statements 
Financial statements must be filed by all can-

didates for election by the following dates even if 
the candidate has no financial activity to report: 
pre-election report, eight days prior to election, 
Friday, April 26; and post-election report, 30 days 
after election, Monday, June 3.

Offices for election 
Offices up for election and those currently hold-

ing office are as follows: Selectman, H. Robert 
Ruggles, three-year term; Assessor, Kathryn W. 
Hosley, three-year term; Board of Health, Judith 
Berg Kohn, three-year term; Paige Agricultural 
Fund Trustee, Halley T. Stillman, five-year term; 
Paige Memorial Library Trustee (three positions), 
Christopher M. Buelow, three-year term, Jennifer E. 
Garvey, three-year term, unexpired term, one-year 
term; K-12 Quabbin Regional School Committee 
Member, Kristyl B. Kelly, three-year term; 
Planning Board(two positions), Erik L. Fleming, 
three-year term; and William R. Cole, three-year 
term.

WARE
WARE – Nomination papers for the annual town 

election on April 8 are now available to any inter-
ested individual who are registered voters in the 
Town of Ware.

Nomination papers are available for the follow-
ing elected offices which will appear on the annual 
town election ballot of April 8: Selectboard, two 
for three year terms; Moderator, one for a three 
year term; School Committee, two for three year 
terms; Board of Assessors, one for a three year 
term; Board of Health, one for a three year term; 
Cemetery Commissioner, one for a three year term; 
Park Commissioner, one for a three year term; 
Planning Board, one for a five year term; Planning 
Board, one (unexpired) for a three year term; and 
Ware Housing Authority, one for a five year term.

All incumbent office holders have been notified 
of their terms expiration. 

Current office holders are as follows: 
Selectboard – Caitilin McCarthy and Keith 
Kruckas; Moderator – Kathleen H. Coulombe; 
School Committee – Michael Foran and Julie 
Slattery; Board of Assessors – Deven Peterson; 
Board of Health – John A. Desmond; Cemetery 
Commiss ione r  –  Cra ig  S immons ;  Pa rk 
Commissioner – Kimberly Swarts; Planning Board 
– Edward Murphy; Ware Housing Authority – 
vacant seat.

Craig Simmons will not be seeking reelection 
for the position of Cemetery Commissioner

Nomination papers are available at the Town 
Clerk’s Office daily Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. The deadline to obtain and return nomi-
nation papers is Friday, Feb. 16 at 5 p.m.

Information about the town election is also post-
ed on the Town of Ware’s website, www.townof-
ware.com, under “News & Notices.”

If you are interested or have a question, please 
call the Town Clerk, Nancy J. Talbot at 413-967-
9648 extension 103.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

SEE OUR STORE ON AMAZON!
BILL’S BEST DEALS!!!
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
SLEDS, TOBOGGANS & TUBES! 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
DAILY DEALS!!!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

West Brookfield Ranch - $315,000
3 bedroom, 1 bath Ranch on 
1.12 acre lot in West Brookfield. 
Located walking distance to the 
center of town to enjoy the sum-
mer concerts and weekly farmer 
markets. This would be a fantastic 
starter home or for someone look-
ing to downsize. Laundry and workshop in basement. The one 
car garage under the home has a Modine heater. This home 
is in move-in condition and just waiting for you to call it home!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING - $419,900
69 BLUE BELL ROAD, WORCESTER, MA 

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3,  11 - 1 
Easy one level living in this charming 
Ranch located in the Burncoat area 
of Worcester. Kitchen offers granite 
counter tops with brand new 
appliances. Fireplace in living room 
with large bay window that lets in 
plenty of natural sunlight. Dining 
area is perfect for entertaining. 
Great four season room offers additional living area with numerous possibilities 
and leads to a back deck overlooking a spacious back yard with mature 
plantings. Recent updates include refinished floors and fresh paint. Attached 
carport provides additional storage. Quick close possible. This will not last!

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

4-DAY 
BOOTHBAY 

HARBOR VACATION
 June 11-14, 2024

Call now – Availability Limited!

March 16 .... Frozen at P.P.A.C. ............................... $130
May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

health wellness
NETWORK

DEADL INE

January 31, 2024
PUBL ICAT ION DATE

February 21, 2024

TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN 
12 TURLEY NEWSPAPERS

THE REGISTER • COUNTRY JOURNAL  
THE CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 

WARE RIVER NEWS • BARRE GAZETTE 
THE BELCHERTOWN SENTINEL

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
THE SUN  •  TOWN REMINDER

QUABOAG CURRENT

Local Health 
Professionals

AN ANNUAL SOURCE OFAN ANNUAL SOURCE OF

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

NEW FORMAT

MAGAZINE SIZE

Football fan favorites
Level up your football feast with 
some crowd-pleasing favorites.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order at FarmerMatt.com or 
508-980-7085.

Pre-order online and pick up at the farm 
in time for playoff excitement.

Farmer Matt now open Wednesdays 11a-7p

PUBL ICAT ION DATE 

February 14, 2023

THE ROAD TO

T O  B E  I N C L U D E D  I N  1 2  T U R L E Y  N E W S P A P E R S

THE REGISTER   ❙   BARRE GAZETTE    ❙   CHICOPEE REGISTER   ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE SUN   ❙   WARE RIVER NEWS   ❙   THE SENTINEL  ❙   COUNTRY JOURNAL   ❙   QUABOAG CURRENT

TOWN REMINDER   ❙   WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES   ❙    AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS

Tax Laws • Retirement Planning • Lawyers • Financial Advisors 
Debt Management • Banking • Insurance • Funeral Pre-Planning 

Estate Planning • Social Security • Medicare • BudgetingFEBRUARY 2024
A SPECIAL
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

Can you feel the love? Farmer 
Matt’s Valentine’s Special
Celebrate love with Our Valentine’s Dinner. 
Your choice of filet mignon or salmon. Served 
with sautéed green beans, duchess potatoes, 
chocolate-covered strawberries, bacon-wrapped 
dates, and a delightful flourless chocolate cake.
This four-course meal is gluten free.

FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085 


