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By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

HARDWICK – A special 
town meeting was held in the 
Select Board’s meeting room 
at the municipal building in 
Gilbertville last Thursday 
evening. 

There were three articles 
on the warrant, including 

finding money for a police 
cruiser, finding money for 
a new boiler at Hardwick 
Elementary School, and 
authorizing the town  to 
maintain a portion of the 
Mass Central Rail Trail in 
Gilbertville. 

Police cruiser article
The first article was to 

transfer money from the 
capital stabilization fund for 
the purchase of a new police 
cruiser at a cost of $39,718. 
Capital Planning Committee 
chair Mark Korzec said the 
committee voted unanimous-
ly to approve the purchase. 
Select Board Vice-Chair 
William Tinker said the town 
received a grant which paid 

for half the cost of the cruis-
er. 

When asked about the 
reason why the town needs 
a new cruiser, Chief of 
Police Kevin Landine said 
it is typical to replace cruis-
ers after they reach 100,000 
miles, and the vehicle being 
replaced has 135,000 miles 
on it. 

“It’s starting to break 
down,” Landine said.

Landine was also asked by 
a resident about why officers 
bring the cruisers home with 
them. He said that having the 
vehicle on site quickens the 
response time in emergen-
cies. 

The motion to transfer the 
funds to purchase the cruiser 

passed by majority. 

Boiler replacement
The second article was 

to appropriate funds for the 
purchase of a boiler for the 
elementary school, at a cost 
of $59,573.73, with the spec-

Boiler article failed to pass at STM; new cruiser OK’d

United Church 
collects cans of 
soup for Jubilee 
Cupboard

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The United 
Church of Ware, 49 Church 
St., is hosting a soup can 
drive to benefit the Jubilee 
Cupboard. 

Kelly Trim has been 
a member of the United 
Church of Ware since 1995, 
and talked about the vari-
ous missions the church has 
been involved in. According 
to Trim, the United Church 
of Ware and its members 
have done various missions 
over the years. 

This year, during the 
winter, the church has cho-
sen to participate in Souper 

Bowl of Caring Soup Drive, 
which began in the early 
1990s. Souper Bowl of 
Caring happens nationwide 
as thousands of groups and 
food charities across the 
country come together to 
tackle hunger and provide 
canned goods to those in 
need. 

The drive is done during 
wintertime and around 
when the Super Bowl takes 
place. Trim shared that one 
year the United Church of 
Ware participated in a soup 
can drive and raised 800 
cans. 

“Soup is a hug on the 
inside,” Trim said. 

The church is happy 
to bring this drive back to 
support the community. 
This soup can drive hasn’t 
been done in a few years 
but has now returned in 
2026. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

Edi tor’s  Note:  The 
Special  Town Meeting 
originally scheduled for 
Monday, Feb. 2 has been 
postponed, and will now 
be held on Monday, March 
2 at 6:30 p.m. at the Ware 
High School auditorium.

W A R E  –  T h e 
Selec tboard  met  wi th 
members of the Finance 
Committee and Moderator 
Kathleen Coulombe to 
review the articles on the 
warrant of the Special 
Town Meeting.

At the Jan. 20 meet-
ing, Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley said if Free Cash 
was not certified in time, 
the town meeting would 
need to be postponed and 
rescheduled. 

Article 1 will ask vot-
ers to approve the payment 

of unpaid bills from a pre-
vious fiscal year totaling 
$306.91.

Article 2 will ask vot-
ers to amend or adjust line 
items on the fiscal year 
2026 budget using available 
Free Cash in the amount 
of $27,500 to Treasurer 
Purchase of  Services; 
Sewer Reserve, $24,500 to 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Operator Salaries; and 
Water Reserve, $80,000 to 
Water Purchase of Services. 

Articles 3, 4 and 5 
will ask voters to trans-
fer 15% of Free Cash to 
Other Post-Employment 
Benefits Liability Trust 
Fund, 5% of Free Cash 
to the Stabilization Fund; 
and 5% of Free Cash to the 
Capital Stabilization Fund, 
respectively. Beckley said 
the Free Cash amounts are 
unknown at this time and 

OF CARING
Souper Bowlwl Selectboard and 

FinCom reviewed 
STM articles

The United Church of Ware is collecting cans of soup to ben-
efit the Jubilee Cupboard. Drop off spot is in the lobby of the 
church, 49 Church St. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – There 
was a lot happening at the 
Paige Memorial Library in 
Hardwick this past weekend. 

During the winter on 
Saturdays, the library is 
pleased to welcome back 
Pam Hinckley who offers 

activities for kids and adults. 
On Saturdays, Hinckley 

offers a sewing workshop for 
kids where children will learn 
basic sewing and embroi-
dery skills and then introduce 
them to learning how to use a 
sewing machine. This work-
shop is for kids aged 7-12 
and Hinckley feels sewing is 
a good life skill for kids to 
learn. 

Each kid is supplied with 
their own sewing kit as well 
as a stitch book. Library 
Director Julie Bullock was 
amazed by the phenome-
nal work Hinckley does and 
how much fun both the kids 
and adults have during these 
workshops. 

“There’s so much laugh-
ing and teaching going on,” 
Bullock said. 

The adults craft group is a 
group of folks who can come 
in every week and work on 
a project. Many of the adults 
bring their own project to 

Sewing, crafting and nature journaling at library

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE –  The  War e 
Library Children’s Room 
hosted a Saturday Morning 
Craft this past weekend. 

With Valentine’s Day 
right around the corner, 
Children’s Librarian Cathy 
Goulet prepped the room for 
a heart-themed craft. This 
morning craft features heart 
window decorations. 

“These could hang by the 
window or be decorations,” 
Goulet said. 

The parts to a heart win-
dow included self-adhesive 
gems, heart shaped deco-
rations, embroidery hoops, 
buttons, stickers, confetti 
and stamps. It is all up to the 
crafters’ imagination on how 
they put their heart window 

decorations togeth-
er. 

These heart 
window crafts 
would  make 
excellent dec-
o r a t i o n s  b y 
your window or 
would make a 
cute Valentine’s 
Day gif t .  The 
Saturday Moring 
Craft had over 10 
people in attendance 
decorating these heart 
windows. 

The hearts of various 
designs were donated to the 
Ware Library. 

To give the crafters an 
idea of how they turn out, 
Goulet made some samples 
of heart window decorations. 
Kids also stuck around after 
crafting to explore the library 
and read with their parents. 

Upcoming activities at 
the Ware Library include 
events during school break 
in February.  Storytime & 
Craft with Miss Cathy will 
be held on Tuesday, Feb. 17 

Crafters made heart window decorations 

at 10:30 a.m. This activity is 
for ages 2 to 5.  

Wildlife on Wheels makes 
its return to the Ware Library 
on Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 3:30 
p.m. This is an education-

al outreach program where 
animal ambassadors from 
the Zoo in Forest Park in 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Examples of heart window decorations were made by 
Children’s Librarian Cathy Goulet. INSET: A nicely crafted 
heart window decoration was made by Kaylah.

Each kid is provided with a 
sewing kit and a stitch book 

to learn various patterns. 

Ware 
STM to be 
postponed

WARE – The Special 
Town Meeting scheduled 
for Monday, Feb. 2 will 
be postponed.  According 
to Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley, the town has not 
finalized and certified the 
funding needed to pay 
for Town Meeting’s 15 
articles. Town Moderator 
Kathleen Coulombe, 
Town Cle rk  Nancy 
Talbot and Beckley will 
be present on Monday 
to postpone the meeting 
only.  

The proposed new 
date for the Special Town 
Meeting is Monday, 
March 2 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Ware High School 
auditorium.

Please see ARTICLES, 
page 5

Please see SOUPER 
BOWL, page 3

Please see HARDWICK 
BOS, page 6

Please see CRAFTERS, 
page 6

Please see PAIGE, page 7
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Each week the Ware River 
News digs into its submitted 
photo archives and selects a 

people photo to publish. 
We need your help to help 

identify those pictured.

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony

JUMP   ❙   page ?

GRANITE   ❙   page 17

Saluting Our Local Heroes★
★★

★

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice

Turley staff photo
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PELLET STOVES  •  FIREPLACES • REPAIRS  

MAINTENANCE  •  CURTAINS  •  BLINDS

UPHOLSTERY • CARPET  •  HARDWOOD FLOORS 

TILING•  LAMINATE  •  DECKS • PATIOS  •  GARDENS  

SPAS •  LIGHTING •  TREES  •  FLOWERS  • BUSHES  

ACCENT PLANTS  •  SEASONAL DECOR  •  GRILLS

FIREPITS  •  OUTDOOR SPACES  •  FURNITURE 

HANDYMAN • MAID SERVICES   •  CARPENTERS 

INSECT CONTROL • EFFICIENCY EXPERTS

ORGANIZERS  •  QUICK FIXES

homehomeSpringSpring

homehome
gardengarden

lawnlawn
familyfamily

Your Guide
to Local
SummerSummer
Activities Activities & Vacation & Vacation DestinationsDestinations

Place 
your ad 
in New 

England’s#1 Summer 
Activity 

Guide

A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO

JUNE 2026

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills.  
Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 2023 

showed members of Ware High 
School Class of 2024 at the 

annual craft fair fundraiser.
If you recognize the folks in this 
week’s photo, please send their 

names and your full name to 
pouimette@turley.com.

WARE – Pat Skutnik, 
President of Friends of Ware 
Town Hall, announced they 
will soon be selling Spring 
Lotto Calendars to raise 
money to restore the beautiful 
large windows in the Great 
Room of the Town Hall.

“This is a huge project for 
us but a very necessary one,” 
Skutnik said. “The calen-
dar was a fun and successful 
fundraiser for us in the past, 
and we are once again offer-
ing cash prizes ranging from 
$25 to one $500 prize on the 
final day of drawing, April 
30. The cost of each calendar 
is $10 and there are multiple 
chances to win since winning 
stubs will be put back into 
the drawing.”

Sales will begin Feb. 1 
and will continue through 
March 31. Drawings will be 
made weekly beginning April 
1 and winners will be notified 

by phone.
Skutnik further stated the 

calendars are not only fun 
to buy for yourself, but they 
make wonderful Valentine’s 
Day or birthday gifts, or “just 
a nice surprise for anyone. 
Everybody loves a game of 
chance.”

Calendars may be pur-
chased from members of 
Fr iends  of  Ware  Town 
Hall, as well as the follow-
ing locations in town: Ware 
Town Hall, Town Clerk’s 
Office; It’s Wine O’clock; 
Crystal Springs Dairy Bar; 
Ware River Club; Ware 
Senior Center;  Changes 
Hair Design; Ware Library; 
Moulton Insurance Agency; 
Nat Falk; Otto Florist; and 
Silhouettes on Main.

Anyone who would like 
to purchase a calendar but is 
unable to do so locally can 
mail a check for $10, pay-

able to Friends of Ware 
Town Hall, along with their 
address and phone number 
to: Friends of Ware Town 
Hall, P.O. Box 692, Ware, 
MA 01082. The calendar will 
be mailed to you.

Skutnik added, “We have 
recently been notified by Big 
Y that $1 from each sale of 
their reusable tote bags sold 
at the West Street, Ware store 
under the sign with our name 
during the month of February 
will be donated to the Friends 
of Ware Town Hall – what a 
generous gesture! A strong, 
reusable tote bag with a 
Lotto Calendar inserted 
inside makes a perfect gift! 
We thank all the people who 
have supported us in the past, 
we know they share our love 
for this historic building and 
we hope they will continue to 
support us…good luck to all 
who purchase a calendar!”

Friends of Ware Town Hall 
offer Spring Lotto Calendars

HARDWICK – Explore 
the depth of human emotion 
and connection this February. 
Nova Linea Contemporary 
Dance will present “some 
wounds never heal” at The 
Center at Eagle Hill, 242 Old 
Petersham Road on Saturday, 
Feb. 7 at 7 p.m.

N o v a  L i n e a 
Contemporary Dance is 
Wisconsin’s premier con-
temporary dance company. 
Known for their emotional-
ly-provocative performances, 
it is Nova Linea’s mission to 
provide accessible and relat-
able stories through dance to 
the communities it performs 
for. 

Nova Linea has a local 
connection as well – Avree 
Gundersen, a dancer with the 
company, grew up dancing 
in West Brookfield at Betty 
Gundersen Studio of Dance.

In this evening of dance, 
Nova Linea will present 
“some wounds never heal”. 
Choreographed by Artistic 
Director Jared Baker, this 
piece delves into the emo-
tional landscape of loss, por-
traying a poignant story of 

feeling frozen and unable to 
move forward. It examines 
how grief shapes us, posing 
profound questions about 
resilience and healing. 

The piece emphasizes 
the importance of commu-
nity and empathy, inviting 
the audience to reflect on 
their own experiences and 
find solace in shared under-
standing. This powerful work 
encourages us to confront 

our pain, seek connection, 
and leave with a renewed 
sense of strength.

Tickets are $35 for adults, 
$30 for student and seniors. 
The Center also offers dis-
counted $10 t ickets  to 
EBT cardholders through 
Massachusetts’  Card to 
Culture Program. 

For tickets and informa-
tion, visit www.thecenter-
ateaglehill.org or call the 

Box Office at 413-477-6746.

About The Center
The Center at Eagle Hill 

is a performance venue in 
central Massachusetts pre-
senting world class music, 
dance, theatre, and comedy. 
For more information about 
this, and other events please 
visit our website at www.
thecenterateaglehill.org. 

Submitted Photo

Nova Linea Contemporary Dance will present “some wounds never heal” at The Center at 
Eagle Hill on Saturday, Feb. 7. 

Local dancer returns with professional dance company

community

The Ware River News will gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To request a correction, send information to 
pouimett@turley.com, or call 967-3505. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Ware River News, Attn: Editor, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

WARE – The Annual 
Town Election will be held 
on Monday, April 13.

O ff i c e s  w h i c h  w i l l 
appear on the ballot are: 
Selectboard,  three-year 
term, vote for two; School 
Commit tee ,  th ree-year 
term, vote for one; Board 
of Assessors, three-year 
term, vote for one; Board of 
Assessors, one year unex-
pired term, vote for one; 
Board of Health, three-year 
term, vote for one; Park 
Commissioner, three-year 
term, vote for one; Cemetery 
Commissioner, three-year 
term, vote for one; Planning 
Board, five-year term, vote 
for one; Ware Housing 
Authority, five-year term, 
vote for one

The last date to register 
to vote is Friday, April 3. 
The last date to obtain and 
file nomination papers (49 
days prior to the Annual 
Town Election) is Monday, 
Feb. 23 by 5 p.m. 

The last date to file nomi-
nation papers with the Town 
Clerk (35 days prior to the 
Annual Town Election) 
is Monday, March 9. The 
last date to object to fil-
ing of nomination papers 
or withdrawal of papers 
filed (33 days prior to the 
Annual Town Election) is 
Wednesday, March 11.

The last date for file an 
application for Vote by Mail 
(five business days prior to 
the Annual Town Election) 
is Monday, April 6 by 5 p.m. 

Anyone interested in 
running for public office 
must be a registered voter 
in Ware.

Nomination Papers may 
be picked up as of Jan. 18 
during normal business 
hours – Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday or Friday from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Questions may be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk, Nancy 
J. Talbot, at 413-967-9648 
extension 103.

Nomination papers for 
election now available 
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, January 31st ~ 7pm-11pm

Country
Rock

Upcoming Events
Saturday, February 14th

7pm-11pm

Pure Country

Fridays

Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

WORK DAYS
Saturdays 9 am to 1 pm

Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28

COME ON SATURDAYS 
& DRIVE A TRAIN!

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

community

Staff Report

WARE – On Tuesday 
e v e n i n g  t h e  W a r e 
Infrastructure Assessment 
Committee met to hear 
updates on ongoing projects.  

Kenneth Willette pre-
sented a survey that will be 
mailed to residents to gath-
er perceptions regarding 
the Town’s water system.  
Residents will receive the 
survey in the mailed annual 
town census.  

The survey will also be 
available on the Town’s 
website, www.townofware.
com.

Members were intro-
duced Ken Calder, interim 
director of public works, 
and John Stanton the Water/
Sewer operations manag-
er. Calder gave an update 
on the project to restore 
and repaint the two Town 
water tanks.  The work at 
the Church Street tank has 
been completed, but the 
department is working on 
a list of requirements pro-

vided by the Department of 
Environmental Protection, 
including fencing and tree 
removal.  

Jeff Falkner of the engi-
neering firm Tighe and 
Bond stated that the work 
on the Anderson Road tank 
will continue in the Spring. 
Generators will be added to 
each tank.  

The Committee reviewed 
lessons learned from the 
Church Street project to be 
considered for the Anderson 
tank. The Town’s bi-annual 
flushing will continue after 
the tank projects are com-
plete in spring. Flushing did 
not occur in the fall.

The town is working with 
Tighe and Bond to place two 
wells that were drilled 10 
years ago online. A required 
pump test has been approved 
by DEP for the week of Feb. 
9.  This will test how the 
groundwater  and existing 
wells will react when the 
pumps are in operation.  

The preliminary design 
for connecting the wells to 

the pump station and aban-
doning the cistern is under-
way. The cistern contributes 
to some of the town’s water 
quality issues, according 
to Falkner. Treatment and 
permitting is a three to four 
year process. 

The pumps and wells 
may be operational in eigh-
teen months.

While studying the water 
system, the Town is studying 
the PFAS levels in the town 
system. PFAS ( Per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances) 
are a water contaminant.  

The Town applied for 
a  grant  from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, issued through the 
DEP. Falkner estimated a 
grant of $500,000 may be 
possible for the design to 
address treatment. The grant 
funders requested a scope of 
work for the design.  

he Town’s water meets 
PFAS regulations currently, 
but John Stanton explained 
that  the  s tandard may 
become more stringent.

The Town is conduct-
ing two asset management 
studies which review current 
systems.  The studies inven-
tory town assets in order 
to plan for future improve-
ments in the wastewater and 
water systems.  

Town staff are collecting 
the base information with 
computer tablets. The stud-
ies will include priorities 
and cost estimates for future 
improvements.

The screen at the waste-
water plant is operating. 
Operator  Jeff  Tweedie 
explained the amount of rags 
being pulled out of the sys-
tem is large. The screen is 
pulling twice the expected 
solids from the treatment 
plant in its first weeks of 
operation.

The Infrastructure com-
mittee will look to the 
department leaders and 
Tighe and Bond to identify 
future large projects to bring 
to Town Meeting for consid-
eration and funding.  These 
projects will be described 

in the asset plans to be 
completed in six months.  
Increased maintenance of 
sewer pipes was discussed.  

Stanton presented a staff-
ing plan for regular pipe 
cleaning maintenance with 
the sewer “jetter” which 
clears obstructions in the 
collection pipes. Tweedie 
stated that records show 
that it has been a year since 
maintenance around town.

Calder updated the com-
mittee that notices went out 
to residents regarding the 
rate increases to be includ-
ed in the water and sewer 
bills being mailed in early 
February.

Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley notified the com-
mittee of a listening session 
for the public to learn about 
the Town’s water system 
and plans for improvement.  
The session will be held 
on Thursday, Feb. 5 from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Center on Robbins Road.

Infrastructure Committee discussed ongoing projectsDrinking 
water 
information 
session to be 
held Feb. 5

WARE – A Drinking 
W a t e r  C o m m u n i t y 
Information 
Session will 
be held on 
T h u r s d a y, 
Feb. 5 from 
5 : 3 0 - 7 : 3 0 
p . m .  a t 
the Ware Senior Center, 1 
Robbins Road.

All are welcome to join 
this event to learn about the 
Town’s (public) water sup-
ply, and to share how you get 
information about town water 
and what more may be help-
ful to you in understanding 
about the water that flows to 
your tap.

You’ll hear from Ware 
DPW and have the oppor-
tunity to share comments 
and questions, and help the 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission develop an 
approach toward greater 
understanding about drinking 
water.

Food and beverages will 
be provided.

Register today by visiting 
https://tinyurl.com/yu kekh-
kp or scanning the QR code. 
The first 20 participants to 
sign up and attend will 
receive a gift card as com-
pensation for attending.

Need t ranspor ta t ion? 
C o n t a c t  t h e  Q u a b o a g 
Connector at 413-544-3401 
by Feb. 4.

T h e  U n i t e d  C h u r c h 
of  Ware has supported 
the Jubilee Cupboard for 
decades. The church has 
done amazing work and 
encourages people to donate 
to their local food pantry. 
If you have cans of soup 
to donate and want to have 
them picked up, text Trim at 
413-404-3113 and provide 
the address for pickup. 

The church has a goal 
to collect 200 cans of soup 
and have them donated to 

the Jubilee Cupboard. Other 
drives the United Church 
of Ware has participated in 
include blankets for Ukraine, 
toiletries for Hope Totes, and 
many more.  

The United Church of 
Ware is looking forward to 
participating in soup can 
drives for years to come. 
The church will be collecting 
cans of soup until Sunday, 
Feb. 8, which is Super Bowl 
Sunday. Cans of soup can be 
dropped off inside the lobby 
of the United Church of 
Ware, anytime the church is 
open. 

For more information on 
Souper Bowl of Caring, visit 
tacklehunger.org. 

The Jubilee Cupboard 
is located at 80 Pleasant 
S t .  T h e r e  a r e  n e a r b y 
churches and local chari-
ties also participating for 
Souper Bowl of Caring: 
Tr i - Pa r i s h  C o m m u n i t y 
Church in Hardwick, First 
Congregational  Church/
Sharing Cupboard Food 
Pantry in West Brookfield, 
Brookfield Ecumenical Food 
Pantry in Brookfield, and 
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry in 
North Brookfield. 

SOUPER BOWL
from page 1

WARE – It is never too 
late to start the year off right 
with getting healthy.

The Ware Senior Center, 
1 Robbins Road, offers 
many programs to reach 
your goals.

Tai Chi takes place every 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday 9-10 am. with Rhoda 
Shea as the instructor.

Tai Chi is a low impact 
“meditation in motion” prac-
tice that improves balance 
and risk of falling, physi-

cal strength, and flexibility 
while reducing stress and 
anxiety  and involves a lot 
of bending and stretching. It 
also improves cardiovascu-
lar health.

Along with Tai Chi the 
center offers Chair Yoga 
eve ry  Wednesday  and 
Friday with instructor Laura 
Wickers from 1-2 p.m.

This involves performing 
yoga poses while sitting in 
or holding onto a chair for 
balance.

It eliminates the need to 
get up and down from the 
floor. It will improve flex-
ibility, mobility, strength, 
balance, stability, mental 
health, heart health and con-
fidence.

If you prefer using equip-
ment like a treadmill, bike 
etc. the center has a mini 
gym area that can be utilized 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.  And 
there is no membership fee 
for using the equipment.

So when the weather 
doesn’t cooperate because of 
snow and ice, you have no 
excuse not to do something 
to improve your health. 
Come to the senior center.  

After you finish exer-
cising, feel free to stop in 
at the Thrift Store Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon.

All of the above is open 
to the public.

Submitted Photo
Tai Chi classes are held at the Ware Senior Center every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-10 a.m. with instruc-
tor Rhonda Shea.

Senior Center offers health care for the new year

United Church 
to hold take-out 
turkey dinner

WARE – The United 
Church of Ware will hold 
a take-out turkey dinner on 
Monday, Feb. 2 from 5-6 
p.m. or until food runs out. 

Drive up to the Church 
Street side of the church and 
a runner will take your food 
order and bring it to your car. 
The cost is $15 per meal paid 
by cash or check.

The meal includes turkey 
and all the fixings, potatoes, 
stuffing, veggies, roll, coffee, 
tea and dessert. No reserva-
tions necessary.

Ware Senior 
Center news

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to 
the store are only accept-
ed by Sue LaBarge, who 
can be reached by calling 
413-544-1574.

ACTIVITIES
Thursday, Jan. 29

•	 9 a.m. Exercise at 
Valley View Housing

•	 9 a.m. Walking Club 
(weather permitting)

•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
for Beginners

•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Jan. 30
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat 
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors 

open at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless 
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-
967-4595 by noon on 
the business day before, 
to put you name on the 
lunch list. 

Thursday, Jan. 29
Stuffed Pepper, Tossed 

Salad, Dessert of the Day
Friday, Jan. 30

T u r k e y  Wa l d o r f 
Sandwich, Veggie Salad, 
Dessert of the Day

HARDWICK – The East 
Quabbin Land Trust is host-
ing a “Snow Moon” full 
moon walk on Sunday, Feb. 
1, at 4:30 p.m. at Mandell 
Hill Preserve located at 660 
Barre Road. 

This 1.5-mile easy-to-
mod-erate walk on the blue 
Loop Trail will cross open 
fields, transitioning to wood-
lands with moderate grade 
changes, and emerging once 
again in open fields for 

unobstructed views of the 
full Snow Moon. 

RSVPs are required; 
please email atrevvett@eqlt.
org. Participants should plan 
to dress for the weather and 
bring water. 

Some sections of the 
walk may be icy. Warm 
boots, traction cleats and/
or hiking poles are recom-
mended. Participants should 
also plan to bring a head-
lamp, if they have one.

East Quabbin Land Trust hosts 
‘Snow Moon’ walk on Feb. 1
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Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, and 
“Your Turn” guest column between 
500-800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street,

Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

If you are sick and tired 
of winter, and want to 
get the gardening season 

going already, why not sow 
some onion seeds? 

Onions  are  the  fi rs t 
seeds I sow each year and I 
always welcome this task as 
a true harbinger of spring! 
Many gardeners only know 
of growing onions from 
sets, but you can indeed 
start them from seed, 
both indoors in the 
garden. 

Read on for more 
information on grow-
ing onions from start to 
finish, right out of the 
archives.

First it’s important that we 
“understand the onion,” in 
other words, come to know 
its life cycle. Onions are 
biennial.  

We are all familiar with 
biennial flowers like fox-
g l ove ,  h o l l y h o c k  a n d 
Canterbury bells, who devel-
op foliage the first year of 
their lives and bloom and set 
seed in the second, but few 
gardeners today ever expe-
rience a biennial vegetable. 
That wasn’t always the case.  
Just visit the Freeman Farm 
at Old Sturbridge Village 
where in the summer you 
will see beets, parsnips, 
onions and more in year two 
of their life cycle, complete 
with seed heads.  

As the seeds ripen, 19th 
century gardeners would 
have stored them away for 
use the following spring.  

So then, if the onion is 
a biennial and its goal is to 
make seeds the second sea-
son of its life, what is it try-
ing to accomplish in its first?  
Exactly what you and I want:  
a big bulb!  

The bulb is the food stor-
age unit for the plant during 
its dormancy period- the 
winter between years one 
and two. A big bulb gives 
the second year plant a good 
head start and almost always 
directly relates to increased 
seed production as compared 
to smaller bulbs.  

For me, understanding 
this concept was one of those 
“ah ha” gardening moments. 
It all really came together 
when I recognized that big 
bulbs are a direct result of 
lush topgrowth.  

Just imagine the green 

part of the plant photosynthe-
sizing, drawing in all of that 
wonderful energy from the 
sun and turning it into a big, 
fat onion! Luckily, we gar-
deners can provide just the 
right conditions for lush top 
growth.

Get an early start  
All onions have a built-

in mechanism that triggers 
“bulbing up” in response to 
warmer temperatures and 
increased daylight hours. 
Likewise, as daylight begins 
to decrease, the onion is cued 
into dormancy. 

If lush tops are our first 
goal, we have to get our 
onions in early, so that they 
achieve lots of top growth 
before being prompted to 
bulb up. Those of us who 
garden in the north choose 
“long day” onions, while 
southern gardeners opt to 
grow “short day” types.  

Long day onions bulb 
up when day length reaches 
14-16 hours per day; short 
day begin at 12-13 hours. 
If we plant short day in our 
locale we’d end up with fat 
scallions, but not much more, 
so choose accordingly.  

Reputable seed companies 
will list the type of onion it is 
next to the variety name, or 
feature them under appropri-
ate headings.

Choose your method 
There are three ways 

onions can be grown: by 
seeds sown directly in the 
garden, from transplants 
started indoors, or from sets, 
which are tiny onions. One 
huge advantage of utilizing 
seeds is the variety at your 
disposal as compared to sets.  

They are also less expen-
sive. Some folks even argue 
that onions sown from seed 
store longer.  The rest of this 
article will be devoted to 
starting onion seeds indoors, 
which is best accomplished 

in late January through 
Valentine’s Day- good news 
for those of you itching to get 
your hands “dirty!”

Onion seeds are sown 
indoors in small flats filled 
with moist soilless growing 
medium. Spacing can be a 
little closer than prescribed 
for outdoor germination, 
with sowing at ¼” apart. The 

use of heat mats set at 72 
degrees is helpful, but 
not entirely necessary; 

regular room tempera-
tures will also encour-
age sprouting. 
Supplemental light-

ing is vital, however, so that 
the onions grow straight and 
strong. Once onions are up, 
thin seedlings ½” to 1” apart 
from one another – onions 
hate competition, so this step 
is important!  

I generally cut out the 
extras using scissors, right at 
the soil line so as not to dis-
lodge the roots of those we 
are growing on. As the seed-
lings continue to grow, keep 
them trimmed at 3” tall; this 
will encourage strong roots 
and a straight, bulky plant.  

About a month prior to 
the last frost, the transplants 
should be hardened off for 
a week by gradually accli-
matizing them to outdoor 
conditions. When they are 
ready, seedlings are sunk 
into 1” furrows 3-4” apart 
and watered carefully; they 
can be protected from sun 
and wind off and on for the 
first week should it seem 
necessary; here a floating 
row cover supported by wire 
hoops would come in handy, 
but old pots or trays would 
work fine too.  Additional 
rows should be one foot 
apart.

Stayed tuned for part two 
of this column next week, 
and extra-large onions will 
be yours come fall!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Sow onion seeds to get the season startedSOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I am a 63-year-old sin-

gle lady and I have ques-
tions regarding Social 
Security “early retire-
ment,” though I will still 
be working full time. 

I know there is a max-
imum allowable income 
limit and, if I exceed that, 
I will need to return prob-
ably 2/3 of my received 
Social Security benefit. 
I’m thinking about taking 
those early SS benefits 
about $1,400 per month 
and putting them in my 
high yield savings or CD 
where I can gain the inter-
est on it and have it stay 
“liquid” so I can return 
what I need to. 

My  curren t  in ter-
est rate is 3.65% on the 
savings and over 4.25% 
on CD, with options for 
3,6,9 mos. or longer- but 
I want to be able to access 
the money to pay Social 
Security back at the end of 
the year. Can you advise 
me on this?

Signed: Still Working 
but Wondering

Dear Still Working: 
I commend you, for 

investigating your options 
before claiming early 
Social Security benefits 
while still working. FYI, 
the 2026 annual earnings 
limit for those collect-
ing early SS benefits is 
$24,480 (changes annu-
ally). If your 2026 work 
earnings exceed the annu-
al limit, Social Security 
will take away $1 in ben-
efits for every $2 you are 
over the limit. The annu-
al earnings limit lasts 
until you reach your Full 
Retirement Age and the 
limit is about 2.5 times 
higher during the year you 
attain FRA.

FYI, when you apply 
fo r  bene fi t s ,  Soc ia l 
Security will ask if you 
are working and, if so, 
how much you make. 
Using that information, 
they will evaluate wheth-
er you can take benefits 
now and, if so, how many 
months they can actually 
pay your benefits. 

For example, if your 
projected 2026 earnings 
are, say, $100,000, you 
would be about $75,000 
over the annual limit 
which means that half 
of that $37,500 would 
need to be paid back to 
SS. Since your monthly 
SS benefit at your cur-
rent age would be about 
$1,400 per month, Social 
Security will say that you 
are temporarily ineligi-
ble to collect early ben-
efits because you cannot 
pay back within one year 
what you would owe for 
exceeding the limit. In 
other words, they won’t 
pay your SS benefits just 
yet because your earnings 
are too high and they do 
not want to overpay ben-
efits, which you will only 
need to return.  

For additional per-
spective, if your expected 
2026 earnings are less say 
about $50,000 that means 
you would be about 
$25,000 over the limit  
about half of that (about 
$12,500) would need to 
be paid back to SS. In that 

event, SSA would tell you 
they will withhold nine 
months of your SS pay-
ments in advance and pay 
your benefits for only 3 
months. This because the 
overpayment, with your 
current benefit of about 
$1,400, could be recov-
ered by withholding your 
SS payments for nine 
months. They do not want 
to intentionally overpay 
your SS benefits.  

So, despite your best 
repayment intentions, 
Socia l  Secur i ty  wi l l 
not favor intentionally 
overpaying your bene-
fits. Historically, over-
payment of benefits due 
to exceeding the annual 
earnings limit has been a 
notoriously difficult issue 
for the Social Security 
Administration. So, to 
get your early SS bene-
fits while you are working 
full time, you would like-
ly need to lie about your 
anticipated 2026 earnings 
on your application for SS 
benefits, which we strong-
ly discourage. 

Keep in mind that this 
all changes when you 
reach your FRA (67), 
because the earning limit 
goes away entirely when 
you reach FRA and the 
limit goes up by about 
2.5 times in the year you 
attain full retirement age. 
So, depending on your 
earnings level, you may 
wish to either wait until 
your full retirement age, 
or until you stop working 
full time, to claim SS.

Now, as for the general 
idea of taking early ben-
efits and investing them, 
many have said they wish 
to do that and we under-
stand that logic. Our cau-
tion is that it requires reli-
gious discipline to put the 
SS money into a higher 
yield investment vehicle 
to accomplish the goal of 
beating the SS increase 
realized when you wait 
to claim. Many who try it 
succumb to the temptation 
to use the invested funds 
for emergency needs and 
sometimes non-emergen-
cy needs. I offer this only 
as something to be aware 
of, as some have shared 
that they failed in their 
investment objectives 
with their Social Security 
money.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does 
not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
a m a c f o u n d a t i o n . o rg /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

Claiming Social Security 
early and investing it

In late December of last 
year and early January of 
this year, a snowy owl has 

been seen at Northampton 
Airport and in a cornfield. 

The snowy owl is an 
irruptive species from the 
tundra. Usually, it is the 
young snowy owls that 
head this way. There have 

been reports of snowy owls 
at Plum Island this month. 
Logan Airport is another 
common location for them.

The  snowy owl is  large 
and white. The mature males 
have a lot of white. Females 
and juveniles have dark 

brown and black barring. 
Living in the Arctic, it is well 
adapted to cold with dense 
feathers including feathers on 
their feet. They hunt rodents 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Snowy owl

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 6
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$188
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/29/26-2/4/261/29/26-2/4/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 15/20 COUNT 
HEAD ON, TAIL ON 24 OZ BAG .........

USDA INSP. FROZEN TASTEE CHOICE FAMILY MEAL:

CHICKEN CARBONARA 
or SHRIMP ALFREDO ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE DUCK TRAY PAK ...................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

ea

$477

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SOUPS ON

$222
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS ..................
USDA INSP. FRESH
FOWL CHICKEN
(SOUP CHICKEN) ............... lb

lb
$999

$149

75¢

$499
BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
PICANHA STEAKS

lb
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................$259

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$499
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$177
lb

$999

$799
lb

lb

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAK

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
TOP DOLLAR PAID

CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs
GOOD OR JUNK

“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

the Selectboard and Finance 
Committee held off on voting 
to recommend these articles. 

Article 6 will ask voters 
to transfer $12,500 from 
Free Cash to purchase an 
Agricultural Preservation 
Restr ict ion to conserve 
Letendre Farm, a 78-acre 
property. This will preserve 
the land as a farm and protect 
it from future development.

Beckley said the cur-
rent farmer would continue 
to farm the property and the 
state has requested a 5% con-
tribution from the town for 
the restriction. 

Article 7 will ask voters 
to transfer $82,500 from 
Free Cash to provide funds 
for a Parkland Acquisitions 
a n d  R e n o v a t i o n s  f o r 
Communities grant for the 
purpose of planning, design-
ing, improving and restor-
ing park roads in Grenville 
Park. Beckley said it has been 
almost 10 years since the 
roads were repaired.

He said the state is requir-
ing that the town appropriate 
the whole cost of the project, 
even though the state will be 
covering 70% of it. 

Article 8 will ask voters 

to transfer $127,000 from 
Sewer Enterprise Reserves 
to replace the Wastewater 
Treatment  Plant’s  RAS 
pumps. The pumps were a 
critical need for the plant and 
have already been ordered.

Article 9 will ask voters 
to transfer $70,000 from Free 
Cash to purchase and equip a 
police cruiser. 

Three Selectboard mem-
bers were not in favor of 
recommending the art i-
cle, one was in favor of and 
one abstained. The Finance 
Committee members did not 
recommend the article. 

Article 10 will ask vot-
ers to transfer $80,000 from 
Water Enterprise Reserves 
to purchase and equip a 
pickup truck for the Water 
Department. 

The Selectboard and 
Finance Committee members 
voted against recommending 
the article.

Article 11 will ask vot-
ers to transfer $17,500 from 
Water Reserves and $17,500 
from Sewer Reserves to pur-
chase and equip an admin-
istrative vehicle for the 
Department of Public Works, 
for use by the Operations 
Manager. 

The Selectboard and 

Finance Committee members 
voted against recommending 
the article.

“It’s a deserving need, 
I just think it belongs at 
Annual Town Meeting,” 
Selectboard member Ken 
Willette said. 

Article 12 will ask voters 
to transfer $300,000 from 
Free Cash to purchase and 
install a chiller for Ware Jr./
Sr. High School. This proj-
ect was originally funded for 
$250,000 at a previous town 
meeting, and bids came in 
much higher than was allo-
cated.

Beckley said the proj-
ect was re-bid, and the total 
cost of the project is now 
$550,000. 

Article 13 will ask vot-
ers to transfer $200,000 
from Water Reserve Fund 
to purchase and install fire 
hydrants to complete the 
ongoing upgrade project.

“This is for the work 
that’s been done,” Beckley 
said. 

H e  s a i d  t h e  Wa t e r 
Department had enough 
money to close out the proj-
ect, and this article will 
refund the department. 

Article 14 will ask voters 
to transfer $90,000 from Free 

Cash to design and engineer 
a splash pad and the replace-
ment of the Reed Memorial 
Pool. The Parks Commission 
has also committed $30,000 
in trust funds for the design.

Beckley said a previous 
town meeting article request-
ed $200,000 through borrow-
ing for the design and engi-
neering, which did not pass 
by the required two-thirds 
majority. He said this arti-
cle would utilize Free Cash 
and trust funds to cover the 
expense instead of borrowing. 

The design and engineer-
ing would finalize a design 
for the pool and splash pad, 
and give a final cost estimate 
for the project.

In the event article 14 fails 
to pass, article 15 will ask 
voters to transfer $175,000 
from Free Cash for the dem-
olition of the Reed Memorial 
Pool and bathhouse. 

Health insurance update
All ison Genete l l i  of 

Maplewood Benefits, said 
there is “an awful lot of 
pressure in the healthcare 
marketplace,” for munic-
ipal employees, and there 
has been a continuing trend 
of double-digit increases in 
rates year to year.

“The expectation is that 
that’s going to continue…
there aren’t strong solutions 
on the horizon,” she said.

Genetelli said the cost 
drivers for municipal health-
care include longer acute 
care hospital stays, and a 
dramatic increase in pharma-
cy and outpatient services. 
She said the stigma around 
mental health services has 
decreased and more people 
are seeing therapists regular-
ly.

She said people are liv-
ing longer and being treated 
for chronic diseases, includ-
ing cancer, heart failure and 
more. She said the average 
cost of prescription drugs has 
increased 54% from 2018 to 
2022.

Another cost driver is the 
use of GLP-1 medications for 
weight loss and to treat dia-
betes.

“ T h e r e ’s  a  d r a m a t -
ic increase in the prescrib-
ing of GLP-1 medications,” 
Genetelli said. “The town of 
Ware will be looking at that 
to be addressed for July 1.”

Genetelli  said GLP-1 
medications are commonly 
being used for weight loss. 
She said if the medication 
were used to treat diabetes, 

it would still be covered by 
health insurance. 

“It is somewhat controver-
sial,” she said of this deci-
sion. 

Genetelli said the antici-
pated increase in healthcare 
costs for the next fiscal year 
is 15%.

Town Manager’s report
Beckley said the cost of 

regional dispatching services 
through Westcomm may be 
reduced if another user is 
added to the district, but as of 
now, the cost is about double 
last year’s cost.

Beckley said streetlight 
repairs should occur in early 
February. He said another 
streetlight was damaged in 
the downtown area following 
a recent car accident.

Sewer abatements
The Selectboard reviewed 

sewer abatements for 151 
East St. and 55 North St. 
Beckley said both abatement 
requests were due to leaks at 
the properties. 

The abatement request for 
the East Street property was 
$56.39 and North Street was 
$1,306.68. 

The Selectboard approved 
both abatements. 

ARTICLES from page 1

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

Do Vampires actually 
exist? Well, yes and 
no.

As to a species in nature, 
there is no proof. How about 
co-workers or acquaintances 
who one might opine, suck 
the life out of others. 

There is a lot of day-
light between the fictional 
Debby Downer and Vlad the 
Impaler.

Thus,  we have “The 
Vampires of York, Maine: A 
Modern Crime Story”, By 
Jonathan Cook.

Cook was for many years 
resident in our region, who, 
with his wife,  Suzanne 
LePage, ran the popular and 
much missed Homefield 
Kitchen and Brewery in 
Sturbridge. COVID-19 did it 
no favors. When that ran its 
course, there would be a new 
adventure up to the Maine 
Coast.

They opened The Sundrop 
Cafe and Brewery in York, 
Maine. The town is a lovely 
summer spot, and it is under-
standable that it would be a 
place to restart and so they 
did.

A few years later, the 
world is presented with a 
book set in a town with a 
venue that one might not be 

going off the rails in 
supposing that Cook 
drew on it to fill his 
pages. The author 
makes clear, howev-
er, “Vampires” is not 
a roman à clef, but 
fiction. 

Ye t ,  h e  h a s 
woven a tale that 
feels it and might 
convince a reader.

Many  o f  u s , 
b o r n  a n d  b r e d 
Bay Staters, have 
memories of the 
trips up the coast 
of our daughter 
state. My family 
never got much 
past Portland, but 
two spots remain 
in memory. Old 
Orchard with it 
gar i sh  (aren’t 
they all), if small 
amusement park, and York.

Cook’s account of  a 
noreaster in the early part of 
the book may not be of a cer-
tain storm, but he had to be 
paying attention to more than 
the weather station as to the 
course of events he relates:

“Somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of fifty thousand 
feet above sea level at no 
less than 65 degrees below 
zero, the storm breaks like 
a sudden anguish and falls 
screaming to the earth with 

inconsolable grief.”
There are five paragraphs 

of the storm, and it’s vivid.
T h e  b o o k  i t s e l f  i s 

not about weather. Jerry 
O’Shaughnesy, with his wife 
Sherry, run the “Galley.” He 
describes it as a place for 
“Great food, great music, 
great vibes, It’s a goddam 
lovefest every night, that’s 

all. With a bay 
breeze.” 

In the second 
chapter, a hard-
boiled, well as 
hardboiled as they 
get in Maine, ex 
gumshoe walks 
into the Galley, 
and while consum-
ing beer, starts ask-
ing questions.

A r n i e  i s  a 
r e t i r e d  M a i n e 
Statie, now work-
ing for a non-profit 
agency that search-
es for missing peo-
ple.  Many years 
before a girl from 
Jamaica disappeared 
one night and the 
ex-cop is going to 
find her no matter 
what it does to Jerry 
who becomes part of 
the quest.

“Vampires” does not lack 
for characters, some pleas-
ant, others not. The York 
chief of police incurs Jerry’s 
dislike, and pays for it:

“I slammed my laptop 
closed. Oftentimes the law 
seemed to help the guilty.

“I still had one task to 
brighten my day. On plain 
paper, I printed several iden-
tifiable pictures of Chief 
Bradford at the health club, 
folded them into an enve-

lope with no return address 
and dropped them in the box 
outside the York Harbor Post 
Office. I’d addressed them to 
the Town Manager.

Fun, I remember think-
ing.”

Who woulda thunk it in 
quiet old Maine?

There are allusions to a 
regional sports mogul who 
had been caught in another 
state with his pants down, so 
to speak.

In the end, justice will be 
served, somewhat. The bad 
guys are done in, but Jerry is 
brutalized in the process. He 
will get a journalistic payday 
for injuries received, but life 
answers?

“Vampires” is fast paced 
and has interesting charac-
ters. The evil are evil, and the 
good, not without flaws.

Also, as someone who 
remembers as a boy the signs 
on shops and restaurants 
that read “On Parle Français 
ici”, I got a chuckle out of 
“York, Maine, the Miami of 
Canada.”

So, that’s it for Maine. 
Cook, back living in Central 
Massachusetts with Suzanne, 
has a couple of more offer-
ings in the works. We can 
expect one in this year and 
the next.

Book Review

‘The Vampires of York, 
Maine: A Modern Crime 

Story,’ by Jonathan Cook.

Deadline for 
‘Winter’ art 
entries is Feb. 12 

WARE – ArtWorks 
Gallery invites artists 
of  al l  mediums from 
throughout the northeast-
ern U.S. to explore the 
theme of “Winter.” 

The deadline for entry 
is Feb. 12 by midnight. 
The entry form and full 
details can be found on 
workshop13.org. 

A r t Wo r k s  G a l l e r y 
is located at 69 Main 
St. “Winter” will be on 
display from March 7 
through April 4, open-
ing with a reception on 
Saturday, March 7, from 
3-5 p.m. Gallery hours are 
Saturdays and Sundays 
from 1-4 p.m. 

The juror for “Winter” 
is Susan Tilton Pecora. 

About ArtWorks Gallery 
ArtWorks Gallery is 

Workshop13’s gallery on 
Main Street. This space 
features numerous art 
exhibitions each year and 
is also available to rent for 
individual or group shows. 

Wo r k s h o p 1 3  i s  a 
dynamic center where 
arts, culture, and commu-
nity converge – expand-
ing access to the arts and 
nurturing creativity and 
self-expression in the rural 
region. For more informa-
tion visit workshop13.org, 
or call 413-277-6072.
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

like lemmings in open tun-
dra. They have exceptional 
sight and hearing. 

Their flight is silent allow-
ing them to catch unsuspect-
ing prey. They hunt during 
the day, a rarity for most 
owls. They expand south 
during winter food scarcity in 
the tundra. It is one of North 
America’s heaviest owls with 
a wing span of 4.5 to 5.5 feet. 

They are generally soli-
tary, but form pairs. They 
build nests in the ground in 
shallow scrapes. The female 
lays three to 11 eggs, the 
number of eggs depending 
on food availability. Males 
bring food and the females 

incubate and feed the chicks. 

Helping owls
Here are some tips if you 

see a snowy owl. Keep a safe 
distance to observe quietly. 
Do not play bird calls from 
your phone or other device. 
Don’t feed the owls. Avoid 
flashes when taking photos. 
Keep noises to a minimum. If 
you find an injured owl: con-
tact your state wildlife agen-
cy or local rehabilitator. If 
you find a dead owl: contact 
your state wildlife agency.

Also people should avoid 
using rodenticides; they are 
poisonous to birds and other 
animals even a pet.. If an owl 
or other birds of prey eat a 
rodent that ingested, it will 
kill them. 

Evening grosbeaks
A Worth ington  res i -

dent reported a friend saw 
two evening grosbeaks on 
Tuesday, Jan. 6. He said in 

his email he remembered 
when they used to be in giant 
flocks. He asked if they were 
rare out my way. I have not 
seen evening grosbeaks in 
sometime. Other people in 
Central Massachusetts have 
seen them recently. The 
Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society reported six eve-
ning grosbeaks in North 
Brookfield. 

Mass. Audubon sightings
Recent Mass Audubon 

sightings include western 
grebes, eared grebes, tufted 
ducks and sandhill cranes as 
well as an unusual visitors, 
a scissor-tailed flycatch-
er, a rare state record and a 
rosy-billed pochard, Other 
sightings include golden-
eye, mergansers, horned 
larks, and wintering rap-
tors like Northern harriers 
in Massachusetts in early 
January.

On Jan. 6 and again on 

Jan. 13 a male King Eider 
was seen among thousands 
of common Eiders in North 
Chatham. A Pacific loon and 
over 400 razorbills were at 
Race Point in Provincetown. 

Brimfield resident
A Brimfield resident sent 

an email on Jan. 6 that he 
received a preliminary total 
for the Springfield Christmas 
Bird Count, which was 66 
species, a few below the 
average. He also said, “We 
occasionally see them in the 
yard and sometimes hear the 
barred owls calling.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol .com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

BACKYARD from page 4

ification that if borrowing the 
money, the vote must be two-
thirds majority to pass. 

One of the school’s two 
boilers failed on Jan. 12, just 
10 days prior to the special 
town meeting.

Korzec said the Captial 
Planning Committee did not 
have a recommendtion for 
this article due to a lack of 
quorum. He explained that 
this is an emergency pur-
chase, and that funds cannot 
be appropriated without a 
quorum unless it is an emer-
gency. One resident suggest-
ed the town look into the 
Mass Save program, which 
could provide grants, or uti-
lize Green Communities 
funding.

A representative from the 
Quabbin Regional School 
District, Kevin Clark, said 
both boilers are original to 
the school that was built in 
1992, and both have received 
repairs over the years. He 
said the school needs both of 
them functioning to heat the 
entire building. 

Residents asked Clark if 
he had looked into options 
for replacing it, to which 
he said the school does not 
solicit options, and it is the 
town’s responsibility. 

R e s i d e n t  R e b e c c a 
Bottomley asked what the 
chances of the pipes freez-
ing as a result of the failing 
boiler. 

Clark said he could not 
provide an answer, and he 
also said he could not pro-
vide an answer to a question 
posed about how warm the 
school has to be inside in 
order to be safe for students. 
He noted that the gymnasi-
um temperature was about 57 
degrees.

Clark also could not give 
an estimate on the likelihood 
of the remaining boiler fail-
ing, but noted its age and 
condition. 

“The one that is running is 
in similar condition,” Clark 
said.

Clark also said there is no 
redundancy with the school’s 
heating system without the 
second boiler. He said the 

remaining boiler was “run-
ning a lot harder with a high-
er chance of failure,” without 
the second boiler.

Tinker asked Clark if the 
school district had looked 
into the use of a temporary 
boiler, and Clark said that 
option had not been dis-
cussed. 

Some residents said they 
believed the town was rush-
ing the decision on the boiler, 
and suggested waiting until 
they have more information 
on the options before moving 
forward with replacement, 
saying that experts have not 
had a chance to do their due 
diligence.

Residents also brought up 
concerns that the school is 
the official emergency shelter 
for the town, and could be 
the only source of warmth 
for children. Clark said if 
both boilers fail, the school 
will close until they are 
repaired, and that there is no 
room in other schools in the 
district to bring the students 
if that happens. 

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Justine Caggiano said the 
town is “maxed out” for short 
term borrowing to pay for the 
boiler replacement, and the 
almost $60,000 loan would 
need to be borrowed long 
term, over 20 years. 

“This was the best solu-
tion we had for the situation 
at the school,” she said. 

The motion to appropriate 
money for the boiler did not 
reach the two-thirds majority 
needed for borrowing, receiv-
ing 19 votes in favor, and 13 
votes opposed.

Rail trail easement 
language

The last article was to 
amend language for a perma-
nent easement for a section 
of the rail trail at 31-33 Main 
St. 

B o t t o m l e y,  w h o  i s 
also the Vice-Chair of the 
Conservation Commission, 
said the parcel was gifted to 
the town by Josh and Sarah 
Kemp, and the motion was 
previously approved in 2022, 
but there was a typo in the 
article, which was correct-
ed prior to the meeting. The 
motion passed unanimously.

HARDWICK BOS
 from page 1

Springfield arrive and meet 
at various venues such as 
schools and libraries. 

Registration is required 
for Wildlife on Wheels as 

space is limited. To register, 
call 413-967-9691 or email 
gouletc@cwmars.org.

The Ware Library will be 
hosting Nature Journaling on 
Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. 
Youth Education Coordinator 
at the East Quabbin Land 

Trust, Ellie Shea will be run-
ning this activity and teach-
ing kids about nature journ-
aling, which is about finding 
and recording what is found 
in nature. 

Kids will learn how to 
sketch plants, animals, and 

include notes. Materials such 
as paper, basic art supplies, 
and natural materials will be 
provided. 

Visit the Ware Library at 
37 Main St. or visit wareli-
brary.org for more informa-
tion. 

CRAFTERS from page 1

WARE – The Fire 
Department and Police 
Department will face off 
on the court for the annu-
al basketball game in the 
Ware High School gym on 
Saturday, Feb. 7 at 6 p.m. 

The cost of admission 
is $5 at the door and all 

proceeds will benefit the 
Class of 2026. 

There will  be food 
and beverages available 
for purchase. A half time 
show will be performed 
by dancers from Limelight 
Dance Center.

Fire vs. Police basketball 
game Feb. 7 at Ware High

HARDWICK –  S t . 
Aloysius Catholic School 
is hosting an Open House 
on Monday,  Feb. 2 from 
3-5:30 p.m.  

The Open House was 
intended to happen a week 
prior but was canceled due 
to the snow storm and sub-
sequent school closure that 
day.  

Prospective families 
are encouraged to visit 

the school, located at 52 
Church St., in Gilbertville, 
where they can tour the 
classrooms, meet the teach-
ers and learn more about 
the great educational and 
faith filled experiences that 
await.  

For more information, 
please call the school and 
speak to Roberta McQuaid, 
Enrollment Coordinator, at 
413-477-1268. 

St. Aloysius School’s Open 
House rescheduled to Feb. 2

warren

WARREN – Town Clerk, 
Laura J. Stockley, announc-
es that Nomination Papers 
are available on Monday, 
Feb. 2 for the upcoming 
Town Election to be held on 
Tuesday, May 5.

These papers must be 
filed with the Board of 
Registrars, in the Town 
Clerk’s office, for certifica-
tion on or before Tuesday, 
March 17 at 5 p.m. Final 
day to withdraw as a candi-
date is Thursday, April 2 at 
5 p.m. 

Appearing on the ballot 
will be the following:

M o d e r a t o r ,  t h r e e -

year  te rm;  Selec tman, 
three-year term;  Board 
of   Heal th,  three-year 
term;  Assessor, three-year 
term; Park Commissioner, 
three-year term; Cemetery 
Commissioner, three-year 
term;  Sewer Commissioner, 
three-year term; Planning 
Board,  five-year  term; 
Housing Authority,  five-
year term; and Housing 
Authority, two-year term.  

The Quaboag Regional 
School District positions 
will also be incorporated 
on the Town Ballot. Two 
members from the Town of 
Warren for a three-year term 

and two members from the 
Town of West Brookfield 
for a three-year term. These 
nominat ion papers  are 
available on Feb. 2 at the 
Superintendent’s office at 
284 Old West Brookfield 
Road, Warren. Deadline for 
returning these papers is 
Friday, March 20 by 4 p.m. 

Last  day to register 
to vote before the Town 
Election is Friday, April 
24 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at 
the Town Clerk’s office in 
the Shepard Municipal 
Building.

Nomination papers for upcoming 
town election available Feb. 2

‘Teenage Life 
in the 19th 
Century’ 
program 
is Feb. 7

WARREN – Celebrate 
150 years of the Warren 
Public Library with sto-
ries from a historic diary 
of Warren teenager Nellie 
O. Northrop on Saturday, 
Feb. 7 at 3:30 p.m.

Northrop grew up in 
Warren in 1875 . As a 
teenager, she received 
a diary as a New Year’s 
present from her grand-
mother, with whom she 
lived. 

She wrote in the diary 
almost every day, and 
through  the pages of the 
diary we learn much about  
the life of a typical but  
remarkable young woman 
and  about the wonderful 
town in which she lived.

The event  wi l l  be 
held at the Warren Public 
Library, 934 Main St. For 
more information, email 
warrenpubliclibrary@hot-
mail.com or call 413-436-
7690.

E f f e c t i v e  i m m e d i -
a te ly,  the  Depar tment 
o f  C o n s e r va t i o n  a n d 
Recreation has opened 
s n ow m o b i l e  t r a i l s  i n 
Western Massachuset ts 
including: Monroe State 
Forest, Savoy Mountain 
S ta te  Fores t ,  Mohawk 
Trail State Forest, Windsor 

State Forest, Daughters of 
the American Revolution 
( DA R )  S t a t e  F o r e s t , 
Dubuque State  Forest , 
Beartown State Forest , 
Sandisfield State Forest, 
Pit tsfield State Forest , 
October Mountain State 
Forest, Tolland State Forest 
and Chester-Blandford State 

Forest. 
Snowmobiling will only 

be accessible as conditions 
allow in compliance with 
DCR regulations. Please 
check the website, www.
mass.gov/dcr for updates or 
email mass.parks@mass.gov 
with any questions.  

Western Mass snowmobile trails now open

S P R I N G F I E L D  – 
Behavioral Health Network, 
I n c . ,  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d 
Community Service Agency 
for Western Massachusetts, 
has announced the launch of 
its Family-Based Intensive 
Treatment program. 

This new service expands 
BHN’s commitment to deliv-
ering essential behavioral 
health care to children, youth, 
and families through a com-
munity-centered approach.

The FIT program helps 
families in crisis to stabilize 
by providing intensive home-
based support. FIT serves 
youth under age 21 with 

MassHealth insurance.
Each family is supported 

by a dedicated team, pro-
viding clinical support, 24/7 
availability and peer support 
from someone with lived 
experience. The team teaches 
practical skills to help chil-
dren thrive at home and con-
nects families with commu-
nity resources for long-term 
success.

FIT is part of a full con-
tinuum of child and family 
support services, available 
to families in the following 
communities of Hampden 
and Worcester Counties, 
ensur ing  tha t  fami l i e s 

across Western and Central 
Massachusetts have access 
to timely, compassionate 
care: Ware, Warren, Barre, 
Hardwick, Oakham, West 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
Brookfield, New Braintree, 
North Brookfield, Rutland 
and Hubbardston.

Families interested in 
learning more about the 
FIT program can call 413-
301‑9355 or visit www.
bhninc.org.

About Behavioral 
Health Network 

B e h a v i o r a l  H e a l t h 
Network, Inc. is a nonprofit 

regional provider of compre-
hensive behavioral health ser-
vices for adults, children, and 
families. Originating from 
the Child Guidance Clinic 
established in 1938, BHN 
has grown into a network that 
serves communities across 
Massachusetts. 

BHN offers a wide range 
of community-based services, 
including innovative, inte-
grated whole-health models, 
traditional clinical and out-
patient care, therapeutic ser-
vices, day treatment, addic-
tion services, crisis interven-
tion, and residential supports.

BHN launches treatment program for youth and families
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Join the trend with these 
New Year resolutions

With the new year around the corner, many people are setting 
goals for 2026. After months of rising prices on everything from 
milk to mortgages, money-related resolutions are prominent. 

One out of four Americans (27%) plan to make 2026 the year 
of their financial comeback, according to 2025 research from 
Edward Jones and Morning Consult. Others will continue with 
previous goals (21%), start from scratch (20%) or catch up on 
missed goals (14%).

Here are their top three financial goals and what to consider if 
you make one or more of these yours. 

Boost your income: Get creative with your time and interests. 
Consider side hustles such as delivery driving, pet sitting or 
tutoring. Perhaps you can sell things online that you no longer 
need. And if you traditionally get a refund on your tax return, 
consider adjusting your withholdings so less is taken from your 
paychecks.

To indirectly increase your income, cut your expenses. Every 
dollar saved effectively increases the “income” side of your budget. 
The biggest categories Americans plan to cut are restaurants and 
subscriptions. 

Build up savings: Whether you’re planning for a vacation or 
creating an emergency fund, having accessible cash means you’re 
less likely to rely on credit cards. And credit cards can incur 
interest charges if you don't pay the full amount due every month.

 To save for something specific, calculate how much 
you’ll need and by when. Then break it down into monthly targets 
to help make your goal tangible and achievable.

For an emergency fund, build toward three to six months of 
living expenses. And remember: an emergency fund is for true 
emergencies – think medical bills, major auto or furnace repairs, 
not a TV on sale.

Pay off debt: Every payment brings you closer to a life of 
financial freedom. Start by listing all your debts and their interest 
rates. Then choose one of these payoff strategies. 

 The Avalanche Method: You'll pay off the debt with the 
highest interest rate first. With that paid, you'll move on to the next 
highest. This reduces the amount of interest you pay over time, 
which generally means a lower total cost and often a shorter payoff 
period.

 The Snowball Method: You'll pay off the card with the 
lowest balance first, then move to the next smallest balance. This 
may offer quicker gratification as the number of creditors can 
dwindle faster. 

The Consolidation Method: You may be able to bundle and 
refinance high interest credit card debts to a 0% bank card for 12 
months or longer.

 With any of these methods, don't ignore your other 
debts. You'll still need to pay the minimum balances due on 
mortgages, auto loans and other credit cards to keep interest rates 
and late payment fees from accruing and your credit score from 
dropping.

Ready to join the trend? Across the country, millions of 
people are committing to improving their financial situation, and 
ultimately their financial future. By joining this trend, you’re not 
just setting goals—you’re shaping a life of freedom and possibility. 

work on and either knit, sew, 
crochet, bead, or quilt. 

While working on their 
projects, Hinckley is always 
open to offering any tips or 
taking any questions adults 
might have about their proj-
ects. 

T h e  s t a f f  a t  Pa i g e 
Memorial Library certain-
ly appreciates Hinckley and 
her workshops. By the front 
entrance is a banner that 
was quilted by Hinckley and 
has messages highlighting 
her workshops that she has 
offered at the library for the 
last several years. 

It is a fun social environ-
ment for the adults who get 
to connect with other craft-
ers. The children learn to 
sew and end up taking on 
their own project they made 
thanks to the guidance of 
Hinckley. 

The following dates are 
when the next workshops 
by Hinckley will be at the 
Paige Memorial Library. The 
workshops are held on these 
Saturdays: Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 
Feb. 14, Feb. 21, Feb. 28, 
March 7, and March 14. Kids 
can sew from 9-10:30 a.m. 
Class size is limited to six 

students ages 7-12, pre-regis-
tration is required. 

Knitting and Handcrafts 
for adults take place from 
10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. For 
more information, contact 
Hinckley at 413-477-6004 

or email pahinckley@gmail.
com. 

Another activity was tak-
ing place this past weekend 
at the library, nature journal-
ing. Giving the instructions 
for nature journaling was 

Ellie Shea, a Youth Education 
Coordinator for the East 
Quabbin Land Trust. 

Shea said nature journal-
ing is really open ended and 
is about getting outside into 
nature and being engaged 
with it. 

In addition to journal-
ing, Shea also explained the 
description of nature poet-
ry. It is created based off 
observing what is happening 
around you. For example, the 
sound, feeling, and hearing 
of nature. 

According to Shea, nature 
poetry isn’t just about rhym-
ing but also about writing 
about your observations. 
Shea brought examples of 
tree leaves, branches, pine-
cones, flowers, and bones of 
various species. 

This activity was fun for 
both kids and adults. Shea 
will be offering the same pro-
gram, Nature Journaling, at 
the Ware Library on Feb. 18. 

For more information and 
events at the Paige Memorial 
Library, visit www.paigeli-
brary.com. Contact  the 
library at director.paigeli-
brary@gmail.com or 413-
477-6704. 

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
A banner made by Pam Hinckley, advertised her kids sew-
ing workshop and adult handcraft group on Saturdays at 
the Paige Memorial Library in Hardwick. 

PAIGE  from page 1

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– North Brookfield Hearts 
for Heat is hosting its 18th 
Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser on Saturday, 
Jan. 31 from 5-7 p.m. in the 
North Brookfield 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School cafe-
teria. 

T h e 
dinner is 
$ 1 2  p e r 
person with 
a cap of $36 for 
a family of four or more. 
Takeout available. 

Tickets are only avail-
able at the door.

S p o n s o r e d  w i t h 
t he  Hayden  Mason ic 
Lodge and supported by 
Hannaford Supermarket, 
this is truly “community 
helping community.”

B i g  t i c k e t  r a f f l e s 
include:  Cel t ics  team 
signed basketballs, WooSox 
Family Pack-tickets for 
four and other parapher-
nalia, Marks of Asgard 
Tattoo $100 gift certifi-
cate. Local gift certificates 
donated so far include: 
Angel Nails, Bike House 
Brewery, Bogey Lanes, 
Boston Bruins  s igned 
puck,  City of Smoke, 
C o n n e c t  R e s t a u r a n t , 
Inishowen Farms, JARS 
Café & Bakery “Tea for 
Two,” Jim’s Pizza, Joy of 
Beans, NB Liquors, Salem 
Cross Inn, Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, Shaman’s 
C l o s e t ,  S p r i n g f i e l d 

Thunderbird Hockey tick-
ets, Strandz Hair Salon, 
Subway, and Whitco. The 
Door Prize is a Mr. Coffee 
10-Cup Optimal Brew 
Coffeepot.

 The Otters will 
provide musi-

cal ambiance 
all evening. 
S t u d e n t s 
f r o m  t h e 
N o r t h 

B r o o k f i e l d 
H igh  Schoo l 

National Honor Society 
and Valley View School 
will assist. The dinner’s 
snow date is the following 
Saturday, Feb. 7. 

 NB Hearts for Heat is 
a 501(c)3 charitable orga-
nization to help North 
Brookfield residents in 
need of emergency home 
heating assistance for oil, 
propane, natural gas, elec-
tric, pellets, or cord wood. 
100% of donations are used 
for fuel purchases. Hearts 
for Heat has assisted 345 
families since 2009.

 Donat ions  can  be 
mailed to NB Hearts for 
Heat, P.O. Box 44, North 
Brookfield, MA 01535. 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank will match the first 
$3,000. Thank you also to 
Monson Savings bank for 
their $2,000 support.

 To access the printable 
2025-2026 application, 
visit https://www.heartsfor-
heat.org/NorthBrookfield/
index.html

Annual Hearts for Heat 
Spaghetti Dinner is Jan. 31

WARE – The Ware 
Library, 37 Main St. , 
will be having its Annual 
Jigsaw Puzzle Swap on 
Saturday, Jan. 31 from 
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Bring as many gently 
used puzzles as you want 
to trade for new to you 
puzzles. The library has a 

large selection of puzzles 
that have been donated for 
the swap, so you are sure 
to find something you will 
love. 

Please call the library at 
413-967-5491 or check out 
its Facebook page for more 
details.

Library hosts annual Jigsaw 
Puzzle Swap this Saturday

WARE – Massachusetts 
State Law, Chapter 140, 
§137, requires that all dogs 
six months of age shall be 
licensed each year.

Dog licenses are now 
available for sale and must 
be purchased by Tuesday, 
March 31. 

If you are licensing in 
person the Town Clerk’s 
Office will be open Monday, 
Tuesday,  Thursday and 
Friday each week during 
business hours. Town Hall 
is now closed to the public 
on Wednesdays. If you are 
licensing by U.S. Mail, the 
licenses must be purchased 
prior to March 31, and your 
envelope must also be post-
marked by March 31 or there 
will be a late fee.

Fees for licensing your 

dog are male/female $15; 
spayed/neutered $10.

On April 1 there will be 
a late fee of $15 per dog in 
addition to the licensing fee.

Rabies Certificates for 
each dog must be presented 
at the time of licensing as in 
the past. 

If your dog was licensed 
in 2025, check the license to 
see if the Rabies Certificate 
is current (the information 
is on your 2025 license); it 
is current, simply come into 
the office to license in person 
or license by U.S. Mail. If 
licensing by mail, you must 
provide a self-addressed, 
postage paid envelope in 
order for us to return the 
license and tag to you. 

If licensing more than one 
dog, be sure to add sufficient 

postage to your envelope to 
insure delivery.

Checks are payable to the 
Town of Ware for the appro-
priate amount. All Rabies 
Certificates supplied will be 
returned to you with the dog 
license.

Contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at  413-967-9648 
extension 177 if you failed 
to license in 2025 so that 
we may inform you what is 

owed in entirety to license 
for 2026.

There is also a blue drop 
box outside the lower-lev-
el offices at Town Hall for 
those of you who wish to 
drop off your request for 
licensing. Address the enve-
lope to Town Clerk/Dog 
Licenses.

If you are licensing your 
dog for the first time, be 
sure to supply the owner’s 
name, address and contact 
telephone number; a copy of 
the current Rabies Certificate 
and if the dog is neutered/
spayed also send this certifi-
cate unless it is stated on the 
Rabies Certificate.

Question may be directed 
to the Town Clerk’s Office at 
413-967-9648 extension 177.

Town Clerk releases 2026 dog licensing info
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WARE – Workshop13 is 
excited to highlight seven 
local and regional musicians 
in the second session of their 
Singer Songwriter Series. 

Musicians will include 
Dan Frost, Tasteless Jack, 
Dave Herrera, Carly Lara, 
and featured artist Seth 
Newton. This event takes 
p lace  in  Workshop13’s 
Grand Hall at 13 Church St., 
on Saturday, Jan. 31. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. and the perfor-

mance begins at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are priced on a 

sliding scale and are avail-
able at www.workshop13.
org.

Enjoy photo ops, meet 
and greets, food for pur-
chase (free popcorn), and a 
cash bar. The performance 
will feature sound design by 
Brian Jyringi and be hosted 
by Amanda Meli and MC’d 
by Kevin Wherry. Singer-
songwriters will share their 

original songs and the stories 
behind them, “in the round” 
style. 

This performance for-
mat brings a group of sing-
er-songwriters together shar-
ing the stage, with each artist 
delivering songs one after 
another. After intermission, 
enjoy a special featured per-

formance by Newton fol-
lowed by a powerful second 
round, a group curtain call, 
and a community meet-and 
greet with all performers.

Newton is an American 
singer songwriter who’s 
been active for decades, per-
forming internationally in 
well-known music circuits 

throughout the globe. Known 
for his strong, uniquely 
dynamic four octave vocal 
range and ethereal atmo-
spheric rock songwriting 
style, this modern-day vag-
abond delivers a live experi-
ence that resonates long after 
the final note is sung.

About Workshop13
Workshop13 is a dynam-

ic center where arts, culture, 
and community converge –
expanding access to the arts 
and nurturing creativity and 
self-expression in our rural 
region.  For more informa-
tion visit workshop13.org, or 
call 413-277-6072. 

Singer Songwriter Series 
highlights local musicians 

Tasteless Jack Seth Newton

Dan Frost
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WARE – Last Thursday 
evening,  Monson High 
School  boys basketbal l 
team battled rival Ware in 
Bi-County action.  Both 
teams played a lot of defense 
resulting in a very low-scor-
ing affair. Ware would take 
the win by just a 39-24 final 
score. Jack Gaudreau had 
another good game for the 
Indians, leading all scorers in 
the game with 15 points. For 
Monson, Shane Szado led 
the Mustangs with six points. 
Ware improved to 6-7 for the 
season while Monson is 6-8. 
Ware is currently holding 
a spot in the Top 32 in the 
state in Division 5 despite a 
sub-.500 record. Monson is 
ranked No. 56, currently, and 
would need a .500 record to 
make the tournament.

Ware defense 
strong in win 
over Monson

Dalton Marquis readies to shoot a 
three-point attempt.

Matthew Skutnik is pres-
sured near the corner.

Brodie Koczur flies for the 
hoop.

Kaleb Kanozek sends a pass away ahead of a potential 
block.

Jack Gaudreau comes up 
with an offensive rebound.

Brady Guimond heads down the 
court.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Offense can’t 
keep up in 
Cougars loss

WA R R E N  –  L a s t 
Wednesday night, Quaboag 
Regional girls basketball 
kept opponent Doherty 
below 40 points, but their 
offense could not matchup 
as they lost at home 37-28. 
The Cougars are now 2-9 
on the regular season.

Caitlyn Toomey passes 
inside around an oppo-
nent.

Maddie Potvin eyes the 
hoop to shoot.

Eve lyn  Potv in  get s 
around an opponent and 
heads for the hoop.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Riley Corder looks to 
shoot as she focuses on 
the hoop.

Isabelle Manzaro has her 
way blocked.

Middle school girls actionMiddle school girls action

BARRE – Last Thursday 
a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  Q u a b b i n 
Regional Middle School girls 
basketball team was in action. 
The Panthers took on West 
Boylston in a tough matchup 
that was even for much of the 
first half.

Anabelle Ickler tries to 
overcome the pressure and 
shoot.

Bree May slows up with 
pressure coming on.

Juliana Nickson hustles 
toward the paint.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Waverly Rivard sends an inbound pass away.

Julia Montague starts a play 
on offense.

BARRE – Last 
Thursday afternoon, 
the Quabbin Regional 
Middle School boys 
b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m 
was in action. The 
Panthers took on West 
Boylston in a match-
up that saw the boys 
get a dominant win.

Middle 
school 
boys 
action

Bryce Pariseau gets 
the easy layup.

Liam Shaw comes 
up with a rebound.

SEE MORE 
PHOTOS ON 

PAGE 10
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Bondsville League
WARE – It is week 19 

of the Wednesday Night 
Bondsville League at Roll-A-
Way Lanes in Ware.

After 19 weeks, Fire 
Mountain maintains the #1 
seed overall and in their divi-
sion. Fire Mountain has a 
record of 84.5 wins and 48.5 
losses. Night Hawks are in 
second place with a record of 
78-55. Ironmen are in third 
place with a record of 76-57 
and Sandri has the same 
record as Ironmen and are 
leading in the west division. 

During week 19, Night 
Hawks  bowled  aga ins t 
The Snappers at Roll-A-
Way Lanes. In game one, 
Snappers began the match 
with a win over Night 
Hawks,  493-451.  Eddie 
Stachowicz of the Snappers 
was on fire with an opening 
game of 139. 

In  game two,  Night 
Hawks snapped out of their 
first game slump and beat the 
Snappers, 501-474. Every 
Night Hawk bowler exceeded 
the century mark with scores 
of 129, 118, 108, and 103. 

In game three, Night 
Hawks won the last game by 
a score of 448-431. Gavin 
Sinclair of Night Hawks 
finished strong with a final 
game of 122. The high three-
game series on the Night 
Hawks was bowled by Darryl 
Sinclair (340), and the high-
est series for Snappers was 
Stachowicz (311). 

The final  score  was 
1400-1398 in favor of Night 
Hawks. 

Ironmen bowled against 
Spare Parts Bud during week 
19. In game one, Spare Parts 

Bud defeated the Ironmen 
by a score of 491-469. Pete 
Swistak of Ironmen began 
the match with 119 in a los-
ing effort. John Jebb of Spare 
Parts Bud maintained the 
lead and began with 99. 

In game two, Ironmen 
defeated Spare Parts Bud 
by a score of 464-459. Ryan 
Drago of Ironmen finished 
with 119 to hang on to a 
slim lead. Jebb had to throw 
back-to-back spares in the 
final two frames to catch up 
to Drago and only got one 
spare. 

In game three, Ironmen 
won by a score of 525-498. 
Steve Swistak of Ironmen 
bowled well over his aver-
age with 124. Drago finished 
with the highest game of the 
match, 143. Jebb finished 
strong bowling well over his 
league average by scoring 
114. 

The final score was 1458-
1448 in favor of Ironmen. 

Cannonba l l s  bowled 
against P&J Meats in week 
19. In game one, P&J Meats 
defeated Cannonballs by a 
score of 436-430. In game 
two, Cannonballs defeat-
ed P&J Meats by a score of 
464-448. Micah Hinkley of 
Cannonballs responded with 
112 in game two. 

In  game three ,  P&J 
Meats won by a score of 
448-445, the closest game 
in the match. The final score 
was 1339-1332 in favor of 
Cannonballs. 

Fire Mountain bowled 
against Flaming Bowling 
Balls on lanes 9 and 10 at 
Roll-A-Way Lanes. In game 
one, Fire Mountain won 
the first game by a score of 
482-443. Rick Trott of Fire 
Mountain began the match 
with 128. 

The final  score  was 
1437-1379 in favor of Fire 
Mountain. 

Candlepin League News

Pioneers turn 
on offense in 
win over Turners

PALMER – Last Tuesday evening, 
Pathfinder girls basketball defeat-
ed Turners Falls 52-28. The Pioneers 
did an excellent job on defense, lim-
iting Turners to single digits in every 
frame of the game. Addison Doktor 
had a great game with 22 points while 
Megan Clark contributed 21 points for 
the Pioneers. Pathfinder is an even 5-5 
this season.

RIGHT: Jinx Ripley goes for the 
three-pointer.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Ciara Green makes a pass in transi-
tion.

Megan Clark shoots with pressure on. Cassandra Nykiel goes for a jump-
shot.

LEFT: Addison Doktor shoots near the 
free-throw line.

Tommy Schoonmaker looks to shoot.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Preston D’Amato sails 

an inbound pass away.

LEFT: Cameron Bruley dekes around his 
opponent.

Cameron Charpentier holds the ball away 
from his opponent.

Richard Valcourt hustles down the court.

Middle 
school 
boys 
action

SPRINGFIELD  – St. 
Louis Blues President of 
Hockey Operations and 
G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r 
Doug Armstrong 
a n n o u n c e d 
t o d a y 
t h a t 
S t e v e 
O t t  w i l l 
assume the 
role of head 
coach for the 
team’s AHL affiliate, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds, 
for the remainder of the 
season. Ott replaces Steve 
Konowalchuk, who has 
been relieved of his duties. 
Current Thunderbirds assis-
tant coach Chad Wiseman 
will serve as the inter-
im head coach for today’s 
Thunderbirds game against 
the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins until Ott can join 
the team later this week.

“The Blues want to 
thank Steve Konowalchuk 
for his contributions to our 
organization over the last 
two years and wish him 
all the best moving for-
ward,” said Armstrong. 
“We’re looking forward 
to Steve Ott taking over 
in Springfield to push our 
young players to get bet-
ter every day and further 
their development path to 
become St. Louis Blues. 
The current staff will take 
over his duties with the 
Blues for the rest of this 
season.”

Ott, 42, has nine seasons 

behind the Blues’ bench 
after first joining the staff 
as an assistant in the sum-

mer of 2017.   During 
h i s  t e n u r e ,  t h e 

S u m m e r s i d e , 
PEI, native 
has helped 

the  B lues 
c o m p i l e  a 

3 5 0 - 2 4 4 - 7 4 
( . 588  po in t s 
p e r c e n t a g e ) 

regular-season record and 
four postseason appear-
ances. In 2018-19, just his 
second season as a coach, 
Ott played an instrumental 
role in helping the Blues 
make a historic rise in the 
standings during the regular 
season, ultimately captur-
ing the 2019 Stanley Cup 
championship. Ott becomes 
the fifth head coach in 
Thunderbirds history

As a player, Ott enjoyed 
a 14-year NHL career, 
including 122 games with 
the Blues from 2014-2016. 
Overall, he accumulated 
288 points in 848 career 
regular-season games , 
including stints with Dallas, 
Buffalo, St. Louis, Detroit, 
and Montreal. 

Konowalchuk, 52, was in 
his second season as head 
coach of the Thunderbirds 
and has recorded an overall 
record of 47-50-4-8 (.486 
points-percentage) during 
his time in the organization, 
including a record of 13-18-
4-2 (.432) this season.

Steve Ott named new 
head coach of T-Birds

Registration 
set to open 
Feb. 1 for 
Quabbin 
Valley

SOUTH HADLEY – 
On Sunday, Jan. 11, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first 
meeting of 2026 to prepare 
for the upcoming season.

At the meeting it was 
determined registration for 
players will open up on 
Sunday, Feb. 1.

For the 2026 season, 
the cost will be $215 and 
will include a 16th game 
added to the regular season 
schedule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented 
with playing on Mother’s 
Day Saturday as well as a 
weeknight game to allow 
players an opportunity 
to play under the lights. 
While the night games 
were very successful, the 
Mother’s Day Saturday 
games were rained out.

Those elements will 
return along with a 16th 
game with an opponent 
to be determine as the 
league’s board explores 
possibilities for interleague 
matchups with another 
league in the region. 

For returning players 
to the league, the deadline 
is Mar. 22 at 12 noon to 
be registered for the 2026 
season in order to be guar-
anteed a roster spot. There 
will be open practices for 
all players but specifical-
ly targeted at new players 
scheduled for March 29 
and April 4 at times and 

Please see QUABBIN 
VALLEY, page 11

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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obituary

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Death notice
Bready, Robert Joseph
Died Jan. 19, 2026
Services Jan. 31, 2026

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Racket sport pros
  4. Make tea
  8. City South of 

Moscow
 10. Spanish 

bullfighting term
 11. Egg-shaped
 12. Could not 

remember
 13. French 

modernist painter
 15. Persons
 16. Painful intestinal 

obstruction
 17. Professions
 18. Is up to the task
 21. Wood or metal 

bolt
 22. Tax collector
 23. A way to save 

for the future
 24. Georgia rockers
 25. Midway between 

north and 
northeast

 26. High schoolers’ 
test

 27. Does not accept 
responsibility

 34. One who 
prepares

 35. Gout-indicative 
deposits

 36. Place to play 
games

 37. Book of Genesis 
character

 38. Cleans oneself
 39. Unloaded for 

money
 40. Genus of 

flowering plants
 41. Take a puff
 42. Congressmen
 43. God of battle 

in Scandinavian 
mythology

CLUES DOWN
  1. Type of bomb
  2. South Pacific 

islands
  3. Celestial body
  4. Negotiates
  5. Consider in a 

specified way
  6. Type of group in 

organic chemistry
  7. Buddhist 

monasteries
  9. Inhabitant of 

Bering Sea island
 10. Body part
 12. Milestone 

birthday
 14. Thyroid-

stimulating 
hormone

 15. More (Spanish)
 17. Chicago 

ballplayer
 19. Leaves a place

 20. Cannot be found
 23. One’s internal 

body parts
 24. Tell on
 25. North American 

peoples of 
southwest

 26. Soviet Socialist 
Republic

 27. Extract used for 
jams and jellies

 28. Greek goddess of 
the dawn

 29. Old English letter
 30. A way to 

exaggerate
 31. Get up and leave
 32. “Boardwalk 

Empire” character
 33. More generous
 34. Hanging cloth 

used as a blind
 36. Ancient Greek 

sophist

MONSON – Robert 
Joseph Bready, of Monson, 
p a s s e d  awa y 
peacefully on 
Jan. 19, 2026, at 
Life Care Center 
of Wilbraham, 
surrounded by 
h is  daughter, 
Kristal, who was 
his caregiver. 
He was 87 years 
old. 

Robert was born in 
Springfield on June 26, 
1938, the son of the late 
Joseph and Lillian (Nash) 
Bready. He was raised in 
Springfield, and a graduate 
of the Springfield school 
system. 

Robert had an honorable 
discharge from the United 
States Army in 1962. He 
continued his education 
at Western New England 
College, where he earned 
his bachelor’s degree in 
engineering. 

After graduating from 
college, he met his wife 
and moved to Somers, 
Connecticut where they 
made their first home. They 
raised their children in 
Ware.

While living in Ware, he 
served on the police depart-
ment as a special police 
officer and was the tax 
assessor for several years. 
Robert was employed for 
many years as a Senior 
Project Manager with the 
Physical Plant at UMass 
Amherst, where he was 
known for his dedication, 
professionalism, and strong 
work ethic. 

In 2000, he and his wife 
retired on the Cape where 
his love for golf took off. 
Robert was also an avid 
Red Sox and Patriots fan. 

After his wife, Roberta, 
passed away he moved 
back up to Monson to be 
near his daughter, which is 
where he met his girlfriend, 
Shirley, and spent many 
years with her. 

In his free time, Robert 
enjoyed golfing and play-
ing bluegrass music with 
his cousin, Pat. He also 
found simple joy in the 

occasional scratch ticket. 
He was a proud mem-

b e r  o f  t h e 
Masonic Lodge 
where he was a 
past master of 
Eden  Lodge , 
an organization 
that held spe-
cial meaning to 
him. He was a 
member of the 
Sh r ine r s  and 

served on the director’s 
staff. 

In addition to his par-
ents, Robert was prede-
ceased by his beloved 
wife, Roberta J. (Rice) 
Bready, his two broth-
ers, Richard and Joseph 
Bready, and his girlfriend, 
Shirley Conners. He is sur-
vived by his two daugh-
ters, Kristal S. Bready and 
her fiancé, Billy Manegre 
of Monson and Sharon 
Carey of Skokie, Illinois, 
his five grandchildren, 
Lily, Matthew and Sean 
Carey (“The Trips”) and 
Jacob and Travis Rock, 
his former son-in-law, Dan 
Carey (Terri) of Sturtevant, 
Wisconsin, he also leaves 
his cat, Cecil at home, 
along with extended family 
and friends who will miss 
him dearly. 

His daughter, Kristal, 
would like to thank the 
staff at Life Care Center 
for the endless phone calls 
and support throughout his 
time there. She would also 
like to thank all the staff 
at D’amour Cancer Center, 
including Gary, who was 
the chocolate dealer for 
“Chocolate Bob.” 

Family  and f r iends 
are invited to gather on 
Saturday, Jan. 31, 2026, 
from 1-2 p.m. at the Byron 
Keenan Funeral Home and 
Cremation Tribute Center, 
1858 Allen St., Springfield, 
fo l lowed by  Masonic 
Service and Funeral Home 
Service. A private burial 
will be held at a later date 
in Hillcrest Park Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital.

Robert Joseph 
Bready, 87

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

public safety

Warren Police Log
During  the  week  o f 

Jan.4-10, the Warren Police 
Department responded to 
115 building/property checks,  
one community policing, 12 
emergency 911 calls, one 
parking issue, one vehicle 
fire, two structure fires, one 
burglary/breaking and enter-
ing, two larcenies/thefts, two 
motor vehicle accidents and 
six motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Warren.

Sunday, Jan. 4
4:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Col l i s ion ,  Ware  Road , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Monday, Jan. 5
12:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

6:04 p.m. Open Door, Elm 
Street, Report Filed

8 :15  p .m.  Burg la ry /
Breaking & Entering, Elm 
Street, Report Filed

Tuesday, Jan. 6
2:52 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Brimfield Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

1 0 : 2 8  a . m .  S i c k /
Unknown, North Street, 
Transported to Hospital

1:13 p.m. Larceny or 
Theft, School Street, Officer 

Spoke to Party
1:51 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 

South Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Wednesday, Jan. 7
2:22 a.m. Falls, Winthrop 

Terrace, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

4:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Southbridge Road, 
Removed from Scene

5:33 a .m.  Headache, 
Chapel Street, Transported to 
Hospital

8:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Bemis Road, Written 
Warning

9:20 a.m. Stroke (CVA), 
Brimfield Road, Transported 
to Hospital

9:34 a.m. Abandoned 
Vehicle, Main Street, Report 
Filed

10:21 a.m. Breathing 
Difficulty, Comins Pond 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

1:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Boston Post Road, 
Arrest(s) Made

4:12 p.m. Suspicious 
Person, Bragg Road, Report 
Filed

7 p.m. Vehicle Fire, Town 
Farm Road, Report Filed

Thursday, Jan. 8
6:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

9:19 a.m. Parking Issues, 
Main Street, Report Filed

2:12 p.m. Larceny or 
Theft, Winthrop Terrace, 
Officer/Chief Advised

3:07 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Old West Brookfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Friday, Jan. 9
1:07 p.m. Structure Fire, 

Reynolds Road, Investigated

Saturday, Jan. 10
12:06 a.m. Breathing 

Difficulty, Nelligan Terrace, 
Transported to Hospital

10:37 a.m. Structure Fire, 
Main Street, Investigated

Hardwick Police Log

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

During the week of Jan. 
12-19, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 45 building/
property checks, 33 direct-
ed/area patrols, nine radar 
assignments, five traffic con-
trols, five emergency 911 
calls, three citizen assists, 
four assist other agencies, 
three complaints, one safe-
ty hazard, one trespass, one 
motor vehicle accident, four 
animal calls and six motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Jan. 12
9:23 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Turkey Street, Referred to 
Other Agency

3:14 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Prouty Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Jan. 13
3 : 2 1  a . m .  P a r k i n g 

Complaint, Prospect Street, 

Written Warning
2:29 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

High Street, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Jan. 14
10:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Church Street, Citation 
Issued

4:01 p.m. Assist Other 
A g e n cy,  J o s l y n  R o a d , 
Citation Issued

6:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Petersham Road, 
Vehicle Towed

Thursday, Jan. 15
9:05 a.m. Officer Initiated, 

Church Street, Citation Issued
12:32 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

12:48 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
High Street, Officer Handled

3:44 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
High Street, Officer Handled

Friday, Jan. 16
1 2 : 3 9  a . m .  Pa r k i n g 

Complaint, Bridge Street, 
Officer Handled

1:29 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, East Street, Services 
Rendered

8:54 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, High Road, Services 
Rendered

9:47 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Barre Road, Services 
Rendered

1 2 : 5 2  p . m .  M e d i c a l 
Emergency, Petersham Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2:42 p.m. Trespass, Out of 
Town, Officer Handled

9:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Lower Road, Written 
Warning

Saturday, Jan. 17
3:47 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Bridge Street, 
Transported to Hospital

8 : 0 6  p . m .  P a r k i n g 
Complaint, Lower Road, 
Dispatch Handled

N O RT H A M P TO N  — 
The Northwestern District 
Attorney’s Office has been 
awarded a $60,000 grant 
through the Byrne Justice 
Assistance Grant Program.

Adminis te red  by  the 
Executive Office of Public 
Safety and Security’s Office 
of Grants and Research, the 
grant assists with a wide 
range of public safety efforts, 
from officer training and 
community-based violence 
prevention programs to tech-
nology upgrades and forensic 
improvements. The $60,000 
awarded to the NWDAO will 
support several critical public 
safety initiatives, including:

Proactive Investigations: 
The Massachusetts State 
Police Hampshire/Franklin 
Detect ive  Uni t  and the 
Northwestern District Anti-
Crime Task Force in partner-
ship with NWDAO prosecu-

tors, will continue proactive 
efforts to identify and dis-
rupt online criminal activi-
ty involving exploitation of 
minors and vulnerable adults.

Technology & Evidence 
Management: NDATF will 
acquire secure storage equip-
ment to preserve seized 
mobile devices during long-
term digital investigations.

Domestic  Violence & 
Coercive Control Training: 
NWDAO wil l  t ra in  law 
enforcement on recognizing 
and responding to reports of 
coercive control and other 
non-physical abuse in inti-
mate partner relationships.

E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  Tr a i n i n g : 
Funding will support training 
for emergency medical per-
sonnel on intimate partner 
violence and non-fatal stran-
gulation.

P u b l i c  Aw a r e n e s s 

Campaign: NWDAO will 
develop and distribute inti-
mate partner violence aware-
ness posters on local bus 
routes ensuring that victims 
and survivors have access to 
resources and support infor-
mation in the community.

District Attorney David 
E. Sullivan stated, “Online 
exploitation and domestic 
violence occur at an alarm-
ing rate, often out of public 
view and behind closed doors. 
This funding is critical to our 
efforts to address these seri-
ous issues and strengthen the 
community safety net for our 
most vulnerable residents.”

The  NWDAO s e rves 
Hampshire and Franklin 
counties and the Town of 
Athol, working to ensure pub-
lic safety through prosecution, 
prevention, and community 
partnership.

DA’s office awarded $60,000 
for violence prevention

locations to be announced. 
The draft is currently sched-
uled to take place on April 4 
following that practice.

The season is current-
ly slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 

will also have a fall league in 
September and October this 
season.

The registration link will 
be live on Feb. 1 at www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org. 
Players must register and 
then pay the league dues via 
Venmo or contact the league 
leadership if an alternate 
form of payment is needed.

Aside from the weeknight 

and Mother’s Day games, 
other games take place 
Sundays at 10 a.m. outside 
of Mother’s Day, Memorial 
Day and July 4 weekends. 
Playoffs will be in August.

This is the 30th season for 
the league and league offi-
cials are looking to celebrate 
the anniversary with a couple 
of events. 

QUABBIN
VALLEY from page 10
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

 Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

 (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at 
Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 

167 North Spencer Road, Spencer, MA 
has an opening for a 

PART TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on 

experience and related skills .
Requirements: High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  

For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 

at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
 or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

The Town of Huntington
is seeking a part-time Town Hall 

Floater/Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant/

Assistant Town Clerk.  
$20-$22 per hour based on

experience. 15 hours per week. 
Application and complete job description 

are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us 

or by emailing
 admin@huntingtonma.us. 

Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
More information at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

PALMER: 1 BR Apt. 
No Pets/No Smoking. 
BRETON ESTATES

413-283-6940

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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public notices
TOWN OF WARE

Public Forum 
Monday, February 9, 2026 

at 6:30 PM
Public Hearing 

Monday, March 9, 2026 
at 6:30 PM

6:30 PM Ware Town Hall
126 Main Street, Ware, MA

or
Join Online: 

https://zoom.us/join 
Meeting ID: 784 604 1861     

Passcode: 01082 
FY 2026 Town of Ware CDBG 

Application
The Town of Ware Commu-

nity Development Authority, 
with Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, will conduct a 

Public Forum on Monday, Feb-
ruary 9th, 2025 at 6:30 PM and 
a Public Hearing on Monday, 
March 9th, 2025 at 6:30 PM at 
the Ware Town Hall, 126 Main 
Street, Ware – Town Hall Meet-
ing Room or via Zoom with the 
meeting ID and Passcode noted 
above. 

The public is encouraged to 
attend these meetings to discuss 
the FY26 application to the Mas-
sachusetts Executive Office of 
Housing and Livable Communi-
ties for up to $950,000 in avail-
able Community Development 
Block Grant Funds. Any person 
with questions or comments re-
garding the grant application will 
have an opportunity to be heard. 
Those unable to attend can send 

written comments to the Com-
munity Development Authori-
ty, Planning Department, Ware 
Town Hall, or through email at 
psmith@townofware.org. All 
written comments will be pre-
sented during the public meet-
ings. 

The Town is seeking input on 
community needs and projects 
which would benefit from grant 
funding. Construction of the Cot-
tage Street improvement project 
is currently being reviewed. The 
CDBG application will also in-
clude a request for funding for up 
to five social service programs 
including, but not limited to, 
adult basic education and GED 
preparation, domestic violence 
prevention, elder services, and 

community health. 
The Ware Town Hall is hand-

icapped accessible. Anyone who 
requires special accommodation 
for either public meeting should 
contact the town at least one week 
prior to the hearing date at (413) 
967-9648 ext. 118. For further 
information contact Para Smith, 
Director of Planning & Com-
munity Development at (413) 
967-96487 ext. 118 or psmith@
townofware.org or Erica Johnson 
at PVPC at (413) 781-6045 or 
ejohnson@pvpc.org.  
01/29/2026

Storage Auction
In accordance with the provi-

sions of the Massachusetts Gen-

eral Law 105A, in order to satisfy 
past due rents and other expens-
es, the contents the contents of 
Jason Strniste, Tracy Pilch and 
Brian Tinker will be auctioned 
off at Secure Storage, 70 Boston 
Post Rd Warren, MA on Febru-
ary 14, 2026 at 9:00 AM.

The contents of Kaylee Louvi-
takis, Adam J. Perez, Kelley Sul-
livan, Eric Young and Don Aubin 
will be auctioned off at Secure 
Storage, 167 West St., Ware, MA 
on February 14, 2026 at 9:45 
AM.

Any questions or inquiries call 
413-800-6278. 
01/29, 02/5//2025

TOWN OF HARDWICK
BOARD OF HEALTH

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Hardwick Board of Health 

will hold a Public Hearing on 
Thursday, February 5, 2026, at 
7:00 P.M. at the Municipal Of-
fice Building, 307 Main Street, 
Gilbertville, MA.

The purpose of this hearing 
is to receive public comment 
on proposed regulations for Re-
stricting the Sale of Tobacco 
Products. 

Interested parties are encour-
aged to attend. Copies of the 
proposed regulations may be re-
quested at Town Hall or by email 
to boh@hardwick-ma.gov. 
01/22, 01/29/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The start of the day was not 
promising with snow coming 
down at speed on Jan. 7, but 
by 11 a.m. it was over and 
the sun came out so that by 3 
p.m. it would be time for the 
first West Brookfield Winter 
Farmers Market of 2026, held 
at the First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield.

On entering, it was the 
same warmth experienced in 
the old year with vendors set 
up and doing business.

Coming inside the hall on 
the left was Joy Hinton of 
Joy of Beans, famous for cof-
fee from all over the world. 
Moving along on the right 
was Robyn Scott and her Blair 
House Blooms with beautiful 
tulips on her table.

Next would be Linda 
Fuchs of Flourish Farms. 
Linda has been coming to 
the market for several years 
and also comes to the West 
Brookfield Summer Farmers 
Market. This day, her table 
had microgreens, and ginger 
as well as turmeric.

Other vendors that have 
been here for a few years 
inc lude  Rich  Laba  and 
Farm46 from Charlton. He 
brings his specialty pork prod-
ucts.

Making specialty products 
out of scrap wood is veteran 
market man Bernie Wilson of 
B&D Enterprises. Years ago, 
he brought pens and has since 
expanded the variety of prod-
ucts.

T h o m p s o n ’ s  M a p l e 
Farm came from up in New 
Braintree. They bring maple 
syrup and other maple prod-
ucts, but also many flavors of 
ice cream.

In the center of the hall 
was St i l l  Life  Farm as 
usual with Halley and Curt 
Stillman. Still Life Farm was 
busy, as customers were lining 
up to buy the winter produce.

Autumn Leaf Farm is the 
purveyor of locally grown 
microgreens and is the vendor 
of a variety of mushrooms. 
Gail was staffing the table 
this Wednesday. We asked her 
why shrooms?

Gail told us she did not 
find anyone else doing them 
and could not find them in 
stores. About a year ago she 
started teaching herself.

She  usual ly  has  five 
types, but this day there were 
Shitake, Blue Oyster and 
Pioppino. These are custom-
er favorites and they looked 
beautiful.

Also on the table were 
lovely colored eggs from 
Autumn Leaf Farm’s Golden 
Comet Chickens. It’s a breed 
of Golden-Brown color that is 
a prolific layer and popular at 
the market.

To the left of Autumn Leaf 
Farm was Bucha Bros. There 
motto is “In Gut We Trust.” 
What the heck does that 
mean?

There is an explanation. 
Kombucha is a beverage that 
has taken off in popularity in 
the last several years. It is a 
fermented beverage that is 
beneficial for a person’s gut 
health

We spoke with  Ryan 
Laurie,  co-founder with 
Edward Fisher.

Bucha Bros Kombucha 
is produced at the Worcester 
Food Hub. Unlike much of 
what is on sale in grocery 
stores, Bucha Bros is not pas-
teurized. “Pasteurization kills 
the billions of tiny good bac-
teria that call Kombucha (and 
your gut) home.” 

Bucha Bros is here at the 
winter market and several oth-
ers through the year.

On Jan. 14, we again 
crossed East Main Street 
a n d  e n t e r e d  t h e  F i r s t 
Congregational Church of 
West Brookfield. The church 
has been hosting the West 
Brookfield Winter Farmers 
Market for several years now, 
generously so.

So, at 3 p.m. vendors 
are already set up along the 
church hall as patrons arrive. 
On this day, we arrived 

mid-market to see sellers and 
shoppers happily interacting.

Coming in the hall, on the 
right, were the lovely tulips 
of Robyn Scott’s Blair House 
Blooms. Though Robyn is 
usually greeting shoppers, she 
was absent this week. That 
was no problem as her son, 
Adam, on duty, competently 
serving the needs of custom-
ers wanting to take some color 
home.

Turning the corner, we 
came to Kelly Homestead 
Apiary from Charlton. Again, 
in the church was Ginger, who 
was assisted by her daughter, 
The table had more than a 
little honey and related prod-
ucts. Infused hot honeys or 
with garlic are new this year.

Next, back this week is 
Rich Laba, well known for the 
pork products he brings from 
Farm46 in Charlton. There are 
eggs and pastured poultry, but 
the jowl bacon is sublime.

The Chairman of the Board 
was next. It is not in the cor-
porate sense that Wayne 
Boulette does this, nor is it 
in the sense Frank Sinatra 
was.  Wayne does boards, that 
is making cutting boards and 
other useful kitchen utensils 
that are brought to market. 
The man is a dog lover and 
has a couple of poodles at 
home, and part of the chair-
man’s profits go to support the 
ASPCA.

New this year is JARS 
Bakery & Café down from 
23 Summer St., in North 
Brookfield. Representing 
JARS at the Market was 

Chloe Fredette.
Chloe came with a good 

selection of pastries There 
was banana chocolate chip 
bread, cinnamon rolls with 
cream cheese frosting, as well 
as apple turnover and choco-
late chip cookies.

Not looking for some-
thing too sweet, a spinach feta 
croissant looked good.

Soup was also available. 
The choices were creamy 
tomato basil and Loaded pota-
to soup.

To the left was an array 

of “gifts in a jar.” There was 
drink mixes, soup mixes and 
various seasonings.

The café is open 8 a.m.-
2 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday and 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
Sunday.

They have variety of cof-
fees and teas and other bev-
erages.

On the first Sunday of each 
month at the café there is “Tea 
for Two Sundays,” with a 
selection of sandwiches, fresh 
pastries and desserts as well 
as teas.

JARS also  s t r ives  to 
accommodate allergies and 
dietary restrictions.

Also, a first-year vendor at 
the winter market is Golden 
Grain Artisanal Bread. We 
spoke with Bryan who is 
co-owner, with Leidy, of the 
business.

Bryan is a self-taught arti-
sanal baker, who wanted a 
break from a previous endeav-
or. Bryan is without formal 
training but is not without 
dedication.

Starting out by utilizing 
tutorials, cookbooks, “and 
relentless trial-and-error test-
ing, it would become a true 
fascination with food.”

Bryan brought the results 
to market. On the table was 
Rustic Sourdough that was 
fermented for the better part 
of three days. He explained 
that depending on the humid-
ity, fermentation time could 
vary greatly. A humid summer 
day could see it happening in 
four hours, whereas in win-
ter it could be two and a half 
days.

Whole lot of science in 
baking.

Also at the market, Bryan 
had a couple of focaccias, and 
brown butter chocolate chip 
cookies. Shok Up An is a 
Japanese milk bread.

Such was the mid-Feb-
ruary day at a market. It’s a 
welcoming venue, so come 
next Wednesday as the end in 
March will be here before we 
know it.

Winter Farmers MarketWest BrookfieldWest Brookfield
is backis back

Ryan Laurie and Bucha Bros are vendors at the West 
Brookfield Winter Farmers Market.

Gail of Autumn Leaf Farm offered mushrooms and eggs at the first market of the season 
on Jan. 7.

Turley Photos by Richard Murphy
Chloe and JARS Bakery & Café are new vendors at the 
West Brookfield Winter Farmers Maket.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS, TUBES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

WINTER SALE!!!!
ALL TVS ON SALE!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation
June 9-12
$899

Totally renovated 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch home located in desirable 
Tantasqua School District. updated plumbing, electrical, hot water 

tank, newer boiler, well pump and roof. Large dining room off 
new kitchen with granite 

countertops and stainless 
steel appliances, all new 

flooring throughout. Huge 
dining and living room 

area. Slider to back yard. 
Massive basement ready 

for you to finish. Horseshoe 
drive and large carport. 
Passing title v in hand.

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

NEW LISTING!

28 Long Hill Road, 
Brookfield - $429,900

  

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

A MUST SEE! A MUST SEE! 
- $674,900 - $674,900 

(LAKEFRONT)(LAKEFRONT)
22 BEACH DRIVE, 22 BEACH DRIVE, 

WEST BROOKFIELD, MA        WEST BROOKFIELD, MA        

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

Features:
• 3 beds 
• 1.50 baths
• 2 car garage
• private dock
• boathouse with  
   kitchenette 
   & bath

$559,900 $559,900 
95 TOWN FARM ROAD95 TOWN FARM ROAD

WARREN, MAWARREN, MA      

• New 
   Construction
• 3 beds
• 2 baths

Features:
• 2 car garage
• Walkout 
   Basement
• Open floor plan

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $288,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 21 Varney 
Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This is a 55 and Better community. 
This home includes a wonderful floor plan with spacious 
rooms. Master bedroom includes a large attached 
bathroom. Two full bathrooms, large back deck, and two 
large wood sheds. Asking 245,000. See MLS#73457117. 

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $134,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

www.turley.com  •  413.283.8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

CONTACT US
TODAY FOR
DETAILS

LOCAL BUSINESS

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - OAKHAM, MA
This split level ranch in the great town of Oakham has so 
much to offer. 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths on the main level, 
an additional bedroom/office space on the lower level, w/ 
second living room and space to add a kitchenette to create 
an in-law/teen suite. Multiple heating options include electric baseboards, wood stove, brand 
new pellet stove. Solar panels are owned and fully cover the electric bill every month, a HUGE 
bonus with the recent rate increases! Newer metal roof, newly paved driveway, brand new shed 
w/ heat and electric, large barn (currently being used for a sawmill) and fenced lot, all set up for 
animals if looking for a farm/horse property. 3.5 private acres of land, w/ LOW property taxes! 
Available for $539,900. For those looking for a unique business opportunity, this property is also 
available for $579,900 - This price includes the property as well as all business equipment, and 
client list for anyone interested in continuing to operate the sawmill.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS


