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H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Planning Board continued 
a public hearing to issue a 
special permit for a personal 
kennel to a resident on Patrill 
Hollow Road. 

At the Jan. 13 meet-
ing, Planning Board Chair 
William Cole read a state-
ment  f rom the  town’s 
Animal Control Officer, Tina 
Lindsay, in support of grant-
ing a special permit to appli-
cant Sergio Nieves.

Nieves owns nines dogs, 
which he keeps at his house 
at 1376 Patrill Hollow Road, 
all of which are up to date 
on vaccinations and registra-
tions. 

Lindsay stated the only 
complaint received for the 
property was about barking 
dogs in 2023. She stated the 
complaint was addressed and 
there have been no further 
concerns.

“The applicant has done 
everything asked of him,” 
Lindsay wrote in her state-
ment to the board. 

Animal Inspector and 
Assistant Animal Control 
Officer Traci Brearley was 
in attendance at the hearing, 
along with Nieves.

“I just want the permit to 
keep my pets,” Nieves said to 
the board.

Nieves, who is a profes-
sional dog and K-9 train-
er with a business in East 
Longmeadow, said he would 

PB OK’d 
personal 
kennel 
permit

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
Selectmen had a discussion 
involving the town entering 
into a contract with Tecton 
Architects. 

During their Jan. 15 reg-
ular meeting, the Selectmen 
wanted to know more about 

what scope of work will 
be done when considering 
the bank building at 968 
Main St., which used to be 
Cornerstone Bank. 

Town Administrator James 
Ferrera talked about the two 
articles that were approved 
at the Special Town Meeting, 
with one including using 
Free Cash to see if the bank 
building would meet the stan-

dards of housing a police sta-
tion. 

The town has worked with 
Tecton Architects in the past, 
including the feasibility stud-
ies for a public safety com-
plex. From Ferrera’s stand-
point, Tecton is knowledge-
able about the town’s needs. 

Once the town comes to a 
decision, they will follow a 
designer selection law. As of 

now, “we haven’t landed on 
a specific site at this moment 
for a police station,” Ferrera 
said. The town still doesn’t 
know what the outcome will 
be as far as either construct-
ing a new building or reno-
vating an existing building.

This is an assessment that 
is needed and is what the 
townspeople support. The 
article passed at the Special 

Town Meeting to have a 
study on the bank building 
done to see if it’s feasible to 
house a modern-day police 
station. 

The officials will give 
the town some guidance in 
the future, but this assess-
ment needs to be done by an 
architect or an engineer. Not 
knowing if there is any haz-
ardous material in the bank 

building, the Selectmen know 
that would be an added cost 
and wants to make the public 
aware of that scenario. 

From Ferrera’s under-
standing, the bank building, 
owned by Jim Fountain, is 
not currently on the market. 
If the town were to move for-

Selectmen continued discussion on building assessment

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Jan.  17, 
2026, marked the official 
150th anniversary of the 
Warren Public Library, which 
was celebrated this past 
weekend. 

2026 is a special year with 
celebrations of the 250th 
anniversary of the United 
States of America happen-
ing all around the country. 
The Warren Public Library 
has an anniversary of its own 
to celebrate this year and its 
accolades and services were 
acknowledged heavily during 
their open house celebration. 

I t  al l  began in 1876 
when the Warren Public 
Library was established as 

a corporation by an act of 
Massachusetts Legislature. 
The public library was to be 
free and open to the public, 
but the one thing missing was 
a building and where it can 
be places in Warren. 

Thanks to Senator Wilson 
Fairbank, who lived near the 
property, purchased a corner 
lot on Main Street and Bacon 
Street, which is now the cur-
rent site of the Warren Public 
Library. After construction 
work was completed, the 
library had a new building 
and was dedicated on July 
4, 1890. Town Officials, 
the Warren Public Library 
Corporation, and Building 
Committee were in atten-

Library celebrated 150th year at open house

Eagle Hill School 
presents musical 
Jan. 23-25

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK –  Th is 
weekend, the cast and crew 
of Eagle Hill School’s pro-
duction of “Into the Woods 
Jr.” guarantee it will be 
worth the journeying to see 
this humorous, yet touch-
ing, adaptation of Stephen 
Sondheim’s groundbreaking 
musical.

“Into the Woods Jr.” will 
be performed Friday, Jan. 23 
at 7 p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 24 
at 7 p.m.; and Sunday, Jan. 
25 at 2 p.m. at The Center 
at  Eagle Hill ,  242 Old 
Petersham Road. Tickets are 
$10 and are available online 
at thecenterateaglehill.org or 
at the Box Office on the days 
of the show. 

Performing Arts Teacher 
Will Gelinas, director and 

It’s time to go ‘Into the Woods’

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Little Red Riding Hood encountered the Wolf on her way to Granny’s 
house in Eagle Hill School’s production of “Into the Woods Jr.”  to be per-
formed Friday, Jan. 23 at 7 p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 24 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, 
Jan. 25 at 2 p.m. at The Center at Eagle Hill, 242 Old Petersham Road. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WA R E  –  I n t e r i m 
Superintendent Michael 
Wood told the School 
Committee that the high 
school’s chiller replace-
ment project would be 
included as an article on 
the Special Town Meeting 
warrant. 

The  Spec ia l  Town 
Meeting will be held in 
the school’s auditorium 
on Monday, Feb. 2 at 6:30 
p.m.

At the Jan. 14 meeting, 
School Committee Chair 
Brian Winslow read the 
article (article 12), which 
will ask voters for addi-
tional money to cover the 
cost of the project.

“This did go up before 
the town before, unfortu-
nately the amount that was 
appropriated was not suf-
ficient and therefore it has 
come back to get the high-
er amount,” he said. 

Winslow said original-
ly it was thought that the 
chiller could be repaired 
by replacing parts, but that 
will not be possible.

“They found it was 
just totally gone, so the 
whole thing needs to be 
replaced,” he said. 

Wood said article 12 
is seeking an addition-
al $450,000 to add to the 
existing money appropri-
ated. The total cost of the 
project is about $650,000.

WHS chiller 
project 
on STM 
warrant

The Witch explained her reasons for lay-
ing a curse on the Baker’s parents. 

Shown from left are state Sen. Jake Oliveira, Barbara 
Larkin of the Warren Library Board of Trustees and state 
Rep. Todd Smola. Larkin was presented a Massachusetts 
General Courts Resolution, which was presented during 
the Warren Library’s 150th anniversary open house this 
past weekend. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK –  The 
Paige Memorial Library is 
excited to welcome back 
Pam Hinckley this winter 
for workshops. 

There are workshops 
available for kids to learn 
basic sewing and embroi-
dery skills and to intro-
duce them to using a sew-
ing machine. In addition 
to kid’s workshops there 
is a session of knitting and 

handcrafts for adults. 
Hinckley is a resident 

of Hardwick and has been 
sewing and knitting since 
she was a child. She started 
a sewing business out of her 
home and now offers class-
es for children. 

Hinckley shared that she 
had kids who expressed a 
lot of interest and wanting 
to learn how to sew and knit 
clothes. 

This year marks the third 
year Hinckley has offered 
these workshops at the 
Paige Memorial Library. 
Children have been coming 
every year to learn this life 

Hinckley returns to Paige 
Library for workshop

Please see WARRANT, 
page 3

Please see PERMIT, page 7

Please see BUILDING, 
page 6

Please see HINCKLEY, 
page 5

Please see WOODS page 6

Please see OPEN HOUSE, 
page 13
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

Build your skills and strengthen your business through QVCDC’s 
hands-on workshops and group training sessions. Designed 
for both new and established businesses, these sessions cover 
business planning, marketing, and financial management. Financial 
assistance may be available for qualifying participants.

Foundations of Small Business Marketing   $25
2 dates to choose from: Sat. January 24 or Sat. April 18

With tight resources & limited time, having a clear, focused marketing 
plan can help cut through the noise and make an impact. This hands-on 
workshop is designed to help simplify your marketing and make more 
confident decisions. We will cover core marketing and social media 
fundamentals, including defining your audience, clarifying your message, 
developing a value proposition, creating an ad, and building a practical 
marketing plan. Participants will sharpen their focus, reach customers more 
effectively, and build a marketing strategy that supports steady growth in 
uncertain times.

REGISTER NOW at 
QVCDC.org/learn 
or call 413-967-3001.

Business 
planning & 
marketing 
classes 
starting 
soon.

5-part Business Planning Workshop  $99
Mon. Jan 26 • Wed. Jan 28 • Mon. Feb 2 • Wed. Feb 4 
plus a one-on-one individual session.
Starting or growing a business can feel especially uncertain in changing 
economic times, and having a clear plan can help steady the path forward. 
The Quaboag Valley CDC Business Planning Workshop is a hands-on series 
that helps new and growing business owners bring structure to their ideas, 
understand their options, and plan with greater confidence. Participants 
learn how to build a support team, create a practical roadmap, explore 
marketing approaches, and better understand financing and cash flow 
through guided sessions and a one-on-one financial projection, all designed 
to support thoughtful decision-making.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

Staff Report

WARE – At their first 
meeting of the year, the 
Community Development 
Authority established the 
process for small façade and 
sign improvements along 
Main Street.  

Businesses may apply 
t h r o u g h  t h e  P l a n n i n g 
Department. Grants will be 
funded through the town’s 
federal American Rescue 
Plan Act program. 

S h a n n o n  F i e l d  o f 
Fieldcrest Brewery present-
ed a request and drawings 
for signs for the brewery. 
Field stated that the business 
that will open on East Main 
Street later in February. 

The CDA voted to award 
Fieldcrest $5,000 to support 
the new signs.

In other business, Erica 
Johnson, senior planner for 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  u p d a t e d 

the CDA on the recently 
awarded 2025 Community 
Development Block Grant.  
The grant is going through 
state contract review, and the 
town is working on complet-
ing special conditions. 

The CDBG program will 
fund the first phase of the 
reconstruction of Cottage 
Street and three social ser-
vices. 

C o t t a g e  S t r e e t  w i l l 
include paving, new side-
walks, and utilities. The 
funded social service pro-
grams are adult literacy, 
senior citizen outreach, and 
the Ware River Domestic 
Violence Task Force.  

The construction and ser-
vices can move forward once 
the state contract is signed.

Johnson also discussed 
plans for the 2026 CDBG 
application. The grant sub-
mittal is due to the Executive 
Office of  Housing and 
Livable Communities on 

April 21.  
The  maximum grant 

award is $950,000.
Two steps needed for 

the application are a pub-
lic forum and a final pub-
lic hearing. The forum will 
be held on Monday, Feb. 9, 
and the hearing on Monday, 
March 9.  The CDA, work-
ing  wi th  the  P lanning 
Department, will conduct 
public outreach.

Johnson explained the 
importance of public input to 
grant review. She suggested 
that the town may want to 
conduct a survey to confirm 
the needs of residents.  

D e p e n d i n g  o n  p u b -
lic feedback, the CDA will 
consider the next phase of 
Cottage Street construc-
tion and ongoing support of 
social services.

The next CDA meeting, 
including the CDBG forum, 
is Monday, Feb. 9 at 6:30 
p.m.

Community Development Authority 
approved sign improvement

File Photo
Last week’s photo 

from 2022 showed CCD 
student Jaxon Warburton 
volunteering to help the 

Ware Knights of Columbus 
serve spaghetti dinners.

Warburton was correctly 
identified by Andy 

Zajac and Zacharias 
Fragkiadakis.”

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, Jan. 26

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. chair Yoga with 

Lisa
Tuesday, Jan. 27

•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

•	 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 
to the Oldies with Lisa. 
$3 per class.

•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)
Wednesday, Jan. 28

•	 9 a.m. Tai-Chi 
•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. Knit-Crochet-

Laugh
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
Thursday, Jan. 29

•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

•	 9 a.m. Walking Club 

(weather permitting)
•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 

for Beginners
•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Jan. 30
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat 
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50
 unless otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, Jan. 26
Blueberry Pancakes, 

Scrambled Eggs, Corned 
Beef Hash, Dessert of the 
Day

Tuesday, Jan. 27
Chinese Pepper Steak 

Sub Sandwich,  French 
Fries, Dessert of the Day

Wednesday, Jan. 28
Pork Stir Fry with Rice 

Pilaf, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

Thursday, Jan. 29
Stuffed Pepper, Tossed 

Salad, Dessert of the Day
Friday, Jan. 30

T u r k e y  W a l d o r f 
Sandwich, Veggie Salad, 
Dessert of the Day

Ware Senior Center news Ham radio 
club meeting 
to be held 
Jan. 27

W E S T  B R O O K -
FIELD – The Quaboag 
Valley Amateur Radio 
Club will hold its next 
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 
27 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
West Brookfield Senior 
Center, 73 Central St. 

This month’s presenta-
tion features Bill Simpson 
of Smokestack Lightning, 
who will  explain the 
basics of lightning pro-
tection and share a short 
demonstration with his 
“lightning machine.” All 
licensed amateurs and 
anyone curious about 
Amateur Radio are invited 
to attend, and the public 
is welcome to stop in – 
especially homeowners 
interested in practical 
lightning safety. 

For more information 
about the club, upcom-
ing events, or licensing 
opportunities, visit www.
QVARC.com.

WARE – The Annual 
Town Election will be held 
on Monday, April 13.

O ff i c e s  w h i c h  w i l l 
appear on the ballot are: 
Selectboard,  three-year 
term, vote for two; School 
Commi t t ee ,  t h r ee -yea r 
term, vote for one; Board 
of Assessors, three-year 
term, vote for one; Board of 
Assessors, one year unex-
pired term, vote for one; 
Board of Health, three-year 
term, vote for one; Park 
Commissioner, three-year 
term, vote for one; Cemetery 
Commissioner, three-year 
term, vote for one; Planning 
Board, five-year term, vote 

for  one;  Ware Housing 
Authority, five-year term, 
vote for one

The last date to register to 
vote is Friday, April 3. The 
last date to obtain and file 
nomination papers (49 days 
prior to the Annual Town 
Election) is Monday, Feb. 23 
by 5 p.m. 

The last date to file nomi-
nation papers with the Town 
Clerk (35 days prior to the 
Annual  Town Elect ion) 
is Monday, March 9. The 
last date to object to fil-
ing of nomination papers 
or withdrawal of papers 
filed (33 days prior to the 
Annual Town Election) is 

Wednesday, March 11.
The last date for file an 

application for Vote by Mail 
(five business days prior to 
the Annual Town Election) is 
Monday, April 6 by 5 p.m. 

Anyone interested in run-
ning for public office must be 
a registered voter in Ware.

Nomination Papers may 
be picked up as of Jan. 18 
during normal business 
hours – Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday or Friday from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Questions may be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk, Nancy 
J. Talbot, at 413-967-9648 
extension 103.

Nomination papers for Ware’s Annual 
Town Election now available
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$179
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/22/26-1/28/261/22/26-1/28/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SNOW CRAB CLUSTER COOKED .

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 OZ ... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

ea$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$298
lb

lb

$499
USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
RIB END or LOIN END ...........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 CHICKEN .....................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
FULLY COOKED W/BBQ RUB 
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ....... lb

lb
$299

$299

$144

$168
BEEF CHUCK 

STEAK or ROAST
lb

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

USDA INSP. 
SMOKED PORK 
SHOULDER PICNIC .....................$266

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE lb

$122
lb

$777

$599
lb

lb

BEEF STRIPLOIN

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

community

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Tired of the 
winter weather? Looking 
for something fun and edu-
cational to do? Your local 
library has just what you’re 
looking for. 

Weekly programs at the 
Ware Library, 37 Main St., 
include Story Stars with 
Mrs. Desjardins on Mondays 
at 4:30 p.m., Storytime with 
Miss Cathy on Tuesdays 
at 10:30 a.m., Monday 
Crafternoon on Mondays 
from 3-5 p.m., Imagination 
Station (open-ended craft-
ing) on Tuesdays from 
4-6 p.m., Lego Club on 
Wednesdays from 4:30-5:30 
p.m., Family Bingo held 
every last Thursday of the 
month from 4:30-5:30 p.m., 
and Saturday Morning Craft 
on Saturday, Jan. 24 from 

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
C h i l d r e n  c a n  m a ke 

Valentine’s Day themed 
hear t  window decora -
tions during the Saturday 
Morning Craft on Jan. 24. 
This is a drop-in craft-
ing event inside the Ware 
Library’s Children’s Room 
recommended for ages 3 and 
up. 

The Ware Library has 
numerous fun activities 
during the February school 
break. Storytime & Craft 
with Miss Cathy will be held 
on Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 10:30 
a.m. for ages 2 to 5.  

Wildlife on Wheels fea-
turing animal ambassadors 
from the Zoo in Forest Park 
in Springfield makes its 
return to the Ware Library 
on Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 3:30 
p.m. 

Registration is required 
for Wildlife on Wheels as 
space is limited. To register, 

call 413-967-9691 or email 
gouletc@cwmars.org. 

In partnership with the 
East Quabbin Land Trust, 
the Ware Library will be 
hosting Nature Journaling 
on Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 2 
p.m. This activity is fun for 
children ages 7-12 who love 
art and nature. 

This program will be 
led by Ellie Shea, the Youth 
Education Coordinator at the 
East Quabbin Land Trust. 
Children will learn how to 
sketch plants, animals, and 
include notes. 

Materials such as paper, 
basic art supplies, and natu-
ral materials will be provid-
ed. Guests can bring their 
own journal if they choose 
to as well as labeled art sup-
plies, and plant materials. 

Lego Club will take place 
during February break on 
Wednesday, Feb. 18 from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. Lego Club is 

for ages 3 and up. 
Julie Stepanek will make 

an appearance at the Ware 
Library for another round 
of Music with Julie on 
Thursday, Feb. 19 at 10:30 
a.m. for ages 0-5. 

The Ware Library is 
excited to welcome the 
talented a cappella group 
formed at Smith College in 
Northampton, known as the 
Smiffenpoofs, on Saturday, 
Feb. 28 at noon in the 
Reading Room. 

This group is the oldest 
traditionally all female col-
legiate a cappella group in 
the U.S. that formed back in 
1936. 

For more information, 
contact the Ware Library 
by calling 413-967-5491, 
emailing warelibrary1881@
gmai l . com or  v i s i t ing 
warelibrary.org. People may 
also follow the Ware Library 
on Facebook. 

HARDWICK – Voters 
will take action on three 
articles at the Special Town 
Meeting on Thursday, Jan. 
22 at 6 p.m. in the Municipal 
Office Building, 307 Main 
St., Gilbertville. 

Police cruiser purchase
Article 1 will ask voters to 

transfer money from Capital 
Stabilization to pay costs to 
purchase a new police cruis-
er. This article requires a 
majority vote to pass.

School boiler replacement
Article 2 will ask voters 

to appropriate money to pay 
costs of replacing the boiler 
at the Hardwick Elementary 
School, and to determine 
whether this amount shall be 

raised by borrowing or other-
wise provided.

This article will require a 
two-thirds majority vote if 
the money will be appropri-
ated through borrowing. 

Rail Trail easement
Article 3 will ask voters 

to acquire, by purchase, gift 
and/or eminent domain, a 
permanent easement for the 
construction, operation and 
maintenance of a portion of 
the Mass Central Rail Trail 
on property identified as 
Assessor’s Map 51, Parcel 
1, and described in a deed 
recorded with the Worcester 
South Registry of Deeds in 
Book 60193, Page 81.

This article requires a 
majority vote to pass.  

Hardwick to hold 
STM this Thursday

Library offers fun and learning this winter

Superintendent’s report
Wood said the school 

district is still looking to fill 
vacancies, and he is work-
ing with an agency to find 
licensed teachers. Vacancies 
include the eighth grade math 
teacher, the computer teach-
er and the long-term special 
education teacher.

Wood said staff has “real-
ly come together” and fig-
ured out a schedule that will 
meet the IEP needs of special 
education students with the 
absence of the long-term spe-
cial education teacher.

Wood also announced the 
departure of teacher David 
Greenberg, who has accepted 
a new position closer to his 
home. 

“We’re in the process of 
hiring for that position as 
well,” Wood said. 

Wood encouraged parents 
to have their students to dress 
in layers due to the winter 
weather, and also to have 
students check the lost and 
found areas at the schools for 
missing items. 

Wood spoke about a proj-
ect offered by the Children’s 
Advocacy Center of the 
Hampshire County District 
Attorney’s Office, known as 
“Handle with Care.” He said 

faculty would receive a “han-
dle with care” message about 
a student, if that student’s 
residence received a police or 
fire call.

“That’s all we get – we 
don’t get what happened, we 
don’t get who as involved…
the idea is to just let faculty 
know…that we need to give 
special attention and empa-
thy to the student for whatev-
er reason that he or she may 
come in with extra trauma 
that day,” he said.

Wood said he is working 
with the Police Chief to sign 
a memorandum of under-
standing for the project.

Work is underway on the 
fiscal year 2027 school dis-
trict budget. He said a needs-
based budget will be devel-
oped and the target will be 
level-services. 

Event Site 
Administrator position
Athletic Director Tom 

Shamgochian said the Event 
Site Administrator has been 
a position in the school dis-
trict since 2012, and it has 
primarily been used during 
basketball games.

“Our Athletic Department 
is really a department of one, 
or one and a half,” he said. 

Shamgochian said having 
this position is essential, as 
the staff is “stretched real-

ly thin” during games when 
over 300 people can be in the 
gym at a time. 

Wood said he recom-
mended a pay increase from 
$35 to $80 per game for the 
Event Site Administrator. 

The pay would be $80 for 
a varsity game, and $100 for 
both varsity and junior var-
sity games. Sports with lon-
ger games, such as soccer 
and football, would earn a 
higher rate due to more hours 
worked. 

The School Committee 
approved the new fee sched-
ule. 

Student Council conference
Student Council Advisor 

and English teacher Lindsay 
Witherow came before the 
committee to get approv-
al to bring Student Council 
members to the annual 
Massachusetts Association of 
Student Councils Conference 

in Hyannis March 4-6.
She said it’s a three-day 

event where students attend 
workshops that promote 
leadership and student dis-
course, and allow them to 
network with other schools.

“And there’s some fun 
that they have there also,” she 
said.

While at the conference, 
the students will also partic-
ipate in the Unified Special 
Olympics’ Polar Plunge.

“It’s a great experience,”  
Witherow said. 

The School Committee 
approved the trip.

Superintendent’s 
search update

School Committee mem-
ber and search committee 
chair Mel Whitham said 
the search for a permanent 
superintendent is going well, 
and they have received sev-
eral applicants. She said the 

application deadline is Jan. 
23. 

“We hope to have two to 
four candidates to bring to 
the committee within that 
timeline,” Whitham said. 

Math teacher MOU
The School Committee 

signed a memorandum of 
understanding for Ware 
Middle School Assistant 
Principal Steve Alaownis to 
serve as the grade eight math 
teacher.

Wood said Alaownis has 
“graciously volunteered” to 
teach the algebra portion of 
the grade eight math course. 
He said it’s really important 
to have a licensed teacher in 
that role.

Alaownis will teach one 
class each day and he will 

have one planning period 
each week.

Donation
The School Committee 

accepted the donation of a 
1925 Chickering parlor baby 
grand piano from a resident, 
valued at approximately 
$2,700. The piano will be 
located in the middle school. 

Comments and concerns
A resident asked about the 

status of the high school’s 
principal position, and why 
it is not filled. She said the 
school district’s website does 
not list current administrators 
either. 

“I think it’s time to put 
this to bed…what is going 
on with the principal?,” she 
asked.  

WARRANT from page 1

HARDWICK – This win-
ter, Paige Memorial Library, 
87 Petersham Road, wants to 
educate and amuse you.

On Saturday, Jan. 24 at 
noon, Elizabeth “Ellie” 
Shea,  Youth Educat ion 
C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  E a s t 
Quabbin Land Trust invites 
you to Nature Journaling. 
This is for you and your 
family if you like art or 
nature. Snow date for this 
event is Saturday, Jan. 31 at 
noon. 

Wednesday,  Jan .  28 

is an early release day for 
students. Come join library 
staff to explore printmaking. 
All ages will enjoy this.

Come join library staff 
for Valentine’s Day events in 
February. Card making with 
a Gothic twist will be held 
on Tuesday, Feb. 10 and a 
special event on Saturday, 
Feb. 14.

On Saturdays in January 
through March 14, Pam 
Hinckley’s will hold work-
shops including Kids Can 
Sew (and knit and crochet) 

from 9-10:30 a.m. Class size 
is limited so registration is 
mandatory.

Hinckley will also offer 
an adults handcraft group 
(knitting, crocheting, bead-
ing and quilting) from 10:45 
a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

9 to 10:30 am - Kids 
Can Sew (and knit and cro-
chet…) Class size is limited 
so registration is mandatory.

For more information 
about these workshops or 
to register contact Hinckley 
by calling 413-477-6004 or 

emailing pahinckley@gmail.
com.

On Saturday, March 14, 
from 3-5 p.m., Shenanigans 
with Friends, an excit-
ing cover band of Western 
Massachusetts and Southern 
Vermont will perform a wide 
range of songs

The library has more 
events coming up. Check its 
Facebook page, www.face-
book.com/paigelibrary or 
website www.paigelibrary.
com.

Paige Memorial Library offers fun and learning

HARDWICK – St. 
A l o y s i u s  C a t h o l i c 
School is hosting an 
Open House in celebra-
tion of Catholic Schools 
Week on Monday, Jan. 
26 from 3-5:30 p.m.  

Prospective fami-
lies are encouraged to 
visit the school, locat-
ed at 52 Church St. in 
Gilbertville, where they 

can tour the classrooms, 
meet the teachers and 
learn more about the 
great educational and 
faith filled experiences 
that await.  

For more informa-
tion, please call the 
school and speak to 
R o b e r t a  M c Q u a i d , 
Enrollment Coordinator, 
at 413-477-1268.

St. Aloysius Catholic
 School to hold open house
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Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

“Winter sowing” 
always comes 
up as a  hot 

topic on social media this 
time of year.

The basic premise of win-
ter sowing is to plant 
your seeds in mini 
greenhouses (gallon 
jugs), place the jugs 
outside and simply let 
nature take over. The 
advantage being that no 
heat mats or lights are 
needed.  No window 
sills full of seedlings, 
either.  

While I don’t think it 
is as simple as it sounds, I do 
think trying it would be a fun 
experiment.

Read on this week and 
next to consider some of the 
pros and possible cons of this 
seed starting technique.

Years ago I read a blog 
where a master gardener was 
encouraging folks to start 
native perennials in milk jugs 
outside. The seeds of many 
of these plants require a peri-
od of cold and moist strat-
ification to break seed dor-
mancy.  

In simple terms, they 
need to go through winter in 
order to sprout. Think of it as 
nature’s safety mechanism; 
seeds germinate at the right 
time to survive and thrive!  

You may ask, then, why 
not just sow the seeds out-
doors in the garden? In theo-
ry it sounds good, but in real-
ity “the wild” is not the best 
seed bed.  

From hungry birds and 
rodents, to wind and drench-
ing rains, success is hit or 
miss. Safely inside the milk 
jug, but at the same time out-
side in the elements to freeze 

and thaw, freeze and thaw, 
tricky seeds are coaxed into 
germinating. Success at your 
fingertips! 

Here are the nuts and 
bolts! Start with clean gallon 

containers, the see-through 
kind that water or milk come 
in. About four inches up, just 
below the handle, safely cut 
around the jug, leaving an 
inch or so on either side of 
the handle as a “hinge.”  

You should be able to 
bend the top back and forth. 
Make a number of drainage 
holes in the bottom; three or 
four per quadrant. 

There is a lot of advice 
out there on how to do that, 
from drilling holes, to twist-
ing an exacto knife around 
and around  and even using a 
hot tool to melt a hole in the 
plastic (really!). I generally 
like to make holes in reused 
plastic containers by bang-
ing a large nail through the 
bottom into a piece of scrap 
lumber placed underneath.  

Once the drainage holes 
are made, fill the bottom 
of the jug with moist seed 
starting mix. With the soil in 
place, sow your seeds.  

If the seeds are tiny or 
even relatively tiny, don’t 
cover them with soil, simply 
space them out evenly on top 
and press into the surface. 

You may wonder how to 
deal with tiny seed. I place 
it in a folded index card and 
gently tap the card so that the 
seeds fly out. If you can han-
dle the seed easily, do cover 

with only a small 
amount soil, say an 
eighth of an inch or 
so and firm down.  

How many seeds 
to sow is a tricky 
question. If you want 
to keep the plants in 
the jug until they go 
in the garden, then 
hope for four plants, 
maybe six per jug at 

the most, figuring how big 
they will be at transplant 
stage.  

For tricky germinators, 
perhaps double or triple the 
amount of seed you sow ver-
sus how many you desire. If 
germination is great, you can 
always transplant some out.  

Close the container and 
seal it with duct tape. Be sure 
to label the jug with the plant 
name via a paint pen, really 
the only writing utensil that 
won’t smear, fade or wash 
away when exposed to the 
elements. 

Place the jugs in full 
exposure outdoors and with 
the cap off, so that heat can 
escape and small amounts 
of moisture can penetrate. 
When the temperature out-
doors heats up past 60 
degrees, be sure to take the 
duct tape off and vent your 
seedlings. Check often and 
water as needed.  

The pros recommend to 
cover with a blanket if frost 
threatens or even move heat 
lovers inside on cold nights 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Winter sowing is a fun experiment

To the editor,  

The early warning signs 
of an unhealthy relationship 
are not always obvious, 
especially to teens. 

That’s why we’re ask-
ing for help. If you know 
a teen, please talk to them 
about it.

It makes sense that teens 
get confused. Most rela-
tionships start out healthy 
enough, and if they do 
become unhealthy it doesn’t 
usually happen quickly or 
with consistency. 

There are often cycles 
that include bad times, fol-
lowed by apologies and a 
return to the good times. 
Red flags can be easy to 
miss, especially for young 
people. 

I n t e n s e  j e a l o u -
sy can look like love. 
Possessiveness and pres-
sure to spend a lot of time 
together – even at the 
expense of other friendships 
or family ties – can feel 
flattering. 

C o n t r o l l i n g  b e h av -
ior – like demanding your 
passwords, pics or loca-
tion – can look like a part-
ner who wants to take care 
of you, make all the plans, 
and make sure you are safe. 
Mind games and gas-light-
ing can make teens feel 
that it is their fault if they 
are mistreated, and that if 
they only tried harder their 
relationship would return 
to how good it was at the 
beginning. 

If things go bad, a part-
ner’s plea for loyalty can 
be convincing, especially 
when coupled with promis-
es to change.  

And leaving a relation-
ship can become difficult. 
Their partner may threaten 
to share intimate photos or 
secrets on social media, to 
trash talk them, or to find 
some other way to make 
them regret leaving. Their 
partner may plead with 
them to stay, saying they 
don’t know what they will 
do to themselves if their 
partner leaves or claiming 
that their partner is the only 
one who understands them 
and the only one that can 
help them do better. 

This complexity explains 
in part why a 2023 survey 
of Hampshire county youth 
showed that over one-third 
of 12th grade students 
(38%) have at least one 
friend who has been abused 

by a dating partner. This is 
not something that is hap-
pening to just a few teens or 
something that can be easi-
ly dismissed. 

Teens need guidance, 
and they need this guid-
ance whether they are being 
harmed, the ones causing 
harm, or even witnessing 
harm. 

Many people ask us 
what they can do to help. 
Here is our answer: Talk 
about it. Raise the topic. 
Dive in. 

February is teen dating 
violence awareness month. 
It’s a perfect time to start a 
conversation.

Ask the teens in your 
life what they think about 
the relationships they see 
and why. These are not one-
time conversations. We can 
use any opportunity – a 
song, a movie, a post – to 
gently raise the topic over 
time. It helps to listen with-
out judgment and to add 
what we know little by lit-
tle, rather than download-
ing everything we know at 
once. 

If teens disagree with 
us, this can be a good thing. 
Let them struggle with new 
ideas. This is often when 
the best learning happens. 

To learn more about how 
to have these conversations 
check out loveisrespect.org, 
a project of the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline 
that focuses on young peo-
ple ages 13-26.

 
Research shows that one 

in five people who expe-
rience relationship abuse 
have their first experience 
of abuse as a teen. We have 
a chance to change their tra-
jectory, one conversation at 
a time. 

 
Sincerely,
 

Jennie Simmons  
Jenny Raiche  
Jacquie Jock  

Sue Lewandowski
Dan Orszulak  

Mark Ames  
Monica Moran  

Ellie Matos
Melissa Hutchins  

Erin Ballard  
Emily Skoczylas

Paula Kularski  
Sawyer Blake  

Officer Somer Bren
   Ware River 

Valley Domestic 
Violence Task Force

February is teen dating 
violence awareness month

A final hike 
of 2025

By Julie Midura 

“You know, honey, 
we always talk 
about how we’ll 

really start living ‘some day.’ 
Once the kids are grown. 
Once we have more time 
and more money. Once we 
retire. But how do we know 
that we’ll both be physically 
capable of doing something 
so demanding if we wait for 
‘some day’ to arrive? How 
do we know that we will 
even reach that elusive ‘some 
day’?”

It was a beautiful August 
day in 2016, and Tom and I 
were standing on the sum-
mit of Mount Lafayette in 
the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire. We were com-
pleting Tom’s lifelong dream 
of hiking the Franconia 
Ridge Loop – a majes-
tic 9-mile hike featured on 
a National Geographic List 
of the 20 Best Hikes in the 
World.

On that summer after-
noon almost ten years ago, 
I was trying to convince 

my husband that we should 
attempt to hike all of New 
Hampshire’s  48  ta l les t 
peaks. I was 51, and he was 
59 at the time. There were 
numerous reasons not to pur-
sue such a time-consuming 
and physically challenging 
endeavor. 

One of which, as Tom 
stated, was because “We’re 
far too old and there’s no 
way we can hike up all those 
mountains in our life-
time.”

It took a bit of 
persuasion on my 
part, but he final-
ly agreed to chase 
a f t e r  those  48 
mountain peaks.

Since that day, 
Tom and I have 
no t  on ly  com-
pleted the entire 
White Mountain 
4,000 Footer List 
once, but twice 
including climbing 
every peak during 
the winter season. 
And we’ve repeated several 
of our favorites over a half 
dozen times. 

In addition, we’ve back-
packed 800 miles on the 
Appalachian Trail, complet-
ing 8 of the 14 states. We 
have also climbed the second 

highest peak in 
the continental 
United States 
– 14,440-foot 
Mount Elbert in 

Colorado – when 
I was 58 and Tom 

was 66 years old.
The thousands of miles 

we have walked over the past 
10 years have not just proven 
what our bodies and minds 
are capable of. Every mile 

Please see HIKE, page 5

Please see GARDEN, page 8
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Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Paddles 
  5. Sunscreen rating
  8. Very fast airplane
 11. Immune responses
 13. “Partner” to feather
 14. New England river
 15. Longest river in New 

Guinea
 16. Midway between 

east and southeast
 17. Israeli politician
 18. Back bones
 20. Consumed
 21. One you can rely on
 22. Dressed up gaudily
 25. Representatives
 30. Dog breed
 31. Pitching statistic
 32. Manpower
 33. S. Korean 

entertainer
 38. Outsourcing firm
 41. Viceroy of Egypt 

under Turkish rule
 43. One who removes 

antlers from a flower
 45. Potluck dish
 48. Discount
 49. Airborne (abbr.)
 50. Cavalry sword
 55. Basics
 56. Hollywood director 

Howard
 57. Afflicted in mind or 

body
 59. Horsley and Majors 

are two
 60. Midway between 

northeast and east
 61. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 62. Malaysian isthmus
 63. Fall back
 64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
   1. Former CIA

  2. Baseball’s best pitchers
  3. __ Nui, Easter Island
  4. Invests in little 

enterprises
  5. Constant
  6. Hobby
  7. A place to store food
  8. Short-tail marten
  9. Burn with a hot liquid
 10. Left his heart in San 

Francisco
 12. Swedish krona
 14. Legendary actor 

Connery
 19. French cleric
 23. Former measure of 

length for textiles
 24. Opaque glassy 

substance
 25. Residue of burned 

item
 26. A place to unwind
 27. Japanese honorific
 28. Terminus

 29. Fails to make a shot
 34. Journalist Tarbell
 35. College hoops 

tournament
 36. Monetary unit of 

Macao
 37. Of she
 39. Spoke ill of
 40. Elements
 41. Kilocalorie (abbr.)
 42. Shades
 44. Poem of fourteen lines
 45. Pole used in Scottish 

sport
 46. Hollyhocks genus
 47. Street name for 

marijuana
 48. Polio vaccine 

developer
 51. Swiss river
 52. Prejudice
 53. Actor Idris
 54. Confederate soldiers 
 58. Criticize

skill and Hinckley has some 
new additions this year.

Hinckley was an elemen-
tary school teacher when she 
got out of college, but after 
having children she stayed 
home and committed a lot of 
time to sew and knit. Over 
the years, Hinckley would 
build on her sewing and 
knitting skills while being at 
home taking care of the kids. 
All three of Hinckley’s chil-
dren sew. 

The workshop for kids 
starts with hand sewing. 
Once practicing hand sew-
ing, the kids will begin using 
sewing machines to make 
whatever they want to work 

on. 
For a chosen project 

by the kids, Hinckley pro-
vides simplified version of 
the project. Last year, kids 
worked on a lap quilt.

Sewing is a life skill 
Hinckley feels kids should 
learn as they grow into adult-
hood. 

“I want to encourage them 
to do this,” Hinckley said. 
“It’s best done by following 
their interests.”

The workshops involve 
individual projects and group 
projects. For example, as a 
group project, kids in pre-
vious workshops taught by 
Hinckley wanted to make 
a small quilt. Group work 
helps kids learn how to work 

together. 
Materials for the work-

shops  are  provided by 
Hinckley. For the kids, they 
start with embroidery. As 
she learns their skill level, 
Hinckley will teach the 
kids how to use the sewing 
machine. Various projects 
are worked on during these 
workshops. According to 
Hinckley, it depends on the 
interest of the kids when it 
comes to knitting or sewing. 

Prior to these workshops, 
Hinckley offered sewing 
classes at the Paige Building. 
These classes stopped around 
the time when Hinckley 
opened her business in Ware. 
Once she retired 11 years 
ago, she began to miss teach-

ing. 
S ev e r a l  y e a r s  a g o , 

Hinckley contacted Julie 
B u l l o c k  a t  t h e  Pa i g e 
Memorial Library and inter-
est was soon sparked to have 
some workshops for sew-
ing and knitting. Hinckley 
has always offered these 
workshops in the winter-
time, during the months 
of January, February, and 
March. 

Kids have done many 
unique projects during these 
workshops. From basic knit-
ting stitches, to sewing items 
like zippered cloth bags and 
pin cushions. 

These workshops don’t 
just apply to kids, but there is 
a session available for adults. 

Hinckley says the adult por-
tion of the workshops involve 
a group of people who love 
to knit and do handcrafts. 
These adults like to socialize 
and work on various projects. 

Hinckley is there to help 
and take questions if the 
adults have any. It is a fun 
get-together for the adults. 
Many adults bring knitted 
handcrafts, while some enjoy 
doing some beading and cro-
cheting. 

Hinckley says the adults 
bring their own project. 

“Whatever they’re work-
ing on,” she said. 

There are usually 10 to 15 
adults every Saturday during 
Hinckley’s workshops. 

Hinckley will continue to 

offer these workshops at the 
Paige Memorial Library on 
an annual basis. The biggest 
benefit is having fun. 

The  fo l lowing  da tes 
for these workshops at the 
Paige Memorial Library, 87 
Petersham Road, are Jan. 
24, Jan. 31, Feb. 7, Feb. 14, 
Feb. 21, Feb. 28, March 7 
and March 14. Kids can sew 
from 9-10:30 a.m. Class size 
is limited to six students 
ages 7-12, pre-registration is 
required. 

Knitting and Handcrafts 
for adults take place from 
10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. For 
more information, contact 
Hinckley at 413-477-6004 
or email pahinckley@gmail.
com. 

WA R E  –  A r t Wo r k s 
Gallery invites artists of 
all mediums from through-
out the northeastern U.S. 
to explore the theme of 
“Winter.” 

The deadline for entry 
is Feb. 12 by midnight. The 
entry form and full details 
can be found on work-
shop13.org. 

ArtWorks Gallery is 
located at 69 Main St. 
“Winter” will be on display 
from March 7 through April 

4, opening with a reception 
on Saturday, March 7, from 
3-5 p.m. Gallery hours are 
Saturdays and Sundays from 
1-4 p.m. 

The juror for “Winter” 
is Susan Tilton Pecora. 
She has been painting the 
streets, harbors, factories 
and farms of New England 
throughout her life. 

About ArtWorks Gallery 
ArtWorks Gallery is 

Workshop13’s gallery on 

Main Street. This space fea-
tures numerous art exhibi-
tions each year and is also 
available to rent for individ-
ual or group shows. 

Workshop13 is a dynam-
ic center where arts, culture, 
and community converge – 
expanding access to the arts 
and nurturing creativity and 
self-expression in the rural 
region. For more informa-
tion visit workshop13.org, 
or call 413-277-6072.

Deadline for ‘Winter’ art entries is Feb. 12 
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has been a journey of adven-
ture, self-discovery, courage, 
humility, resilience, con-
tentment and gratitude. And 
every footprint we have left 
on every woodland trail and 
every slab of granite has pro-
pelled us forward to the next. 

Our final hike of 2025 in 
New Hampshire, just two 
weeks ago, continued to do 
the same.

It’s minus 2 degrees 
when we start up the trail 
toward the summit of Mount 
Jackson at 4:15 a.m. The sky 
is black and the beams of our 
headlamps pierce the dark-
ened forest. When we lift 
our heads upward, our lights 
illuminate the trees, and they 
appear like figures standing 
guard over the landscape. 

The snow-laden ever-
greens groan under the 
weight, pressing closer to the 
ground, seeming to bow to 
us as we pass. The silence 
is full, broken only by the 
crunch of our boots on the 
hard-packed snow.

]When we break treeline, 
everything changes. We 
brace ourselves against the 
onslaught of howling wind. 
The sheer force pushes our 
bodies backward. We slam 
our trekking poles into the 
hard-packed snow to steady 
ourselves, while hoping that 
our spike-clad boots anchor 
us to the icy granite. 

The final steep pitch 
makes  my hear t  t rem-
ble. Adrenaline is coursing 
through my body. I grab 
onto rocks and pull myself 
upward, eyes watering, skin 
pierced with the sting of icy 
needles. I breathe a sigh of 

relief when we reach the 
plateau, and we rush to the 
leeward side to escape the 
wind’s torment. 

We find a partially shel-
tered ledge and quickly 
spread our bright green 
sleeping bag over our sleep 
pads atop several feet of 
snow. We crawl inside of 
the double-wide down bag 
and snuggle close together. 
Based on the weather, we 
know we can’t remain immo-
bile for long. Movement 
keeps the body warm. 

Stillness allows the cold 
to penetrate the numerous 
layers of clothing we are 
wearing. Today, even the 
trees are shivering. 

We sip hot apple cider 
in an attempt to warm our 
insides while waiting for 
the sun to crest the distant 
horizon. The cold kisses our 
cheeks and the wind fills 
our ears. We inhale the frig-
id mountain air and watch 
plumes of vapor rise as we 
exhale.

We remain snuggled in 
our lofty sleeping bag on 
this snowy perch for over an 
hour, unwilling to leave in 
spite of the cold settling into 
our bones. For we don’t want 
to miss one single minute of 
this unforgettable moment 
that is unfolding before us. 

The earth itself seems to 
be holding its breath, waiting 
for the show to begin. With 
eyes focused eastward, we 
watch the black of night turn 
into the blazing red of dawn. 
The stars above are being 
replaced with an inferno of 
fiery reds and blazing orang-
es-like molten lava spreading 
as the horizon slowly burns.

And there i t  is .  The 

shimmering golden sphere 
we have been waiting for, 
spreading its golden light 
down the mountainside and 
awakening the earth from its 
slumber. The brilliant rays 
stretch from the heavens and 
dance upon the earth, giving 
life to everything they touch.

  This experience is just 
one of the many that will 
burn in our hearts and mem-
ories for as long as there is 
breath in our lungs. An expe-
rience that we may never 
have witnessed had we not 
decided to chase a dream 
ten years ago. Had we wait-
ed until we retired. Had we 
waited for “some day” to 
arrive. 

I implore you to not allow 
your age, fitness level, cur-
rent circumstances, past fail-
ures or anything else dictate 
what you are capable of! I 
encourage you to chase the 
dream, seize the opportuni-
ty and never live regretting 
what could have been if only 
you had taken the chance. 

We have but one wild and 
crazy life. Today is the day 
to go out and live it. 

Tom and I have lived 
life to the absolute full-
est over the past 10 years. 
Adventuring on weekends 
and vacations from work. 
But for one of us, at least, 
life is opening up to even 
more possibilities and oppor-
tunities. 

I’m thrilled to announce 
that after dedicating 50 years 
of his life to his career, Tom 
completed his final day as a 
working man on the last day 
of 2025!

See you in the wild plac-
es, my friends!

HIKING from page 4

Staff Report

W A R E  –  T h e 
Conservation Commission 
met last  Wednesday to 
review an application by the 
town, in partnership with the 
East Quabbin Land Trust, to 
construct a trail connecting 
the Mass Central Rail Trail 
to Grenville Park.  

The 10-foot wide trail 
wi l l  pass  th rough the 
Grenville Park extension 
acquired by the town last 
year.

Cynthia Henshaw of the 
EQLT and Andrea Kendall 
of  LEC Environmental 
Consultants presented the 
proposed 1,500-foot long 
multipurpose trail to the 
commission. The trail will 
run near the Ware River and 
includes a short bridge over 
a small stream. 

Kendall reviewed the trail 
location along with environ-
mental buffer zones.  She 
stated that the bridge will 

be set above the stream with 
railings.

With funding assistance 
of EQLT, the town is con-
ducting a botanical study to 
assure protection of Giant 
Rhododendrons in the proj-
ect area. The commission 
approved the project as pre-
sented.

According to Henshaw, 
the connector trail is fund-
ed by a $79,140 Mass Trails 
grant matched by a $22,000 
donation.   

Accord ing  to  Town 
Manager Stuart Beckley, the 
project is to be completed by 
the end of June. Beckley is 
preparing a request for bids 
for the construction.

The commission also 
held a hearing with owners 
of property on Greenwich 
Plains Road. Pat Lord of 
GZA GeoEnvironmental, 
Inc. represented proper-
ty owner Jeremiah Boulter 
who is looking to develop a 
single-family home on the 

property.  The land is located 
along Flat Brook.

Lord stated that there 
are wetlands and riverfront 
areas throughout the prop-
erty that limit the location 
of the home. Conservation 
Agent John Prenosil noted 
that the development met 
the requirements of the 
Wetlands Protection Act and 
had been reviewed by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection.

Commission Chair Mark 
Swett raised concerns about 
mowing and maintenance of 
the property in the wetland 
area. Boulter agreed to limit 
the project to the site needed 
for the building of the home.  

Markers will be placed 
along the wetland boundary 
so that future owners are 
aware of the limits.  

The commission voted 
unanimously to approve the 
home project based on the 
condition to place the mark-
ers.

ConCom approved connector trail
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ward with this contract, the 
Selectmen wanted to know 
when Tecton Architects can 
begin on the assessment. The 
Town Administrator said 
Tecton can start as soon as 
possible, and it could take 
several months. 

When coming to a deci-
sion on the bank building, the 
board says it all depends on 
what Tecton will tell them. 
Vice-Chair Derick Veliz 
believes what they are told 
about the assessment will 
give them either a “yes” or 
“no” answer. 

The assessment of the 
building will identify what 
upgrades are needed and 
an estimated cost for those 
upgrades. It will address the 
challenges to the building. 

The board wants to have 
challenges documented and 
thought of submitting a list 
of questions for the archi-
tects. With too many ques-
tions to ask, Chair Richard 
Eichacker thought the board 
should table this item until 

their meeting and gain more 
clarification. 

Ferrera reminded the 
board that this assessment 
would not have a design 
drawing, just more of a lay-
out of the building. If tabled, 
the process of this assess-
ment to the building will take 
longer, according to Ferrera. 

Veliz wants to make sure 
the town is getting their mon-
ey’s worth from this study. 
Any questions can’t be 
answered until they identify 
what the current conditions 
of the building are. 

The board agreed to table 
the contract with Tecton 
Architects. In addition to 
this agenda item, Eichacker 
thought it would be wise to 
also table the discussion to 
enter in a contract with H2M 
Architects & Engineers for 
the purpose of maximizing 
the use of the basketball 
court adjacent to Fire Station 
A. 

Police related items
The Board of Selectmen 

began their regular meeting 

by acknowledging the res-
ignation of Police Officer 
Patric Gillespie. Ferrera 
rece ived  a  le t te r  f rom 
Gillespie and Chief Gerald 
Millette regarding the resig-
nation to be effective Feb. 1. 

Gillespie is a military vet-
eran and is willing to stay on, 
part-time. 

Next, the board discussed 
appointing Ian N. Curtiss 
as a full-time Police Officer 
and review a request from 
the Police Chief to start said 
appointment at a Step 5 ($31 
per hour) on the patrolmen’s 
wage scale. 

M i l l e t t e  i n t r o d u c e d 
Curtiss to the board and gave 
a well-detailed presentation 
on Curtiss’ qualifications, 
certifications, and education. 
Curtiss brings a lot of expe-
rience and has gone through 
various training and courses. 
He has an associate’s degree 
in criminal justice and is 
close to receiving his bache-
lor’s in public safety admin-
istration.

Curtiss was appointed as a 
full-time police officer and to 

start at said wage scale step 
for a one-year term. 

Town Accountant
The board discussed 

appointing Tammy Martin 
to the position of Town 
Accountant and to ratify 
said employment agreement. 
Ferrera said two qualified 
candidates arrived for inter-
views and the committee 
came to a decision on one 
candidate. 

Martin, who had worked 
for the town in the past, had 
returned and said she was 
excited to be back and work 
in the town of Warren. The 
board appointed Martin to 
serves as Town Accountant. 

Memorandum
The board discussed 

a possible vote to sign a 
memorandum of under-
standing between the town 
of Rutland and The Central 
Massachusetts  Regional 
Emergency Communication 
Center. Ferrera explained that 
this MOU is for containing 
administrative services until 

the end of the fiscal year, 
June 30. Several towns have 
signed already and are allow-
ing Rutland to be the host 
community.

The board voted to sign 
the MOU. 

Town 
Administrator’s report
During his report, Ferrera 

talked briefly about H2M 
Architects & Engineers, who 
are looking to have a contract 
with the town for the purpose 
of maximizing the use of the 
basketball court adjacent to 
Fire Station A in Warren. The 
Town Administrator shared 
that H2M specializes in fire 
stations. 

The duct work project at 
the Senior Center is currently 
ongoing. Fire Station B had 
a hot water tank that went 
down and was repaired as of 
Jan. 15. 

Ferrera  a t tended the 
Sewer Commissioners meet-
ing earlier in the week and 
was going over their bud-
get with them. Ferrera said 
he was working with their 

Chief Operator on a couple 
different initiatives he has 
for the department. Ferrera 
mentioned the new Chief 
Operator has done a lot of 
good work. 

Correspondence
The board revisited the 

letter from West Brookfield 
regarding mutual aid from 
the Fire Department.  

Fire Chief Adam Lavoie 
said the department had 
offered temporary assistance 
and shared West Brookfield 
is now getting into better 
shape with a new interim 
Fire Chief in place. The West 
Brookfield Fire Department 
had some staffing issues at 
the start of their challenging 
situation. 

The board asked Ferrera if 
he had any further communi-
cation with West Brookfield, 
other than the letter, and 
Ferrera said he had no further 
information. The board may 
review the mutual aid agree-
ment further. 

BUILDING from page 1

choreographer of “Into the 
Woods Jr.”, said that original-
ly the students were going to 
perform a different Sondheim 
musical, but decided some-
thing fun and lighthearted 
would be a better choice.

“We all just wanted some 
childlike happiness,” Gelinas 
said. “We all deserve a hap-
pily ever after.” 

Gelinas said Sondheim is 
one of the most celebrated 
composers of all time and a 
Broadway legend. Being able 
to perform “Into the Woods 
Jr.” has been “really mean-
ingful” for the students. 

“The kids are having 
a really fun time,” he said. 
“We’re really looking for-
ward to getting an audience. 
We appreciate the commu-
nity’s continued support and 
patronage.”

“Into the Woods Jr.” fol-
lows three main characters 
that are based on classic 
fairy tales: Cinderella, Jack 
(of bean stock fame) and the 
Baker. Each of these charac-
ters decides to journey into 
the magical woods, in hopes 
of finding the answers to 
their problems. 

Along the way,  they 
encounter two well-known 
fairy tale villains, the Witch 
and the Wolf.

The Witch is played by 
Eagle Hill School senior 
Griffin, who never thought 
he would have the chance to 
play this iconic role, made 
famous by actress Bernadette 
Peters.

“I’ve loved this show 
since I was very small,” 
Griffin said. “I would sing 
all of the Witch’s songs con-
stantly.” 

Griffin said there is even 
a video of him singing the 
Witch’s Rap at the age of 9. 

Griffin attended school 
in New York, before coming 
to Eagle Hill School, and 
he is now enjoying his sec-
ond year. One of his favor-
ite things about Eagle Hill 
School is its impressive 
theater department and the 
opportunities it has given 
him to grow as a performer.

“I’m so thankful, so grate-
ful,” Griffin said.

Griffin has also developed 

as a writer with the support 
of Gelinas and other teach-
ers, and his one-act play; 
“Love, You’re Not Alone” 
will be performed by Eagle 

Hill School at the annual 
Massachusetts Educational 
Theater Guild’s High School 
Drama Festival. This festi-
val features over 100 one-act 

plays being performed by 
various high schools.

“Love, You’re Not Alone” 
is about four teenagers 
across the U.S. experiencing 
the AIDS crisis in the early 
1980s. Inspired by music 
great David Bowie, Griffin 
has incorporated many of his 
songs into the play. 

The Wolf, another villain 
in “Into the Woods Jr.”, is 
played by Quabbin Regional 
High School senior Aidan 
Mahoney, who has returned 
for his fifth production at 
Eagle Hill School.

In addition to the Wolf, 
Mahoney is also cast as 
Cinderella’s Prince. The 
Prince’s song, “Agony”, is 
one that he is most excited 
about being able to perform 
on stage. 

“I  love al l  the l i t t le 
moments the Prince has,” he 
said. 

Mahoney is also joined by 
two other Quabbin students, 
siblings Sebastian Palomera-
E s p i n o z a  a n d  X i m e n a 
Palomera-Espinoza.

Both Griffin and Mahoney 
are planning to pursue theater 
and theater education in col-
lege after they graduate high 
school this spring, both say-
ing they were inspired to do 
so because of the wonderful 
teachers they’ve had in their 
lives.

“They have had such an 
impact on me,” Griffin said.

The Stepsisters taunted Cinderella about not being able to go to the fes-
tival.

The cast of “Into the Woods Jr.” danced during a dress rehearsal.

The Baker is shocked when he learns how to lift the 
Witch’s curse.

Cinderella cleaned the floors while her father, stepmother 
and stepsisters went to the festival without her.

The cast of “Into the Woods Jr.” sang during a dress 
rehearsal.

Rapunzel’s Prince sang about the longhaired princess 
locked in the tower.

“Into the Woods Jr.” is an adaptation of Stephen Sondheim’s famed musical, which gives 
a different spin on classic fairytales.

WOODS from page 1



January 22, 2026, Ware River News, Page 7

health wellness
NETWORK

DEADL INE 

January 28, 2026
PUBL ICAT ION DATE

February 18, 2026

TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN 12 TURLEY NEWSPAPERS
AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS • BARRE GAZETTE • THE CHICOPEE REGISTER
COUNTRY JOURNAL • THE HOLYOKE SUN • THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE REGISTER • QUABOAG CURRENT • SENTINEL •  TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS • THE WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

Local Health Professionals
AN ANNUAL SOURCE OFAN ANNUAL SOURCE OF

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

CONTACT: DAN FLYNN
413-297-5886

DFLYNN@TURLEY.COM

obituaries

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News
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offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
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and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 
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publish extended death 
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Death notices
Kszaszcz, Paul Francis
Died Jan. 18, 2026
Services Jan. 27, 2026

Soltys, Stanley John
Died Jan. 10, 2026
Services Jan. 24, 2026

WARE – Paul Francis 
Kszaszcz,  86,  of Ware, 
passed peaceful-
ly surrounded by 
loved ones on Jan. 
18, 2026, in the 
home he built in 
1961. 

B o r n  A u g . 
21,1939, he was 
a l ifet ime resi-
dent of Ware. He 
was the son of the 
late Ignacy (Ed) and Irene 
Kszaszcz.  

Pa u l  a t t e n d e d  Wa r e 
schools until he went to 
Springfield Trade High 
School to learn machining. 
He had a successful career as 
a Tool and Dye Maker. His 
children often referred to him 
as MacGyver, as there was 
nothing that he could not fix. 

At an early age, Paul 
learned to play the drums and 
even gave lessons. He spent 
decades playing with polka 
bands including Happy Louie 
and many other local bands. 
He spent many years helping 
make golumpki and pierogi 
for the St. Mary’s food sales. 
Paul loved to polka dance, go 
to the beach, play cards and 
travel.  

He was a storyteller and 
could talk for hours remi-
niscing. He loved to joke and 
make people smile. 

No matter what life threw 
at him, he kept a positive out-
look on life. 

Paul leaves behind his 
four children. Paula and 
her husband Jim St. Pierre, 

Christine Juda, Theresa 
Kszaszcz and Michael and 

his wife Danielle 
Kszaszcz.  He has 
five grandchildren, 
Ashley Juda and 
her  partner  Ian, 
Allyson and her 
husband Garre t t 
Ostiguy, Courtney 
St. Pierre, Megan 
K s z a s z c z  a n d 
Nathan Kszaszcz. 

He also has a great-grand-
daughter on the way.  Paul 
also leaves behind his long-
time companion, Rose Marie 
Murphy and her family, Rick 
Murphy, Mikey and her hus-
band Eddie Tapanes and their 
three daughters. 

A Funeral Mass for Paul 
will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 
27, 2026, at 11 a.m. in St. 
Mary Church, 57 South St., 
in Ware.  A calling hour will 
be held in the church from 
10-11 a.m. prior to the mass.  

The family would like to 
thank Baystate Hospice for 
their compassion and care 
during this difficult time. In 
lieu of flowers we ask that 
donations be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital, 501 
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105. or online at https://
www.stjude.org

Charbonneau Funeral 
Home, 30 Pleasant St., in 
Ware is honored to be assist-
ing his family with his care 
and services.  An online trib-
ute page is available at char-
bonneaufh.com.

Paul Francis Kszaszcz, 86
WARREN – Stanley 

John Soltys, age 82 passed 
away on the after-
noon of Saturday, 
Jan. 10, 2026, 
at Saint Vincent 
H o s p i t a l  i n 
Worcester.  

Stanley was 
born on Sept. 3, 
1943, in Palmer, 
s o n  o f  t h e 
late Stanley J. 
Soltys, Sr. and Genevieve 
E.  (Kosmider)  Sol tys . 
Stanley was a 1961 gradu-
ate of Palmer High School.  
On Dec. 27, 1961, Stanley 
enlisted in the United States 
Navy, and proudly served 
his country for four years. 
Stanley was stationed at 
the former Chelsea Naval 
Hospital, where he served as 
a medical corpsman. He and 
his unit were put on active 
alert during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis of 1962.  

S tan ley  was  honor-
ably discharged on April 
26, 1966, with the rank of 
HN (Hospital Corpsman). 
He enrolled in Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute School 
of Industrial Management 
in Worcester and received 
a four-year certificate in 
Industrial Management.  

Stanley was employed 
for American Optical in 
Southbridge for 20 years 
and in 1987 went to work 
fo r  E .  Os te rman  Gas 
Service. While employed at 
Osterman Gas, Stanley held 
many titles: Plant Manager, 
District/Area Manager and 
retiring as Key Account 

Manager in 1999.  
In 2002, Stanley under-

went a kidney and 
liver transplant at 
the Lahey Clinic.  

H e  e n j o y e d 
cooking and was 
especially known 
for his Bread & 
Butter pickles and 
relishes. 

O n  N o v . 
1 2 ,  1 9 6 6 , 

Stanley entered into Holy 
Matrimony, in St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church in 
Palmer, with Beverly Ann 
Bradlenski, they have been 
married for 59 years.  

Stanley was a mem-
ber of the former Knights 
of Columbus in Warren, 
where he planned sever-
al fundraising dinners. For 
the past 21 years, he was a 
communicant of St. Mary’s 
Church in Ware. He was 
also a past member of the 
Warren Capital Planning 
Committee.  

Stanley and Beverly lived 
for 38 years in Sturbridge 
and 21 years in Warren.  
Stanley leaves behind his 
loving wife, Beverly Ann 
(Bradlenski) Soltys, his 
sisters in law; Carol Ann 
Soltys and Joan Carol 
Doleva, nephews and niec-
es: Debra Ablicki (Tom), 
Daniel Murphy (April), 
Mark Murphy, Lisa (Soltys) 
Navin (Rick), Gary Soltys 
(Kathleen), and Jennifer 
(Doleva) Bowser (Jason). 
He also leaves behind his 
great nephews and nieces:  
Jonathan Ablicki, Jennifer 

Ablicki, Ashley (Navin) 
Malnat i ,  Er in  (Navin) 
Munro, John Soltys and 
Andrew Soltys, along with 
many cousins and friends.  
Stanley also leaves behind 
his loving miniature schnau-
zer, Lady.  

S tan ley  was  p rede-
ceased by his father, Stanley 
J. Soltys, Sr., in 1956, his 
mother,  Genevieve  E . 
(Kosmider) Soltys-Dojka in 
2000, and his brother, John 
J. Soltys and sister Helen 
Murphy-Hall both on Aug. 
28, 2000.  

C a l l i n g  H o u r s  f o r 
Stanley will be held on 
Friday, Jan. 23, 2026, from 
3-5 p.m. in Cebula Funeral 
Home, 66 South St., Ware.  
A Funeral Mass will be 
offered on Saturday, Jan. 
24, 2026, at 11 a.m. in St. 
Mary’s Church, 57 South 
St., Ware.  Military Honors 
will be rendered follow-
ing the funeral mass on the 
plaza in front of the church.  

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider donations to the 
following:  The Warren Fire 
Firefighters Association, 
P.O. Box 608, Warren, MA 
01083 or to Second Chance 
Animal Service, P.O. Box 
136, East Brookfield, MA 
01515, or to a charity of 
your choice.  

Funeral Arrangements 
and Services are under the 
direction of Cebula Funeral 
Home, Ware. For more 
information and an online 
guestbook, please visit:  
www.cebulafuneralhome.
com.

Stanley John Soltys, 82

be willing to accept any con-
ditions the Planning Board 
set for his special permits, as 
his goal was to keep his nine 
dogs at home, as many of 
them are senior dogs. Nieves 
said he does not plan on hav-
ing any more dogs live at his 
property. 

Planning Board Vice-
Chair  Harry Comerford 
said he made a site visit to 
Nieves’ property, which is 
surrounded by a perimeter 
fence. He said while there, 
the dogs were well behaved.

Comerford said he did 
not observe the dogs bark-
ing when he was there, and 
that since the one in 2023, 
the Animal Control Officer 
hasn’t received any other 
complaints. 

Planning Board mem-
ber Jenna Garvey read the 
Lindsay’s recommendations 
for conditions to apply to 
the special permit, putting a 
limit of no more than 20 dogs 
being allowed on the proper-
ty at a time, with no outside 
dogs housed overnight on the 
property.

Nieves said his friends 
have brought their dogs over 
in the past, but that he was 
willing to stop that if the 
board asked him to.

The Planning Board mem-
bers discussed the condi-
tions and agreed that Nieves 
could have no more than 10 
of his personal dogs living 
at the property, and six out-
side dogs that could not be 
housed overnight. The spe-
cial permit would have a 
two-year term limit, and 
Nieves would need to reapply 
when it approaches expira-
tion. 

The board members voted 
in favor of issuing the special 
permit to Nieves, with only 
John Samek in opposition. 
The special permit required 
a super majority (four out of 
five votes) in order to pass, 
which it did. 

Cell tower proposal
Cole  sa id  the  board 

received a letter from KCI 
Technology regarding a 
proposed cell tower at the 
Goodfield Farm proper-
ty on Barre Road. He said 
the board has not received a 
complete application for the 
project at this time.

Cole said the proposed 
project involves the con-
struction of a 180-foot mono-
pole with cellphone carrier 
Verizon being the anchor 
tenant. He said there would 
be room on the pole for other 

cellphone carriers as well.
Cole said when the board 

receives the complete appli-
cation; a public hearing date 
will be set.

“When the application 
comes in, it will be on the 
agenda,” Cole said.

Recorded meetings
Resident William Tinker, 

who also serves on the Select 
Board, asked the Planning 
Board members for their 
input regarding the record-
ing of meetings. He asked the 
board members if they sup-
ported having their meetings 
video recorded and archived. 

Tinker, and others in 
attendance at the meeting, 
said it is challenging for 
many residents to attend 
board and committee meet-
ings due to work, family 
and personal obligations. 
Others said driving at night 
was oftentimes a deterrent, 
and that some residents are 
homebound and unable to 
attend. 

“We certainly don’t want 
to keep anyone out, but we 
haven’t seen the need to 
record,” Cole said.

Resident Judi Korzec said 
it is difficult for people to 
got to meetings, and that the 
town would see greater par-
ticipation if meeting record-
ings were available. 

“Sometimes you just can’t 
show up,” Korzec said. “It’s 
important to see what’s going 
on in these meetings.”

Muddy Brook update
Board of Health mem-

ber Richard Romano and 
Conservation Commission 
member Bill Zinni provid-
ed an update to the Planning 
Board about the protection of 
the Muddy Brook aquifer and 
watershed. 

R o m a n o  s a i d 
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Environmental Protection 
released groundwater moni-
toring reports from test well 
samples taken around the for-
mer landfill on Patrill Hollow 
Road. 

“There’s all kinds of con-
tamination in the groundwa-
ter,” Romano said.

Romano said the rea-
son Muddy Brook needs to 
be protected is for human 
health, safety and the envi-
ronment.

The Muddy Brook aquifer 
also supplies drinking water 
to the town of Ware’s Barnes 
Street well. 

SOUTHBRIDGE – The 
Jacob Edwards Library is 
pleased to announce the 
winners of the first annual 
Bill Tremblay Poetry Prize.

Earn ing  f i r s t  p lace 
was Stephen Campiglio 
of  Sturbr idge;  second 

place, James Spaulding of 
Brookfield; and third place, 
Terrance Lanier of Warren.

Judge for the contest was 
poet Bill O’Connell from 
Amherst.

A poetry reading and 
celebration of the winners 

will be held at the library 
on Thursday evening, Jan. 
29 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. The 
reading is free and open to 
the public to celebrate this 
inaugural event.

Bill Tremblay Poetry Prize winners announced NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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so that the seedlings won’t 
freeze. To prevent tip-over by 
four-legged friends or playful 
kids, pros also suggest put-
ting the jugs in trays or bins.

As you can see, this meth-
od is not maintenance-free, 
but certainly worthy of a try 

especially for gardeners who 
are short on indoor space 
or in the mood to get their 
hands dirty earlier in the sea-
son than normal! January and 
February is the perfect time 
to start seeds that need a cold 
treatment.  

Look for key terms on the 
seed packet, such as “strati-

fication needed,” “sow in the 
fall,” etc. You can also use 
this technique to sow cold 
hardy annuals in March- 
think chard, spinach, kale, 
snapdragons, bachelor button 
and the like.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 

University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

GARDEN from page 4

WARE – Massachusetts 
State Law, Chapter 140, 
§137, requires that all dogs 
six months of age shall be 
licensed each year.

Dog licenses are now 
available for sale and must 
be purchased by Tuesday, 
March 31. 

If you are licensing in 
person the Town Clerk’s 
Office will be open Monday, 
Tuesday,  Thursday and 
Friday each week during 
business hours. Town Hall 
is now closed to the public 
on Wednesdays. If you are 
licensing by U.S. Mail, the 
licenses must be purchased 
prior to March 31, and your 
envelope must also be post-

marked by March 31 or there 
will be a late fee.

Fees for licensing your 
dog are male/female $15; 
spayed/neutered $10.

On April 1 there will be 
a late fee of $15 per dog in 
addition to the licensing fee.

Rabies Certificates for 
each dog must be presented 
at the time of licensing as in 
the past. 

If your dog was licensed 
in 2025, check the license to 
see if the Rabies Certificate 
is current (the information 
is on your 2025 license); it 
is current, simply come into 
the office to license in person 
or license by U.S. Mail. If 
licensing by mail, you must 

provide a self-addressed, 
postage paid envelope in 
order for us to return the 
license and tag to you. 

If licensing more than one 
dog, be sure to add sufficient 
postage to your envelope to 
insure delivery.

Checks are payable to the 
Town of Ware for the appro-
priate amount. All Rabies 
Certificates supplied will be 
returned to you with the dog 
license.

Contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at  413-967-9648 
extension 177 if you failed 
to license in 2025 so that 
we may inform you what is 
owed in entirety to license 
for 2026.

There is also a blue drop 
box outside the lower-level 
offices at Town Hall for those 
of you who wish to drop 
off your request for licens-
ing. Address the envelope to 
Town Clerk/Dog Licenses.

If you are licensing your 
dog for the first time, be 
sure to supply the owner’s 
name, address and contact 
telephone number; a copy of 
the current Rabies Certificate 
and if the dog is neutered/
spayed also send this certifi-
cate unless it is stated on the 
Rabies Certificate.

Question may be directed 
to the Town Clerk’s Office at 
413-967-9648 extension 177.

Town Clerk releases 2026 dog licensing information

As the region is current-
ly experiencing high levels 
of respiratory virus activity, 
Baystate Health has imple-
mented enhanced infection 
prevention measures across 
all clinical settings to help 
protect our communities.

What patients and 
visitors should know
All health care work-

ers are required to wear a 
medical mask in patient 
care areas in our healthcare 
facilities to protect patients, 
visitors, and team members.

Visitors ages 5 and older 
are required to wear a med-
ical mask in patient rooms, 
patient care areas, and com-
mon spaces for visitors 
(including waiting rooms). 
This applies to all Baystate 
Health hospitals and prac-
tices.

Patients ages 5 and older 
are encouraged to wear a 
mask in the above settings.

Masking is strongly 
encouraged in non-patient 

care areas for team mem-
bers, visitors, and patients.

These measures are 
consistent with guidance 
from the Massachusetts 
Depar tment  of  Publ ic 
Health. The latest data 
from DPH categorizes 
influenza-like illness infec-
tion rates as “very high” 
in Massachusetts, with the 
severity of infection catego-
rized as “high,” resulting in 
an increase in patients seek-
ing care for complications 
from the illness.

Baystate Health appre-
ciates the cooperation of 
patients and visitors as they 
work together to protect 
the health of the commu-
nities during this period of 
increased respiratory ill-
ness.

Learn more before 
your visit

Current visitor guide-
lines and updates are avail-
able at: https://www.bay-
statehealth.org/visiting.

Baystate Health implements 
enhanced infection prevention
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Indians suffer pair of home losses

WARE – Last week, Ware High School 
boys basketball was defeated twice at home, 
losing to Commerce last Tuesday 73-62, 

then Duggan Academy 63-46 last Friday 
evening. In the loss to Commerce, Jack 
Gaudreau had 22 points to lead Ware 
while Brady Guimond scored 18 points. 

Ware is just 3-7 so far in the regular sea-
son, though their power ranking due to their 
strength of schedule has them in the top 32 
in Division 5. Ware plays many opponents in 
higher divisions.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Brady Guimond gets the layup.

Brodie Koczur keeps 
the ball away from his 
opponent.Kaleb Kanozek takes a shot.

Troy Jurczyk 
faces an oppo-
nent as he cross-
es midcourt.

WA R R E N  – 
Last Wednesday 
evening, Quaboag 
R eg i o n a l  H i g h 
School boys bas-
ketball defeated 
Southbridge 65-60 
for its third win of 
the regular season. 
After a tough start 
losing three of its 
first four games, 
the Cougars have 
now won two of 
their last three. 
The Cougars start-
ed the week with a 
3-5 record and next 
face the Advanced 
Math and Science 
Academy Charter 
School on Friday, 
Jan. 23 at 6:30 p.m.

Cougars grab third win

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Kadin Dufault heads for the 
hoop.

Jack Stevens receives a pass on the 
run.

Jacob Toomey heads down the court to 
start a play on offense.

Jacoby Labillois goes for a layup.

PALMER – Last Thursday night, 
Pathfinder Tech defeated Smith 
Vocational 47-37 thanks to some good 
early defense and a great night from 
Megan Clark. Pathfinder limited the visitors 
to just eight points in the first half and Clark 
scored 23 points to lead all scorers. Taylor 
Allen added 13 points. The Pioneers are now 
4-3 and next play on Thursday, Jan. 22 against 
Bay State Academy Charter at 6 p.m.

Early defense keys
win for Pathfinder

Megan 
Clark 
changes 
sides 
of the 
court.

Addison Doktor tries to overcome pressure to 
shoot under the basket.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
RIGHT: Taylor Allen makes her way down the court.

AG AWA M  –  O n 
S a t u r d a y,  J a n .  1 0 , 
Agawam ice hockey had 
its rematch with Amherst 
Regional, which co-ops 
with Pathfinder Tech. 
The Brownies were able 
to pick up a 3-1 win, 
their first of the sea-
son. Anthony Barbarini, 
Casey  Thomas ,  and 
Braden Parrelli scored 
the goals for Agawam 
with Nick Brown com-
ing up with two assists. 
Amherst’s  lone goal 
came from Sawyer Ferro. 
Agawam is 1-9 this year 
with Amherst now 5-6-1.

Amherst falls 
in second 

matchup with 
Agawam

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Sawyer Ferro fires a shot at the goal. Joshua Feldman tries to steal 

the puck.

Silas Balboni runs into an 
opponent.

Brody Palmisano sends the 
puck away from the side of 
the ice.

Noah 
Latulippe 

sends a 
quick pass 

away.

Pathfinder’s Ethan 
Mooney flips a 
puck into the 
offensive zone.
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Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Jack Gaudreau
WARE HIGH SCHOOL

In a home defeat against Commerce last week, 
Gaudreau was a bright spot, scoring 22 points 
to lead the Indians boys basketball team.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. 
Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

BARRE – Last week, 
Quabbin girls basketball 
enjoyed much of the week 
off, but the Panthers were 
looking to regroup from the 
previous week that included 
a pair of losses. The Panthers 
would fall to Tyngsborough 

at home 53-33. They fol-
lowed that with a 58-31 
loss at Clinton on Jan. 9. 
The Panthers were in action 
against Lunenburg earlier 
this week, but return home 
on Friday, Jan. 23 at 6 p.m. 
to face Hudson High School.

Panthers fall to Clinton, Tyngsborough

Izzy Doty tries to make a pass away from 
the sideline.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Mia Ducos considers her next move as she 
approaches pressure.

Makenzie Casey charges 
into the paint.

Abby Rogowski winds up to 
make a pass.

Grace Vandoudenhove tries 
to shoot over a block.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League 
WARE – It is week 18 

of the Wednesday night 
Bondsville League at Roll-
A-Way Lanes in Ware, Ma. 

After 18 weeks, Fire 
Mountain holds on to a slim 
lead in first place with a 
record of 79.5-46.5. Sandri 
is in second place with a 
record of 76-50. 

Night Hawks are in 
third place with a record 
of 73-53. Ironmen are in 
fourth place with a record 
of 71-55. Cannonballs are 
in fifth place at 64-62 and 
Spare Parts Bud have a 
record of 63-63. These are 
the teams currently with a 
winning percentage of 50% 
or higher. 

In week 18, Flaming 
Bowling Balls  bowled 
against Zeke’s Freaks. In 
game one, Flaming Bowling 
Balls won by a score of 
473-439. Zeke Sicard, a 
veteran candlepin bowler 
of the Bondsville League, 
bowled well with a 104 in 
game one. 

In game two, Zeke’s 

Freaks got the win by two 
points, 455-453. Sicard 
stayed consistent and scored 
104 again. 

In game three, Flaming 
Bowling Balls won the last 
game, 436-428. The team 
wins total pinfall by a final 
score of 1362-1322. 

The Snappers bowled 
against Fire Mountain in 
week 18. In game one, Fire 
Mountain struck first and 
won 470-440. 

In  game  two ,  F i r e 
Mountain stayed hot and 
won again, 510-447. Rick 
Trott of Fire Mountain had 
the highest game on his 
team, 119, and his team-
mate Scott Brewster bowled 
with 114. 

In game three, Snappers 
snapped out of their slump 
by winning game three, 
445-429. Kevin Krasnecky 
of Snappers bowled a 117 
and a three-game series of 
325. The final score was 
1409-1332 in favor of Fire 
Mountain. 

T h e  N i g h t  H a w k s 
b ow l e d  a ga i n s t  S l ow 
Burners during week 18. 
In game one, Night Hawks 
defeated Slow Burners by 
a score of 484-466. Darryl 
Sinclair of Night Hawks 
started off the match with 

127. Scott Radisic of Slow 
Burners began with 113. 

In  game two,  Slow 
Burners beat the Night 
Hawks, 463-428. Sinclair 
bowled a 122 game in a 
losing effort. Radisic fol-
lowed up with 112 during 
his team’s win. 

In game three, Slow 
Burners  won 520-448 
thanks to Nate Orszulak’s 
143 game. Sinclair finished 
with 106 and a series of 
355. Radisic finished with 
110 and a series of 335. The 
final score was 1449-1360 
in favor of Slow Burners. 

Sandri bowled against 
Spare Parts Bud in week 
18. In game one, Sandri 
won by a score of 480-465. 
Brandon Lane of Sandri had 
the highest game of 119. 

In game two, Spare Parts 
Bud won by just one point, 
457-456. John Jebb of 
Spare Parts Bud was work-
ing on a spare in the tenth 
frame and got a three count 
to help his team win by one. 

In game three, Sandri 
won by a score of 474-469. 
Sue Horton of Sandri fin-
ished with 119 and Jebb 
finished with 108. The final 
score was 1410-1391 in 
favor of Sandri. 

 

Candlepin League News

P O R T L A N D ,  M E 
—  The  Worcester Railers 
HC  (16-15-
2-1)   fe l l 
t o  t h e 
Portland 
Pirates 
(15-10-
5-2) in 
o v e r -
t i m e  o n 
Saturday, 
J a n u a r y 
1 7 t h ,  i n 
f r o n t  o f  a 
crowd of 6,076 
with a final score of 
3-2 at the Cross Insurance 
Arena. The Railers will take 
on the Pirates next on home 
ice on Sunday, January 18th 
at 3:05 p.m.

Portland nabbed the first 
goal of the night just 2:08 
into the first off a goal from 
defenseman Andrew Nielsen 
(1-0-1). Nielsen’s goal was 
the only one in the first peri-
od. Worcester answered the 
1-0 lead from Portland with 
a goal from Jesse Pulkkinen 
(1-0-1) at 0:33 into the sec-
ond to tie the game. Portland 
took back the one-goal lead 
halfway through the second, 
this time from Mitch Deelstra 
(1-0-1), Worcester once again 
evened the score with a goal 
from Drew Callin (1-0-1). A 
final goal from Max Andreev 
(1-0-1), at 3:27 in overtime 
secured the Pirates’ 3-2 vic-
tory. 

Worcester kicked off the 
night shorthanded just 16 

seconds after puck drop. An 
early penalty against Lincoln 

H a t t e n  f o r 
high-stick-
i n g  p u t 
Por t land 
on its first 

power play 
of the game, 

which forced 
Worcester to 
fight the first 
two minutes 
of play for the 

night down a 
man. With just eight 

seconds remaining on 
Hatten’s call, Portland defen-
seman Andrew Nielsen (5th) 
grabbed the only goal of the 
period for either team, which 
gave the Pirates a 1-0 lead to 
close the first twenty. Shots 
for the period with 11-4 in 
favor of Portland.

Worcester didn’t wait long 
to tie the game in the sec-
ond. Jesse Pulkkinen (3rd) 
picked up his 5th point of the 
season with a goal at 0:33. 
Portland went back on the 
power play soon after the 
score on a hooking call on 
Anthony Callin. Worcester 
had their first chance at the 
man-advantage about five 
minutes into the period, as 
Anthony Callin was tripped 
up by Max Andreev. Portland 
re-gained their one-goal 
lead once more around the 
halfway mark of the period, 
scored by Mitch Deelstra 
(2nd) at 9:35. Neither the 
Railers nor the Pirates could 

break past the blue line for 
the remainder of the second, 
which left the Railers down 
by one for a second time in 
the evening. Portland out-
shot Worcester nine to seven. 
Penalties for the period were 
one for Worcester and two 
for Portland. 

The Railers came out 
fighting in the third and tal-
lied their highest shot total 
for any period of the night. 
A roughing call on Loke 
Johansson put Worcester on 
their third power play just 
over seven and a half min-
utes into play for the third. 
Unable to capitalize on their 
previous two power play 
chances, Drew Callin (10th) 
drove the puck home at 8:28 
to even the score once more 
for the Railers. A late-game 
goal from Anthony Callin 
had Worcester celebrating 
an early win; however, the 
goal was waved off for goal-
tender interference as Callin 
fell into the net of Brad 
Arvanitis. The game once 
again was 2-2 and went into 
overtime for the second con-
secutive night. In the end, 
the Pirates would take the 
win in overtime with a final 
score of 3-2, the last lamp 
lit by Max Andreev (7th) on 
a shot from atop the circles 
to beat Gahagen in net for 
Worcester. Final shots were 
27-25 in favor of Portland. 
Final penalties were five 
for Portland and four for 
Worcester. 

Railers pick up overtime win over Pirates

B R I D G E P O R T , 
Conn. - The Springfield 
Thunde rb i rd s  (13 -18 -
4-2) continued to have 
a tough t ime locat ion 
offense, falling 4-1 to the 
the Bridgeport Islanders 
(16-17-2-1) on Saturday 
night inside Total Mortgage 
Arena.

A bad break for T-Birds 
netminder Vadim Zherenko 
resulted in Bridgeport’s 
game-opening tally at 6:37 
of the opening period, as 
Zherenko lost his balance 
and fell in his blue paint, 
allowing Daylan Kuefler to 
carry the puck around the 
net and wrap it past the fall-
en goaltender to make it 1-0 
Bridgeport.

Aside from that unfor-
tunate break, the T-Birds 

and Islanders played a 
mostly defensive-minded 
first period, as Zherenko’s 
nine saves and Henrik 
Tikkanen’s eight stops 
in the Bridgeport crease 
accounted for much of the 
action on the scoresheet.

Matthew Peca quick-
ly got his troops back on 
track, as the T-Birds captain 
slipped a wrister through 
Tikkanen just 49 seconds 
into period two, tying the 
score, 1-1, and extend-
ing his point streak to five 
consecutive games. Matt 
Luff also extended his sea-
son-long point streak to 
seven games with the pri-
mary assist on Springfield’s 
first marker of the evening. 

However, that potential 
momentum-changer was 

quickly washed out when 
Cam Berg connected on a 
wrister from the left circle 
just 2:08 later, restoring a 
one-goal Bridgeport lead, 
2-1. 

Shots and chances con-
tinued to come at a premi-
um for both teams, as the 
clubs combined for only 43 
shots all evening, including 
just 25 in the final 40 min-
utes of play.

The T-Birds never did 
receive a power play in this 
one, and the club’s last-min-
ute efforts with Zherenko 
on the bench proved fruit-
less, as Adam Beckman and 
Eetu Liukas each connect-
ed on empty-netters to give 
Bridgeport the final goals of 
the night.

T-Birds offense dries up in loss to Bridgeport

Read the Ware River News online at www.warerivernews.turley.com
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Warren Police Log
During the week of Dec. 

28-Jan. 3, the Warren Police 
Department responded to 
90 building/property checks, 
13 community policings, 24 
emergency 911 calls, three 
parking issues, two fires/ille-
gal burns, one structure fire, 
one complaint,  one stolen 
vehicle, seven motor vehicle 
accidents, two animal calls 
and 12 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Warren.

Sunday, Dec. 28
12:51 p.m. Complaint, 

Main Street, Area Patrolled
1:15 p.m. Chest Pain/

Heart Problem, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

1:52 p.m. Stolen Vehicle, 
Yankee Drummer Drive, 
Report Filed

5:21 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Milton O. Fountain Way, 
Transported to Hospital

7:24 p.m. 911 Transfer, 
Heritage Drive, Information 
Given

11:08 p.m. Unconscious/
Unrespons ive /Syncope , 
Bemis Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

Monday, Dec. 29
8:48 a.m. Parking Issues, 

Nelligan Terrace, Citation 
Issued

9:15 a.m. Falls, Mechanic 
Street, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

2:46 p.m. Abdominal/
Back Pain, Walkeen Koziol 
R o a d ,  Tr a n s p o r t e d  t o 
Hospital

8:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

Tuesday, Dec. 30
1 0  a . m .  Fa l l s ,  O l d 

Douglas Road, Transported 
to Hospital

11:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Report 
Filed

1 : 4 4  p . m .  We l f a r e 
Check, Southbridge Road, 
Transported to Hospital

3:15 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Brook Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

4:38 p.m. Structure Fires, 
Crescent Street, Investigated

6:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Hit and Run, North Street, 
Area Search Negative

8:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Wednesday, Dec. 31
4:49 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

C o m i n s  P o n d  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

10:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Boston Post Road, 
Criminal Complaint

3:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Southbridge Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

8:58 p.m. Illegal Burn, 
Old Brook Road, Report 
Filed

Thursday, Jan. 1
12:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Brimfield Road, 
Vehicle Towed

12:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Hit and Run, A Street, 
Officer/Chief Advised

2:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Maple Street, 
Vehicle Towed

10:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Old West Warren Road, 
Criminal Complaint

1 1 : 2 4  a . m .  Pa r k i n g 
Issues, Hitchcock Avenue, 
Investigated

11:43 a.m. Parking Issues, 
Trudeau Drive, Negative 
Contact

12:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Hit and Run, Milton O. 
Fountain Way, Report Filed

3:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Ware Road, Report 
Filed

8:30 p.m. Unconscious/
Unrespons ive /Syncope , 
Quaboag Street, Transported 
to Hospital

1 1 : 0 8  p . m .  F a l l s , 
W i n t h r o p  T e r r a c e , 
Transported to Hospital

11:28 p.m. Abdominal/
Back Pain, Chapel Street, 
Mutual Aid Transport

Friday, Jan. 2
6:51 a.m. Abdominal/

Back Pain, Heritage Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

4:54 p.m. Illegal Burn, 
Richardson Street ,  Fire 
Extinguished

8:52  p .m.  Brea th ing 
Difficulty, Southbridge Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Saturday, Jan. 3
5:13 p.m. Unconscious/

Unrespons ive /Syncope , 
Bemis Road, Transported to 
Hospital

8:53 p.m. 911 Hang-
up /Misd ia l /Abandoned , 
Crescent Street, Report Filed

1 1 : 0 6  p . m .  S i c k /
Unknown,  P ine  St ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

Ware Police Log E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety

During the week of Jan. 
11-20,  the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
30 miscellaneous calls, 
29 administrative calls, 13 
traffic violations, 20 emer-
gency 911 calls, four thefts/
larcenies, three trespasses, 
one harassment/stalk/threat, 
one damage/vandalism, one 
motor vehicle accident, one 
breaking and entering, one 
structure fire, one indecen-
cy/lewdness, one safety haz-
ard, six animal calls and 42 
motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Ware.

Sunday, Jan. 11
12:22 a.m. Trespass/

Unwanted, Walnut Street, 
Advised

9:14 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Walnut Street, 
Investigated

10:36  a .m.  Damage/
Vandalism, Vigeant Street, 
Report Made

4:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

5:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

5:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

5:52 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Dispatch 
Handled

7:34 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
West Street, Arrest Made

11:02 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Morse Avenue, Services 
Rendered

Monday, Jan. 12
2 : 5 1  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, North Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

9:16 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Morse Avenue, Investigated

1:54 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Church Street, Dispatch 
Handled

2:03 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Church Street, Advised

4:18 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Church Street,  Services 
Rendered

5:11 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Pleasant Street, 
Investigated

Tuesday, Jan. 13
10:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Report 
Made

6:21 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

Wednesday, Jan. 14
3:01 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call, Walnut Street, No 
Action Required

4 : 4 0  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Pulaski Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

4 : 5 3  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Smith Avenue, 
Citation/Warning Issued

5 : 1 6  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Walnut Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

10:41 a.m. Indecency/
Lewdness, North Street, 
Services Rendered

1:29 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Grove Street, False 
Alarm

1:57  p .m.  Trespass /
Unwanted, Gould Road, 
Report Made

3:32 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Unknown Location, No 
Action Required

4:36 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, South Street, Dispatch 
Handled

7:31 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, North Street, Taken/
Referred to Other Agency

Thursday, Jan. 15
8 :55  a .m .  Trespass /

Unwanted, Gould Road, 
Report Made

3:40 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Kingsberry lane, Could 
Not Locate

5:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

7:20 p.m. Breaking and 
Entering/Burglary, Parker 
Street, Arrest Made

7:44 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Highland Village, 
Dispatch Handled

Friday, Jan. 16
2 : 3 1  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, Walnut Street, 
Parking Ticket Issued

6 : 1 0  a . m .  T r a f f i c 
Col l is ion,  West  Street , 
Report Made

7:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

10:46 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Church Street, 
Dispatch Handled

4:12 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Park Street, Investigated

5:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Wes Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Saturday, Jan. 17
2 : 3 9  a . m .  B y l a w 

Violation, North Street, 
Parking Ticket Issued

2 : 4 6  a . m .  B y l a w 
Viola t ion,  Dale  Street , 
Parking Ticket Issued

2 : 5 1  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Bellevue Avenue, 
Parking Ticket Issued

3 a.m. Bylaw Violation, 
Parker  Street ,  Services 
Rendered

3 : 4 8  a . m .  B y l a w 
Violation, Gareau Avenue, 
Parking Ticket Issued

4:28 p.m. DUI/Impaired, 
South Street, Arrest Made

10:41 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
P i n e  S t r e e t ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

Monday, Jan. 19
10:12 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call ,  Eagle Street , 
Dispatch Handled

1:21 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Warren Road, 
Unfounded

5:48 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Homecrest Avenue, 
Dispatch Handled

7:06 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Walnut Street, 
Investigated

8:20 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Walnut Street, Dispatch 
Handled

Tuesday, Jan. 20
2 :03  a .m .  S t ruc tu re 

Fire,  Gilbertville Road, 
Investigated

7:40 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Belchertown Road, 
Dispatch Handled

WARE – A 73-year-
old woman from West 
Brookfield died Friday 
even ing  a f t e r  be ing 
struck by a vehicle in the 
Walmart parking lot on 
Palmer Road.

The woman had exit-
ed a vehicle she had 
been occupying with her 
79-year-old husband. 
Shortly thereafter, the 
vehicle was put in reverse 
and struck her. 

She was pronounced 
deceased at the scene.

The incident remains 
under investigation by the 
Ware Police Department 
and the Massachusetts 
State Police Detective 
Unit  assigned to the 
Northwestern District 
Attorney’s Office. At this 
time, no foul play is sus-
pected.

The Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner will 
determine the cause of 
death.

Pedestrian 
death in 
parking 
lot under 
investigation

WORCESTER – On 
Oct. 23, Worcester County 
District Attorney Joseph D. 
Early Jr. welcomed com-
munity members, including 
recovery advocates, health 
and wellness profession-
als, and law enforcement 
personnel to Veterans Inc. 
in Shrewsbury for a half-
day event organized by the 
Prevention and Support 
Network. 

Th i s  even t  focused 
on supporting individ-
uals and families affected 
by substance use disorders 
through holistic, mind-body 
approaches to recovery.

Keynote speaker Linda 
Geraghty, a trauma-in-
formed yoga instructor and 
family recovery specialist 
featured in the award-win-
ning documentary “Our 
American Family”, spoke 
about the deep connection 
between trauma and sub-
stance use. Drawing from 
both professional expertise 
and her own experience, she 
emphasized how recovery 
requires attention to one’s 
entire system – body, mind, 
and family – not just the 
symptoms of addiction.

“Addiction is relent-
less. We often try to hide it 
while our families get sick-
er. Engaging in open con-
versations is crucial to truly 
understanding this disease, 
and that understanding is 

vital for the family’s heal-
ing,” said Linda Geraghty.

Geraghty highlighted the 
ways in which stress and 
trauma can live in the body, 
and how practices like yoga, 
breathwork, and mindful-
ness can help release those 
patterns, restore regulation, 
and rebuild trust in oneself 
and others. Geraghty under-
scored the importance of 
supporting families, empha-
sizing that addiction affects 
loved ones as profoundly as 
those experiencing it first-
hand, and that breaking gen-
erational cycles of trauma 
and addiction begins with 
compassion, communica-
tion, and consistent support. 

Her work integrates trau-
ma-informed principles 
to help families navigate 
recovery with understand-
ing, boundaries, and resil-
ience – key themes that res-
onated with many in atten-
dance.

A panel of local wellness 
professionals expanded on 
these ideas, offering practi-
cal insights into how holis-
tic methods can complement 
traditional treatment and 
recovery pathways. 

Panelists included Kellie 
Hamilton, founder of A 
Better Path to Wellness; Phil 
George, clinical biochem-
ist; Jacqueline Monteiro, 
wellness practitioner and 
recovery coach; Anthony 

Bizzotto, president and 
co-founder of Revive of 
the U.S.A., Inc.; and Heidi 
Moody, personal train-
er and L3 CrossFit coach. 
Each spoke about the ways 
nutrition, movement, mind-
fulness, and community 
engagement contribute to 
sustainable recovery and 
overall wellbeing.

Throughout the event, 
attendees also took part in 
guided mindfulness exer-
cises and movement breaks, 
offering moments to prac-
tice the very mind-body 
techniques discussed during 
the program. These activi-
ties encouraged participants 
to experience firsthand how 
mindfulness and movement 
can support focus, stress 
relief, and emotional bal-
ance.

Early commended the 
speakers and attendees for 
their shared commitment 
to exploring new, compas-
sionate approaches to sup-
porting recovery through-
out Worcester County. He 
noted that addressing addic-
tion requires collaboration 
across every part of the 
community – treatment and 
health care providers, fam-
ilies, schools, clergy, law 
enforcement, and local orga-
nizations – working together 
to reduce stigma and create 
lasting change.

Submitted Photo
Worcester County District Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr. hosted a half-day event orga-
nized by the Prevention and Support Network that focused on supporting individuals 
and families affected by substance use disorders.

Worcester DA’s event highlighted 
holistic approach to recovery

BOSTON – State Sen. 
Peter J. Durant, R-Spencer, 
voted in favor of legisla-
tion to create a new special 
license plate to honor fall-
en law enforcement offi-
cers by offering a symbol 
of respect to their surviving 
spouses, parents, and chil-
dren.

T h e  b i l l — S . 2 9 0 3 , 
An Act honoring Blue 
Star Families directs the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles 
to create a  new Blue 
Star (Law Enforcement) 
Families’ plate to help the 
family members remember 
their loved one in a visible 
way on their car. It would 
also create a Blue Star 
Family emblem for motor-
cycle plates.

“When we see these 
license plates on vehicles, 
we will be reminded that 
our law enforcement offi-
cers do not always return 
home from work each day 
and it will offer the chance 
to personally thank fami-
ly members of those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
in order to keep us safe,” 
Durant said.

Durant said he is hope-
ful the bill will be passed 
in the House and signed by 
the Governor.

“I believe that it would 
be comforting for family 
members to have these spe-

cialty license plates and to 
receive words of gratitude 
from people who notice 
them in public,” Durant 
said.

Unde r  t he  l eg i s l a -
tion, the RMV would be 
required to make the plates 
available to Blue Star Law 
Enforcement spouses, par-
ents, and children without 
charge. The RMV would 
also be able to offer vanity 
plate registrations for Blue 
Star plates up to six charac-
ters in length.

The Blue Star Family 
license plates would join 
other special recognition 
plates currently offered by 
the RMV, including Gold 
Star Family plates for driv-
ers with close family mem-
bers who died in or as a 
result of their service in the 
Armed Forces.

The Senate Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means 
advanced the legislation 
to the floor on a 17-0 vote 
Jan. 8, as a partial report 
on a bill that was advanced 
in December by the Joint 
Commit tee  on  Publ ic 
Safety  and Homeland 
Security. All committee 
votes are publicly posted on 
the Legislature’s website.

The Senate passed the 
bill on a 38-0 roll call vote, 
sending it to the House for 
further consideration.

New license plate honors 
fallen law enforcement

Visit us at
www.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
WHEELCHAIR INVACARE $175. Re-
clinining wheelchair Invacare $275. Unisex 
poncho for wheelchair person, one size, 
$35. 2003 Lincoln Town Car Signature, 
$4995. 413-538-4484.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at Saint Jo-
seph’s Abbey, 167 North Spencer Road, 
Spencer, MA., has an opening for a PART 
TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on ex-
perience and related skills 
Requirements:  High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  
For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 
at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 or by email: 

wally@spencerabbey.org

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. More infor-
mation at www.wilbrahamunited-
church.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
PALMER: 1 BR Apt. No Pets/No Smoking. 

BRETON ESTATES
413-283-6940

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR All real estate advertising in this newspaper 

is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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public notices
NOTICE OF 

MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Lily 
M. Lunani to Bank of Ameri-
ca, N.A., dated January 4, 2008 
and recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 9363, Page 302, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, by assignment 
from: Bank of America, N.A. to 
ABS Loan Trust V, recorded on 
December 24, 2018, in Book No. 
13166, at Page 244 ABS Loan 
Trust V to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as 
Owner Trustee of CSMC 2021-
JR2 Trust, recorded on March 
21, 2024, in Book No. 15093, at 
Page 133 Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as 
Owner Trustee of CSMC 2021-
JR2 Trust to U.S. Bank Trust 
National Association, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as 
trustee on behalf of and for the 
benefit of BP-JR 2 Loan Trust, 
recorded on June 24, 2025, in 
Book No. 15456, at Page 90 for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing, the same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 2:00 
PM on February 3, 2026, on 
the mortgaged premises located 
at 76 Aspen Street, Ware, Hamp-
shire County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises de-
scribed in said mortgage, 

TO WIT: A certain parcel of 
land situated on the Westerly 
side of Aspen Street in said Ware 
and bounded as follows: 

Beginning at an iron pin driv-
en in the ground at the northeast 
corner of lot conveyed on West 
line of street; 

Thence Southerly on said 
street seventy-five (75) feet to an 
iron pin; 

Thence Westerly on land for-
merly of Samuel H. Giguere 
ninety-five (95) feet to an iron 
pin; 

Thence Northerly seventy-five 
(75) feet to land formerly of 
J.H. Storrs, at an iron pin; and, 
Thence Easterly ninety-five and 
one half (95-1/2) feet to place of 
beginning, containing more or 
less. 

Parcel 2 
The land in said Ware off the 

Westerly side of Aspen Street, 
bounded and described as fol-
lows: 

BEGINNING at an iron pin at 
the Northwesterly comer of other 
land now or formerly of Wdowi-
ak, said iron pin being set North 
66° 16’ 52” West ninety-six and 
04/100 (96.04) feet from the iron 
pin in the Westerly line of Aspen 
Street marking the Northeasterly 
comer of said other land; 

THENCE North 66° 16’ 52” 
West along remaining land now 
or formerly of Laurette C. Smith 
one hundred sixteen and 87/100 
(116.87) feet to an iron pin at As-
pen Grove Cemetery;

 THENCE South 19° 11’ 
20” West fourteen and 34/100 
(14.34) feet to a stone bound; 

THENCE South 18° 47’ 
29” West fifty-five and 96/100 
(55.96) feet to an iron pin at the 
Northwesterly corner of land 
to be conveyed by Laurette C. 
Smith to Laura Demers; the last 
two (2) courses being along land 
of Aspen Grove Cemetery; 

THENCE South 63° 46’ 18” 
East along said land now or for-
merly of Laura Demers one hun-
dred twelve and 72/100 (112.72) 
feet to an iron pin at the South-
westerly corner of other land of 
Wdowiak; 

THENCE North 22° 25’ 55” 
East along said land of Wdowiak 
seventy-five (75) feet to the point 
of beginning. Containing 8,314 
square feet and being Parcel 
“B” on a Plan of Land in Ware, 

Mass., surveyed for Lauretta C. 
Smith by Robert H. LeMaitre 
dated September 15, 1979 and 
recorded in Hampshire County 
Deeds, Plan Book 112, Page 74. 

SUBJECT TO rights reserved 
by Laurette C. Smith a/k/a 
Lauretta C. Smith in a deed giv-
en by her to Louis G. and Mar-
guerite Wdowiak recorded at 
Hampshire County Deeds, Book 
2128 Page 107, if still in force 
and effect. 

BOTH PARCELS are the 
same as were conveyed to us by 
deed of Louis C. and Marguerite 
Wdowiak dated Sept. 23, 2004 
and recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds at 
Book 7997 Page 307. Subject 
to a first mortgage dated Janu-
ary 4, 2008 and recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 9363, Page 285 
in the original principal amount 
of $110,400.00. For mortgag-
or’s(s’) title see deed recorded 
with Hampshire County Regis-
try of Deeds in Book 9363, Page 
281. 

These premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, rights 
of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the 
nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, 
water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or 
liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and 
are applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance is 
to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., New-
ton, Massachusetts 02458, or by 
mail to P.O. Box 610389, New-
ton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty (30) 
days from the date of sale. Deed 
will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publica-
tion. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT 
SOLELY AS TRUSTEE ON 
BEHALF OF AND FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF BP-JR 2 LOAN 
TRUST 
Present holder of said mortgage 

By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW OFFICES, 

P.C. 
150 California St. 

Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 

24920 
01/08, 01/15, 01/22/2026

Town of Hardwick
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Under the provisions of the 
General Laws of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 166, and any additions 
or amendments thereto; please 
be advised that at their meeting 
on Monday, February 9, 2026, 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Munici-
pal Office Building, 307 Main 
Street, Gilbertville, MA 01031, 
the Hardwick Select Board will 
consider a request to give per-
mission to Massachusetts Elec-
tric Company d/b/a National 
Grid and Verizon New England, 
Inc, to locate poles, wires, and 
fixtures, including the necessary 
sustaining and protecting fix-
tures, along and across the fol-
lowing public way:

Barre Road- National Grid to 
install 11 JO pole beginning at 
a point approximately 2054 feet 
southwest of the centerline of the 
intersection of Glazier Road and 
Wheelwright/Barre Road and 
continuing approximately 2040 
feet southwest. 

Cleveland Road- National Grid 
to install 2 JO Poles on Cleve-
land Road beginning at approx-
imately 200 feet north of the 
centerline of the intersection of 
Cleveland Road and Barre Road. 
01/22/2026

TOWN OF HARDWICK
BOARD OF HEALTH

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Hardwick Board of 

Health will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Thursday, February 5, 
2026, at 7:00 P.M. at the Munic-
ipal Office Building, 307 Main 
Street, Gilbertville, MA.

The purpose of this hearing 
is to receive public comment 
on proposed regulations for Re-
stricting the Sale of Tobacco 
Products. 

Interested parties are encour-
aged to attend. Copies of the 
proposed regulations may be re-
quested at Town Hall or by email 
to boh@hardwick-ma.gov. 
01/22, 01/29/2026

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

dance for this dedication.
Over a century later, 

the Warren Public Library 
has expanded its services 
with more books of various 
genres, DVDs, audiobooks, 
magazines, board games, 
video games, computers, 
and internet access. 

There was a lot to enjoy 
during the Warren Public 
Library’s open house. 

At the front desk, guests 
were greeted by Library 
Assistants, Rowan Bernstein 
and Gena LaScala. The front 
desk had a lot of interest-
ing merchandise 
from pens, key-
cha ins ,  book-
marks, and zines 
highlighting Fun 
Fact Friday and 
the collection of 
artifacts that are 
in the Warren 
Public Library.

T h e  z i n e s 
were created by 
LaSca la ,  who 
also took pictures 
of the artifacts 
that are featured. 
The zines will be 
up for sale at the 
Warren Public 
Library to help 
raise money for 
the library. 

A lot of the 
merchandise fea-
tured the new 
library logo for 
the 150th anni-
versary. The logo features 
an owl that is inspired by 
the owl that is outside the 
building. Renee Hudon 
designed the owl logo for 
the library. Member of the 
library board, Sue Koss, is 
the designer behind the key-
chains. 

The open house also fea-
tured live music from cel-
list Skip Vonkuske. 2026 
marks Vonkuske’s 50th year 
playing the cello. Vonkuske 
ment ioned the  Warren 
Library was 100 years old 
when he began playing the 
cello.  

At tending  the  open 
house is Bud Pratt, who was 
involved in various proj-
ects to help improve the 
library. In 1999, Pratt said 
the library was painted in 
addition to a lot of wood-
work and sanding being 
done as part of the project. 
Pratt pointed various spots 
around the library that was 
improved. 

In  2004 ,  Pra t t  was 
involved in another proj-
ect where the library had 
introduced its upstairs floor. 
According to Pratt, the 
upstairs floor was closed 
until 2004. This project 

involved a lot of woodwork, 
sanding, and plaster work. 
A lot of rotted wood was 
found and replaced. 

Pratt is proud to see the 
Warren Public Library reach 
this incredible milestone of 
150 years and is essential to 
the community. 

“These libraries are beau-
tiful buildings,” Pratt said. 
“A focal point in the com-
munity.”

As part of the library’s 
unique history, Library 
Board Member,  Tracey 
Mazur showed a copy of 
the annual town report from 
1891, which featured writ-
ten texts of the library’s 
activity during the year. 

In one paragraph of the 
annual report it reads, “The 
reading room has been visit-
ed during the year by 13,665 
people, showing, I think, 
that it is appreciated.” 

The  War r en  Pub l i c 
Library’s 150th open house 
celebration featured spe-
cial guests. Members of the 
town’s Board of Selectmen 
were in attendance, Town 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  J a m e s 
Ferrera, and a couple of 
State Legislators. 

State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
arrived at the Warren Public 

Library and was 
touring the library 
t o  l e a r n  m o r e 
about its history. 
Joining Oliveira 
was s ta te  Rep. 
To d d  S m o l a , 
who brought  a 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
General  Courts 
Resolution to pres-
ent to the Warren 
Public Library.

This resolution 
was read into the 
record in the House 
and Senate and high-
lights the history of 
the library in addition 
to its recognition of 
its 150th anniversary. 
The resolution will be 
become part of per-
manent history of the 
Commonwealth. 

During the presen-
tation, Smola shared 
that  l ibrar ies  are 
“community centers” 
and it is important to 
promote the library 
community and help 
the next generation 
of reading. Smola 
shared he loves read-
ing the traditional 
and has always loved 
the idea of having a 

library as a reliable source. 
Oliveira did the honor of 

reading the resolution out 
loud during the open house. 
Before the reading, Oliveira 
acknowledged that libraries 
are “centers of democracy” 
and there was a lot to cele-
brate in the nation, includ-
ing the 250th of America, 
and a lot to celebrate in 
Warren. 

“It is an honor to repre-
sent the town of Warren,” 
Oliveira said.

The resolution highlights 
the history of the Warren 
Public Library as well as its 
accolades and services to 
the town of Warren. Barbara 
Larkin of the Library Board 
of Trustees came up to 
accept the resolution. 

Board of  Selectmen 
Chair Richard Eichacker 
and Vice-Chair  Derick 
Veliz presented a plaque 
to the library, which was 
also accepted by Larkin. 
The plaque recognized the 
Warren Public Library for 
its 150 years of service and 
reads “providing access to 
information and technolo-
gy and supporting the learn-
ing needs of the communi-
ty; and wishes its board of 
directors, staff and the many 
community volunteers con-
tinued success.” 

The library will host 
a number of activit ies 
throughout the year to con-
tinue the celebration of 
its 150th anniversary. For 
more information, visit the 
Warren Public Library at 
934 Main St. or go online 
at www.warrenpubliclibrary.
org. 

OPEN HOUSE from page 1

Library Assistants Rowan Bernstein, left, and Gena 
LaScala are shown at the Warren Public Library. 

A copy of the annual report, which high-
lighted a remarkable attendance at the 
Warren Public Library back in 1891.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Cellist Skip Vonkuske was the 
entertainment for the open house. 

Copies of 
these unique 
Fun Fact 
Friday zines 
were up 
for sale to 
help raise 
money for 
the library. 
These zines 
highlight the 
most inter-
esting arti-
facts library. 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS, TUBES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

WINTER SALE!!!!
TOY CLEARANCE!
SAVE UP TO 70%!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation
June 9-12
$899

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - OAKHAM, MA
This split level ranch in the great town of Oakham has so 
much to offer. 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths on the main level, 
an additional bedroom/office space on the lower level, w/ 
second living room and space to add a kitchenette to create 
an in-law/teen suite. Multiple heating options include electric baseboards, wood stove, brand 
new pellet stove. Solar panels are owned and fully cover the electric bill every month, a HUGE 
bonus with the recent rate increases! Newer metal roof, newly paved driveway, brand new shed 
w/ heat and electric, large barn (currently being used for a sawmill) and fenced lot, all set up for 
animals if looking for a farm/horse property. 3.5 private acres of land, w/ LOW property taxes! 
Available for $539,900. For those looking for a unique business opportunity, this property is also 
available for $579,900 - This price includes the property as well as all business equipment, and 
client list for anyone interested in continuing to operate the sawmill.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Totally renovated 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch home located in desirable 
Tantasqua School District. updated plumbing, electrical, hot water 

tank, newer boiler, well pump and roof. Large dining room off 
new kitchen with granite 

countertops and stainless 
steel appliances, all new 

flooring throughout. Huge 
dining and living room 

area. Slider to back yard. 
Massive basement ready 

for you to finish. Horseshoe 
drive and large carport. 
Passing title v in hand.

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 
JAN. 25TH, 11-12:30

28 Long Hill Road, 
Brookfield - $429,900

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $288,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 21 Varney 
Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This is a 55 and Better community. 
This home includes a wonderful floor plan with spacious 
rooms. Master bedroom includes a large attached 
bathroom. Two full bathrooms, large back deck, and two 
large wood sheds. Asking 245,000. See MLS#73457117. 

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $134,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

www.turley.com  •  413.283.8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

CONTACT US
TODAY FOR
DETAILS

LOCAL BUSINESS

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com


